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WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
MEETING IN NIGERIA 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - Having begun Tuesday, January 12th, the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches is meeting until January 
2lst. The policy-making body of the council, the Committee is 
discussing all aspects of the Council's business and receiving . . 
reports from its various Divisions. 


The 100 member Central Committee represents the World Council's 
209 member churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Old 
Catholic traditions in more than 80 countries. Meeting for the 
first time in Africa, the Committee has as its hosts the Enugu 
Christian Council and the churches of Eastern Nigeria. Sir Francis 
Ibiam, who is one of the WCC's six presidents, welcomed the 
delegates and other participants: total 250 persons. 
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REVOLUTION IN AFRICA THE HARVEST 
OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONS 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - Addressing a consultation on Inter-—Church Aid, the 

Rev. A. Adegbola of Nigeria pointed out to the delegates that the revolution 
taking place in Africa is the harvest of Christian missions. Such agencies 
as churches, schools, medical institutions and community development 
establishments have been greatly used of God, Mr. Adegbola affirmed, to 
bring Africa to its present position of honour and trust. . 


Although Christian missions, he thought, had not in the past always been 
clear or conscious enough about the relevance of their activities to a 
prospective social revolution, yet the ‘baby" has now arrived, and they 
have all been surprised to see what has been carried in the "womb" of 
missionary activities all the time. . 


Nevertheless they must resist the temptation to claim that the revolution 
came to an end with the termination of colonial rule and the assumption of 
national sovereignty. 


The consultation, called jointly by the All Africa Conference of Churches 
and the Division of Inter Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the 
World Council of Churches, has brought together some 60 theologians, 
church executives, and lay leaders from most of the countries of Africa to 
discuss the theme "The Christian Response to the African Revolution". 


"The church which grew out of missionary endeavour today needs to seek new 
ways of interpreting the social situation and of discovering new forms of 
service which the situation demands", Mr. Adegbola said. 


"The African revolution is a triumph of Christian ideals which have been 
taught and preached, worked for and fought for." 


He suggested, however, that one should hesitate to identify the rule of 
men, either colonial or anti-colonial, with the rule of God in history. 
HS CONELINAS A eS en arian: 


"If elections are rigged, if voters are deliberately hoodwinked by a few 
in the privileged position of having a smattering of education, or if the 
electorate is corruptly seduced by a liberal distribution of largesse at 
election times, if a few violently seize governmental power by a military 
coup d'état, or if others return to power through successful staging of 
counter-revolutions, or a careful manipulation of international political 
forces, would it not be a misuse of biblical texts to base the authority 
to rule on the suggestion that all authority is ordained of God? 


"Those who assume political power by military might should confess that 
they intend to rule by force, and those who gain or retain power by 
dishonest means should own with penitence that they have lost confidence in 
the ultimate triumph of righteousness and have allied themselves with the 
princes of darkness.” 


In the present situation it may be urgent and imperative for the church in 
numerous countries to adopt the slogan "Freedom and Work". This would be 
a prophetic injunction with biblical support and theological compulsion 
behind it. EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD COUNCIL NEEDS APRICAN 
CHURCHES, SAYS CHRISTIAN LEADER 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - The week-long consultation on Inter-Church Aid held here 
under the chairmanship of Sir Francis Ibiam, Governor of Eastern Nigeria, 
ended at noon January 9th with an affirmation by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake 

that the World Council of Churches needs the participation OLsAT rican 
churches fully as much as those churches may require assistance from the WCC. 


Dr. Blake, the chief executive officer of the United Presbyterian Church.USA, 
4s chairman of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service, which has sponsored the consultation in collaboration with the All 
Africa Conference of Churches. He delivered the closing address to the 60 
African church leaders from all parts of the continent who have been debating 
the role of Christian bodies in the African revolution. (The WCC has 32 
member churches in Africa. ) | 


He stressed that the consultation must be understood as a step along the 
hard and tortuous way of the integration of the African churches into "the 
full and equal participation" of the life of the WCC, which he described as 
"the best instrument we have of the ecumenical movement". 


Dr. Blake continued: "I believe the most important thing that can be said 
about.our consultation is that it marks a step of progress along the road 
towards the manifestation of the unity which is the gift of Jesus Christ to 
His Church in all the world." 


Earlier in his address Dr. Blake said that for the past two years American 
churches and the United States as a whole had been very much involved in 
trying to rectify the wrongs of the Negro minority in that country - wrongs 
that had begun on the West Coast of Africa hundreds of years ago. 


"We have only begun", he said, "to change the pattern of discrimination 
against Negroes in civil rights, education, housing, employment, and public 
accommodation. 


"But we have begun", he said. "Tt is now clear that my country is embarked 
on a programme of integrating into the main stream of American, life the 
Negro community. There will be no turning back. 


"Negroes and Caucasians are much more alike than they are different. The 
point is that we are all human beings. That is the point and it cuts both 
ways. Both share in all the potentialities and in all the sins of a common 
humanity." EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN LEADERS URGE CONTACT WITH 
ORGANIZATION FOR AFRICAN UNITY 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - The formation of the Organization for African Unity (OAU) 
was welcomed by participants in a consultation meeting here, and they 
commended it to the prayerful support of the churches. Specifically 
recommended was the appointment by the All Africa Conference of Churches 
(AACC) of a full-time person to be in contact with OAU and also that the 
AACCG should appoint people to "listening posts" at those places where the 
OAU may hold meetings. 


These recommendations came from a commission on international affairs of a 
consultation sponsored jointly by the AACC, and the World Council of Churches 
Department of Church and Society and Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service. Purpose of the consultation was to consider the role of 
Christian groups in the midst of the revolutionary situation in Africa. It 
brought together theologians, church executives, and lay leaders from all 
parts of Africa as well as experts from North America and Europe. EPS, Geneva 
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HCLOF, THE CHURCHES! "WORLD BANK", 
MAY EXTEND IN AFRICA 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - Described as "the churches! World Bank", ECLOF (Ecumenical 
Church Loan Fund) may greatly extend its work in Africa following a decision 
of the Inter-Church Aid consultation that met here January 4-9. 


The consultation recommended that a study committee should be set up for the 
African countries where National ECLOF committees do not at present operate. 
This study committee would include economic and financial experts familiar 
with economic conditions in these countries, and its task would be to 
examine, on the basis of documentation supplied by ECLOF's Council and 

other relevant material, whether there is a need in those countries for a 
national ECLOF committee. 


If the Study Committee believes that ECLOF's conditions should be adapted to 
meet local needs, then it would make known its considered and documented 
opinion to ECLOF's Council. 


At present, there are 20 National ECLOF Committees at work but only two of 
these are in Africa - Kenya and Tanzania - although another is about to be 
formed in Nigeria. 


Dr. Laszlo He oc! ECLOF's Executive Secretary, told the consultation 
that the fund has a capital of $600,000 which is distributed among the 
National ECLOF San dee for them to make loans for all kinds of aed 
buildings, repairs, and equipment. 


So far, more than 900 loans have been granted at a rate of interest never 
more than 3 per cent per annum. No recipient has ever failed to repay its 
t¢an:in full. BPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN UNITY DR. RAMSEY'S 
THEME IN NIGERIA ADDRESS 


(Ibadan, Nigeria) ~ Dr. A. M.. Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, officiating 
at a cornerstone laying ceremony for the new Cathedral Church of St. James, . 
made’ a strong plea for Christian unity in Nigeria. 


Speaking to some 3,000 persons at an-.outdoor service, the Anglican Primate 
urged all Christians in Nigeria to "live together in brotherly fellowship 
and unity as the walls of a house are welded together by mortar". 


At a press conference before the ceremony, Dr. Ramsey said he strongly 
favoured merger of Nigerian church bodies. "Sueh a union", he said, “would 
greatly further the cause of Christianity in Nigeria." 


A president of the World Council of Churches, the Archbishop was in Nigeria 
to participate in the annual meeting of the Central Committee at Enugu. 
EPS, Geneva 
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PENTECOSTALIST OBSERVER 
REPORTS ON VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome) - Present at the last session of Vatican II was the American Pente- 
costalist pastor, David J.du Plessis. He was there not as an observer for 
his church but at the personal invitation of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Christian Unity. 


When interviewed on behalf of the Bulletin of the Federal Council of 
Protestant Churches in Italy, Mr.du Plessis said, among other things? 

"T was astonished at the extent of the work of the Spirit, and at the 
humility of the 'fathers' in response to His call for renewal, a renewal 

so extensive that I would never have imagined it possible in any Protestant 
or Pentecostalist council, far less in this one. I was struck by the 
courage with which cardinals, archbishops and bishops stuck to their 
positions, which often seemed to me in complete spposition to what is 
commonly accepted as the traditional doctrine of the Church. My amazement 
knew no bounds when the Council accepted the admission that the Catholic 
Church is also at fault in the field of Christian disunity. As far as I 
can see, no-one asked the Catholic Church to admit guilt in this field. 
That is why I am forced to conclude that it is the Holy Spirit, who convicts 
us of sin, that has led our brothers to make this confession." 


On the negative side, Mr.du Plessis commented: "In Catholicism, they are 
trying to give Mary the titles and prerogatives which belong to the Holy 
D Diab, ti This is very serious." BPS, Geneva 


ONLY ONE CHRISTIAN 
PAVILION AT MONTREAL FAIR 


(Montreal, ena ~ Canadian churches of different Benda taone are jointay 
supporting a Christian Pavilion at the 1967 World's Fair in Montreal as a 
sign of "their common witness to Christ and his gospel." This was announced 
by Father Jean Martucci, the Roman Catholic priest who is secretary-general 
of “Pavillon Chrétien’ Inc.". "Inthe Christian Pavilion", ‘he ‘said, ‘the 
churches will not preach about themselves, but will be centred on Christ". 


Seven churches are sponsoring the Pavilion: Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, 
Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Presbyterian and United Church of Canada. A 
statement issued by their representatives read as follows: 

"United by their baptism in the same faith in Jesus Christ and in the same 
hope, the Christians of Canada, on the occasion of the 1967 Montreal World's 
Fair, wish to show their love for their brothers throughout the whole world, 
and to respond to the agonies and hopes of our age, by a common proclamation 
of the Gospel. Christians throughout the world, from beyond the rents which 
history has imposed, will rejoice to learn of the decision we have reached 
after several months of meeting and discussion: we shall erect together a 
Christian Pavilion which can witness to the world that God has taken flesh 
to live among us and that He is present in everything that happens in the 
world of men. 


"In spite of what separates us, we believe that we can and must render 
together humble witness to our faith in Jesus Christ and to our intention 
to be as He was the servants. of our brethren. Before God, we wish to 
fulfil this work together and so to plead for that perfect Christian unity 
which God in His grace can give us. For the world in which we live, our 
gesture is meant to be an invitation to reflect on the salvation which is 
offered to men in their freedom, and on the hope which comes to meet a 
universe in progress. EPS, Geneva 
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INCREASING RESTIVENESS ABOUT INFANT 
BAPTISM IN CHURCH OF ENGLAND 


(Swanswick, England) - At a meeting of clergy from various denominations 
a number of Anglican clergymen expressed their wish that the practice of 
infant baptism be discontinued. Meeting at a "Parish and People" con- 
ference held at Swanswick, Derbyshire, only six Anglicans voted in favour 
of baptizing infants while twenty-three voted for discontinuance of the 
practice. 


Two Anglican clergymen have recently publicly announced that they are 

going to stop infant baptism in their parishes. They are the Rev.R.Vick, 
Vicar of St.Paul's in Westcliffe-on-Sea, Essex, and the Rev.C.Wansey, Vicar 
‘f Roydon, Essex. | 


Preaching at Southwark Cathedral, Canon J.Pearce-Higgins, vice~-provost of 
the cathedral, advocated "going on quietly as before". He admitted that 
there was cause for distress at the number of indiscriminate and almost 
meaningless baptisms performed, but said we need a lot more thinking about 
the metaphysical significance of baptism before we.change our practice. 
EPS, Geneva 


LEGAL RULING GIVEN IN 
SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH DISPUTE 


(Chicago) - An Illinois state Circuit Court. judge ruled here that three 
bishops appointed to new diocesés of the Serbian Orthodox Cnurch were not 
entitled to the church's property and other assets in this country. 


Legal action was required because the Holy Synod of the church, centred in 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia, suspended and subsequently deposed Bish-p Dionisije 

of Libertyville, Illinois. At the same time it divided the diocese in 

the United States into three dioceses and elected three new bishops. 

Bishop Dionisije refused to recognise his suspension and he and his followers 
have separated from the mother church in Belgrade. | 


Result of the court's decision is that the new bishops of the church, from 
Chicago, Detroit, and Los Angeles, have been declared to have no legal 
claim to the 1430 churches in the dioceses. This finalized a temporary 
injunction handed down by the court last May. 


While the court ruled on the legal question. of control of property, in the 
ecclesiastical realm the decision of the Belgrade synod has been accepted 
by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, and the three new bishops 
have been recognised as the official representatives of the Serbian Orthod >x 
Church in the U.S.A. and Canada by the National Council of Churches, U.S.A. 

. EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN COUNCIL TO BEGIN 
FINAL SESSION IN SEPTEMBER 


(Vatican City) - Pope Paul VI will open the fourth and last session of the 
Second Vatican Council on September 14 - the same date that the third session 
started in 1964, the Vatican Radio announced. It said the pontiff made his 
decision known at an audience attended by Amleto Giovanni Cardinal Cicognani, 
Vatican Secretary of State, and other prelates. 


The Council's fourth session is expected to be concluded by the end of 
November or early in December. High on the agenda will be the statements 
on religious liberty and on Catholic-Jewish relations, and the schema on 
the Church in the Modern World. j EPS, Geneva 
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CATHOLIC LAYMEN AND NEWSPAPER OPPOSE 
SPANISH BAN ON ASSOCIATIONS 


(Madrid) -~ A new law implementing an existing ban on all associations. other 
than the Spanish Falange (the "National Movement") was approved by the Cortes, 
Spain's national assembly, over protests by two prominent Roman Catholic 
laymen. 


Voting against the measure were Luis Sanchez Agesta, professor of law at ~ 
the University of Madrid, and Joaquin Ruiz-Jiminiz Cortes, former ambassador 
and Minister of Education, who attended the Second Vatican Council's third 
session as a special guest of Pope Paul VI. 


Sharp dissatisfaction over the new “law of associations" which stipulates 

that any organisation or society, lay or religious, must obtain the official 
sanction of government authorities was also voiced here by Ecclesia, regarded 
as Spain's most authoritative Roman Catholic publication. This Catholic 
Action weekly is exempt from government censorship under a Church-state agree- 
ment. EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONS CHALLENGED TO REFUSE 
SUPPORT FROM SEGREGATED CHURCHES 


(Champaign, Tllinois) - Missionary agencies were challenged to refuse 
financial support from segregated churches. The policy suggestion arose 
in a panel discussion at the Seventh Inter-Varsity Missionary Convention, 
held on the campus of the University of Illinois. 


"It would be a tremendous assistance to missionaries," said the Rev.Warren 
Webster, who serves in West Pakistan under the Conservative Baptist Foreign 


Missionary Society. "We would like to tell those to whom we preach that 
there is no racial discrimination practiced in the churches. which support 
US. It would carry ‘a great deal of force." 


In an earlier address to some 7,000 students attending the five-day inter- 
denominational conference Mr.Webster affirmed "Racial prejudice and Christian 
missions are mutually exclusive, and one of them will have to go". 

EPS, Geneva 


GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE 
PLANS US MISSION CENTRE 


(Mobile, Alabama) - Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox Arch- 
diocese of North and South America officiated here at groundbreaking ceremonies 
for a new $1 million mission centre. 


"The first Greek Orthodox church in this country was established at New. 
Orleans in the last century", the archbishop said. "And now we will start 
a second century in America by opening our first mission centre." 


‘Located on the Malbis plantation in Baldwin County the centre will have the 


name Presentation of Theotokos (Mother of God). Abbot of the new church 
and director of’ the centre will be Archimandrite Timothy G.Pantelakos. 


In his sermon at the ceremonies Archbishop Iakovos stressed the importance 
of the current ecumenical spirit, declaring that "peace and amity and harmony 


should take the place of division in Christianity". We must erase hatred 
and prejudice from the lives of men. We must seek to fulfil the Divine | 


wish that we may-all be one." EPS, Geneva 


Wo.l - 14th January 1965 — 8 
CHRISTIAN FAITH TERMED 
"CATALYST OF AUTHENTIC REVOLUTION" 


(Lincoln, Nebraska) - Addressing the 3,500 participants in the Highth Quad- 
rennial Conference of the Methodist Student Movement in the USA, Professor 


Paul L.Lehmann termed the Christian faith the "catalyst of authentic revolution", 


He recalled to the delegates that the God of the Christian faith is He who 
"goes before His people like a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night." 


Speakers on the conference theme of "The Church in the World" stressed the 
need for the renewal of the church, and Bishop James K.Mathews of Boston, 
Mass., called upon the delegates to recognise that "the man of faith ack- 
nowledges that God is indeed at work in the world making all things new". 


A Democratic Congressman, Rep.John Bradesmas of Indiana pursued the theme 
by stressing the "link between the law of love and the practice of politics." 
A South American churchman, Dr.José Miguez-Bonino of Argentina brought the 
delegates up-to-date by describing various aspects of the revolution in ‘Latin 
America and the role of Protestantism on that continent. 

EPS, Geneva 


WORLD EVANGELISM CONGRESS 
GOALS CITED BY DR.HENRY 


(Washington, D.C.) - Aims of a 10-day World Congress on Evangelism scheduled 
in West Berlin October 26 - November 4, 1966, were outlined here by Dr.Carl 
F.Henry, editor of the Protestant fortnightly, Christianity Today, which will 
sponsor the event. Evangelist Billy Graham will be honorary chairman of the 
Congress, and Dr.Henry will be chairman. 


"The over-riding concern of the Congress will be the absolute necessity of | 
fulfilling Christ's command that His disciples go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel," Dr.Henry said. "We hope one by-product of the Congress 
will be an advance within many Churches from a type of modern evangelism 
that relies on.the minister for evangelistic messages, to an evangelistic 
church membership." 


Attendance at the Congress, slated for West Berlin's Kongresshalle, will be 
by invitation only and will be limited to some 1,200 church leaders, guests 
and observers. Participating will be- leading aneaiie be from around the 
world, denominational leaders who are responsible for their Church's 
evangelistic activity, and teachers and scholars whose area of specialisation 
is evangelism. . EPS, Geneva 


CALL TO ABOLISH 
MOTHERS! UNION 


(Bournemouth, England) - The Rev.L.Roose-Francis, vicar of the Holy Epiphany 
Church, Bournemouth, said today that he has asked the Archbishop of. Canter- 
bury to abolish the Mothers! Union. 


The memorandum states: "All organisations within the one body of the Church 

tend to exert a divisive influence. The tendency is for each one to become 
an autonomous unit, jealous of its own rights and privileges. There is no 

place for such organisations in the Church today. 


"They are cluttering up its life, consuming time and energy in activities 
‘which are secondary to the Church's mission. They must not be allowed to 
stand in the way of new thought and new action." 


Commenting on the Church of England campaign which calls for new vision and 
new drive, the memorandum comments: "The existing national organisations 

for adults of the church simply cannot take it. The Mothers' Union and 
Church of England Men's Society, for example, have outlived their ‘ usefulness." 


Mr.Roose-Francis, who disbanded his own church's Mothers! Union, C.E.M.S. and 
Sunday pipes a 14 months B89, ane that since then the number of ae eo hr wor- si 
4 ; | ¥ 
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PROTESTANT CHURCHMEN HIT 
DR. NIEMOELLER'S PROPOSAL | 


(Berlin). - Dr. Reenad ions retiring Bice waa it: of the Evangelical Church of 
Hesse and Nassau, charged in an article in Voice of tne Parish,:a publication 
which he edits, that democracy existed in West Germany in name only and that 
the three parties on the ballot were "power greedy" and "no longer 

interested in the people's welfare". He proposed that people abstain from 
voting in the forthcoming federal elections. 


Several West German Protestant leaders denounced this appeal. Bishop Hanns 
Lilje of Hannover, chairman of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in - 
Germany (VELKD) , branded the proposal as "a wrong means to promote world 
peace". Similar views were expressed by Dr. Joachim Beckmann of Duesseldorf, 
president cf the Evangelical Church of the Rhineland, and Dr. Hermann 
Dietzfeltinger, of the Lutheran Church of Bavaria. 


In condemning Dr. Niemoeller's proposal for what amounted to a "boycott" of 


_the elections, Dr. Lilje said it was "a just concern for an orderly state 


that should cause men to use the available means of a democratic state 
order with conscientiousness and care". 


"Therefore", he stressed, "the command of the hour is not abstinence (from 
voting), but rather a responsible and courageous participation in public, 
political and civic life". 


Conceding that Dre Niemoeller'! s "provocatory utterances" stemmed from a 
genuine concern about peace, Dr. Lilje said that nevertheless he was 
urging the "wrong method" in proposing that ate people express their will 
for peace by voiding ballots. 


Dr. Beckmann said he shared Dr. Niemoeller's concern about West German 
democracy, but he did not believe that an ebeaecn boycott was the correct 
way to counter democracy!s shortconings. ; 


"Ofie cannot’ guard | against the danger of ia bee Rata by invalidating ballots 
or pepe Ge from the polls", he said. EPS, ee 


GAIN IN CHURCH MEMBERSHIP IN US 
EXCEEDS POPULATION RATE RISE © 


(New York) - In 1963, for the first time in three years church and synagogue 


~membership in the United States grew faster than the population increase - 
‘aby iL) per cent ~ and increased at Shag eh by some 3 million. Total 


membership’ ‘is now 120,965, 238. 


Released by the National Council of Churches, the. eee are Leeem on 
its 1965 Yearbook of American Churches, published January 15th. They were 
compiled by the NCC's Bureau of Research and Survey from reports submitted 
by 253 religious bodies in the 50 states and the District of Columbia. 
Membership statistics show that Protestants make UBM Ds a per cent of the 
population and Roman Catholics 23.8 per cent. 


Included in the Yearbook is a table tracing chureh and synagogue membership 
as a percentage of the population since 1850, when it was 17 per cent. It 
varied in ensuing years, but the total percentage for 1963 is recorded as 
64 per cent, compared with the previous all-time high'of 63.6 per cent in 
1960. EPS, Geneva 
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MILLIONS SEEKING 
UNITY 


(Geneva) - Millions of Christians of all confessions around the world will 
again join in prayer during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, from 
January 18-25. The theme of the observance is Christian renewal, as found 
in the Bible words "Behold, I make all things new" (Revelation aire eae 


In many communities Protestants, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics will hold 
joint services and study meetings. 


The annual observance is sponsored by the Commission on Faith and Order of 
the World Council of Churches and by the Roman Catholic Association for 
Christian Unity, Lyon, France. As guides to study and prayer both have 
issued similar leaflets which carry the same suggested meditations and 


' prayers. 


An introduction to the World Council leaflet declares that "Christ's own 
prayer to the Father 'that they all may be one ..-. so that the world may 
believe ...' is effective only when we are convinced that God has made all 
things new ... and that God can renew our churches and ourselves day by day." 


It asks Christians to pray during the week for "the unity for which Christ 
asked God, unity in truth and love, and unity for witness and service". 


The World Council leaflet, which has as its sub-title the words, "The walls 
which divide us do not reach to heaven", states that "our generation in 
particular has been guided to see that Christian renewal is not just an 
individual matter: it involves the wholeness of Christ's Church and the 
wholeness of human society". EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH GROUPS CHALLENGE 
SHATING OF LEGISLATORS 


(New York) - A "fairness resolution" challenging the seating of five Miss- 
issippians in the House of Representatives received backing from 'at least 

two church groups in this country. The Commission on Religion and Race of 
the National Council of Churches supported the move, applauding the courage 
of the three Negro women who had run as candidates for Mississippi's "Freedom 
Farty'\. The basis for supporting the resolution was that Negroes were 
systematically excluded from.voting in Mississippi. ; 


The statement went on, however, to say that while the Commission believed 
that the-five white Mississippians have no valid claim to the seats, neither 
do the three Freedom Party candidates, since their election was extra-legal. 
Needed to clear up matters, the Commission continued, .is "a thorough and 
impartial investigation" of election procedures in.Mississippi. This, they 
believe, would result in "the invalidation of Mississippi state election 
procedures and the disqualification of those elected." 


Delegates to the Methodist Student Movement Quadrennial Conference meeting 
in Lincoln, Nebraska, also voted overwhelming support for the "fairness 
resolution", with 1,985 in favaur, 207 against, and 136 abstaining. 

EPS, Geneva 
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FRANCO PLEDGES TO BROADEN 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN SPAIN 


(Madrid, Spain) - General Francisco Franco announced in his New Year's 
message, delivered over television on December 31st, that he would seek to 
broaden religious liberty, and he assured Spaniards that they "have 

nothing to fear" from such a move. "Our tradition", the seventy-two year 
head of state continued, "sometimes intentionally misinterpreted, is that 

of a people who are tolerant and respecting of the rights of the human 
being. In Cur Fatherland history has made persons of different races and 
different faiths live together, and now in our literature and our history 
are found parts of all these, assimilated with respect and incorporated into 
our national personality." 


The General related his move directly to the support for religious liberty 
on the part of the R.C. Church. He stated: "The Spanish should not show 
any doubt or hesitancy regarding the exercise of liberty of conscience, 
which we have practiced and which we only want toiperfect following the 
authorized inspiration of our Mother, the Church."' It is for this reason 
that "we have nothing to fear", for "our Catholic faith, which is sincere 
and profound, gives us confidence that in following the inspiration of the 
Church we follow the best way to achieve the supernatural end of each of 
us and at the same time to accomplish here on earth a form of living which 
corresponds to the principles of Christian love". 


There is at present a bill proposed in Spain which would legally recognize 
_non-catholic churches, enabling them to own property and to operate schools 
and publications. The bill would also legalize marriages between Catholics 
and non-Cathclics. EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX THEOLOGIANS AND CHURCH 
LEADERS CONFER IN ADDIS ABABA 


(Addis Ababa) - At the invitation of His Majesty Haile Selassie I, Emperor 
of Ethiopia, leaders of five Oriental Orthodox Churches are meeting to 
discuss theological and ecclesiastical issues during the month of January. 
Representatives from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, the Coptic Orthodox 
Church of Egypt, the Syrian Orthodox Church, the Syrian Orthodox Church of 
Malabar, India and the Armenian Apostolic Renae are present in Addis Ababa 
for two meetings. 


A conference of theologians began on January 8th with two representatives 
of each of the five churches in attendance. Beginning January 14th is the 
conference of Heads of the five Oriental Orthodox Churches. 


Originally planned to meet in Addis Ababa as well, a conference between 
Heads of these five ohurches and Heads of 11:Orthodox @hurches, in communion 
with the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, has been postponed. 

EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


On the first Sunday of the New Year Fr. Michael Richards, of the St. Edmund's 
Seminary at Ware, became the first Roman Catholic priest to address a 
congregation from the pulpit of an Anglican church since such meetings 
were authorised by the Hierarchy at the end of the last session of the 
Vatican Council. Preaching after Evensong in St. Peter's parish church at 
Bexhill, he said: "All can pray for one Church in Christian England." 


* * ¥* 
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Two of England's free churches - the Congregationalists and the Presbyterians 
~ have agreed on a statement of principles with a view to a possible merger. 
The statement was agreed on at a conference at Northwood, near London, of 

17 representatives each of the Congregational Union and the Presbyterian 
Church of England.. The document, which recommends a programme for a 

united church, will be submitted to assemblies of the two Churches next 
Spring. If the Assemblies approve the statement it will then be circulated 
for discussion in congregations and presbyteries throughout the nation. 


% % se 


The Romanian Orthodox Church is now represented in England for the first 
time with the appointment of the Rev.Vintila Popescu as chaplain to its 
community here. 


* * * 


Miss Faith Pomponio, director of public relations for the Protestant, Council 
of the City of New York, was named public relations director for the New York 
office of the World Council of Churches, effective January 1. . The appoint- 
ment Was announced by the Executive Committee of the US Conference for the 
World Council of Churches, organisation of the Council's 40 member churches 
in this country. She succeeds Miss Betty Thompson who has been in the New 
York office since 1956. Miss Thompson has become executive secretary for 
the. Section on Communication, Joint Commission on Education and Cultivation, 


Methodist Board of Missions. 
x * % 


The Society for the Propagation of ‘the Gospel in Foreign Parts (founded in 
1701) and the Universities! Mission to Central Africa’ (1857) have’ merged 

to form the United Society for Propagation of the Gospel. The Merger 
follows 18 months of consultation between the two societies. The United 
Society's activities will embrace all the work formerly undertaken by S.P.G. 
and U.M.C.A. 


* x ¥ 


At a meeting in Frankfurt am Main representatives of the Methodist Church 
(U.S.A.) and the Evangelical United Brethren Church discussed various ways 
of co-ordinating their work in the light of their plans to unite, and the 
fact that their work, is carried out in numerous countries and even crosses 
continental barriers. As an initial step toward unification in Europe they 
considered common publication of church periodicals in the area of youth 
work and Christian “education. 


“aE % Cs 


A chair for ecumenical studies has been created by the oman Catholic 
faculty of theology in Lyon. Courses will begin in March. R.~P,Marle,sS.J. 
will lecture in contemporary German Protestant theology, and Brother P, Y. 
Emery of the Taizé Community will examine the theology of the sacraments 
in Western Theological controversy since the Reformation and in the present 
ecumenical renewal. 

¥ x 3% 


— 
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Responsibility for promoting pulpit exchanges among local congregations 

of the six Churches participating in the Consultation on Church Union has 
been delegated to regional organisations of the denominations involved. At 
the third session of the consultation, held in Princeton, N.J., last April, 
it was agreed to encourage pulpit exchanges on January 17, just prior to 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Interdenominational meetings and 
other get-acquainted measures were recommended for the Christian Unity Week 
itself, January 18-25. 


* * * 


The Lutheran Church in Liberia will become the third foreign affiliate of 
the Lutheran Church in America (LCA) early in 1965. For 104 years the 
LCA and its predecessor, the United Lutheran Church in America, have carried 
out mission work in this area. In 1947 the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Liberia was founded as an independent body, co-operating with the mission. 
As of this year the newly named Lutheran Church in Liberia will unite the 
work of the former church and the mission. Thus the whole enterprise will 
be autonomous and accept complete responsibility for carrying out its 
evangelistic, medical, and educational programmes through this West African 


coastal country. EPS, G 
,» Geneva 
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special Report 


“" RENEWAL AND SOLIDARITY EMPHASIZED LY 


VISSER 'T HOOFT IN REPORT TO CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


(Enugu, Nigeria) ~ In his report to the Central Committee of the WCC, 
meeting for tne first time in Africa, Dr. We A. Visser 't Hooft, the WCO's 
general secretary, stressed the need for renewal in the church, and for the 
euurch’ svcontrivution.to world solidarity. 


Recalling the "spirit of the pioneers" of the ecumenical movement, Dr. Visser 
't Hooft spoke of four ways in which they can continue to guide the churches 
in their work: in the emphasis upon true catholicity, their dedication to 
the whole task of the Church, their work for unity in the church for the 

sake of its mission, and their readiness for renewal in all phages of the 
life of the Church. This renewal for which we work "means change and change 
means the giving up of patterns and structures which are no longer able to 
meet the need of the hour". 


Recognizing that the need for change will increase tension in the church 
between the old and the new, Dr. Visser 't Hooft pointed out the need to 
accept and work with this tension, and that "as a World Council of Churches" 
must at the same time take existing structures seriously, "as an 
ecumenical movement it must also stand for that renewal which is the 
condition of advance toward unity". 


Churches bear great responsibility for witnessing to human solidarity. The 
General Secretary noted that "in our times the basic problem of overcoming 
hunger or poverty and of social justice has become the issue which dominates 
all other issues and on the solution of which the future of mankind depends". 
For this reason the Christian churches have a very specific responsibility 
in this field. Most important, Dr. Visser 't Hooft continued, is that we 
realize that underlying these problems is a spiritual question.’ "Are we our 
brother's keepers? The question of my neighbour's bread is not a material 
but a spiritual question." 


in facing up to these questions the need for human solidarity confronts us. 
"A great awakening of the spirit of human solidarity" is imperative "so that 
new structures of international and economic cooperation may be created and 
a concerted attaek may be made on hunger and poverty". In this the WCC 
itself bears a great responsibility, for "Our World Council must show the 
way, not allow the tensions between rich and poor to become an unbridgeable 
chasm, and help the churches to work for the revolutionary change in 

thought and action by which we can overcome social and national egoism and 
establish genuine solidarity between the peoples". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft also reported on relations with the Roman Catholic Church 
to the Committee. At this time it has become clear that in looking at the 
world situation "we are together faced with the obligation to re-interpret 
the task of the church in an increasingly secularized world and to find the 
prophetic word to remind men in their disorderoftheorder of God." He 
stressed the active nature of this need for cooperation, for "A mere polite 
and passive co-existence is not enough. There must be the acceptance of 
responsibility of each other and therefore an intensive conversation." In 
this ongoing conversation the general secretary noted that there will be 
both bi-lateral ways of proceeding, when specific issues of doctrine arise, 
and also dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council 
"in so far as the dialogue has to do with matters in which the World Council 
itself is competent". He concluded, "Our task is to work out a clear 
distinction between these two types of dialogue!. 
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Speaking of the development of regional ecumenical organizations, Dr. Visser 

'4 Hooft noted that "Ecumenicity begins at home; in the oikos of the churched*. 
Thus with current developments of real continental unity in facing comm n 
problems these new regional developments "become an important link in the 
ecumenical chain". He noted.especially the contributions of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches (AACC) and the East Asia Christian Council (EACC) in 
this regard. . EPS, Geneva 
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DR. VISSER 'T HOOFT ASKED TO 
REMAIN IN WCC POST THROUGH 1966 


(Enugu, Nigeria - January 14) - The Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches has asked the organization's present general 
secretary, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, to remain in that position 
until the conclusion of the Committee's next meeting presently 
scheduled in August 1966. 


In taking the action the Committee voted that no action be taken 

at this time on the nomination of the Rev. Patrick Rodger, a 
minister of the Episcopal Church in Scotland, as his successor. 

Mr. Rodger is presently executive secretary of the WCC's Department 
on Faith and Order, a position he has held since 1961. 


The name of Mr. Rodger had been submitted to the Central Committee 
by its 14-member Executive Committee. The Central Committee had 
designated the smaller Executive Committee as a nominations 
committee at its last meeting held in August, 1963. 


At the same time the Central Committee here voted to establish a 
new nominations committee "to look further at the recommendation" 
of Mr. Rodger and, if it so desires, to submit another name or 
names. 


This new nominations committee will submit its recommendations to 
the 1966 Central Committee meeting. 


Members of the new nominations committee will be selected by a 

special joint committee composed of the Executive Committee and the 

Nominations Committee of the present Central Committee. This new 

committee is expected to be chosen at this meeting and to hold its 

first session before the Central Committee adjourns on January 21. 
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These decisions were announced at a press conference here by Dr. Ernest 
Payne, London, vice-chairman of the Central Committee, following two days 
of closed sessions. 


Dr. Payne emphasized that in taking these actions the Central Committee had 
not rejected the nomination of Mr. Rodger, but had voted that no action be 
taken at this time. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, who has served as general secretary of the World 
Council since its formation in 1948, had indicated three years ago that he 
wished to retire at the age of 65 which he reaches in September of this 
year. 


However, Dr. Payne said, he had expressed his willingness to stay in the 
position through the additional period requested by the Central Committee. 


Dr. Payne said the Central Committee had asked Dr. Visser 't Hooft to stay 
on because it believed this period will cover the duration of the Second 
Vatican Council. Further he said the election of a successor in 1966 will 
be approximately two years before the World Council's Fourth Assembly in 
1968, and it was felt that the new general secretary should take respons- 
ibility for its organization. 7 


Further, he declared, "we are at a critical moment in church relations 
partially because of the unexpectedly swift changes emerging in the Roman 
Catholic Church". There are also, he added, "tensions in church relations 
between Bast and-West", but noted that the WoC "has been concerned with 
this since its beginning". ~~ pte its ELL ph eee eae ae 


Another element in the Committee's vote to delay action, he said, was the 
fact that the World Council is making a study of its structure and that 
proposals, including several which affect the general SSC eet a will be 
presented to this meetings Ok 


Among these is a recommendation for the appointment of two "deputy general 
secretaries". It is envisioned th.it one of these would, deal primarily with 
wCC relations with national Christian councils and the othor with ‘adminis- 
trative matters. Both would be based at WCC headquarters in Geneva. 

EPS, Geneva 


PRESIDENT ASKS FOR: END OF NATIONAL 
QUOTAS IN US IMMIGRATION POLICY 


(Washington, PCa President Johnson called on the Congress to replace the 
national origins quota system of immigration with a policy which would allow 
an immigrant to enter the US on the: basis of the: skills he can joer e and "on 
his worth as a human being". 


A more liberal immigration policy :has been advocated by many churches and 
church organizations. . Among these agencies on record in favour of 
liberalization are Church World Service, overseas aid agency of the. National 
Council of Churches; the Department of Immigration of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference; the Spores Action Commission of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. 


The National Association of Manberiema ocnetee such a measure ean year, 
contending that it would tend to upset the religious and racial balance of 
the nation. 


President-Johnson said of the current quota system: "I do not believe this 
is either good government or, good: sense." «> EPS, Geneva 
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SUCCESSES, FAILURES OF AMERICAN 
EVANGELICALS CITED BY DR. HENRY 


(St. Paul, Minn.) - The editor of Christianity Today had both praise and 
criticism here for Americats conservative evangelicals. 


Dr. Carl F. H. Henry of Washington praised them for having resisted the 
temptation to reduce the Christian Gospel to a social ideology, but criticized 
them for having failed "miserably" in applying the Christian message to man's 
social problems. He spoke on "Creative Christian Involvement" at a midwest 
regional convention of the American Association of Evangelical Students at 
Bethel College and Seminary. — | 


It was to the credit of evangelical Christianity in America, he said, that 

it has "kept alive a burden of evangelism and missions that Protestant 
Christianity around the world holds ‘in high esteem". But he said the 

failure to apply God's revelation to all reals of human existence and energy 
has had "a repressive. and retarding effect upon our evangelistic message and 
activity". As a result, the American evangelical conmmunity "tends to become 
isolated and ingrown in its associations, in its witness and in its 
institutions", 


Because of this "ingrowness", conservative Protestantism "feels that it is 
wicked simply to associate with the world, and in fact becomes pharisaical 
when it thinks itself -pious.. "It no longer remembers or discovers what 
events and emotions stir: and challenge the teeming multitudes, what grips 
their lives in the literature and music of the times, what characterizes 
the modern mind, or what defines the essence of existence for the very © 
neighbours of our streets. It senses no challenge to formulate the 
Christian claim in terms that reflect its inescapable relevance to the 
contemporary man and to the problems of contemporary society." EPS, Geneva 


WCC LEADERS URGE WIDER CONTACTS 
WITH CONSERVATIVE CHURCHES 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - Greater attenticn to the contribution which "conservative 
evangelical" churches. and groups can make to the ecumenical movement was 
urged here by the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Reporting to the WCO's Central Committee in annual session, the interin . . 
policy-making group urged the WCC's 209 member churches.to seek ways in which 
the witness of such churches and groups could be more adequately represented 
in the life ofthe. Couricil. 


"The member churches of the World Council, which have already experienced 
something of the mutual correction and edification which is made possible by 
our eommon hembership in the Council, need also the contribution of these 
evangelical churches and desire to share with them, in such ways as may 

be found mutually acceptable, in practical tasks of Christian service and 
witness", the report said. A 


It noted that the WCC membership includes several churches which would accept 
the name ‘conservative evangelical! and whose "theological convictions, 
spiritual experience and missionary zeal might well find more vital 
expression in the life of the Council". 


At the same time, it said, several churches in this category, including some 
of the largest are not WCC menbers and it is therefore difficult to 

organise contacts with them on any considerable scale. However, a nunber 

of informal meetings have been held "in an atmosphere of mutual trust and 
Charity", it indicated. EPS, Geneva 
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GHANAITAN CHURCH LEADER CALLS 
FOR IMAGINATIVE AID TO CHURCHES 


(Enugu, Nigeria). - New situations are continually arising in Africa with’ 

which the African and world-wide churches must grapple, Mr.Samuel H.Amissah 
affirmed in an address to the WCC Central Committee. Noting that the basic 
requirement in all these situations is for new leadership, he said "whatever 
was envisaged as the ultimate cheracter of the churches, the present situation 
calls for a careful consideration of all concerned" - including African leaders, 
missionaries, and mission boards. 


Overseas churches are already giving much help in personnel and funds, and 
more may be required. But what needs to be thought out is "how such help, 
given so generously, may help to build up the churches in Africa into strong, 
responsible and mature, rather than weak, dependent bodies," Mr.Amissah said. 


A layman of the Metholdist Church of Ghana, Mr.Amissah is general secretary 
of the All Africa Conference of Churches, the continent-wide body established 
in 1963 to further the co-operation of African churches. 


The African revolution gives churches the opportunity to serve people in a 

"new situation and therefore with new needs", Mr.Amissah stated. ere 

are people who are taking in new responsibility who need to be helped to 

understand what it entails - cabinet ministers, commissioners, secretaries 

of governments abroad; youth who are continually attracted to the town; youth 

who are being resettled on the land; the growing school and college populations 

and women who are being urged by their governments to play a role in’ the life 

of their new nations through women's federations", he AER SS Se Oe 
é EPS, “Geneva 


WCC LEADER URGES PARTICIPATION OF 
CHINA AND FRANCE IN DISARMAMENT TALKS 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - The employment of all possible means to bring France and | 
the People's Republic of China into disarmament negotiations and | agreements 
was urged here by Dr.0.Frederick Nolde. ; 


The international affairs expert also called for extension of the present 
nuclear test ban treaty to include underground testing "as. it is now possidle 
with scientific developments to verify such explosions. Progress toward 
disarmament must be accelerated", he declared, "otherwise the armaments. race 
will get out of control, especially in the development of new and more des- 
tructive weapons and more effective means of delivery". 


Dr.Nolde, who is director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, addressed the Council's Central Committee in session here. 


Present disarmament agreements while "welcome", he said, “only move on th® 
fringes" and "have advanced only to a small degree of progress toward dis- 
armament itself". He suggested other moves towards disarmament should 
include limitation of nuclear striking and delivery power; establishment 

of nuclear free zones as is currently proposed for Africa by the Organisation 
for African Unity, and agreement that defence arrangements, so long as they 
are needed, will be of such a nature as will not impede but assist progress 
toward disarmament. . BPS, Geneva 
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EMPEROR AND PATRIARCH STRESS UNITY AND 
SERVICE IN ADDRESSES AT ADDIS ABABA 


(Addis Ababa) - Unity of the Church and its service to the world were 
stressed by His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I in his address 
inaugurating a conference cf Heads cf Oriental Orthodox Churches, and in 
the response to it by His Holiness Mar Ignatius Yacob III, Patriarch of 
Antioch of the Syrian Orthodox Church. 


Leaders of five Oriental Orthodox Churches are meeting tn Addis Ababa. 
They represent the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, the Coptic Orthodox Church 
of Egypt, the Syrian Orthodox Church of Malabar, India, and the Armenian 
Apostolic Church. While they have always been in communion with one 
another these five churches have not found it possible to meet formally 
together for centuries. They have gathered here to discuss matters of 
church unity and common cooperation. 


In his address the Emperor expressed the hope that "your meeting will 
contribute in a significant way to the unity of the Church." and indirectly 

to the unity of all-men". He called to mind the fact that today the 
political powers of the world are meeting, as well as the Church, "leaving 
their differences aside, to tackle common problems, and find ways and means 
for the achievement and preservation of world peace. The @hurch should not 
overlook this great task because she is the origin of peace and fraternity." 


specific hope was expressed by Haile Selassie that the division between the, 
two great groups of Orthodox Churches could be met and overcome since the 
whole world is seeking unity. The groups he referred to are the five churches 
meeting together in Addis and those who are in communion with the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. The two groups have been-separated since 

the Council. of, Chalcedon in 451 A.D. 


In his response Mar Ignatius Yacob III hailed the opportunity the Emperor 
had provided for these five churches to meet together, noting that "though 
we have a common heritage of Orthodox faith, our churches have not had an 
Opportunity of meeting together in this way for many long centuries". 


Both the Patriarch and the Emperor nated the need for specific programmes 

of cooperation. Mar Ignatius confessed "Our Churches have indeed 

inherited the Orthedox faith from our Fathers. But we have not always - 
manifested its meaning through the redeeming power of divine lcve in a world 
which is hungry for it... Through this Conference we shall net only 
strengthen the body of unity which exists among us but shall seek to re-examine 
the ways in which our true faith should transform our people. Besides, we 
Shall agree together on practical programmes of common action to make our 
Christian witness more. effective in the world," 


Concluding his address the Emperor said that in the question of social | 
welfare in the modern world "a country can achieve much more if supvorted 
by the church". "The will of God will be realized and humanity can achieve 
progress in both the spiritual and material fields in a healthy society." 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC MEMBER CHURCHES ASKED FOR 
$10,000,000 FOR AFRICAN EMERGENCIES 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - The 100-member, policy-making Central Committee of the 
World. Council of Churches, now in session here, called on all its member 
churches and their agencies to subscribe $10,000,000 over the next five 

- years to enable the African churches to care for refugees and to meet other 
emergency needs. | 


The committee were told that there are now 500,000. refugees scattered over 
the continent of Africa for whom programmes of relief and rehabilitation _ 
are needed, and that governments are calling on the churches to take their 
share in training teachers, developing agriculture, building up youth 
services, and extending medical, literary, child-care, family life, and 
Similar programmes. 


To carry out the comprehensive effort that is being planned, it is expected 
that 500 specialists in many parts of the world will have to be recruited 
and put at the disposal of the African churches. 


The All Africa Conference of Churches has agreed, the Central Committee 

was told, to take responsibility for this combined effort which is to be 
known as the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency Action in Africa (EPEAA) 
under. the supervision of its general secretary, Mr.S.H.Amissah. +The AACC 
is expected to create a special agency with full-time staff who will be 
recruited, if desired, through the World Council's Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


About $1,000,000 would be needed for the Refugee Programme, $1,367,530 for 
youth service work, $1,165,420 for agricultural development, $1,404,580 for 
teacher-training and vocational ana $4,217,939 for secondary education, - 
and‘the universities (including women's mineeee ony, and $212,300 for the 
support of various National Christian Councils. 


The balance of the ten million dollars asked for would-be held in reserve 
for the extension of the programme as new needs arose. 


In his report on-the EPEAA, Dr.Matthews, WCC African secretary, said: 
Africans now claim the right to have a say in-the kind of help they are 
given. Assistance must be preceded by processes of consultation and, if 
necessary, persuasion, rather than be accompanied by forms of coercion or 
conditional giving. 


"The old idea that he who pays the piper must call the tune is now branted., 
as ees colonialism! which, hao anything, is regarded as worse than colonialisn. 


WAfrican countries are crying out for people who are prepared to train. 


Africans to take over their own services. Institutions for local leaders 
to train other Africans is a top priority. Funds, are urgently required 
to set up such institutions. In the long run, money spent. in this way will 


produce’ much more significant: results in terms of both national policy and 
national: development. ‘ 


Dr.Matthews reported that, provided the churches work within the framework 

of the new policies developed by African governments, their assistance was 

not enly welcomed but positively encouraged. Nor would they have to ac- 
quiesce tamely and without question in the programmes set in motion by govern- 
ments but they were expected to offer constructive criticism as part of their 
co-operation. 


ro 
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Dr.Matthews concluded by saying that many of the churches and mission boards 
are already deeply involved in Africa, some perhaps to the limit of their: 
resources, but bearing in mind that the proposed $10,000,000 ease was-a five- 
year commitment he did not think it was excessive. 


UB He - might well be", he said, "that what is called for here is a re-deployment 
of resources and manpower by those churches and mission boards which have 
traditionally been engaged in work in Africa. It is common knowledge that 
many of the new governments in Africa are assuming responsibility for services 
previously carried out mainly by churches and mission boards. This applies, 
in particular, to primary education and to hospital and health services which 
represented a major commitment for churches and mission boards." 
EPS, Geneva 
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NICERIA GOVERNOR AND CHURCHMAN 
ISSUES PLEA FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 


(Enugu, igre ain) - A plea for global human rights was anes by His peel dennwe 
Sir Francis Ibiam, Governor of Hastern Nigerie and:‘one of the six ‘presidents 

of the World. Council of Churches, at the opening session of the World Council 
of Churches Central Committee. 


Following a cordial welcome to the World -Council's 100- ‘mem ber Genter Gann bbeet 
Sir Francis asked how long the governments of the Republic of South Africa and 
Portugal will "keep-in perpetual bondage human beings created in the likeness 
of God"; how long the "minority government in Southern Rhodesia will go on 
Aabibanahely: suppressing common justice and fair play which constitute the 

root and basis of the greatness" of the British; and-how-much ‘longer certain 
proud people in the. United States will te ontinue callously to blast and burn 
down Christian church buildings in their mad hate for the persons who do not 
possess the same colour which adorns their own skin". 


Sir Francis. gai de that these people who "no longer fear God" are a "Pierce 


challenge to the Christian Church the world over". 


Africans already are encouraged, he indicated, because the World Gonnert: 
of Churches and its member churches in the wHi ted States, England and the 
Republic ‘of South Africa "have all set their faces resolutely against what 
they ‘believe and indeed know does not accord with the will of God for man. 


"There will, be no aeieeea peace in Africa or the United States of America 
or Europe. or anywhere else in the world", Sir Francis predicted,. Vuntil the 
black man, by the grace of God, has completely and altogether regained his 


_gelf-respect and: become ee free from all acts of ruthlessness and 


uncharitableness which adversely affect his dignity as a human being and 
as a child of our one God and Father". 
EPS, Geneva 


* * * 


Some pbspesianes seeeorntmad ts over the Second Vatican Council's third ne 
session should not prevent continuation of "a genuine theological dialogue 
with the Roman Catholic Church"; Dr.Marcel Pradervand of Geneva, Switzerland, 
declared. He spoke at the aed meeting of the North American Area wots 


of the World Presbyterian Alliance. 


* * * 
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ALL CHURCH STRUCTURES TEMPORARY 
EVANGELISM REPORT .CONCLUDES 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - Even though present-day forms of church life may have 
served well for centuries, "all church structures are temporary". This 
is one of the conclusions reached in a report presented to the Central 
Committee of the WCC by the Department on Studies in Evangelism. 


Engaged in a study of the "Missionary Structure of the Congregation" 
since 1961, the Department has worked through regional study groups in 
North America, Western Europe, Hastern Germany, the River Plate area of 
South America, and within the All Africa Conference of Churches. 


The temporary character of church structures is necessitated by the fact 
that the church is attempting to minister and witness in a society now in 
constant rapid social change. Thus the Department urged close sociolo- 
gical study of each area in which the church is involved so that “in each 
place" the church can take on the most effective shape for its ministry. 


If they are imaginatively involved in the places where they are, churches 
discover, the report continues, that their tasks are "more appropriately 
divided up, corresponding to the extremely diverse ard developing 'worlds' 
within which they now live - the worlds, for example, where people have 
their home, do their work, make decisions and improve their education." 
This means that each congregation must be seen to be a "community of 
ministries’ dispersed throughout the secular community". 


One task of the church today is to "seek for congregational structures 
which are both flexible enough to sustain the engagement of faith with 
different and changing societies; differentiated enough to integrate 
particular interest and activities ....; and yet coherent enough to sustain 
a firm unity of faith and life among the diversified ministries cf the 
Chureh". 


Convinced of the temporary nature of church structures "from both study 
of the Scriptures and rediscovery of the Christian congregation as a witness- 
ing community" the Department pointed out: that in fact varied structures 
had always developed in the history of the church. This is true wherever 
there has been "missionary engagement within varied and changing forms of 
society'- Its hope for present developments is undergirded, the Depart- 
ment reported, by the many new experiments in "missionary presence" on the 
part of the churches. It notes, however, that many of these experiments 
"fit uneasily or not at all into the normal ecclesiological categories Ofue 
the churches within which they have emerged". Therefore a task of highest 
priority is to discover how they can be recognized as "legitimate structures 
of the Church", 

EPS, Geneva 


A draft law designed to liberalize the status of churches and religious 
communities in Yugoslavia will be introduced in parliament next month, 
according to Tanyug, the official Yugoslav press agency. The agency 

said the bill would include provisions enforcing the separation of church 
and state, proclaiming freedom of thought and religion, and giving churches 
the right to hold other private property besides worship centres. 


* * * 
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WCC LEADER SEES CHURCH UNION 
MOVEMENT AS "CRITICAL POINT" 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - The movement for church union hag reached a "critical 
point" in many parts of the world, a leading ecumenist told the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches in session here at the Hotel 
Presidential. ; | 


The Rev. Patrick C. Rodger, executive secretary of the World Council's 
Department of Faith and Order, referred to the fact that many churches have 
reached the point where it is "difficult and costly" to go forward, but it 
is "unthinkably dangerous to go back". Mr. Rodger stressed the Pbk that 
the duty of the World Council is to be consta mtly available with information 
and advice where requested, to serve the churches that originate discussions 
and actions toward union. 


The Faith and Order Department helps the churches to study the things which 
keep Christian communions apart, and to understand their basic Christian 
unity which underlies their divisions. 


Mr. Rodger cited a digest compiled last year by his department which shows 
39 negotiations for organic union under way and 15 conversations still in 
the early stages. The 439 negotiations cover 29 nations on six continents. 


"The Church of Nigeria", uniting the Anglican, Methodist and Presbyterian 
churches, is well on the road to reality. In a special interview, the Rev. 
Adeolu Adegbola, secretary of the Faith and Order Committee of the Methodist 
Church of Nigeria and a member of the Committee for Church Union, indicated 
that "The Church of Nigeria" probably will come into existence in December 
of this year or early in 1966. Mr. Adegbola said that if there is any delay 
beyond this, the uniting groups would not be too disappointed because. they: 
are anxious to form a united church with unique qualities of its own. For. 
Methodists and Presbyterians, episcopacy is a new thing, he pointed out, and 
they want to be sure that they are not merely copying the episcopacy of the 
Anglican Church. In Mr. Adegbola's opinion, the historic episcopate can be 
enriched along lines other than those traditionally known in the Anglican 
communion. 


Invitations have been received and accepted from church union committees in 
Ghana and East Africa for Faith and Order consultants to attend their 
meetings. At the close of the Enugu sessions of the World Council of 
Churches, Mr. Rodger will meet with the Bast African Consultation on Church 
Union, in Dodama, Tanzania. Dr.. Lukas Vischer, research secretary of the 
WOC Faith and Order Department, will consult with the Ghana Church Union 
Committee in Accra. 


Mr. Rodger noted that while church union negotiations presently embody a 
largely Protestant and Anglican quest for unity, ecumenical contacts are 
rapidly growing between these groups and the Orthodox and Roman Catholie 
communions. "We are getting to know each other in a way that we haven't 
known each other for years", he said. . EPS, Geneva 
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ORDINATION OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 
HELD INEVITABLE CHURCH QUESTION 


(New York) = "Tradition is not an insuperable obstacle even in the Catholic 
Church" and "it seems inevitable that the.question of the: ordination of 
women in the Catholic Church will be raised sooner or later". These views 
are presented by two Roman Catholic laywomen in a special section on 
"Should Women Be Ordained?" in the January 15 issue of The Commonweal, 
national weekly published b Roman Catholic laymen. 


Contributing articles were Miss Mary Daly, an American who received her 
doctorate in sacred theology from the University of Fribourg, Switzerland, 
and. Miss Gertrud Heinzelmann, an attorny in Zurich who edited a collection 
of statements by women on Church problems that was presented to the Fathers 
of the Second Council. 


According to Miss Daly, it is inevitable that the question ordination of 
women will be raised in the Church. 


"Tn any case", Miss Daly wrote, "the ambiguity concerning the status of 
Catholic women - an ambiguity in which anachronistic ideas and practices 
meet modern realities in head-on collision = cannot continue without 
increasing harm to women as persons and to the Church as a society. Urged 
to speak and to lead in public life, but condemned within the Church to 
silence befitting their predecessors of nineteen hundred years ago, 
Catholic women fcel the forces of contradiction and look hopefully to the 
future." 


Miss Heinzelmann, in her article, noted the call to pastoral office of 
women in many Protestant Churches in Western Europe. "Tradition, which in 
this case has already been abandoned by many of the Churches of Protestant 
countries taking part in inter-confessivnal dialogue, is not an insuperable 
obstacle even in the Catholic Church", she wrote. 


"As a matter of fact," said Miss Heinzelmann, "the primitive Church and 
early Christianity granted woman much higher status than they have had since 
the middle ages s.. Even the Apostle Paul, who is quoted to the point of 
ennui against official ecclesiastical activity by women, allowed them to 
prophesy in the assembly." EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH PROTESTANT FEDERATION RECEIVES 
NEW. CHURCHES FROM OUTSIDE FRANCE. INTO MEMBERSHIP. 


A meetirg was held last week at the headquarters of the French Protestant 
Federation in Paris, attended by over forty delegates from French-speaking 
Protestant Churches outside France". & Commission of 15 was appointed 
at the inaugural meeting tc represent them. 


The “meeting of the French Protestant Federation was attended by Pastor 
Mare Boegner (Honorary President) and by Pastor Charles Westphal’ (its - 
present President). Reposts were given showing’ that the fellowship of 
French Protestant Churches has been joined by Churches of differing 
denomination. Their membership in the Federation will make it easier to 
strengthen the links between the isolated Churches in Tunis, Morocco and 
Senegal, in South Viet-Nam, Cambodia and Laos, and also in the large towns 
of Europe and South America. EPS, Geneva 


No.2 - 21st January, 1965 ey 


TWO WCC OBSERVERS AT THE VATICAN COUNCIL GIVE 
FRANK APPRAISAL FOR ROMAN CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


Fie ners’) = ‘Specific causes for hope in the ecumenical dialogue and some 
grave reservations were expressed by two WCC observers at the Vatican 
Council in an interview for the Roman Catholic review Choisir. The inter- 
view with Dr.Lukas Vischer, Research Secretary of the Department of. Faith: : 
and Order, and Professor Nikos Nissiotis, Associate Director of the Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey, was published on the occasion of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (January 18th - 25th). 


When asked what were his impressions of the doorse on Bl celrehsd ies Dr. Ti pewan 
said: "The Vatican Council has made an effort to take the other Churches 
seriously, as partners ... In future non-Roman Christians will be considered 
not merely as baptised persons,-but as members of communities which are 
sacramental in character. Moreover, the Vatican Council does not speak 
simply of returning to the Catholic Church. The concept of renewal has 
been introduced. Thus the idea of a contribution from the non-Roman 
Churches has been accepted. Lastly, the text insists on equal status in 
dialogue by saying that this dialogue should take place "par cum pari". 


"However, the text of the decree on Hcumenism does not yet offer a true. 
basis for a community between separated Churches. It remains within a 
perspective which might be called bilateral. The Catholic Church is opening 


up to other Churches, and wants to have contacts with them. In order to. 


attain real community of dialogue and of action, certain obstacles. should 

be avoided which have their origin in Catholic ecclesiology. Admittedly, 
the decree on Ecumenism is a’ slight advance in this direction: in its pre- 
face it recognises the existence of the ecumenical movement, the fraternity 
of the non-Roman Churches in the World Council of Churches. It admits that 
the ecumenical problem does not consist solely in the relation of the Roman 
Church with the other Churches, but in the relation of all the Churches with 
one another. I must admit, however, that these things are implicit in the 
text rather than explicitly stated. Everything will poi therefore on the 
way in which the Schema is interpreted." 


As for the decree concerning the Eastern Churches which are united with Rome 
(called Uniate Churches ) Professor Nissiotis thinks he is “interpreting the 

feelings of a large section of Orthodoxy by. saying that this decree has hurt 
us somewhat; that it has put the relations between Orthodoxy and the Church 

of Rome nue to where they were before the Vatican Council. It is in clear 
contradiction with the attitude of the decree on Ecumenisn. 


",.- The Roman Church... wanted this Scheme so that the voice of the East 
shsuld be heard more distinctly within the Church of the West. In my view, 
it has not adopted the right methods to restore contact with the whole 
Christian Church.... It seems to place, between the great Orthodox Church 


-and itself, a bridge which is not a bridge, because we regard (the Uniate 


Churches) as Roman Churches. The Uniate Churches are an obstacle to the 
dialogue, instead of facilitating it, because no one in our Church will | 
ask them to assist in establishing contacts with Rome. The Secretariat... 
for Unity is empowered to take such steps. 


"By encouraging the Uniate Churches to found new parishes, to pvopaeates the 
Catholic faith, by envisaging even the creation of new Patriarchates, the 
Council gives Orthodox Christians the impression that it wants to proselytise 
~ an impression to. which we are no longer accustomed, ‘thanks to the Sehema 


1 
on Ecumenisn. /nore 
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In conclusion, Dr.Vischer is of the opinion that the time has come Uy 6) 

discuss frankly our differences in our different concepts of unity" and %o 

try to get beyond the present situation by means of dialogue and collaboration 
between all the Churches "in order to pursue limited, concrete objectives: 
joint witness, practical co-operation, questions of proselytism, of religious 
liberty", etc. 


Professor Nissiotis, for his part, stressed "that one must never regard the 
Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches as two competitive blocs. 

In our Orthodox view, Rome can at any time become a member of the World 
Council. From the ecclesiological point of view, there is no reason why not." 
And he adds: "I would go still further. The Churches could form a community 
in order to make a common witness to the Gospel. This presents great diff- 
iculties. But we are in the ecumenical movement, in accordance with the 
Encyclical of the Patriarch of Constantinople, in 1920, in order to form a 
single family which shows that the Gospel is one." 
EPS, Geneva 


WCC OBSERVER REPORTS ON 
SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - A World Council of Churches! executive said here that 

the time has come when the Roman Catholic and other churches must undertake 
common examination of what they mean by such terms as 'dialogue', ‘ecumenical 
relations', and co-operation’. 


Dr.Lukas Vischer, research secretary of the WCC's Faith and Order Department 
and one of the Council's observers to the Second Vatican Council, said that 
even though such terms have received wide currency the churches have as yet 
made "scarcely any common examination of them in regard to their content and 
consequences". 


Involved in this examination, he suggested, should be an examination of such 
traditionally thorny problems as the principles of religious liberty, prose- 
lytism, and the bearing of common witness. 


Reporting on the most recent Vatican Council session to the Wec's 100-member 
Central Committee, Dr.Vischer declared that although there has been progress, 
the Vatican Council decree on ecumenism does not provide clear directives. 


"The big question of how a fellowship of dialogue and co-operation can come 
about between the churches is still not settled". 


He emphasized that other churches have a responsibility actively to respond 
to the opportunities provided by Vatican Council advances because "even in 
their separation the separated churches are still so close to one another 
that any development in one church affects them all. The non-Roman churches 
cannot therefore look at the Roman Catholic Church as impassive observers ... 


"The non-Roman churches have a responsibility to exercise. They must attempt 
through their contribution to bring to development the potential beginnings 
made in the Council. | 


"Dialogue, encounter based on an open confession of loyalty to the truth, is 
the hope for the way ahead". 


Dr.Vischer said that the Vatican Council's third session had indicated that 
"every step must be fought for" in seeking reforms. "The session has made 
it clear that the renewal of the Church cannot go forward in a triumphal 
progress, but only in hard-fought struggles". 


Sp 


No2- 21st January 1965. 13 


Therefore its results must be seen as "compromises", even though "the 
texts adopted and promulgated still go far beyond what had been hoped 
for by the boldest predictions before the opening of the Council". 
Dr.Vischer had the following to say concerning two of the most important 
decrees: 


- De Ecclesia Decree: This text which has not been promulgated is to be 
regarded as "the most important of all the texts..." The decree outlines 
a picture of the Church which differs in many respects from the traditional 
conception of, it ... Tt makes clear that the Church must be understood — 
not primarily as a legal entity but as a mystery... It emphasizes the 
significance of the eucharistic rite ... avoids representing the hierarchy 
as set over the Church ... and underlines the eschatological character of 
the Church". It also retains "the concept of cellegiality - and this fact. 
alone opens up a new dimension. 


~ De Oecumenismo Decree: "The decree bears witness to the great change in the 
attitude of the Roman Catholic Church towards other churches (but) it allows 
no doubt that the Roman Catholic Church is the one and only Church of Jesus 
Christ and that unity.can be realised only in it and with it". At the same 
time, however, "it speaks in an entirely. new way about the other churches .. 
The great question is still ... (how) can the Roman Catholic Church, on the 
basis of its own self-understamiingform a fellowship of dialogue and co- 
operation with the other churches?" It should be noted that it uses the — 
expression “churches and ecclesial communities" (in contrast with earlier 
texts) which indicates that "the non-Roman churches are thus taken much more 
seriously as partners in dialogue and co-operation." 

EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL BEA COMMENTS ON 
THE DECREE ON ECUMENISM 


(Rome) - Cardinal Bea, President of the Vatican's Secretariat for Christian 
Unity, has published an article on the Decree ''de oecumenismo", which has 
appeared in the review Citta nuova. "Por the world, for the human family," 
he said, "the importance of this document is primarily that. the ecumenical 
effort, by renewing the Church and perfecting its unity, gives greater 
effectiveness to the witness and the work of the Church." The Cardinal 
added that this Decree shows the members of the Roman Church a dimension 
which they have not hitherto sufficiently realised: the aspirations to 
unity of all who believe in Christ. "The Decree positively affirms that 
it is essential for Catholics to recognise and to. appreciate joyfully. the- 
Christian values owned by our separated brethren, which are the heritage 
of our common patrimony". » y 

EPS, Geneva 


GENEVAN ECUMENICAL 
SEMINAR 


(Geneva) - On the 14th January a Genevan Ecumenical Seminar was held 

at the headquarters of the WCC in Geneva, attended by 150 Roman Catholic 
priests, Protestant pastors and laymen, including several members of the 
Orthodox and Old Catholic Churches. The meeting formed part of the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


The Seminar was organised by the Ecumenical "Rassemblement" of Genevan — 

Churches in collaboration with the Roman Catholic Church in Geneva. a 
was chaired by Pastor J.G.Bodmer, President of the "Rassemblement". - 

. EPS, Geneva 


No.2 - 2lst January 1965 see Rae 


NIGERMAN CHURCHMAN SEEKS NEW 
UNDERSTANDING OF "FAITH AND WORKS" 


(Enugu, Nigeria) -"The epithet Christian is hardly justifiable" unless the 
"nhysical or social needs" of the people are served, a Nigerian churchman” — 
maintrined at the Central Committee meeting of the World Council of Churches. 


The Rev.H.A.Adeola Adegbola, secretary of the Faith and Order Committee of 
the Methodist Church of Nigeria, and principal of Immanuel Theological 
College (Methodist), Ibadan, delivered a major address on the Central Comm- 
ittee theme, "Conversion to Christ and Service to the World". nett 


Discussing the important link between Christian faith and works, Mir. Adegbola 
said that they were "complementary", and conversion.to one was not complete 
without conversion to the other. 


"Whether we affirm or deny a relationship between conversion and social 
service, general practice belies any denial of such a relationship", he 
said. The mission fields almost invariably include Christian service. 
to the needy or afflicted, even those stations organized by the "so-called 
conservative evangelicals", he pointed out. These may take the form of 
educational work, development of skills, medical service or "even the simple 
but vital. distribution of grain or powdered milk", he said. 


"What .the world is waiting for;.is the extension of the service of faith to 
wider areas of life and further needs of human societies", he stressed. 


In his opinion, the chief characteristic of the current discussions on the 
relation between faith and works is that the faith under discussion is. not 
simply that of the individual believer, "but the faith of the community of 

the people of God, not only in this generation, but in all previous generations 
of the Christian era" and "including the faith of Roman Catholics, Eastern 
Orthodox, Anglican, Protestant, Pentecostalist", and those who have suffered 
persecution, and "have made life easier for others to live with the compassion 
and love. of Christ. This is the faith which has to express itself in works 

in modern society." 


Mr.Adegbola is a member of the National Committee of Church Union, which is 
the process of uniting the Anglican, Methodist and Presbyterian churches into 


"The Church of Nigeria". The united church is expected to come into existence 
at the end of 1965 or early in 1966. ; EPS,. Geneva 
* % * 


Cardinal Gerlier, Archbishop of Lyons, died on the 17th January.: During 

the war he protected persecuted Jews. Later on he encouraged the experiment 
of the worker-priests. Since 1937 he has actively. supported the ecumenical 
work of Abbé Couturier, and in 1954 (on behalf of the episcopacy of France ) 

he created the ecumenical centre known as "Unité Chrétienne" which has co- 
operated with the work of the Faith and Order Department of the WCC, especially 
in organising the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


* * * 


"Le Monde" states that the Bulgarian journal "Septemvriska Pobeda" has 
published an article, saying that rewards are being offered to citizens 
who refuse to attend church ceremonies. They are as follows: 


20 leva (1.9 US -dollars) to parents who do not have their children 
baptised; — 
60 leva to couples who do not have their marriage blessed by a priest; 
10 leva to the heirs of a deceased person who do not arrange a church 
| funeral. 


% x) x et Pi eta 
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ASIAN CHRISTIAN YOUTH ASSEMBLY CALLS FOR 
STRONGER UNIOUS AND FOR POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT 


(Dumaguete City, Philippines) - The Asian Christian Youth Assembly in its 
closing sessions called for "strongly organised trade unions, freed from 
excessive government control" and for the "responsible involvement" of 
Christrane tn OOrrvioe. 


500 delegates from 16 Asian countries participated in the Assembly, which 
met from December 28th to January 8th. Theme of the meetings, held under 
the auspices of the Bast Asia Christian Conference and the WCC, has been 
"Christ the Life". 


These young people declared that trade unions are necessary to nation-building 
in modern Asia, and also that they are necessary if "justice is to be assured 
to the worker and in all levels of the growth process". The declaration of 
the Assembly described the trade union movement in Asia as at present weak, 
"noorly organised, divided by political ideology and control". To improve 
this they advocated a movement for "increased grass root support" and more 
trained leadership. surthermore they called upon the churches to do all 

in their power to "implement the conventions of the International Labour 
Organisation". 


Speaking of Christians in politics, the delegates observed that the Church 
could not be identified with any political party or order, and they declared 
that it should not have a political party of its cwn. Rather a Christian 
is called to "responsible involvement, knowing that in. many cases the choice 
is not clearly between good and bad, but the striving after the lesser evil". 
Four principles were set up for guidance in such political involvament: 


et a Participation is based upon solidarity with the whole society, especially 
with the 'under-dog'. But the Church must always maintain hér' freedom; the 
Church cannot be totally identified with a certain political order or party, 

or even form a party of its own. 


ts The Church must educate her members to be involved in politics by 
declaring God's Word in politics - this means the Church must equip herself 
for this task, especially by bringing this challenge to her members who are 
competent in this field. 


ic Ps When the Church feels herself called to make a solemn and prophetic 
statement, she must make sure that her only criterion is the Word of God and 
not national or class interests. 


"A. Prayer is important, especially prayers of intercession for the State, 
government and also for those Christians who are involved in politics." 
(ACYA, Director of Informaticn) 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Indian Supreme Court has upheld a lower court decision which ruled 
against a group of laymen who sought to prevent Metropolitan Juhanon Mar 
Thoma of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar and his supporters from 
exercising ecclesiastical authority over the Church or controlling its 
property. Kattayam District Court in 1955 rejected the laymen's claim 
‘that doctrines held by Metropolitan Juhanon - a former president of the 
World Council of Churches - were contrary to those of the Mar Thoma Church. 


* * * 
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Dr. Rachel Henderlite, director of curriculum development for the 
Presbyterian Church, US, has been accepted as a candidate "for the ministry 
of the Word". The action, which could lead to formal ordination of 

Dr. Henderlite as a minister in the Church, comes less than a year after 
its General Assembly approved a change in The Book of Church Order to 
permit the ordination cf women. 


. x “% 


~ 


Newly appointed as Deputy Executive Officer of the Anglican Communion is 
the Rev. W. Ernest Jackson of Toronto, Canada. He will assist in the 
coordination and extension of missionary strategy and in developing 
liaison between the 18 independent churches comprising the world-wide 
Anglican Communion. 


* * % 


All the major Christian denominations in England will be represented at a 
rally for Christian Unity to be held in Trafalgar Square, London at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, January 24th as a highlight of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. Church of England, Free Church, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox 
leaders will officiate. 


% * * 


A recent study by the National Council of Churches in the USA disclosed 
that the median salary of Protestant clergymen in fifteen of the major. 
“denominations: in the United States was $6,358 (including all fringe 
benefits"). The report observes that this is "considerably below that 

of national medians for most other professional workers, below managers 
and officials, foremen, and sales workers. The only occupations which 
clergymen surpassed were craftsmen, clerical workers, -and various: types. —. 
of ‘operatives!. | . 


* * * 


Christian colleges of America were challenged to “put Christ back into 

the marketplace among the people" . by Sargent Shriver, director of the 
Peace Corps and the President's Anti-Poverty Programme. He was the 
principal speaker at the seventh annual session of the Council of Protestant 
Colleges and Universities. While commending the Churches and church 
colleges for sending young people into the Peace Corps, he deplored their 
reticence in supporting the Anti-Poverty Programme in the same manner. 


* * * 


Bishop Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hanover and Head Bishop of the United 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Germany, and Dr. Adolf Wischmann, 
President of the Foreign Department of the EKD, have been invited by the 
Patriarch of the Orthodox Church of Roumania to visit his country. The 
invitation was given by Metropolitan Justinian at the meeting of the 
Central Committee of the WCC in Enugu. 


* *. * 
Dr. Alphons Koechlin, one of the pioneers of the ecumenical movement, has 


celebrated his 80th birthday in Basle. He was formerly President of the 
YMCA.and President of the Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland. 


* * * 
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There are about 140,000 Protestants today in the Polish People's Republic 
(which has about 31 million inhabitants). Most of them are Lutheran, 
Reformed or Baptist. This information was given by Superintendent Steffani 
of the Berlin organisation for Church-Service in Eastern Europe, at the 
Epiphany meeting in Cologne of the "Association of Silesian Protestants in 
the Rhineland", He stated that most of the Protestants (53,000) were 
living in Upper Silesia where preaching in German is now prohibited, and 

in the Province of Allenstein (17,000), In Lower Silesia only two con- 
firmations had taken place during 1964. 


% % * 


A World Methodist Conference is to be held in London from August 18th to 
26th, 1966, on the subject "God in our world". The Ecumenical Methodist 
Conference was founded in London in 1881, but changed its name in 1948 to 
the "World Methedist Conference". This year's conference will be attended 
by delegates from 47 countries. 


* % * 


In the future the Churches in Austria and Germany belonging to the WCC will 
celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity during Whitsun week. In 
most countries it is observed from January 18th to 25th, at the same time 
as the Catholic Week of Prayer for Unity. The different date has been 
chosen in the German-speaking countries to coincide with that used by the 
Evangelical Alliance. 


Dr.Alfred Rammelmeyer, Pro-Rector of the Johann-Wolfgang-Goethe University 
in Frankfurt-am-Main, has proposed a Faculty of Ecumenical Theology in 
Frankfurt with Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox Chairs. - At the University 
of Frankfurt (founded in 1914) Theology is part of the Faculty of Philesophy; 
it is represented by a Protestant and a Catholic Chair and conducts several 
courses. 


* * * 
Mrs.Bodil Koch, "Kirchenmeister" of Denmark, reported on her ten-day visit 


to the Orthodox Church in Russia. She said she had the impression that 
church-life in the Soviet Union was growing stronger. 


EPS, Geneva 


150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 

1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 33 3400 

CABLES “OIKOUMENE”’ 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U. S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 


Published Weekly 


No. 3/32nd Year 28th January, 1965 


On Other Pages 


Orthodox theologian calls for solidarity with Roman Catholics . 2 
World Council expert stresses need for freedom of. religious 

ee heat a ee ea nn, fo” 's Ae wha LAtmeinied ms fe. elt iei jin!) 48 rete Meas oy Ve oie 9g; Heh wep BSED 
Committee named to nominate Visser 't Hooft successor ..... 4 
WCC Central Committee approves membership of five new churches 6 
eh ee ale Eh hiae Aiea dean a, bata Oh oi Pet Nae bee Kahenak amaee sy. egblel oi Veh ak yy hed be 
Special Report I: Complete text of the recommendation adopted 

by. the Central Committee on relations with the Roman 


: Catholic Church ° . e . ° ° e ° ° ° ° ° ° e 6 ° ° ° c . * e a5 
Special Report IIT: Highlights of Central Committee statement 
on international issues of peace, justice and freedom ... 17 


WCC APPROVES JOINT 
COMMITTEE WITH ROMAN CATHOLICS | 


(Hotel Presidential, Enugu, Nigeria) - The World Council of Churches 
has ‘approved the setting up of a joint "working group" with the Roman ~ 
Catholic Church to study principles and methods of their collaboration. 


Establishment of the group is subject to parallel action by the Roman 
Catholic Church. However, WCC leaders indicated that plans for the 
group were developed in cooperation with Vatican leaders. 


The decision by the WCC's policy-making Central Committee in session 
here recommended that the group be composed of eight WCC representatives 
and six Roman Catholic representatives. The difference in numbers 

was advised in order to provide representation of the various traditions 
within the WCC membership. The WCC is composed of 209 churches of the 
Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic traditions. (For full 
text of recommendations see Special Report I.) EPS, Geneva 


NOTE TO EPS READERS: There will be on issue of EPS on February 4th. 
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ORTHODOX THEOLOGIAN CALLS FOR 
SOLIDARITY WITH ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Geneva) - "Solidarity with our Catholic brethren" should be the goal of 
all who are outside the Roman Catholic Church, claimed Professor Nikos 
Nissiotis, a Greek Orthodox theologian and Associate Director of the 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Geneva. 


Professor Nissiotis was giving the final address at the Aula of the University 
of Geneva as part of the University's observation of the Week of prayer for 
Christian Unity. The meeting was chaired by the rector of the university 

and attended by many of the Geneva faculty as well as students and visitors. 


Many difficulties still impede relationships with the Roman Church, and 
Professor Nissiotis discussed some of them in detail, particularly those 
raised by oman principles of ecumenism and by its attitude toward the 
Hastern Churches. 


Nevertheless, he called on all to try with their Roman brethren "to transcend 
rigid categories and to rediscover the solid bases upon which the authority 
of the historic Church can express itself more effectively in a. way we all 
think more in conformity with the spirit of the Bible, and with the tradition 
of continuity of the one indivisible Church". 


Caught up in prayer, not in the deliberations of theology, we are able to 

pray "in the unity which cannot be broken by any movement because it is given 
.by grace". This is the work of the Holy Spirit, Professor Nissiotis affirmed, 
‘and must be manifest by us all together in common acts, first of all in the 
communion within the one indivisible Church, and then in the world and for 

the world through an evangelism which transcends our own particular tradition, 
and is directedtoward the whole world, its evolution and its needs”. 


Unity can be achieved immediately, for Professor Nissiotis pointed out that 
"If this prayer (for unity) is lived, it can unite together now Catholic, 
Protestant and Orthodox Christians in a unity which reflects the unity that 
already exists in the Trinity, and which gives evangelistic power to the 
united message of all Christians in the world.” . EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST CONFERENCE IN NIGERIA 
VOTES TO ENTER NEW UNION 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - In a message of greetings to the Central Committee of 

the WCC the Annual Conference of the Methodist Church of Nigeria announced 
that .it had taken "the momentous decision to enter into the Church of Nigeria 
in union with the Anglicans and Presbyterian Churches in this country." 

The other two Churches have already taken the necessary steps to enter the 
union. 


Meeting at the Methodist College in Uzakoli the Conference thus took final 
action on joining the proposed Church of Nigeria, negotiations for which 

have been proceeding for many years.. In its message to the Central Committee 
the Church gave thanks "for the inspiration which our membership in the 

World Council of Churches has meant to us." 1 HPS 5 Geneva 


RENEWAL TO BE THEME 
FOR NEXT wcc ASSEMBLY 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - "Behold, T Make All Things New" was set as ‘the ehane 
for the next Assembly of the World Council of Churches, to be held some- 
time in 1968. These decisions on arrangements for the Fourth Assembly of 
the Council were reached by the Central Committee of the WCC, meeting here. 


A preparatory booklet will be prepared, developing the theme, for study in 
the churches prior to the Assembly. At the Assembly it will be related 
to the work of the Council through presentations from various confessional 
or theological viewpoints, and through relating it to the business of the 
Assembly's working sections. EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD COUNCIL EXPERT STRESSES NEED 
FOR FREEDOM OF RELIGIOUS PRACTICE 


(Geneva) - "The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) 
has consistently urged that freedom to manifest religion in practice, as 
well. as in worship, teaching and observance be explicitly guaranteed}, said 

representative, Mr. A. Dominique Micheli, in discussing a recent 
statement he made before a United Nations sub-commission. 


He spoke during sessions at which the U.N. Sub-Commission cn Prevention of 
Discrimination and the Protection of Minorities has been considering a 
preliminary draft of a "Convention on the elimination of all forms of 
religious intolerance". 


Members of the sub-commission, from 14 nations, both eastern and western, 
are experts in the field and not representatives of their governments. = 
Nevertheless their draft will be the basis of discussion in higher U.N. 
bodies. 


In his statement Mr. Micheli underlined the need especially to provide for 
"the full substance of the right-of freedom of religion, and not merely 

with measures to eliminate religious intolerance". This right, he continued, 
has’ "a natural and indispensible counterpart in the duties of individuals 
and organizations toward society and the community as a whole, whether 
national or international", 


The draft convention at present adopted by the sub-commission provides for .the 
right to adhere to any religion or belief, and to change suciu, in accordance 
with the dictates of one!s conscience, and the freedom to manifest one's 
religion either alone or in community with others, in public or private. 


Specific rights include freedom to worship, to teach and disseminate 
religious beliefs, to practice them’ overtly, and the freedom to "organize 
and maintain local, regional and national associations, and to participate 
in international assogtations in connexion with one's activities”. 


Mr. Micheli called attention to the fact that the present draft includes as 
a specific right the "freedom for everyone to practice his religion or 
belief. by establishing and maintaining charitable and educational 
institutions and by expressing the implications of: religion or belief ‘in 
public. life. EPS, Geneva 


SERVICE IN SPORTS STADIUM FOR 
LOCAL CHRISTIANS AND WCC REPRESENTATIVES 


(Bnugu, Nigeria) - One Sunday during the meeting of the World Council of 
Churches Central Committee here a service was held in the sports stadium at 
Enugu, conducted by Pastor Martin Niemoller, one of the Presidents of the 
wec. It was attended by thousands of hocal Christians as well as visitors 
from all over the world. The sermon was preached by D. T. Niles, well-known 
Methodist theologian from Ceylon and General Secretary of the East Asia 
Christian Conference. 


A few days previously the delegates to the Central seamsbees had also 

attended a reception in the sports stadium, together with the local 

Preparatory Committee. Nigerian folk-songs and traditional folk-dances gave 

the visitors an impression of the colour and variety of Nigerian culture. 
EPS, Geneva 
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COMMITTEE NAMED TO NOMINATE 
VISSER '!T HOOFT SUCCESSOR 


(Hotel Presidential, Enugu, Nigeria) - The Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches gave unanimous approval here to a new nominating 
committee to select & successor to the organization's Pea non ae uemimbietale 
Dr. W. Ae Vesser 't Hooft. . 


The new committee was chosen at the request of the Central Committee after 
it had-agreed at a session three days ago not to take action on the 
nomination for the position of the Rev. Patrick Rodger, a minister of the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland. This nomination had been submitted to the 
Central Committee by its Executive Committee which it had designated in 
August, 1963, as a nominations committee. 


In voting to set up the new committee the esntmall soumieeee directed it to 
"look. further at the recommendation" of Mr. Rodger and, if it so desires, 
to submit another name or names. 


Named as chairman of the new committee was the Rt. Rev. John Sadiq, Anglican 
Bishop of Nagpur, India. 


‘Three members of the Executive Committee were named to the new committee. 
They were: Mrs. Kathleen Bliss, Anglican (UK). Sir Francis Ibiam, Reformed 
(Nigeria), who as one of the WCC's six presidents serves as an ex-officio 
member of the Executive Committee; and Mr. J. Irwin Miller, Disciples (USA). 


Other members of the Committee are: Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, Orthodox | 
(USSR); the Rev. Dr. H. H. Harms, Lutheran (Germany); the Rt. Rev. Ignatius 
Hazim, Orthodox (Syria) ; the Rev. Jean Kotto, Reformed (Cameroun) ; the 

Rev. Dr. Ernest H. Long, United (Canada); the Rev. Dr. John Marsh, 
Congregational (UK); Bishop J. K..Mathews, Methodist (USA); Metropolitan of 
Helicpolis and Theira Meliton, Orthodox (Istanbul); the Rev. Prof. R. 
Obermuller, United (Argentina); the Rev. Dr. J. Coventry Smith, Reformed . 
(USA); the Rev. Dr. Hdwin H. Tuller, Baptist (USA); “the Rt. Revs 

dale neh Madsen, Lutheran (Denmark); the Rev. Charles Westphal, Reformed 
(France); Mrs. B. R. Wyllie, Methodist (Australia). : 


Following action approving the names, Dr. Frederick Schiotz, president of 
the Lutheran World Federation asked delegates to "pledge their Dp aeeiee to 
the committee. 


The names of the new nominations committee were submitted by Methodist 
Bishop James K. Mathews (USA) ,i chairman of the special Central Comnittee 
group charged with the responsibility of naming the committee. 


Presenting the names, Bishop Mathews emphasized that the committee had 
sought to have a balanced geographical and confessional distribution. He 
‘said the committee also was guided by advisory ballots submitted by fers 

of the 100 members of the Central Committee. 


The new nominations committee is expected to submit. ite recommendations iG 
the next meeting of the Central Committee presently scheduled in February 1966. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft, who will reach the age of 65 in September of this year, 
has been asked by the Executive Committee to remain in his position as the 
chief executive of the international body through the conclusion of that 
1966 maghine: a | gil Geneva: 
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LARGE URBAN ARBAS PROVIDE "MOST COMPELLING 
DEMAND" FOR JOINT ACTION IN MISSION 


(Hotel Presidential, Enugu, Nigeria) - "Among all the situations which 

call for joint action (in missionary work) the most compelling demand comes » 
from the large new urban complexes which are growing up in all the six 
continents around newly developing industries". . This was one of the major 
conclusions in the report of the Division of World Mission and Evangelisn, 
presented here to the WCC Central Committee. | 


Noting that there had been increasing involvment by the Division in this 
area, the report continued that a new programme in the field of urban and 
industrial mission had just been authorised by its Divisional Committee, 
which met immediately preceding the Central Committee meeting. Pilot 
projects, consultation among those engaged in industrial mission in many 
parts of the world, and new ecumenical initiatives were called for. 


Among specific initiatives the report listed in-service training programmes, 
the promotion of ecumenical study of the basic theological, sociological 
and technical issues raised by missionary work in an urban setting. 


It noted that the urban areas present "one of the most critical points for 
missionary action in the modern world" ana that "it raises in an acute form 
many of the most burning issues in the current debates about the theology 
of missions and the structures of a missionary congregation’. 


Also stressed in the report was the growing importance of universities in 
all the six continents as a challenge to. joint action. The divisional 
staff was instructed to effer its full co-operation to the World Student 
Christian Federation in its work. - The report reiterates earlier statements 
of the division that "the university campus is one of the most stratigic 
frontiers in the total Christian mission throughout the world" and calling 
on the churches to reassess the situation there, to witness ecumenically | 
wherever possible, and to see their task in the university as "mission to — 
the university as a whole" and not merely as pastoral care of their own 
students. BPS, Geneva 


DECISIONS TAKGUN AT MEETING OF 
ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES 


(Addis Ababa) - Both a desire for dialogue and for internal reform were 
made specific in suggestions contained in the final report of a conference : 
of five Oriental Orthodox Churches held here from January 15th through 2ist. 


The report recommends that exploratory conversations be opened with the 
Roman Catholic Church. During the course of their work the church leaders 
expressed pleasure with their relations with the World Council of Churches, 
and. they expressed their own desire to go forward together. . 


Internal reforms include proposed revisions of the rules relating to fasting 
and abstinence, participation by youth in the life ieodithe Chuvch efforts 

to renew. the monastic spirit, and adoption of the Gregorian calendar. . A 
commission was appointed, consisting of two representatives from. each Church. 
It was entrusted with the task of setting up a permanent body, among these 
eastern Churches, which will be responsible for carrying out the decisions 
taken. 


His Majesty. Haile Selassie, the Emperor of Ethiopia, provided the epportunity 
for these five churches to meet together for the first time in many centuries. 
The six Patriarchs present conferred upon him the title "Defender of the Faith". 
The patriarchs are: Cyril VI, of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt; Jacob III, 
of the Syrian Orthodox Church; Vazken III Supreme Catholicos of all the 
Armenians (with his see at Btchmiadzine in the USSR); Khoren I, Catholicos 

of the Arméniansiof Cilicia; Augen I, of the Syrian Orthodox Church of. 

_ Malabar, India; and, host alorg with the. Emperor, Labuna Baselius of the 

_ Ethiopian Orthodox Church. — | Sake EPS, Geneva 


Pha ee a : 
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WCCO CENTRAL COMMITTEE APPROVES 
MEMBERSHIP FOR FIVE NEW CHURCHES 


(Hotel Presidential, Enugu, Nigeria) - The applications of five churches 

for membership in the World Council of Churches were approved by the WCC's 
Central Committee. The new churches would bring total WCC membership to 214 
churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic traditions 
around the world. 


Two of the new member churches are African, two are Asian, and one is 
Buropean. They are: 


~ The largest new member is the Serbian Orthodox Church which has 8,000,000. 
members and has long played a role in the ecumenical movement. It has some 
1,000 churches in 30 dioceses, one theological institute, and two seminaries. 
Its admission to membership means that 13 of the 14 autocephalous Orthodox 
churches are now WCC members. 


-~ The Indonesian Christian Church, with a baptized membership of 32,000 persons 
in 55 congregations in West Java, Mid-Java and East Javea. The church is in 
the Reformed tradition. 


~ The Lesotho Evangelical Church in Basutoland. It has 64,491 communicant 
members with a total membership listed at 134,000. Established through 
the efforts of the Paris Mission Society, it recently became independent. 


- The Samavesam of Telugu Baptist Churches. . It has a totalof 515 churches 
in the Andhra, Madras, and Mysore states in India and a totad-Of- d:f0y645 
communicants; 99 ordained ministers, and 277 unordained Gospel workers. . 


~iDisciples of Christ in the Congo. This church, which also became 
autonomous recently, has 142,300 members and 650 pastors, lay preachers and 
catechists. It is a member of the Congo Protestant Council and of the All 
Africa Conference of Churches. 


The. WCC constitution stipulates that application must be supported by a 
two-thirds majority of the Central Committee. This action is then communicated 
to the present membership and unless objections are received from more than 
one-third of these within six months of application the churches are 

considered elected. EPS, Geneva 


TRUE RECONCILIATION THEME OF 
UNIVERSAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR STUDENTS 


(Geneva) _ Students and advisers are called to devote themselves to "knitting 
together the broken communities of men, and to seeking honest encounters and 
true reconciliation among those now divided by church or nation or race or 
state". This challenge was contained in "A Call to Prayer" issued by the 
World Student Christian Federation (WSCF), in announcing the 1965 observance 
of the Universal Day of Prayer for Students. 


Special services "as international and ecumenical as possible" in order to 
dramatize Christian unity are planned for February 21st, this year's date. 
The call also asks "constant labour and risk on behalf of the needs of men 
for life and justice and peace". : 
HPS, Geneva: 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE COMMENDS 
REGIONAL COUNCILS OF CHURCHES 


(Hotel Presidential, Enugu, Nigeria) - The development of regional councils 
of churches such as those in East Asia and in Africa was welcomed by the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting in session here. 
However, the committee noted that "in these developments there are both 
dangers and opportunities". 


The dangers they noted were in a number of areas - that the regional councils 
might come between the churches and the WCC; that secular concepts of nation- 
alism and regionalism may seek expression through such developments; and that 
too many claims might be made upon member churches. 


Opportunities, however, “overwhelmingly outweigh the dangers". The report 
of the Central Committee listed such opportunities as follows: 


1) bridging of political divisions within regions 
(as is already the case in Africa, Bast ASia and Burope); 


2) making articulate the thinking of the region within the ecumenical 
movement; 


3) providing channels for action and communication between the WCC and 
the churches in the region; 


4) making possible regular sharing in ecumenical fellowship wider than 
that of their own nations bys 
a)member churches of the WCC not represented on the Central Committee; 
b)churches which for reasons either of size or lack of autonomy are 
unable to seek membership in the WCC; 
c)churches which are at present hesitant to seek such membership, 
but which are prepared to share in regional fellowship". 


In another action with reference to Councils of churches the Central 
Committee recommended that the Christian Council of South Africa and the 
Christian Council of Rhodesia, which had applied for an "associate relation- 
ship" with the WCC, be "invited to become, and be accepted as, National 
Councils of Churches associated with the World Council of Churches’. 

EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN OBSERVERS PLEASED WITH WCC ACTION 
ON JOINT STUDY WITH ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Hotel Presidential, Enugu, Nigeria) - Satisfaction with the World Youncil 
of Churches! action in approving a joint "working committee" with the 

Roman Catholic Church was expressed here by the two official Roman Catholic 
observers. 


"Beyond all doubt this is a step forward", said Father Pierre Duprey, France, 
secretary of the Oriental Section of the Vatican Secretariat and Father 
Jerome Hamer, 0O.P., a Belgian who is consultant to the Secretariat. 


In response to press queries the two observers issued the following state- 
ments 


"We are pleased with the decision taken by the World Council of Churches 
concerning the creation of a joint group to study and formulate principles 
and to establish methods of collaboration with the Catholic Church. 


"Beyond all doubt this is a step forward. 


"The report of the Central Committee, which was approved this evening, 

noted that preliminary conversations had taken place between representatives 
of the World Council and those of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity. | 
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"The decision just taken will .be communicated directly to the authorities 
of the Secretariat in Rome. 


"In our. opinion, the general trend of this report on the relations of the 
World Council with the Catholic: Church is in harmony with the recent decree 
of the Vatican Council on Ecumenism." - EPS, Geneva 


DO THE CHURCHES 
DIVIDE THE GENERATIONS?" 


(Hotel Presidential, Enugu, Nigeria) - Squarely facing Christian youth work 
today is the question "whether the churches are not dividing the generations 
while they are seeking to unite the confessions rs The Rev.Albert van den 
Heuvel, executive secretary of the WCC's youth department posed this question 
to the WCC Central Committee in his report here. 


The main interest of youth is not on church to church relations, but rather 
on the relation of the church to the world. Such a new mood is not confined 
to any one area or continent, but is evidenced in youth groups around the 
world, he affirmed... "They are no longer interested in such questions as 
faith and order or similar topics": Furthermore, they are increasingly 
critical .of "ecumenical organisation men". 


Seeking to discover reasons for this new situation Mr.van den Heuvel noted: 
"In the light of a crisis of faith in a secularised world many important 
problems which divide the churches have lost their existential significance 
for the younger generation. At the same time there is a unity of concern 
on specific issues among young Christians which produces new communities, 
hardly known before". 


"Are the churches not isolating Gyan dee youth from their contemporaries 
outside the Church by asking them to spend most of their time in church youth 


groups?" asked the WCC Youth Department head. He raised the further question 
whether the churches themselves are not escaping the quest for renewal by 
asking youth to "experiment in isolation". . oO UPS, Geneva, 


BISHOP DECLARES CHURCH UNITY 
COULD HAPPEN IN OUR LIFETIME 


(Canterbury, England) - The Bishop of Bristol, Dr.Oliver Tomkins, told the 
Convocation of Canterbury on the second day of its present group of sessions, 
that church unity was "something that could happen in our own lifetime". fils? 
could no longer be left to our children and grandchildren. ~ 


Wy, think we, have to, admit," said Dr. Tomkins, "that we have made life tolerable 
for ourselves in a divided Church by pretending to ourselves that the other 


Christians do not exist: He said that this was the easiest way to do dist 
and he knew there were rewire ae to carry on as if that were so. "Almost 
' the whole of our Church organisation is designed on these lines. It calls 


for conscious-and deliberate effort and a great deal of inconvenience to- 
remember what-we have in common". 


Dr.Tomkins suggested that different denominations should attempt to co- 
operate wherever "Christian forces are on the frontier meeting those with 
little or no contact witn the Christian faith". He suggested ways of doing 
this through house-to-house visitations, in industry, and in the universities. 


His motion, which welcomed the impetus to Christian unity provided by the 
work of the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches and 
by the Nottingham Conference arranged by the British Council of Churches, 
called also on the Church of England to play “its full Syephe in Ai pag fig Sat 
theological discussion and action which are involved." 


The motion was carried unanimously, adopted in the Upper Bease (comprising 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and mE ee of the eked bt and later remitted — 
to the Lower House. paths Oe et he ‘EPS, Geneva et 
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CHURCH UNION DELAYED IS 
CHURCH UNION DENIED 


(San Francisco, California) - "Church union delayed is church union denied", 
claimed Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Chureh, 
USA, Preaching in Grace Cathedral (Episcopal), Dr. Blake stated "We must 
believe that if church union.is according to the will of Christ, now is the 
time to get on with it". . 


The United Presbyterian Caceedy officer pressed for the immediate 
establishment-.of a united church "lest in this revolutionary world we 

find ourselves so bound to our own past histories that we are unable to be 
God's instrument for peace reconciliation across all boundaries of nation, 
race, or class''. 


Dr. Blake cautioned, however, that there are three pitfalls that "ever 
threaten to trap those who would unite cur churches". 


"We must", he said, "be against any church union which is established at 
the expense of truth ... <A union produced by compromising convictions is 
not according to the will of Christ." 


The second pitfall, Dr. Blake said, is the attitude held by some churchmen. 
that the Christian church, through union and a multiplicity of members, 
"ougnt to become powerful enough to dominate any state, society, or culture" 
in which it is set. 


"Those who still want the church or churches to dominate American life 
misread ths signs of the times", he asserted. "The churches and their 
leaders must learn how to serve the world rather than to go on trying, as 
inves past, to rule it<..." 


Finally, he warned: "We must be against any church union that would in 
any way threaten the ecumenical movement, or diminish the obligation to 
continue to cooperate with all Christian churches in. their common witness 
to the Lordship Jesus Christ." 


Other developments that need to be taken into consideration in furthering 
a plan of church union, he said, are: 


- the tendency of all churches to become more engaged in world-wide 
confessional relationships, which is "clearly true of the Anglican Communion, 
the Lutheran churches, the Methodist church, the Baptist bodies and, 

perhaps to a lesser extent, though clearly ad soe pumeuey in the Presbyterian 
and Reformed World Alliance. 


"This dévelopment, if it continues", he warned, "will make any widespread 
reunion of Protestant and Anglican. churches in North America less and less 
likey! . 


~ the schism that has developed in the churches because of involvement in 
race relations. 


For some churches this involvement, he said, "gave hope that church union 
could.come by the moral renewal of the churches! relevance to real life. 
For others it gave pause, wondering whether ecumenical and racial inte- 
gration would divide parts of denominations from those in the sane 
denominations who were ‘evangelical! and ‘conservative! on all social 
matters, including race." 


- the "hardening of opposition to church union proposals which may be 
expected to increase as the movement howard church union gives signs of 
strength or progress". 


Even with these obstacles that have developed since 1960, Dr. Blake 
Rie tet eemod his belief in continued work toward Christian unity. 
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"I still believe", he said, "that we dare not pursue our separate 
denominational goals as if our present divisions were not a acandas sacle a 
cyst Bde 


Since Dr. Blake made his proposal for Christian reunion, six major American 
churches have formed the COnSultation on Church Union. Participating in . 
the COCU are the United Presbyterian, Episcopal, Methodist, Disciples of 
Christ and Evangelical United Brethren churches and the United Church of 
Christ. They have a collective menbership of some 22 million. 

EPS, Geneva 


IBIAM CALLS ON YOUNG AFRICANS 
TO ENTER MISSIONARY SERVICE 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - Sir Francis Ibiam, Governor of Eastern Nigerian, called 
on the World Council of Churches to orientate young Africans so that they 
would enter the missionary service. *) * 


Sir Francis, who is one of the six presidents of the WCC, was taking part 
in a discussion of the work of the Council's Division of World Mission 
and Evangelisn. - 


"But our churches are poor", he continued. ‘when an appeal for money is 
sent out the funds needed are not always forthcoming. Mission hospitals 
are beggars... We have to ask for funds but cannot raise the fees of our 
hospitals - to do that would be a tragedy. Young Africans are not willirg 
to serve in mission hospitals because the salaries are not high enough. 


"T ask the WCC to orientate our young people to the missionary service. 
Africans are deeply religious people and they are conscious that the 
Church calls them, but in the present circumstances we have still a long 
way to go. We would like to see Africans taking part in the wonderful 
healing service to human beings." 


Sir Francis said that the remedy was to train African personnel. "the 
best evangelist in Africa is the African", he said. "Train them and you 
will find them iin every mission field." . EPS, Geneva 


WCG CENTRAL COMMITTEE WILL 
NEXT MEET FEBRUARY 1966 


(Enugu, Nigeria) - During thé concluding stages of the Central Committee 
now in session here, agreement was reached that it would next convene 
February 8-17, 1966, but the officers of the World Council were fads ie ek 
to postpone the meeting if necessary. 


No alternative date was fixed but if postponement is necessary then the 
Central Committee will probably convene in the late summer. The Central 
Committees authorized the Executive to choose the place of meeting in 
consultation with the WCC's General Secretariat. 

EPS, Geneva 
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WCC CONDEMNS 
RACIAL INJUSTICE 


(Hotel Presidential, Enugu, Nigeria) - The World Council of Churches has 
reaffirmed its vigorous opposition to all forms of racial injustice 
wherever practised. 


A statement adopted without dissenting vote by its 100-member policy- 
naking Central Committee singled out especially the United States "where 
(discrimination) is illegal at the national level by federal constitution 
and statute" and the practice of apartheid in South Africa "where it has 
general legal sanction". 


It called upon its member churches once again to appeal to the Dutch 
Reformed Churches in South Africa "to enter the struggle for human and 
racial rights ... in such a way as to forbid enforced separate develop- 
nent!. 


It recorded the Committee's gratitude that a considerable minority in 
these churches has already taken up this struggle. "We express our hope 
that they soon will find official support by their churches thus uniting 


‘the Christian forces in this cause", it said. 


The statement expressed "deep sympathy with the viztims of unjust 
accusations and discriminatory laws in South Africa and Rhodesia as well 
as in every other country, and support the appeal for funds for their 
legal defence and aid for them and for their dependents". 


It also called upon all churches everywhere "to act to ensure that all 
forms of racial discrimination in the churches themselves are rooted ey Mralin 


The statement was part of a long document dealing with highlights of the 


Central Committee Report: "Current International Issues of Peace, Justice, 
and Freedom" and covering a wide range of trouble spots. (For highlights 


see Special Report is) EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL CHALLENGE 10 
CONSERVATIVE EVANGELICALS 


(Washington) - The biweekly magazine Christianity Today called for new 


initiative toward Christian unity among more than 25,000,000 American 
church members who stand aloof from the ecumenical movement. 


"Churches whose existence derives only from sociological, racial, or 
cultural differences ought not to remain separated and divided", the 
magazine declared. "They should seek, wherever possible, union with 
other churches of like convictions." 


A seven-point statement entitled, "Frinciples of Christian Unity", was 
described by the editors as "represent{ing) evangelical conviction 
regarding one of the crucial questions before the Church today". 


The statement urged that "churches whose separate existence is grounded 

in basic theological differences of faith and order should not ignore 

these, differences, byt should seek to veaolve them by looking toward a 
visible manifestation of true unity in Jesus Chvist and by recognizing 

that certain of these differences of faith and order may be as much a 

part of Christian truth as is the truth concerning the unity of the Chuxrch!. 


The statement was among several proposals contained in the magazine's 
January 29th issue and aimed at achieving breakthroughs in Christian 
unity, particularly in evangelical (conservative Protestant) traditions. 
The issue was devoted largely to an appraisal of current ecumenical 


_ structures. EPS, Geneva 


No. 3 - 28th January, 1965 > 2 


IN BRIEF 


Four churches have for some time been negotiating for church union in 
New Zealand: ‘the Presbyterian, Congregational, Methodist, and the 
Associated Churches of Christ. Last April the General Synod‘of the 
Anglican Church asked to enter upon the negotiations. Last month the : 
last of the four original churches voted in favour of including the . 
Anglican Church in the negotiations. Therefore there is no a Joint 
Commission on church union of the five churches, and Anglican members 
who before attended sessions as observers are now members of the 
Commission. 


* % * 


Dr. Joachim Beckmann, President of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland, 
Dr. Klaus von Bismarck, Chairman of the Preparatory Committee, and . 
Dr. Hans-Hermann Walz, General Secretary of the Kirchentag, together with 
Superintendent Hans Encke of Cologne paid a visit to Cardinal Frings, in 
order to inform him about the preparations for the Kirchentag to be held 
in Gologne this year. The Archbishop said that the Catholics living in 
Cologne would place private lodgings and free rooms at the disposal of the 
Protestants attending the Kirchentag, and that he would take two of them 
into his own house. | | 


: x * * 

The Jesuit review "Civilta Cattolica" writes: "Some Catholics talk as if 
nothing had happened in the Church during the last few years, and their 
mentality still retains the anti-Protestant attitude of the past. But 
the real thinking of the Church about the prtblem of unity is expressed in 
the Vatican Council's Decree on Ecumenism. This document does not speak 
about the 'return! of ‘heretics! and 'schismatics!, but of a movement not 
only in the direction of separated Christians towards the Catholic Church, 
but also of the Catholic Ghurch towards the other Christians. Unity will 
thus be a meeting in which the Catholic Church will give the separated 
Christians what they lost, when they left it. But it will also receive 
the really Christian heritage which has been produced by the separated 
Christians during the centuries of separation, under the impulse of the 
Holy Spirit." 


* * % 


The Rt. Rev. John EH. Hines was installed as the 22nd Presiding Bishop of 
the Episcopal Church in the United States at.a service in Washington 
Cathedral -Wednesday, January 27, at 3.00 p.m. Attending the service 

were more than two thousand Bishops, clergy and lay people from all parts 
of the nation and the overseas dioceses of the Church. 


% % ¥ 


Leaders of 102 mission agencies representing 14,000. overseas missionaries 
will meet for a week-long Congress on the Church's Worldwide Mission, 
April 9-16, 1966, at Wheaton College (Ill.) to focus attention on 
strategy, purpose and methodology in world evangelism. "The purpose of 
the Congress is to relate the Bible to the entire task of missions", said 
Dr. Clyde Taylor, who heads the Evangelical Foreign Missions Assoeiation, 
co-sponsor of the gathering with the Interdenominational Foreign Mission 
Association. KE. L. Frizen, Jr., is executive secretary of the latter 
group. 


*¥ %*% 
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It has been a frequent complaint that, in the common course of modern 
African studies, religion is ignored, or treated only as an aspect of 
anthropology, sociology or history. For this reason a new international 
quarterly, “he Journal of Religion in Africa, is being devoted specifically 
to the forms and history of religion, (whether Christian, Muslim, or 
Traditional) throughout the Continent. Contributions in both French and 
English will appear. The journal will begin publication in 1965. 

BE. J. Brill of Leiden, Netherlands will be the publishers. 


* * * 


The new Christian Education Movement which has been formed to maintain and 
develop the work previously done by the Student Christian Movement in 
Schools and the Institute of Christian Education was inaugurated at the 
first meeting of its General Council in the Jerusalem Chamber at 
Westminster Abbey at 2.30 p.m. on Friday, January 22. The meeting was 
preceded by a service at St. Margaret's, Westminster at 12.30 p.m., when 
Canon Michael Stancliffe, Rector of St. Margaret's, delivered the sermon 
and the service was led by the Rev. Philip Lee-Woolf, general secretary 

of the new organisation. 


* % * 


France now has 350 Roman Catholic worker-priests and 70 seminarians in 
training in that field. Another 50 priests are acting in close liaison 
with the Mission de France, the organization responsible for the pioneering 
worker-priest movement. These figures were given in a report by Father 
André Laforge, vicar-general of the Mission de France. 


* % * 


Anastas Mikoyan, president of the presidium of the USSR, received a 
delegation from the Prague Christian Peace Conference in the Kremlin on 
January 15th. The delegation was led by Professor Josef Hromadka, a 
member of the WCC Executive Committee, and was honoured at a reception 
given by the Moscow Patriarchate. 


* * * 


The new United Church of Zambia was constituted here in services attended 
by Dr. Kenneth Kaunda, first president of the new republic. The church 
was formed by the union of the Methodist Church, the Church of 
Barotseland and the United Church of Central Africa. 


* as * 


The Rt. Rev. Josiah Kibira, consecrated assistant bishop last September, 

hes now replaced Bishop Bengt Sundkler as bishop of Bukoba. Bishop Sundkler, 
a prominent Swedish missiologist, had taken leave from a professorship in 
1961 to become the first episcopal leader of Lutherans in this areca. 

Bishop Kibira, a member of the World Council of Churches Faith and Order 
Commission, is the second African bishop in the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Tanganyika (still the official name of the Church though the nation 
changed its name to Tanzania. ‘ The head of the Church is 
Bishop Stefano R. Moshi of the Northern Diocese. Bishop Moshi has been 

a bishop since 1960. 


* % * 


The Anglican Archbishop of Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi, Dr. Leslie Brown, 
announced here that he will resign at the end of November to enable the 
Uganda Church to be led by a Ugandan. He served in Scuth India before being 
appointed Bishop of Uganda in 1953 and became the first archbishop in 1961. 
EPS, Geneva 
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special Report I 


COMPLETE TEXT OF TH! RECOMMENDATION ADOPTED BY THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTER ON RELATIONS WITH THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


ns 


At its meeting in Rochester in 1963 the Central Committee of the WCC 
adopted a statement on relations with the Homan Catholic Church which 
spoke of the beginning of a genuinely ecumenical dialogue between the 
Roman Catholic and other churches, resting upon the one foundation of 
God's revelation of himself in Jesus Christ, aiming at deeper under- 
standing, mutual enrichment and the renewal of the life of the Churches 
in which the profound dogmatic differences can be faced in a spirit 
of love and humility. It was urged that every opportunity be seized 
for the development of this dialogue at every level of the life of 
the churches. A number of specific issues were mentioned which must 
be faced if true dialogue is to be possible. 


The World Council itself is preparing for the dialogue in several 
ways: through the sending of observers to the sessions of the second 
Vatican Council; through a number of consultations on specific topics 
such as the work among the laity or missionary problems, on social 
questions and more generally through the contacts which have been 
established with the Secretariat for the Promotion of Unity in Rome. 


The adoption and promulgation of the Decree "De lecumenismo" by the 
Roman Catholic Church has created a new situation. The fact that the 
Roman Catholic Church expresses its convictions on the subject is an 
important new fact in the development of the ecumenical movement. 


For the Koman Catholic Church thus adopts a number of principles and 


policies which have guided the churches in the Hcumenical Movement in 


the past decades. There are points in which the conception of ecumenical 
relations is the same as that developed in the World Council of Churches 
and in its member churches. There are other points in which there are 


considerable differences. The World Council of Churches which has 
always sought "to draw Churches out of isolation into conference" must 
surely use this opportunity to do whatever it can do, in the light of 
its mandate, to encourage these new contacts and should itself enter 
into a conversation with the Roman Catholic Church about common concerns 
and unsolved problems of relationships. 


~The very fact that there are differences in our conceptions of ecumenical 


relations obliges us for the sake of a healthy development of the 
ecumenical movement to do our utmost to clarify our positions and, if 
possible, to arrive at mutual understanding. 


. Preliminary conversations have taken place between representatives of 


the WCC and of the Secretariat for the Promotion of Unity. The WCC's 
Executive Committee has given serious consideration to the matter and 
a number of church leaders have been consulted. 


These discussions have led to the conclusion that the time has come 
to elaborate a common understanding between the WCC and the Roman 
Catholic Church concerning the principles on which the relationships 
should be based and the manner in which they should be developed. 


Boer as 
a. | 
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5. The World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church are not com- 
parable entities. The World Council of Churches is a fellowship of many 
churches with different confessional background. The Roman Catholic’ Church 
is a single Church. Their cooperation creates therefore special problems. 
These problems can however best be solved by frank discussion. 


6. Lt da very important to note that the competence: of the WCC in this field 
has its strict limitations. It cannot act. for the member churches, unless it 
is specifically authorised to do so. The principle laid down in the Toronto 
Declaration must be faithfully observed: 


"The purpose of the World Council of Churches is not to negotiate unions 

between churches, which can only be done by the churches themselves acting on 
their.own initiative, but to bring the churches into living contact with each 
other and to promote the study and discussion of the issues of church unity." 


This means. that the WCC does not interfere in discussions. which its member 
churches may have with the Roman Catholic Church. The World Council does 
however desire to be informed about such discussions and stands ready to give 
any assistance that it may be asked to give. 


7. A clear distinction must also be made between the subjects which can 
properly be discussed between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church and those 
which can’ and must be discussed in bilateral conversations between the 
individual member churches (or confessional bodies) and the Roman Catholic 
Church. : 


Among these Sap jecue which belong to the first category we would mention 
especially: <a}.practical collaboration in the fields of philanthropy, | social 
andinternational affairs; b) theological study programmes which have a 
specific bearing on ecumenical relations (Faith and Order); c) problems which 
cause tension between the churches (a. -g. Mixed marriages, religious. liberty, 
proselytism); d) common concerns with regard to the life and mission of the 
Church (laity, missions, etc.) 


It is recognised that these Suwa have certain aspects which can best be 


discussed at the international level, and other aspects Neen onal be 


discussed at the national level. 


8. In the light of the above considerations it is proposed that a working 
group be established composed of 8 representatives of the WCC and of 6 
representatives of the Roman Catholic Church. The task of this group :would 

be to work out the principles which should be observed in further collaboration 
and in the methods which should be used. When discussing specific fields of 
work the group could invite persons specially concerned with these fields to 


‘ git with them as consultants. The working group would not be able ‘to take 


any decisions, but elaborate proposals which would be submitted to the bodies 
they represent, and communicated to ‘the member churches. 


9. The relationships between the wcec staff and the Secretariat ace 
Promotion of Unity can best be maintained by the regular exchange of visits. 


10. It will be important for the WCC to keep in these matters in close touch 
with the families of churches and confessional bodies, several of which will 
develop their own contacts with the Roman Catholic Church. This can be done 
by developing as much consultation and mutual SEPT ARON Ne lb as proves to be 
possible. rt at : 


It may also be bene, tS teclene tie tioriat councils of churches may desire the help of 
the WCC in their conversations with the Roman Catholic Church at the national 
level. 


11. It should be underlined that the WCC desires to develop its relationships 
with all churches, which are not members of the WCC but which would maintain 


contacts with it. 4 
aia 
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Special Heport IL 


HIGHLIGHTS OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON CURRENT 
INTSRNATIONAL ISSUES OF PEACH, JUSTICE AND FREEDOM 


Cyprus: The Central Committee welcomed the presence of the United Nations! 
force in Cyprus and urged that "it be continued and supported by men and 
money and equipped with authority to accomplish its task". It affirmed 
that "in line with earlier statements of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs (a WCC agency) concerning the right of self- 
determination, we believe that the right and fitness of the people of 
Cyprus to determine their future status should remain the basis of final 
settlement". 


Congo: The statement supported recent UN Security Youncil emphasis upon 

"the need to avoid all foreign intervention and to press for a reconciliation 
of forces within the Congo with the assistance of the Organisation for 
African Unity". It urged "universal adult suffrage" and "a free election 
guranateed by some-form of international inspection". It added: "The Congo 
needs help, but the help which will be beneficial must not make the country 

a battleground of outside powers -whether military, political or economic". 


Disarmament and Peacekeeping The statement urged that France and China be 
brought into disarmament negotiations and agreements; that the Test Ban 
Treaty be extended to include underground testing; that there be a limitation 
of nuclear striking and delivery power; and the establishment of nuclear free 
zones. It declared: "whether through the United Nations or by agreement 
between the nations directly concerned, arrangements ought to be made on a 
permanent basis for enquiry, conciliation, mediation, and an international 
peace-keeping 'presence! whether political or military". 


Indonesia- Malaysian Relations; The statement lauded efforts by leaders of 
the Hast Asia Christian Conference, the region-wide body, to bring together 
leaders of the two countries "in pursuit of their ministry of international 
reconciliation". It stated the belief that "the nations involved can and 
ought to settle their conflicts peacefully in accordance with the purposes 
and principles of the United Nations! Charter" and that "this can best be 

done by utilising the advantages offered by-membership in the United Nations". 


Religious Liberty in Spain: The report noted the "increasingly difficult 
Situation" of Spanish Protestants and welcomed reports that "the majority 


of Koman Catholic bishops in “pain are now in favour of a legislation 
enbodying the principles of religious liberty set out in the last draft 

of (the Vatican Council) Schema on Religious Liberty". It expressed "the 
earnest hope that a statute securing wider liberties to all non-Roman 
Catholics would soon be promulgated". 


Colonial Territories and New Nations: The statement supported "self-deter- 
mination for the remaining colonial territories" calling particular 


attention to Angola, Mozambique, and Rhodesia. "Independence begins with | 
political sovereignty, but must be sustained and undergirded by development 
of national resources and inter-national aid. A strategy to aid develop- 


ing countries which will effectivelybalance such factors as economic and 
technical assistance, trade, population, and natural resources must command 
far more generous support of the international community". | 


Refugees: The statement called upon "the international Community especially 
through the United Nations to continue to make adequate provision for the 
refugees in burope and extend their services to the developing situations 
in Asia, and especially in Africa". 


A concluding paragraph urged "Christians and all men to work unceasingly for 
deeper confidence and wider cooperation such as only goodwill and under- 
Standing can induce ... Nothing will contribute more to the achievement 

of these great purposes in a secular age than the renewal of faith expressing 
itself in service to mankind." EPS, Geneva 
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FINDINGS OF ORIENTAL 
ORTHODOX PATRIARCHS 


(Geneva) - "Laymen and laywomen must be brought into responsible positions 
and places in the life of the Church. Particularly youth must be given 
more responsibility in their participation 4n the life and work of our 
churches." 


So said the venerable Patriarchs of the five ancient Oriental Orthodox 
Churches (Egypt, Syria, India, Armenia, and Ethiopia) in their final report 
of the vonference held in Addis Ababa from Januany 15-21. (See EPS 2 and 3) 


Among the many decisions of the Conference of Patriarchs are the appointment 
of several committees: one for the study of new problems created by new 
theories or views of interpreting the faith; an expert committee for study 
of problems faced by modern men in general, with special reference to 
educated youth; and a special committee of "educators, clergymen and lay- 
men to prepare a general outline of a curriculum" for the instruction of 
the faithful. : 


Several studies have been projected, including those on evangelism, on the. 
pastoral ministry and on the monastic life, as well as the drawing up of a 
comprehensive curriculum of theological studies. ‘\ common centre of ad- 

vanced reseerch on the history, theology, and life of the Oriental Orthodox 
Churches is also envisaged, This institution is to be open to post-gradu- 
ats students of other churches wishing to do research on Orthodox churches. 


Chapter IV of the document speaks about the relation of the Oriental Ortho- 
dox Churches with other churches, With the Eastern Orthodox Churches (those 
accepting the Council of Chal-edon) closer relationship and nooperation in 
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practical affairs are already recommended. A fresh study of the Christo- 
logical issue that divides the two groups of Orthodox churches has also been 
recommended, preferably in collaboration with the Chalcedonian Orthodcx 
churches. The Roman Catholic Church is requested to reconsider its practice 
of maintaining uniate churches and proselytizing among the members of the 
Oriental Orthodox churches. 


With the non-Orthodox fellow member churches of the World Council also the 
most cordial relationships are to be maintained, through the Council, with a 
view to closer mutual understanding, They are also recuested to desist 
from proselytisn, 


A special word of commitment to the ecumenical movement "such as is repres- 
ented in the World Council of Churches" has been spoken by the Patriarchs. 


The final chapter on "Peace and Justice in the World" sayst t,..- the world 


in our times is constantly troubled by the threat and fear of war. In this 


atomic age any war can result in the destruction of the whole of civilization 
and even the world-wide annihilation of human life. Everything possible 
must be done to Ppa nee the outbreak of) war in any part of the workd." - 


Peace is described as "that state of life in which all peoples and..nations 
move forward in harmony and cooperation towards the experience of God's 
Kingdom on earth. All human beings, communities, peoples and nations must 
be treated as the basis of freedom of conscience, equality and justice... 

We would cooperate with one another and with world organizations which strive 
for the establishment of justice and peace in the world, and we call on all 
peoples, nations and states of the world to do the same." 


A Standing Committee of eight members has been appointed by the conference 


to continue its work. Bishop Samuel of the Coptic Church is its chairman 
and an Ethiopian layman, Ato Seifu Metaferia, its interim secretary general. 
. EPS; Geneva 


JOINT CELEBRATION HELD . 
OF WEEK OF PRAYER IN MADRID 


(Madrid) - Spanish Ronen Catholics den Protestants joined together for the 


‘first time in public during the Week of Prayer for Unity, in Madrid. 


Priests and pastors from the two confessions led the daily services to- 
gether, in a Protestant Church during the first three days and in a Catholic 
Chapel . of the Oriental Rite during the next three. 


Four public lectures were given by two Roman Catholic ‘speakers and two 
Protestant speakers, Pastor Benito Corvillon, president of the Spanish Evan- 
gelical Church and Brother Robert of the French Protestant community at 
Taizé. On January 25, the last day of the Octave, Mgr. Morcillo, the Arch- 
bishop cf Madrid, took the chair at a public meeting during which he. lead a 
prayer of repentance asking God for forgiveness .for the wrongs. done- to. “the | 
separated brethren", At the end of the service he conversed with, the, 
pastors, who had taken part nis gan . 


On January 28 the Association of Protestant Pastors in Madrid. had as a guest 
speaker Senor Endrique Miret Magdalena, president. of. the men!s section Of > 
Catholic Action in Spain, . who spoke on the. attitude Of - Spanish Catholicism 
to Protestantism and to the éctiménical movement. EPS, Geneva 
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BACC COMMITTEE 
MEETS AT MANILA 


(Geneva) - The report has now been received here of the meeting of the 
Working Committee of the Bast Asia Christian Conference in Manila in January, 
which voted to accept two new applicant churches, the Methodist Church in 
Taiwan and the Toradja Church in Celebes (Indonesia), bringing the meriber- 
ship up to 77 church bodies in this area, The Toradja Church has a member- 
ship of 150,000. The application of another Indonesian church, Huria 
Kristen Indonesia, with a membership of 250,000, will be decided at the next 
meeting of the committee in December. 


Among other actions, the committee voted to support selected projects of 
service. and evangelism in all continents, including assistance to a home for 
the blind in Jerusalem and the inter-racial service project in the Lompoc 
Delta. A total. of US $47,500 was allocated for projects in 1965. : 


The committee also received reports on the first Asian Christian Seminar on 
"Communication", and on an informal consultation of Christian leaders con- 
cerning the tension between Indonesia and Malaya. It also expressed its 
concern over the situation of Asian youth. The First Asian Youth Assembly 
has just been held in Dumaguete City, Philippines (see EPS No. a 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
STUDIES FINANCIAL NEEDS 


(Landon) - Nearly £20 million more will be needed by 1973 to meet the Church 
of England's needs, in the light of economic trends and future opportunities. 


THis is the principal finding of a study group set up by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York under the chairmanship of the Bishop of Norwich, whose © 
report will be presented at the coming session of the Church Assembly. 


The study group brought together for the first time the Church Assembly, the 
Church Commissioners, and missionary interests, which collect and dispense 
the church's “finances. The examination made covers the maintenance of the 
ministry and ‘the worship of the church, its witness in society, its capital 
needs, and the support of the church overseas.’ 


It is estimated that. of the total amount needed, ihe Church Commissioners 
will be providing £23 million in 1973, but the Commtadbanars have made it 
clear that if further expenditure is contemplated, the extra money required 
would have to be raised from other sources. 


The group also advocated a 50% rise in clergy stipends over the next ten 
years. The average income of incumbents in 1963- ced was £1,000 with a 
parsonage. 


The Church Assembly will also consider a py to set up @ commission to 
consider the method of appointing parish clergy, life tenure of benefices, — 
retirement ages, and a new minimum age for pensions. These are points ~ 
singled out for attention by the Central Advisory Council for the Ministry 
in last year's controversial report by author and sociologist Leslie Paul | 
on the deployment and: payment of the clergy. tat ' - BPS, Geneva 


a \ . 
aes pt A nae YD \ " 
a be Oak en cite il hats / 


No. 4 - 11th February, 1965 | saa 6 


DUTCH ROMAN CATHOLICS, PROTESTANTS 
OPEN DIALOGUE 


(Driebergen, Netherlands) - Following the conversion of Princess Irene to 
the Roman Catholic faith, correspondence took place last year between 
Bernard, Cardinal Alfrink, Archbishop of Utrecht, and leaders of the Nether- 
lands Reformed Church. Cardinal Alfrink expressed the wish for further 
talks, and it was agreed that other Protestant churches should be involved. 


A preparatory talk took place here on January 27, and it was decided that 
the mutual recognition of baptism should be the first subject of discussion. 


Protestant participants at the meeting included Dr. BE. Emmen and Prof. H. 
Berkhof of the Netherlands Reformed Church, and Prof. J. van Genderen of 
the Christian Reformed Church. Dr. Led. van Holk of the Armenian Brother- 
hood and Prof. G.C. Berkhouwer. of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 
were unable to be present. | 


The Roman Catholic delegation was led by Msgr. P.A. Nierman, Bishop of 
Groningen and a member of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, and 
Father Jan C. Groot. va EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN LUTHERAN SYNODS 
WILL VOTE ON UNION PLAN 


(Adelaide, Australia) - A Document of Union adopted by an intersynodical 
committee of Australia's two Lutheran churches, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Australia (related to the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) and the’ 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Australia, will be presented to the 
general synod meetings of the two bodies. Its. immediate effect, if. adopted, 
would be the mutual recognition of pulpit and altar fellowship. However 

it would commit them to go ahead. with plans for the formation of a united 

* church. 


The plan calls for, automatic termination of the existing external ties of. . 
both churches, including that of the UELCA in the Lutheran Mission, New 
Guinea, and in the Lutheran World Federation, "until the implications of 
such affiliation are resolved..." The plan was characterized as a "real. . 
preak-through". Since 1952 negotiations have been held up by the ELOM 
which refused to go further until the question of the churchés' external 
associations was settled, ; ik | 


PRESIDENT NAMES CHURCH LEADERS. 
TO COMMISSION ON POVERTY | 


(Washington) — Roman Catholic Archbishop Robert E. Lucey of San Antonio, 
Texas, and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chairman of the National Council. of 


Churches! Commission on Religion and Race, were named to a National Advisory. . 


Council established by President Johnson for the. government's anti-poverty 
programme. Re TA” ge a? | yo er 


The council's 14 members also include other léaders in education, labour, 
and industry. Chairman is R. Sargent Shriver, head of the Peace Corps and 
director of the Office of Economic Opportunity which is administering the 
Administration's war against poverty. BPS, Geneva 


EPS, Geneva Ly 


———— 
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U.S. METHODISTS URGE GOVERNMENT 
INITIATIVE IN CONGO NON-INTERFERENCE PACT 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - The Methodist Board of Missions had unanimously 
adopted a resolution calling on the United States to "take the initiative" in 
calling for an international pact on non-interference in the Congo. 


The resolution, coming near the end of the Board's annual meeting here, said 
that the agreement could be worked out either in the United Nations or the 
Organization of African Unity, and be policed by an international force 
recruited by the UN ond the OAU. 


In taking its position on the Congo, The Methodist Church became the first 
major denomination in the USA openly to take a stand on the explosive issue. 
Much of the Board's work in the Central Congo has been curtailed because of 
political instability in the country. Last year one of its missionaries 
was killed by rebel forces, and five others, with their families, were held 
prisoners for several weeks. 


"The crisis on Congo is a major threat to world peace", the resolution said. 
"A11 citizens must strive for a workable - even if temporary - solution, 
until a more enduring one can be developed. 


"We call upon the church and other agencies to continue their work of 
redemption, reconciliation, alleviation of human sufferings and striving to 
make possible the realization of each individual's full potential. 


"Likewise, we call upon the United States to take the initiative in calling 
for an international pact of non-interference in the Congo by any nation as 
well as a cease-fire within the Congo." : EPS, Geneva — 


Py 


COPTIC CONFERENCE SET 
TO CONDEMN JEWISH DRAFT 


(Cairo) - Invitations have been sent to Coptic Orthodox leaders in Ethiopia, 
Sudan, Jordan, and the United Arab Republic to attend a summit conference 
here designed to register sharp disapproval of the Vatican Council draft 
declaration exonerating Jews from the charge of deicide. 


Patriarch Kyrillos VI of Alexandria, who has already gone on record as being 
bitterly opposed to the draft document, will preside over the summit confer- 
ence, scheduled to apen on February 8.. The conference is expected, accord— 
ing to Coptic observers here, to issue a resolution calling on all Christians 
"to follow the Bible, which condemns Jews for Christ's crucifixion, and to 
regard all resolutions contrary to the text of the Bible as invalid". 

EPS, Geneva 


JOINT CONFERENCE ON CHURCH BUILDING: 


(Paris) - A conference on church building took place here recently jointly 
organized by the Roman Catholic, Protestant and Jewish committees responsible 
for building churches, and chaired by M. Claudius Petit, a former Minister of 
Building, “Cardinal Feltin, Pastor Charles Westphal, and the Chief Rabbi 
Jacob Kaplan took the chair in turn at the working sessions. 


One of the conclusions of the conference was that a principal place of worship 
was required for a population of 50,000; with three to five halls and sub- 
sidiary places of worship for a district of 10,000 - 12,000. It was noted 
that in the last 20 years the Reformed Church of France has opened 130 new 
places of worship, 50 of them in the last five years. EPS, Geneva 


——__—__—- -——-- 
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CONSULTATION PLANNED ON 
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY IN THE ACADEMIC WORLD 


Pesneya) ke Leaders of European Student Christian Movements met in their ‘ 
annual staff meeting in Vienna last week and elaborated plans for a European. 
consultation on the Christian community in the academic world. They hope 
that at this meeting churches, SCMs, and all other interested bodies will . 
carefully consider together the challenges to Christian life and faith felt 
in the modern university as well as those policies with regard to Christian 
communities (i.e. finance, bhildings, student pastors, etc. ) which will 
ensure adequate and united Christian presence in the academic world... The. 
plan calls for a meeting of experts later this year in order to draw up a 
thorough process of study and discussion leading to the larger conference in 
a year-or more's time. 


The staff meeting also heard reports- of the growing contacts and cooperation 
between SCMs and Roman Catholic students in different countries. Perhaps 
the most striking of these was the announcement of a joint Protestant/Roman 
Catholic student congress in Germany in October, on the theme "There is more 
to being a student" ("Studieren ist anders"). : 


A third discussion concerned the growth of contacts between Eastern and. 
Western Europe. Several national SCMs are planning group. visits to Eastern 
countries during the summer vacation in the hope of genuine dialogue with | 
Rastern Christians and student leaders. The meeting emphasized the need 
far Western Christians to overcome the propagandist outlook distressingly 
common and unrecognized in their own countries, and also the need for con- 
tacts to develop in both directions. a Nk 


The main preoccupation of leaders of SCMs in Schools, who also met in 
Vienna, was the planning for a European conference of secondary schovl boys 
and girls to be held in Woudschoten, Holland, in August 1966, on the general 
theme of Reconciliation. EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS SWITCH 
MEETING FROM SEGREGATED CHURCH 


(Atlanta, Ga.) - The moderator of the Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern) 


announced that the denomination will not hold its annual General Assembly in 
April at Second Presbyterian church in Memphis, Terrie ; Mh ytd of its 


racial controversies. 


Dr, Felix+B. Gear of Deactur , Bed said an "emergency" has been created. in. 
view of the church's position and the denomination's long-standing policy — 
"which affirms that the church is open for worship and membership to all 

irrespective of race". He said that instead the Assembly will be held in 


Mentreat, N.C., at the denomination's conference grounds where facilities 
are non-segregated. 


The latest in a series of racial eaaies at pees Presbyterian onneen in 
Memphis took place recently when members of the session. (governing body). | 
turned away three or four Negroes who wished to attend Sunday services even 


as the pastor, Dr. Henry E. Russell, was in the pulpit pleading for a policy 
of non-segregation. : EPS, Geneva 


ns Auk Aa 
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SCOTTISH OVERSEAS 
CHURCHES CONSULTATION 


(Edinburgh) — Plans are now well advanced for the important series of talks 
tn be held in September this year at 5t. Andrews between the Church of Scot- 
lend and 12 of the young churches of Africa, Asia and the West Indies which 
have emerged in areas of Church of Scotland missionary work. 


The purpose of the consultation is to re-examine the relationships and 
working arrangements of the Church of Scotland and other old-established 
churches and missionary societies with the young churches overseas, all but 
one of them in independent states. The old relationship of a church and 
its "foreign mission" no longer exists; instead there is a new relationship 
between independent churches around the world, all concerned in mission. 
Western churches, which used to have the role of "sending" missionaries are 
now also at the receiving end. The overseas churches which formerly were 
mainly receiving are increasingly looking -utwards from their own areas. 

oa BPS; Geneva 


BISHOP MOORE OUTLINES 
PRINCIPLES OF DELTA MINISTRY 


(Mississippi) —~ In the second issue of "Delta Ministry", Bishop Paul Moore, 
Jr.e, recently appointed chairman of the Commission on the Delta Ministry for 
the National Council of Churches’ (USA), refers to "the overwhelming impor- 
tance of the work that lies before" this new NCC project in the Mississippi 
Delta. i . 


"The work is urgent", he says, "because the Negro revolution is urgent, and 
we all have waited far, far too long to take a real part in it. 


"This is an undertaking ecumenical in spirit. The ministry will not be just 
cooperation of individuals but the developing:of a deep community and 
churchly life which will, itself, be a ministry to those who are part of it 
and which will, God willing, bear the spirit of Christ. 


"The problems and obstacles ahead are large... But let us. not meditate upon 
the problems, but rather upon the thought that this may be the most exciting 
chapter in the Church's history in our time." EPS, Geneva 


f 


BRAZILIAN BAPTISTS LAUNCH 
NATIONWIDE EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE 


(Rio de Janeire) - One hundred and fifty thousand persons assembled in 
Maracana Stadium here cn January 31 for the launching of a nationwide Baptist 
evangelistic crusade. 


The service was preceded on Saturday afternoon by a parade which extended 
over two miles of the main streets of Rio de Janeiro. Approximately 100,000 
people gathered in a large plaza and overflowed into surrounding streets as 
the parade ended. Ean 


The evangelistic crusade itself will begin in March in southern Brazil and 
continue into June in the north. Baptist leaders from Portugal and Italy 
will take a prominent part in it. ~ . ; EPS, Geneva 
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LUTHERAN RESEARCH CENTRE 
INAUGURATED AT STRASBOURG 


(Strasbourg) - Protestant, Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Old Catholic church 
leaders gathered here on February 1 for the inauguration of the study centre 
of the Lutheran Foundation for Inter+Confessional Research. Among those | 
present were the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Strasbourg, Mgr. Weber; Dr. 
Mare Boegner of the Reformed Church of France; the exarch in London of the 
Orthodox Patriarchate of Moscow; and representatives of the World Council 
of Churches, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and the Old Catholic: 
Church. A letter was read from Bishop J.G.M. Willebrands, secretary of the 
Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, expressing his 
“great regret" at his inability to be present for the occasion, 


Speakers at the two-day series of events that marked the opening of the 
Institute for Ecumenical Research, which is housed near the university, 
included Dr. Frederik A. Schiotz of Minneapolis, president of the Lutheran 
World Federation; Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger of Munich, chairman of the 
Foundation for Inter-Confessional Research; Inspector Robert Wolff, chair- 
man of the National Alliance of Lutheran Churches in France; and three 
internationally known theologians: Dr. K.E. Skydsgaard of Copenhagen, Dr. 
Oscar Cullmann of Basel, and Dr. Vilmos Vajta, former director of the LWF. 
Department of Theology, who is to head the Strasbourg Institute. 


A rally attended by 2,000 persons took place in Strasbourg!s Festival Palace 
on January 33% Spéaking at this rally, Dr. Schiotz said that the LWF is | 
Willing to arrange "continuing contacts" with the Roman Catholic Church after 
the Second Vatican Council if the latter so desires. He thanked God ."for 
the manifest evidence of the renewing work of the Holy Spirit" in the 
Council's work. "We see much work yet to be done", he said, "but not to. 
acknowledge what has already happened would be tantamount to blasphemy". 


Stating that "we pray, for the Second Vatican Council and the renewal of our 
own church", he added: "And if conversations between Lutherans and Roman . 
Catholics take place, the treasure which the Holy Spirit uncovered in the. 

Reformation may well become a treasure with which God will bless us all." 


Dr. Schiotz also referred to a book to be published in three languages this 
summer as a tool for thosé engaged.in contacts with Rome. Entitled "Dialogue 
on the Way", the book has been compiled by the Lutheran Foundation for Inter- 
Confessional Research. Contributors include Prof. Cullmann, Dr. Edmund 
Schlink, Dr. Skydsgaard, Bishop Dietzfelbinger, and Dr. Vajta. oh ai 
BPS, Geneva 


_ GERMAN CHURCHES PLAN : 
NEGOTIATIONS ON INTERMARRIAGE 


(Berlin) ~ A Commission has been. set up by the German Evangelical Church: 
Council to discuss with the Roman Catholic Church matters concerning the 
evangelical concept of marriage and the problems of intermarriage’ between 
the different confessions. The practice, frequently insisted on, of the 
rebaptism of. evangelical converts is specifically mentioned... The German 
churches should.endeavour to come to some definite agreement with the Roman 
Catholic dioceses "in accordance with principles already laid down", The 
Commission has as its chairman Bavarian Bishop D. Hermann Dietzfelbinger 
of Munich. 
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The Council, which met here last week, has also decided to enter into 
negotiation with the Roman Catholic Church about the practical issues of the 
Vatican Council's decree, De Bcumenismo. Members of the German Evangelical 
Church (EKD) were asked to form working groups in their respective regions 
to consider relationships with the Roman Catholic Church. The Council 
welcomed the proposal of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches to set up a permanent joint advisory committee with representatives 
of the Vatican. It further approved the "Proposals for joint activities by 
Evangelical and Catholic Christians" prepared by the Conference of Lutheran 
Bishops which points to the possible forms of inter-confessional encounter 
but opposes united worship because of "deep-rooted differences in our 
understanding of the Church", : EPS, Geneva 


MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE SUPPORTS 
DIALOGUE WITH ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Moscow) = Metropolitan Nicodim, head of the foreign affairs department of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, reaffirmed the church!s desire for dialogue 
with the Roman Catholic Church on his return here from Enugu, Nigeria, where 
he attended the meeting of the World Council of Churches! Central Committee. 


The decisi»n of the Committee to elect eight people to a working group to 
discuss problems of mutual interest between the WCC and the Roman Catholic 
Church was in line with the Russian Church's stand at the Third Pan-Orthodox 
Conference at Rhodes, last November, favouring establishment of an inter- 
Orthodox theological commission to hold a dialogue with Catholics when the 
Second Vatican Council ends. 


"Tt was only natural then", he said, "that when 4 similar suggestion was 
voiced at the Nigeria session, I should sie ok ave Ly, support it in the name 
of the Moscow Patriarchate". EPS, Geneva 


COLOUR BAR IN SOUTH AFRICAN 
CHURCH SCHOOL 


(Cape Town) ~ The governors of the Anglican St. George's Grammar School 
here have refused to admit: the-som of a Coloured Anglican churchwarden, Mr. 
Jee Thomas. : 


"The custom and practice of the community, together with the trend of 
legislation, make the immediate admission of these (non-white) boys unaccept- 
able, and it is premature to try an experiment of this nature." ; 


The Dean of Cape Town, who is chairman of the school council, has dissociated 
himself from the decision on the grounds that church schools should be 
pioneers and moulders of wpinion. 


The boy's father announced that he would appeal to the Archbishop of Cape 
Town, but was told that the primate was powerless to intervene as he is not. 
on the school souncil. Now Mr. Thomas is:seeking to enrol his daughter in 
an all-white girls! schozl of which the Archbishop is one of the governors. 
EPS, Geneva 
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"NATIONAL CHRISTIAN STRATEGY" 
GOAL OF COUNCIL SESSION 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council of Churches is formulating a “National 
Christian Strategy" to guide churches in facing the country's religious and 
secular developments during the next ten years. 


Details of the programme were to be worked out at the interdenominational 
council's annual meeting opening here February ll, to be attended by some 
150 Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox leaders, 


The presence of observers from four non-member churches makes the meeting 
one of the more important ecumenical events in Australia. Observers were 
to come from the Roman Catholic Church, Russian Orthodox Church Outside 
Russia, United Evangelical Lutheran Church, and Serbian Orthodox Church. 
EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP'S STAND ON 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE ype Reet. 
(Washington, D.C.) ~ Bishop John E. Hines, installed as the 22nd Presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church on January 27, said’ at a press conference 
before his installation that his personal stand on civil rights "includes 
civil disobedience in situations where a man's conscience leads him to dis- 
obey civil law". | 


He was taken to task later by the Dean of Dallas, Dre C. Preston Wiles, who 
referred in a sermon preached in Dallas cathedral, to."those. in high places 
in the church and the church's life who honestly and sincerely uphold the 
principles of civil disobedience.,. 


"To follow the path. of civil obedience may require of man even greater ; 
sacrifice than civil disobedience", he said, "Tt may prove to be even more 
agonizing," EPS, Geneva © 


IN BRIER 


The patriarchs of the Serbian Orthodox and the Bulgarian Orthodox Churches 
have drawn the attention of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople to 
the critical situation of two monasteries on Mount Athos which may have to 
close for.lack of novices. He is asked to make urgent representation +o. 
the Greek government, which has so far refused entry to novices from Commun- 
ist countries, to gliow the admission of novices from Serbia and Bulgaria. 


NEL a: ¥* 


Theologians of the Church of England (Anglican) and the Netherlands Reformed 
Church have held their third meeting in Holland to: discuss theological 
questions of common interest. The Anglican group was headed by the Bishop 
of Leicester, and the Dutch delegation by Dr. Eebert. Emmen, general secretary 
of the Netherlands Reformed Church... . ais 


* * Wars 


Dr. Masao Takenaka, prominent Japanese theologian and chairman of the 
committee on the witness of the laity of the Bast Asia Christian Conference, 
has been appointed Dean of Doshisha University School of Theolegy, Kyoto, 

at the age of 39. 
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The Rev. Floyd Honey, secretary of the Mission Board of the United Church of 
Canada, was expelled from Portugal, when he arrived in Lisbon from Nigeria, 
where he had attended meetings of the World Council of Churches. Asked why 
he might have been expelled, Dr. Honey said he had made statements in the 
past criticizing the Portuguese government's policy towards Protestant 
missionaries in Angola. 


* * * 


Cologne's Roman Catholic cathedral opened its doors to permit several hundred 
Moslems to hold rites there marking the end of Ramadan, the Islamic fasting 
period. Observers said this marked the first time that a Moslem service was 
conducted in a Roman Catholic church in Germany. Permission was given by 
the cathedral chapter with the approval of Joseph Cardinal Frings, Archbishop 
of Cologne. Request for use of the cathedral was made by several imams on 
behalf of Turkish migrant workers in Cologne, estimated to number about 
4,000. 


* * * 


Bishop Cassian, rector of the Russian Orthodox Institute of St. Sergius in 
Paris, died on February 4. Formerly professor at the University of St. 
Petersburg, he was a pioneer of the ecumenical movement and taught at St. 
sergius from 1925. 


ery vat ae 


The World Council of Churches has just received a donation of some 1000 books 
on Protestant and Catholic missions and on the history of Chinese civilisation. 
The books, which are the gift of Mme. Philippe Vargas, came from the library 
of her husband who for a long time was a missionary in China. 


* * * 


Dr. Solomon Gaon, Chief Rabbi of the Sephardic community in Britain and 
official spokesman of the Sephardic Jews in Europe, has appealed to the 
Spanish government to accord legal status to Judaism as a "full-fledged and 
recognized body" in all phases of Jewish religious activities. Dr. Gaon 
noted that increasing numbers of Moroccan Jews were entering Spain and that 
it was essential for them to be given legal and social recognition, if they 
were to develop synagogues, educational, and welfare agencies. 


* * * 


Dr. Douglas Horton, observer of the International Congregational Council at 
Vatican II, called the United Church of Christ to a "ministry of ecumenical 
exploration". The United Church has a "great gift to make to the Church of 
the future", he said, "the principle of unity in diversity", 


ne Pe * 


The first joint Anglican-Methodist aided school in England is to be built at 
Withnell, Lancashire, A mixed infant and junior school for 280 children, 
it will replace existing schools of both denominations. Details of school 
religious instruction and worship are being amicably worked out. 

EPS, Genéva 


CORRECTION: EPS regrets the mistaken impression given by the item headed 

"Increasing restiveness about infant baptism in Church of England" (EPS No. 

1, 14th January, 1965). The vote referred to took place only in one of 

four commissions of the conference at Swanwick. The conference as a whole, 

attended by 260 clergy and laymen, deliberately declined to vote on the 
subject. 


= = 
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spcotat Report 


THE ATLANTIC AND EUROPEAN CRISES: STATEMENT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON THE CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY FOR EUROPEAN COOPERATION 


(Paris) - A group of Christian laymen from Western European countries met 
here on February 6-7, and at the end of its s.ssion published a statement on 
the present "Atlantic and Eurovean crises", This unofficial committee, 
known as the Committee on the Christian Responsibility for Buropean Co- 
operation, has been working for several years already at regular intervals 
and dealt with problems of Christian witness with regard to European co- 
operation and unity. It is-chaired by Dr. Dr. C.L. Patijn of the Nether- 
lands. Vice-chairmen are: Dr. Walter Bauer, Germany; Professor André 
Philip, France; and Mr. Peter Kirk, UK. 


The statement starts by saying: 


"The current discussion in Burope about nuclear-armed, multi-lateral forces 
heralds the fact that we are irresistibly moving towards critical decisions 
about nuclear control which will have consequences perhaps far beyond the 
European boundaries. Since it is clear that we cannot recover nuclear 


imnocence, the basic question becomes whether the nations can devise means . 


to achieve international control of these weapons, through agreements which 
would be binding on the Western world, the USSR, and China. Tfirit isvspxil 
too early to foresee this happening on a universal scale, it is not at all 
impossible that a start could now be made within the Western Alliance in 
vrder to facilitate a future agreement. Success there might be of decisive 
importance in persuading other nuclear powers that a cemmon system could 
prove practicable. 


The statement goes on to lay down "a few clear and relevant propositions" 
which the churches should consider as a basis for a "new possibility for 
effective action", These are: 


"1, A corollary to the principle that the Western world cannot unilater ae 
renounce the possession of nuclear weapons is that progressive steps should 
be taken towards their international control, 


"2, The Western Alliance should exercise political self-discipline in 
carrying out this principle, pechune tiie leche mt of ses aie involves 
great moral responsibility. ew ht 


">. Within the Alliance such discipline should be vee same for all Buropean 


states, and, therefore, nuclear idee pacers within Ay ee can ‘be assumed 
only on” “she basis: ‘of equality, | fon 


ta, The ‘principle of national sovereignty in nuclear affaire ne be 
accepted and national nuclear forces in the NATO area in Europe should 
ultimately be eliminated, i 


"5, Under the above conditions an Atlantic nuclear force could be accepted 
as a first step towards Buropean participation in the nuclear responsibilities 
of NATO. 


"6, The sharing of nuclear responsibility in the Atlantic framework could 
be paralleled by the incorporation of Europe's conventional forces and their 
equipment within a European conventional defence community to which Britain 
should make her full contribution. 
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"7, Progress in such Atlantic-European defence arrangements should be 
accompanied from the beginning by parallel progress towards the formulation 
of a common foreign policy for Kurope and the USA on every ma jor world 
problen. 


"8, The organization of the West in such forms poses the problem of the 
future relations between the Atlantic area and the ones parts of the world 
which need careful discussion in the future," 


On "The German Problem" the statement says: 


"The ‘continuation, twenty years after the war, of the division of Germany, 
against the wish of the Germans, .remains inacceptable to the conscience of 
Christians: It feeds a mutual distrust and hostility between the powers. 
of East and West. It perpetuates an injustice and is a source of unceasing 
tension in the heart of Europe, constantly threatening to provoke armed 
conflicts and touch off a nuclear war... 


"The reunification of Germany must not take place at the expense of other 
European countries. Consequently it is necessary that at a given time 
there should be a comprehensive settlement of the boundaries of Germany | 
with her Eastern neighbours in such a way that fear of territorial claims . 
be. eliminated. 


"Such a settlement must a mutually guaranteed both by West ata Hast in 
order to, provide Central Europe with the necessary stability." 


A.final section is headed "The Responsibilities of the European Communities" 
and states: 


"The success of the span sip Economic Community, which was demonstrated 
again by the agricultural agreement between the Six in December, brings 
with it both a hope and a challenge. The hope is that the example of 
difficult problems being solved through the growing esprit de corps of 
efficials from different countries can show us the way to settlement in 
other fields. Problems can only be solved by finding the solutions, not © 
be. repeating general principles or seeking national power and glory. 


"The challenge is that the gradual waning of individual nationalism inside™ 
the community must not be replaced by a European nationalism which will be 
even sy smn im mapkch dapat United Europe must realize that it is united to 
serve and not 10 dominate and the stronger it becomes economically the 
greater its responsibilities. 


"The: question of British participation remains the one erent outstanding 
problem... No Atlantic settlement will be possible without a solution of 
this question." 3 EPS, Geneva 
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CARDINAL BEA, DRe BOEGNER 
VISIT wec IN GENEVA | 


(Geneva, February 18) - His Emirience Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the 
Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, announced today that "the Holy 
See greets with joy and fully accepts" a World Council of Churches! 
proposal to set up a-joint "working group" to explore together the 
possibilities of dialogue and collaboration . 


Cardinal Bea made the announcement during an historic visit to the 
headquarters of the World Council of Churches here. .It was the Parsi 
time a Prince of the Roman Catholic @hurch has visited the WCC, an 
organization of 214 Protestant, Anglican, CP, and ‘Old Catholic 
churches around the world. 


Welcomed with him’was Dr. Mare Boegner, of Paris, a former president of 
the World Council and one of the best known and beloved of ecumenical 
leaders. } 


The two ecumenical pioneers, both in their mid-80's, spoke at a reception 
and later were guests at a private luncheon at the. WCC. They were in 
Geneva at the invitation of Rassemblement Oecuménique de Geneve, and the 
Roman Catholic Church in. Geneva, 


They are scheduled to address a public meeting here tomorrow sponsored 
jointly by the Rassemblement and the Roman Catholic Chureh in Geneva. 


Behind the historic visit to WCC headquarters lies a record of growing 
amity of relations between the World Council and the Roman Catholic Church, 
which, as recently as 1954, had forbidden.its clergy and laity to attend 
the WCC's Second Assembly held in Evanston, Ill.,.(USA). Since 1961 

Roman Catholic observers have been present at major WCC meetings and WCC 
observers have attended all sessions of the Second Vatican Council. 


Speakdug at the reception Cardinal Bea took cognizance of this fact. 
Addressing the distinguished audience of church, government, and diplomatic 
leaders as "Most dear brothers in Christ", he declared: 


"That which chiefly emphasizes the imy “rtance of today! s meeting and gives 
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it much greater significance is, as it were, its actual historical context. | 


"In reality there is a question here of a meeting preceded by long prepar- 
ation, not so much technical as of a psychological nature, that is; the 

whole series of contacts made and developed in these last five years since 
the foundation of the (Vatican) Secretariat for Unity, both with many of 

the churches which are members of the Council and also with the World Council 
Be. Such ses! 


The fact that the decree on Ecumenism was approved by a vote of more than 
2,000 to 11 at the last session of the Vatican Council is: indicative: of 

"the increasingly fervent ecumenical atmosphere which pervaded the Councilar 
Assembly", he said. 


"At the Council (the Council Fathers) were brougat up against the reality, 
made to reflect deeply, to establish some first contacts with their non-. 
Catholic brethren and thus to create by degrees some ecumenical mentality. 


"...The decree does nothing else than fixon paper the personal experience 
of the Council Fathers; in the decree, therefore, we have not merely fine 
phrases, but these are the expression of a sincere and deciled ecumenical 
Will on.thespart ofthe Catholic: Church,: which. in its turn is’ the best 
guarantee that the decree will be. put - late practice.!|. 


He characterized the meeting here as "a symbol of fruitful roaeenes for 
further developments, but cautioned this does not mean that "we are unaware 
Of the mountain of obstacles and difficulties which still vise in our Path. 


SIAR aa ane = da gee Jom Wn ts wna 


"Difficulties, of not aes Red they may be, are no means a reason for 
causing brothers to withdraw diffidently from contact: with one: another. - Our 
fraternal: charity andsiove) of unity wilh) Sather ata us the courage for an 
open.dialogué even. on difficult questions. .. 


"Thiga holds also in the case of conversations in the most waiteete field; 
namely that of doctrine. For this we all have a basis-in common: thé Word 
of God in the Holy Scripture, bearing in mind also its concrete expression 
in the writings of the ancient Fathers of the Bast and West." . 


Dr. Boegner speaking to the reception recalled the early days of the World 
Council of Churches and the tremenous plese ds which has been made towards 
unity in the period since. 


" Anyone who has faved though the last 55 years realizes ee Fe prodteione 
achievement this (visit) is.'' He said he was confident it would 'strenatish 
the atmosphere (in which) will ripen the fruits of mutual understanding, of 
mutual respect, of joint theological study in the search for the truth of 
Christ, which brings with it all the promise and all the demands of love." 


Dr. W. A. Visser't Hooft welcomed the’ two guests to the’ World Council as 
"two men whose names are-indissolubly linked both with the past history and 
‘with the present development of the ecumenical moverient". 


He paid tribute to the Vatican decree on ecumenism for its "elear 
statement... that the future progress of ecumenism depends upon the renewal 
of the life of the Church" and for the fact that it: "rejects any notion of 
‘ecumenical confusion! and describes the ecumenical quest as.a ‘loyal 
dialogue’ in which genuine differences are taken with full seriousness". |) 


Responding to Cardinal Bea!s announcement that the Roman Catholic Church 
had approved the proposal-for a joint "working group", Dr. Visser t$ Hooft, 
noted that, "the fact thet your church and the World Council have now 
publicly aes their desire to develop ies ica. is historical fact. 

Now the work can begin." . . ‘: ‘ret 


thd 


‘The proposal for the joint "working group" with the Roman cain Church 
was approved by the. World Council's policy-making Central Committee at its 


meeting in Enugu, Nigeria, January 12-21, a loke yam mnene, Aime Mane cai Geneva 3 fF" e 
Note to Editors Full texts of the speeches and ae of the neeting Anes ed 
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BUROPEAN CHURCHES PLAN 
FUTURE WORK 


(Vienna, Austria) - Members of the Presidium and Advisory Committee of the 
Conference of ania Churches meeting here last week reviewed the work 
of the Conference's recent constituting assembly and outlined steps for 
future development of its work. It was the first meeting of the joint 
body since the Conference was constituted on board the M.S. Bornholm last 
October. 


Major discussion was given to the activities of the Conference's four 

working groups. Group 1. titled "The Churches, of Europe and the Churches of 
Other Continents" was requested to examine the preparation of a consultation 

of European churches. and mission societies. It was decided also that 

Working Group 4 dealing with "Responsible Cooperation Between Generations"should 
not be continued in its present form but that efforts be made to increase 

the participation of younger people in other working groups, thus 

"endeavouring to work out the generation problem in actual experience". 


Three new Working Groups. were approved. One will examine the concept of 
related problems of lay work and missions. The second will concentrate on 
problems of peace and reconciliation in divided Europe. It was indicated 
this would involve examination of such matters as various types of migration. 
A third will study "The Service (Diakonia) of the Churches in Europe". 


In other actions the meeting: 


- agreed unanimously to reappoint Dr. Glen Garfield Williams as general 
secretary of the Conference and Dr. Hans Heinrich Harms, senior pastor of 
St. Michael's Lutheran Church, Hamburg, as advisory secretary. Dr. Williams 
is secretary for Hurope of the Division of Inter Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service of the World Council of Churches. 


-~ voted to hold the next Conference Assembly,September 29-- October. 5, 1967 
in Austria. The decision not to hold it in Denmark, the site of previous 
conferences, because of the risk that difficulties in granting visas for 
East German delegates might not be resolved by that date was taken with 
"deep regret". 


- decided to hold the next meeting of the Presidium in September, 1965, 
probably in Roumania, the first official meeting in an East Huropean 
country by an authoritative body of the Conference. EPS, Geneva 


WC@ APPHALS YOR ATD TO HEBUILD CHURCHES 
DESTROYED IN PHILIPPINES HURRICANES 


(Geneva) - ~ Of $76,000 needed to help rebuild 28 churches in the Philippines 
destroyed in recent hurricanes $10,000 has already been received, reports 
the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, which 
is making the appeal on behalf of the National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines. 


Dr. Leslie E.-Gooke, director of the Division, issuing the appeal to WCC 
member churches, said that last year 29 hurricanes - almost twice the 
"normal" number - devastéted the islands. More than 1,000 persons lost 
their lives and more than $50,000,000 worth of property was damaged. 


"The NCC has made a careful survey", Dr. Cooke writes. "It finds ‘that 

28 churches of those destroyed or damaged are in areas where the crop and 
livelihood loss is so severe that the members cannot be expected on their 
own resources to rebuild." EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. LUTHERANS APPROVE "OFFICIAL" 
CONVERSATION WITH ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Los Angeles) -~ The National Lutheran Council, coordinating body of the 
major USA Lutheran churches, has approved proposals for joint Lutheran- 
Roman Catholic conversations. 


In a unanimous action, the 38 councillors from the Lutheran Church in 
America and the American Lutheran Church approved official co-sponsorship 
with the. recently-established Catholic "Bishops! Commission for Ecumenical 
Affairs" of theological talks between Catholic and Lutheran theologians. 


Lutheran participation will be sponsored by the NLC in its capacity as 
the USA National Committee for the Lutheran World Federation. 


“The discussions are. expected to get.underway following concurrence by the 
lyf and after the Catholic Commission gives authorization to the co- 
sponsorship. 


These were other highlights of the NCC's A7th annual meeting: 


The Council approved a resolution backing President Lyndon B. Johnson's 
proposed revamping of the federal immigration laws. The resolution called 
on Congress to "seek a just and workable substitute for the National 
Origins quota system" and reaffirmed a 1960 NLC action citing several 
objectives in immigration law. 


Dr. Paul ©. Empie, executive director of the NLC, called for a clari- 
fication of the role of the churches~in national life as a "necessity" in 
view of the increasing controversy over church-state relations. He said 
a rationale or philosophy is needed that "will articulate explicitly and 
succinctly the reasoning according to which the Cuurches, by the very, 
nature of their God-given mission, are obligated to exert spiritual 
tnfluence on nations) late. 


A report that church-related welfare agencies in the USA, pressed by 
society for multiple services, are "becoming increasingly dependent" on 
fees and government subsidies to compensate for insufficient support from 
their constituents. The Rev. Gjermund S. Thompson, executive secretary 
of the NLC's Division of Welfare, said that as a result "the element of 
charity is also tending to decrease in our church agencies And it 
also calls. into question", Mr. Thompson added, “whether there is anything 
unique about church welfare, or Iutheran Ve lined services, which a public 
or Other voluntary welfare agency could not render." 


A report that Lutheran churches in the United States have assisted in the 
resettlement of nearly 75,000 persons in this country since World War ITI, . 
American Iutherans contributed $2,820,000 toward the global ministry of ~ 
the Lutheran World Federation in 1964, it also was reported. EPS, Geneva 


COMMITTEES ASK APPROVAL TO DRAFT 
PRESBYTERIAN US-REFORMRD UNION 


(Louisville, Ky. ) - Authorization to draft a plan of union between the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (Southern), and the Reformed CGaurch in 
America is being sought by a joint committee of both denominations. 


Representatives of the two churches agreed at a session here to begin ; 
drafting the union proposal if their respective national governing bodies 
grant permission at their next annual sessions. If these bodies approve, 
the Joint Committee of 24 will begin working on a draft union plan which is 
expected to be completed "no later than 1968". => . EPS, Geneva 
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CARDINAL URGES JOINT CHRISTIAN 
ACTION ON SOCIAL PROBLEMS 


(Bembay) - Valerian Cardinal Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, made a strong 
plea for joint Christian action in non-religious fields in an address to 
a meeting here. of Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Methodists, Orthcdox, Mar 
Thomites, and other Christians. 


"These: are the areas in which most of us agree basically", he said. 

"Let us join ranks to stem the tide of irreligion and immorality that even 
now is insinuating itself and sapping the fibre of our nation. But most 

of all, we must pray together." EPS, Geneva 


JEYPORE CHURCHES IN INDIA 
NOW HAVE SAME PRESIDENT 


(Jeypore, Orissa, India) - Two Lutheran church bodies, functioning in neigh- 
bouring areas of Orissa State that formerly made up a single mission field, 
have taken a significant step toward rejoining their congregations into a 
united :church. 


The Rev. Jacob Nag, who has been serving as the president of the 44,000- 
member Jeypore Evangelical Lutheran Church since 1962, has been elected 

to occupy also the presidency of the 2,000-member East Jeypore Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. 


Full union is the eventual goal of the two churches, both of which owe their 
missionary origin to work begun on 1885 by the Schleswig-Holstein Lutheran 
Mission Society of Germany, commonly known as the Breklum Mission. 

EPS, Geneva 


NEV SASP OFFICER 
BEGINS WORK 


(Geneva) - Mr.Robert Menzies has begun work here as Executive Secretary of 
SASP (committee on Specialised Assistance to Social Prcejects), a body which 
serves the whole World Council of Churches when helping its members to solve 
problems of unusual complexity in the social, economic, and technical spheres. 
An Executive Secretary for SASP is a new appointment made necessary by the 
committee's growing importance and heavily increased work load. 


Mr.Menzies will work closely with Pastor D.Heinrich Puffert, Secretary of 
the SASP Committee,which now has five panels of some 40 experts in various 
fields. 


The former director of Personnel for Roan Antelope Copper Mines, Zambia, 
Mr.tlenzies is of British nationality and a member of the United Church of 
Zambia. He was for seven years a member of the Board of Governors of the 
Mindola ieumenical Foundation and a former chairman of the Board. 

PS, Geneva 


HRISTIANS IN JaPAN OPPOS: 
OBS:.:nViNCS OF NATIONAL vATE 


(Tokyo) - Opposition of the National Christian Council of Japan to the 
revival of February 11 as a national holiday commemorating the founding 

of Japan in the year 660 B.C. by Lmperor Jimmu was voiced in a telegram 
sent to Prime Minister sisaku Sato by the Rev.Chitose Kishi, President, 
National Christian Council of Japan. 

The cable said the designation of the date would "revive old relationships 


With national Shinto. Therefore we are against it on the basis of freedom 
oe faith. He . PS, Geneva 
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POLL SHOWS ANGLICAN CONC URN 
OVER INFANT BAPTISM PRACTICE 


(London) - On the basis of a poll involving 441 clergymen and 727 laymen,. 
the Church of England Newspaper reported here that it fund major concern 
about the Anglican practice of infant baptism. While the poll was "nation- 
wide" in the sense that it reached all corners of England, it contained the 
opinions of only 341 of the 17,000 full-time. clergymen in the church. 


The: journal undertook the sampling following the resignation of two pastors 
in December over the'infant baptism issue" and the announcement by two 
others that they would not carry out the ceremony in their parishes. 


"Deep concern" about the practice of infant baptism in the "secularised" 
society of the 20th century was alco expressed by several Anglican clergy- 


men who attended an ecumenical conference at Swanwick, Derbyshire, in January. 


Clergymen participating in the poll indicated that they are not satisfied 
with the church's practices on infant baptism, but they du not believe in’ 
abolishing that practice; they believe (6 to 1) there are good biblical 
reasons to baptise children of confirmed members and hold (2 to 1) that 
such ceremonies should be held only for children of. confirmed members. 
Also, Anglican clerey are split on the vows said by godparents (172 for, 
155 against). 


Laymen polled are overwhelmingly spposed to current church practices 
involving infant baptism (552 to 169) but are equally oppwsed to abolishment 
of the rite (455 to 268); they feel there is good biblical reason for infant 
baptism for children of confirmed members (402 to 286), but hold the vows 
said by godparents should be stopped (410 to 269). Also, they »ppose 
restricting such baptism to children of confirmed members. 


In an editorial comment the journal said the prompt and widespread response 
might be held to suggest that infant baptism is of more concern to many 
members of the Church of England than any of the 'big subjects' such as 
Anglican-Methodist relations, religionless Christianity, MRI, and other 
areas: "which are commonly believed to. be of first. importance". HPS,. Geneva 


PASTORAL SHORTAGZS AROUSE 
CONCURN IN SWEDEN, JENMART 


(Copenhagen) - Prospects of severe shortages of pastors are beginning to 
ee aeS 2 concern in the national Lutheran Churches of Sweden and Denmark. 


i Stockholm new official statistics forecast that 58 per cent of the 
present clergy of the Church of Sweden will reach retirement age in the 
next 15 years. -In the rapidly growing capital, Bishop Helge Ljungberg 
said his diocese already needed at least 50 more ministers. 


Ways to remedy a similar problem in the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Chieah 


are now being studied by its VYonference of Bishops. In this country, too, 
the need is felt most acutely in the urban areas, where large population 


increases make urgent the expansion of parish work. PS, Geneva 
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JAPANESE CHURCHES STRESS 
INDUSTRIAL EVANGELISM 


(Himeji, Japan) -~ Japanese churches are becoming increasingly aware of the 
urgency of developing . more effective approaches to modern society, 
discussions at the Second Industrial Evangelism conference held here 
recently indicated. 


Forty Japanese pastors and missionaries from many Christian churches and 
organizations attended the two-day meeting sponsored by the National 
Christian Council. The theme was "Technological Innovations and Japanese 
society". 


The speakers included Prof. Yoshiro Hoshiho, Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, 
who in a discussion of automation credited the adoption of mass production 
processes with Japan's rapid economic growth in the past ten years. 


"While we can enjoy the affluent society which has resulted", he said, 
"we must recognize that these cconomic benefits have been gained through 
sacrifices on the part of the workerg”'. 


Work which consists only of repeating a 5-second operation to produce one 
unit in a mass production system makes no contribution to the personality 
growth of the worker, he said. The structure of society must be changed 

so that technical innovations will give more meaning to work. EPS, Geneva 


POPE RECEIVES 
ORTHODOX DELEGATION 


(Rome ) - Pope Paul VI welcomed the visit of an Orthodox delegation from the 
Hcumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople here as a meeting which history 
will mark as "the beginning of a new stage in the relations between 
Catholicism arid Eastern Orthodoxy". It was the first formal contact: 
between the churches after years of estrangement. 


The delegation composed of Metropolitan Meliton of EHlioupolis and 
Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myra communicated to the Pope the decisions 
taken by the Third Pan-Orthodox Conference held in Rhodes in November, at 
which they served as president and general sccretary, respectively. 


The Rhodes meeting reaffirmed the Orthodox desire to establish dialogue with 
the Roman Catholic Church on an "equal footing", but stressed that "adequate 
preparation and the ereation of appropriate conditions" were essential for 
fruitful discussions. The conference authorized the Ecumenical Patriarch 

to communicate this resolution to the Pore. 


The Pope told.the delegates that "we welcome the wisdom and realism shown 
in the main lines" of the Orthodox recommendations and that "at every 
level of church life" an atmosphere conducive to dialogue must be sought.. 


Metropolitan Meliton addressing the Pope emphasized Orthodox concern: for 

Christian unity, noting that all three pan-Orthodox conferences had been 

particularly concerned with relations with the Roman Catholic Church. 
EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN SCM -ANTS uXTENSION OF 
WAR CRIMSS STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 


(Bonn) - Uxtension of the statute of limitations for legal acti n against 
Nazi war criminals beyond its scheduled expiration date of May 8 was called 
fer by the German Student Christian Movement. 


The SCM also appealed to the Bonn Gevernment to resume full diplomatic 
relations with Israel, and to prohibit the work of German scientists, 
armaments experts, and others in the United Arab Republic. 


Similar actions have also been urged by Dr.Ernst Wilm, president of the 
Evangelical Church of ‘Jestphalia and council chairman of the Evangelical 
United Church. | 


7 


Writing in a church journal, Dr.‘iilm,who was a prisoner at the Dachau 
concentration camp for three years,said that "evil forces will be resurrected 
from among. our people" if the war crimes statute of limitations is not 
extended. iPS , Geneva 


COVENTRY CHURCHES ACT TO 
IMPROVE HOUSING CONDITIONS 


(Coventry) - "The most formidable, heartbreaking, and intractable problem 
of our day" was how the Anglican Bishop of Coventry, Dr.Cuthbert Bardsley, 
described the present housing situation in this city. 


Speaking at a recent public meeting launching the Coventry Churches Housing 
Association, the Bishop spoke particularly of the scandal of persons required 
to pay exorbitant rents for inadequate quarters in multi-occupancy houses. 


As a step towards meeting the problem the new Association, which is sponsered 
by the Coventry Council of Churches, will seek to buy as many old, structurally 
sound hcuses as possible, and to convert them into self-contained units to 

be let at a reasonable rent to those who need decent homes. 


It is also seeking the aid of persons who can lend money at reasonable 
interest rates to cover the cost of purchase and conversion of the properties 
and help from professionals in the conversion and maintenance of the dwellings. 
All the Association's work is being carried out in close co-operation with 
pity (OLeLolals:. SPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMANT 
ON WCC MuETING 


(Rome) - Commenting on the recent meeting of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches at Enugu, Nigeria, the Osservato»re tomano writes: 


"The sympathetic attention with which the .CC is following the course of 
thé Vatican Council, and the charity with which its leaders express their 
reactions, give cause for rejoicing and constitute a really useful con- 


Gack GON ss ee Is not that already a real dialogue, even if it does not 
take place around the same table?’ BPS, Geneva 
a . “ 
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FULL REPORT PUBLISHED OF 
BRITISH CHURCHES! SO..2FRICA STUDY 


(London) .- She SCM Press, London, has published the full report of a 
detailed 12-month study made by a Working Party of the British Council of 
Churches on South Africa's racial segregation policies. 


The 178-page report calls upon the British government "as a matter of urgency 
to consider what measures are required to cnsure that Britain and her 
citizens ne longer aot in such a way as to encourage apartheid" in south — 
AITACa. . 
The publication of a summary of the report in October created vigorous 
controversy. 


Led by South African Prime Minister, Dr. Verwoerd, who "flatly condemned" . 


it, various South African government officials and newspapers characterized 
it as "ani ipertinent intrusion" into South African affairs and "unchurchly 
and senseless". 


However, it was evident that several of the most outspoken opponents had 
Nisinterpreted its proposals, and in November the Christian Council of 
South Africa issued a statement seeking to clarify the issues and defending 
the right of the Church "in good faith to speak about that which she 
believes to be wrong". ’ 


The Archbishop of Canterbury also expressed concern at the "misrepresentation" 
in a statement which stressed that the report had at no point called for a 
policy of "prophylactic violence" as claimed by some South African journals. 


The report makes it clear that while aparth@id is "a blasphemey" and a threat 
to peace "it is not for the churches of Jesus Christ to advocate a policy 

of total sanctions enforced by naval blockade, providing the conditions of 
internal revolt which would justify - and require - a United Nations 
expeditionary force to prevent general chaos and massacre". 


it says that it is "upon Christians in South Africa that the main respons- 
ibility rests, United leadership by the Afrikaans—Engl ish-speaking 
churches ~ translated into the attitudes and actions of their ordinary 
members= could make the decisive contribution to solving South Africa's grave 
political problems..." ’ EPS, Geneva 


DON'T CONDEMN CHINESE CHRISTIANS, 
MISSION EXPERT SAYS 


(Hofgeismar, West Germany) - Professor George Vicedom, of Neuendettelsau, 
a church missions expert, here in a speech warned against a too ready 
condemnation of Christians in the People's Republic of China. 


Spéaking on "Missions in China’, he said that, while admittedly the age of 
foreign mission work is over, the Christian church in Mainland China is 

still growing slightly and he thought it unjust to condemn the church because 
it had "come to an arrangement" with the government. 


A representative of the World Alliance of YMCA's reported the YMCA still 
carries on activities in Mainland China. ' EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


Members of # Lutheran church and a Jewish Temple in Indianapolis,iInd. (USA), 
held a three-day conversation recently .to discuss joint concerns and gain 
better understanding cf each other's beliefs. Five laymen of each Mage 
congregation and their ministers attended. An observer noted that "the 
Jewish men were much more Knowledgeable about their own faith than the 
Christians". He also said that "neither group had much of a consensus of 
self-understanding. There was evidently a wide latitude of beliefs held 

by members of both groups." : 


% * * 


A Baptist centre was established recently in the city of Olomouc, Czechoslovakia. 
It is sponsored by the Baptist church in nearby Sumperk. The new work has 

been referred to as the restitution of a congregation of believers in the 
historic city. Anabaptist witness was rather strong there in the 16th 

century and several Anabaptists were executed in Olomouc. 


% * * 


; Ay le : ; 

To help meet a critical teacher shortage and to upgrade education of 
teachers in the Congo, Presbyterians U.S. (Southern) have opened a junior 
college-level teacher training school in Katubue, Congo. The new school 

has a first-year enrollment of 15 men and one woman. Upon completion of 

the course, these students will be among the nation's best-trained educators 
as most Congolese teachers are graduates of secondary school programmes, but 
have had little or né college training. Sen, : 


% Ye aa 


USA Protestant and Orthodox churches have set a goal of $17,097,745 for 
their One Great Hour of Sharing appeal in 1965.for overseas aid. 


%* % * 


Churches in New Mexico (USA) have launched a campaign in support of pending — 
legislation abolishing capital punishment in the state. The New Mexico — 
Council of Churches! Social Action Commission said, executions are "barbaric" 
and that "Christians can no:longer justify (them) ... - The certainty of 
apprehension and conviction rather than the severity of punishment is the 
real deterrent to crime”. The Metropolitan Church Federation of Greater 

Bt. Louis, (Mo), the largest church federation in the state, also has 
adopted a resolution opposing capital punishment and urging its abolition 

in Missouri. 


* * * 


Plans for the first church-sponsored: international literacy seminar have been 
announced by the Committee on World Literacy and Christian Literature (Lit-Lit) 
of the: National Council of Churches! (USA). The seminar, scheduled May. 17 — 
June ll.in Jerusalem, Jordan,will bring together a hand-picked international 
group of 25 literacy administrators of church-related programmes. 


% ce Mess * 


The Jamaica District of the Methodist Church has passed a resolution urging 
the government to "control and discourage the organized gambling that blights 
the society". It strongly criticized proposals that the government itself 
take over the operation of football pools as inconsistent with its leader- 
ship role. 


* * 
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The World Council of Churches' Service to Refugees helped resettle &*9 persons 
in January; 382 from Greece and 96 from Hong Konge A total of 505 went to 
Australia and 263 to the USA.. 


* * * 


The Reman Catholic Hierarchy of England and Wales has decided to introduce 
more vernacular into the Mass. Texts approved by the bishops for a further 
extension of English have been sent to Rome for agreement and it is hoped 

to introduce the changes for Holy Week next April. Eventually, according 

to Bishop Dwyer.of Leeds, acting president of the Hierarchy Liturgy Commission, 
the aim is to have everything that is said aloud in the Mass - with some 
obvious exceptions - in the vernacular. 


* *% * 


When the new Teaching Council to be set up in Scotland is established and in 
full operation by April next year, both the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Church of Scotland will be represented on the six-member body. An assurance 
to this effect was given during a recent meeting of the Scottish Grand 
Committee at Westminster last week. The new body will control Suara 4 
standards and entry into the teaching profession. 


The appointment of the Dr. Masao Takenaka, 39, widely known young Japanese 
theologian, as dean of Doshisha University School of Theology, Kyoto, ey 
beginning April 1, 1965, has been announced by school authorities. 
Dr. Takenaka | paemegas the Rev. Masashi Takahashi. 


Se ee 


x % * 


Members of the Jamaica Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic and 
Anglican .churches in the country have designated Whit Sunday and Advent 
Sunday this year as times of special joint promotion of church attendance. 
Campaign theme will be "Back to Church - Forward with God." 


* * % 


Anglicans and Methodists in Halewood, one of the fastest growing industrial 
sections of Liverpool, England, have announced they will build a church to 
be jointly shared by both ,congregations. Both will "aim to do together 

all those things which conviction does not compel us to do separately". 


* we * 


The Board of American Missions of the Lutheran Church in America has approved 
the appointment of Dr. John G. Gensel, a clergyman and jazz expert, as a full- 
time missionary to New York's City's jazz community. The board's discussions 
noted that "jazz people comprise a unique kind of community, with New York 

as one of the most important locales... For most working musicians, it is 

@ practical impossibility to tie in with the: church schedule... <A few can 
probably be related to churches, but these are. exceptional cases." 


* * * 


Reformation Day this year - Oct. 31 - has been set as the publication date 
for the largest editorial project in the history of the Lutherar Wo :1d 
Federation - the three-volume Encyclopedia of the Lutheran Churche Under 
preparation since 1954, the 2,500-page work will be brought out by the 
Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minn., with a list price of $37.50 
a sete More than 700 widely representative authors have contributed some 
2,500 articles and numerous biographical sketches to make the encyclopedia 
the most comprehensive Lutheran reference work in the English language. 


* * met 


= 
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Theological educators from Protestant, Anglican, and Roman Catholic churches 
in Southern Africa have formed the Association of Southern African Theological 


Institutions. An announcement said that "for some years those engaged in 
the training of Christian ministers have felt the need for mutual consul- 
tation and joint action. Many theological schools in South Africa are small 
and isolated; none is so self-sufficient that would not benefit from 
dialogue with others engaged in the same task." The new Assoéiation will 
sponsor a study course for theological teachers early in 1966, and other 
types of consultations from time to time. 


* * * 


Rome police armed with what they reported were "orders from above" stopped 
the performance of "The Deputy", by German playwright,Kolf Hochhuth. The 
plan is critical of the late Pope Pius XII for his failure to publicly — 
condemn Nazi treatment of the Jews. 


* *% ¥* 


The Protestant and Roman Catholic Bible Societies in the Netherlands have 


jointly issued an "ecumenical form" of the Lord's Prayer for use at inter- 
confessional gatherings. 


* ay * 


"Ruf dem Weg zueinander" ("Drawing closer together") is the. title of a new 
set of slides, illustrating the history and nature of the ecumenical 
movement issued by the visual aids Department of the Evangelical Church in 
Hesse and Nassau at Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany. The set which takes 

55 minutes to show has been collected over several years in many countries. 
It includes original sound-recordings and some documentary photographs 
never published before. 


% * % 


A total of 843.3 per cent of the Free Churches in the.Canton of Vaud, 
Switzerland, has voted in favour of union with the Cantonal Church. 
According to the Constitution of the Free Church in Vaud, the plan, which 
had been approved by its Synod in December, 1964, must now be confirmed 
by the.local churches. If they approve, it will be then submitted to the 
Conseil d'!Etat, which will pass it cn to the Grand Conseil. EPS, Geneva 
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‘Special Report 


CHURCHES SEEK SOLUTION 
IN VIETNAM CRISIS 


(Geneva) - Last Week, as the crisis in Vietnam grew more critical, ecumenical 
agencies and individual church leaders in various parts of the world were 
engaged in seeking approaches for a peaceful settlement of the situation. 


Officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a 
World Council of Churches! agency, continued contacts initiated several 
months ago with national church commissions dealing with international 


affairs to ascertain their views of the problem and of possible solutions. 


Dr.O.Frederick Nolde, New York, said major questions confronting such 
national commissions included: "How can peace be maintained when one side 
supports ‘wars of liberation! and the other provides military support of 
the ‘defence of freedom!? In what circumstances, if any, are governments 
justified in maintaining military forces on foreign territories? What 
responsibility rests upon governments to help establish reliable and im- 
partial peacekeeping machinery?" 


These questions,"dealing with fundamental issues," he said, "cannot continue 
to go unanswered if members of the world family ef nations are to live to- 
gether in mutual respect and comity". 


He continued: "The warning of the United Nations Secretary General against 
the dangers of escalation of the present conflict should not go unheeded. 
Moreover the governments concerned should respend to his insistence that 
means must be found and found urgently within or outside the United Nations 
of shifting the quest for a solution away from the field of battle to the 
conference table. Restraint must be exercised by all parties in order 

that the best interests of all mankind and not least the citizens of Vietnam 
may be served." 


One of the first statements issued came from the National Council of Churches 
in the USA which cabled President Johnson asking for "continuing efforts to 
create conditions for honorable and effective negotiations, 


“We feel it imperative," the NCC message said, "that all parties involved 
live up to international agreements already entered into conducive to peace 
with justice and that they exercise the utmost restraint by ceasing infilt- 
ration and subversion and deeds which threaten to escalate the military 
action into wider war which will benefit none and do vast harm to all". 


The Commission on International Affairs of the Canadian Council of Churches 
cabled Minister of External Affairs Paul Martin its "grave concern" at 
increased U.S.military action and urged him to press for "constructive 
proposals for disengagement and the development of economic projects such 
as the United Nations'scheme for the Mekong River and the possible re- 
convening of the Geneva conference", 


= 


In Geneva, a visiting Asian churchman said that a "great power" which is 

on good terms with both the USA and the People's Republic of China and in 
"sood standing" in Asia should take the initiative in negotiating a settle- 
ment. 


Dr.D.T.Niles, of Jaffna, Ceylon, general secretary of the East Asia Christian 
Conference, said that "the only way in which a settlement can be arrived at 
is through negotiation" and that this should be"initiated almost immediately". 
He did not specify which "great power" he had in mind. 
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Dr.Niles' statement stressed that it is "the people of Vietnam ... who are 
paying the price of war. To speak of war in purely political terms, for- 
getting the human element is quite impossible. It is equally wrong for 
great powers to meet one another and to measure their strength against each 
other in somebody else's country." 


Dr.Niles, a Methodist clergyman, was in Geneva to confer with leaders of 
the World Council of Churches. Long a leader in the ecumenical movement, 
he has been the chief executive of the Hast Asia Christian Conference since 
its formation in 1959. The EACC is a region-wide permanent co-operative 
body of the large majority of Orthodox, Anglican, and Protestant churches 
and Christian agencies in Bast. Asia and Australasia. 


The full text of the statement follows: 


"Tt is wrong to forget the people in Vietnam, whether in the North or in the 
South.  .It is they who are paying the price of war. To speak of war in 
purely political terms, forgetting the human element, is quite impossible. 

It is equally wrong for great powers to test one another and to measure their 
strength against each other in somebody else's country. It is also wrong, 
as everywody knows, to think that war can solve any problem at this time and 
certainly, not the problem of Vietnam. 


"T+ seems to me important therefore to make the following pod ek The only 
way in which a settlement can be arrived at is through negotiation. Why 
then is the agony being prolonged? \Vhy cannot negotiations be initiated 
almost immediately? ' The question naturally arises 'ho can take the 
initiative?! It seems to me that the answer is that the initiative must be 
taken by a great power which has good enough relations both with the United 
States and with the People's Republic of China, as well as good standing in 


Asia," is plane 
UPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL CALENDAR - 1965 


LWF, Commission on Latin America Mexico City 


BSC, Sub-Committee meeting of the 
Caewideacion Committee for International: 
Voluntary Workcamps Geneva 


Universal Day of Prayer for Students 


» General Board, National Council of Portland ys 
Churches (USA) Oregon 
LWF, Committee on Assembly Theme and 
Programme Geneva 


World Day of Prayer 
WCCESSA, 1967 Institute, Planning Committee Geneva 


WCCESSA, Staff Consultations Geneva 

WCC, Department on Studies in Evangelism, Driebergen, 
Western Huropean Working Group Holland 

WCC, Faith and Order, Consultation on the Présinge, 

Satya inst ; France 
WScF/Pax Romana Meeting of Catholic and John Knox House, 


Protestant Latin American Students in Europe Geneva 
WSCF, Middle Hast Christian Student Seminar John Knox House 


Ecumenical Institute, Orthodox Seminar (for 
non-Orthodox theological students) - Intro- 
duction to Orthodox Piady rete and Holy Week Bossey, 
worship * Geneva 


WSCF, African Christian eM enenocma ey John Knox House 


World Association of Christian ag (SoC Ae cine Jerusalem, 
meeting Jordan 


Wec/WCCE, Joint Study Commission on Education, 
Consultation on the Image of Man in Education Switzerland 


WCC, Youth Department/WSCF, Consultation on Lincoln, 


"Conversion in a Secular Age" England 
WPA/WCC, Faith and Order, European Lutheran/ Bad Schauenburg, 
Reformed Conversations near Basle 

LWF, Commission on World Service | Warsaw,Poland 


EKoumenical Institutes International 
Christian Youth Exchange , Conference for Bossey, 


High School Students ! Geneva 


April 22-24 


April 24 - 
May 1st 


April 25-29 


April. 26-27 
April 26-27 


April 26-40 
April 27 - 
May 6 
April 28 
April 28 


April 28-30 


April 28 - 


May list 
May 4-8 


May 5= 7 


6-8. 
6-9 


May 
May 


May 6,13-14 
7212 
8-11 
8-15 
9-12 


May 
May 
May 
May 


May 10-14 


“WCCESSA, 


- oe 


Co-ordinating Committee for Intercontinental 
Broadcasting 


Continuation Committee of the Conference of 
Pacific Churches 


WCC, Youth Department, Work Camp Leaders 
Training Conference 


World Christian Youth Commission 


LWF, Board of Directors, 


LWF Broadcasting 
service ; 


LWF, Conference of European Lutheran Minority 
Churches 


LWF, Commission on World Mission 


World YWCA Membership Day 


WCC, Executive Committee, U.S. Gomier once rox 
the World Council of Churches 


WCC, Annual Meeting, U.S.Conference for the 
World Council of Churches 


woc, DICARWS, Fraternal Workers Retreat 


WCCESSA/WCC, Faith and Order/Youth Department 
Consultation on Ecumenical Education, 
Catechetical Materials 


WoC, Coordinating Committee on Intercontinental 


Broadcasting, Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism 


‘World YWCA, Mutual Service Committee 


WCC/UBS Co-operating Committee on the Use of 
the Bible in Evangelism 


LWF, Commission on Education 

LWF, Consultation on Christian Education 
WPA, European Area Administrative Committee © 
WCC, DWME Staff Conference 


World YWCA, Consultation on YWCA Membership 
Practice 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference on basic 
questions of the understanding of the Church, 
as raised in church groups inside and outside 
the WCC 


Jerusalem 
Tonga 


Bossey 


Jerusalem, 
Jordan 


Czechoslovakia 


Jerusalem, — 
Jordan 


Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa. 


Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa. 


Chateau d'!0Oex, 
Switzerland. 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Jerusalem, 
Jordan 


Geneva 


Soest, 
Germany 


Jerusalem 
Jerusalem 
Warsaw, Poland 
Oegstgeest,Holl,. 


Mont-Délérin 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


May 
May 
May 
May 


May 


May 
June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 


June 
July 


June 
July 


July 
July 


July 
July 
July 


July 
July 


July | 


WCC, Faith 


WCC, DICARWS, Executive Committee meeting 
WCC, Youth Department, European Working Group 
World YWCA Executive Committee 


Ecumenical Institute, Study Conference for 
students of the 1964/65 Session of the Graduate 
School of Heumenical Studies 

WCC, SASP Committee meeting 

EKoumenical Institute, Consultation on Migrant 
Workers (organised jointly with the Churches! 
Committee on Migrant Workers in Western Europe) 


General Board, 


( National Council of Churches 
(USA) 


LWF, Commission on Theology 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for ministers and 


Geneva 
Geneva (7) 


Mont Pélérin 


Bossey, 
Genewa 


Geneva 
Bossey 5 
Geneva 


New York 


Leipzig, DDR 


missionaries. Theme: "Pastoral ministry in a world 


of changing social groups" 


LWEF, Coordinating Committee on Budget and 
Programme 


LWF, Executive Committee 


WCC, Division of Studies and Department of 
Missionary Studies, west African Evangelism 
Consultation 


WPA, Executive Committee 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference on "God's 
Reconciling Work among the Nations today" 


WCC, DWME, Committee on Urban and Industrial 
Mission 


WSCF, Leadership Training Course 


UBS, Conference of French-speaking Bible 
Society and Church Leaders in Europe 


WCC, DWME Hxecutive Committee 
WSCF, Southeastern European Student Conference 


AACC/WCC, Department on the Laity, West African 
Consultation on Lay Training 


WCC, DICARWS, Divisional Committee 


and Order, Study Group on Unity 


Consultation on Work of Evangelical Academies for 
-Loccun, 


English speaking visitors to Hurope, sponsored 
by the European Leiterkreis 


Bossey 


Arusha, 
Tanzania 


Arusha 


Yaoundé, 
Cameroun 


Manila 


Bossey, 
Geneva 


Old Jordan, 
Bucks, UK 


Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast 


Geneva 
Austria 


Yaoundé, 
Cameroun 


Geneva 


Bad Saarow,DDR 


Germany 


July 
July 
July 


July 
July 
July 


July 


July 
August 


July 
August 
August 


August 


August 


August 
August 


August 


August 


fugust 


August 
August 


August 
August 
August 


August 
August 


COIA, Executive Committee meeting 
WCC, Faith and Order Working Committee 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Laymen. 
"I believe in the Holy Catholic Church" 


LWF, Fourth Latin American Lutheran Conference 


“WCC, Executive Committee 


World YWCA, Seminar on "Some Problems of 
Urbanisation" 


WCC, Secretariat on Religious Liberty, 
Consultation on Muslim Countries 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for theological 
students 


12th Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag 


World YMCA, World Conference on the place and 
programme of physical education in YMCA's 


wec/WCCE Youth Committee 


WCCESSA, Annual Meetings (Staff Consultations, 
Publications Committee, World Educational 
Service Committee, Finance Committee, Board of 
Managers, Secretaries! Conference) 


World YMCA, Racial Commission meeting 
World YMCA, 
World YMCA, 


Standing Committee meetings 


World Association of Secretaries 


' meetings 


WCCH, World Educational Services Committee 


WCCH, Board of Managers and World Educational 


Services Comnittee 


WOC/WCCE/ULAJE, Consultation of Youth and 
Student Leaders in the Western Hemisphere 


WSCF/WCC, Youth Department, Planning Committee 
for North American/Latin American Consultation 


World Alliance of .YMCAs, Fourth World Council 


WSCF, Meeting of Political Commission 


Ecumenical Institute, Period reserved for a 
specialised consultation 


LWF, Commission on Stewardship and Evangelism 


WCC, Theological Education Fund Staff meeting 


Geneva’ 
Bad Saarow,DDR 


Bossey, 
Geneva 


Lima, Peru 


Geneva 


Geneva 


St. George's 
Close, Jerusalem 


Bossey, 
Geneva 


Cologne 
TOZANZO y 
Japan 


Mexico City 


Mexico City 
Tozanzo Japan 


Tozanzo 


Tozanzo 


Mexico 
Mexico 


Mexico City 


Boston, 
USA 


Tozanzo 


Boston, USA 


Budapest 


London. 


a 
* 


August 17-24 
August 18-24 
August 9-24 
August 21 - 
September 5 
August , 24—27 
August 24 = 
September 2 
August 24 — 
September 2 
August 29 - 
September 4 
September 4-13 
September 13-17 
September 20-25 
september Per 
September 27 - 
October 1 
October 1 - 
February 15,1966 
October 3 
October 10-16 
October 11-16 
October 12-14 
October 12-21 
October 51. 
October 
November 2-12 
November 14-20 


WCC, Faith and Order, Consultation on Spirit, 


Order and Organisation 
WSCF, Executive Committee 
WCC, Christian Literature 


Protestant/Orthodox Youth 
"Youth in the modern age" 


meeting 
Fund Committee 


Conference, 


Wcc, Theological Education Fund Committee 


Wec/WCCE, Second meeting of the Joint ee 
Commission on Education 


WCC, Department on the Laity/Boumenical 
ee Consultation on "Christian 
Attitude to Money" 


WCC, Church and Society, Working Committee 


WSCF, Asian Christian Student Seminar 


WCC, Department on Studies in Evangelism, 
Western European Working Group 


WCCE, Huropean Rogional Consultation 


LWF, Executive Committee, Commission on 
World Mission 


WCC, SASP Committee meeting 


Eeumenical Institute, Fourteenth session of 
the Graduate School of Ecumenical. Studies 


World-Wide Communion 


YWCA European Conference 


WCC, Youth Department, Annual European 
Autumn Consultation 


WVorld Confessional Meeting 


WE, Third All-Africa Lutheran Conference 


Reformation Sunday 
wec/WCCE, Joint Staff Conversations 


World YWCA Conference on Work with Youth in 
North America and the Caribbean 


World YMCA/AWCA Week of Prayer and World 
Fellowship 


-Geneva 


Boston, USA 
London : 


Thessalonika, 
Greece 


London 


University of 
Sussex, Engl, 


Bosseys; 
Geneva 


John Knox House 
Geneva 


Berlin 


Sweden 


Geneva 
New York 


Bossey 5 
Geneva 


Jongny, 
s/Vevey 


Brussels, 
Belgiun 


Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 


Miami, 
Florida > 


December 


November 15-19 


November 25 - 
December 25 


December 


December 


December 14 


December 14 


AACC 
cCOIA® 
DICARWS 
DWMB 
LW 
SASP 
UBS 
ULAJE 
WACB 
WCC 
WCCE 
WCCESSA 


WPA 

WSCF 
YMCA 
YWCA 


Se Pe we ee 


WCC, DICARWS, Divisional Committee meeting 


ABS, Worldwide Bible Reading 

WSCF, Leadership Training Course Ceylon 

WOCF, Bible Study Leadership Training Course 

for Bast Africa - Kenya 
General Board, National Council of Madison, 

Cnurches, (USA) Wisc. 

WCC, Executive Committee, U.S. Conference oe 

the World Council of Churches New York 

WCC, Annual Meeting, Friends of the World 

Couneil of Churches, Inc, New York 

% % * 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


All-Africa Church Conference 

Commission of Churches on International Affairs 

Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service 

Division of World Mission and Evangelism 

Lutheran World Federation 

Specialised Assistance for Social Projects (Committee for) 

United Bible Societies 

Union Latinoamericana de Juventude Evangelica* 

World Association for Christian Broadcasting 

World Council of Churches . 

World Council of Christian Education 

World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 
Association 

World Presbyterian.Alliance 

World Student Christian Federation 

(World Alliance of the) Young Men's Christian Associations 

(World) Young’ Women's Christian Association 


* * Mes 


(* Latin American Union of Evangelical Youth ) 
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SO AFRICAN SCA DIVIDED 
INTO SEPARATE ORGANIZATIONS 


(Johannesburg) - The Student Christian Association of South Africa has 
been disbanded as a single organization after an existence of 67 years. 


In place of the single organization its existing Afrikaans, English, 
Bantu and Coloured sections have now become independent societies 
linked by an advisory committee. 


The Christian Recorder, Standerton, quotes a student leader as saying 
the SCA "has divided cn apartheid lines. The Afrikaans medium section 
is now closely aligned with the Nederlands Gereformeerde Kerk. The 
English section, the Coloured section, and the African section each have 
their own constitution, but will seek closer alliance among themselves," 


Die Kerkbode, journal of the Nederlands Gereformeerde Kerk welcomed the 
split. Commenting editorally it said the different sections of thé old 
SCA held divergent views on theology, politics, and race relations and 
that "these differences created tension instead of promoting unity". 


The Recorder commented that "students' Confessional societies, the 
Anglican Societies and the Catholic societies together with the remnant 
of the SCA are thinking in terms of a strong and more ecumenical 
Christian witness on the campuses and it is possible that good may yet 
come out of this temporary set-back to the ecumenical spirit among the 
leaders of tomorro’)’'. 


EPS, Geneva 


Published weekly under auspices : World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


The aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches ont Christian 
movements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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SO. AFRICAN REACTION AGAINST 
BRITISH CHURCHES REPORT 


(Johannesburg) - The Nationalist newspaper Die Vaderland, describing the 
British Council of Churches! apartheid report as "pious nonsense", hes 
ridiculed the Council's statement that it feels a special responsibility 
for South Africa. (EPS No. 5) | 


It advised the cowncil to consider its and the British government's special 
responsibility towards Britons delivered in Kenya to Mau Mau tyranny and 
in Rhodesia to future domination by agitators and revolutionaries. It 
referred to the plight of 7,000 Europeans in Zambia and concluded: "South 
Africa knows its responsibilities to itself. T ese people's path is a 
short mat to Vietnam." EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX REPRESENTATIVES VISIT 
ANGLICAN, OLD CATHOLIC LEADERS 


(London). - Two delegates from the Ecumenical Patriarch, the Metropolitans 
of Eioupolis and Myra, have paid a visit on the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to convey to him the decisions of the Third Pan-Orthodox Conference held 
in Rhodes, in November. 


They were received by the Archbishop at Lambeth Palace where they 
reportedly had "an informal talk on the proposed resumption of joint 
doctrinal discussion", Harlier the two Metropolitans visited Rome to 
present the Rhodes conclusions to Pope Paul VI. (EPS No. 5) 


Following their visit in London the two Metropolitans went to the Netherlands 
where they paid a visit to Archbishop Rinkel of the 01d Catholic Church. 
EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL DELEGATION 
TO CONFER ON MALAYSTA-INDONESIA CONFLICT 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council of Churches voted at its annual meeting 
here to send a three-man delegation to Indonesia and Malaysia to discuss 
with churchmen ways in which they can aid their governments in. bringing 
about a peaceful solution of the current dispute. 


It also agreed to invite Australian churches to take part ina day of 
prayer for Indonesia and Malaysia. 


At the same time, the council voted to ask the United Nations to send an 
observer to intervene in the Indonesia-Malaysia conflict. Its actions 
were taken in the face of objections by a number of delegates who insisted 
that the council should not become "involved in tolitical matters". 


In another action, the council accepted as a new member the Serbian 
Orthodox Church of Australia and New Zealand. Attending the meeting for 

the first time were observers from the Roman Catholic, the Russian Orthodox, 
(abroad), and the United Evangelical Lutheran Churches. EPS, Geneva 
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STANDING COUNCIL ON RACE 
ASKED BY BRITISH GROUP 


(London) - A conference held here under auspices of Christian Action called 
for the establishment of a national standing council on race relations to 
enlist the support of the press, television, and the churches in an 
educational programme to combat race prejudice. 


The conference also appealed to the government to employ more immigrants 
in public services, such as the police forces, and to introduce legislation 
against race discrimination. 


It stressed the need for more chaplains and liaison workers to work among . 
immigrants and urged employers of immigrant labour to pay more attention to 
necessary facilities such as housing. EPS, Geneva’ 


INDIAN LEADERS WARN OF 
"POPULATION EXPLOSION" DANGERS 


(Bangalore) - Widespread famine, starvation, and unemployment face India 
within 25 years unless immediate steps are taken to stop the nation's 
"yopulation explosion" a consultation on family planning agreed here. 


The 40-member group meeting on the invitation of the Ecumenical Christian 
Centre included government leaders and officers of factories and banks, as 
well as Protestant medical doctors, theologians, and church leaders. 

Also participating were a representative of the Roman Catholic church and 
five Hindu doctors representing the Family Planning Bureau of the Mysore 
government. 


The group was in general agreement that family planning represented the 
best way of preventing a further population explosion. Several also arged 
concentration on greater food production and industrial expansion as other 
necessary steps. 


Dr. Raja Rao, Family Planning Chief for Mysore State, told the consultation 
that the state government-sponsored prograuue is insufficient because of 
inadequate funds and staff, even though the central governnent is giving it 
an increasing amount of aid. 4s 5. 


He said the approach to individuals had proved largely unsatisfactory because 
of prejudices and shyness, but that now contact is made initially through 
village leaders and this is proving "very effective" despite opposition from 
Roman Catholic priests and to some extent from Muslims. He said political’ 
considerations also militate against family planning in some areas because. 
minorities are fearful that if their numbers decline their political rights 
will be ignored. 


The group agreed that religious groups must take a prominent role in family 
planning if the population explosion was to be avoided. EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN PAPER DEFENDS POLICE ACTION 
CLOSING "THE DEPUTY" 


(Rome) - A leading article in l'Osservatore Romano defended police action 

in closing Hochhuth's drama "The Deputy", which is critical of Pope Pius XII 
for his failure publicly to condemn Nazi treatment of the Jews, with a ; 
reninder that a 1929 Concordat prohibits in Rome any manifestation of . 
hostility to the Pope. 


_ An article described by The Guardian as "ranging from injured majesty to 


sarcasm" declared that the play was "a deliberate and calculated insult" to 


Italian Catholics. EPS, Geneva 
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MILD REACTION TO BRITISH GROUP 
PLAN TO AID BIRTH CONTROL PROJECTS 


(London) - Britain's Roman Catholics have reacted mildly to a decision 
by one of this nation's most popular charities to support birth control 
projects in under-developed countries, the few York Times reports. 


The Oxford Committee for Famine Relief took the action because it believed 
that the problem of population control was "so urgent" and that the 
resources of family planning agencies are "so inadequate". | 


The strongest reaction to the decision came from the Archbishop of 
Liverpool, the Most Rev. George Andrew Beck, who said through a spokesman 
that the decision would make it "very difficult for conscientious 
Catholics to go on contributing". 


But a spokesman for Dr. John Heonrar,wha; as Archbishop of Westminster, is 
the leader of the British hierarchy, suid he saw no reason why Roman 
Catholics should not continue to support the charity. Several other Roman 
Catholic officials took the same view. . EPS, Geneva 


EPISCOPAL COUNCIL RESCINDS STAND 
WHICH RESTRICTED RIGHTS ACTIVITIES 


(Greenwich, Conn.) - A resolution that posed a threat to Episcopal 
clergymen's participation in racial justice projects was rescinded here by 
the denomination's Executive Council. 


At the same time the Council reaffirmed support of National Council of 
Churches! civil rights work. 


The controversy developed as the result of a Dec. 9 Executive Council 
resolution which declared that no Episcopal clergyman could engage in race 
work supported by the denomination's Church and Race fund without the 
approval of the bishop of the diocese or missionary district where the work 
was to be performed. 


Introduced by some Southern members of the Executive Council, the require- 
ment wes interpreted as an attack on the NCC's civil rights programmes, 
particularly in Mississippi. 


The Episcopal Church and Race fund, a special $100,000 congregational 
appeal. which was renewed for a second year, has given strong support to. 
the NCC's Commission on Religion and Race - a unit which has some under. 
fire from some Southern churches and communities. 


In reaffirming support of the NCC, the Executive Council approved a grant 
of $45,000 for the interdenominational race commission in 1965 and also 
gave $20,000 for support of the NOC's Delta Ministry, a long-range anti- 
poverty, education, and community development programme in Mississippi. 
EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH CATHOLICS URGED 
TO RESPECT CHURCH REFORM 


(Paris) - The Roman Catholic Bishops of France have called on Catholics 
to put no obstacles in the way of the reforms adopted by the Second 
Vatican Council. 


The Bishops warned that those who resist the reforms "compromise the mission 
of the church by harming its unity". EPS, Geneva 
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BIRTH CONTROL BAN UNCONSTITUTIONatL, 
CATHOLIC AGENCY TELLS HIGH COURT 


(Washington, D.C.) - The Catholic .Council on Civil. Liberties has cszlled on 
the US Supreme Court to-rule unconstitutional Connecticut's century-old law 
against birth control. 


In a brief filed with the Court, the council argued not from the standpoint 
of any moral issue involved but from one which held that invasion of 
privacy into marital life is unconstitutional under the 14th Amendment. 


The unvwodedtion tee” action of a Roman Catholic group upholding the convicted 
officials of a birth control agency was no surprise; it had been announced 
in August at the Catholic Council on Civil Liberties! annual convention in 
Boston. 


CCCL stated that it Wdowd not of course speak for the Church, nor purport 
to do so, but hopefully it speaks from a Catholic point of view". 
EPS, Geneva 


NEW ORGANIZATION TO AID 
JAPANESE-FATHERED WAR CHILDREN 


(Tokyo) - A Japanese pastor has set up an organization to provide scholar- 
ship aid to youths fathered by Japanese in various southeast Asian 
countries during World War II. 


The Rev. Ryoichi Kato, pastor of the Tokyo Ikebukuro Church, with the aid of 
others, has established a Southeast Asia Cultural Friendship Society, which 
is conducting a $550,000 campaign to finance construction of a six-sto-cy 
structure on grounds adjacent to the church to accomodate 100 such youths 
and 40 Japanese, and to pay for their schooling. 


Mr. Kato estimates there are about 10,000 such youths in Indonesia alone, 
where he was a missionary following the war. He said the undertaking is 
"to atone for Japan's war responsibility and to promote cultural interflow 
between Japan and southeast Asia!'. EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN PATRIARCH CONDEMNS 
USA ACTION IN VIETNAM 


(Moscow) - Patriarch Alexis of the Russian Orthodox Church in a statement 
quoted in Isvestia condemned American intervention in Vietnam as "arbitrary 
and inhuman-.a flagrant breach not only of the elementary standards of 
international law, but also of Christian ethics". 


He said they constitute a violntion of the Geneva Agreements of 1945 

concerning Vietnam and "contain within them the seeds of an armed conflict... 

They violate the ancient commandment still true today 'thou shalt not kill'". 
EPS, Geneva 
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DR. DIBELIUS AGAINST 
EXTENSION OF WAR CRIMES STATUTE 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin-Brandenburg has taken issue with 
other German Christian leaders who have urged indefinite extension - beyond 
May 8 - of the statute of limitations on prosecution of Nazi war criminals. 
(EPS No. 5) 


The Lutheran leader declared that to extend the period would be contradic- 
tury to German law which provides a maximum of twenty years for legal action, 
and that "after all we have experienced under the Nazis we feel more strongly 
than ever that the law must be observed and that it should never be over~ 
ridden for political reasons, however important". 


At the same time, he said no one denies the fact that "the monstrous crimes 
committed under National Socialism were not adequately dealt with by German 
law at the time", ee 


He reoalled that the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) had 
issued a declaration stressing that no crime of the Nazi era must remain 
unatoned for, 


However, he said, "opinion differs on whether, in order to satisfy this 
demand, it is admissible to violate the existing law, and whether the moral 
damage would be greater if a people, whose feeling for the inviolability of 
the law and justice had already been destroyed during a period of totali- 
tarian rule, would experience a new weighty diversion from our valid laws". 
EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIANS TO STUDY 
DOCTRINAL CHANCES 


(New York) - The General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA when it meets in May will be asked to consider changes and various 
modifications of the church's teachings on predestination and the literal 
interpretation of the Bible. 


It will be the first time major doctrinal changes have been suggested to 
the church since its establishment in 1706. 


The proposal will come from a 1d4-member committee which has been studying 
the church's Westminster Confession for the past seven years. 


In particular, the committee would concede that the Biblical authors were 
bound by the scientific and cultural beliefs of their day and would. commend. 
the use of scholarship to separate the spiritual truths of the Bible from 

a temporal context. 


It will suggest that a statement of 5,000 words be incorporated into the 
Westminster Confession and that it also be supplemented by six historic 
Christian statements. 


Proponents of the revision say that the doctrines of predestination and 
freedom of the Scriptures from error have limited the church's ability to 
speak to the modern world. EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 
An intensive campaign to end discrimination basea on race, religion, or 
national .origin in the affluent northern Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.C., 
has been launched by an interreligious convocation on fair housing, which 


_ineludes a large. number of Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish clergy 


and laymen. 


* * * 


Roman. Catholic priests in the state of Maine (USA) have been given yer- 
mission to join ministerial associations, according to Msgr. Vincent 


A. Tatarozuk, chancellor of the Portland diccese which covers the entire 
state. Msgr. Tatarozuk said the action resulted from an invitation by 
Rabbi Harry 4. Sky, president of the Greater Portland Ministerial 
Association, to local priests... CNOA NG 


} 


ae ‘me * 


Grants totaling $90,000 for support of a variety of racial justice projects 
have been announced by the Commission on Religion and Race of the United _ 
Presbyterian Church in the USA. Largest of the sums - $60,/00 - will go 
for the race work of the National Council of Churches. 


* * * 


Good progress in church-building is being made by the Church of Finland. 
About 20 churches are under construction or are planned, as well as about 
25 parish halls in different localities. Church building is particularly 
brisk in Helsinki, where, it has been calculated, a new church should be 
built every year to keep pace with population growth. 


* * * 


Plans are underway in Korea for a nation-wide Cnristian evangelistic crusade 
to be held during 1965, the eightieth anniversary of Protestantism in that 
country. Protestant churches throughout South Korea are joining in the 
effort. Their goal: "to deliver the Christian gospel to every person in 
the nation - to win 30 million Koreans to Christ!'. Korea already has the 
highest percentage of Protestant Christians in Asia, an estimated seven 

per cent. 


* * * 


Archbishop Josef Beran of Prague who has been barred from office for 16 
years was created a Cardinal along with 26 others at e consigt ry in Rome 
on Monday. Archbishop Beran, 76, titwar head of the Roman Catholic Church 
in Czechoslovakia, was first put under house arrest by Czech authorities 
in June, 1949. In recent months he has been living in enforced seclusion 
at Radvanov, a hamlet near Tabor in Bohemia. The Archbishop will retain 
his title as Archbishop of Prague, but will not return to Czechoslovakia 
unless relations between the Holy See and the Czech nation improve 
considerably. An apostolic administrator has been appointed to administer 
the diocese. 


x x % 
His Holiness Vazkin I, Supreme Catholicos of All Armenians, was welcomed at 


Lambeth Palace by the Archbishop of Canterbury during a visit to England 
last week. . 


* * * 
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The House of Laity of the Church of England Assembly has approved by a vote 
of 128 to 28 the first step towards reunion with the Methodist Church. The 
views of the House had been sought by the joint committee of the Convocations 
of Canterbury and York now considering reports on the plan fro. the dioceses. 


* * = 


The abolition of capital punishment in Iowa, strongly supported by the state's 
churches, has been passed by both houses of the legislature, and will become 
effective upon approval of Gov. Harold BE. Hughes. 


* ae * 


Dr. Ernest M. Howse, the new moderator of the United Church of Canada, 
called on Paul-Emile Cardinal Iéger, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Montreal, 
during a recent visit there. He reported he had received "an extremely 
cordial welcome" and that they had exchanged "useful views". It was the 
first time that a moderator of a Canadian Protestant church had. included a 
Catholic prelate on his official list of functions during an initial visit 
to a city. EPS, Geneva 


Cf 
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Special Report 


PUBLIC DIALOGUE BETWEEN CARDINAL BBA 
AND PASTOR MARC BOERGNER 


(Geneva) - Friday, Feb. 19, 1965, will remain an unforgettable date in the 
minds of innumerable people. The Salle de la Réformation (Reformation 
Hall) here was filled to overflowing and a large crowd was turned away. 


Inside the hall two venerable men, deeply respected on account of their age 

and their work, entered into a dialogue in which they outlined, as precisely 
as the limited time permitted, the points of divergence between Catholicism 

and Protestantism. 


The atmosphere was one of respect and fraternal affection; one felt that 
every word was inspired by that love which can spring only from the Hely 
Spirit. 


The event was a dialogue conducted between Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of 
the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, and Pastor Mare Boegner, of 
Paris, one of the first presidents of the World Council of Churches and ean 
internationally beloved leader of the eeumenical mnvement. 


The previous day both had been guests at the World Ceuncil of Churches' 
headquarters here. (EPS No. 5) 


Their dialogue dealt with three points. First Cardinal Bea enumerated the 
positive achievements of the Vatican Council; the Decree on Ecumenism which 
seeks to create genuine Christian atmosphere between separated brethren by 
recognizing that through baptism they are all brothers in Christ, and by 
recognizing that sther churches are communities which are more than natural 
societies. But, he noted, Catholic doctrine affirms that the other churches 
lack the fullness of unity given by Christ to His Church. 


With regard to the document on mixed marriages, the Cardinal said it will 
goon be published, and indications are that it will give "full satisfaction" 
to non-Catholics. The. Schema on Religious Liberty, which has been delayed 
by “unforeseen circumstances", will "certainly be better" in its revised form. 
But the greatest achievement of the Vatican Council, he stressed, was its 
tremendous influence upon the hearts of the Conciliar Fathers and of the 

other participants, thanks to the prayers of all the churches throughout the 
world. . 


Pastor Boegner analysed the schemas mentioned by Cardinal Bea, showing their 
liberating effect by defining the Church not in legal terms, but as a 
mystery; not in hierarchical terms, but as the people of God - a definition 
which had been warmly welcomed by lay Catholics themselves. He expressed 
his joy about the Cardinal's statement concerning mixed marriages, and said 
he had felt great consternation when he heard that the Schema on Religious 
Liberty had been postponed again. He claimed liberty of thought and belief 
for everyone, including atheists. He said the Church must be a liberating 
Church, because the Christian message is a message of freedon. 


A storm of applause greeted Pastur Boegner's tribute to the initiative taken 
by Pope John XXIII in creating the Secretariat for Christian Unity and 
appointing Cardinal Bea as its president. 
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Turning to the second point, Cardinal Bea discussed the methods and possible 
themes for dialogues in the near future. He referred to the theological 
themes centred upon the Church, its nature, the ministry, the Apostolic 
Succession, the primacy of Peter, and the transmissicn of truth through 
Scripture and the patristic tradition through the hierarchy. He then 
discussed the practical problems which must be tackled together, enumerating 
those-in the ethical, familial, pedagogical, social, political, and inter- 
national fields. . Before starting such conversations, he said, "we must 
read the Bible and become impregnated with it, for through our baptism we 
share the assurance that we shall be assisted by the Spirit of God", 


Pastor Boegner drew attention to the rapid change of mentality in ecumenical 
circles during the past 15 years. He mentioned theological problems upon 
which Protestants cannot yield to Catholicism, such as tradition as related 
to the "Canon" of Scripture, which resulted in the dogmas of 1854, 1870, and 
1950; and Mariology, in connection with which he stressed the great respect 
of the Reformation for Mary, and also the respect which Protestants may feel 
for those who invoke her aid today. With regard to the practical questions, 
he said, "the world is waiting for the Church to. speak clearly, in a way 
which touches people's hearts". He referred to the value cf the Canon 
(official list of. the holy books) as a nerm and the important part played 
by the Bible in the Vatican Council and in Catholic life. 


Cardinal Bea then briefly introduced the last point, the Catholic conception 

of unity, in the Church founded by Christ which He entrusted to Peter and the 
Apostles whe were to "feed the sheep". ‘He said the structure of the Church 

is the central problem upon which we hold completely divergent views. This 

mystery of the One Church has its prototype in the union within the Trinity. 

It is through jiving faith in the Father, the ‘Son, and the Holy tern a) that 

we shall draw the ‘strength needed for unity. 


Pastor Boegner stressed the importance of a visible centre "so that theo 
world may believe", But he recalled that the biblical texts upen which the 
Cathclic doctrine is based dre strongly contested, and are being subjected 
to close scrutiny, and that while Protestants do not deny the primacy of 
Peter, they cannot regard it as a fore- Shadowing of the infallibility and 
universal juristiction of the Bishop of Rome. “While Catholicism believes 
itself to be the only church which possesses ‘'fullness", we are convinced 
that no church has yet achieved fullness, that all the churches are called 
in humility, service, and confession »f the truth, which cannot be the truth 
unless it is said with love." He urged the whele gathering to pray, 
meditate, and love, so that this unity may be given to us in answer to Bae 
Lord's prayer "that they may be vane that the world may believe," 


x * * 


"This conversation will certainly ‘prove to be a ‘milestone in the history of 
the Church", the Tribune de Lausanne commented. "Phe conversation in © 
Geneva BFotned many hopes", Le Prsgrés of Lyon, France, ‘said. "The new 
thing about this meeting was its official character", writed Le Dauphoné 
Libéré. EPS, Geneva 


(The full text cf the dialc gue, which was conducted in ‘French, will be 
published in a month's time by Labor et Fides, Geneva, in its "Collection 
oecuménique", ) 
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‘FULL ACCESS TO CHURCH INFORMATION 
URGED BY COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALISTS 


(Geneva) - The obligation of churches and councils of churches to 
provide full access to information about their activities was under-— 
lined in a statement issued in connection with a five-day international 
consultation on "The Christian Mission and the Communications 
Revolution", held at the Ecumenical Institute near here. 


Fouty Protestant and Roman Catholic newspapermen, broadcasters, church 
information specialists, and theologians, from North America and 
Western Europe attended the meeting sponsored gointly by the Office of 
Communication of the United Church of Christ (USA) and the Department 
of Information of the World Council of Churches. 


The statement, which was not issued officially but which was signed 
by the majority of the participants, declared that "the renewal of the 
Church includes the communication of its message through all available 
means in language modern man can understand. 


"The churches therefore must regard communication through: the mass 
media as an essential, not an optional function",it stressed. "They 
must conduct their activities openly so that the world may know not? 
only the ultimate decisions reached and declarations of policy, but 
how these decisions were reached. 


"Churches must be willing to open their group and plenary discussions 
to representatives of the mass media. Closed sessions should be 
reserved only for matters of personnel and administration." 


Consultation discussions underlined that, as one participant prrased 
it, "churches and their agencies must not retreat behind the protec- 


tion of official communiqués". 
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Another commented: "Interpretation and full explanation of different 
positions held in meetings are a more effective means of preventing dis- 
tortion of the news than secrecy and the use of mysterious communiqués." 


In the opening speech Dr. Truman B. Douglass, New York, executive vice 
president of the Board for Homeland Ministries of the United Church of’ 
Christ, asserted that the churches have been guilty of surrendering to 
newspapers, magagines, television and radio their HAS eee role as 
moulders of public opinion. oe 


He said studies in the USA show that peopledcrive over 80 per cent of 
their new ideas from mass communications media and that "sermons were not 
even mentioned as a source of ideas". igi 


He attributed the churches! loss of public influence in part to their 
failure. "to deal seriously with the responsibility and opportunity" they 
have to use mass communication media. It is not enough, he emphasized, 
for churches to secure space in newspapers and broadcasting time even if 
they acquire large audiences. They must be certain "that what is seen, 
heard, and read shall bear a recognizable relationship to the central 
meaning of the Christian faith and the ¢-ntral purposes of the Christian 
Church" 


Mr. Penry Jones, religious programmes officer for the Independent 
Television Authority, U.K., warned the conference participants that the 
technological demands of television require new vocabulary and new forms 
of communication. 


Some religious producers do not "respect the secularity of the medium", he 
said. To speak to non-church men, we are forced to "non-clerical kinds 
of communication and non-ecclesiastical preaching". 


The contemporary religious producer must "have one foot in the church and 
the other in the world", M « Jones said- "If he deals with Moslems he 

must know what it is to be a Moslem" Similarly in Western society, 

we must "with sympathy, understandin.,, and respect try to imagine what it 
is to be a man who has not been to Sunday School or to a theological. — 
college, who has never seen bread broken and for whom the singing of hymns 
is not bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh. 


"A great deal of what we consider 'proclamation'.is cosy, beanie 
verbiage. We answer questions that most people never ask", said My. Jones. 
He cited religious documentary as more effective than direct 'proclamation! 
and suggested. that provoking questions might be more effective than 

EEO nS answers. - EPS, Geneva 


BIRTH CONTRCL DAT* HELD 
PUBLIC HEALTH %..°NCERN! 


(Cineinnati) - Permission for public welfare workers to discuss birth 
control with clients was advocated in a statement issued by the Board. of 
Directors of the Council of Churches of Greater Cincinnati which called 
family planning "a public health concern" which should be supported by . 
public funds. 


The Council of. Churches! directors recommended that a welfare worker who, 
because of religious principle, prefers not to discuss family planning 

methods with clients should tell his supervisor so that someone else can 

make the information available. we _EPS, Geneva. 
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MELKITE PATRIARCH EXPLAINS 
ACCEPTANCE OF CARDINALSHIP 


(Rome) - Patriarch Maximos IV of the Melkite Church said here that he had 
accepted the supplementary responsibility of cardinalship in the Roman 
Catholic Church because he wished "to collaborate fully with the splendid 
effort for renewal being made by Pope Paul VI". 


He underlined, however, that he continued to regard the Patriarchate of his 
church as "an hierarchical summit" and that his decision to become a cardinal 
was with the full consent of his church!s synod. 


The Patriarch issued the statement to press here after the Patriarchal Vicar 
in Egypt, Archbishop Elias Zoghbi, told reporters in Alexandria that the 
elevation of the Patriarch to cardinalship was "a denial of the traditional 
patriarchal authority" and was done against his (the Patriarch!s) wishes. 

He said the Patriarch had "refused the cardinalship several times since the 
time of Pope John XXIII and kept refusing it, even in the past few days, 
until he was compelled to accept it'., The Archbishop said he*would resign 
in protest against the action. 


However, the Patriarch's statement here denied this. He said that it had 
been his "constant concern always to make the voice of the Hastern-Church 
heard in the Western Church", but that as long as the College of Cardinals 
remained an institution belonging to the Church of Rome and the Western 
Patriarchate it had seemed impossible that the Bastern Patriarchs should 
PULL ts 


Now, he said, he had received assurances from Pope Paul VI that "a profound 
evolution is going on, and that entering the College of Cardinals no longer 
means being incorporated into the Western Church, but means greater world- 
wide participation in the pastoral work of the GheneTas Church", 


Meanwhile in Alexandria the Synod of the Melkite Church issued a statement 
in which it expressed a number of reservations about the Patriarch!'s 
cardinalship. It said that the Melkite Church as a "bridge church" must 
be primarily concerned with its ecumenical relations with Eastern Orthodoxy 
and that there was danger the Orthodox churches would misinterpret the 
Patriarch'!s acceptance of the title as integration into the Western Church, 


It said the five apostolic Patriarchates - Rome, Constantinople, Antioch, 
Alexandria, and Jerusalem - formed the highest dignitaries in the Church 
and that, although the Pope as Patriarch of the West was one of these, he 
was not on a higher plane than any of the other Patriarchs. It was there- 
fore inconceivable that the Patriarchs should become assistant bishops to 
the Pope. 


Reports in Rome said the Patriarch expressed the same reservations in his 
cable to the Pope accepting the cardinalship, but Roman Catholic spokesmen 
here have stressed that these reservations do not do justice to the position 
of the Patriarchs in the College of Cardinals, 


Observers in Rome interpret the admission of three Patriarchs of the Uniate 
churches (the other two were the Maronite and Coptic) as a sign that the 
Vatican is attributing an increasing importance to relations with kastern 
churches, EPS, Geneva 
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PEACE CONFERENCE ASKS SUPPORT 
OF U THANT'S VIETNAM PROPOSALS 


(Cologne) - The West German Regional Committee of the Prague Christian 

Peace Conference has called for support of United Nations! general secretary 
U Thant'!s proposal that immediate steps be taken, either within or outside 
the United Nations, to seek a.negotiated settlement in Vietnam. 


It urged "Christians and all men and women concerned for peace" to bring 
pressure to bear on competent authorities to convene a conference to seek. 
methods of ending military operations in Vietnam. 


It warned that the situation there has deteriorated to the point where world 
peace is Bees oe a threatened. : , 


"In our view none of the great powers wants war", the Committee statement 
said. "But one cannot provoke troubles in a neighbouring country, maintain 
corrupt reactionary régimes by artificial means, and bomb foreign towns, 
without endangering peace. Without desiring it, one is in danger of 
becoming involved in a 'chain-development! from which one can not extricate 
oneself, Any war regarded as ‘local and limited! may degenerate into 
worldwide atomic warfare, The destiny of mankind is at stake today in. 
Vietnam." ; 


Signers of the statement included Dr. Josef Hromadka, Prague Peace Confer- 
ence president; Pastor J.N. Ondra, general secretary; and Professor Georges 
Casalis and Professor Hanns Kloppénburg, vice-presidents. 


Other statements on the Vietnam crisis issued by church groups last week 
included these: 


A letter urging the President of the United States to take steps to secure 
peace in Vietnam was forwarded to the US chief executive by the moderator 
of Japan's United Church of Christ. 


The communication from the Rev. Dr. Isamu Omura, on hehalf of the shiner 
expressed deep anxiety over the retaliatory attack which, it said, "not 
only resulted in the shedding of the blood of many persons in Vietnam but 
also rendered the United States! efforts to protect peace, freedom, and 
justice completely meaningless', . 


It declared: "We believe that the true settlement. of the Vietnam problem 
is to be found in a principle which was once set forth as a fundamental 
principle of the 20th century, namely the right of every people to self- 
determination." 


* * * 


The Council for Social Action of the United Church of Christ (USA) urged 
President Johnson to accept the recommendation of UN stairicba bapied general UU 
Thant for a negotiated settlement. 


Concecing that "it is difficult for Americans to form a wise judgment" on 
Vietnam "without more information", the church leaders expressed "serious | 
misgivings about the consequences of widening the sphere of military 
operations". EPS, Geneva 
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USA CHURCHES URGE ALL-OUT 
EFFORTS FOR VIETNAM CEASE-FIRE 


(Portland, Ore.) - National Council of Churches leaders here called upon 
President Johnson to "engage in persistent efforts to negotiate a cease- 
fire" in: Vietnam. 


A statement adopted by the policy-making General Board while recognizing 
"that there are many difficulties and dilemmas facing our country in negot- 
lations for political settlement" also called attention to "the seriousness 
of prolonged military conflict, the danger of escalation of hostilities, 
and the possibility of a third world war", 


It urged the US government "to utilize United Nations' assistance in achiev- 
ing a solution and in seeking to reduce the area of conflict by effective 
border control and internal policing". 


In other actions at its winter meeting the Board: 


- Gave support to pending legislation that would remove the national 
origins quota system from the country's immigration laws. It said the 
system is inequitable and discriminatory. 


- Heard reports that the churches! civil rights emphasis will shift in 
large measure in coming months from the South to the North and will concen- 
trate on action programmes in urban ghetto areas. EPS, Geneva 


CONTROVERSIAL CURRICULUM 
A BEST SELLER IN CANADA 


(Toronto) - Sales of the new United Church of Canada Sunday school curriculum 
have more than doubled early expectations, according to church officials. 


Widespread controversy over the material, called "The Word and the Way", was 
cited as a contributing factor in the sale of some 740,000 units since last 
June. It had been expected that by February orders would total only 
500,000 Unis ..0. 0 BPS Nos nd2, .1964) 


The curriculum has been under fire particularly by conservative and funda- 
mentalist churchmen and groups. Much of the criticism has centred around 
the use of the word "myth" which, according to those who prepared the curri- 
culum, means "profound spiritual truth conveyed in picturesque form", The 
curriculum classified the first 11 chapters of the Bible as "myth", 

EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN BAPTIST EDITORS 
TAKE STAND ON RACE QUESTION 


(Biloxi, Mississippi) - The Southern Baptist Press Association has adopted a 
resolution urging "each Southern Baptist to take immediate steps to assist 
all citizens to attain full privileges of US citizenship". The Association 
includes editors of 29 weekly state Baptist papers, mission journals, and 
other publications. 


"We commend all concerned citizens, and Mississippi Baptists in particular, 
for recent progress toward solving problems of race', the statement said. 


Last November the Mississippi Baptist Convention dealt with the question for 
the first time when it recognized,."the gravity of the race problem", deplored 
violence, and called for a Christian solution. EPS, Geneva 
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REUNION PROPOSALS FOR 
AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES 


(Sydney) - Anglican and Methodist delegations to the. Australian Council of 
Churches! annual meeting here both proposed the union of Australian churches 
within a decade, wi! 


It was the first time the Anglican Church in Australia had mede specific 
proposals for union, é : 


Australian Methodist, Presbyterian, and Congregational churches are at 
present. considering a. plan of union in the Uniting: Church of Australia. 


Members of the Anglican delegation, which included the Primate and two other 
Archbishops, announced their intention of asking their church to covenant 

to unite with other churches by 1975. This will be discussed by diocesan 
Synods this year and the General Synod in 1966. 


The Methodist delegation said the churches should enter into a covenant by 
1970 and take all steps towards reunion by 1980. 


However the full meeting of the Council was unwilling to specify exact 
dates, because, as ACC general secretary the Rev. H. Perkins pointed out, 
"we are not sufficiently certain as to the role the churches expected (the 
Council) to play in such matters", ; ow | 
Besides Anglicans and Methodists, the Council's membership includes Congre- 
gationalists, Presbyterians, Eastern Orthodox, the Churches of Christ, the 
Society of Friends, and the Salvation Army. 


Observers note that what makes the proposals particularly interesting is 
the Anglican recommendation. This church has been slow to move towards 
unity, and its current proposal is seen as the fruition of a very recently 
developed interest in church union, 


The Anglican Archbishop of Perth, the Most Rev. George Appleton, addressing 
the iplenary‘session took note of this, Anglicans had "talked and prayed" 
for years about church union, he said, "Now-we have come to a moment-of 
unity and quiet inspiration on this question, We see a vision of real: 
union within the foreseeable future. Whatever happens now it. must be known 
that the Anglicans here have made this unanimous decision." . ; 


A Spokesman for the Churches of Christ, which also have not been involved ° 
in union talks, said its delegation had. decided to pass on to its Boumenical 
Affairs Committee its conviction that "renewal, mission, and unity were | 
indivisible and that unity is an imperative and not an elective". 


Other actions of the meeting included: 


- The integration of the National Missionary Council of Australia with the 
Australian Council of Churches at a moving service of worship involving 
nearly 200 representatives of the churches, their overseas mission boards, 
and home mission departments. 


- : The reception into membership of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Australia 
and New Zealand, Other Orthodox and Eastern churches already members are 
the Greek Orthodox, the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox, and the Armenian 
Apostolic. 


~ The decision to increase. joint action by member churches in a large 
number of fields including the use of mass media, the training of clergy,.. 
the provision of industrial and university chaplains, and the development 
2OL joint. church’ congregations in many areas, aia . EPS, Geneva 
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SWEDISH CHURCHES APPEAL FOR 
RIGHTS OF USSR JEWS 


(Stockhelm) - The Swedish Ecumenical Council has appealed to the Soviet 
government to secure "in reality" for Jews in Russia the rights and privi- 
leges guaranteed them by the Russian constitution. 


The appeal, which has been forwarded to Soviet officials, said the Council 
had received "alarming information" indicating that "the Jewish minority in 
the Soviet Union is in a worse position than ather national and religious 
minorities. 


"What we have learnt gives us reason to fear that the continued existence 
of the Jewish population in a cultural and religious sense is threatened, 
and that at the same time the religious liberty of the individual, which 
is constitutionally guaranteed, is seriously infringed." 


The Council, which is composed of 12 Swedish churches and Christian organi- 
zations, cited especially "the drdstic reduction in the number of syna- 
gogues, accounted for by official Soviet documents". It noted that con- 
pared to 450 listed in 1956 there are now less than 80. Further, it said, 
a "great number of schools, theatres, and other institutions of importance 
for Jewish cultural life have been forced to close. Information about the 
publishing of papers and books of Jewish origin gives the same picture. 


"In many cases Jewish rites have been rendered difficult or impossible by 
steps taken by Soviet authorities. Total prohibition to bake unleavened 
bread, for instance, was issued for the first time in 1962. 


"The law passed in 1961 decreeing capital punishment for certain property 
offences seems to have been applied to Jews to a disproportionally high 
degree, we conclude from Soviet press information. Trials in such cases 
have often been given a publicity which indicates that it has actually been 
a case of race discrimination." 


The statement indicated the Council's information was based on a variety of 
sources, but specified only one. This was a report made last year by an 
international Socialist study group headed by Mr. Alvar Alsterdal, which, 
the Council said, gave "alarming information about the position of Jews in 
the Soviet Union". 


The statement referred to various World Council of Churches pronouncements 
denouncing racial discrimination and supporting the rights of all peoples 
to religious liberty. 


It has been forwarded to the Soviet government by its embassy in Stockholn, 
and copies have been sent for information to the United Nations! General 
Secretariat, the Stockholm embassy of Israel, the Chief Rabbi of Stockholn, 
and the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World. - 
Council of Churches, EPS, Geneva 


PRODUCTION OF MATZOH 
APPROVED IN MOSCOW 


(Moscow) -~ Two Moscow synagogues have received Soviet permission to bake 
and sell matzoh —- traditional unleavened bread - for the observance of 
Passover, the New York Times reports. 
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It said that representatives of the two synagogues had declared that the 
matzoh should be available in sufficient quantities in Moscow this year to 
Satisfy the needs of Jews who wished to observe tue dietary laws of the 
Passover. ; : 


* 


However, it said "private Jewish sources" had expressed concern that there 
would not be sufficient for Jewish communities in other parts of the Soviet, 


Since the Soviet state bakers stopped baking matzoh four years ago Jews 
have had to depend on producing the bread in their own homes — which the 


government has permitted ~ or on getting sufficient supply from abroad. 
EPS, Geneva 


USA EPISCOPALIANS SUPPORT 
NON-PUBLIC SCHOOL AID 


(Greenwich, Conn,)--- President Johnson's pending aid to education bill, 

which includes provisions for assistance to non-public schools, was sup- 
ported in general by the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church in a 

statement adopted at the annual meeting here. 


The statement welcoméd the "inclusion of all non-profit schools in pr.- 
posals for assistance inthe purchase of books for school libraries and 
for student use", It stressed also that "primary responsibility" for 
public education should be "exercised by local agencies", 


Introductory remarks in the statement asserted that the Episcopal Church 
has "a deep concern for education" and for the "quality of education in 
all schools and for the widest possible sharing of educational opportunities 
at all levels". ' EPS, Geneva 


FOUR GROUPS BREAK WITH OXFAM 
ON FAMILY PLANNING MEASURE 


(London) ~ Four Roman Catholic groups have withdrawn support from the 
Oxford Committee for Famine Relief (Oxfam) because of its decision to help 
finance family planning in poorer nations. (EPS No. 6) 


The groups were three schools and the Abbey Youth Club in Birmingham which 
raised £150 for Oxfam in the past two years. . It accused the organization 
of betraying young people of this country with its "regrettable decision", 


An Oxfam spokesman said it regretted losing the support of the groups, but 
"at the same time we are heartened that the number withdrawing is so small 
and because the Roman Catholic hierarchy has encouraged its members to 
Support the other 95 per cent of our work, 


In a month or so Oxfam hopes to start family planning programmes in Hong 
Kong and Korea, EPS, Geneva 


ee 
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PRIEST LOSES RIGHTS FOR 
VIEWS ON BIRTH CONTROL 


(London) - The Rev. Joseph Cocker, a 27-year-old Roman Catholic priest 
who has publicly opposed Roman Catholic teaching on family planning, has 
been notified that he has "forfeited all his rights to speak and preach 
as a priest of the church" because of his views, 


The announcement came shortly after Father Cocker was called. from his 
parish - cn the Isle of Wight”= to explain nimself to diocesan authorities 
at Winchester. Father Cocker told reporters following the 50-minute 
interview that he was not prepared to retract his views, 


He was the second young Roman Catholic priest to defend birth control in 
recent days. Last week the Rev. Arnold McMahon, 25, was called to Rome 
for talks with his religious superiors after writing an article defending 
the right of Roman Gatholics to practise birth control. — 


The Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Heenan,on his return here from | 
Rome last week following the initiation ceremony for cardinals, said” ea 
that "the Pope had requested there should be an end to public discussion of 
of contraception. We also were informed that it was not for us to thake 
further public statements on the subject." EPS, Geneva 


EXPERIMENTAL ANGLICAN SERVICES 
ALLOWED BY BRITISH PARLIAMENT 


(London) - The British Parliament has given final legislative approval to 
proposals for experimental forms of services to be conducted by the Church © 
of England (Anglican) as alternatives to those prescribed in the centuries- 
old Book of Common Prayer. 


The proposals were embodied in the Prayer Book (Alternative and Other 
Services) Meas .re which now goes to Queen Elizabeth for the formal royal 
assent. The measure was approved by the House of Commons, despite some 
criticism, after having as Maa anges been adopted by the House of- Lords. 


Until now, the only legally sanctioned Anglican services have been those 

of the 1662 Prayer Book, which has not been officially revised since then. 

In 1928, the Shite oh dt abentiy proposed a revision, but this has remained 

unofficial since Parliament never accepted it. Parts of the 1928 book 

have been oe. plas in Anglican worship services with.approval of bistceps. 
- BPS, Geneva 


RECONCILIATION ACTION GROUP 
WILL WORK IN GERMANY 


(Berlin) - For the first time the Reconciliation Action programme of 
German Protestant. ‘youth will underteke work-’in Germany itself. 


One group of ‘volunteers will build a memorial church on the site of the. 
: concentration camp at Dachau, 


Another. will construct a church information pane on the site of the camp | 
at Bergen- ‘Belsen. ' | cea 


A third group, which will be ieee by several’ English yi oh will help ° 
re- buila* ‘a war-damaged: hte belonging to the deaconess house in Dresden. 


The programme was. set up originally under auspices of the Council. of the. 
Evangelical Church in Germany for.work in German-occupied countries during — 
Bae WAL. ae ‘ EPS, Geneva 
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SWISS REBUKED FOR ATTITUDES 
TOWARD FOREIGN WORKERS 


(Zurich) - The Swiss have been taken sharply to task for their attitude 
towards foreign workers in this country by the Council of the National 
Federation of Protestant Churches. 


A statement which the Council said was prompted by "violent demonstrations | 
in some places" declared: 


"It is we who have asked these strangers within our gates to come #.. 

It is we who enlisted them because we need their help. It would be 
completely wrong to make them pay for the fears, justified or not, which 

now beset us when we wake up to the fact that foreigners represent too 

high a percentage of our population, that we are in danger of losing our 
national character, and that the balance between the (Christian) confessions 
may break down." 


Unofficial estimates indicate there are one million foreign workers, brought 
here by an unprecedented economic boom,in the total population of five 
and a half million. | EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX, ANGLICANS TO RESUME 
THEOLOGICAL TALKS 


(London) - Plans for the resumption of full-scale theological discussions 
between the Anglican Communion and the Orthodox Church after a lapse of 
several years, has been announced here. 


The-resumption of the talks was officially approved when the Archbishop 
of Canterbury received the Metropolitans of Elioupolis and Myra who had 
come to London to convey to him the decision of the- recent Third Pan- 
Orthodox conference that such talks be resumed. 


It.is understood that the Archbishop of Canterbury has proposed the 
establishment of an inter-Anglican commission of between 25 and 30 
theologians. The “rthodox churches are expected to establish an inter- 
Orthodox commission of equal size. 


Anglican-Orthodox theological talks were begun in 1921 and continued in 
1930 and 1931. As the result of these the Ecumenical Patriarch resognized 
the validity of Anglican orders, a decision later affirmed by the Patriarchs 
of Jerusalem, Alexandria, and Rumania, and by the Church of Cyprus. 

EPS, Geneva 


REMOVAL OF BAPTIST THACHER 
C4USES DISCUSSION IN FINLAND 


(Helsinki ) ~ The refusal of authorities in the Swedish-language district of 
western Finland to allow a Baptist school teacher to continue giving 
instruction in religion classes several months ago has led to extensive 
discussion of the issue in the daily press and on radio. 


Vasabladet, one’ of the leading Swedish=language dailies in western Finland, 
has just concluded a series of 12 articles, by various writers, some 
upholding the law which requires that Lutheran children be instructed in 
religion only by teachers at least nominally Lutheran, and some demanding 
a.more liberal law. The Swedish-language radio network in Finland broad- 
cast a series of discussions on Church and State by a panel composed of a 
lutheran priest, a Baptist pastor, and a lawyer. . EPS, Geneva 
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THREE EAST AFRICAN CHURCHES 
TO PUBLISH BASIS OF UNION 


(Dodoma, Tanzania) - Representatives of three of five East African churches 
engaged in church union discussions have approved publication of an outline 
of priciples for their union as: one basis for study and discussion in their 
churches. 


Taking the action were the Anglican, Methodist, and Presbyterian churches. 

A fourth church - the Lutheran - declined to associate itself with the pian 
as it now stands because of differing concepts about the role of the ministry 
in the proposed united church. 


The Moravian Church, also a party to the discussions, announced that it. | 
wished to have further time to consider the plan before deciding to sponsor 
publication. 


Two other documents prepared by a joint committee of representatives of the 
five churches which has been meeting over the past two years were a common 
liturgy and a glossary of theological terms in Swahili and English. The 
conference referred both back to the committee for further study. 


All five churches were generally agreed on basic proposals for the plan 
for ehurch union except for the section dealing with the exercise of 
leadership of the ministry. The delegates of four of the five churehes - 
Anglican, Methodist, Moravian, and Presbyterian - were generally in accord 
that in a united church it should be exercised by bishops consecrated in 
historic succession. Members of the Lutheran delegation saw no reason 

why it should not be exercised in a variety of ways - by bishops of various 
forms of consecration, superintendents, presidents, and moderators. 


A spokesman noted tnese differing views have their roots in different 
theological conceptions which will take a long time to reconcile, and that 
the conference either had to postpone publication of the Basis of Union 
while theologians on both sides tried to reconcile the differences, or to 
publish it this year in the name of those churches whose delegates were 
generally agreed on its terms. 


At the conclusion of the meeting the delegates agreed that their talks 
should continue on the many points "where conviction does not hold us apart, 
that the theological debate should continue on those points where agreement 
is not yet reached, and pending reconciliation of the differing views, that 
the proposal be investigated to set up an Asso@iation or Federation of 
Hast African Churches, of which the Lutheran Church could be part". 

EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Near Hast Council of Christians has named the Rev. Istiro, of the UAR, 
as its executive secretary. A member of the Coptic Evangelical Church, 

he is at present working with the Bible Society of Cairo. The appointment 
is effective in mid-1965. His offices will be in Beirut, Lébanon. 

Mr. Istiro succeeds the Rev. J. L. Anderson, an Pacyeost. who has been 
serving as executive secretary. 


*% % * 
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The moderator of the Church of Scotland the Rev. Hector Steel, attended the 
consecration last week at Motherwell of the Rt. Rev. Francis Thompson as 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Motherwell. It was the first time a 
representative of the Church of Scotland had attended such a consecration. 


* * * 


The Finnish National Council of the Lutheran World Federation has donated 
10,000 copies each of new Spanish editions of the Small Catechism of 
Martin Luther and a biography of the reformer to the Lutheran churches of 
Latin America. 


% * * 


Bishop Johannes Lauri of Stockholm has been named as head of the Estonian 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Exile. He succeeds ninety-year-old 
Archbishop Johan Kopp, who has retired because of ill health and advancing 
age. Some 8,000 Estonians fled their homeland in the years beginning with 
the Sgviet occupation of 1949. They settled in Western Europe, the Americas, 
and Australia. The Church in Exile now reports mere than 65,000 baptized 
members in 67 parishes in those parts of the world. 


* * * 


France now has some 350 worker-priests and more than 70 seminarians in 
training in that particular field of church service. Another 50 priests 
are acting in close liaison with the Mission de France, the organization 
responsible for the pioneering worker-priest movement. The figures were 
reported in Paris in a statement issued by Father André Laforge, vicar- 
general of the Mission ‘e France. 


x * x 


Out of a total population of some thirty-one million inhabitants, the Polish 
People's Republic has about one hundred and forty thousand Protestants, 
according to recent estimates. Most of these are members of Baptist, 
Lutheran, or Reformed churches. The large majority of these Polish 
Protestants live in Upper Silesia and in the Province of Allenstein. It 
is reported that in Lower Silesia only two confirmations took place dering 
1964. 
% riba 
The Roman Catholic Liturgical Conference in the USA has announced that 
because of the growing interest in the renewal and reform of worship “it 
will sponsor three national Liturgical Weeks this year, instead of one as 
it has each year for the last 25 years. The three meetings are expected to 
be attended by a total of some 30,000 priests, religious,and lay people, as 
well as by Protestant and Orthodox observers. 


* * * 


About 40 natiunal religious and civil rights organizations in the USA will 
sponsor a conference on "The South African Crisis and American Action" in 
Washington D.C., March 21-23. The meeting will be the first such gathering 
in the USA convened specifically. to discuss South Africa's apartheid 
policies. 


* * * 
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CCIA PROPOSALS FOR 
VIETNAM NEGOTIATION 


(Geneva) - World Council of Churches! international affairs experts 
recommandcdhere that the good offices of Southeast Asian countries not 
directly involved in the Vietnamese crisis should be used to bring into 
negotiation parties involved or responsible for the conflict. 


The proposal was put forward in a statement suggesting certain lines 
of action issued by the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, a WCC agency, and signed by its chairman, Sir Kenneth Grubb, 
London, and director, Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, New York. It was the 
first official statement by the WCC agency on the Vietnam problem. 


The statement declared that the objective to be sought in any 
negotiations undertaken is a situation in which the people of Vietnam 
are "permitted to seek what seems to them to be the best solution 

for their problem and one which satisfies the demandsof peace and 
security in Southeast Asia". 


When all foreign intervention has been removed, it said, governments 

in the area could provide "the manpower for observation and direction 
on the scene whereas other governments proceeding through impartial 
channels could contribute to the financial costs". 


The statement has been forwarded to the heads of government and 
foreign ministers of nations including the USA, the UK, the USSR, 
India, Pakistan, Burma, Philippines, Thailand, and France; and to the 
general seoretary of the United Nations. 


Published weekly under auspices : World Council of Churches » World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


Bie ai aim of ea cee cs} Press Service 1 is to keep a readers patoued of trends of chonent and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
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These were other main points advanced in the statement: 


- Military measures to offset acts of infiltration or subversion are bound 

to prove futile, to achieve an adequate political solution, and to risk 

the danger of escatation. "... justice will be more fully served and world oder 
under law better advanced by processes of peaceful change and peaceful 
settlement". 


- The quest for a solution must be shifted from the battlefield to the 
conference table. This "can be done and it can be done honourably, but 
only if false pride in face-saving is abandoned and there appears a. 
readiness to take necessary risks without guarantee of success in advance", 


~ Suggestions that negotiations be conducted under United Nations auspices 
must recognize the fact that the People's Republic of China is not a UN 
member, and "the inability of the United Nations to deal with the problem 

as it should is in no small measure attributable to (this) absence... 

The continued artificial isolation of some 700 million people is a dangerous 
situation and may well aggravate the intransigence of the government in 
effective power - an intransigence which has thus far made peaceful 
solutions in the area difficult, or impossible." 


(The full Li Se the shins is sea ines to this issue of: EPS. ) 
EPS, Geneva 


SWISS ASSOCIATION ASKS EXTENSION 
OF TIME LIMIT FOR NAZI CRIMES PROSECUTION 


(Zurich) - A Meeting of the Swiss ASsociation of Christians and Jews has 
vigorously prcetested against plans by the West German Government not to extend 
the statute of time limitation for legal action against Nazi war criminals. 


Asso®iation official, Dr. E. Zellweger, addressing an overflow meeting of 
several handred persons here, declared that while normally the idea of 
limiting the time during which legal action can be instituted is be~74 upon 
the assumption that’ the demands for atonement by society or the aggrieved 
party will decrease, this does not apply to Nazi crimes which will be 
remembered throughout history. 


Norwas there any justiZvication.for the objection that it is difficult after 
such a long. period to produce evidence required for conviction; therewis more 
than enough to convict the Nazi criminals, he said. : 


Professor F. Blanke of the Faculty of Theology of the a See OF Zurich, 
also underscored that normal criminal law was inadequate to deal with the fend 
atrocities. The German Federal Republic, as the legal: successor to the Third 
Reich, must be compelled to make an effort to eradicate the traces of the 
Hitler period, he said. Extending the period, during which criminal proceed- 
ings could be instituted, would mean that the Germans would face their own 
guilt and responsibility for the past. EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP DIBELIUS EXPLAINS COMMENTS 
ON WAR CRIMES STATUTE 


(Berlin) - Bishor Otto Dibelius, of Berlin-Brandenburg, said here that his 
comments suggesting there be no extension of the time limit for institution of 
legal proceedings against Nazi war criminals had been misinterpreted to mean 
that "a Protestant bishop ‘wishes to protect" these criminals. (EPS No. 6) 


The Lutheran Bishop said he had sought to emphasize that there should be "a .. 
balance" and that this would mean "continuing to make people atone for their 
past deeds to the AAeoe aE Sabo: at the time aS upon the Laws ool 

ere EPS, Geneva sips 
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CARDINAL CUSHING UNDERLINES 
INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS IN BIRTH CONTROL LAW 


(Boston) - Richard Cardinal Cushing, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston, 
has told a Massachusetts legislative committee considering a bill which 
would remove the state ban on the sale of contraceptive devices and dis- 
semination of birth control information, that Catholics in the state have 
no wish to force their convictions upon others. 


Catholics, the prelate said, "do not need the support of civil law to be 
faithful to their own religious convictions and they do not seek wD impose 
by law their moral views on other members of society. 


"In the present case, especially in the light cf the position taken by other 
religious groups in our plural society, it does not seem reasonable to me to 
forbid in civil law a practice which can be considered a matter of private 
morality." 


The Cardinal expressed disapproval, however, of the specific bill pending 
before the Legislature. He said that in his opinicn it did not contain 
"nroper safeguards and could result in great harm and mischief to the pub- 
lic, especially to the young". He said he was certain the bill, as phrased, 
did not "reflect a true public consensus", and suggested it be referred to 
a study commission made up of citizens representing "a broad community con- 
sensus", EPS, Geneva — 


MISSIONARY OFFERS GUIDELINES FOR CONGO 
WORK IN FACE OF POLITICAL INSTABILITY 


(Lerpoldville, Congo ) ~ Future missionary work in the Congo will probably 

be concentrated in urban areas because of the unfeasibility, in light cf 

the political situation, of stationing men, particularly those with families, 
in 'bush stations', a Presbyterian U.S. (Southern) missionary said. 


“Dr. John R. Crawford, in an article written for publication in the United 
States, said the changing situation also calls for closer Roman Catholic - 
Protestant relations, increased emphasis on training Congolese medical per- 
sonnel, and the recruitment of more Negro missionaries for the Congo "who 
by their very presence can witness to the universality of the Gospel". 


Dr. Crawford, a professor of Bible and theology at the new Protestant 
university in Leopoldville, noted that crises in certain areas have brought 
about improved relationships between Roman Catholic and Protestant mission- 
aries. He called for closer cooperation with Roman Catholics particularly 
in relief work and Bible translation. EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH POLICE CLOSE ADVSNTIST 
CHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL 


(Zaragoza) - Spanish police have closed the primary school operated by the 
Adventist Christian Church here, on the grounds that educational activities 
are forbidden by Protestant church groups. 


Twenty-five parents of the children affected by the closure have protested 

the action to the Ministry of Education and asked recognition of their 

right to educate their children in accordance with their religious beliefs. 
EPS, Geneva 
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MOLLIB RULE: 
DIMS IN ATHENS 


(Geneva) ~ Mrs. Mollie Rule, M.B. Ho the Chief Beeeutbenene Officer. in Greece 
cf the World Council of: Garon ee Service to Refugeys, died suddenly March y 
in Athens, after a brief illness. ‘She had been associated with the World - 
Council, since 1950 and had worked for the Service to Refugees in: i MARY. parts 
of the world. sath 


Mrs. Rule is*believed to have helped personally more netioneal a ae ake 
had been working since 1940, than any other woman anywhere. She was hon- 
oured with the M.B.E. for these activities by Queen Dlizabeth II of England. 


Born in London in 1900, the daughter of a Bloomsbury BYE Mollie Rule 
was educated at Roedean, the famous ened school near Brighton, England. 
First in South Africa and then in Rhodesia she was .a games mistress in 
girls! schools for twenty years. 


In 1940 the government of Southern Rhodesia asked her to help in the adminis- 
tration of.internment camps for. Germans there. Later she joined the Inter- 
national Refugee Organizetion and. served in Tanganyika and the Philippines 
.where.she was. resettlement officer of a camp that had been established on. 

the island cf Samar for refugees mainly of Russian origin from Chins «0 


. When Typhoon Amy smashed ‘that camp late in 1951, Mrs. Rule, who had stayed 
an the Island for the WOG, improvised welfare services for the stricken... 


Mrs. Rule was’ transferred ce the Athens office of the WCC in 1953 and worked 
there for the-remainder of her life. She was responsible for resettling 
Albanians, Bulgarians, Yugoslavs, and Greek "ethnics". who had sought sano- 
tuary in Greece. At the time of the Hungarian crisis: in 1956 she Kent to 
Yugoslavia to care for ret “ugees from Budapest. Cs ye RE 


“In a tribute to Mrs. Rule, Miss Margaret Jaboor, director of the. Wec'e - Ser- 
vice to Refugees, writes: "She held a very specia? place in the hearts and 
minds of all. of-ws, not only because she was an outstandingly fine resettle- 
ment officer from the technical point of view but also because, to a quite 

- extraordinary degree, she understood ther! refugees of all nationalities, 
saw the worthwhileness:.of each individual, whatever his history, fought his 
battles and won his confidence and respect, are this without ee aries in 
sentimentality." 


The funeral service was held in Athens on sinday and was attendea by the. 


-, Bishop of Achaia, representing the Archbishop of Athens, and by represen- 


tatives. of the Greek Foreign Office, the British Embassy, the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees, the Internatianal Committee for gs alee a hs S, 
and, tie headquarters staff of the World Council. “3 ; 


Mrs. Rule is survived bya son who. lives in Johannesburg. and a sieren who 
odd gale in London. Both were present at the funeral. EPS, .Geneva - 


114 CHRISTIAN MISSIONS 
NOW SERVE IN INDTA ~ 


(New Delhi) - There are 114 recognized foreign Christian missions in India 
UOdGy, du ls Hathi, the country's Minister for Home Affairs, told the upper 
chamber of the. nathkonal. parliament here. 


He said that the number of foreign missionaries vorl aienes with the govern- 
ment, excepting those from countries of the British Commonwealth, was 4,320 
in January, 1964. He added that the missions received, présumably from abroad, | 
a total of $23,000,000 in 1963 and $19,000,000 in the nine months ending 

September, 1964. | EPS, Geneva i 
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MEMBER CHURCH WITHDRAWS 
FROM NCC MEMBERSHIP IN U.S.A. 


(Portland, Ore) - The withdrawal of the Unity of the Brethren Church, a 
Moravian church, from membership in the National Council of Churches (USA) 
has been accepted "with regret" by the NCC's General Board here. 


The church, the smallest of the NCC's 31 member churches with slightly over 
6,000 members centred in Texas, is the first to leave NCC membersnip. 


Action by the Brethren at a meeting last April said the step was taken 
because of "some of the trends indicated in some of the actions of the NCC 
and because it feels that this decision to withdraw is in the best interests 
of this denomination at this time". EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN BAPTISTS REJECTS PROPOSAL 
THAT ‘SCHOLAR! OBSERVE VATICAN II 


(Nashville, Tenn. ) The Southern Baptist Convention's lxecutive Committee 
rejected a proposal to send a "competent scholar" to observe the Second 
Vatican Council's fourth session opening Sept. 14th. 


The proposal contained in a subcummittee's report was deleted by the Execu- 
tive Committee at a meeting here. It suggested that the committee should 
"consider the sending of a competent scholar to observe and report" to. 


Southern Baptists the proceedings of the 1965 Council session. 
‘ Geneva 


RUSSIAN EMBASSY PICKETED 
TO PROTEST ANTI-SEMITISM 


(Washington, De et -~ Approximately 100 Jewish and Christian civic clergy and 
business leaders picketed the Soviet Embassy here to protest anti-Semitism 
in Russia. This was the first of a concentrated series of protests which 
will be registered at the Embassy by contingents from Greater Philadelphia 
twice weekly until March 25. 


Stanton W. Kratzok, chairman of the Committee on Local Implications on Anti- 
Semitism Overseas, said: "The record is quite clear that Jews in the Soviet 
Union continue to suffer discrimination as‘a nationality, as a religious 
group, and as individuals. As a result, considerations of humanity and 
justice compel us to register this protest in person." 


Following the demonstrations, selected representatives met with a Soviet 
Embassy official, a State Department official, and members of Congress 
representing the Greater Philadelphia area. EPS, Geneva 


AME, BISHOPS COUNCIL NAMES 
GROUP ON CHURCH UNION 


‘(Kansas City) - The African Methodist Episcopal Church's Bishops Council 
set up @ special committee at its meeting here to advance ree isk the 
Ghurch's union with two other Negro Methodist bodies. a 


These are the African ilethodist Episcopal Zion Church and the Givistian 
Methodist Episcopal Church. The AME Church, with some 1,500,000 members, 
is the largest of the three. The AME Zion Church has some 770,000 members 
and the CME, 450,000. 


All three have similar backgrounds, history and doctrine, as well as forms 
of worship, structure and policy. A tentative target date for formation of 
the unified church is sometime in 1968. EPS, Geneva 
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SUCCESS OF PROTESTANT LITERATURE PROGRAMME 
UNDER STUDY IN CONGO, ETHIOPIA, MALAWI 


(Luluabourg, Congo) - The success of Liproka, the Protestant literature 
distribution agency for the Kasai area, with headquarters here, is being 
studied by groups in other regions of the Congo, and in neighbouring 
African nations. 


The agency's director, Congo Inland missionary Levi Keidel, recently visited 
Malawi and Ethiopia at the invitation of literature groups in the two nations, 
to study distribution problems and make recommendations. In the Congo, plans 
_ are being made by several groups to adapt Liproka's distribution system to 
other language areas. 


Liproka is part of an extensive literature preparation, publication, and 
distribution programme serving the Tahiluba-speaking population of central 
Congo. This programme, greatly expanded by the 1961 gift of some $100,000 
by Presbyterian U.S. (Southern) Church women, is now directed by a board 
composed of six member groups - the Presbyterian Church of the Congo, the 
American Presbyterian Congo Mission, the Evangelical Mennonite Church in 
the Congo, the Congo Inland Mission, the Evangelical Assemblies, and the 
Wescott Mission. EPS, Geneva 


STUDENT PROGRAMME WILL PROMOTE 
REBUILDING OF BURNED CHURCHES 


(Jackson, Miss. ) - Mississippi college students, both Negro and white, who 
wish to heip rebuild burned Negro churches in the state may now do so under 
&@ new programme established by the inter-denominational Committee of Concern. 


The new venture will be supervised by directors of student work of several 
churches active in Mississippi. The Rev. Jack Loflin of Jackson, director 
of youth work of the Mississippi Conference of The Methodist Church, chair- 
man of the committee, said that tentative plans call for work projects to 
be set up during spring vacation and weekends. Student volunteers may 
help with painting, cleaning, decorating, and similar work. 


. The Committee of Concern was established last summer to channel funds and 
other aid to Negro churches destroyed during the civil rights efforts in. 
the state. The group has collected $60,497 and has paid out $50,611 to. 

aid in rebuilding 18 of 38 of the burned churches. EPS, Geneva. 


SOVIET JUSTICE SEEKS COMMON 
APPLICATION OF CHURCH - STATE LAWS 


(Moscow) - The Chief Justice of the Soviet Supreme Court has recommended 
that a collection be made and published of all Soviet laws concerning 
church-state relations with a view to development of a single oode appli- 
cable throughout the U.S.S.R. The Justice, Mr. Anachkine, writing in the 
last issue of Sovietskoe Gosudarstvo i -Pravo said present legislation in 
this field differs from one Soviet Republic to the other and is variously 
interpreted. He said instruction should be drawn up for the common appli- 
cation of the laws. i Sty EPS, Geneva 


No. 8 = llth March, 1965 - 


SPANISH PROTESTANTS CONCERNED ABOUT 
CONFISCATION OF BOOKS 


(Madrid) = Spanish Protestant leaders here report increasing difficulties in 
receiving leaflets, books, and other printed materials sent them by church 
agencies abroad. 


The Rev. Humberto Capo, first secretary of the Spanish Eva ast ibal® bhueie 
in a letter to Dr. Carlos R. Piquor, of the Spanish Ministry of Chto seit 
and Tourism, requested an explantion of why material sent in recently had 
been confiscated and of present government policies with regard to the 
receipt of such material. 


His letter said that the government's action appeared "contrary to the «.. 
atmosphere of respect and comprehension of the ecumenical movement which 
we ail seok toe vtrengthene . 


"Tt would be’ extrenely painful for me ana my colleagues to have to resign. — 
ourselves to believing that we are really just where we were before, in 
spite of the changes taking place", his letter said. EPS, Geneva 


SWISS CHURCHES MOVE TO PROMOTE 
ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT AT PARISH LEVEL 


(Thun, Switzerland) - Swiss Reformed, Lutheran, iy Sienaeta and Old Catholic 
church leaders meeting here have recommended a broad programme of 
activities designed to stimulate the ecumenical movement at the parish 
level. 


Suggestions included the sponsorship of joint community meetings, and more. 

intensive training about the ecumenical movement for catechumens and 

theological students. A spokesman said the aim of the recommendations is 

to Piel the principle that "the local church is the laboratory of ecumenism". 
EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH SAYS PROCREATION 
- PRIMARY AIM OF MARRIAGE 


(Beyreuth, West Germany) ~ An. official statement of the Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria said here that the procreation of 
children should be the primary purpose of marriage. 


While noting that Protestants are not forbidden to follow family planning 
methods, it suggested that married couples "who do Not desire children may 
well. be motivated by reasons of egoism, or love of comfort" and these 
couples are "Sinning against the divine order of creation". All couples, 
it suggested, should use birth control devices only after they have 
“seriously examined their position in the eyes of God". 


The statement, the first ever issued by the church on the question of 
marriage, condemned sterilization "as it can never be reversed and may 
alter the whole nature of marriage" and abortion "since all children, even ' 
in embryo, or whether deformed in some manner come under the divine 
commandment 'thou shalt not kill'". EPS, Geneva 
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COPTIC ORTHODOX CONDEMN 
VATICAN STATEMENT ON JEWS 


(Cairo) - In a statement quoting liberally from the Scriptures, the Holy 
Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church has condemned the Vatican Council state- 
ment which exonerates the Jews from the crime of Deicide. 


The seven-point statement issued here declared that "The Holy Bible gives 
a clear testimony that the Jews have crucified the Lord Jesus Christ and 
bore. the responsibility of His Crucifixion as they repeatedly said to 
FOnbIUS Plate “sss 


It declared that the condemnation for this act "does not include a specific 
group of Jews and not others" and that "real mercy towards sinners cannot 

be achieved by freeing them from their sins, but by guiding and leading them 
to repentance and belief so that their sins may be forgiven them... " 

But, it noted, "The confirmation of this historical and doctrinal fact does 
not contradict the Christian teachings of ehariey's fraternity, and tolerance 
towards all human beings ... " 


The Synod declared its full support of a similar statement issued on January 
24th by their Holinesses the Pope of Alexandria and the Patriarch of Antioch. 


Al Ahram, the leading UAR government newspaper, in an article describing 
Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, as the 
chief author of the document on Roman Catholic relations with the Jews, said: 
The text "has become the source of schism between Christians instead of 
Christian unity, which is the main aim of the Vatican Council". 

EPS, Geneva 


ROME REPORTED TO WARN ABOUT 
"EXCESSES" IN JOINT SERVICES 


(New York) - Details of a letter intended as "strictly confidential" warning 
U.S.A. Roman Catholic bishops about excesses taking place in some religious 
services involving non-Roman Catholics, are reported by the National Catholic 
Reporter published here. 


Quoting a letter from Archbishop Egidio Vagnozzi, apostolic delegate, the 
Reporter said: "Because these excesses give rise to great wonderment, and 
indeed bewilderment, among the faithful, the Holy See wishes the bishops to 
understand that, until the conciliar commission has established specific and 
definitive norms regarding communicatio in sacris, participation in such 
ceremonies should be avoided. 


"Undue haste and lack of proper preparation in contact with our separated 
brethren could jeopardize the attainment of sound ecumenical results which 
the (Vatican) Council seeks to promote and could, in fact, endanger existing 
cordial relations with other Christian communities." 


The newspaper said the letter'did not make clar whether the Holy See referred 
to an office of the Roman Curia or to the Pope. EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN PATRIARCH URGES EXTENSION 
OF WAR CRIMES STATUTE 


(Moscow) - Patriarch Alexis of the Russian.Orthodox Church said here that 
the failure of the West German government to extend the statute placing a 
time limit on prosecution for Nazi war crimes would be "an impious method 
of consigning to oblivion monstrous crimes which have no precedent in history", 


Extension of the statute - scheduled to expire May 8 - is being widely 
debated throughout Europe. (EPS Nos. 5 and 6). This was the first comment. 
on the question, however, by a Russian church leader... EPS, _ Geneva 
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ASIAN CHURCHMAN CRITICAL OF 
U.S.A. VIETNAM POLICIES 


(Geneva) - A leading Asian churchman said: that the policies followed by the 
U.S. government in Vietnam have almost completely destroyed the chances that 
North Vietnam can maintain its independence from China and made practically 
impossible the development of a flexible policy for Asia by the U.S.S.R. 


Dr. D. T. Niles, Jaffna, Ceylon, general secretary of the Hast Asia Christian 
Conference, declared that the only purpose U.S. policy has served thus far 
is that "the hands of China have been tremendously strengthened"'. 


The statement issued here by the Ceylonese churchman, who is the chief 
executive of the region-wide organization which includes all the major chur- 
ches and church agencies in South Mast Asia and Australasia, said American 
policy must begin with the understanding that most people in Asia regard the 
leader of North Vietnam as a national hero and agree with him in his aim to 
build Vietnam into a Communist state which is outside the control of Russia. 


Dr. Niles said the only way in which.the U.S.A. could achieveits stated pur- 
pose of achieving a settlement without "selling out to the Communists" would 
be "to make South Vietnam a colonial dependency of the U.S.A., but dress 

such a dependency up in terms of treaties and parallels that have to be guar- 
anteed by a foreign power. To expect the countries of Asia to accept such 

@ situation for long is to expect too much." 


Dr. Niles framed his statement in terms of replies to the question "What is 
the U.S.A. government seeking to achieve by its present policy in Vietnam?" 
Following are major portions of that statement. 


"],. It says that it is seeking to make North Vietnam leave South Vietnam 


alone. 


The basic difficulty here is that North Vietnam and South Vietnam together 


comprise one country and that the people in both narts want the cow sory 


unified again. The situation in Vietnam is quite different from either 
the situation in Korea or in Germany. It is a basic miscalculation to think 
that a foreign power can prevail over the will of the common people to seek 
the unification of their own country. Nor is it possible for a foreign 
power to decide how the people of the country can achieve their desire. 


2. It says that it is seeking to contain the influence of the People's 
Republic of China in Asia. 


The fundamental miscalculation here is a double one. First, the U.S.A. can- 
not stay in Asia for ever. The peoples of Asia must make their own adjust- 
ments among themselves. 


Secondly, the social, political and economic conditions of the countries in 
Asia are such that they cannot formulate their policies in terms of a simply 
negative approach to Communism. Before the patterns of parliamentary deno- 
cracy emerged in the West, western countries had already dealt with the prob- 
lems of feudalism, class-communalism, national self-government, etc. To put 
it vividly, some of the things which Henry VIII did in England are happening 
in Asia only now.. All this means that the government of the U.S.A. cannot 
expect a sympathetic understanding of what they are attempting in Vietnam 
from the peoples of Asia. To say that the government of South Vietnam 
approves of the policy of the U.S.A. is to say precisely nothing. RE ae Hy 

not yet clear whom that government represents. As far as one can see, it 
simply represents those in whose hands military power at the moment resides. 


ee 
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3. It says that it is seeking a way to negotiate a settlement in Vietnam 


which will not be a sellout to the Communists. 


Should we begin from the fact that most people in Asia think of the leader © 
of North Vietnam as a national hero and.agree with him in his aim to build 
in Vietnam a Communist state but outside the control of China, then one be-. 
gins to wonder what kind of a negotiated settlement the U.S. is aiming at. 
By its present policies and actions the U.S. has almost completely destroyed 
the chances of North Vietnam maintaining its independence from China. I+ 
has also destroyed, or almost completely destroyed the possibilities of a 
flexible policy for Russia in Asia. All that has happened is that the hands 
of China have been tremendously strengthened. If then there is to be a 
negotiated settlement which is not a sellout to the Communists, the only way 
of achieving it is to make South Vietnam a colonial dependency of the U.S.A. 
but dress such a dependency up in terms of treaties and parallels that have 
to be guaranteed by foreign power. To expect the countries of Asia to ac- 
cept such a situation for long is to expect too much. 


4. It says that should the U.S.A. pull out of Vietnam now, it would betray 
other countries in Asia which look to its presence in Asia for their own 


Stability. 


This consideration is important. But how can the countries of Asia, which. 
look to the U.S. for economic aid as well as political stability, really 
depend on the U.S. if it creates the impression that, in the last analysis, 
it will use its overwhelming military power to protect what are primarily 
its own immediate interests. The history of American aid in the countries 
of Asia is a checkered history. It is of paramount importance that an image 
of the U.S. as a powerful country with mature political judgment should be 
built up in Asia. It is not necessary for a country such as the U.S. even 
to think of answering the challenge that it is only a paper tiger. 


5» It says that sooner or later there has to be a confrontation be “ween. 


the People's Republic of China and the U.S.A. and that Vietnam is the time 


and place. 
Here we ask only one question. Is human life in Asia cheap? 9 
. ; EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


some part.of the Bible was published in 1,232 languages and dialects as of 
last December, the United Bible Societies reports. The figure represents 
languages spoken by about 95 per cent of the world's population. Complete 
Bibles have been published in the languages of over 90 per cent of the world's 
population. Some 70,000,000 copies of Scriptures were circulated throughout 


the world in 1964. Bk iret ae ore 


A new agricultural school has been opened at the Mennonite colony at 
Fildelfia, Paraguay. Two-thirds:of the east of the school was financed by. 
Mennonites in Paraguay and the remainder by the "Bread for the World" cam- 
paign of the German churches. The new school, which has 50 pupils, is -; 
seeking to upgrade conditions in rural. areas in northwest Paraguay. 

% ¥ * 


ders al 
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New York State's Council of Churches is supporting bills now before the 
state legislature that would apply anti-discrimination laws toreligious, 
charitable, and other non-profit organizations. Such organizations are 
at present exempt from state anti-discrimination laws in housing and 
employment. 


* * * 


Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish views.of the image of modern man 
were presented in a recent week-long ecumenical symposium at the Inter- 
American University in San German, Puerto Rico. The programme, open to 
the public, was sponsored by the university!s Religious Life Office. 


Th te mate * 


Anglican and Methodist youth clubs.which had been meeting only one street 
apart in the centre of Huddersfield, England, have joined forces to form 
one organisation called "The Fourteen-Twenty Club". The action had the 
full support and blessing of their church authorities. 


* % * 


New halls and vestries of the United Anglican Church in Rue Capitaine, 
Crespel, Brussels, and new cloisters for the neighbouring building of the 
Carmelite Fathers will be jointly dedicated tomorrow (March 12th) by the 
Bishop of London, Dr. Robert Stopford, and the Rector Magnificus Emeritus 
of Louvain, Monseigneur Van Waeyenbergh, who will be acting as deputy for 
the Cardinal-Archbishop of Malines. Tye two buildings will be linked by 
a gsix-line telephone cable which will enable proceedings in one church or 
church hall to be relayed to the other. 


* * * 


José Cardona Gregori, executive secretary of the Evangelical Defence 
Committee in Madrid, Spain, has been accredited as a journalist by the 


director of press affairs of the Ministry of Information and Tourism. 


With this official accreditations which under normal circumstances is open 
only to those who are graduates of the University Journalism School, 

Mr. Cardona will have access to primary sources of information. This 
recognition will also. enable him to exercise an informative service in 


‘regard to the work of evangelical churches. The accreditation came as - 
an unexpected move on. the part of the Spanish government, and non-Catholics 


feel that it. may well be an omen of better days for their churches» 
Mr. Cardona is an ordained Baptist minister. 


% % % 
A new translation of the New Testament into modern Russian has just been 


completed by the British and Foreign Bible Society after 12.years of work 
by Russian scholars associated with St. Sergius Academy’ in Paris. The 


typescript will form the basis of ia Bible translation into modern: Russian 


when it is possible to produce it in.Russia - or when permission can be 


secured to import Bibles into Russia. 
Ce NE ae ee! 0 Bie, oe 
A committeeto publicize information about apartheid in South Africa has 


been formed in Geneva, Switzerland. Members include Protestant and Roman 
Catholic clergy, civic and business leaders, and teachers. 


* * 3 


SOP ia 


——-9 
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Lutherans in Addis Ababa have begun construction here of a five-stor#y youth 
centre and student hestel on land donated by Emperor Haile Selassie. 

Leaders of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus laid the cornerstone 
in January and expect to have the building ready by November. For its 
erection, $176,000:is being provided by Lutherhjalpen, the international aid 
agency of the Church of Sweden and its National Gommittee for the Lutheran 
World Federation. 


* * * 


The Japan Lutheran Theological College in Tokyo, which two years ago met 

16 requests for admission forme, has received 73 so far this year for its 
next academic session which begins in April. As recently as four years ago, 
the college gave entrance examinations to only three applicants. Since 
1950, when 14 new students were admitted, the yearly average has been less 
than nine. Two groups of factors apparently have converged to produce the - 
skyrocketing of inquiries. One relates to a national phenomenon: the current 
sharp rise in the volume of Japanese high school graduates seeking entry to 
colleges and universities. The other relates to a local development: the 
fact that the Ministry of Education last year granted recognition to the 
Lutheran seminary as a degree-conferring college. 


* * * 


Joint Roman Catholic-Jewish efforts on the seminary level in dealing with 
social questions ef common concern and in fostering study, research, and 
closer communication were endorsed by 150 participants at a two-day institute 
on Judaism at St. Mary's (Roman Catholic) College, St. Mary's, Kansas, (USA). 


* * * 


A church whose membership represents Methodist, the established (Lutheran) 
church, and five other denominations, has been started'at Bollmora, a suburb 
of Stockholm. Established under leadership of The Methodist Church, the 

new cohgregation is described as "an experiment in ecumenical Christianity..." 
The congregation hopes to build its own church in three or four years. 


% % x 


The Near Hast Council of Christians has named the Rev. Albert Istiro, of the UAR 
as its executive secretary. A member of the Coptic Evangelical Church, he 

is at present working with the Bible Society of Cairo. The appointment is 
effective in mid-1965. His offices will be in Beirut, Lebanon. Mr. Istiro 
succeeds the Rev. J. Le Anderson, an American, who has been serving as acting 
executive secretary. 


* * * 


Jordanese government officials attended the recent opening in Amman of a 
photographic exhibit portraying the work of the Near East Council of Churches 
for Palestine Arab refugees. Mr. Kamel Mohieddin, Minister of Social Affairs, 
made a contribution of Jordan Dinars ($140) to the Council as a token of the 
appreciation of his government for the Council's work. The exhibit titled 
"Doorway to the Future" was prepared by Mr. Dareus Conover, former staff 
member of the Information Department of the World Council of Churches. ‘The 
exhibit will also be displayed in Beirut, the Gaza Strip, and Cairo. 


* * * 
Hight Protestant and Roman Catholic churche in downtown Canton, O. (USA) 


are cooperating as stock-holding board members of Heritage Housing, Inc., a 
new group formed to build a 100-unit home for the aged in the inner city. 


EPS, Geneva | 
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SOUTH VIETNAM 


ek be beg o Es ba) 


A statement on certain lines of action 
emus 
the Chairman and Director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs - 
oir Kenneth Grubb and 0, Frederick Nolde 


In the complex and explosive situation of Vietnam today, 
where precise information is not at hand, caution must characterize 
both appraisal and public utterance, As officers of the 0.C.1.A., we 
have been in touch with a number of our regional and national commissions 
of the churches on international affairs, particularly those of the Rast 
Asia Christian Conference and of the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the United States, and thereafter have issued an Interim Report 
on South Vietnam, In speaking now more specifically, we do not seek to 
pronounce judgement but rather to voice the deep concern of millions of 
Christians in the World Council of Churches; to identify ourselves with 
the tragic lot of the people of Vietnam; and to suggest certain lines of 
action which we believe merit consideration. 


The effort to solve the problem of South Vietnam by 
military measures to offset acts of calculatéd infiltration or subversion 
is bound to prove futile. While conceivably results of a temporizing 
nature may thus be achieved and the stage set for negotiations, the risk 
of escalation is an ever-present danger, and critical world public opinion 
especially among the peoples of Asia will inevitably increase in depth 
and volume. 


Our Commission has over the years held that justice will 
be more fully served and world order under law better advanced by 
processes of peaceful change and peaceful settlement, We believe we 
reflect a widely held conviction in calling upon all parties foreign to 
South Vietnam to exercise the utmost restraint by ceasing on the one hand 
acts of infiltration and subversion and on the other consequent military 
measures which may result in enlarged conflict, This is a first 
requirement, and if it is not met negotiation for a solution will become 
increasingly difficult if not impossible, 


The United Nations Secretary-General has said that means 
must be found urgently, within or outside the United Nations, of shifting 
the quest for a solution away from the field ‘of battle to the conference 
table, We are convinced that this can be done and that it can be done — 
honourably, but only if false pride in face-saving is abandoned and there 
appears a.readiness to take necessary risks without guarantees of success 
in advance, The shift from the battle-field to the conference table will 
not be facilitated if the United States awaits a clear signal from North 
Vietnam, or if North Vietnam awaits the withdrawal of United States forces 
from active participation, A new attitude of cautious venturesomeness is 
needed if catastrophe is to be averted, 


Various / 
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Various suggestions have been made as to how the parties 
concerned could be brought to the conference table and all should be 
looked into carefully. They include recourse to the United Nations, 
recognizing the disadvantage that the Peoples Republic of China has not 
been seated; response to initiatives of the United Nations Secretary- 
General; utilisation in some form of the 14-Power Conference, realising 
that the commitments made.in 1954 have not been sufficiently honoured 
and that the machinery there set up has proved ineffective; the use of 
ad_ hoc representation by great powers - notably the U.S.S.R., the United 
Kingdom, and France - in whom the interested powers may have sufficient 
confidence, We see in addition to these yet another possibility which 
should be adequately explored, While the whole world is concermed with 
the problem of South Vietnam, governments in the area who are not 
involved in the conflict are nevertheless most immediately and vitally 
involved in the total situation. Their good offices might serve to bring 
into negotiation the parties in conflict or responsible for the conflict, 


The objective which we believe should be sought by all 
is a situation where the people of South Vietnam are permitted to seek” 
what seems to them to be the best solution for their problem, and one which 
satisfies the demands of peace and security in South Hast Asia. The 
expressed will of the people of South. Vietnam or the decision ofa 
government freely chosen by them - taking into due account the common 
concern of all peoples - is the essential justification for the presence 
of foreign forces on their territory., We know how difficult it will be- 
to ensure that.all foreign intervention based on force or the threat of 
force shall be removed and that the people be given an opportunity to 
express their desires. It may be that here again governments in the 
area who have much at stake could provide the manpower for observation 
and direction on the scene whereas other governments proceeding through 
impartial channels could contribute to the financial costs, 


We cannot overlook two factors of long-standing concern : 
which play adversely into the present situation in Vietnam, In the 
first place the inability of the United Nations to deal with the problem 
as it should is in no small measure attributable to the absence of the 
Peoples Republic of China from its deliberations and decisions, The 
continued artificial isolation of some 700 million people is a dangerous 
situation and may well aggravate the intransigence of the government in 
effective power - an intransigenoo . which has thus far made peaceful 
solutions in the area difficult or impossible. In the second place, 
peace will be endangered or only precariously maintained so long as one 
side supports wars of liberation and the other side provides military 
support for the defence of freedom, A frontal approach to these two 
problems may well at this time result in failure, However, ingenuity ° 
motivated by goodwill should be able to create a situation in which there 
emerges 2 coincidence of interests and it becomes possible to over-ride 
hostile attitudes and conflicting ideologies. 


In this hts world, Christians as well as all men 
of good will can find their obligation and opportunity inthe struggle to 
convert evil into good and to make what is potentially destructive 
redound to the benefit of mankind, We pray Almighty God who rules and 
over-rules our tangled history that such may be the course of events in 
south Vietnam. 


Geneva, 10 March 1965 
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500 USA CHURCHMEN IN 
SELMA RIGHTS MARCH 


(New York) - Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, president of the National Council 
of Churches, said here the immediate response of more than 500 clergy and 
laity to Dr. Martin Luther King's plea that U.S. "religious leaders" join 
him in the second march for Negro voters! rights in Selma, Alabama, last 
week stands as a stirring tribute to the deep concern for the rights of 
mankind of all the nation's religious bodies, 


Referring to the first abortive uarch, in which some 80 persons were 
injured, Bishop Mueller said the response to the appeal was clear proof 
that the nation's conscience had been awakened by the "naked police 
brutality" which characterized it. 


The NCC "rejoices" that so many clergy of all traditions answered Dr. 
King's appeal, he said. 


The second march, in which the 500 clergy and laity - both Negro and white - 

of Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox churches, as well as Jewish © 

leaders, joined 1,000. Selma Negros, also failed its goal. The marchers were 
‘halted by state troopers outside the city limits where they knelt and 

prayed before dispersing without incident. Reports said the peaceful 

confrontation between the trocpers and the marchers had been worked out in 

advance with representatives of the federal government as mediators, 


But the day of the second march was not concluded without violence. That 
night Selma whites brutally attacked three white ministers who had taken 
part in the march. One of them, the Rev. James J. Reeb, 38, of Boston, a 
Unitarian minister, died from the injuries two days later, Four white men 
have been arrested and charged with murder. 
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The outpouring of sympathy for his widow and four young children from all 
over the nation has resulted in the establishment of a Family Aid Fund to 
benefit not only the Reebs, but other families - both Negro and white - who 
have suffered hardships as the result of a family members participation in 
the voter registration drives. The fund will be administered jointly by 
the Unitarian Universalist Association, the American Friends Service 
Committee, for which Mr. Reeb worked, and Dr. King's Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference. ) 


Meanwhile in other parts of the country churchmen joined the growing chorus 
of demands that federal power be used to support the Selma right-to-vote 
drive. ee 


In Washington the petitions were dramatized when more than 5,000 clergymen 
from all over the nation converged upon the sapitol in response to an 
emergency appeal ‘by the National Council's Commission on Religion and Race, 
Their demand was later put before President Johnson by two delegations of 
Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish clergymen. Throughout the nation ° 
churchmen also were conspicuous in their leadership of sympathy marches and 
mass meetings and religious leaders of all traditions spoke out in 

growing numbers to condemn the Sclma tragedy and urge the guarantee of 

Pesr ever Ships. iD Or Net Gale taae not only in Ra Kane but in every part of the 
nation. " seal ji lpm cig EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH LEADERS URGE NO 
NUCLEAR ARMS FOR GERMANY 


(Berlin) - Two leading German churchmen - one from the East and one from 
the West - have expressed the opinion that wilted! ought never to possess 
nuclear weapons. 


Bishop D. Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher, chairman of the conference of 
Evangelical Church leaders in the DDR, affirmed that "no matter what 
politicians may think necessary for our deferce, Germany should not have 
nuclear armaments’. 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of: the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKID), supported the view noting that "today, ».. even conven- 
tional weapons lead to the mass destruction of the innocent". 


Dr. Scharf made his comment in the course of a radio programme during which 
he made public excerpts from an exchange of letters he had had with Bishop - 
Krummacher in recent months. 


He quoted Bishop Krummacher as writing: "The grave problem which has 
filled the world with unceasing dread since the horrible hour of Hiroshima, 
the question of the total abolition of nuclear weapons can indeed only be 
considered properly on an international basis. But it has another 

special import for us as Christians in this German nation which has brought 
such immense evil upon other nations. Germany's renunciation of nuclear 
arms is imperative.” | 


Dr. Scharf said both he and his East German colleague also were in agree- 
ment that the bonn Government should grant diplomatic recognition to 
Israel as it was "not merely a matter of politics, but a question of . 
conscience for the German people". . EPS, Geneva 
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ENGLISH PRESBYTERIANS, CONGREGATIONALISTS 
ANNOUNCE UNION PROPOSALS 


(London) ~ Representatives of English Congregational Churches and the 
Presbyterian Church of England have announced a union proposal for their 
two churches based on the "presbyterian" model for administrative purposes. 


The plan calls for the 2,500 Congregational churches and the 400 Presby- 
terian churches to be grouped in "presbyteries" or "districts" of 25 to 30 
churches. Provincial synods would include up to 250 churches. A 
general assembly would be the governing body. : 


The plan is scheduled to come before the assemblies of the two churches 2uhe 
May and then forwarded to local congregations for their consideration. 
-EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES AID 
OVERSEAS VOLUNTEERS 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council of Churches has announced the granting 
of £3000 ($6709) to the Overseas Service Bureau to assist Australians to 
serve for a year or more in developing nations. 


The Council's general secretary, the Rev. Harvey L. Perkins, said that the 
grant, from Inter-Church Aid, included £1000 towards the general expenses 

of the Bureau. A further £2000 was to help with the training and travel 

expenses of at least nine of the 27 young Australians participating in the 
Bureau's 1965 Australian Volunteers Abroad programme. 


Those helped by Inter-Church Aid will serve in et tea Papua-New Guinea, 
and the Pacific for.one and two-year terms. 


Australian Inter-Church Aid also has announced that it has sent £1050 to 
the Methodist Church in Suva to be used in the relief of hardships caused 
by the recent hurricane in the Pacific. 


The money will help repair church buildings and homes and damage at Navuso 
Agricultural College where 250 students are being trained in farm manage- 
ment. Estimates of damage to the college, including loss of cattle, food 


crops, and poultry, exceed £6000. Methodist Overseas Missions in Australia 
has also launched a special appeal to Methodist churches to assist in the 


emergency. ; EPS, Geneva 


JAMAICAN PRESBYTERIANS, CONGREGATIONALISTS 
WILL UNITE IN ONE CHURCH IN 1966 


(Kingston) - The governing bodies of both the Presbyterian Church of 
Jamaica and the Congregational Union of Jamaica have approved plans to 
unite their churches, some time in 1966. 


The two churches have appointed a joint committee to work out details of 
the union, The new body will be called the "United Church of Jamaica". 
EPS, Geneva 
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MARXIST-CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE 
URGED BY CZECH JOURNAL 


(Prague) - A Czechoslovak literary weekly published here told its readers 
that a dialogue between Marxism and the Roman Catholic Church was "not 
only possible, but historically even necessary". © . 


Literarni Noviny, organ of the Writers' Union, said that the development 
of communism must not necessarily result in a removal of religion. 


However, it stressed that "scientific atheism" should present "only perfect 
evidence", because "simplified scientific arguments will not do". 


several other Czech journals have made similar comments recently. An 
article in The Cultural Life dealing with the Second Vatican Council said 
that "for the progressive forces in the world the study of these contro- 
versies (between Vatican Council 'liberals' and ‘conservatives') is not 
only interesting, but educational and beneficial as well". It added: 


"Marxists strictly adhering to the concepts of a Marxism-Leninism are able 
to decide on a suitable manner of dialogue between themselves and the 
etiuxehs On the part of the revolutionary workers! movement, this dia- 
logue, if honourably conducted on the part of the church, willbe of 
interest because joint action in the effort to prevent war, to abolish 
hunger, to bring: about social justice, etc. could be beneficial to all 
mankind,.'! . EPS, Geneva 


INDONESIAN CHURCH GROUP 
ARRIVES IN AUSTRALIA 


(Sydney) - A delegation of 23 Protestants and Roman Catholics from Indonesia 
arrived here for a four-week goodwill visit to Australia as guests of the 
Australian Council of Churches and the Catholic Pontifical Mission Ai 
Society. . 


A spokesman for the Council of Churches said the aim of the visit was "to 
provide at this time of tension between Indonesia and Australia some 
opportunity for ordinary Indonesians and Australians to meet and develop 
understanding of the different situations our two countries face". 


Leader of the delegation was T.B. Simatupang, a co-chairman: of the Indo- 


nesian Council of Churches. Other members of the delegation included, 
besides clergymen, professional men, businessmen and women, a government 
economist, and a newspaperman. EPS, Geneva 


PHILIPPINE CHURCHES OPEN NEW 
RADIO STATIONS 


(Manila) - Two new radio stations ~ DZCH and DZCH-FM ~ have: been officially 
inaugurated here under auspices of the recently formed National Council of | 
Churches of the Philippines. | : | 


The inauguration also marked the beginning of the NCC's Broadcasting Net- 
work consisting of the two new additions and three stations located in 
Dumaguete City. 


In the past 15 years the churches! broadcasting work in the Philippines has 
grown from the beginning of DYSR, in Dumaguete City, which had only a few 
staff members and‘a three-hour daily schedule, to an operation which today 
employs some 30 staff and has a 16-hour daily schedule. EPS, Geneva 
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U.S». SUPREME COURT RULING 
ON CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


(Washington, D.C.) - The US Supreme Court ruled that any person whose 
beliefs cause him to oppose war can qualify as a conscientious objector. 
The ruling put aside a law which limited qualification to those who pro- 
fess belief in "a Supreme Being". 


The decision interpreted the language of the Universal Military Training 
Act to embrace all those who opposed military service because their 
beliefs require it, irrespective of any "orthodox" convictions, including 
any type of belief in God. 


A 1948 amendment to the Act had required that conscientious objection must 
derive from "belief in a Supreme Being". 


Justice Tom C. Clark in handing down the decision quoted an opinion from 
Protestant theologian Dr. Paul Tillich: "If the term 'God' has not much 
meaning for you, translate it, and speak of your life ... of your ultimate 
concern of what you take Oye halt without reservation," 


A statement issued by 12 Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders 


applauded the decision, but declared that "the ultimate solution" to 
the problem of conscientious objection "lies in an early end to peacetime 
military conscription". EPS, Geneva 


MORE LIBERAL DIRECTIVES FOR 
NEW ZEALAND ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(London) - The Roman Catholic hierarchy of New Zealand has announced new 
directives giving more freedom to the nation's Roman Catholics, the 
Catholic Herald published here announced. 


The Herald said the new directives, announced in a joint pastoral letter, 
would allow Roman Catholics to participate in private prayer with non- 
Catholics and permit Catholic students to attend school assembly prayers 
led by a teacher or non-Catholic minister, as long as the prayers used are 
common to all or otherwise approved; permit prayer in common at gatherings 
which are not official services of a denomination; permit Catholics to 
attend religious services of non-Catholics and participate, for instance, 
in a wedding as best man or bridesmaid; and permit attendance as an 
official representative of a Catholic church or agency at such ceremonies 
as the funeral of a statesman. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. CATHOLIC HIERARCHY. SETS UP 
INTER-CHURCH RELATIONS GOMMITTER 


(Washington, DoS - The Roman Catholic Bishops! Committee on Ecumenism in 
the USA has set up several sub-committees to foster dialogue with other 
Christian churches and agencies. 


Sub-committees will deal with relations with Episcopalians, Presbyterians, 
Lutheraris, and the Orthodox and with the National Council of Churches and 
the US Office of the World Council of Churches. A sixth will deal with 

Catholic-Jewish relations. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 
PROPOSED BY E. GERMAN CHURCH 


(Brandenburg/Havel) - The traditional ceremony of confirmation of young 
Christians in East Berlin /Brandenburg will no longer be a few months study, 
but will involve a séries.of related activities, before and after, ranging 
over a period of several years, if proposals advanced by the Bast Berlin ~ 
section of the Evangelical Church of Berlin- Brandenburg are adopted. 


The, recommendations, designed "to introduce and initiate into Christian 

servece the Christian come-of age" call for a concentrated programme of 

study and church activities starting at age 12 and continuing until the | 
late teens. 


The proposals are seen by observers as having been motivated, in part, by 
the stepped-up pressure on youth to aaa aac) in government sponsured 
"dedication ceremonies". 


The plan calls for an initial two year course of instruction by the pastor 
followed by presentation of the candidates. to the congregation at a service 
to be held during Len’ or after Whitsunday. Following this would come 
active participation nu the youth work of the church and four weeks 
additional study specifically about confirmation and communion to be 
climaxed by the act of confirmation and the first reception of the 
sacrament. at a service not to be held before Advent. 


Following this the youth would be required to participate in a continued 
study course over the next two years to train them in the fundamentals of: 
church leadership, including the responsibilities. of being a godparent. 
At the conclusion of this period they would again be presented to the 
full congregation and "commended to the congregation's prayers". 

Following this they would be appointed members of a "euild of service" 

- @ membership which, among other priviledges, would entitle them to be* 
godparents. 


The proposal will be ‘studied yy a special committee and no-final action 
is expected before the next synod meeting next years EPS, Geneva’ 


CANADIAN ACCEPTS WCC POST 
IN.NEW YORK OFFICES 


(New York) - Dr. T. E. Floyd Honey, a United Church of Canada missions 
executive, has been named to the newly-created post of secretary for Mission 
and Service for the New York Office of the World Council of Pipshanhsipah ee The 
appointment is effective July l. 


itiong his duties Dr. Heney will carry resvonsibility in ‘the New York Office 
on behalf of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service and the Division of World. Mission and OE ak ara 


Dr. Honey, who most recently was secretary of the:Board of World ashen aed 
of the United Church of Christ, was a missionary to West China from 1946-52, 
from 1953 until 1960 he was associate secretary of his.denomination's 
overseas mission board when he assumed his, present post. From 1942-46 he 
was a pastor in Baltimore, Ontario, EPS, Geneva 
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Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian 

Unity, will make an official visit to the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
Constantinople, April 2-5. He will be accompanied by Msgr. Jan Willebrands, 
secretary, and other officials of the Unity Secretariat. 


* % * 


The 25,000 number of the Paris Roman Catholic daily La Croix was 
published last week. Founded in 1883, the paper has 112,000 daily 
circulation. The event was marked by congratulatory messages from church 
leaders of all traditions who praised its objectivity and the quality of 
its coverage. 


* * * 


Dr. Kurt-Scharf, president of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKID) was received last week in Rome by Cardinal Bea, head of 

the Vatican Secretariat for Cyristian Unity. The two church leaders had 

a 50-minute conversation during which they reportedly discussed the 

Vatican Gouncil, the inter-confessional situation in Germany, and relations 
between the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church. 


* * * 


An unofficial study group has been formed in Uppsala, Sweden, to 
investigate the possibilities of rapprochment between the Swedish Mission 
Covenant Church and the Church of Sweden (Lutheran). Set up as the result 
of a private initiative, the group will make its findings available to 
leaders of the respective churches. The Mission Covenant Church has the 
strongest Lutheran background of any of Sweden's Free Churches. . 


* * *% 


Responses to a questiomnaire issued by the Norwegian Nonconformist Council 
indicate there is no clear unanimity on the question of forming a Free 
Church Council in the country. Discussions, however, will be continued 
between the Nonconformist Council and the Evangelical Churches! Joint 
Council. 


* * * 


The Ecumenical Commission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh 

and the Pittsburgh Area Council of Churches (USA) will co-sponsor on 

March 28 a programme designed to acquaint Catholics with Presbyterianism. 
The programme will be the first in a series to promote Catholic understand- 
ing of the history, creed, and worship of various Protestant churches. 


* 29 * 


Czech authorities have approved celebrations in connection with the 550th 
anniversary on July 6th of the burning of John Hus at the stake pthc wl ©. ig es 
Plans have been made for the erection of a monument to his memory, and 
restoration of Hus's former residence, the rector's house at the old 
Bethlehem Chapel in Prague. Various documents, related to his life and 
work also will be published. 


in 


* * * 


English Anglicans, Free Churchmen, and Roman Catholics - both clergy and 
laity - will join in a seven-mile pilgrimage from Hemel Hempstead to the 
shrine of St. Alban's Cathedral, on April 10. St. Alban, who was stoned 
to death about 405 AD, is remembered as England's first martyr. 


* * * 


& 
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Partiyan Zhivot, an official Bulgarian publication, reports 4,690 persons 
were enrolled in study groups dealing with atheistic subjects during a 
recent 12-month period. It said there was increasing interest in such 
classes, partially as a result of a mobile exhibition which has toured 
the country. wee 


* * * 


Dr. Abraham J. Heschel, noted scholar, theologian, and author, is the 
first rabbi to be named Harry Emerson Fosdick Visiting Professor at Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, since the chair was established in 1953. 
The announcement of his 1 ee airy for the 1965-66 academic eaee was made 
by Dr. John C. Bennett, Seminary president. 


% * * 


The Lutheran Church in America is preparing a booklet for study in the 
congregations asking them to consider the elimination from church life of 
"commercialism" that "creates a false image". Congregations and church- 
related agencies will be asked to scrutinize such money-making projects as 
card parties, bazaars, games of chance, dinners, and sales of products, 
The booklet is being prepared in response to a request of the church's 
Commission on Stewardship calling upon the church "to move toward the 
development of other means of publicity and interpretation so poe y commer-:- 
cial activities can be abandoned as rapidly as possible", 


re ge) 


Pope Paul VI is planning to restore to a famous Greek Orthodox monastery 
near Jerusalem the relics of St. Sabbas, who founded it in the 6th century. 
The relics of the saint, who is revered in both the Roman Catholic and — 
Orthodox Churches, will be escorted from Rome by a Cardinal Legate. St. 
Sabbas died at the monastery - known as Mar Saba and located in the 
mountainous desert of Judea - in 532, but his remains were later removed 
to Venice and then to Rome to avoid desecration at the hands of marauders. 


* * A 


Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish women's organizations in Minneapolis, 
Minn. , (USA), are organizing an interreligious, inter-racial agency to help 
Minnesota girls who drop out of school and to teach them job skills. The 
three groups - United Church Women, the National Council of Catholic Women, 
and the National Council of Jewish Women - are sponsoring a Women in 
Community Service, Inc., programme in cooperation with the National Council 
of Negro Women. 


* ¥* * 


Funeral services for Mrs. Frank Northam, wife of the director of Finance 
and Administration of the World Council of Churches, were held today 
(March 18) from the American Church, Geneva. Mrs. Northam died suddenly 
of a stroke Saturday, March 13. She is survived by Mr. Northam and three 
Sisters. 


%* * * 
A Chair of Patristics has been created for the first time in Switzerland, 


at-the Faculty of Theology of Neuchatel, thanks to the support of the 
National Fund for Scientific Research. . - EPS, Geneva 
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WCC, ROMAN CATHOLICS PLAN 
TWO INFORMAL MEETINGS 


(Geneva) = The World Council of Churches has announced plans for two informal 
private consultations with Roman Catholic experts in social and missionary 
questions within the next few weeks, 


The first, scheduled March 28-31 in Geneva, will be a consultation on church 
and society. Agenda topics will include the study of theological issues 
involved in defining Christian responsibility for society, and a review of 
current WCC and Roman Catholic thinking in the field. Plans for this con- 
sultation, which will have a total membership of 25 participants, have been 
made by the WCC's Department on Church and Society, with the cooperation of 
the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity. 


The sécond consultation, scheduled for April 5-10 near Lausanne, will pro- 
vide an opportunity for an exchange of views regarding the theoretical and 
practical issues which face the churches in their world-wide mission. It 
has been arranged by the WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism with 
the cooperation of the Vatican Secretariat, and will have 16 participants. 


Plans for both meetings were made prior:to the announcement on February 18 
that the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church would act officially to set up a 
jgoint "working group" to advise both bodies regarding future possibilities 
for dialogue and collaboration. EPS, Geneva - 


U.S, CHURCHES BACK 
VOTING RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 


(New York) - Reports and ‘official church statements make it clear that the 
churches of the USA are solidly behind the voting rights apy ats now centred 
on events in Alabama. 


An official statement issued here on March 21 by the National Council of 
Churches! Commission on Religion and Race says that "the spirit of Selma" 
will endure only if churchmen across the United States continue to press for 
both federal and local een in support of civil rights, in the North as 
well as in the South. 


While expressing gratitude for the widespread response made by churchmen to 
the Alabama crisis, the statement described Selma as "only a skirmish in a 
larger struggle going on in the streets of our cities and’ in- our suburban 
backyards against the degradation of any man in our society". The state- 
ment called for "the swift passage of the strongest possible voting legisla- 
tion" and "federal procedures guaranteeing all citizens the ia red to 
exercise their constitutional rights". 


The statement was signed by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the - 
United Presbyterian Church and chairman of the Commission, and by two vice- 
chairmen, Bishop B. Julian Smith, and Bishop Richard C. Raines, both of the 
Methodist Church. 


Opposition from Methodist leaders in Alabama to the participation of clergy 
and others from outside the state in the demonstrations has been expressed 

in a recent statement issued by Bishop Kenneth Goodson of Birmingham and 
district superintendents of the Methodist Church in Alabama. They regretted 
this intervention by outside clergy "whose concerns we do not impugn but 
whose strategy we seriously question, as we feel that many ameliorating 
efforts of native churchmen, both lay and BENE hs will be greatly handi- 

one a by this tactic". 
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Methodist Bishop John Wesley Lord, of Washington, D.C., in particular has 
been criticized for his participation, along with other clergy of all denomi- 
nations, but his action has been defended by Methodist leaders in other 


_ states. 


The Roman Catholic Archbishop of San Antonio described the demonstrations in 
Selma by members of Roman Catholic religious orders as "a magnificent adven- 
ture in brotherhood", in the spirit of Pope John's encyclical Pacem in 
Terris. EPS, Geneva 


POPE'S STATEMENT ON 
MIXED MARRIAGES DELAYED 


(Rome) - The motu proprio on mixed marriages, which the Pope was expected to 
issue earlier this month, has been delayed, according to the Rome corres- 
pondent of The Guardian, on the advice of "certain English-speaking prelates 
who believe that this is not the moment for another dramatic change in the 
Roman Catholic Church". 


The Guardian report says that the Pope was informed by these prelates that 
the introduction of the vernacular mass would cause dismay and dissension 
among Catholics in other countries. When the objectors learned that it was 
planned to issue the motu_proprio on mixed marriages on March Tinney ey cies 
when the vernacular was to be used for the first vane in Italy, they urged 
the Pope to postpone his announcement. 


The Guardian's Rome correspondent saw in the reaction of these prelates an 
encouraging indication of the probable content. of the statement on mixed 
marriages. BPS, Geneva 


SPANISH GOVERNMENT GRANTS LEGAL STATUS 
TO MADRID JEWISH COMMUNITY 


(Madrid) ~ The Spanish government has granted legal status to the ioe 
community here. This is the first such recognition of a Jewish community 
in Spain since the expulsion of the Jews from the country in 12. Jews 
began returning to Spain at the end of the 19th century and have enjoyed 
citizen rights but no legal recognition as a community wishing to foster 
and practise its religion. 


The recognition of the Madrid Jewish community follows a meeting in January 
between General Franco and leaders of the Madrid and Barcelona Jewish 
communities, a meeting which it is believed was a response to the Vatican 
Council's initiative for better relations with Jewry. The Madrid community 
has. 250 members. . 


No explanation is given as to why the same recognition has not been accorded 
to the 2,500-strong Jewish community of Barcelona, though observers have 
ctereat he either tactics or simply bureaucracy as possible explanations. 

It seems likely, according to the same observers, that recognition will 
eventually be extended to the Barcelona community and to the tiny communi- 
ties scattered over other Spanish towns. EPS, Geneva 


No. 10 ~ 25th March, 1965 aye 4 


ROMAN CATHOLIC POSITION ON CONTRACEPTION 
CONTINUES TO BE CHALLENGED IN BRITAIN 


(Lendon) - Despite the official plea for a moratorium on public discussion 
of the Roman Catholic Church's position on contraception, the debate has 
continued in Britain and elsewhere, and arouses keen public interest. 


_ Criticism of the British representation on the Papal Commission on Family 
Planning has been made by two leading Roman Catholic medical consultants in 
London. They complained that the single British representative on the 
Commission was not representative of British Catholic medical opinion ° ‘and - 
also took exception to the secrecy surrounding appointments to the Com- 
mission as being repugnant to the whole tradition of the medical profession. 


The two critics, Sir Francis Walshe, a neurologist of University College . 

_ Hospital, London, and Dr...John Ryan, a London gynaecologist, have both 
declared their support of the general tenor of a report issued last week by 
a Roman Catholic group in Liverpool, which argued that there was a radical 
inconsistency in the present Roman Catholic position on birth control, and 
that the use of contraceptives in marriage should be permitted by the church. 


The report, a 7000-word document, has been sent to the Papal Commission. 
It speaks of "a serious crisis for the church", gathering strength daily, 
one which cannot be settled by the efforts of theologians on traditional 
lines. It called rather for a radical solution which, "permitting what 
the church once condemned", would in fact represent "a much more real con- 
tinuity with the church's tradition" because involving a "fuller under- 
standing of the reason why it was condemned", 


A leading British Roman Catholic weekly, The Tablet, has published a review 
of the paperback Contraception and Holiness, a Symposium by Roman Catholic 
authors on the theme of the current controversy. The reviewer, Father 
Lionel Keane, says his purpose in the review was "to destroy the present 
position, the hard core of which is that nature requires sex to be used 
procreatively". Once this centre had been dissolved, other distinctions 
becaMe unnecessary. "Tt would then be irrelevant to distinguish between 
mechanical or chemical barriers to conception, and the temporal Shoatnged e's 
created by the use of the safe period." 


A spokesman for Cardinal Heenan, Archbishop of Westminster, has pasa thee 
Father Keane's article is not to be regarded as authoritative. bial s 
"ee EPS, Geneva 


U.S. LUTHERAN-ROMAN CATHOLIC THROLOGICAL 
TALKS TO START IN. JULY 


* (Baltimore) - High level theological talks are to begin in July between 
Lutheran and Roman Catholic theologians. The talks will mark the first 

' formal conversations ever held by the two communions in the USA. Plans for 
the talks were made here .on March 16 by representatives of the National 
Lutheran Council and a sub-commission of the Roman Catholic Ba ARO WEE Com— 
mission for Ecumenical. Affairs. Peon ‘ 


Names of the seven participants from each group will, it is hoped, be an- 
nounced ‘by mid-April. The first meeting will examine "the status of the 
Nicene Creed as dogma of the Church". Subsequent talks will examine a wide 
range of theological questions of particular interest to Lutherans and Roman 
Catholics, The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has been invited to partici- 
pate in the talks on the same basis as that on which it has participated in 
the Lutheran-Reformed conversations of the last three sf agree EPS, Geneva 4 
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LEADING US PROTESTANT JOURNAL 
QUESTIONS VIETNAM POLICY 


(New York) - In a recent editorial entitled, "Where are we Headed in 
Vietnam?", the Protestant journal, Christianity and Crisis, raises a 

number of questions about the official US Vietnam policy. 

tare the so-called ‘hawks’ in the Government taxing over in.an atmosphere 

of growing belligerence? .«..- Are those in charge of policy coming to 
assimilate this conflict in South Vietnam to conflicts of a familiar sort 

in which all that it takes to win is more resolute use of force? If they 

do this they are terribly wrong. Do they not know that the Vietcong represents 
an indigenous revolution in South Vietnan, and that it is not wholly 

dependent on outside help either for arms or for its will to fight?" 


"Is there any reason to believe that our policy in striking northern bases 
will make the peasants of South Vietnam any more loyal to the Government 
in Saigon? We may well raise the question whether it is possible to use 
South Vietnam as a base from which non-communist Asia can resist communist 
power» This unhappy nation has little substance as a community, and it 
ghows no signs of being able to have a responsible goverrment." 


The editorial asks what advantage has been taken in recent months of the 
opportunities afforded by the North Vietnam's resistance to Chinese domination? 
How much probing has there been to see whether or not communism in North 
Vietnam can become more moderate and less of an instrument of Shinese 

communism than it is generally assumed to be? 


"What signals do we give the Chinese that we would not under some 
circumstances be ready to begin a war against China in order to destroy her > 
system?" 


"We must also ask", the editorial continues, "what kind of bombs are being 
used and who is being killed in North Vietnam? We hear about bases, but 
how near are we to destroying centres of population?" 


The editorial concludes with an appeal to the US Government to stop 
bombing North Vietnam and to use what advantage it has gained from its 
show of strength to negotiate a way out of our unilateral role in South 
Vietnam. EPS, Geneva 


US, BRETHREN CHURCH EXECUTIVE URGES 
THREE STEP PROGRAMME TO RESOLVE VIETNAM CRiSIS 


(Elgin, Illinois) - The 25-member General Brotherhood Board of the US Church 
of -the Brethren, meeting here on March 19, urged Federal government 
consideration of ‘2 three step programme aimed at resolving the Vietnam 
crisis: 1) to seek an immediate cease-fire and a negotiated settlement 
"which will achieve the independence, freedom, and self-determination of the. 
people of South Vietnam", 2) to accept and utilise the assistance of the 
United Nations in achieving these goals, and 3) to support the Mekong 

River basin project begun by Crnbodia, Laos, Thailand, and South Vietnam, 

and to continue economic and technical assistance. 


"Ultimately", the statement said, "we must resort to the conference table 
rather than to the battlefield for the solution of the problems of Vietnam". . 


The Mekong River basin project aims to develop the lower basin of the Mekong 
River for land and water schemes. 


The Board also urged the denomination's members to surport fully President 
L Johnson's legislative programme to assure voting rights to negro citizens, 
a . ) : BPS, Geneva 

‘< Lin ' id ] i A . ; 
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DRe RAMSEY CALLS FOR CRUSADE TO STRESS 
POSITIVE VALUES OF CHRISTIAN MORALITY 


(Brisbane) - Dr. Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking in 
Brisbane during his three-day visit to Queensland, Australia, called on the 
world's churshes to combine in a crusade to emphasise the positive values 
of Christian morality in a world of waning or lost values. 


On the problem of Christian unity, he said that unity was not a process 
which could be rushed, but require? clear understanding by all of what was 
being sought. "Ten years from now", he said, "I think the change of spirit 
and cooperation will have increased enormously, transforming the whole 
Situation as we know it today", 


At a press conference in Canberra, Dr. Ramsey expressed the view that the 

Roman Catholic Church would modify its total opposition to birth control. 

His own views were those of his church, namely, that it was legitimate 

for married people to use contraceptives, but it had to be emphasised that 
the procreation of children was one of the aims of marriage. . 


At Sydney, Dr. Ramsey recommended more interchanges between English and 
Australian clergy. ‘le thought it would be helpful to appoint Australians 
to bishoprics in England and for Australian clergy to serve in English 
parishes. Dr. Ramsey suggested that the name Anglican Church in Australia 
be substituted for the present name Church of England in Australia. 

7 EPS, Geneva 


EXPERIMENTAL COURSES FOR SENIOR AFRICAN 
PASTORS MAKE GOOD BEGINNING 


(Geneva) - An experiment by which 26 senior African pastors were sent for 
special training in the USA, Switzerland, and Britain, has been remarkably 
successful, it was reported here. 


Ten of these older men had worked in the USA and another 10, all French- 
speaking, had gone to Switzerland. They have now returned to Africa. 
Favourable reports have been received of the course for six pastors in 
Britain, whioh began later and is still in progress. 


The purpose of the experiment, undertaken by the WCC Scholarships Committee 

in consultation with National Councils of Churches, has been to help ministers 
aged between 30 and 50, who had not had the educational opportunities hee, 
available now to the younger African generation. These older men often 

feel at a disadvantage when faced. by highly trained young people and experts 
from abroad in their congregations. * , 


By working in parishes, by lectures and discussions at seminaries, and by 
attending conferences and. summer camps over a nine months! period, the aim 
has been to widen the outlook ani ecumenical experience of the older pastors 
and to introduce them to modern techniques of youth work, secial service, 
and pastoral care in schools, hospitals, prisons, orphanages, old peoples! 
homes, and similar institutions. 


Churches or their agencies. in Britain, Switzerland, and the USA, have 
underwritten the cost of the programme in their countries and the WCC 
Scholarships Committee has paid the ministers! travelling expenses. 

. EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN LUTHERAN CHURCH READY FOR 
TALKS WITH Roc. CHURCH ON "CONDITIONAL BAPTISM" 


(Hanover) -. The Bishops' Conference of the United Evangelical- Lutheran 
Church of Germany (VELKD) has declared its readiness to discuss Roman 
Catholic proposals on "conditional baptism". 


A communiqué “issued last week by the Lutheran Church Board in Hanover, 
following a meeting in. Berlin of the church's main committee, said that 
the practice of “conditional baptism" had often created diffioulties in 
relations between the two confessions but that it seemed "as if it.would 
be possible now to overcome these difficulties". 


"Conditional baptism" has been customarily administered to "converts" 
from Protestantism when it was regarded as uncertain if the convert was - 
ever baptised, or pee oBat ae isis Ubsbaiveulatal the Roman Catholic point of 
ViOWs, 65) 2x EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP NEWBIGIN TO HEAD 
SOUTH INDIA DIOCESE 


(Madras). - Bishop J oH. Sy ae tim Newbigin, an associate general secretary 

of the World Council of Churches and director of its Division of World 
Mission and Evengelism, has been eet Bishop of the Madras Diocese of the 
Neeecaens of: South India. 


He succeeds ets David Chellappa, who died here last August ate 
serving nine.years as bishop in Madras... Bishop Newbigin is BxPRg HR Lee 
arrive here from Geneva in October to assume his new post. 


Bishop Néewbigin has headed the WCC's Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism since the integration of the International Missionary Council 
(IMC) and the. World Council at the WCC's Third Assembly in November, 1961. 


An ordained minister of the Church of Scotland, Bishop Newbigin played a 
prominent part in the negotiations between Anglican, Methodist, 
Congregational, Reformed, Presbyterian, and other churches, which resulted in 
the .formation of the Chuveh rae RES Tokyo ove & aX Mees tty axa op aie OP APM f= et for 

several years:as Bishop of Madura and Ramnad in NY sede: churche. 


He “had been active in the World Council of Churches since its inception 
at Awsterdam in 1948, being a member of the Central Committee, and vice- 
chairman (until 1959) of the Commission on Faith and Order. The IMC 
Assembly meeting in Ghana at Christmas, 1957, nominated him chairman of 
the Council, a position he relinquished on taking office as general 
secretary in 1959. He received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from 
Chicago ‘Pheological ' Seminary in 1954, and from St. Andrew’ s University 
in 1958" rand Hamburg in 1960. 


Among his books are: The Household of Goa (1953); Is Christ Divided? (1961); 
A Faith for This One. World (1968), and Trinitarian Faith for Today's i 
Mission (1964). ; : EPS, Geneva 


“CORRECTION - 


“- EPS regrets that it: ee eu setea ys identified the Rev. Hector Steel in an 
"in brief" item in the No. 7 issue, dated March 4. Mr. Steel is moderator 
of Hamilton Presbytery, and not of the Church of Scotland. i 
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"ACTIVE PRO-EXISTENCE" URGED 
BY WCC GENERAL SECRETARY 


(Paris) - The future of mankind depends on whether it succeeds in solving 
the great ideological, economic and racial conflicts which divide the world, 
said Dr. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the WCC, speaking at Orgemont, 
near Paris, to an audience of pastors, intellectuals and business men, 


Passive coexistence is one of the ways of trying to solve these conflicts, 
said the speakers but "passive't coexistence does not touch the causes of 
conflict, it allows them to go on simmering below the surface until one day 
the explosion may be more violent than ever. , 


What Dr. Visser 't Hooft advocates is rather an "active pro-existence" in 
which everyone accepts his responsibilities, and all seek together for the 
solution. A very slight thaw has taken place in the relations between East 
and West, and a dialogue has begun between Christians and Communists, so 
that one can hope, he said, of an improvement in the conflict between the 
ideologies. 


On the other hand it will be more difficult, in Dr. Visser 't Hooftts 
opinion, to find a solution for the conflict between the rich nations and 
the poor ones, because although aid is indispensable, those who receive it 
often feel that it is an insult. 


Lastly, the racial conflict is at present causing dangerous tension in the 
USA and. in South Africa. The speaker therefore hoped that a more intensive 
dialogue will be engaged in everywhere. He stressed the important role 
which ecumenism can play in bringing about international rapprochement, and 
drew attention to the similarities between the latest Papal encyclicals and 
the views of the World Council of Churches. 


‘Finally, he expressed the hope that the conversations started in Geneva 
between Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian 
Unity, and the WCC will enable the churches to define a joint attitude 
_ expressing their concern for mankind. i 


M. Hubert Beuve-Méry, editor of the Paris daily, Le Monde, also presented 
his point of view on these questions. The two speakers had been invited 
by Pastor André Robert, director of the Protestant Research Centre at 

Villemétrie, near Paris. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The University College at Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, is to have one single 
chapel with 400 to 500 seats, and with two oratories attached to it for use 
by all Christians. One of the oratories will be reserved for Roman Catho- 
-lics.and the.other for Protestants. It will have a joint executive office 
consisting of four Catholics and four Protestants, which will deal with 
fund-raising, A mosque is also to be built in the grounds of the-college, 
thanks to gifts received from eminent Moslems. | | 

¥ * * 
The book for which there is the greatest demand in Norway is still-the Bible. 
Last year 95,000 copiés of the New Testament and 41,000 complete Bibles were 


sold. The Norwegian Bible Society also plays -an active part in sending 
Bibles to the developing countries. 


KK Ms 
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The 1965 report of the Church of England's Central Advisory Council for 
the Ministry, entitled "Men for the Ministry, 1965", states that the 
number of candidates recommended, or conditionally recommended, for 
training for the ministry of the Church of England was 656 in 1964, as 
against 737 in the previous year. Of last year's ordained deacons, only 
39% were university graduates. The report says that the present age is 
one of exceptional opportunity for the Church, yet the task of proclaiming 
the Gospel to the modern generation is probably more demanding than it 
ever has been. "An immense amount of rethinking still remains to be done 
as the Church continues her efforts to attune her voice to the spirit of 
the times." 


* * * 


Theological teachers from Protestant, Anglican and Roman Catholic churches 
in South Africa met recently in Rosettenville to constitute the Association 
of Southern African Theological Institutions, for mutual consultation and 
joint action. Thirteen theological institutions form the founder 
membership of the Association. A study course for theological teachers 
sponsored by the Association will take place early in 1966. 


* % % 


Dr. Olivier Béguin, Seneral Secretary of the United Bible Societies, has 
just concluded a three day visit to Hungary at the invitation of Bishop 
Dr. Tibor Bartha, president of the General Synod of the Reformed Church 

of Hungary. -Dr. Béguin met with other leaders of.the Reformed Church 

and was able to take up contacts with the Hungarian Bible Council which 
was reorganised in December 1963. Work on the new Mungarian Bible 
translation has been proceding under the auspices of the Council. The 
translation of the 01d Testament is nearing completion, and a special 
commission is at work on the final revision. The New Testament sommission 
is at present working on the synoptic Gospels. pi 


* * x 


Anglican Church leaders in Australia have urged the Prime Minister of 
Australia, Sir Robert Menzies, to take positive steps seeking an honourable 
and peaceful settlement of the fighting in Vietnam. Dr. George Appleton, 
Archbishop of Perth, and ten other Anglican bishops, in letters to the 
Prime Minister, have said that, just because Australia owed so much to its 
aliy,. the United States, the government was "morally bound to help that 
country, in the friendliest and most loyal spirit, to avoid a policy which 
can lead to an extension of hostilities .. We hope that our nation, living 
as we do in the Asian world, would join with the Pope, with U Thant, and 
the distinguished leaders of other Western nations, in bringing to a close~ 
a war that is costing so many lives and reducing the economy of Vietnam to 
chaos." 


* * * 


\ 


The "Mure Memorial Hospital" in Nagpur, a well-known hospital with 162 beds, 
has just celebrated the opening of a new Eye Department built with the 
support of the "Bread for the World" fund. The hospital was opened by 
Scottish medical missionaries in 1896 and now belongs to the United Chureh 
of North India, which has about half a million members and about 600 pastors, 
The hospital recoived 104,000 DM from "Brot far dic Wolt". 36,000 DM were 
allce-ted t*: building accommodation for nurses, and 68,000 Dif to building 
the new optical department. . 


* * * 
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Plans have been announced in London for a new fortnightly titled "The New 
Christian". To be designed in the style of political weeklies, it will 
provide comment, opinion, and background news. It will incorporate the. 
present monthly "Prism", published by Prism Publications Ltd. The first 
issue is scheduled for publication in the autumn. 7 


¥ % x : 


Burmese Bible Society officials report a total distribution of 153,180 
Scriptures during 1964 - almost double the figure for the preceding year. 
Most of the Scriptures and portions of Scripture were printed locally by 
the Society because of a government ban prohibiting the import of 
Materials from abroad. The salesman in the Society's Bible Van, which goes 
all over the country, reported "an extraordinary response from thepeople 
and a hunger for the Word of God". 

. “% % % nae 
Archbishop Casimiro Morcillo Gonzalez of Madrid has abolished all "class 
distinctions" in religious ceremonies ta&ing place in his archdiocese. 

He said there will be standard ceremonies and decorations for such services 
as weddings, baptisms, and funerals, no matter how much principals 

involved contribute to the church. Archbishop Morcillo urged the faithful 
to give according to their means and not be ostentatious - in demanding 
excessive ceremonies and decorations. 


% % % 


Moscow Radio recently introduced a series ae radio broadcasts in English 

to Southern Asia by describing Christian missionary activity as a remnant 
of colonial domination. The opening broadcast described the Church and the 
missionaries as a mask used by colonialists to retain their influence in 
the young States and to continue their colonial plunder. It was said that 
steps had been taken to swell the number of missionaries and that this 
strong, well-trained, well-equipped army, was being used as an instrument 
of neo-colonialisnm. 


% * * 


The 24 year old King Constantine has called for a more nedieun approach to 
its tasks by the Orthodox Church of Greece. He made the plea in an 
address given to 49 Bishops of the Orthodox Church at a recent heeting. 
The Holy Synod's reaction to the King's plan for reform was that it. 
contained "useful" suggestions. 


* a * 


Protestants in the Swiss cantons of Berne and the Crisons have approved py 
large majorities legislation which will permit the ordination of women in 
the Swiss Reformed Cyurch in those cantons. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic Bishop of Kingston, Jamaica, has called for support for. 
a family planning programme based on the "rhythm method". The first step 
in the programme has been the establishment of a "birth rez gulation" clinic 
at St. Joseph's Hospital (Roman Catholic). The clinic is seeking the 
services of a doctor from Johns Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore, USA,as 
‘director. The Bishop has also urged teachers in Roman Catholic schools 
and the Jamaica Catholic. ee Aasociation to lend their kd ae to 
the programme. ; 


~ 
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The 550th anniversary of the death of John Hus will be on the agenda of the 
Assembly of the Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland next June. 
The meetings will be attended by a delegation from the Protestant churches 
in Czechoslovakia. Participants in the Assembly will probably visit 
Constance, where John Hus was burnt on July Be ay. This anniversary 
will also be officially celebrated in Czechoslovakia. A memorial is to be 
erected at the castle of Hozi Hradek, not far from Prague, where the Czech 
reformer lived in exile after 1412. 


* * * 


A blind pastor of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) is to visit 
Korea at the end of March to study social work there and to take part in 
evangelism. The Rev. Yoshinaga Omura is secretary of the non-denoninational 
Japan Council on Christian Evangelism for the Blind, which sponsors the pro- 
duction of tape recordings and Braille publications, provides scholarships 
for blind students, and tries to develop friendly relations with Christians 
abroad. The Women's Department of the Council last year gent Braille boards 
to Korea. It is estimated that there are 220,000 blind persons in Japan, 

of whom about 4,000 are Christians. 


* ¥* * 


A new international headquarters of the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada was 
opened in Toronto, on March 20, consisting of general offices, printing plant, 
and bookstore. The new headquarters are the fifth in the A6-year history of 
the denomination. The denomination has grown from 48,000 in 1951 to 144,000 
diy 1961. It has 685 local churches and maintains five theological schools, 
including one for French-speaking Canadians. It has overseas work in 13 
territories, and five overseas theological training schools. 


* * * 


Alice Lenshina of the banned Lumpa religious sect and eight of her followers 
were ordered to be detained in gaol by a special tribunal in Lusaka, Zambiae 
The order followed an appeal made by Miss Lenshina and other Lumpa leaders 
against their detention since last August when they had surrendered to 
government forces. | 


* * * 


The latest in the series of theological consultations between Lutheran and 
Reformed theologians in North America, begun in 1962, was held in St. Louis, 
February 24-27, 1965, when papers were presented on "Creation and Redemption, 
Law and Gospel" and on "Justification and Sanctification, Liturgy and Ethics". 
Summaries of the discussions over the last three years were also considered, 
and it has been agreed to hold an evaluation session in February 1966 to 
examine the papers and summaries prepared over the last three years and to 
evaluate them in the light of the classical distinctions between the Lutheran 
and Reformed traditions. 


% * * 


Pope Paul VI has authorized the Patriarch of Venice, Cardinal Urbani, to 
return the reliquary with the head of Saint Titus (disciple of the Apostle 
Paul) to the Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Bughenios of Heraklion on the 
Island of Crete. The religuary was brought to Venice in 1669 by Heraklion, 
and since then has been kept in the Basilica of St. Mark there. 


* PG aa: 


The 16 missionaries of the Southern Baptists in South Vietnam have decided 
to continue their work there so long as their presence is "helpful to oun 
Vietnamese friends". The missionaries are located at Saigon, Nha Trang and 
Dalat, and chose to stay when USA dependents were ordered out of the country 
some time ago. — | EPS, Geneva 
oe F ‘ 
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WCC ASKS $200,000 FOR 
CHILE QUAKE AID 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has appealed to its member 
churches for $200,000 for relief and rehabilitation aid for survivors of 
the earthquake that devastated a wide area of central Chile on March 28. 


The appeal was issued by the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, - 
and World Service following receipt of a cable from the Ayuda Cristiana 
Evangelica (ACE), the social action arm of the Evangelical Council-of: 

Chile, an organization including about 80 per cent of the nation's Protestant 
churches. 


The ACE bupeestedl eid is required to the extent provided by WCC member 
churches following the May, 1960,Chilean earthquake disaster. Then WCC 
member churches contributed $200,000. 


The ACH.reported that its relief teams had. started work in the Bs 
heavily damaged areas: the night of the quake. 


A WCC gpokebman: said WCC funds will be used both for immediate emergency 
aid and to underwrite long-term programmes including: construction:of churches 
and social centres in. new. communities to be. built by the government to 

house the homeless. A large part of the quake-damaged section was slum 
area. 


One of the WCC's member churches, the Mision Iglesia Pentecostal 
(Pentecostal Mission Church)-has the greater part. of-its constituency in 
the stricken area. Membership in. this church is an, estimated 30,000 
persons. . BPS, Geneva 


GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER FOR JEWS 
AMENDED BY THE VATICAN 


(Vatican City) - A new text of the prayer. for. the. Jews said-at: Good Friday 
services has been rele 2ased, by the. Vatican Commission on the Sacred Liturgy. 


Distributed. by the Vatican printing. office,, along with other revisions of. 
the Holy Week ritual intended to conform to the spirit of the Constitution 
on the Liturgy approved by the Second Vatican Council, ‘the hew prayer no 
longer petitions "the. conversion of the Jews" but vas .prays.."for. the 
Jews"". It reads: 


"Let uss pray for the Jews, ree es Lord one God ieee to shows His face to 
them so that they, too, may recognize the Redeemer of all, Jesus Christ 
Our Lord. O Omnipotent and Eternal God, Who made Your promises to Abraham 
and his descendants,;,;hear with grace tha prayer of. Your Church «so that 


they who were, at one time Your Chosen. People may achieve the: fullness of | 
redemption." 


The ancient, liturgical text had read: "Oremus pro perfidiis Iudaeis" (Let 
us pray for the perfidious Jews). This was changed by Pope Pius XII to 
read "Let us pray for the unbélieving Jews.") Pope John VO, Am in turn, 


struck the word "unbelieving" from the text. _ 2 BPS, Geneva 
om ’ r 
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CARDINAL. BEA DISCUSSES 
RELATIONS WITH ORTHODOX CHURCHES 


(Rome) - Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Christian Unity, told a press conference here that the recent visit to 
Rome of two envoys of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to communicate the 
decisions of the Third Pan-Orthodox Conference to the Pope cannot lead to 
further developments between Rome and Orthodoxy as a whole. 


On the contrary, he said, it gives "the green light to the development of 
bi-lateral relations" between individual Orthodox churches and the Roman 
Gatholic Church and constitutes "the beginning of the dialogue of charity 
,». dialogue which could begin immediately even before theological dialogue 
is commenced". 


He added that it is in this light also that his. forthcoming reciprocal 
visit to the Ecumenical Patriarchate must be viewed. 


The Third Pan-Orthodox conference authorized individual Orthodox churches 
to conduct exploration with Rome on the means of establishing dialogue. 

At the same time it agreed to postpone collective dialogue with Rome until 
the close of the Second Vatican Council. -EPS, Geneva - 


POPE SAYS BIRTH CONTROL 
DECISION REQUIRED URGENTLY 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI has told his international commission studying birth 
control that they should reach a conclusion as fast as possible because 
the problem is urgent and the church must give guidance to Roman Catholics. 


Speaking to members of the commission in what was described as an "audience 
of encouragement", the Fope said it was understandable that "the need to. 
let certain problems mature poses reasonable delay on yous. But we © 
insistently ask you not to lose sight of the urgency of a situation that 
demands very clear indications from the church and her supreme authority." 


The commission, established by the Pope last June is meeting here in its 
fourth secret session. Members of the commission include population 
experts, doctors, psychiatrists, and theologians. : 


Observers pointed out that the Pope's speech raised the question of 

family planning in two new contexts: first, in the context of contemporary 
economic and social questions; and secondly, from the point of view of 
relations of married couples apart from procreation. Following are excerpts 
from the speech: 


"I¢ is impossible to let men's conscience be exposed to the uncertainties 
which too often today prevent married life frcem blossoming according to the 
Lord's design. Beyond those pressing questions of the couple certain 
economic and social problems also arise which the church is concerned not 
to neglect... , ES 


“Like a watchful mother the church in all ages in indeed concerned with 
giving an answer adapted to the great problems confronting men ... 


"The Christian answer must always be inspired by a consciousness of the 
obligations: and dignity of married life ... and of the greatness of the gift 
made to the child brought to life ... 


"The church will not permit the minimization of the price of life nor of the 
sublime originality of love which is capable of going beyond itself in the 
mutual gift of husband and wife to one another and in the even more unselfish 
gift of each of them of life to a new being ..." EPS, Geneva 
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UNITY OF GERMAN CHURCH IN 
DIVIDED NATION STRESSED 


(Frankfurt/Magdeburg) - The unity of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) 
despite the nation's political division which last week forced it to hold 
separate, but simultancous, Synod meetings in the West (at Frankfurt) and. 

the East (at Magdeburg) was stressed at services opening both meetings. 


Dr» Kurt Scharf , chairman of the EKID's Council,told delegates in Frankfurt 
that the Evangelical Church was a Beak to ih tha spiritual densa of as 
in the broken nation. 


In Magdeburg, Dr. Hans Puttfarcken, president of the whole Synod, said the 
two sessions should be regarded as one meeting which "just happened to be 
held in two different halls". 


Theme of both meetings was "The Word of God and Holy Scripture" and a major 
item on the agendas was discussion of the peice Sig and practical issues 
involved in Bible translations. 


A-joint action was taken by both sessions in approving a measure permitting 
the chairman of the Council to convene emergency meetings of member regional 
churches, when deemed necessary, in either the Bast or the West. The 
measure supplements legislation adopted in, 1963, whith among other 
provisions, allowed for two separate sessions of the church's synod. 


The Frankfurt meeting also approved a statement urging stronger support of 
the World Council of Churches! Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs. ~It:received a proposal that a German national council for CCIA 
be. formed to enable "the results of thinking in other countries to be used 
‘to better advantage in Germany". 


In line with the meetings! stress on Sorinture the Frankfurt meeting 
adopted a message to member churches stressing the need for greater support 
of the work of The United Bible Societies. Plans have been made for an 
appeal to raise a minimum of three million DM ($750, 000)this year in 
Germany to aid this work. The meeting also announced plans to set up a 
permanent theological study commission on "The Word of God, and Holy 
Scripture''. The first question to be studied by this group was phrased. in 
this fashion: "To what extent must we - as a church founded upon the Word 
of God, which lives by God's Word and is called to bear witness to God's 
Word ~ take account of the fact that the biblical writings are clearly 
historically conditioned, while at the same time we firmly maintain that 
_the Bible is the sole source and perfect norm for the whole of the Church!s 
“preaching and teaching" 


Similar concern was registered by the Magdeburg meeting. This group issued 
a "Message to Pastors" warning against the "falsely understood belief" that 
the "authority of the Holy Scriptures is safeguarded only if all biblical 
accounts are considered absolutely correct and unquesticnable as matters 

of faith". The statement asked pastors to make use of "methods of 
historical critical Bible research to help them better understand biblical 
witness". .It said it would be "unfortunate if clergy insisted on 
regarding the Scriptures as unquestionable in all details". 


BPS, Geneva | 
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USA CHURCHMEN CALL ON CONGRESS 
FOR STRONGER VOTING BILL 


(Washington, D.C.) - Passage of an even stronger voting rights bill than 

the measure presented by President Johnson was urged here in joint testimony 
before the House Judiciary Committee by spokesmen for national Protestant, 
Roman Catholic, and Jewish social action groups. 


Declaring that it is "imperative that the Congress respond to the moral 
indignation of the nation", the churchmen called for a law that would 
broaden the geographical area to be affected, that would completely eliminate 
the poll tax, and that would extend penalties to cover anti-registration 

as well as anti-voting coercion, threats, and intimidation. 


The testimony was presented by representatives of the National Council of 
Churches' Commission on Religion and Race, the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference, and the Synagogue Council of America. 


Other developments last week in the churches! work for racial equality: 


The National Council of Churches! Commission on Religion and Race called 
for legislation enabling the federal government to prosecute for murder 
in cases relating to civil rights. 


- Two Negro Baptist churches in rural Mississippi damaged by fires last 
summer were re-dedicated. They were rebuilt with labour, materials, 
and money donated by the interreligious Committee of Concern. 


- St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Selma, Alabama, which for the past two. 

Sundays had turned away Negro and white civil rights workers became the 

first Protestant church in Selma to admit Negroes to worship services. 
EPS, Geneva 


DIALOGUE URGED ON 
MARIAN BELIEF 


(Santo Domingo ) - Leading Roman Catholic scholars here unanimously approved 
a declaration calling for a dialogue with Protestants on the role of the 
Virgin Mary. 


The 77 scholars and theologians convened for the fourth International 
Mariological Congress expressed the "hope that a sincere dialogue on the 
Blessed Virgin in the mystery of salvation be instituted and promoted with 
our separated brethren". 


The Congress had earlier received a message from Pope Paul VI suggesting 
that it consider issuing such an invitation because many of the "separated 
brethren" were fearful that Roman Catholic devotion to Mary "detracts 

from the prerogative of Christ to be the only saviour and mediator". 


The Pope's message declared: "This congress gives high testimony to the 
truth and beauty of Catholic thought and cult on blessed Mary, with the 
praiseworthy intention of reaffirming Marian doctrine under two aspects 
which the Church considers and puts into evidence: the Christocentric 
(Christ-centred) aspect and the ecclesiological (churchly) aspect of dogma 
and cult regarding Our Lady." EPS, Geneva 
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STATEMENT CLARIFIES ROLE OF 
OVERSEAS MISSIONARIES IN INDONESIA 


(Sydney) - The position of overseas missionaries in Indonesia was clarified 
in a statement issued here by the Rev. F.G. Engel, secretary of the Division 
of Mission of the Australian Council of Churches. 


A preface to the statement, which was prepared in consultation with Dr. 
Peter Latuihamallo, chairman of the Indonesian Council of Churches, said it 
was prepared because “lack of information" had led to"confused or misleading 
statements being made in Australia from time to time about the position of 
foreign missionaries in Indonesia". 


The statement emphasized that while overseas missionaries receive a "sincere 
welcome" from the Indonesian churches and are permitted to enter and work 
there by the Indonesian EON ETE this is not the same as an "open invi- 
tation". 


The Protestant churches of Indonesia, it stressed, are independent of 
foreign. control and have themselves accepted the responsibility for the 
evangelization of the country. In doing so, however, they seek the assist-—. 
ance of overseas missionaries not only for evangelistic work, but in such 
specialized fields as theology, medicine, agricultural, youth, and social 
service work. — ; 


The statement reported that in the last two years nearly 40 new Dutch 
missionaries have gone to Indonesia at the specific request of the churches 
there. It estimated there are about 2,000 foreign Roman Catholic priests 
and nuns in the country. It said this is a higher proportion than for the 
Protestant churches because the proportion of Indonesian leadership in Roman 
Catholic churches is much less than in the Protestant churches. 

EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC MOVEMENT IN USA DEPLORES 
CHANGES IN LITURGY 


(New York) - The Roman Catholic Traditionalist Movement in the USA has 
issued a manifesto deploring reforms in the church's liturgy promulgated by 
the Second Vatican Council, and expressing alarm at what it described as 
efforts to "Protestantize" Roman Catholics. 


The manifesto called for an end to "regimented" group participation in the 
Mass, to "vernacularism" - celebration of parts of the Mass in English - — 
and pleaded for recognition of Latin as the liturgical and VE Nir tag Ni 
language of the Catholic Church. 


A leader of the movement, the Rev. Gommar A. De Pauw, professor of moral 
theology and canon law at Mount St. Mary's Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md., said 
the movement and the manifesto grew out of a meeting of clergymen and lay- 
men in New York last December. He said copies of the manifesto had been. 
sent to Roman Catholic hierarchy in Rome and the USA. 


_* & # 
Last week Pope Paul VI in one of his strongest statements yet on liturgical | 


reforms urged Catholics to “accept them without opposition" and criticized 
those who opposed them for their "spiritual sluggishness". . EPS, Geneva 
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NORWEGIAN PARLIAMENT RECEIVES 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION PETIT£ON 


(Oslo) - Norway's nine Lutheran bishops are among the signers of a petition 
to the Storting (parliament) urging it tc safeguard the place of religious 
instruction in a current revision of the country's school system. 


Stressing that "the Christian religion is a basic subject in the school 
syllabus", the petitioners expressed "anxiety and concern" that when a new 
‘nine-year programme was tried out in some communities it led to "a sharp 
reduction" in the number of hours assigned to religion classes. 


The petition asked the Storting to take action to ensure that no local 
school district be obliged to reduce the number of hours a week allotted 
for Christian instruction; that all school principals be autherized to 
schedule three hours of religion a week in each of the first seven grades, 
whether or not they lengthen the school day; and that the minimum weekly 
time given to Christian education total. 21 hours in the nine-year 
curriculum - that is, two hours a week for grades 1-3 and 7-9, and three 
hours a week for grades 4-6. EPS, Geneva 


JOINT STUDY COMMISSION 
NAMES NEW EXECUTIVE 


(Geneva). - The Rev. J. Martin Preston has been named staff secretary of 
the Joint Study Commission of the World Council of Churches and the World 
Council of Christian, Education. The appointment is effective immediately. 


Mr. Preston's primary responsibility will be to coordinate the Joint 
Commission's study and research projects and to serve as its chief | 
executive agent. The Commission is conducting studies and consultations 
on developments in education and "the nature of the person being educated" 
with specific reference to the role of Christian educational institutions. 
It also is making a study of influences, such as mass media, which help 

to fashion moral and religious attitudes and standards, and of the role of 
the family in changing social condition. , 


A Baptist, Mr. Preston studied at Trinity College, Cambridge, and 
received his degree in theology from Regents Park College, Oxford. He 
served five years in a parish on a new housing estate in England and for 
four years taught Russian, Scripture, and Music at St. Dunstan's School, 
London. . : EPS, Geneva 


OVERSEAS CHURCHES APPEAL 
TO SELMA CHRISTIANS 


(Geneva) - Churches in two parts of the world have appealed to white 
Christians in Selma, Alabama,to support the cause of racial justice. 


A message from the United Church of Zambia signed by its president the 
Rev. Colin Morris, declared: eek 


"T4 is our prayer that the Christians of Africa will see the churches of. 
Selma involved, engaged, and prepared to demonstrate in practice what we 
all stand for in protestation - that all men are one-in Christ." 


A message from Dr. Kurt Scharf, on behalf of the Synod of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD), expressed dismay "at the fruits of racial hatred". 


It declared: "We associate ourselves with the sister churches in America 
which stand in Christian obedience at the side of those who are oppressed 
and deprived of their rights, and by word and deed shake men's conscience 
awake." | - EPS, Geneva 


‘ 
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AUSTRALIAN LEADER CRITICAL 
OF CHURCH LEADERS' APPEAL 


(Melbourne ) -~ Sir Robert Menzies, the Prime Minister of Australia, has 
told 13 Anglican bishops here that a letter they had sent to him had 
"surprised and distressed" him. . 


The bishops had called on the Federal government to take positive steps 
towards an "honourable and peaceful" settlement of the fighting in Vietnam. 
(See In Brief, EPS No. 10) 


Sir Robert criticized the bishops for urging political action without 
examining the merits of the differing attitudes of the parties in Vietnam, 
He said that before eny nation such as the United Stated negotiated for 
peace, there had to be some assurance that accression and subversion would 
enda 


Among the signatories to the letter were the Archbishop of Melbourne, Dr. 
Woods; the former Archbishop of Melbourne, Dr. Booth; and the Archbishop 
of Perth, Dr. Appleton. EPS, Geneva 


LUMPA "PROPHETESS" SEEKS 
TO JOIN UNITED CHURCH 


(Lusaka) - The self-styled "prophetess" Alice Lenshina, whose Lumpa sect 
clashed with Zambian security forces last year, has asked to be allowed 
‘to join the United Church of Zambia, the nation's major church body. 


-The Rev. Colin Morris, president of the United Church, said that her 
request would be considered after she had been interviewed by a group 
of clergymen who would seek to determine the sincerity of her interest, 


A legal tribunal has decided that the "prophetess" should be kept in 
detention at Mumbwa, 70 miles from Lusaka, for another six months for 
her own and public safety. President Kaunda has announced that a 
commission will investigate the origins of the Lumpa uprising in which 
more than 600 persons were killed. 


Alice Lenshina grew up in a mission church of the Church of Scotland, 
which is now part of the United Church. EPS, Geneva 


INTER-DENOMINATIONAL SEMINARIES URGED 
BY MAR THOMA METROPOLITAN 


(Kottayam, Kerala) - Replacement of "out-dated" denominational seminaries 
by inter-denominational theological training centres was urged by Metro- 
politan Juhanon Mar Thoma of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church. 


Speaking at the convocation of Mar Thoma Theological Seminary here, the 
Metropolitan, a former co-president of the World Council of Churches, said 
that by studying together seminarians of different churches could "promote 
@ common outlook among themselves". 


He said that each church, while retaining its special features, should try 
to understand the distinctive characteristics of other churches. 
EPS, Geneva 
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EXPANDED USA OVERSEAS ECONOMIC AID 
URGED BY CHURCH OFFICIAL 


(Washington) - A long-term programme of financing, programming, and 
administering of USA foreign aid programmes was urged here to the House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs by a National Council of Churches executive. 


Dr. Kenneth L. Maxwell, executive director of the NCC's International 

Affairs Commission, testifying during hearings on the 1966 Foreign Assistance 
Act, also urged that economic. aid be separated from "political and military 
considerations" and that technical cooperation programmes be increased and 
adequately financed. 


He told the Committee that in constructive foreign aid the "“yractical and 
moral are not in conflict, but in agreement". He added s . 


"dreatness cannot be an island of selfish or uncaring affluence on a 
small planet where, in the economically underprivileged two thirds of the 
world, most human beings are ill-fed, {ll-clothed, ill-housed, illiterate 
Onto tela! EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCHES AID NOT 
AFFECTED BY POLITICS 


(Stuttgart) ~ An official spokesman for the German Protestant churches! 
“Bread for the World" campaign said the agency's aid would continue to be 
given where required, regardless of political differences between 
recipient countries and West Germany. 


He said need was the sole criterion of the agency's work and no other 
factor was considered. 


The statement came in the wake of a decision by the West German governnent 
to cut off aid to the United Arab Republic because of the recent visit 
there by Bast German governnent officals. EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL URGES UNITED BATTLE BY 
ALL RELIGIONS AGAINST WAR, ATHEISM 


(Nagasaki, Japan) - Cardinal Paolo Marella speaking here in his capacity 
as president of the Vatican Scoretariat for Relations with Non-Christian 
Religions, stressed.the need for "union and mutual support between the 
religions" against the menaces of war and atheism. 


He told an audience which included Buddhists, and Shintoists, as well as 
Christians, that: "We must get to know each other; we must banish all 

prejudice and hasty criticism by suppressing anything which might cause 
conflicts or misunderstandings. That is the task which the: Secretariat | 
for Relations with Non-Cpristian Religions urges all men of good will to 
undertake.” EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIER 


Protestant and Catholic organizations in Michigan (USA) have announced they 
will pool efforts to develop migrant and welfare centres. The Michigan 
Catholic Conference and Michigan Council cof Churches will administer a 

¢1.3 million federal grant for four church-supported welfare and training 
centres in the state. 


* * * 
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"Mikotoba ni tatsu" (Stand on the Word) has been chosen as the general 
theme of a 1965-1966 nation-wide evangelism programme inaugurated by the 
Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church. The purpose of this endeavour is "to 
create deeper spiritual life and awareness of evangelistic responsibility 
in the Lutheran congregations of Japan; and, through them, confront non- 
Christian Japan with the message of Jesus Christ". 


* * * 


The large and widely known Basel Mission in Switzerland will celébrate its 
150th anniversary with a series of special events in Basel, June 17-21. - 
Founded as the result of an initiative by a German, Christian Friedrich 
Spittler CL7a2-1867) | the mission at present has 340 missionaries of whom 
more than a quarter:are German, and a budget of over five million francs 
($1.16 million) of which nearly half comes from Germany. 


* * * 


Plans for an evangelistic crusade in Baptist churches of Spain in October 
were made by representatives of the 52 member churches of the Spanish Baptist 
Union, meeting recently at Castellén de la Palma. 


¥* % * 


Dr. Clarence E. Pickett, for 22 years executive secretary of the American — 
Friends Service Committee, a Quaker agency, died last week in the 

St. Adolphus Hospital, Boise, Idaho. He was 80 years old. Despite his 
formal retirement, he had remained active in the Service Committee's work 
and was its executive secretary-emeritus. He also was a member of the 
National Advisory Council for the Peace Corps and a director of the US 
Committee for Refugees. He was widely known for his efforts on behalf of 
peace, disarmament, conscientious objectors, the needy, social welfare, 
race relations, and refugees. While he was the AFSC's head in. 1947, the 
committee recéived the Nobel Peace Prize with the British Friends Service 
Council. 


% x x 


Mr. Kazuho Makino, 25, of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) will 
be sent to India as an advisor in agricultural technology in response to a 
request from the United Church of India. Mr. Makino is a graduate of the 
agricultural department of Yamagata University and will serve at the 
Allahabad Agricultural College, s Christian institution.  . He is the 
second technician to be sent to India from Japan. | 


* * % 


The Rev. Maxwell de Alwis, of Ceylon, who since September, 1962, has been 
secretary for work in secondary schools for the World Student Christian 
Federation, died suddenly of a heart attack, Friday, March 26, in Colombo, 
Ceylon. He was in his mid-thirties. A priest of the Anglican Church, 

Mr. de Alwis was general secretary of the Student Christian Movenent of 
Ceylon in 1957-58. . He did his theological studies at Westcott House, 
Cambridge ,and was from 1961 to 1964 a parish priest in Greenford, England. 
In 1964 he returned to Ceylon to take over the responsibilities of a 
parish there. 


ey * % 
A new 400~page Lutheran hymnal in the Aranda language has been published 
for use in the Finke River Mission to aboriginals in Central Australia. 


% * * 


— 
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A short-wave amateur radio transmitter powerful enough to reach the 
farthest places on earth is being set up in Indianspolis, Ind. (USA) in a 
centre of a dozen agencies of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). 
The transmitter is a gift of the Disciples Amateur Radio Fellowship, an 
association of "ham" (amateur) radio operators of the Christian Churches. 
The equipment will be used to communicate with missionaries who are radio 
amateurs in distant lands. 


* * ay 


Christian Aid of the British Council of Churches has allocated another . 
£49,410 ($138,348) to overseas aid programmes. About £18,000 will go to 
church and mission related agricultural projects which are an official 
part of Britain's Freedom from Hunger campaign. £5,000 is directed to the 
Friends Service Council for their agricultural and educational training 
centre at Bulawayo, Rhodesia., Another £20,000 has been designated for the 
World Council of Churches! special Ecumenical Programme for Emergency 
Action in Africa. This is Christian Aid's second allocation of £20,000 to 
the WCC fund. 


& * * 


Ethical: problems raised by new medical techniques of resuscitation and 
other methods of prolonging life are discussed in a new report titled 
"Decisions About Life and Death" published by the Board for Social 
Responsibility of the Church of England Assembly. Chairman of the group. 
which prepared the report was Dr. Robert Mortimer, Bishop of Exeter. 


¥ * * 


Roman Catholic Church attendance in Cuba has increased by 15 per cent since 
the liturgical reform became effective March 7, the island's hierarchy has 
reported to the Vatican. 


* ¥* * 


The appointment of William D. Strong as Planned Parenthood Consultant has 
been announced by Church World Service Department of the National Council 
of Churches Onn: CWS said the appointment was "a move to provide the 
first full-time, worldwide co-ordination of the overseas family planning 
programmes of the major Protestant denominations". 


x * * 


Dr. Norman Goodall, chairman of the International Congregational Council, 
and former assistant general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
was elected vice-moderator of the Free Church Federal Council of Great 
Britain at its meeting last week in Brighton. 


* % * 


Dr. 4. K. Matthews, Secretary for Africa of the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the World Council of Churches, has been 
named to the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Institute for 

Training and Research. Terms of reference of Unitar, as it has been called, 
are’ the training of personnel, particula ly from the developing Member 
States, for administrative and operational assignments with the United 
Netions and fér national Peay vad th” provisaon.of BOVenoow. teoimine) for 
Persons now serving in such posts, and research and schinars on operations 
of the United Nations and the spéeclalizcd agencics. 


* * * 
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The question of the proper function of the ministry within the Church was 
the subject of a five-day consultation held last week at Presinge, France, 
under auspices of the Department on Faith and Order of the World Council of 
Churches, Purpose of the meeting was to prepare a document on the subject 
for regional study groups now existing or soon to be established. The 
study was recommended by the last meeting of the Faith and Order Commission 
held in Aarhus, Denmark, in August, 1964. Reports of the regional groups 
will be submitted to the next Commission meeting. 


* * * 


The election of Bishop Emilianos, representative of the Ecumenical Patri- 
archate to the World Council of Churches, as Metropolitan of Calabria, has 
been announced by the Ecumenical Patriarch. The new appointment is a 
titular one and he will continue his assignment with the World Council. 


* * * 


The death is announced in Sofia, Bulgaria, of Professor Stephan Zankov, a 
pioneer of the ecumenical movement who played an important role in bringing 
the Eastern Orthodox churches into the movement. A strong leader in the 
early days of both the Faith and Order and of the Life and Work movements, 
Professor Zankov was a trusted leader of the World Alliance for Promoting 
Friendship of the Churches, the World Student Christian Federation, and 
the YMCA. Through his lectures in Western European universities and his 
books Professor Zankov became a highly appreciated interpreter of Eastern © 
Orthodoxy to the churches in the West. The funeral service on March 20 
was celebrated by Patriarch Cyrille of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church. 


* * * 


Members of the Lutheran Peace Fellowship (USA) have been asked to pray 

for those made ill by the nauseous but non-fatal gas used by United States- 
supported forces in Vietnam. A spokesman for the organization, which is 
affiliated with the Fellowship of Reconciliation, said a letter to members 
urges that prayers for the sick contained in Lutheran service books be 
used. "We are saddened and shamed that our nation has announced the 
deliberate use of gas and illness in Vietnam", he said. VAI) OL. US WHO 
have prayed over sick beds. know that 'non-fatal' is an uncertain concept 
when illness strikes individuals of varying age and strength," 


* * * 


The Orthodox Theological Institute of St. Sergius, Paris, has awarded to 
Dr. Nicos Nissiotis, associate director of the World Couneil of Churches! 
Eoumenical Institute, an honorary doctorate in recognition of "the role 
of his theological and philosophical works and of his ecumenical activi- 
ties", The degree was conferred upon him in Paris on March 28 at a 
ceremony attended by French Orthodox, Protestant, and Roman Catholic 
leaders. 


¥ *% *- 


A traditional element of religious life in southern Italy, the practice of 
saying prayers for the dead in return for payment, has been forbidden by 

an order issued by Cardinal Castaldo. The origins of professional prayers, 
like the professional mourners whose sdbs and groans. are another feature of 
the scene in southern graveyards, are almost certainly pagan. So far the 
order applies only to paying for prayers, but it is thought likely that the 
intention is to try to remove all the emotional excesses which accompany. 
the southern cult of the dead. . EPS, Geneva 
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WCC PRESIDENTS ISSUE 
1965 PENTECOST MESSAGE 


(Geneva) - God has never "cancelled the promise or withdrawn the gift He 
gave at Pentecost", the presidents of the World Council of Churches say 
in their 1965 Pentecost mess#ge. 


The promise fulfilled at Pentecost transformed doubting disciples "into 
living signs of the reign of Christ over the whole earth ... living 
torches to illuminate the night with certainty of a new day to come". 

The annual message will be read in numerous languages around the world 

as the Council's Protestant and Anglican churches @lebrate the day of 
Pentecost on Sunday, retin 6. Sesaeia churches observe the day on June 13 


in 1965. 


The message is signed by honorary president, Dr. J. H. Oldham, St. Leonards- 
on-Sea, England, octogenarian ecumenical pioneer, and the six presidents 
elected at the WCC New Delhi Assembly in 1961. They are: Archbishop 
Iakovos, Greek Orthodox primate of North and South America, New York; 

Sir Fraricis Ibiam, Governor of ‘the Eastern Region of Nigeria and leading 
Presbyterian layman, Hnugu, Nigeria; Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, 

Archbishop of Canterbury, London; Principal David Moses of Hislop College, 
Nagpur, India, Church of Northern India and Pakistan; Dr. Martin 
Niemoller,. former .president of the Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau, 
Wiesbaden, Germany; and Charles C. Parlin, New York lawyer and Methodist 
layman. 


see appendix fr full tet of the nessage. EPs, Geneva 


ALABAMA BISHOP'S PASTORAL LETTER URGES 
- COMMUNICATION BETWEEN NEGROES, WHITES 


(Birmingham, Ala.) - Methodist Bishop W. Kenneth Goodson of Birmingham 
issued a pastoral letter calling on “people of goodwill:of*all races" 
in Alabama to join in promoting better communication and understanding 
among whites and Negroes in this strifé_torn state. 


He urged all Methodists in ete North Alabama and Alabama-West Florida 
Conferences, over which he has jurisdiction, to work with other persons 
for a "climate of mutual respect and concern for human*dignity", and to 
commit themselves to the "task of reconciliation". 


The letter supported the right of all qualified American Ab lmehi gs to vote 
and ackriowlédged "our sin and guilt in our relationship with one another 
ees and our part in the sin of our society". 


Two weeks ‘ago Bishop Goodson and district superintendents in the state 
issued a communiqué expressing regret at the intervention of clergy from 
outside Alabama in its civil rights activities. . The statement said ‘that 
while they did not question the sincerity of-the outsiders concerns, they 
seriously questioned the strategy employed and felt that "many ameliorating 
efforts of native churchmen, both lay and clergy, will be greatly 
handicapped by this tactic". (HPS No. 10) : 
ye eet BOKER : ayy EPS, Geneva 
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UN COMMISSION CONSIDERS DRAFT CONVENTION ON 
ELIMINATION OF RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE 


(Geneva) - The 2l-member UN Commission on Human Rights is devoting. the 
greatest part of its current session, which is scheduled to last until » 
April 15, to the elaboration of a draft Convention on the elimination of 
all forms of religious intolerance. A preliminary draft for the proposed 
international instrument was prepared earlier this year by a UN Sub-— 
Commission of Experts. (EPS No. 3, 1965) 


Among provisions adopted thus far for inclusion in the document is an 
article stating that "for the purpose of this Convention, the expression 
'religion or belief! shall include theistic, non-theistic, and atheistic 
betiefs". 

Also approved by the UN Commission are clauses relating to the main forms 
of religious manifestation - in worship, teaching, practice, and observance. 
Thus, according to a text adopted by a vote of 19 in favour, none against, 
and 2 abstentions, State Parties to the Convention would, in particular, 
undertake to ensure ‘to everyone "freedom to practise his religion or 
belief by establishing charitable and educational institutions, and by 
expressing :in public life the implications of religion or belief". 


Mr. A. Dominique Micheli, secretary of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, an agency of the World Council of Churches, 
commenting on the work of the UN Commission, said that a full appraisal 
of the proposed Convention would have to await completion of the draft by 
the UN body. 


"However", he said, "the adoption at this stage without opposing votes of 
a clause providing explicitly for freedom to manifest religion or belief 
in practice, as distinct from manifestation in observance, is of great 
significance. While, for Christians, the latter relates to the rituals 
of religion, the former has to do with the performance by the Church of. 
its witness in society." AM | 


The CCIA Secretary recalled the Statement on Religious Liberty adopted by 

the World Council of Churches! Assembly at New Delhi in 1961, which said 

that freedom -to manifest one's religion or belief includes "freedom to 

practise religion or belief, whether by performance of acts of mercy or 

by the expression in word or deed of the implications of belief in social, 

economic, and political matters, both domestic and international". | 
. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC CHURCH JOINS - 
TEXAS CHURCH COUNCIL °° 


(Fort Worth, Texas) - Holy Family Catholic Church here was received into. 
membership in the interdenominational Fort Worth Area Council of Churches 
at its annual assembly. 


Holy Family thus becomes. the first Catholic church in Texas and the third 
in the United States to become affiliated with a church council, Be 
traditionally made up of Protestant and Orthodox congregations. 


: At least two other Catholic churches and an archdiocese are known. to have 
joined church councils. They are the Church of the Madalene in Tulsa, 
Okla., St. Andrew's Cathedral in Grand Rapids, Mich., and the Sante Fe, 

New Mexico, archdiocese. EPS, Geneva 
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-CHURCHES RUSH RELIEF SUPPLIES 
TO GREEK EARTHQUAKE SURVIVORS 


(Athens) —- Relief Supplies have been rushed to the Central Peloponnesus from 
Church World Service supplies here to aid survivors of the earthquake which 
hit the area early Monday morning, April 5. 


The quake totally destroyed four villages, killing an estimated 25 persons, 
injuring 200, and leaving 1,000 families homeless, It was the worst quake 
in Greece in years. 


CWS supplies of food, clothing, bedding, and medicines were rushed to the 

disaster area after an on-the-spot inspection had been made by Mr. Wallace 
Bell, World Council of Churches! Refugee Service representative in Athens, 
and the Bishop of Megalopolis, whose diocese is in one of the hardest hit 

areCaSe Church World Service is the overseas aid agency of US Protestant 

and Orthodox churches. 


The World Council has issued an appeal for $20,000 to its member churches 

to help construct homes and for other rehabilitation measures. More than 
half of this has already been pledged. Christian Aid, the relief agency of 
the British Council of Churches, has agreed to give a total of £3,000 
($8,600) of which £1,000 came from Oxfam. The German churches have 

pledged $10,000. EPS, Geneva 


NEW ISRAELI LAW ON 
CONVERSION OF MINORS 


(Jerusalem) - The Israeli parliament has enacted legislation making it 
illegal to seek to convert Jewish minors to Christianity. It provides 
Six months! imprisonment for persons convicted of such attempts. 


The new law states a minor can be converted only if consent is given in 
writing by both parents, a court, or by the surviving parent or guardian. 
If the child is over ten years of age his own consent is required. 


Orthodox Jewish groups have agitated for years to secure anti-conversion 
legislation but up to now these efforts have failed. Campaigns have been 
carried on against Christian schools which were said to be converting 
Jewish children, 


Orthodox Jewish student groups raided missionary schools in Jerusalem, 
Jaffa, and Haifa in an attempt to frighten Jewish pupils and intimidate 
their parents into removing the children from Christian schools. 


The new law is not all that the Orthodox Jews hoped for, They tried to 
add a provision which would make it necessary for a rabbi to give his 
permission, in addition to the consent of parents, before a Jewish minor 
could change religious affiliation. This measure was defeated, 


The new law will have to be tested in the courts, observers say, before 
its real effects will be known. One spokesman says he fears that in the 
meantime the new law will provide fanatical groups "a handle with which 
to cause trouble". EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES RESPOND TO 
CHILE QUAKE APPEAL 


(Geneva) - Funds totalling more than 42,000 were pledged by member 
churches within the first few days following an appeal by the World Council 
of Churches for $200,000 for relief and rehabilitation for survivors of 

the March 28 earthquake in Chile. (EPS No. Lhe) 


Church agencies also rushed in tons of food, clothing, blankets, drugs, 
and other emergency items within a few days after the tragedy struck. 


Relief aid is being distributed by Ayuda Cristiana Evangelica (ACB) social 
action wing of the Evangelical Council of Chile. ACE has been assigned the 
northeast central zone of the disaster area for its work by the government 
relief coordinating committee where it has set up five field kitchens. 

ACE officials report that all "disaster plans are functioning excellently". 


Goods rushed to the spot included 30,000 pounds of relief supplies by Church 
World Service, overseas aid agency of US Protestant and Orthodox churches, 
and 165,000 pounds of clothing shipped by Lutheran World Relief, 
cooperative agency of US Lutheran churches. 


Funds pledged to the WCC appeal issued by its Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service came from: Australia ($2,231) Germany from 


its "Bread for the World Campaign ($12,500); New Zealand. ($2,772)s the 


Netherlands ($14,000); Dermark ($500); and an amount still to be decided 
from HEKS, relief agency of the Swiss churches. 


Chilean authorities. say at.least 400 persons were killed, 15,000 homes were 
totally destroyed and 30,000 damaged. Property damaged is estimated at 
close to $200 million. BPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN OFFICIAL REFUSES WELCOME ; r: 
TO VISITING INDONESIAN CHURCH TEAM 


(Perth) - The Lord Mayor of Perth, capital. city of Western Australia, 


refused to officiate at a eivil reception extendéd to three members of an 


Indonesian church team visiting here. (EPS No. 9) 


Lord Mayor Veryard said he took the action which has been strongly 
criticized by various groups, because Australia was virtually at war with 
Indonesia. 


The arrival of the team here came a day after news had been announced of a 
West Australian soldier's death in Sarawak. The death was said to have 
been caused by an Indonesian booby trap. 


The visitors are spending six days in the State and are meeting churchmen 


and students, as well as visiting local projects and industries. The 
other 18 in the team are visiting other parts of Australia. 


The visitors have continually refused to discuss the political situation 
stating that they come as Christians to visit their fellow Christians in 
Australia. : 


EPS, Geneva 


NEW INTERCONFESSIONAL LITURGICAL 
SOCIETY PLANNED 


(Neuchatel, Switzerland) -~ Twenty-one European and North American Protestant, 
Orthodox, and Roman Catholic theologians meeting here agreed to form an 
interconfessional Liturgical Society (Societas Liturgica) for the "promotion 
of the ecumenical dialogue on worship based on Pine research and with the 
perspective of renewal.and unity". 


The group was convened for five days of study and discussion of liturgical 
matters at the invitation of the Reve Wiebe Vos, of the Reformed Church of 
the Netherlands, editor of Studia Liturgica, and Professor J.J. von Allmen, 
professor of practical theology of the University of Neuchatel. | Partici- 
pation of the North American churchmen was: organized by Canon Don H. 
Copeland, director of the newly-formed World Centre for Liturgical Studies, 
Boca Raton, Florida. | 


The meeting appointed a 15-member commission which will meet in Strasbourg, 


France, May 31 - June 1, to draw up plans for the new society. The aim is 
to hold its first congress in England, probably: at Oxford, shortly after 


Baster, 1966. — ; EPS, Geneva 


DISCIPLES, PENTECOSTAL 
COOPERATION IS CITED 


(Indianapolis) - Disciples of Christ missionaries will continue for two more 
years an experiment, begun two years ago, of cooperation with a group of 
Pentecostal churches in Venezuela. 


Since 1963, Mr. and Mrs. Juan Marcos Rivera, Disciples missionaries from 
Puerto Rico, have been working with the Pentecostal Venezuelan Union, a 
leosely-knit fellowship of 34 organized churches with 36 preaching stations. 


The Union, with the help of the Disciples (Christian Churches ~- USA), hopes 
to construct at least 20 church buildings.and a school for 500 students. 

It also seeks funds for support of retired pastors, for organization of co- 
operatives in rural churches, for educational aid to children of under- 
privileged families, and for a printing press. EPS, Geneva 


MOSLEM SERVICE IN DUTCH 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Enschede, Netherlands) - Bernard Cardinal Alfrink of the Netherlands has 
given permission to Turkish migrant labourers in the country to hold a 
Moslem prayer service in St. James! Roman Catholic Church here on April ll. 
The service: will mark the festival of Abraham's sacrifice (Kurban Bayrami ). 


This is only the second time in history, as far as can be determined, that 
a Roman Catholic “church will be used for a Moslem service. The first was 
held. in the cathedral at Cologne, Germany, 


Cardinal Alfrink said permission was given as "Moslems and Christians 
essentially adore the same God" and "only the approach is different". 
EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH HIERARCHY DISMISSES 
R.C. YOUTH MOVEMENT LEADERS 


(Paris) - The French Roman Catholic hierarchy has ordered the dismissal of 

27 of the 46 top leaders of the nation's two Roman Catholic student bodies - 
the Jeunesse é6tudiant catholique (JEC) and the Jeunesse étudiante catholique 
feminine (JECF) - for involving their movements in political and social 
action work. 


The action, which has precipitated widespread discussion in the French press, 
was taken following a meeting of leaders of the two movements with Arch- 
bishop=Coadjutor Pierre Veuillot, of Paris, president of the episcopal com- 
mission on education. 


Reports said that the Archbishop ordered the dismissal when 15 of the JEC 
leaders and 12 of the JECF leaders refused to promise that their movements 
would confine themselves to evangelistic activities and not become involved 
in activities seeking the reform of education or the improvement of living 
and working conditions for students. . 


The position of the student leaders has been firmly supported by other French 
Roman Catholic student groups, notably the Rural Movement of Christian Youth, 
the committee of the 24 former general secretaries of the JEC, and a 

committee of 67 Roman Catholic leaders in various secular student bodies. 


Archbishop Veuillot, defending the suspension action, said that while the. 
hierarchy recognized that "the movement of the apostolate of the laity ... 
acts according to its own rules" and that "the episcopacy has not been 
accustomed to intervene in the ordinary life of its institutions", the issue 
in this case involved "the very nature of the apostolate and the ways of 
exercising it... 


"It is normal", he said, "that in such a case the bishops should intervene to 
recall what is the doctrine of the church. When a movement is apostolic 
(evangelistic) it should not have as its objective the reform of the univer- 
sity or the question of student's stipends; its purpose\is different. 

While it must be seriously interested in these problems this interest (must 
be expressed) from a certain distance and with a certain caution, since the 
movement's vocation is on another plane", 


He added that "if participation in a church movement implies respect for the 
fundamental norms of that kind of apostolate ... there are other forms of 
presence and commitment in the world". 


This last comment has led observers to note that it could represent the 
“ beginning in the hierarchy's thinking of a new evolution towards "pluralism 
of the lay apostolate" in which Catholic Action movements would retain as 
their only exclusive characteristic the fact that they are officially man- 
dated ‘by the church. ‘ 


The Paris daily Le Monde commented that the "crisis" has arisen because the 
youth insisted on "expressing themselves" and on their right "to denounce the 
conditions in their institutions and to question some of the present methods 
of teaching and pedagogy". 


It said the hierarchy feared this orientation because it could lead to 
"ynolitical choices which do not belong to a mandated movement of Catholic 
Action, which is not only in the church, but is the church", 


—T <A 
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The Rural Movement of Christian Youth, in a statement supporting the youth 
leaders, criticized the intervention of the hierarchy because, it suggested, 
"it implies an infringement of the rights of the laity in the church and 
consequently a stumbling block to Christian commitment in the world". 


‘The 24 former general secretaries of the JEC in a public letter addressed to 
Archbishop Veuillot declared: "To speak of the mission which the church 
recognizes as that of JEC is not sufficient. We consider it equally 
essential to take into account the responsibilities “of the movements in the 
Milieu in which they assume full reality." 


The statement issued by the 67 Roman Catholic leaders of various secular 
student movements underlined that the large majority of Roman Catholic 
Christian students in France are not active in the church or in organizations 
set up for them under church auspices, 


% * * 


The position of the youth movements was clarified in a statement issued on 
Tuesday by their two general secretaries. Excerpts from the statement 
follow: . 


"Inevitably as soon as the JEC and JECF, faithful to their purpose to in- 
carnate the Gospel, compromise in facing the reality of the problems of 
youth, they are led to depart" from. the traditional definitions. "(We 
therefore) consider it necessary for member to participate as much as 
possible in the transformation of the system of education ... in economic 
and political conflicts (which) concern all youth." 


Further "we wish.to be closely linked with the currents and forces which go 
far beyond the borders of the church. For instance we are quite naturally 
in relations of a close nature with Protestants and with Communists for 
common action and this may lead to the joint elaboration of far-reaching 
propositions. At the same time we seek to provide for Christian youth a ~ 
comprehensive training and formation which will enable them to understand 
their involvement in the world's realities and the essential inter-relation- 
ship of Christian faith and Christian commitment... Two essential aspects of 
that formation are: 1)'the respéct (of the autonomy and identity) of 
secular organizations with the récognition that we must 'play their game'; 
and, 2) the dialogue with fellow students who are unbelievers. (Relations 
with these two) take place in personal contacts as well as. in more organized 
activities, such as oral or written debates. 


"All this training is centred on one demand - namely the demand to witness 

to faith in Jesus Christ in building the world. These two tasks - of | 
building and witness - are inter-dependent and both contribute to the conver- 
sion of the world to Jesus Christ... What is essential is that the church no 
longer seek to rule the world, but to be its servant, but to be at its 
service does not mean to close its ears to mankind's angers and hopes." 


* * * 


An appendix noted further: “Any participation in the movement for direct | 

transformation and renewal of the school and university...that is. to.say, 

‘secular! choices and such action as may follow these choices (e.g. partici- 

pation in joint action against the Fouchet (French Minister of Education) 

Plan of reform of the system of education, participation in meetings in 

support of Spanish students, eto.) is radically questioned, not to say for- 

bidden (by the hierarchy). It is therefore the participation of the move-+ . 

ment as such which is forbidden and (as a result) the whole movement of j 

Catholic Action in the university and school world is brought into question." — 
EPS, Geneva ‘ 
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20TH ANNIVERSARY MARKED HMBARGO: NOT FOR RELEASE BEFORE 

OF BONHOBFFER'S DEATH 21.00 HOURS, BERLIN TIME, 
FRIDAY, APRIL 9 

(Berlin, April 9) - Christians around the world this week are commemorating 


Dietrich Bonhoeffer's life which came to an end under Nazi tyranny twenty 
years ago on April 9. 


Especially in Germany does the date have special significance. Here 
services and meetings are being held throughout the divided nation in memory 
of the young German theologian who was shot to death in Flossenburg con- 
centration camp just week before the collapse of Germany and the end of 
World War II. 


Speaking at a public ceremony here today, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general. 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, who had been a close personal 
friend of Bonhoeffer's, paid tribute to him as a man who, despite the rela-: 
tively short span of his life and the small number of people who were. 
familiar with his work at the time of his death, had exercised possibly a 
greater influence on the contemporary Christian Church than any other member 
of his generation. 


"Like Pascal whose life was ‘like a meteor in its dazzling intensity', and 
who also died prematurely, he has compelled us to share his thinking and 
continue it", he said. 


"Like Pascal, and also like Socrates, his task was that of a midwife - that 
of asking the ultimate question in the most crucial form: 'What does it 
really mean to live in the world with Christ?!" 


The WCC general secretary paid special tribute to three affirmations of the 
young theologian's life: his loyalty to the Confessing Church (the group 
of German Evangelical Christians most actively opposed to the Nazis); his 
support of the ecumenical movement; and his outspoken opposition to Nazi 
tyranny. 


Speaking of his influence as a theologian he said his message was always 

"a world-wide Gospel in the true sense. hile he was in a prison cell he 
realized more clearly than ever that Christ wants to break out. of the systems, 
traditions, and institutions in which people have tried to fix Him. 


"The challenge contained in Bonhoeffer's last letters, which can'so easily 
be misunderstood, therefore does not mean that we should cover up the 
stumbling-block of the God who became man in Jesus and preach a Gospel that 
is easier for modern, "mature" people to believe. That challenge means - 
that we must understand the incarnation radically. Christ did not bear the 
Sins of Christians, but the sins of: the world. The Church must therefore 
live and suffer in the world, with the world, and for the world." 

EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN CHURCH STATEMENT EMBARGO: NOT FOR RELEASE BEFORE 
MARKS WAR END DATE 21 HOURS BERLIN TIME, FRIDAY, APRIL 9 
(Berlin, Aprad Seine s statement made public today at ceremonies in 


East and West Berlin marking the end of World War II, the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) urged the nation to remember its - 
war-time guilt and to re-examine what use it has made of the period since 
in seeking to build world peace and brotherhood. 


Publication of the statement, adopted by Council members in both East 
and West Germany, was timed to coincide with commemoration of the 20th 
anniversary of the death of German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer in a 
concentration camp a few weeks before the war ended. 


Following are excerpts from the statement: 


"Twenty years ago the second world war ended. It was the final breakdown 
of. the rule of the National-Socialists who had started the war and 
invaded a large number of foreign countries, until finally their 
destructive force turned against the German people itself. 


The Evangelical Church in Germany appeals to the German people to remember | 
these events, to meditate on them and to accept their responsibility in the 
eyes of God. As members of the Church of Jesus Christ we re-affirm the 
Statement made by the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany in 1945 
to representatives of the World Council of Churches. We again confess 

that we share the responsibility for the disaster which befell our nation, 
and other nations. 


The end of the war liberated us from the Nazi tyranny. At the same time 
the military capitulation on the 8th May, 1945, was the end of German 
unity. Our nation was given the opportunity to make a new beginning, but 
this new beginning was under the shadow of Germany's political division. 


Our confession of guilt confronts us with the question, how we have used this 
new beginning, and how we have behaved during the past twenty years. 


Have we used the new phase of lifs given us in order to gather in the’ Church 
under the Gospel.or have we relapsed again into godlessness, as we had to 
face new temptations and difficulties? Have we always supported humane- 
ness, wherever necessary? As individuals and as churches have we: offered 

a refuge and consolation to the people on whom the war inflicted deep 

wounds which have not yet healed? 


Have we fully.realised that the painful division of Germany is the result of 
. the sins that we ourselves committed in the. past? Have we seriously 
endeavoured to make amends to the other nations and races for the wrong that. 
we did. them, as far as lies,in our power? Or have we yielded to the temp- 
tation of regarding one: wrong as cancelling eran thus falling satiate the 
danger of nationalistic pride once: again? 


Have we completely eradicated that attitude which enabled evil to obtain 
control in Germany: opportunism and lack of personal courage, anti-semitism, 
contempt for people with different opinions, the constant tendency to accept 
rigid ideologies, hatred and calumny in every form? 


Thinking about the end of the terrible war twenty years ago should remind us 
that God's will for the nations, including our own nation, is not war but ; 
peace. It is our responsibility as Christians to ensure that in-its present 
political division our nation is not forced into a conflict inspired by hate 
nor into an indifferent co-existence, which would increase the menace of war 
in the world. 


The time of tyranny has taught us that earthly freedom is an inalicnable 
human right, both for men and for nations. We will protect freedom 

wherever it is menaced. No one should be deprived of liberty, but on the 
other hand it must mot be misused for selfish purposes..." EPS, Geneva 


Woe 42 678th April 571965 ch rae eM, ey 


ROMAN CATHOLIC, PROTESTANT 
LATIN AMGRICAN STUDENTS MEET 


(Geneva) -~ Thirty Latin American students studying in Europe - 15 Protestants 
and:15 Roman Catholics ~ met at the John Knox House, the Presbyterian student 
centre here, to discuss "The Christian Presence in the Latin American HKevo- 
lution. 


The fourth of its kind, the meeting was sponsored jointly by the World 
Student Christian Federation and Pax Romana, the international Roman Catholic 
student organization. Speakers included both Catholic and Protestant 
leaderse 


One of them, Roman Catholic Bishop Mark McGrath of Panama, president of the 
University Commission of CELAM, the Catholic Bishops! Committee for Latin 
‘Ameirca, in response to a student's question whether the Roman Catholic 
Church was prepared to sacrifice its structures for the revolution in Latin 
America, replied: 


",,.1 would say we are prepared to sacrifice those structures which mean 
power or privilege. We are not prepared to sacrifice those which translate 
Christian values to men, such as religious teaching or festivals with a 
Christian origin."- Nb et 


Discussions indicated strong concern by the students for making the Church's 
language relevant to the modern world and the way in which the Church. should 
act in the world, i-e. through organizations such as Christian trade unions 
and Christian-oriented political groups, or through specifically secular 
organizations. EPS, Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND ANGLICANS, PRESBYTERIANS 
CRITICAL OF USA WEAPONS IN VIETNAM 


(Auckland) - Anglican and Presbyterian leaders in New Zealand have protested 
against the use of anti-personnel phosphorus bombs and napalm in Vietnam. 


The convener of the New Zealand Presbyterian Church's international relations 
committee, the Rev. Owen Robinson, sent telegrams of protest to New Zealand's 
Prime Minister, Keith Holyoake, and to US Ambassador Herbert B. Powell. 


Anglican Bishop Eric A. Gowing of Auckland, supporting the Presbyterian move, 
said he hoped the New Zealand government would protest to the US government 
about the use of the weapons and urge that every effort be made to bring — 
-about negotiations. | BPS, Geneva™ 


| WCC PROVIDES STAFF MEMBER FOR 
- FAO HUNGER CAMPAIGN 


(Rome) = The World Council of Churches has made available the services of a 
youth leader to the Freedom From Hunger Campaign of the UN Food and Agricul- 


tural Organization (FAQ). 


Mr. P.M. Bouman, former secretary for ecumenical youth work in Belgium, has 
been appointed to FAO's staff in Rome with specific responsibility for work 
in connection with the Young World Mobilization Appeal. a 


The appointment was arranged by the wects Youth Department with the assist- 
ance of a grant from the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service. The appointment is effective immediately. EPS, Geneva 
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DUTCH CHURCHES APPEAL FOR 
CHRISTIAN LITERATURE FUND 


(Amsterdam) - Under the title "bread for the spirit", eight Dutch churches 
have launched a campaign to raise £150,000 as their contribution towards the 
$3,000,000 Christian Literature Fund announced in November by the World 
Council of Churches, 


This is the second such drive by the Dutch churches. In 1964 they raised 
over £100,000. which went to literature funds in the Cameroons, Indonesia, 
and other countries of Asia, and Africa, and to Latin America. 


The current campaign has been organized under auspices of the Netherlands 
Missionary Council, Participating are the Netherlands Reformed Church, 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, the Baptist Union, the Lutheran, 
Moravian Brethren, Mennonite, and Arminian Churches, and the Free Evangelical 
Communities. EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX THEOLOGIAN OUTLINES 
ISSUES IN DIALOGUE WITH CATHOLICS 


(Athens) - A prominent Greek Orthodox lay theologian said that of the "four 
categories of differences" to be discussed by Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
churches, three will be relatively "easy" to handle, but the fourth - on 
doctrine - by its very nature will require study of "very long" duration. 


Dr. Hamilcar Alivisatos, state representative to the Holy Synod of the 
Orthodox Church in Greece, writing in To Vima,’an Athens daily, enumerated 
as the "easy" issues those differences created by ignorance, due to long 
separation and great distance, those due to misunderstanding caused by the 
same reasons, and those created because of "fanaticism, lack of goodwill, 
prejudice, and neglect'', 


The fourth, concerning doctrine, he said, will be difficult because it is 

the. one in which "no allowances or APES ARS are permitted because questions 

of faith are truths, and on truths there is no room for dispute". 
EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC "TRADITIONALIST MOVEMENT" 
CRITICIZED AS "GRANDIOSE, INEPT" 


(Hartford, Conn. ) ~ A "manifesto" criticizing current liturgical trends in 
the Roman Catholic Church, issued by the Catholic Traditionalist Movement in 
the USA, was denounced by a Roman Catholic newsweekly here as a "dumbfounding 
document ... a curiosity both pretentious and pathetic". (EPS No. 11) 


An editorial in The Catholic Transcript, official publication of the Hartford 
archdiocese and other Connecticut dioceses, described the movement as 
"orandiosely but ineptly labelled", 


It compared the movement's claim to be a spokesman for "a majority of 
American Catholics" with the "three tailors of Tooley Street. who published 
a proclamation which began, ‘We, the people of England'"'. 


The Movement has contended that the changes tend to "Protestantize" Catholic 
worship and that Catholic public opinion is opposed to the developments. 
EPS, Geneva 
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YOUNGER MEN PROMINENT IN NEW 
MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE APPOINTMENTS 


(Moscow) ~ The Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate reports that the Holy 
Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church has made several new appointments. 
Observers comment they are notable for the number of younger churchmen 
among them. They include: 


Archbishop Alexiji, (born in 1929), Archbishop of Tallin and Estonia, has 
been named to take over the administrative duties of the Diocese of 

Moscow. He succeeds Metropolitan Pimen who has asked to be relieved of them 
for reasons of health. Metropolitan Pimen will continue his other duties 

as deputy to the Patriarch. 


Archimandrite Juwenalij, head of the church's mission in Jerusalem, has 
been appointed a vice-president of the Office for Foreign Relations. His 
successor in Jerusalem will be Archimandrite Germogen Urechow, vice- 
director of the church's mission there. 


Bishop Filaret (born in 1929), of Vienna and Austria, has been appointed to 
succeed Dean Rushizkiji of the Religious Academy in Moscow who died 


November 17, 1964. 
y APS, Geneva 


FRENCH HIERARCHY CENSURE PUBLICATION 
FOR CHRISTIAN-MARXIST DIALOGUE 


(Paris) - Thé French Roman Catholic hierarchy has publicly censured the 
Roman Catholic weekly Témoignage Chrétien for echoing in its columns a 

C ristian-Marxist dialogue started in an evening's programme of the recent 
Catholic Intellectuals Week. 


Specifically the hierarchy criticized the publication for printing an 
article by Roger Garaudy, a member of the Central Committee of the French 
Communist Party. In the same issue it also published a reply by a French 
Catholic theologian. 


The editor of the journal said the public censure would put a stop to such 
articles, but noted that "even if the dialogue stops, the problem remains. 


"Obviously we do not support the views of Roger Garaudy", he said, "but we 
think we ought to listen to them because the challenge which they present. 
gives us an opportunity to strengthen and purify our faith..." 

EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 
The General Assembly of the Federation of Swiss Protestant Women has sent 
a petition to the Swiss Federal Council urging it to take immediate 


steps to introduce provisions for alternative service for conscientious 
objectors. 


* * * 
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One hundred delegates of 26 US Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish 
organizations meeting in Washington, D.C., havé urged formation of an inter- 
faith organization to present a "united veice" in the fight against obscenity 
in books, radio, films, TV, and other public media, 


% *% * 


A legacy of over £61,000 - one of the largest received by an Anglican 
Church organization - has been paid to the "Church's Ministry Among the | 
Jews". - The legacy, from the estate of Miss Caroline Macklem, of Victoria, 
British Columbia, is to be used for social and welfare work among Jews in 
Israel and Iran. The Anglican Church fellowship centre on Mount Carmel, 
Israel, is to be enlarged and two schools are to be built in Teheran. 


% * * 


Dr. Ivar Asheim, 57, associate professor of religious education at the Free 
Faculty of Theology in Oslo, has been appointed director of the Lutheran . 
World Federation's Department of Theology. The appointment is effective 
September 1. He will succeed Dr. Vilmos Vajta, who after 11 years as the 
first director of the LWF's Department of Theology, left last August to become 
a research professor for the Lutheran Foundation for Inter-Confessional 
Research. at Lte iueti tute in Strasbourg, France. 


* * * 


More than fifty permanent posts for clergymen are at present vacant in the 
Church of Finland, it is reported from Helsinki. Moreover, a number of new 
congregations could be organized if sufficient pastors were available.. 
These facts have come. to light following an investigation carried out by 
the Church of Finland newspaper Kotimaa. The clergy shortage is felt most 
acutely in the new housing areas of Finland's larger cities. 


* * * 


Contributions of commodities and cash to the Christian Rural Overseas 
Programme of Church World Service reached a record total of .$1,566,000 

during 1964. This sum represents a seven per cent increase over the 1963 
figure. Commodities donated included meat, grains, beans, and milk products. 
They were given by farmers in 25 states. Church World Service is the relief 
and rehabilitation arm:of the National Council of Churches in the USA. . 


* * * 


Church World Service (USA) has issued an urgent appeal to member denominations 
to step up their support of its United Clothing Appeal, as needs increase in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. CWS director James MacOracken reports 1965 
clothing requests from the agency's overseas representatives total 11,570,620 
pounds, and an additional 1,500,000 pounds of blankets are needed. Total 
receipts in CWS centres during 1964: 5,894,082 pounds. 


* * * 


A number of pastors! conferences have been held in the Transdanubian District 
of the Reformed Church of Hungary, to discuss Roman Catholicism and the 
Second Vatican Council. The aim of the conferences is to assist pastors to 
inform their congregations on the problems of the new situation in relation 
to Roman Catholicism and also to provide opportunities for pastors to bring 
their experiences in the parishes to bear on these problems. 


* Recah it 
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The formation of a corps. of 25 representatives of the Lutheran Church in 
America willing to serve as the denomination's "presence" in difficr t 
racial situations has been announced in New York. 


% * * 


A Christian Science lecture which had been scheduled in the Sheraton Hotel 
of Tel-Aviv was called off recently when the hotel was threatened with 
cancellation of its certificate of recognition from the Tel-Aviv Religious. 
Council if the lecture was held. "Christian Scientists are a fifth column 

_ poth in the field of education and in the field of religion in this country, 
said Mr. Pinhas Sheinman, chairman of the Religious Council. A spokesman 
for Christian Science in Israel expressed surprise at such a statement, 
declaring emphatically that Christian Scientists engage in no missionary 
activity in the country. 


% x * 


The Ministry of Justice in the Finnish government has rejected a request 
from some: of the 50 non-Lutheran members of the Finnish parliament (total 
membership 200). for a change in the law which prevents their taking part 
in the enacting of legislation having to do with religion. A ministry 
statement said that 2 change in the provision, which dates from 1869 and 
stipulates that only members of the established Lutheran Church may take 
part in debates snd in voting on church. Ge alpha would be contrary to all” 
the historiaal development of Finland. 


* % * 


During the last three years no new church buildings have been started in 
Copenhagen. However, this year the outlook is brighter. Two churches are 
uuder construction by the parishioners themselves on a "do-it-yourself" 
basis, and permission is expected Pe be eaven shortly for at least three 
more Sane ieloaln 

s eda % 

The death is reported of Dr. Gordon S. Seagrave, the famed "Burma Surgeon" 

who was of the fourth generation in a family of Baptist missionaries, in his 

Namkham Hospital located in a mountain village near the Chinese border. He 

was 68 years old and had suffered a heart attack in February. 


* * * 


Methodist deaconesses in the USA have been urged by their national 
organization to take a more active part in such secular groups as labour 
unions, civil and political groups, Parent-Teacher Associations, agricul- 
tural groups, and the civil rights movemont. The national Methodist 
Commission on Deaconess Work recommended that deaconesses "help to bridge 
the gap between the church and. the community" by working with such groups. 


* % * 


The Rev. Edwin Kirg, the white Protestant chaplain of Tougaloo Southern | 
Christian College, a predominantly Negro institution in Tougaloo, Mississippi, 
has received the "John F. Kennedy, Freedoms Award" of the Roman Catholic 
Council on Civil Liberties. Mr. King: was cited for his efforts for racial 
justice and for seeking to "make Mississippi part of the USA again". The 
College is maintained by the United Church of Christ. Mr. King was the 

first non-Catholic selected for the annual award. 


i. 
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* * % 
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A three-member delegation of the Lutheran Church of Finland, led by 
Archbishop Dr. Martii Simojoki, is making a ten-day visit to Hungary. 
The visit is a reciprocal one; in 1961 a delegation of the Evangelical 
Church in Hungary visited Finland. 


% * %* 


The 7Oth anniversary of the founding of the Hungarian Baptist Chureh paper 
Bekehirnok has been marked with commemorative events in Budapest. The 
paper, started 1895 with 500 copies, has a present circulation of 5,500. 


* & * 


The United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) is compiling an official 
record of its history. The church was established in June, 1940, after 
years of negotiation, with the union of more than 30 denominations. 
However, since it took place in the period just prior to the Pacific wen, 
charges have been levellicd in some quarters that it owes its origin mainly 
to government pressure. The history will include official records and 
data relevant to its formation, as well as an objective account of its 
development since. It is expected to be ready for publication before the 
church's nextGeneral Assembly in 1966. 


* * * 


Revision of the ceremony at which new recrnits are inducted into Swedish 
military forces is under study. <A report said the present ceremony, . . 
which involves regimental prayers, is required because "in certain circles" 
it was believed it involved a problem of religious liberty. It said the 
new ceremony would be framed in such a way as "not to arouse any religious 
misgivings". 

Teh ae % * 


The Anglican Archbishop of Perth, the Most Rev. George Appleton, hes 
concluded an eight day tour of aboriginal stations to seek co-operation 
of agriculturists, medical men, and government representatives in a new 
plan of mission training. The aim of the plan is to train aboriginals so 
they can compete in careers with white workers. The Archbishop said he 
saw the possibility of seminary-trained aboriginal clergy. within ten years. 


* * * 


Representatives of the two opposed groups in the Church o Sweden cy the 
question of the ordination of women met recently for discussion near . 
Stockholm under the chairmanship of the Archbishop Gunner Hultgren. A 
statement issued at the conclusion of the meeting said the cornfczrence had 
involved an exchange of experiences and views but had not been intended 
to lead to any decision. It said discussions took place in "a spirit of 
candour and trust", 


% * * 
The Danish Missionary Society has appealed for 42 new missionaries for its 
work in Arcot in India; Adé, Tanzania; and Formosa. The list originated 


through the young churches specifying their needs and making it clear that 
they need help from their sister churches in the. West. 


* * * 
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Five thousand Hungarian Bibles have been given to Hungarian-speaking 
Christians living in Gzechoslovakia. The project was sponsored by the 
Hungarian committee of the American Bible Socicty. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic Church will open a seminary in Bhopal, India to train 
priests to carry on dialogue with some of India's non-Christian religions. 

To be known as the Institute for Oriental and Social Studies, it will provide 
selected priests with a course of study on Hinduism, Islam, and the tribal 
religions of India as well as on Catholic principles governing a dialogue 
with non-Christian religions. 


* * * 


Justice William Lawless, of the New York State Supreme Court, has ruled that 
Black Muslim prisoners in New York have the same legal right to worship 
together in jail as other inmates. The justice ordered prison officials 

to permit Muslim prisoners to hold religious services in small groups under 
guard supervision. He said the state must seek to "maintain the delicate 
balance between prison security and the free exercise of religion". Worship 
services by Muslim inmates had been banned by State Correction Commissioner 
Paul McGinnis. He maintained that Black Muslims are members of a group 
advocating race violence and that Muslim prisoners seek to break down 
discipline. 


* * %* 


A comprehensive listing of contemporary literature dealing with the ecumenical 
movement has been completed for the Faith and Order department of the 

National Council of Churches, (USA). The 80-page document called "The 
Ecumenical Movement in Bibliographical Outline", presents "books, monographs, 
and pamphlets in outline form, thereby both introducing the literature and 
presenting the diversity of the movement". Most of the materials included 
have been published within this century. It is primarily concerned with 

works published in English. 


AG % % 


A new five-storey centralized vocational] training centre being erected in 
Hong Kong by the Lutheran World Federation at a cost of $500,000 is 
expected to be ready for opening on May 1. Applications for the initial 13 
courses are already being accepted. To begin with, 400 of the most needy 
and promising applicants are to be admitted, but eventually total enrolment 
will be about 1,000. 


* * Ay 


Mrs. Hilde Lewerenz of Bad Doberav has been named the first woman president 
of a Lutheran Church Synod in Germany. The Lutheran Church of Mecklenburg, 
East Germany, named her as Synod president at its recent meeting. . 
Mrs. Lewerenz is a practicing attorney. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Message from the Presidents of the World Council of Churches 
"YOU WILL RECEIVE POWER" 


When the apostles were all together, they asked Jesus: "Lord, 
is this the time when you are going to establish once again 
the sovereignty of Israel? He answered: "It is not for you to 
know about dates or times which the Father has set within His 
own control. But you will receive power when the.Holy Spirit 
comes upon yous and you will bear witness for me in Jerusalen, 
and all over Judea and Samaria, and away to the end of the 
earth." (Acts 1:6-8) 


These men have learned to know Jesus as Lord. They believe in His resur- 
rection. They understand that His death was not defeat but victory over 
all that enslaves and destroys men, But they want to know what this is 
going to mean in practice. Does it mean the Kingdom of God now? Does it 
mean that we are on the winning side, and we shall forthwith see the 
enemies of God put to flight? 


Jesus tells them plainly that God has not given us the timetable for His 
campaign. We simply do not know what are the limits of human life - for 
good or for ill. But God is going to give them something more important. 
He is going to give them His Spirit, who will empower them to be His 
witnesses to the ends of the earth. When this Spirit comes, they will 
become the evidences to the whole world that Jesus reigns, and that evil 
is doomed and on the way out, 


That promise was fulfilled at Pentecost. In a mighty outpouring of divine 
power, these doubting disciples were transformed into living signs of the 
reign of Christ over the whole earth. Out from Jerusalem they went, 
reaching for the farthest corner of the world, a great movement of 
resistance against the established powers of evil, living torches to 
illuminate the night with certainty of a new day to come, 


The Church today is losing much of the power that it had when it was an 
accepted and honoured part of the established order. Very many Christians 
today live scattered in small groups, minorities without political power. 
In this, they are nearer to the Christians of the first century than to 
those of the 19th. 


(more) 


But God has never cancelled the promise or withdrawn the gift He gave at 
Pentecost. That power is always available to the church which wants it 
enough to pay the price. The price is to be made utterly one with the Lord 
Jesus Christ - one with His humiliation in order to be one with His victory. 
The power is power to believe and to help others to believe, power to hope 
without wavering to the end, power to love to the limit, power to make 
peace, to work for justice and reconciliation between men. It is the power 
of the coming Kingdom, given to us now. It is the pledge of glory. And it 

is offered to all who ask. . 


We ask you, then, to join with us at this season of Pente.ost, in praying 
the Lord to fill the whole Church afresh with the power of His Spizit, so 
that it may be His witness to the ends of the earth, 
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SIX USA CHURCHES AGREE TO 
DRAW UP UNION PROPOSALS 


(Lexington, Ky) - Fifty-four delegates of six churches, which together 
represent a third of all Protestants in the USA, have agreed to draw up 
"the outline of a possible plan of union". They also invited three Negro 
communions to join thems; these churches have announced their willingness 
to do so, 


The "Consultation on Church Union" instructed a special commission, which 
will be made up of one person from each participating church, "to create 
«ss &- possible plan of union which covers all the major, points which in 
the commission's opinion should be the basis for a united church truly 
catholic, truly reformed, and truly evangelical'", 


It said the commission should present the plan to the consultations next 
plenary ‘session, scheduled May, 1966,"in the expectation that a decision 
may be made.at that meeting regarding the next steps toward union". 


The’ six churches presently involved in the discussions which have .been 
underway for the past three years are: the Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ), the Evangelical United Brethren Church, The Methodist Church, 
The Episcopal Church, The United Church of Christ, and The United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. peg ae 

The three Negro churches which have indicated they will join the 
discussions are: The Christian Methodist Episcopal Churches, the African 
Methodist: Episcopal’ Church, and the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church,. with some 2,500,000 members among them. 


Ten other North American churches also had observer-consultants. at the 
mecting. The consultation says it would welcome word from any of these 
other, churches "that it desires an invitation to appoint a member to the 
special commission" to outline a plan of union "provided that such church 
expresses at the same time its desire to become a participant in the 
consultation". 


A statement issued by the consultation declared the delegates are “now 
able “to “imagine a united Church embracing the heart of all our varying 
traditions and ‘binding ‘in visible unity companies of Christian people who 
for generations have been led in separate ways. by conscience and our 
separate readings of the Gospel". POY 


An especially significant action of the consultation was agreement on a 
report.on qgne of the most controversial barriers to Christian unity - 
problems involving the inclusion of the historic episcopate in a united 
church. He OM eee . i 


Approved by consensus, the report declared that in a united church the 
historic’episcopate “will be gratefully accepted as a gift: of God serving 
in union with other appropriate agents, to authorize the ministry of Word 
and Sacrament". 
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This would mean that representatives of the whole church - possibly 
including lay persons - will participate with bishops in the ordination 
of ministers. 


"A major purpose of episcopal ordination", the report said, "has been to 
provide continuity in ministry. Gonscious of its historic significance, 

we see in it an clement of high value for the ordering of the ministxry’.in 
the united church, and believe that it will be a means used by God to 
effect for this church the continuity of the church's ordaining ministry". 


To maintain "continuity", the report said, “ordination in the united church 
will be effected by prayer with the laying on of hands, a rite used in each 
of our respective churches, A minister of the united church to be properly 
ordained would be so acknowledged by those already ordained". 


The consultation is the outgrowth of a call for greater effort toward 
Christian unity made in 1960 by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk 
(@hief executive officer) of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


Dr. Blake, commenting upon the actionsof this meeting hailed them as "a 
major step forward... We have finished the initial job of exploring and 
are beginning the job of construction", he said. EPS, Geneva 


DELTY MINISTRY FIGHTS 
EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION 


(Edwards, Miss.) - The Commission on the Delta Ministry has set sights for 
the project on a broad-scale campaign against employment discrimination.in 
Mississippi. 


Meeting here, the commission approved a drive to correct hiring abuses in 
existing Mississippi companies, improve job policies of industries planning 
to locate in the state, and attract firms with non-discriminatory hiring 
rules. ; 


Specifically the commission endorsed a staff recommendation that Sears, 
Roebuck and Co. patrons refuse to buy rugs made by Mohasco Industries, of 
New York, because its Mississippi plant. discriminates against Negroes, 


Local men and women, with the support of the Delta Ministry and civil 
rights workers, have been picketing the Mohasco plant which is located in 
Greenville, Miss., since the first of February in protest against a 10- 
year-long failure by the plant to Dive, ap..to; a pledge to hire Negro women. 
Several hundred Negro men are on the 1100-person work force, but there are 
only a few Negro women. there, all of whom reportedly were hired this year. 


The daily demonstrations have been peaceful, but two dozen people, including 
a Delta Ministry staffer, were arrested recently in a dispute over the 
approach route to the plant. a 


The Delta Ministry is a long-term social, cultural, and educational, as well 

as economic, effort by the National Council of Churches to come to grips 

with deprivation among Mississippi's poor. Funds and personnel to support 
the projects have been appealed for through the World Council of Churches, 


The Commission meeting was held in conjunction with the official opening of 

the Mount Beulah Christian Centre as the Ministry's conference and training | 
- centre. The Centre has been leased to the Ministry by the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) for a yearly rental of RIO mPS, Ceneva 
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JOINT wec/RC MEETING DISCUSSES 
MISSION WORK OF THE CHURCHES 


(Cret Bérard, Switzerland) - Theoretical and practical issues in the 
contemporary mission of the churches in the light of recent developments 
were the subject of a six-day informal joint meeting here of members of the 
Roman Catholic Church and members of constitutent churches of the World 
Council of Churches. 


A communiqué issued at the meeting's conclusion said the 20 participants 
were "conscious that the divisions between the churches and the resulting 
rivalry stand in the way of the proclamation of the Gospel and make it 
difficult for men.to come to Christ". 


It said the consultation considexed the possibilities of joint study 
and research of ways in which "the missionary work of all the churches 
may more effectively make Christ known". 


It added that porticipants had expressed the hope that further discussions 
and study of the subject would be possible. 


The meeting was arranged by the Division of World Mission and Evangelism © 
of the World Council of Churches in consultation with the Vatican 
secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity. 


It was the second such joint meeting of WCC and Roman Catholic leaders 

held in recent weeks. The first, March 28 = 31, dealt with guestions of 
Christian responsibility in society. Both meetings had been arranged prior 
to the announcement in February that a joint working group of Roman 
Catholics and World Council representatives would be formed to discuss 
ecumenical cooperation. . 


Participants from WOC member churches in this meeting were: The Reverend 
Principal Miguez Bonino; United Theological College, Buenos Aires, 
Methodist; Archpriest Vitaly Borovoi, Representative of Moscow Patriarchate, 
to the WCC, Geneva, Orthodox; Prof. Dr. H. W. Gensichen, University of 
Heidelberg, Lutheran; The Rev. Jean Kotto, general secretary, Eglise 
Evangélique du Cameroun, Reformed: Bishop Leslie Newbigin, WCC, Geneva, 
United; The Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles, East Asia Christian Conference, Ceylon, 
Methodist; President Jacques Rossel, Basel Mission, Switzerland, Reformed; 
The Right Rev. John Sediq,-Bishop of Nagpur, Anglican; The Rev. Dr. Eugene 
L. Smith, WCC, New York, Methodist; The Rev. Dr. Lucas Vischer, WCC, Geneva 
Reformed; Archimandrite Anastasie Yanoulatos, Inter-Orthodox Missionary 
Centre, Greece, Orthodox. 


Participants from the Roman Catholic Church were: The Most. Rev. Joseth 
Blomjous, W.F., Bishop of Mwanza; The Rev. J. Cuog, Rome; The Rev. P. Josef. 
Glazik, MSC, University, Munster; The: Very Rev. Joseph Gremillion, 
National Catholic Welfare Gonference, USA; Phe Rev. M. J. LeGuillou O.P., 
ISTINA, Paris; The Very Rev. Gerard Mahon, Superior General, Mill Hill 
Fathers, London; The -Rev. Joseph Neuner, S.J., de Nobili Colege, Poona; 
The Thomas F. Stransky CSP, Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, Rome; 
The Very Rev. John Vodopivic, Collegio Propaganda Fide, Rome. . 

EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN RC HIERARCHY REJECT 
JOINT WORSHIP SERVICES 


(Berlin) - The Roman Catholic hierarchy in Germany has issued a statement 
cautioning the faithful against participation in joint worship services 
with non-Catholics.e However, they did not prohibit joint prayer services 
held in rooms not normally used for worship. 


The statement stressed that all care must be taken to avoid giving the 
impression of a fellowship which does not exist and thereby causing 
confusion among the people. 


The bishops also rejected "ecumenical services such as those recently | 
conducted in other countries and occasionally copied in Germany with great 
publicity through the press and TV" because "they blur the borderline 
between permitted and desired intercession and worship services proper". 


The bishops also gave a directive for Roman Catholic relations with members 
of Orthodox churches in view of the large number of migrant labourers of 
the Orthodox faith living in Germany. 


They said that Catholic churches should be placed at the disposal of 
Orthodox priests for services of the Orthodox rite and trate 2iv or the Toxtwiten 
to attend Roman Catholic services or to receive the Sacraments they should 
be "gladly admitted". EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH CATHOLICS ARE POLLED ON 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, BIRTH CONTROL 


(Madrid) - Spanish lay opinion is veering in favour of complete freedom of 
worship for non-Catholics - as well as birth control, provided it is 
practiced in a form authorized by the Roman Catholic.Church, according to 
a sample poll taken here. 


Results of the poll, conducted in February by the Spanish Institute of. 
Public Opinion, were released here last week. A total of 860 Madrid residents 
of whom 98 per cent were Catholics took part. They were made up of an | 
equal number of men and women. 


Regarding freedom of worship for non-Catholics, 48 per cent said all 
religions should enjoy equal rights. 15 per cent thought non-Catholics 
should enjoy private worship rights; 13 per cent held that only Catholic 
worship should be allowed; 9 per cent would permit non-Catholics the right 
of public worship, but ban "proselytizing". Another 15 per cent replied 

"T don't know". 


58 per cent of the total interviewed said that "the unity of the church 
must be achieved ... even if it is necessary to concede certain important 
principles". ) 

On birth control 31 per cent held that birth control should be permitted 

so long as the methods were sanctioned by the church. 26 per oent said that 
in cases of grave danger, any method of birth control should be allowed. 


Fifteen per cent said birth control should not be permitted at all. The 
remainder did not reply or answered, "I don't know". EPS, Geneva 
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HUNGARIAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
NAMES OTTLYK GENERAL SECRETARY 


(Budapest) - Dr. Ernd Ottlyk, professor of church history at the Lutheran 
Theclogical Academy here, has become. the general secretary of the Ecumenical 
Council of Churches in Hungary. 


The 47-year-old Lutheran churchman was elected at the council's annual 
meeting in March to succeed Dr. Ferenc Kenéz, a Reformed pastor. 


In another action the meeting sent a letter to US Negro integrationist 
leader, Dr. Martin Luther King, expressing solidarity with him in his fight 
for racial justice. It also sent cables to the family and church of the 
Rev. James J. Reeb, the Unitarian minister murdered in Selma, Alavama, 
where he had gone to participate in the freedom marches. EPS, Geneva 


FELLOWSHIP OF LEAST COIN ALLOCATES 
$50,000 TO PROJECTS AROUND THE WORLD 


(Singapore) - Funds totalling $50,000 given by Christian women around the 
world to the Fellowship of the Least Coin are being distributed to a wide 
variety of projects this year. 7 


The 25 projects being aided range from support of families of political 
prisoners in South Africa, to a farm project in Bolivia. They include the 
Delta Ministry in Mississippi, USA, a project of the USA churches to upgrade 
living conditions and secure racial justice in that are: ; as well as the 
outreach work of evangelical churches in Spain. .In Asia the funds will 
support a Sunday School for the blind in Pakistan and subsidize the puzchase 
of eyuipment for prison chaplains in New Zealand. . 


The Fellowship was started eight years ago as a means by which Christian 
women around the world, whatever their economic status, could combine their 
efforts and resources for programmes of evangelism, relief, and rehabil- 
itation. ~The Fellowship asks each participant to contribute the "least 

coin" in her purse every month "in an act of worship and intercessory prayer". 
Started by Asian church women, the Fellowship now has international and 
interdenominational support. EPS, Geneva 


WSCF. PLANS NEW. PUBLICATION 
FOR AFRICAN STUDENTS: 


(Kitwe, Zambia) - Plans for a new magazine for African students to be 
published by the World Student Christian Federation, have been announced 
here. 


To appear three times a year, with editions in both English and French, - 
it will be titled Presence (Pr sence). 6 


The Rev. William H. Crane, a Presbyterian US missionary and WSCF's Africa 
-gecoretary,* who.will serve as editor, said it will include articles on 
provocative subjects of particular interest to African students, news of 
student Christian activities based on reports of national correspondents 
in some. 24 countries, Bible studies, and letters to the editor, as well as 
photographs and art work. 


Subject of the first issue, slated for publication this fall, is "The 
Christian in the African University". The second issue will deal with 
"The Christian Sense of Revolution". Topic of the third will be "Are Our 
Churches Really Independent?" 


Funds for publication through to the end of this year have been assured by 
WSCF's Ecumenical Assistance Programme. Additional resources are being 
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SO. AFRICAN NEWSPAPER CRITICAL 
OF CHURCH POSITION ON OVERSEAS STUDY 


(Johannesburg) - In an editorial titled "®he Church Timorous", ; 

The (Johannesbur StaB, has taken sharp issue with fears expressed by 
leaders of the Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk that theology students who 
study abroad will be "brainwashed" and will return with "new and sometimes 
revolutionary ideas", { 


Noting that the church was specifically concerned in the realm of race 
relations, it asked: "Has the Church so little faith in its own inter- 
pretation of thé Scriptures that it fears the views of other Christians 
quite as sincere and dedicated? It is so unchristianly arrogant as to 
believe that it is alone the repogitory of the ultimate truth in these 
matters. 


",., The impression this fear of new. ideas, and of the narrow-mindedness 
which is its concomitant, inevitably creates elsewhere in Christendom is 
of a-church.embattled and isolated, fearful and of little faith, 
suspicious and too weak to encounter differing ideas. 


"This picture belies the Dutch Reformed Church's great record in the 
mission field in Africa as well as its ministrations. at home, and the men 
and influences which are producing such an image are doing the gravest 
injustice. ~A faith which is not tested in battle and renewed by constant 
contact with and: inspiration from outside is likely in time, to wither | 
and die." EPS, Geneva. 


CLERGY MORE LIBERAL THAN 
LAITY, UNITED CHURCH FINDS 


(Toronto) - Ministers of the United Church of Canada tend to be more 
liberal on social issues than lay members, and vastly more so than laymen 
realize, according to results of a year-long study completed here. 


Information for the study came from extensive questionnaires returned by 
1,708 lay members, 247 ministers, and 209 congregations. The project was’ 
directed by the Rev. Steward Crysdale, assistant secretary of the @hurch's 
Board of Evangelism and Social Service. 


Eighty-one per cent of the ministers favoured a tax-supported "medicare" 
plan operated by the government; 64 per cent of the laymen supported it. 


Only 45 per cent of the laity, but 84 per cent of the ministers, approved 
a substantial increase in Canadian aid to developing nations. BHighty- 
eight per cent of denominational officials approved this policy. 


Laymen, who were 7O-per cent in favour of permitting dancing in chureh 
halls, believed that only 49 per cent of the clergy would approve. 
Actually, 84 per cent of the ministers approved. 


On censorship of movies and books, 51 per cent of the laymen approved, si 
44 per cent thought their ministers would, while 57 per cent of the clergy 
actually did. EPS, Geneva 
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USA CHURCHES MOVE TO STRENGTHEN 
NATION'S NEGRO COLLEGES 


(Philadelphia) - Steps to strengthen and fully integrate church-related 
Negro colleges in the USA were taken by the first national consultation ie 
officials of these institutions held here under auspices of the National. 
Council of Churches. 


The two-day session appointed a steering committee which will start work 
immediately to formulate specific action for recommendations based on 
suggestions of the consultation's workshop sessions and discussions. 


Speakers called for a variety of measures ranging from a union of 25 of 
the colleges to a national "master plan" with a general staff to coordinate 
p:licy, experimentation, and financing. 


Attending the meeting were representatives of 34 predominantly Negro 
church-related. colleges -most of whieh are located in the South and were. 
founded in the 19th century by northern white Protestant churches - and by 
leaders of the churches which support them. EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIAN, REFORMED CHURCHES 
IN USA SEEK MISSION COORDINATION 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - Closer. cooperation in their world mission efforts ie 
being sought. by representatives of three Presbyterian : and Rezornet 
denominations in the USA. 


Mission agencies of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, the 
Presbyterian Church US (Southern), and the Reformed Church in America 
are seeking ways to coordinate their work in these areas: 


recruiting, placement and training of missionaries; personnel and 

financial askings from fields in which two or more of the denominations 

are represented; common salary scales in countries where missionaries of 

two or more of the churches are at work; a common approach to policies 

with respect to turning over property re a aetna: church; and joint 
use of long range strategy. 


They also are exploring ways to work cooperatively in leadership 
development and the possibility of using a joint office in nations where two 
or more of them have missionaries. EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL ORDERS PRIEST TO cUT 
TIE WITH "TRADITIONALIST" MOVEMENT 


(Emmitsburg, Ma ) - Father Gommar A. De Pauw, leader of the Roman cabholrs 
Tradit#onalist Movement, announced here he has disassociated himself ‘from 
the movement on the direct order of his phaser eat Lawrence Cand ine oheban's 
Archbishop of Baltimore. 


The movement, which had received international publicity, was outspokenly 
critical of revisions in the Roman Catholic liturgy. (EPS'No. 12) 


Father De Pauw said he would now "return to the obscurity of a simple 
priest, trying to do God's work". As a priest, he added, "I can do nothing 
put obey". EPS, Geneva 
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POPE MAY ALTER MARRIAGE CANONS 
FOR NON-ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Rome) - Vatican sources here report Pope Paul VI will issue a "motu 
proprio" or personal administrative decree revising the Roman Catholic 
Church's laws on mixed marriages, 


Press reports quoted a Vatican official as saying however the decree would 
not be published for some time. He said a committee assigned by the Pope 
to study church laws on marriage was still at work reviewing the section 
-on marriage of the 46-year-old code of canon law. 


It was indicated one of the chief revisions would be the elimination of 
the signed pledges by the non-Catholic partner to create no obstacles for 
the Catholic in his or her practice of Catholicism and to raise and 
educate the children as Roman Catholics. ; 

Under the pending changes the non-Catholic would make no promises, Instead 
the Catholic would promise orally to see to the Catholic rearing of the 
children and remain steadfast in his or her beliefs while respecting the 
religious convictions of the non-Catholic spouse, at EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES IN NORTH INDI/. UNION 
PLAN MEET FOR STUDY 


(Nasak, India) - Forty-six delegates from the five churches in the 

Maharashtra and Gjuarat areas involved. in the plan of Church Union in North 
India and Pakistan met here recently to discuss "What We Believe and How We 
Worship". Also present were observers and speakers from five other churches. 


The three major morning talks dealt with aspects of the sacraments of 
.. infant and believers baptism, respectively, and with intercommunion. 


The meeting recommended that the possibility of con-celebration of 
communion should be considered as an acceptablé means of inter-communion 
before union. Findings of the meeting will be circulated to participating 
churches for study. EPS, Geneva 


POPE'S STATUS AS !PRESIDING BISHOP! 
THEME OF ARCHBISHOP!S TALK ON UNION 


(Wellington, N.Z.) - An Anglican magazine here reported that the Archbishop 
of Canterbury feels that union with Rome aould mean acceptance of the 
Bishop of Rome as a presiding bishop of the Christian world without 
accepting the Catholic doctrine of infallibility. 


Church and People reported on the comments of Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, 
who. visited New Zealand in Marche - It .cnid he added,.. however, that on the 
Roman side there would need to be modification both of the doctrine of 
infallibility and of Mariological doctrine as being "required to be 
believed". . 


The Archbishop also predicted that the Church of England would be in 
communion with the Methodist Church in England in a few years - and united 
with: 2t in, tO on le years. 3 . EPS, Geneva 


No. 13 - 14th April, 1965 10 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH GROUPS 
HELP HACH OTHER 


(Geneva) - A Christian youth group in Africa has sent funds to aid youth 
work in India - and an Indonesian group has contributed for work in Africa. 


The gifts were made as part of World Youth Projects, a joint programme of 
the World Council of Churches and World Council of Christian Education. 


The gift from Africa of $249 was sent by the Youth Board of the Anglican 
Church of the Province of Uganda, Rwanda, and Burundi to aid in support 
of-a full time youth worker for the Youth Committee of the National 
Christian Council of India. 


The gift of $110 from Indonesia came from the Youth Commission of that 
nation's Council of Churches and will go towards the establishment of a 
"nucleas committee for youth work" to be set up under auspices of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches. 


Requesting totaling $47,000 for the aid of 47 youth projects around the 
world are listed in the 1965.World Youth Projects directory. The majority 
are for aid in paying the salaries and programme expenses for youth 
workers or for financing youth worker training courses. To .date funds 
totalling $25,000 have been contributed. EPS, Geneva 


HIGH COURT REVERSES CONVICTION 
OF CLERICAL FREEDOM RADERS 


(Washington, Dacia - A one-sentence, unsigned order issued here by the US 
Supreme Court reversed the conviction of 11 Freedom Riders - four white 
ministers, three Negro ministers and four Negro students - attempting to 
integrate a bus station lunch counter in Montgomery, Ala., in May, 1961. 


The conviction, on charges of breach of the peace and unlawful assembly, 
which carried with it sentences of 30 days at hard labour and a fine of 
$100 each, was appealed on the grounds that it violated various provisions 
of the US Constitution. The defendants said these included equal 
protection, interstate commerce, freedom of speech, assembly, and 
religion, and due process. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


According to a recent decree by President Sukarno, any attack or calumny 
against a religion officially recognized by the Indonesian government will 
be considered a crime from now on. Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, — 
Hinduism, and Confucianism are the officially recognized religions in 
Indonesia. . 


* * * 


Pope Paul VI has established a Vatican Secretariat for Non-Believers and 
named Franz Cardinal Koenig, Archbishop of Vienna, as its president. A 
Vatican spokesman said the term "non-believer" would be: understood -to.. 

. embrace atheists, Communists,: skeptics, and agnostics. He said the 
Secretariat would have "a predominantly pastoral purpose". 


% * * 
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The Lower Chamber of the Philippine Parliament has approved a HELE 
authorising the appointment of teachers of religious education in state 
schools by priests, pastors, or ministers of the various. confessions. The bil 
was adopted by 63 votes to 6, with 3 abstentions. It now must be submitted 


to the Upper House. 
) Sa tain 


Monseigneur Jan WillebrandS Secretary of the Vatican Seoretariat for 
Christian Unity, has conducted the Confirmation service for about 100 
members of the "Petite Eglise" in Bressuire, France . The "Petite Bglise" 
has abéut 3,000 members in the West of France and in the district around 
Lyons. Its members are descended from the Catholics who rejected the 
Concordat between Napoleon I and Pope Pius VII in the 19th century. Their 
last priest died in 1847 and ever since the church has lived without any 
clergy. However, it considers itself to be "seenuinely Catholic". In 1964 
Cardinal Bea went to Bressuire to discuss with "Petite Eglise" leaders the 
question of its full re-integretion into the Roman Catholic Church, 


* * * 


A new Bible house has been dedicated in Teheran, Iran, at a service 
attended by representatives of the Armenian Apostolic Churches, the Russian 
Orthodox Church, and the Nestorian Church ef the Hast, as well as of 
several Protestant churches. 


* * * 


/ 5 


An integrated chureh has been established-in Miami, Fla., (USA) in the 
building vacated by a white congregation that disbanded when the surrounding 
community hecame predominantly Negro. The new congregation, one of the first 
in Miami to be started as an integrated body, is a project of the Everglades 
Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (Southern). The new church 
~ not yet named - will be integrated not only for Sunday worship services 
but also for its week-day programme of community service. 


* * * 


The Rev. James L. Barkénquast of Philadelphia, a pastor in’ the Lutheran 
Church in America, has left for a three-year tour in Moscow as Protestant 
chaplain to its English-speaking community. Mr. Barkenquast is the second 
American Protestant clergyman assigned to serve in Moscow, He succeeds the 
Rev. Donald V. Roberts of the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. The 
spesial ministry, launched in November 1962, is supported by these: two 
churches, as well as by two others - the American Baptist Convention and 
the Protestant Episcopal Church - and is coordinated by the National 
Gouncil of Churches «, 


ahs * * 


Nineteen Episcopalians, 15 Presbyterians, and 16 Roman Catholics joined in 
a recent weekend retreat in St. Louis, (USA) held under official auspices 
of their churches. | 


x %*. * 


Freedom of worship and freedom to evangelise are items on the agenda of a 
committee set up by the Round Table Conference of political parties in the 
Sudan. The committee includes three delegates from the North and three 
from the South. 
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The Pennsylvania Council of Churches and the Jewish Community Relations 
Council of Greater Philadelphia (USA) have joined forces to press 
‘opposition to legislation which would permit the use .of public funds for 
bus transportation, on established routes, for parochial school students... 
A spokesman for the group said that public "financial support is a 
forerunner of policy influence and control" of the schools. 
~* ¥ * 

{ ‘ : f 
The Tanzanian Government has outlawed the Jehovah's Witnesses, Anyone 
taking part in their activities will be liable to prosecution, Jehovah's 
Witnesses have been in conflict with the authorities in several Afrioan 
countries. In Malawi last-year they refused to register for the general 
elections, and in Liberia and Ghana they have refused to salute the flag 
and abstained from communal work. 


* * * 


A bill comune ‘the Bahati religious sect to perform marriage ceremonies 
was passed by the North Carolina (USA) Legislature. It allows the group's 
spiritual leaders, who are not ordained ministers, to conduct marriages in 
the state. The measure was offered at the request of members of Baha'li, 
who said members married by their spiritual leaders had to have the ceremony 
repeated before a civil official, ; 


x * * 


The Rev. Frank L. Hutchinson of New York has been named Church World 
Service director in Southern Asia. He will be responsible for relief and 
rehabilitation programmes in Burma, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, the . 
Philippines,and Thailand. Mr. Hutchinson has been associated with CWS .. e 
since 1956, handling research projects and directing emergency relief | 
projects in Asia, Africa, the Near Hast} and Kurope. CSW is the overseas. 
aid agency of USA Protestant. and Orthodox churches. 


% REA hae 


Cooperation within the denomination and church discipline were main themes 
of talks and discussion at a recent two-day conference of Baptist pastors 
and lay workers in Warsaw. Fifty-one persons, ee eS churches 

RSE ROM ws the OUR Ties attended the meeting. 


* * % 


The council of the European Baptist Mission Society has accepted an 
invitation from national Baptists and missions in Sierra Leone to send a 
missionary. couple to work among Mambolo and Samu tribes in the north western 
part of the West African country. The new mission field, with a population 
of 75,000, is described by European Baptist Mission Society secretary 
Herbert Mascher of Bad Homburg, Germany as "entirely without the gospel". 


* * * 


Three hundred persons took part in ecumenical meetings held recently in 
Santa Clara, Cuba. The meetings were held successively in the Roman 
Catholic, the Episcopal, and the Methodist churches. Involved in addition 
to clergy and members of these churches were those of the Baptist, 
Evangelical Association, Nazarene, Pentecostal, and Presbyterian churches.. 
EPS, Geneva 
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ALL CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS IN BURMA 
TAKEN OVER BY GOVERNMENT 


(Rangoon) - All Christian schools in Burma have been taken over by the Revo- 
lutionary Government ss a part of its social revolution, Effective April i, 
129 private schcols in various parts of the country were nationalized bv the 
state, among them 85 Christian schools, most of them long-established insti- 
tutions and some more than 100 years old. 


Roman Catholic schools aff:cted numbered 49; Baptist, 16; Anglican (Church 
of England), 10; Methodist, 7; and interdenominational, 3. Other schools 
taken over included Chinese, 16; Indian, 6; Buddhist, 3; and other 
privately-run schocls, 19. 


The Methodist English High School of Rangoon, established in 1882 and one of 
the largest schools in the country with a student body of more than 4,400 and 
a staff of 123 teachers, was renamed State High School No. 1 Dagon. . From 
now on, the school staff will be working in cooperation with the Army chair- 
man of the Dagon Security and Administrative Council, the Divisional Inspec. 
tor of Svnools, and an Assistant Education Research Officer. These officials 
will be in charge of all aspects of running the school, Similar arrangements 
have been made for the other schools taken over. 


The Education Minist:iry has announced that this move was a first step towards 
the ultimate nationalization of all 883 private schools in the country. The 
remaining schools are mostly smaller ones run by private individuals or 
groups; practically all of the-schools established by Christian missionaries 
were included an , the Aprih. 1 nationalization. 


The Ministry spokesman explained that the nationalization was effected to 
enable establishment of a uniform system of education in all the nation's 
schools. He said’ the state must take the responsibility of education of the 
working people's «hildren- in the new stage of social development. 

EPS, Geneva 


LIBERALS IN SWEDEN, - FINLAND 
URGE CHURCH-STATE SEPARATION. 


(Stookholm) ~ Organizatioas which call themselves liberal associations are 
actively campaigning for the separation of church and state in both Sweden 
and Finland, countries in which the Lutheran Church has national statue, 


A students! association in Sweden has issued a plea to this effect, arguing 
that it was wrong:for:the state to be "allied with a confession" and for the 
church to be "subordinate to the state". It said that for all Swedes to 

be incorporated into the same confession by birth and infant baptism was 
“anus. ger ad ts EO ad 

In Finland,-.an atheist free-thinkers! association is seeking to have the 
present religious instruction in the schools replaced by lessons providing 


information about ali rel Fee end by a non~ et eae type of moral 
teaching.» «= « te ey Dae ea, HPS, Geneva 
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VALIDITY OF PROTESTANT BAPTISM 
DEFENDED BY ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST 


(Stemienie, Mo.) - Baptisms by Episcopalians, Lutherans, and many other 
Protestant groups should be accepted by the Roman Catholic Church as valid, 
a member of the Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity said here. 


Father George H. Tavard, A.A., said it could be a sacrilege for priests to 
rebaptize someone they were reasonably sure was already baptized. 


He said Catholics must accept baptism in Protestant churches at its face 
value and overcome their scruples about its validity. | 


Speaking at a workshop on modern catechetics at Maryville College of the 
Sacred Heart here, the French-born priest said the question of validity of. 
the previous baptism, while important, wasn't any more important than the 
possibility of committing sacrilege by attempting to baptize twice. 


"The practice of conditional baptism, to me, is a peculiar one", Father 
Tavard said. "T must say that I myself have never rebaptized anyone. yi 
have very strong feelings against it, ence: Rie tn 


"Any conditional baptism exposes the ritual that we use to non-validity - to 
nullity. For if we are wrong in thinking that the previous baptism was not 
valid, the baptism we are attempting to give will not be valid. And expos- 
ing a sacrament to the possibility of non-validity I understand to be a 
sacrilege. No priest can give a sacrament if he thinks it is’not valid, 
and it is a sacrilege to do so." 


Father Tavard!s position was supported by Msgr. William Baun, executive 
secretary of the new US Bishops! Commission for Ecumenical Affairs, who said 
it had been the "unwavering practice of the Roman Church" to accept the 
validity of baptism performed by other Christians, provided the Trinitarian 
formula expressed in St. Matthew was followed. 


"The Holy See has consistently taken this stand, right from the days of the 
debates between St. Cyprian and the Roman Pontiffs", Msgr. Baum said. 
: EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH CHURCH REPORT SEEKS NEW 
LAWS ON SALE OF CONTRACEPTIVES 


(The Hague) - The Netherlands Reformed Church's Committee on Family Problems 
has recommended to the Dutch government that it lift its ban on the sale of 
contraceptives and permit distribution through "competent hands". 


In a communiqué sent to the Ministers of Justice and of Social Affairs, the 
committee said that present laws prohibiting sale no longer "satisfy the 
demands of the present day" and that measures were urgently required "to 
check the clandestine character of (present) traffic, (which is) completely 
uncontrolled and dangerous from a moral as well as a hygenic point of view". 


The report was prepared in cooperation with the Netherlands Society Tox 
Sexual Reform and the Protestant Institution for Responsible Family 
Planning. A me 2 EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK EVANGELICAL CHURCH AFFILIATES 
WITH EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE 


(Katerini, Greece) - Participation in the European Conference of Churches 
was authorized by the General Assembly of the Greek Evangelical Church ate: 
its triennial meeting here. 


The continent-~wide interdenominational body was of Sficially: constituted ass 
an ecumenical agency by 250 delegates from 21 countries meeving on board a 
Ship off the coast of Denmark last year. (EPS No. 37) 


In another action the Greek BHvengeiical Church voted to continue its efforts 
for the re-admission to Greece of one of its pestors, the Rev. Argos 
Zodhiates, a Cypriot Greek ané a British preety who was expelled from Ir 
country in 1962. . 


Formerly pastor of the Evangelical church here - with over 600 families, Ls 
is the largest Protestant congregation in Greece = Mr. Zodhiates was termed 
"undesirable!" and "a national risk" by Greek security forces. 


Anather committer repart indicated that ane of the most persistent problems 
facing the church is recruitment and training of ministers; The chureh now 
has ministerial candidates studying in Scotlani, England, and the USA, 


The Rev. Michael Kyriakakis, pastor of First Bvangelical Church in Athens, 
was re-elected to a third term as moderator of. the General Assembly. He 
said he believed the "special task" of the Greek Evangelical Church "is to 
witness to the state church and to the Greek nation for the simple Gospel 
coi Pooks grace in Christ, in an age of confusion and negativism', 

EPS, Maes 


THEOLOGIAN SAYS NUCLEAR AGE: CREATES 
NEW TYPE OF CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR 


(Washington, Dee. A new type of conscientious lS Fa RAG one who cannot be- 
a party to the possible holocaust of the nuclear age, may have to be recog- 

nized in the future, a noted Protestant theologian told some LOO Protestant 

denominational representatives and leading military chaplaincr officials here. 


Dr. John C. Bennett, president of Union Theological Seminary, New York, ad- 
dressing the annual meeting of the General Commission on Chaplains, stressed 
the "need to rethink many of the things put upon vs ny, the nuclear ai 
before a crisis makes it too late: to think", 


The theologian, an outspoken. critic of World War II bombing of cities and 
population centres, warned that man may lose control of nuclear power and 
that huge masses of’ people could be ‘the victims of its ‘forces 7 


Aig a hile Saari a = said, "from the » Bolin: of view of the member of the universal 
Church, is morally wrong” “+ many will engage their consciences over its 
implications", 


He hailed the recent US Supreme Court decision which broadened the conscien-. 
tious objector limits to those. who oppose war for other than traditional. 
religious beliefs, but said it would take legislation, rather than a court 
order, to include as soneaienitions objectors those who have scruples against 
"unlimited war". EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER, 
CHURCHES IN DISPUTE ON VIBTNAM 


(Melbourne) - The Victoria Council of Churches has given its support to the 
statement by ten Anglican bishops protesting against Australian Prime 
Minister Sir Robert Menzies' position on the Vietnam conflict. 


The action was the latest development in a widely publicized argument started 
when the Prime Minister rejected an appeal by the bishops for Australian 
support of efforts by the United Nations and the governments of Canada, 
France, and India to éstablish negotiations to end the conflict. 


The bishops especially objected to the Prime Minister's views that the fight 
in Vietnam was "a crusade being carried out by the Christian forces of the 
'deeply religious! people of South Vietnam and the US, and presumably. . |. 
Australia, against the ‘atheistic and materialistic’ forces of North Vietnam 
and China. We find ourselves unable to make this clear moral and religious 
distinction", they said. We regard the distinction as in itself open to 
grave moral question." | vg | 


The Prime Minister has criticized the bishops for what he described as their 
"astonishing proposals" and said he and his colleagues "must decline to be. 
cast for the réles of warmongers and supporters of illicit action on the 
part of the USA or South Vietnam". He added that he did not propose to 


continue the correspondence with the bishops on the matter. EPS, Geneva 


NACCLESTASTICAL SUMMIT" 

CONFRRENCE. PROPOSED 

(Edinburgh) - The inter-church relations committee of the Church of Scotland 
has proposed that an Nocclesiastical summit" meeting be held next January 
in Edinburgh to be attended by representatives of the four Anglican and - 
Presbyterian churches which have been engaged in negotiation seeking closer 
relations. 


The four are the Church of Scotland, the Presbyterian Church of England, 
the Church of England, and the Episcopal Church in Scotland. 


The proposal will be submitted to the Church of Scotland's Assembly when it 


meets here next month, 


The Church Times. London, reported that it was understood from Scottish . 
sources. that all the negotiating bodies have agreed to the proposed confer- 
ence. . 


The committee report which was published here last week emphasized that © 
one Church, of Great Britain was neither "desirable nor practicable! .. 
because “the differences between Scotland and England are.so great". The, 
goal, it said, should be "the existence on each national soil of an autono- 
mous, administratively independent church" - the two to be in full’ sacra-' 
mental fellowship with'each other. ee 5 Hare - EPS, Geneva 
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BNGLISH METHODIST AND ANGLICAN LEADERS 
ISSUE JOINT CALL FOR PRAYER ON UNITY 


(London) - English Anglican and Methodist leaders have. issued a joint call 
for prayer as their churches approach “a critical time of discussion and. 
decision" in connection with proposals for pee ey relations between their 
churches. 


The appeal was signed by the Archbishop of Canterbury and by the Rev. ees 
Kingsley Lloyd, president of the Methodist Conference. 


It noted that in May the Convocations of the Church of England and in July . 
the Conference of the Methodist Church will meet to try to decide whether _ 
the proposals advanced thus far are acceptable as a basis for moving ahead | 
and what the next steps should be. . EPS , Geneva 


PRESBYTERIANS URGED TO PRESS CONGRESS 
FOR MORE LIBERAL IMMIGRATION LAWS 


(New York). ~ An official of the United Presbyterian Church iy the USA. has 
asked all members of the denomination to use every means possible to press - 
Congress Hei ‘revise and liberalize United States immigration laws. 


Drs Theophilus M.. Taylor, general. secretary of the church's General Bounds 
declared in a message scheduled for denominational publications that " it 
is crucial for United Presbyterians and concerned Christians of all con- 
fessions and denominations to do everything within their power to ensure 
passage" of immigration legislation now before Congressional committees. 


The: legislation referred to would phase out over a:five-year period the 
quota system based on national origins, increase the annual immigration 
total to 165,000, and eliminate discrimination against Asians. <«.. . 
. is Biel ee Me OE ; EPS, Geneva 


SPAIN LICENSES MORE 
PROTESTANT CHAPELS 


(Madrid) - - Sixteen Protestant chapels, which have been holding services for 
some time, were licensed by the Spanish government during the fae ts two MORASS 
giving’ them: aia status, instead of just being "tolerated". a 


José Cardona, a, ‘Baptist lawyer who heads the Evangelical Defence Gomi veee, 
said the action represented a continuing "thawing" of the SO StieStey atti- 
tude toward the. Protestant: minority in: the country. pana 


Nine of the. chapels belong to the seventh-day Adventists. _ Five wigan 
to the Baptists and two to the Plymouth Brethren, . 


Permission. has also been given for the reopening of a Baptist chapel at. 
santa Cruz de Tenerife in the Canary Islands. The chapel had: parkinitoaalay az! 
been ordered closed by government authorities. 


Action on a long-awaited draft law defining the legal status and rights of 
Spanish Protestants hag been deferred pending a final vote by the Vatican 
Council on its religious liberty declaration, The Councilts fourth session 
is expected to take action on the document. EPS, Geneva 
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ADVANCES REPORTED IN 
EUROPEAN LUTHERAN/REFORMED TALKS 


(Basel) - Movement toward agreement on several major issues marked the | 
second annual European Lutheran/Reformed Conversations last week, Some 

20 theologians from all over Europe took part in the meetings. Weld ula 
April 20-24 at Bad Schauenburg, near here. Joint results of the discussions 
are expected to be ready for publication next year. 


The discussion largely centred on "The Law", viewed biblically and 
historically, and treated in the light of current thinking. Major 
attention wag also given to the actual situation of Lutheran and Reformed 
hhurches in the Buropean scene. | 


The conversations are sponsored by the Faith arid Order Department of the 
World Council of Churches, in cooperation with the Lutheran World 
Federation and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. Their aim is to 
develop a series of theses on several key points of Christian faith and 
practice, eventually to be brought to the attention of the European churches. 
The conversations began with the subject, "The Word of God and the Presence 
of God"... Next year's theme: "The Church and its Confession". 

BPS, Geneva 


FRENCH CATHOLIC ACTION CRITICAL 
OF HIERARCHY'S POSITION 


(Paris) - Leaders of the French Roman Catholic Action movement have 
criticized the hierarchy's condemnation of the Roman Catholic weekly 


Témoinage Chrétien for its publication of an article by a leading 
Communist. (EPS No. 12) 


‘The movement's leaders accused the bishops of fostering an isolationist 
attitude: towards. the problems raised by Communism and of encouraging a 
"barrier of silence" instead of ca nfrontation. 


They said the bishops' condemnation, in conjunction with their recent 
dispute with leaders of the two Roman Catholic student movements, has been 
widely interpreted as political and that the working classes believe the 
bishops have "swung to the right". While this may not be true, they said, 
. this. is the impression given and it "complicates our missionary tasks 
today". - EPS, Geneva 


NORTHEAST INDIA EVANGELIST 
REPORTS 1,000 BAPTISMS IN 1964 


(Garo Hills, Northeast India) - Longri Ao, the famed Indian Baptist home 
missionary who has served the Konyak Nagas for 15 years, reported more than 
1,000 baptisms in his area in 1964. 


Speaking to the annual session of the Council of Baptist Churches in 
Northeast India, he said there were now more than 12,000 Christians among 
the Konyak Nagas. When he began work as Northeast India's first 
indigenous missionary to other tribes, there were only a handful of 
Christians in the Konyak community and he was bitterly persecuted. 


‘The convention, which now has two other home missionaries, has a. total 
membership of more than 192,000 in Assam, Manipur, and Nagaland. — 
. EPS, Geneva 
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EXCHANGE STUDENTS STRESS OBLIGATION 
TO SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES 


(Geneva) - The necessity of sharing the new experiences and insights | 
gained in a year living abroad was emphasized by an international group of 
some 30 young people, aged 17 through 20, meeting here last week to dis— 
cuss "Living Responsibly in & World of Inter-related N SOL O16. ao aa 

The week-long meeting was jointly sponsored by the International Christian 
Youth Exchange (ICYE) and the World Council of Churches! Ecumeniéal .. 
Institute. Most of the youth had participated inthe ICYE-sponsored” —.. 
programme which annually arranges for some 300 high school-age students to 
live and study in another country. - a | Senperne 


The majority of the participants, who came from. ten countries, were 


Huropean, but students from Asia, Africa, and North America also took part. | 


Conference discussions ranged from the role of youth in the ecumenical 
movement to questions of racial justice, "cultural unity in a pluralistic 
society", and European’ integration, Jauibekt ahd | ie 


The students agreed that the opportunity to live abroad had placed a 
Special responsibility upon them to communicate their new understanding as 
widely as possible to their’ contemporaries, The Kuropean students, 
expecially, said -they had an obligation to promote Kuropean integration. 


ICYE is an independent programme Sponsored by many USA churches and 
working in close cooperation with ecumenical youth movements in various 
parts of the world. ba .EPS, Geneva 


EASTER MESSAGE :OF | 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


nee - In a message issued for the observance of the Orthodox Easter 
April 25) the Ecumenical Patriarch,,Athenagoras I ,-said that "... at 
this Eastertide which proclaims the mystery of salvation, we' also see the 
drama of our time, the long agony of all mankind suffering and in danger 
like ourselves, ay een yt : 


"But our absolute trust in God and His will stands firm, It is as if we 
died and rose. again every day (I."Cor. 15:43). We see this truth also as 

it is lived in the*ecumenical movement. and in the efforts for rapprochemsnt 
between the sister-churches. - efforts which recently have made much 
progress... mae 


"We rejoice that the ideal (of Christian unity) is being transformed into 
works of reconciliation and edification in Christ. The echoes, of.the past 
are giving way to a new spirit of love and mutual understanding..." 

(see Special Report). Ter eh BPS, Geneva 


RC BISHOP WELCOMES 
REFORMED CHURCH 


(Nantes) ~ The forthcoming meeting of the National Synod of the French 
Reformed Church in this city (April 30-May 3) has’ been weléémed by the 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Nantes. - eS yea 


Writing in his diocesan newspaper the Bishop assured. the Synod "our prayers 
for the success" for its work noting that although "many difficulties and 
differences still persist between (us) our joint intercession may hasten 
the day when ‘in God's good time and in the way He wills' the time will be 
ripe for the restoration of Christian unity", 


ay Peta 


EPS, Geneva 
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GENERAL SECRETARY NOMINATED 
FOR NEW LUTHERAN ASSOCIATION 


(New York) - The Rev. C. Thomas Spitz, Jr., of St. Louis, Mo», a Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod broadcasting and missions executive, has been nomina- 
ted general secretary of the proposed new Lutheran Council in the United 
States of America (LCUSA). 


Though formation of the new agency, which would succeed the present National 
Lutheran Council (NLC), awaits approval by three of the four Lutheran Aye? 
churches involved, spokesmen pointed out that representatives of the churches 
have agreed to some preliminary organization and staffing steps. 


As proposed, LCUSA would be an association for theological stuf@y and 
Christian service for the two NLC participating churches - the Lutheran 
Church in America and American Lutheran Church - and the Missouri Synod and 
Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches. Together, the four bodies comprise 
some 95 per cent of the 8.6 million Lutherans in America. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. LUTHERANS PLEDGE $ 400,000 TOWARD 
WCCO AFRICA AID PROJECTS kos 


(New York) - The National Lutheran Council has pledged $400,000 over the tg 
next five years towards the $10,000,000 Foumenical Programme for bmnergency 
Action in Africa initiated earlier this year by the World Council of 
Churches. 


The contribution of the NLC, cooperative agency of the American Lutheran 
Church and the Lutheran Church in America, was authorized by its Executive 
Committee at a meeting in Chicago. in April. 


At the same time, the committee expressed the hope that the NLC's partici- 
pating bodies would consider a joint pledge through their mission boards of 
an additional $100,000 - bringing %o #€500,000 the total amount subscribed 
from American Lutheranism. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Future meetings of the Ecumenical Council of the Netherlands will be attended 
py two official representatives of the Roman Catholic Church - Father P.H.Jd. 
Meijers and Father A.J. Dijkzeul. The announcement said consideration | 
would be given later to the possibility of changing the status from touest" 
to "permanent" membership. 


* Xe low 


Over 25 lakhs of rupees (£187,500, $525,000) worth of milk, wheat flour, 
butter and oil and more than 30 lakhs of rupees (£225,000, $630,000) ‘worth 
of hospital supplies were received by the Relief Committee of the National’ 
Christian Council of India during the first quarter of this year for general 
relief work. Most of these gifts came from Church World Service (USA); 
Lutheran World Relief, and the Mennonite Central Committee of the USA. At 
the same time over 45,000 rupees (25), 5 (8 $9,450) worth of cheese and milk 
were received through the World Council of Churches. 


* * * 
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Protestant and Orthodox church women throughout the USA will take a close 
look at poverty in their hometowns when they observe May Fellowshipv Day on 
May 7.: . The annual observance, sponsored by the Department of. United Church 
Women. of the National-Council of Churches, this year will launch a three- 
year UCW study and action project based on the theme "People, Poverty, 
Plenty". 

Eden <4 ¥ % 


Nearly 60 representatives of Ang ican - and Roman Catholic religious communi- 
ties from all parts of the world have met at Downside Abbey, England, to- 
discuss "The Religious Life in the World Today". ‘very Anglican religious 
community, with the exception of one wiich is strictly enclosed, was repres- 
ented at the conference, The Abbey is one of the major Roman Catholic 
unity centres. It wat especially set aside at pe Conference of Abbots in. 
Rome in 1959 to "interest itself" in the work for. Christian unity. 


sa 


Cape Town University Students! Academic Freedom Committee has nominated Dr. 
Martin Luther King as this year's memorial lecturer on academic freedom 
because "his unswerving adherence to non-violence encourages the hope that 
conflicts between nations and races can be solved by charity and tolerance 
rather than by hate and violence". The nomination must be considered by 
the students’ visiting lecturers organization which chooses and invited the. 
speaker. ee ( 


*¥ * 


Father Gommar A, De Pauw, who was directed by his: superior, the Archbishop 
of Baltimore, to give up his work-in the Roman Gatholic Traditionalist 
Movement, has arranged for "the orderly transfer of leadership" of the move- 
ment to other hands, he has. told. reporters in New York. . He, said .that 
"another priest", whom he did not further identify, has assumed responsi- 
bility for direction of the movement which is opposed to many of the litur- 
gical reforms authorized by the Second Vatican Council. (EPS No. 13} 


* * * 


Iwo young African teachers from Nairobi, Kenya, have arrived in Japan to 
-Study nursery school education as scugolarship studexts at Hokuriky Gakuin 
Junior College, a Christian girls! school, near Kanazawa. Students of the 
college collected. funds to finance the travel expenses, and the college 1.68 
paying tuition and other COStS. . 


Special evangelistic services held in March by Baptist churches in the state 
of Pernambuco, Brazil, were so. successful that plans are underway for another 


statewide crusade in S cnieidntiiss A total of 186 churches participated in 
the March programme and 4,273 "decisions for Christ" were reported with 12 
of. the churches still to be heard from... The services were part of a 


national crusade. which seeks to double the present Baptist membership of 
250, 00. organize 300 new churches, and recruit full. time Christian workers. 


* * ¥* 
May 2 has been designated as Bible Society Sunday in Canada by the Canadian 
Bible Society. The Society distributed over half a million copies of the 


Scriptures in Canada last year - 100,000 more than the previous year - in 
75 different languages, including those used by Indians and Eskimos. 


: 
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Four Minnesota church-related colleges have announced they are establishing 
a faculty exchange programme with 33 predominantly Negro private colleges in 
the South. The Minnesota colleges will send one professor each to teach 

in one of the Southern schools. The Negro colleges will send eight 
professors North for part-time teaching at the Minnesota colleges and 
graduate work at the University of Minnesota. Participating colleges are 
Hamline University (Methodist), Macalester College (Presbyterian), and the 
College of St. Thomas (Roman Catholic), all located in St. Paul, and 
Carleton College (Baptist-Congregational-Episcopal), Northfield, Minn. 


* * * 


Continued investment of funds in racially integrated housing has been 
pledged by the United Presbyterian Board of National Missions (USA). A 
report from the board's finance committee states that a total of $708,500 - 
32 per cent of its mortgages - is invested in racially integrated dwellings. 


* a * 


The International Catholic Information Service reports that in Cuba, since 
the introduction of liturgical reform, there has been an increase, of 15% 
in the number of people attending Roman Catholic services. 


* * * 


The Archbishopsof Canterbury and York have appointed a special commission 
to consider the theological and practical aspects of intercommunion with | 
reference to.other churches and specifically to study the possibilities of 
extending the number of circumstances in which members of other Christian 
churches can receive communion in. the Church of England. At present the 
Church of England does not permit members of other churches to receive 
communion except under unusual circumstances. These include the imminent 
danger of death, the situation in which a baptised communicant of another 
church is cut off by distance from his own church, and special unity © 
services. Dr. Oliver Tomkins, Bishop of Bristol, has been named chairman. 
of the 15-member commission. uty 


* * * 


Sunday, April 25 - the Sunday preceding May Day - was observed as Labour 
Sunday in many: Japanese churches with emphasis on the responsibility of 
Christians for the material and spiritual well-being of workers. A message 
issued by the United Church of Christ in.Japan (Kyodan) called attention to 
the fact that 66 per cent of the workers in small industries ‘in Japan do 
‘not receive the protection and benefits enjoyed by workers in large 
industries. . Dea V4 


* * * 


At the invitation of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
England, a five-member delegation of the Reformed Church in Hungary is 
making a two-week visit to England. The delegation is. being led by 

Bishop Drs Tibor Bartha, President of the General Synod. On completing the 
tour in England vhe delegation will also visit the Church of Scotland. ~° 


% 7s * 
Protestant and Roman Catholic Bible Societies in Hong Kong jointly sponsored 


a recent exhibition in that city - the first cooperative effort of its kind 
by the two groups. 


* * * 
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Member churches of the Australian Council of Churches have. been asked to 
observe Sunday, May 2,as a Day of Prayer and Giving for Indonesia and. 
Malaysia. The Roman Catholic Church will also be involved in the Day of 
Prayer. The President of the ACC, the Most.Rev. F. Woods, Anglican 
Archbishop of Melbourne, said’in a letter: aunounczag the observance: "We 
are all perturbed by recent events in Southeast Asia. Rapid political 
changes,’ the growth of literacy and education, vast population. growth, 
pressures of various sorts exerted on the dizferent countries:from all 
around the world ~ these make for difficult times for our brethren in 
these countries. " 


, Vv MV 
* WAS * 


Baptist district youth conferences will be held simultaneously during 
“national holidays in four places in Yugoslavia, May 1-3. Young people 
from churches in areas using the Serbian, Romanian: and Slovak languages 
will meet in the Slovak church of Backi Petrovac. The Croatian conference 
will be in Sirac, the one for churches of Slovenia and Medjuaurija in 
Mackovac, and that for Hungarian-language churches in Vojlovica near 
Belgrade. General theme for the conferences will be "Young Men of God". 


* % * 


Directors of the Charlotte N.C. (USA) Young Men's Christian Association 
have voted unanimously to expand integration of its facilities and 
programmes. In February, Dr. Reginalc A. Hawkins, a Negro leader, filed — 
suit against the YMCA, charging racial discrimination. Informed of the «« 
poard's action, he said, "If this means there will be complete desegregation, 
it would be satisfactory". But he said he could not make a final decision 
on dropping the suit until he had consultéd his attorneys. : 


% % 


A third Lutheran body, the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, also . 
known as the Slovak Synod, has joined the American Lutheran Church and the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in discussions aimed at establishing altar 
and pulpit fellowship. 


3% % % 


The Presbyterian US Board of World Missions is seeking USA college students 
for volunteer work in the Congo this summer for jobs ranging from apelga sid 
sewing Gkasses to driving 4 truck. 


x * ¥* 


Japan Church World Service, a unit of the National Christian Council of. 
Japan,has announced plans to send several teams of agricultural specialists 
within the next two years to aid indigent farmers in xXorea. The first 

team - "the Rice Farming Caravan" - will aid’ 300 newly-settled farms in 4 
reclaimed land near Taegu. The average rice yield per acre in Korea is 
about a third of that in Japan. This team will be headed by Dr. S. Cho, 

an active Christian layman, who is a member of the. Technical Institute of 


the Ministry of Agriculture and of the International Institute for Rice 
Farming. 
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Bishop Prince A. Taylor, Jr., of. Princeton, N.J., has been named the first 
Negro president of the Methodist Council of Bishops (USA). The term is for 
one year. Blected a Bishop in 1956, he served from then until 1964 as’ 
head of the Monrovia area of the Methodist Church in Liberia. He returned 
to the USA when the Liberian Mcthodist Church became autonomous. Since — 
last June he has headed the 204,000-member New Jersey area of the church. 
In that position he is the first Negro to administer a predominantly 

white Methodist area. 


* % * 


The inaugural meeting of the Northern Bechuanaland Christian Council will 
be held today in Francistown, B.P. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic Church in South Africa has set up a Department of | 
Ecumenical Affairs in Pretoria "to give expression to the new ecumenical 
emphasis within the church and its desire for closer liaison with other | 
branches of the Cpristian Church". | rai ee 


* oak * 


A shrine designed to house some of the Dead Sea Scrolls has been formally 
opened in Jerusalem by President Zalman Shazar of Israel. Known as "The 
Shrine of the Book", the Sprine is the first completed section of Shek 
Israel Museum. The Museum itself is: scheduled to be opened eat May with an 
exhibition devoted to "The Bible in the Arts". 


* * * 


A new Salvation Army study estimates that in England there are 400,000 ... 
deprived children, 675,000 housebound old people, and 400,000 "social 
outcasts". ‘Publication of the study titled "Tragedies of Affluence", 
marked the launching of a £3 million Army building appeal. 


* * * 


The Evangelical’ Lutheran Church in Finland has submitted a plan. to the | 
Finnish Government aimed at- providing welfare services for the country! S 
16,000 Gypsies.’ Phe @¢hurch operates a Mission to the Gypsies. 


* * % 


The Faculty of Theology of the University of Helsinki reports an 
unprecedented number of students. One thousand are currently enrolled,” 
of whom half are women. An estimated 100 new ‘pastors eee) needed in. 
et iene churches annually. 


STA A * 


The General -Synod of the Church of Norway . (Luthera n) has protested acts. of 
Muslim agzression against its mission work’ in northern Cameroon. One, of. 
its mission churches, at Galim, was Sears aks recently, reportedly on the 
order of Muslim authorities. 


* * * 


Some 8,000 Norwegian’ teachers have signed an appeal to the’ government. asking 

that no oui instruction in the schools continue ta be considered a, 

major subject in the curriculum.’ The appeal expressed concern that. the. 
Inumber of hours allotted to religious instruction has oeen reduced | in .some 

areas. They said three hours per week should be provided in the first 

seven years of school and two: hours per week in the cighth and ninth year. 


* * * 
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Five English churches are cooperating in plans for an ecumenical church 
centre to be constructed in a new housing project being erected on the 
site of thé old Croydon Airport outside London. Blueprints are being 
developed by Anglicans, Baptists, Congregationalists, Methodists, and. 
Presbyterians for: the centre which will serve the new community's estimated 
5;200 residents. 


x * * 


In Budapest Roman Catholic scholars have begun work on a new Hungarian 
translation of the New Testament. 


* * * 


seventh-day Adventists in the USA have eae hed a nationwide drive to win 
young people to the Christian faith and to enlist more youth in full-time 
service of the church. . 


* * % 


King Hussein of Jordan has issued a royal decree ordering the bestowal of © 
whe Jordan Star, Second Degree, upon Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, director of 
the Lutheran World Federation's Department of World Service. The 
department which Dr. Muetzelfeldt heads administers a °350,000 annual 
programme of assistance to Palestinian Arab refugees in Jordan, besides 
operating a $294,000 hospital project near Jerusalem on behalf of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency and distributing annually about 
$700,000 worth of food, clothing and other material relief. 


* * * 


The Rev. Richard N. Johnson, 31, a minister of the Christian Churches . 
(Disciples of Christ), has been named associate executive director of the 
Department of Faith and Order of the National Council of Churches (USA). 


* * * 


The congregation of St. Thomas Episcopal church, Philadelphia, Pa., (USA), 
reputed to be the oldest Negro Episcopal church in the United States, 
voted, unanimously at a recent parish meeting to remove from its. charter 

a clause barring whites from voting membership in. the congregation. 


x * * 


Steps to expand the work of the Christian Retreat and Study Centre at 
Rajpur, Dehra Dun, India, have been taken, by the inter-denominational - 
centre's Board of Management. The Board approved plans for a new 

resident students! programme which will provide for a selected number of 
Christian pastors and lay persons to engage in serious study at the centre. 
It also approved plans to enlarge the Centre's facilities through 
construction of a building to house a library, conference room, and-staff 
offices. The Centre, was established in 1954 by the Protestant and 
Anglican churches in North India and several. related organizations. 


* * * 


The material and financial resources of the US churches for disaster 
relief have been put at the disposal of the American Red Cross: following 

the devastating tornadoes which struck the American Middle West. State 
church council executives in Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, and Michigan, have 

been appointed to serve as liaison contacts for all relief activity involving 
church resources. 
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A knitting machine, sewing machine, book binding machine and a handloom 
set have now been installed in Madar Union Tuberculrsis Sanatorium, 
Rajasthan, India, thanks to a gift received from the Committee on Relief 
and Gift Supplies of the National Christian Councid cf India’. The 
equipment will be used for a new occupational therapy programme for 
Tibetan T.B. patients, many of whom have been inmates for up to three 
years. 


* * * 


The 19th International Old Catholic Congress will be held September 22-c7 
in Vienna on the theme "On the Way to Church Unity". Several hundred 
“representatives of the various national Old Catholic Churches are 
expected to attend as well as representatives of Anglican and Orthodox 
Churches. 


* * nae 


Protestant students in the Cameroon have formed an association which will 
seek to strengthen ties between Christian youth of all churches, promote 
study of contemporary political and social problems, "arouse the sense of 
pastoral vocation" among students, and affirm the presenee of the faith 
through the mass media. 


* %. * 


The fifth international Roman Catholic sponsored competition for films 
dealing with Christian mission work will be hneldsat Lille, France, “< 
May 24-26. 35 mm and 16 mm films from several churches have been entered 
in competition. 


* * * 


Thanks to an exceptional allocation of two kilos of flour Orthodox 
Christians in Moscow were able to make "koulitch" the special cakes which 
are blessed by. the priest at. Orthodox Easter Services. 


% Ro. ¥ 


Regional synods of the Evangelical Church of Gabon have approved the 
principle of joint mission efforts to be undertaken in cooperation with 
the churches of France. Gabon church leaders have asked that an early 
meeting be arranged with officials of the Paris Mission Society to map 
plans for the cooperative programme. So ee 

% % % 


In an unusual move the Soviet government news agency has published the 

text of the Easter Message of the Russian Orthodox Patriarch. It also 

carried stories about a Russian Orthodox Easter pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 
ons ; EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


THREATS AGAINST BCUMENICAL 
PATRIARCHATE CONCERN CHURCHES 


Fresh threats. Dy the Turkish government that it may expel Greek subjects 
from Turkey and take action against the Ecumenical Patriarchate have aroused 
the concern of church leaders in many parts of. the world. 


Dr. WeA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
addressing a meeting in Geneva, underlined the WCC's position that the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate must have "full freedom to perform its ecclesiastical 
functions both in Turkey and relating to the churches in other’ ¢ountries".: 


He recalled that the WCC's concern had been specifically expressed in state- 
ments by its policy-making Executive Committee and by the officers of its 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs when similar difficulties 
arose in 1964 and that at that time the Turkish government had given assu 
ance ~ later confirmed in the UN Security Council - that "both the Patri- 
archate and the person of the Patriarch shall remain fully inviolate". 
This had been verbally guaranteed when the Treaty of Lausanne was concluded 
in 1923, he noted. i, 


(Fears that the Turkish government might ultimately order the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate expelled from Istanbul were touched off by an announcement on 
April 19 by the Turkish Interior Minister, following a five-hour cabinet 
meeting, that the government had decided to expel without exception all 
Greek subjects in Turkey and to "control" the Patriarchate. The cabinet 
met following an alleged food blockade of the Turkish Cypriot nase oe of 
Nicosia by ‘Greek Cypriots on Cyprus.) 


The full text of Dr. Visser 't Hooft!s comment follows: 


"New tensions between the Greek and Turkish communities in Cyprus have led 
to a situation where both Turkey and Greece are threatening reprisal action 
against minorities in their own territories. Concurrently recent state- 
ments by members of ‘the Turkish government have again aroused concern among 
Christians and churches in the followship of the World Council of Churches 
about the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul. 


When similar difficulties occurred last year, the Turkish government in 
response to communications from officers of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, of the World Council of Churches, and of many of 
its member churches,. gave the assurance ~ later confirmed in the UN Security 
Council - that both the Patriarchate and the person of the Patriarch shall 
remain fully inviolate. 


The position of the WCC is well-known. We remain fully convinced that, as 
was said by the Executive Committee and the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches in 1964, tit is 
essential for Orthodoxy and indeed for the ecumenical movement as a whole 
that the Patriarchate shall have full freedom to perform its ecclesiastical 
functions both in Turkey and relating to the churches in other countries’. 
To this end it must continue to enjoy the status which was verbally 
guaranteed to it when the Treaty of Lausanne was concluded in 1923," 


— 
es 
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Other Comments 


In France the Roman Catholic hierarchy's committee for unity issued a 
statement saying it had received the news of the new threats with 
Nagtonishment" and "great sorrow". . It called upon the Turkish government 
to take no steps which would in any way hinder the activities of the 
Patriarchete whose "moral and spiritual authority ... is reoognized and 
esteemed not only by Orthodox churches, but by the entire Christian . 
world". ; 


In Antioch the Greek Orthodox Patriarch Theodosius VI issued an appeal 
to "Christendom and the whole-civilized world" to guard "the inviolability 
of the Patriarchate". : nie 


In New York Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North - 
and South America said any actions taken by Turkey to oust the Patriarch 
"could not be condoned by a world community of free nations which has 
condemned as intolerable retaliasory measures and the persecution of innocent 
people as a means of extorting political profit through diplomatic 
pressure". 


‘Turkish Officials Comment 


In Germany, the First Secretary of the Turkish Embassy in West Germany, 
stated in response to reporter's questions that Turkey still feels itself 
pound by the Lausanne Treaty and that assurances given to the World 
Council of Churches in 1964 were still valid. 


He said the Patriarchate was not in any danger, as long as be Conraned, 
itself to activities in the religious sphere and that at the moment no 
definite criticism could be made against the Patriarchate. He noted that 
the Patriarch has stated that he is % level. Tarkish citizen and has no 
intention of becoming involved in political concerns. 


In Paris the Turkish Ambassador to France said the Patriarchate would not 
be expelled if it conformed to a certain number of conditions, notably 
that it conduct itself as a "national religious institution" and NetrLouly 
and modestly" refrain from activities which extendod beyond the borders of 
Turkey. 


He said the government '"no longer considers the Patriarchate as an ‘imperial 
ecumenical institution' as this would be an anachronism in the new Turkey" 
and would "constitute a flagrant negation of the principle upon which the 
nation is now built. Turkey is no longer an empire, but is now a national 
state", he said. 


Orthodox Statement 


The non-political character of the Patriarchate!s activities was emphasized 
in a statement issued in Geneva by an authorized representative of 
Orthodoxy. 


Stressing the "purely spiritual" nature of the Patriarchate's concern, it 
gaid: "Loyal to an age-old tradition, the Patriarchate's aim is pastoral 
- namely to promote an atmosphere of peace and understanding between 

East and West, and to work unceasingly for reconciliation between men and 
nations and persons of differen3 religious beliefs ..." 
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But it emphasized that the Patriarchate is "not simply a national church. 
As the title 'Ecumenical! indicates, it plays a supra-national rol: by 
assuming spiritual.responsibility for the churches of many countries. 


"(Therefore) it ‘is essential that the Patriarchate enjoy all the rights 
needed to accomplish its task from its traditional Sce. It must be free 
to organize conferences of a purely religious nature as it thinks fit; 

it must be able’ to (send its representatives) to attend such conferences 
abroad, and it-must be free to receive visits from church leaders of other 
countries and to (send visitors) to them." 


The statement also underscored the role of the Patriarchate as a pioneer 
in the ecumenical movement and its work to strengthen the fraternal links 
between the Orthodox churches and to improve relations with the Roman 
Catholic Church. ; 
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MEMBERS NAMED TO JOINT 
WCC-RC WORKING COMMITTEE 


(Geneva, May 6) - The World Council of Churches announced here today the 
names of the aight persons who will represent it on a joint "working 
committee" with the Roman Catholic Church. In Rome the Vatican announced 
the names of its six participants. 


The eight persons named by the World Council, in alphabetical order, are: 


- Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, representative of the Moscow Patriarchate of 
the Orthodox Church of Russia to WCC headquarters in Geneva, and an 
observer of his church to the Second Vatican Council. 


- Dr. Edwin Espy, New York, general secretary of the National Council’ of 
Churches of Christ.in the USA, (American Baptist Convention). 


- Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, a Greek Orthodox layman and theologian who is 3% 
associate director of the WCC's Ecumenical Institute, at Bossey, near 
Geneva, and one of the WCC's observers to the Second Vatican Council. 


- Dr. Edmund Schlink, professor of dogmatic theology at the University of 
Heidelberg, and an Apacer of ae Evangelical Church in very (EKID) to 
the Second Vatican Council. 


- The. Rt. Rev. Oliver Tomkins, Anglican Bishop of Bristol, England, 
chairman of the wWCC's Working Committee on Faith and Order. 


- Father Paul Verghese, of the Syrian Orthodox Church in India, an 
associate general secretary of the World Council, and director of its 
Division of Houmenical Action. 


- Dr. Lukas Vischer, a clergyman of the Swiss Reformed Church, and 
research secretary of the WCC's Department on Faith and Order, also a WOCC 
observer to the Second Vatican Council. : 


- Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general Secretary. 


WCC officials here said the Committee is expected to begin its work soon. 
At the first meeting the procedure and ESE ute for future meetings will 
be determined. 


The proposal for the working group was approved by the World Council's 
policy-making Central Committee at its meeting in Enugu, Nigeria, in 
January, 1965. 


The Vatican's acceptance of the proposal was announced by His Eminence 
Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, 
in an historic visit to World Council headquarters in VENEERS? on February 
18, 1965. 


The WCC proposal, as approved by the wec and eaten by the Vatican, 
stated that "the task of this group would be to work out the principles 
which should be observed in further collaboration and the methods which 
should be used". 


It underlined that "the working group would not be able to take any 
decisions, but elaborate proposals which would be submitted to the bodies 
they represent, and communicated to the member churches". 


It said such subjects which might be discussed by the working group would 
include "practical collaboration in the fields of philanthropy, social 

and international affairs; theological study programmes which have a 
specific bearing on ecumenical relations (Faith and Order); problems which 


“No. 15 - 6th May, 1965 3 


cause tension between the churches (e.g., mixed marriages, religious 
liberty, proselytism) ; and common concerns with regard to the life and 
mission of the Church (laity, missions, abe. ji) 


The six Roman Catholic participants announced today by the Vatican are: 
~ H.E., Mgr. fhomas Holland, Bishop of Salford, Great Britain 


- H.E., Mgr. Jan G. M. Willebrands, Titular Bishop of Mauriana, and 
Secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity 


~ Mgr. William Baum, Secretary of the National Episcopal Commission in 
the United States for Ecumenical Affairs 


- Mgr. Carlo Bayer, secretary general of Caritas International 


-~ Father Pierre Duprey, of the Society of Missionaries of Africa, under- 
secretary of the S,cretariat for Christian Unity (Oriental Section) 


- Father Jérome Hamer, 0.P., (Dominican Order), assistant to the General 
Master (Maitre Général) and general secretary for studies in the 
Dominican Order. 


The difference in numbers of persons representing the WCC and the Roman 
Catholic Church was suggested in order to permit adequate representation 
of the major confessional groups within the WCC. WCC membership comprises 
209 full member and four associate member churches of the Protestant, 
Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic traditions in more than 80 countries. 


(Biographical information and. photos of the eight World Council members 

of the joint committee are available from the WCC Information Dept., 

150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland and from wec, 475 Riverside 
Drive, New York, New York, 10027, USA.) EPS, Geneva 


NO CHANGE IN COUNCIL'S STATEMENT 
ON NON-CHRISTIANS, BEA DECLARES 


(New York) - Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Christian Unity, authorized his personal secretary to state here that 
"there is absolutely no.truth to the report that the text of the Vatican 
Council's decree on non-Christians has been changed or modified". 


Tne secretary, Father Stephen Schmidt, told a press conference at Kennedy 
Airport that there was no basis for widely circulated reports that "a 
four-member ad-hoc extra concilar commission" had been set up to revise 
the document along more conservative lines. 


The declaration, which received preliminary approval by last year's session | 
of the Vatican Council, absolves the Jewish people of the charge of deicide. 


Father Schmidt said that "there has been some confusion growing out pf the 
fact that Bishop (Luigi) Carli of Sengi, Italy, wrote an article which was 
critical of the Jewish people. Cardinal Bea says that Bishop Carli's . 
views are definitely not those of Secretariat for Christian Unity or any of 
its members. His views have no relationship to the text of the degree." 
(Press reports have designated Bishop Carli as chairman of the alleged 
extra-concilar commission. ) 


Cardinal Bea was in New York -enroute to Philadelphia to receive an award 
from the Philadelphia Fellowship Council: for outstanding contributions to 
inter-religious understanding. pe dhet . EPS, Geneva 


. 
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ADMIT CHINA TO UNITED NATIONS 
WCC MEETING SPEAKERS URGE 


(Buck Hill waite, Pa.)-- "China should be seated in the United Nations as 
promptly as possible even though the functioning of the United Nations at the 
outset might be seriously handicapped", the director of the World Council 

of Churches! Commission of the Churches on International Affairs said 

here. 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, addressing 200 US church leaders at the annual 
meeting of the US Conference for the WCC, made it clear, however, that. 

the seating of China in the UN should not be interpreted "as a blessing On 
its policies, but as a mesns of having it share in the responsibility of 
decision and of consequent action". 


Although "Gpina at the present time manifests an apparent disinterest in the 

established community of nations', Dr. Nolde said, it is possible that 

"with a recapturing of the classical Chinese ‘grandeur of spirit!", Peking . 
cooperate in the United Nations "without initially insisting on its 

claims but with the announced: ‘right subsequently to assert them peacefully 

in United Nations organs". 


Barring such an event, he said, "the artificial and dangerous separation of 
some (00 million people can be overcome only by indirection, only by 
finding a coincidence of interests!. 


He suggested that such "a coincidence of interests" could be found today 

"in extending to Peking an invitation to the Geneva Conference of the | 

Highteen Nation Committee on Disarmament, by direct or indirect consultations 
on Vietnam, or even by agreeing to a preliminary conference of the five 
nuclear powers to consider steps toward disarmament". 


Any "real..progress toward disarmament without China is: impossible", Dr. Nolde 
asserted. 


A second speaker, Dr. John ©. Bennett, president of Union Theological Seminary: 
New York, also advocated the admission of China to the UN. 


"An essential part of our policy should be the establishment of relations - 
diplomatic and economic’ - with China", he declared. "China should be 
brought into the United Nations as sc 71 as possible in order:to“have some 
relationships established between China and the West. 


"When this is accomplished we should rethink our relations with Nationalist 
China and distinguish between ovr commitment to defend the freedom of 
Taiwan --- and the kind of alliance with the Nationalist Government which 
even now makes us a party to the Chinese civil war." 


Dr. Bennett added that American policy should concentrate on nudging 
Red Ciina toward "the more stable and moderate stage of Communism" 
instead of trying to overcome the present régime. EPS, Geneva 


USA CHURCH WOMEN CALL FOR 
STRENGTHENED VOTING RIGHTS BILL 


(New York) - Leading American Protestant and Orthodox church women have 
urged greatly strengthened provisions in the Me eaches rights law now pending 
in Congress. 


Members of the Board of Managers of United Church Women, a department of the 
National Council of Churches, also called for a Congressional investigation 
of federal and state civil rights statutes and an examination of the nature 
and causes of acts of terrorism, intimidation, and reprisals resulting 
from the racial rights struggle. . EPS, Geneva | 
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SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS DEFEND 
SIT-INS, CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 


(Montreat, N.C.) - Continued strong support of civil rights struggle by 
_. the Presbyterian. Church in the US (Southern) is indicated in votes of its 
-105th. General Assembly here. 


The Assembly endorsed a report approving the use of demonstrations sit-ins, 
and civil disobedience in support of the rights movement. However, it 
said economic reprisal through boycott could not be approved. 


The report defined civil disobedience as "the open, non-violent, and 
conscientious refusal to cbey a law or laws, combined with the willing 
acceptance of the penalty". 


It said "the church should give support of Christian compassion to any 
member who, following his conscience in Obedience to the Word, engages in 
civil disobedience". 


The Assembly also refused an overture (request for action) that it 
withdraw the church from the National Council of Churches. The vote was 
318 to 126. ‘The overture was interpreted as a criticism of the NCC's 
race-rights programme. It also rejected a resolution, by a 295 to 104 vote, 
that would have stated that donors of money to the church be permitted to 
specify how it should be used. This also was seen as aimed at curtailing 
contributions to the NCC's racial justice work. 1A 


“It .further defeated by a 311 to 120 vote a resolution which requested the 
cancellation of an invitation to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., to address 
a meeting on "the Church and Civil Rights' to be held by the church's 
Division of Christian Action in Montreat in August. 


* * * 


In another session the Assembly authorized drafting of a plan of union with 
the Reformed Church in America, but declined to take steps to join union 
talks with the United Presbyterian Church in the USA or the six-member 
Consultation on Church Union. EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES SUPPORT 
FREEDOM FROM HUNGER CAMPAIGN 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council of Churches, representing 11 Anglican, 
Protestant, and Orthodox churches, has commended to its member churches 
the £1,500,000 national appeal for the Freedom From Hunger Campaign. 


The Council's Executive Committee reminded "our people of the convictions 
of our churches that economically advanced countries such as ours should 
be contributing at least one per cent of their national income to assist 
economically underdeveloped countries". 


Church-sponsored food production and nutrition projects for about 
£240,000 are included in Australia's national Freedom From Hunger Campaign 
programme. : 


Prajécts to which funds will be devoted are spcnsored:by the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation, the UN International Children's Emergency 
Fund, the World Council of Churches, and Catholic Overseas Relief. 


i The wcc projects included in the appeal are in Tunisia, India, Thailand 
and Fiji. Approximately £120,000 is being sought for them. A similar 
— amount will be allocated to Catholic projects. EPS, Geneva 


No. 15 - 6th May, 1965 6 


DR». NOTTINGHAM NAMED TO 
wCC YOUTH DEPT. POST 


(Geneva) ~ The Rev. Dr. William J. Nottingham, 37, parish pastor and director 
of the lay training Centre of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of France at 
Glay, France, has been named an associate secretary of the Youth Department 
of the World Council of Churches. a teas 


A minister of the Disciples of Christ (USA), Mr. Nottingham will have 
special responsibility for work in North America. The appointment is 
effective immediately. 


Dr. Nottingham's work at Glay had unusual ecumenical aspects. He was sent 
by his church to the French Evangelical Lutheran Church to be pastor:-of 
the parish and director of its lay training centre there. In spite of 

the differences in Disciplegand Lutheran traditions he was fully accepted 
by the Lutheran Synod as the parish ‘minister ‘and fulfilled all the 
functions of the ministry including the administration of the sacraments. 


Before working at Glay (1962-65), Dr. Nottingham was for four years 
(1958-61) a fraternal worker with CIMADE, relief agency of the French 
Protestant churches, at its Paris headquarters. Earlier he was associate 
minister for four years of the National City Christian Church in 
Washington, DC., and held pastorates in New York and Pennsylvania churches. 
He is a graduate of Union Theological Seminary and of Columbia University, 
New Yorks in 1995254 he was a Fulbright Scholar at the University of 
Strasbourg. He is married and has four children. BPS, Geneva 


BRITISH COUNCIL WILL INVITE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC OBSERVERS 


(London) - Roman Catholic observers will be invited to attend future 

plenary meetings of the British Council of Churches, according to a decision 
taken by the Council's half-yearly meeting here. Up to now Catholics 

have acted as observers at meetings of some Council committees. The 

report adopted by the Council, as presented by Dr. Ernest A. Payne, 
Executive Committee chairman, declared: "That the Council, understanding 
that the Hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales 

would, welcome an invitation to send observers to meetings of the Council, 


gladly extends such an invitation." 


The affirmative action forestalled an attempt to delay the invitation by the 
Rev. Maurice Wood, principal of Oak Hill Theological College, Southgate, 

an institution which trains Low Church evangelicals for the Church of 
England ministry. He argued that Rome had not changed its view that 

unity should be achieved by assimilation rather than by free association. 


Dr. Payne held that the action taken did not mean a step nearer Rome, 
but "we are giving Rome an opportunity to come a little nearer to us". 


The Council also approved the application for full membership of the 
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Thyateira and Great Britain, a community 
of 150,000 members in the British Isles. 

EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD SERVICE COOPERATION 
WITH CATHOLICS MAY INCREASE 


(Warsaw) - The director of the Lutheran World Federation's Department of 
World Service frecast here that "new doors may be opening in the wake of 
Vatican Council" developments for closer cooperation with Roman Catholics 
in the field of international welfare services. 


Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt speaking at the opening of the four-day annual 

meeting of the LWF Commission on World Service said that most immediately 
"there are prospects that a Roman Catholic welfare agency may participate 

in an assistance programme for Mozambiquan refugees (in Tanzania) for which 
the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service has been requested to assume primary 
responsibility". . 


While making clear that "for the time being any such arrangements will 
certainly be limited and confined to specific identifiable project phases", 
he added: "In due course we may need to consider whether a broader basis 
of cooperation is feasible for specific material relief projects without 
prejudice to valid theological considerations." 


* x * 


Dr. Muetzelfeldt, announced in his report that the Tanzanian government has 
requested the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service to take charge of the 
operation of a refugee settlement for 10,000 Mozambiquans in southern 
Tanzania. He-said the government request had been endorsed-by the UN High 
Commissioner.for Refugees. 


Acceptance of the proposal would constitute the largest single programme 
commitment of the TCRS, which was established in January 1964 as an oper- 
ational arm of LWF/WS. The service is conducted on behalf of the World Coun il 
of Churches and in consultation with the Christian Council of Tanganyika. 


Under an earlier agreement with the Tanzanian government and the WJHOR, 
the TORS last year established and now is responsible for services at the 
Mwesi settlement in the west-central part of the country, at which 1 , 300 


Watutsi refugees from the Congo have so far been given new homes It also 
has projects of more limited scope among five other new refugee ioetoe in 
different parts of Tanzania. EPS, Geneva 


ONE STUDENT OUT OF 200 
STUDIED THEOLOGY IN DDR IN 1963 


(Berlin) - New statistics issued by the Hast German government indicate that 
in 1963 one out of every 200 students enrolled in universities or colleges, 
in the DDR was preparing for the Protestant ministry. 


the Tigure was’ 592 ont, of a total ‘of Tn aieyi It compares with 554 for the 
previous year. 


The new publication also reveals that of the 7,193 books and pamphlets 
published in Hast Germany in that year, 339 were classified under the 
heading "religion and theology"; of these 4,781,000 copies were sold out of 
a total of 94,419,000 books in all categories. Of 501 periodicals, 32 are 
listed in the "religion and theology" category and 13,148,000 copies were 
sold out of ee bot, OLseh mpl aon, 


The section dealing with "health and social services" reported that of the 
791 hospitals in the DDR 87 are church- th ngeianty a decrease of 11 from the 
perey tous year. EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. WORLD COUNCIL CONFERENCE CONCERNED 
ABOUT ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) ~ The US Conference for the World Couneil of Churches 
has called upon the US government to inform the Turkish government. of "the 
widespread conviction" in the USA that any "limitations placed upon the 
Koumenical Patriarchate at Istanbul in the discharge of its spiritual duties 
would constitute a most serious violation of religious liberty". 


The resolution declared that threats by the Turkish government against the 
Patriarchate are "tan entirely inappropriate response to whatever provocations 
derive from the political and. ethnic tensions with Cyprus and Greece and 
jeopardize the long-standing respect of the American people for the Turkish 
government and their friendship with the Turkish people". Ney: 


In a related resolution the conference requested the US government "to 
Support the continuation of the United Nations! action in peace-keeping and. 
its further effort to achieve a viable political solution which will duly 
observe the basic human rights of all Cypriots". . 


This resolution recognized "the continuing gravity of the situation in 
Cyprus" and the "need to secure justice for all people of Cyprus as well as 
to remove the threat to international peace", 


* x% x 


The following day, in a speech covering a wide range of Snternational issues, 
Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, commented that while ''the problems attending the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate should admit of solution by forthright action, never- 
theless, fluctuations in the critical Situation of Cyprus have often found 
reflections in attitudes and actions relating to the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
and to the Greek minority", He added; 


"While the World Council of Churches and its Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs have expressed the view that the people of Cyprus 
Should have opportunity to exercise the right of self-determination, they 
and various (WCC) member churches have not been unmindful of measures which 


have exposed the government of Cyprus to widespread criticism." 
BPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATION 
SEEN REQUIRED IN INDIA 


(Bangalore) - The need for a Christian Institute for Education to foster. 
research and independent creative thinking on educational problems of modern 
India, particularly with regard to the churches' participation in education, 
was underlined by a consultation here. 


The consultation, dealing with "Educational Trends in India", was held as 
part of an on-going study of ecumenical education and jointly sponsored by 
the National Christian Council of India and the Christian Institute for the 
Study of Religion and Society in Bangalore: Subjects under discussion 
included: major changes in aims and methods of education; major trends in 
the relstion of education to state, society, and culture; and the new role 
of Christian educational institutions. EPS, Geneva 
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NEGOTIATIONS ASKED IN 
VIETNAM WAR 


Church groups and Christian leaders in many parts of the world appealed last 
week for negotiations to end the war in Vietnam. 


The Australian Council of Churches! Executive Committee meeting in Sydney 
suggested two possibilities as offering the most hopeful avenues for negoti- 
ation. These were: "1) an approach by those great powers least committed | 
to the parties involved - the Soviet Union, Britain, and France; -and 2) the 
use of the United Nations and action by members of the 14-power conference 
which drew up the 1954 Geneva agreement." 


In Huston, Texas, some 50 bishops from all five continents meeting for the 
Council of Bishops of The Methodist Church urged "national and international 
leaders to commit themseives and their nations to the conference table and 
negotiate for understanding and peace with freedom". 


The semi-annual meeting of the British Council of Churches in London declared 
that "if peace and order are to be systematically established not only in 
Southeast Asia, but throughout the world, attempts to alter international 
situations by armed force rather than by negotiation have to be resisted as 
a breach of the peace preferably on a basis of international agreement. 
Such an attitude", it added, "does not imply that the status quo is sacro- 
sanct, but only that negotiation should be preferred to force in changing 
it". 


In Canada the Church and International Affairs Committee of the United Church 
of Canada adopted a resolution requesting the Prime Minister “to inform the 
American government that the Canadian government will not continue to 

support American policy in Vietnam if it involves the invasion of North 
Vietnam, air raids on civilian population or the use of nuclear weapons". 


It urged the Prime Minister "to continue to seek temporary cessation of 
bombings and the arrangements of negotiations between the combating forces..." 


Addressing the annual meeting of the US Conference for the World Council of 
Churches in Buck Hill Falls, Pa., Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the 
WcC's Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, declared that "it 

is imperative that the United States, as tangible evidence of readiness to 
negotiate, should cease, certainly for a period, its pombing of North Vietnam". 


Dr. Nolde further stiggested that a conference on Cambodia be held "in the 
course of which the parties concerned with Vietnam could confer informally". 
He pointed out here that such a proposal already has been accepted in London 
and Moscow. Such "an indirect approach", he said, "seems to offer the best 
hope" for solution of the Vietnam situation. | EPS, Geneva 
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WOMEN PASTORS FOR 
FRENCH REFORMED CHURCH 


(Nantes) - The National Synod of the French Reformed Church voted here that 
women can be ordained ministers on the same conditions as men. The decision 
was made by a vote of 47 to 38, with three blank votes, after a debate last- 
ing several hours. 


The Synod voted against a Re aaa stipulating that women ministers must be 
unmarried. 


The question of admission of women to the ministry has been ee discussion 
in the church for many years, This decision follows one made in 1949 that 
women could be ordained in exceptional circumstances. Subsequently one 
woman, Mlle Elisabeth Schmidt, of Nancy, was ordained. 


The Synod also approved continuation of the work of a committee seeking to 
prepare a joint translation of the Lord's Prayer with the Roman Catholics. 


Pastor Marc Boegner, honorary president of the French Protestant Federation, 
addressing the Synod appealed for unity of the nation's Protestant churches. 
"Before I die", the octogenarian ecumenical pioneer told the Synod, "I hope 
I shall see the formation of one great Protestant church in France. I am 


convinced this is possible. Union moves are being made by churches in many 
other countries. Are French Protestants going to be the last ones to 


realize the scandal of their division?" EPS, Géneva 


LWF AFRICA RADIO PLANS 
TO ADD TRAINING DEPARTMENT 


(Jerusalem, Jordan) - Establishment of a permanent training department at 
Radio Voice of the Gospel has been approved here by the board of its parent 
organization, the Lutheran World Federation Broadcasting Service. 


The Board took action after hearing from general director Sigurd Aske that 
"our overriding concern, for the next few years at least, will be that of 
securing trained radio personnel, both for the station and for the studios". 


In other measures to improve the effective service of the powerful radio . 
station in Addis Ababa, the board authorized an expansion of its shortwave 
broadcast time into morning hours and provision of more adequate personnel 
and broadcast time for its fe Ca ve service to its immediate target area 
in Ethiopia. : ‘iy ; 


Radio Voice of the Gospel, inaugurated by the LWF in February 1963, now 

broadcasts regularly in 15 languages to 30 countries in Africa, the Near ) 
Kast and Asia. Besides its mediumwave transmitter, it operates with two 
100-kilowatt shortwave transmitters. EPS, Geneva 


No. 15 - 6th May, 1965 11 


ARMENIAN MASSACRE 
MARKED AT SERVICES 


(Geneva) - Preaching at a Mass here commemorating the 1915 massacre of one 

and a half million Armenians by the Turks Father Paul Verghese, an associate 
general Secretary of the World Council of Churches, said that the anniversary 
should be a time for the Armenian Church to reflect about the meaning of its 
vocation in the world today. This vocation, he said, is for unity, for 
dialogue with other churches, and for spiritual renewal. 


A priest of the Syrian Orthodox Church of India, Father Paul declared: 

"What my church and your church need today is not to return to the ancient 
glory of the Armenian, Syrian, or Indian nation, but to be spiritually 
renewed. We do not need more money or more organization. What we need 
are a few young, gifted, consecrated men... Through their lives God may feed 
the whole Church, as He fed 5,000 people with five loaves and two fishes." 


Specifically, he suggested "some influential laymen of good will in Geneva, 
Paris and London should meet in order to study proposals for reconciling 
the two Armenian Patriarchates of Etchmiadzin and Cilicia". 


Services marking the massacre were held in various parts of the world, 
notably in Beirut where 50,000 Armenians attended and in Athens where iy 
»2,000 attended. .  .. .. EPS, Geneva 


GENEVA CHURCH COMMISSION RECOMMENDS 
FULL PASTORAL RIGHTS FOR WOMEN 


(Geneva) - A Commission making a study of the organization of the Navional 
Protestant Church of Geneva has recommended that women be permitted to hold 
full responsibility for a pastorate. — According to present regulations 
adopted in 1928 women ministers are permitted only to serve as assistant 
pastors or as temporary deputy pastors. | 


The Commission also recommended that sections of the church!s constitution 
dealing with the pastorate be revised to refer to "the pastoral ministry 
and other ministries". 


The. Geneva daily Journal de Genéve welcomed the recommendations as a sign 
of renewal and openness to change. , EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


French churches are celebrating "Bible Week" this week (May 2-9). The 
national observance is sponsored by the French Bible Society. Funds 
raised will go towards the work of translating the Bible for Christians in 
Cambodia. 


* * * 


The New Zealand Baptist Union is planning a nationwide evangelistic crusade 
in September, More than 150 churches and mission stations have indicated 
their desire to cooperate and others are expected to do so. The Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, USA, has been asked to 
help enlist 100 preachers from the United States to serve as evangelists. 
* * * 

= 
A $75,000 contribution to the recently launched anti-tuberculosis campaign 
of the government of Jordan has been voted by the Lutheran World Federa- 


ays. : ~ i 
jLlon's Commission on World Service. 


Beas WS. ae 
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Roman Catholic and Episcopal clergy and laymen in Wisconsin and the Wisconsin 
Council of Churches! Department of Migrant Ministry have established a 
corporation to aid migrant workers in a 12-county area. The. corporation 

- United Migrant Opportunity Services, Inc. - has asked the federal 
government for $94,000 in anti-poverty funds to carry out a programme of 
resettlement, education, housing improvement, and development of 
recreational and social activities for migrants. 


¥ * * 


The Hungarian Council of Free Churches has voted to accept an invitation of | 
the Hungarian Ecumenical Council of Churches to take part in its work. Two 
members of the Free Church Council have been cooperating in this programme ~ 
- the Baptist Church and the Methcdist Church. The Free Church Council 

said expanded cooperation would include joint efforts in the Hungarian 

Bible Council, publication of the Hungarian Church Press, ecumenical 
studies, and the work of the Christian Peace Conference. 


* * * 


A government official has announced in Prague that the government has 
informed Bishop Frantisek Tomasek, Apostolic Administrator of Prague, that 
it is agreeable to further negotiations with the Vatican representatives 
seeking to improve relations between _the church and state. .As'a result 
Bishop Tomasek is expected to visit Rome in the near future to confer with 
Vatican officials. In February the Czech government released Josef 
Cardinal Beran after 15 years of detention. 


* * * 


Iwo 3-week pilgrimages - both to be led by a Roman Catholic priest and a 
Protestant leader - are scheduled in Europe this summer by the Association 
for Christian Unity, Bethlehem, Conn., (USA). Participants will visit a 
number of unity centres to meet and pray with their leaders. The two trips 
were planned this year because of the success of a similar pilgrimage last 
year. ° 


* * * 


Seven Korean Methodists were commissioned for service in Pakistan, Bolivia, 
and Malaysia - the first to be sent by the autonomous Methodist Church of 
Korea - at a recent joint session of the three Korean annual conferences. 
Some 1,150 persons attended the commissioning service held in Seoul's 
eta Chung Dong Methodist Church. 


* * * 


The Czechoslovak: Academy of Sciences, Prague, has announced plans for a 
symposium about John Hus in August in commemoration of the 350th anniversary 
of the Reformer's death on July 6. Leading scholars from Czechoslovakia 

and other countries will participate. An exhibition about Hus! life and 
work is also scheduled at the National Museum in Prague, a commemorative 
stamp will be issued, and the publication of special editions of several 
books and articles is planned. The Czech Koumenical Council of Churches . 
has also announced it will hold memorial services and special meetings. 


* # % 
Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, Dutch-born general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, has been promoted to the rank of Commander of the 


Order of the Netherlands Lion. The award was bestowed on April 30 in 
connection with the Queen! s birthday honours list. 


ee ene . , ; 


For the first time in history the Anglican Diocese cf Montreal will give 
women full delegate status.at Synod meetings. The vote by the ehurch!s 
106th annual synod was 129-36. Until now women have been allowed to attend 
,only as spectators. 


% % * 
The Baptist Federation of Poland held jubilee services May 2-3 to observe 
the 400th anniversary of the first confessing immersion in Poland. 


Representatives of Gel, aah churches from all over Europe attended the 
services. 


¥* * * 


Sixty-three Roman Catholic clergy are reported to have been arrested in 
various parts of Burma by the Revolutionary Government on charges of 
"engaging in politics under the shelter of religion". The Home Ministry 

~ did not specify whether they were priests or Brothers, or both. Catholics 
in this predominantly Buddhist country number about 200,000 in a population 
Ofer Ly miliion:. 


% *% * 


Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, has given $5,000 to Harvard 
Divinity School to launch a collection of reference books for Roman Catholic 
studies at the Protestant seminary. 


% * * 


Christian Unity Year in Sweden (1965-66) will be inaugurated at a service in 
the Storkyrkan, Stockholm, August 19. The year will commemorate the 40th 
anniversary of the historic 1925 conference of the Life and Work Movement, 
one of the forerunners of the World Council of Churches. ‘The same ritual 
will be used at the commemorative service as’ that used at the main service 
of the 1925 conference. Vv 


* °  %* * 


The Social Welfare Committee of the Storting (Norwegian Parliament) has 
rejected a proposal that ministers be attached to the staffs of government 
social welfare agencies dealing with family problems on the grounds that 

. they might seek to exercise some pressure or influence upon recipients of. 
the aid. The Committee, which has a majority of members of the Social- 
Democratic Party, said recipients should not be under any pressure to assume 
a "particular view of life or religious outlook". The minority voice of the 
Committee, composéd of members of other parties, had argued that problems 
brought to such agencies cannot be treated apart from ethical and religions 
considerations. 


* * * 


Some 200 prominent Rnnsylvanians, including several Protestant and Jewish 
leaders, have signed a full-page advertisement appearing in 28 of the state's 
daily.newspapers supporting school bus service for non-public school 
children at state expense. The bill, which has passed the lower house of 
the State Assembly, but must now be submitted to the upper house, has 

been protested by many Protestant .clergymen on pee a uee that it challenges 
the concept of church-state separation. 


* * * 
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Australia's fifth National Marriage and Family Week will be observed from 
May 9-15. The heme of the 1965 week is "Family Focus on the Children" 
and it willbe concerned with needs of children up to 12 years of age. The 
observance is arranged by representatives of the major Christian churches, 
the Jewish community, and many community organisations. 


* * * 


The Australian Council of Churches reports that its intake of 9,231 refugees 
and needy migrants in 1964 was the largest since the operation started in 
1950. The figure compares with 5,667 in 19643 - the previous highest annual 
total. The Council has now brought more than 50,000 refugees to Australia 
under a programme financed by churches all over the world. 


* * % 


Christians from throughout the world are expected to convene in Tainan, 
Taiwan, June 16-22 to celebrate the hundredth anniversary of the Presbyterian 
Church - and of Protestantism - on Taiwan. Special centennial services 

will be held throughout the island. The opening ceremonies will take place 
in Tainan where, in 1865, the first Christian missionary, Dr. James L. 
Maxwell of the English Presbyterian Church, opened a small shop for 

healing and preaching. Today the Presbyterian Church of Formosa is the 
largest of Taiwan's Christian churches, with some 17 5,000 adherents in 856 
congregations. 


* * * 


A new study, described as the first full-scale attempt to provide an 
alternative to the current proposal for the English Anglican-Methodist 
uiion, is scheduled for publication in England in early May. Titled "All 
in Hach Place ~ Toward Reunion in England" - the 250-page book presents 

the views of ten Anglican conservative evangelicals. It is based upon some 
three years' study by a group of evangelicals centring around the new 
Anglican research centre at Latimer House, Oxford. 


* % x 


Roman Catholic parishioners in the tiny village of Brufu in the Perugia 
province of Italy have gone "on strike" against use of the vernacular : 
(Italian) in the Mass. The congregation told its parish priest that members 
preferred the traditional "Latin" Mass. 


* * * 


A special institute has been established at the International Christian 
University in Tokyo to study the points at which Christianity has made an 
impact upon the culture of Japan. Less than one percent of Japan's 
population is Christian. 


a % x 
Seven committees, each with a specific assignment, have begun work under a 


commission set up by the Danish Government to study and recommend structural 
changes in the national Lutheran Church. 


RON Gena he 
The congregation of St. John's Episcopal Church in Savannah, Ga., (USA) has 


voted, 700 to 45, to withdraw from the Protestant Episcopal Church rather 
than ages Negroes to its worship services. EPS, Geneva 
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CCIA OFFICIAL REPORTS 
ON DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


(New York) ~ The goals of peace and democracy in the Dominican Republic 
require that the nation "be protected from unilateral or unauthorized 
outside forces, whether in the form of Communist subversion promoted and 
supported, outside the Dominican Republic or in the form of military units 
unilaterally despatched by the United States", a World Council of Churches 
international affairs expert stressed here. 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on 
Internationa} Affairs, said’ that “during the initial stages" of the present 
upheaval in the Latin American country the goals sought "may well be the 
responsibility of the Organization of American States (OAS), as a 

regional organization acting in accordance with the provisions of the 
United Nations charter", 


But he emphasized that the OAS force approved by that organization's 
Ministerial meeting on May 6 "must be multilateral in fact as well as in 
auspices... if it is to succeed in helping to establish an atmosphere of 
peace and reconciliation that will permit the functioning of democratic 
inatitutions" < 


He said the United Nations Security Council should keep the issue under 
close review in order to assure the truly multilateral nature of the force 
or in preparation for action in the event that this force's action to 
restore peace and constitutional government proves unsuccessful. He 

added that the Security Council "may consider helpful the authorization 

of a UN presence in the Dominican Republic to reinforce the stated aims 

of the OAS and to encourage Pacific settlements in accordance with the 
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter", . 


Dr. Nolde's comments were contained in an “interim report" sent to the US 
Secretary of State, the United Nations Secretary~General, the OAS Secretary 
General, and to CCIA National Commissions and Commissioners around the 
world. 


The report noted that comments on the p~esent situation were made within 
the framework of a report titled "Christians in the Struggle for World 
Community" received by the WCC's Second Assembly in 1954. This report 
held that regional associations such as the OAS "have a valid place in a 
cooperative world order" provided they meet certain requirements. Such 
organizations, it said,must: be "clearly defensive in character and 
military actions are subject to collective decision"; be "subordinate to 
and reinforcing the aims of the UN Charter"; "serve the genuine mutual 
interests and needs of the peeple of the region". 


The 1954 Evanston Report also declared: "One of the fundamental principles 
of internatiorelcommunity in the UN Charter is that of the ‘sovereign’ 
equality of states, great and small. This principle is again and again 

in danger of being disregarded by the Great-Pewers, not merely through 
efforts to dominate, but also through efforts to impcse a type of 
organization on the community of nations. Christians, therefore, should 
stand firmly for the respect and protection of the essential rights cf 
smaller nations.t me EPS, Geneva. 
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USA AGENCY EXPRESSES "SOLIDARITY 
WITH DOMINICAN REPUBLIC CHRISTIANS 


(New York) - A message expressing the "solidarity" cof Protestants in 
the USA with Christians in the Deminican Republic has been sent by the 
National Council cf Churches! Latin American Department to the 
church-related Servicio Social de las Iglesias Dominicanas. 


Signed by the Rev. Dana Greene, the NCC's Department's representative in 
the Latin American country, the message. conveyed "brotherly concern for 
the national independence cf the Dominican Republic" and the "well-being 
nf all its citizens. 


"We pledge to you nur prayer and material help to meet human suffering", 
it stated. "We are seriously questioning cur government's unilateral 
military action and insensitivity to the implication ef such acticn for 
inter-American relationships and the sclidarity cf the inter-American 
oommunity. We are expressing our concern tc the highest representative 
in the US Government." 


The message was sent prior to the announcement that the Organizaticn of 
American States is recruiting an inter-American military force tc help 
restcre peace in the country, EPS ,Geneva. 


Boblion SAPLISTS TO 
MAKE CHRISTIAN UNITY STUDY 


(Leeds) ~ Preparation of a full study designed to help shape and express 
Baptist opinion abnut theological concerns of current unicn discussicrs 
in Great Britain was reported to the annual Assembly of the Baptist Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 


News 2f.the new study was given to the 2,000 delegates convened here in 
the Unirn's 1964 report which stressed the urgency of fresh examination 
by each church of the "terms (on which) new alignments are desirable and 
possible". While these are difficult questicns for all churches, it 
said, they are perhaps m-re difficult for the Baptists who "have been 
somewhat show to engage themselves in current theological discussicns". 


Such study is required, however, because "on the basic issues Baptists 
have a testimony of their own to give as well as testimony to which’ they 
should be ready to listen, There is also the special Baptist witness | 
regarding the right mode and subjects for baptism...+" | 1 ns 


Special guests at the sessions were three Russian Baptist visitcrs who 
addressed a youth rally held prior t> the Assembly. EPS, Geneva. 


ANGOLA MISSION STAFF DROPS AS 
VISAS, RE-ENTRY PERMITS DENIED 


(New York) = Only six missionaries of the United Church (USA) are now 
working in:Angola, as crmpared with a normal ferce »f 30, Dr. Alford 
Carleton, executive vice-president of the church's Board Lex World 
Ministries reported here. 


He said six missionaries had been appointed to serve in Angola since 

1963, but, that they had been unable to obtain visas. At the same time 
missionaries on.leave have been denied re-entry permits. Despite these 
difficulties, he said, the church is continuing tc seek to obtain visas 
} . : rhc eae ea EPS, Geneva. 
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AUSTRAL. AN CHURCHMEN'S REACTIONS 
TO PLANS TO SEND TROOFS v0 VIETNAM 


(Sydney) -. The Australian government's decision to send troops for 
possible combat service. to Vietnam has brought various responses from 
Australian church leaders. 


The Archbishop of Melbourne, the Most Rev. Frank Woods, one of the signers 
of the original Anglican Bishops! statement urging negotiations, said that 
he approves the decision in. view of the rejection of President Johnson's 
offer to negotiate and. "since we are by our SEATO membership bound to our 
allies". (BPS No. 14) 


Dr. H. R. Gough, Anglican Archbishop of Sydney and Primate of Australia, 
described the decision as "a natural consequence" of Australia's joint 
responsibility for. Southeast Asian security. 


However, several Protestant leaders disagreed with the decision. The 
Rev. C. H. Hibbard, president of the Congregational Union of New South’ 
Wales, called it "tragic" that the government has had "to resort to 


force rather than negotiation...". The president of the New South Wales 
Methodist Conference, the Rev. EH. T. Walker, said the decision was | 
"regrettable". z _ EPS, Geneva . 


USA METHODIST AGENCY CRITICAL OF 
GOVERNMENT'S REACTION TO VIETNAM CRITICS 


(Detroit) -~ An American Methodist agency criticized here what is 
described as attempts by the Johnson Administration to limit"the right 
ito. , disagree" with the US government's policy on Vietnam. 


The Committee on Wo td Peace and International Affairs took exception 
specifically to an April 23 statement of Secretary of State, Dean Rusk, 
who had censured "the gullibility of educated men and the stubborn 
disregard of plain facts by men who are supposed to be DEERE our young 
menito think". eee 


The Methodist iid aoe ee a twa sGannok understand’ the ebeaad ty for 
excoriating those’ who differ with the Administration's policy." They 
also said that they "share with editors of the public press around the 
country" concern that information about Vietnam 'tnot be curtailed". 


Emphasizing that they were speaking for: the agency and not for The 
Methodist Church, the Committee members called for a halt to bombing in 
North Vietnam followed ee "an immediate cease- tk and a conference of 
nations involved". ae . ; EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL COMMISSIONS IN 
BRITISH R.C. DIOCESES 


(London) - The Roman Catholic hierarchy of England and Wales has announced 
the setting up of an ecumenical commission in' each of its 18 dioceses. 


The action was described by the Catholic Herald as "the most important 
step in the ecumenical movement (in Britain) yet to be announced". 


The new commissions will be composed of clergy, religious, and laity and 
will advise those arranging ecumenical functions in the diocese, as well 
as report. to the Vatican Secretariat. for Christian Unity. lessons learned 
from their ecumenical activities, These will. later be included. in a: 
General Directory outlining principles for implementation of the Vatican 
Council's Decree on Ecumenism. ; EPS, Geneva 
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METHODIST MAGAZINE CRITICAL 
OF WORLD CONFESSIONALISM 


(New York) - A. leading Methodist publication in the USA has criticized the. 
idea of a "world Methodist Church" and suggests that Methodists! involvement 
in trying to build up a world denomination may have hindered their partici- 
pation in church union negotiations. 


World Outlook, international Methodist magazine of missions, asserted in an 
editorial in its May issue that there is no longer any realistic choice 
between world confessionalism and united churehes within a country. NAny 
world confessionalism which tries to go beyond a loose, traditional 
arrangement is to our minds a regressive move", the editorial said. 


"We consider any attempt to set up a 'super! World Methodist Council or even 
the slightly more sophisticated alternative of a ‘world! General Conference 
as one that. ultimately will not work and can only serve to distract 
Methodists from other, more needed tasks. 


Titled "A Time of Transition", the editorial said that Methodists in the 
United States, must. be particularly concerned about these issues. "Methodists 
in this country", it noted, "are involved in the Consultation on Church 

Union along with five other denominations. Following the meeting of the 
Consultation in 1964 at Princeton, N.J., the Methodist delegation was accused 
in many news reports of 'bad faith'. Without going into the complexities 

of the situation, it can be argued that Methodist nostalgia for world 
confessionalism blinded its delegation to the realities of union negotiations." 


Normal circulation of World Outlook, which is published by the Methodist 
Board of Missions,is 130,000, but the May issue is being sent to 265,000 
persons, the largest distribution in its history because it contains the 
annual report issued by the Board of Missions and summaries of all Methodist 
mission work in the USA and 48 countries overseas. EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS 
SEND GIFT FOR. WCC WORK, FOR NEEDY 


(Geneva) -~ In a unique gesture of ecumenical friendship the students of 
Notre Dame International School, a Roman Catholic elementary ard igh 
school-level institution in Rome, have sent a gift of $123.71 to the Woz £d 
Council of Churches for use in its work to help the world's poor. 


A letter accompanying the donation said the school's students, of whom 
approximately two-thirds are Roman Catholic, collected the funds during 
Lent "in such a way that it would be a common gesture of all our students 
and in the hope that it represents the day-to-day lived experience of 
ecumenism here at Notre Dame. 


"This latter hope", the letter added, "is also the reason we have chosen your 
organization as the beneficiary of the fruits of this common sacrifice". — 
«.+(We believe ) this gesture'!s true significance lies in its express 
ecumenical concern for all our brothers." 


Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service, said here the funds would be used for the 
ecumenically-sponsored work of relief and rehabilitation in Algeria because 
"it seemed appropriate that the gift should be used in a land where 
representatives of the Roman Catholic Church and of the churches associated 
with the World Council of Churches stand shoulder to shoulder with each 
other in bearing witness through service to Christ..." EPS, Geneva 


ae 
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SITUATION REPORTED IMPROVING 
FOR PROTESTANTS IN SPAIN 


(Madrid) ~ Insreasing religious liberty for the Protestant minority 
in Spain is indicated in a report presented to the annual meeting of 
the Evangelical Council for Spain by the Rev. José Cardona-Gregori, a’ 
Baptist pastor and lawyer who is general secretary of the Evangelical 
Defence Crmmittee, bt ae 


Mr. Cardona-Gregsri told the meeting that in the past year the Spanish. 
government has licensed 28 Pratestant chapels and that all Protestant 
places of wership remain open, even if scme have not been cfficlally 
licensed,. >” i mi 


There is also a more liberal attitude towards importation cf Protestant 
literature, and publication of "many books" by Protestant authors has been 
permitted. .Difficulties encountered by Protestants seeking a civil 
wedding ceremony also have been eased, Tea 


The group voted to change the organization's name to the Spanish 
Evangelical Council noting thet its direction and administration arennow 
entirely in the hands of Spaniards, SRY aN EPS, Geneva, 


STATE COUNCIL GETS GOVERNMENT 
FUNDS TO AID MIGRANT WORKERS 


; (Duchan, N.C.) - The North Carolina Council of Churches has received a 
grant vf g 270,444. from the Government Office. of. Econcmic Opportunity to 
undertake an expanded programme of work with migrants and cther séasonal 
farm workers for a 12-month period which started on April “hb. Set 


The Council has conducted a ministry for migrants since 1951 and was the - 
only organization in the state which was appreved to receive benefits 
under the government programme, 


The Council programme includes a spiritual ministry, health Services, . 
day-care arrangements for children, homemaker services, sanitation, 
recreation, and clothing distribution. .-The government grant enables its 
expansion from three areas to eight in a total-of 26 cnunties. An 
estimated* 23,000 migrants come into the state during the harvesting: 
seasons, - 12,000 of them workers, and the rest wemen, children, and 
"hangers on", An estimated 150,000 pass through North Carolina en route 
fo Other dtatesyadilicw oP . : EPS, Geneva, 


USA CHURCH SYNOD: VOTES 

SUPPORT OF NATIONAL COUNCIL 

(Lexington, WC) - A:resolution reaffirming support of the National 
Council of Churches and a determination to "seek to establish freedom and 
dignity for all people" has been approved by delegates to the Scuthern . 
Synod of the United Church of Christ here. 


Unanimous, approval of the resolution was voted following an attack by a 
leading laymen of the host congregation, Mr. Sim de: Lapp, an attorney, 
who turned his welcoming address into a diatribe against clergy 
participation in the civil rights movement. EPS,” Geneva, 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS 
FURTHER STUDY OF METHODIST UNION PLAN 


(London) -~ Re-affirmation of the desire for full communion and eventual 
union between the Church of England and the Methodist Church, coupled with 
a request for further negotiations between the two churches, are the 
salient points of a report to be presented to the convocations of 
Canterbury and York meeting here May 18. 


The report, based upon replies received from the dioceses, recommends 
reconsideration of certain specific points in the present proposal and. 
suggests a new joint working committee should be set up to do this. It 
said this new committee should submit its report to the churches "not 
later than December, 1968" - a date which would make possible the holding 
of the reconciliation service in 1970. 


The report said the main "concerns" raised by dioceses which require 
further consideration are: the service of reconciliation, confirmation, 
marriage discipline, the use of un-fermented wine, Establishment, relations 
with Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches, disposal of the consecrated 
elements, relations’ with the Anglican communion, the diaconate, and lay 
celebration of Holy Communion. 


In spite of doubts about these the report said there is sufficient support 
for the main proposals to enable the Church of England to enter into 
negotiations with the Methodist hurch on the basis of three points. 


1. .The reconciliation of the two churches in a service which includes the 
integration of the two ministries; 


2. + ihe acceptance by the Methodist Church of episcopacy in continuity with 
the historic episcopate, and the invariable practice of episcopal ordination 
for its ministers in the future; 


3. <A first stage during which the Church of England and the Methodist 


Church remain distinct, but are in full communion with each other, to be 
followed by a second stage involving the organic union of the churches. 


Meanwhile, the Information Service of the Methodist Church reports voting 
on the proposals has been concluded in its synods and that while numerous 
synods had suggested ammendments and made requests for clarification 
"everywhere there has been overwhelming support for eloser relations". 
TAA : BPS, Geneva 


PACIFIC CHURCHES FAVOUR 
REGIONAL BODY 


(Tonga) - Constitution of a permanent Pacific Conference of Churches is 
generally favoured by churches in the. area, members of the Continuation 
Committee for the Conference were told here. 


Responses to a region-wide survey also show the churches generally approve 
a draft sonstitution for the new body.. 


The inaugural Assembly of the Conference is scheduled in May, 1966 at Lifou, 
in the Loyalty Islands upon invitation from the Evangelical Church of New 
Caledonia and the Loyalty Islands. Formal adoption of the constitution 

is expected then. 


Dyscussions looking towards formation of the new body were started in 1961 
following a meeting in Samoa. EPS, Geneva 
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GENEVA CHURCHES EXPRESS CONCERN 
FOR ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


(Geneva) -. Concern for the position of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
Turkey is. expressed in a statement adopted by the Eoument cal Rassemblement 
of Geneva. 


The organization whose members Ghiee eke all the city's Protestant, 
Orthodox, and Old. Catholic churches, said it is its "firm hope" that, in 
accordance with assurances given in.1964 and with the spirit of the 
Treaty of Lausanne, the Turkish. government will permit the Patriarchate 
complete freedom to pursue its religious tasks. 


"We base this hope of a just and tolerant attitudes. on the fact that 
the Patriarchate's vocation is purely spiritual and that Patriarch 

Athenagoras enjoys the unreserved esteem of the whole of Christendom... 
the, statement. said.. 


PAG es Vey 


In Pi a the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Hasan Isik, said 
that "the fact that the Turkish government has not removed the Patriarchate, 
which has been (in Istanbul) for more than five hundred years, is the best 
proof of the Turkish people's feelings of hospitality for that institution. 


"The position of the Patriarchate is not a problem of foreign policy. The 
Patriarch is protected by the laws of Turkey. Moreover there has never 
been any question of expelling him from Turkey ..." . EPS, Geneva 


DR. ALPHONS KOECHLIN, DIES. 
IN BASLE AT AGE OF 80 


(Basle). - Tribute to the "very great pe Ce yes to the life of the 
ecumenical movement" made by Dr. Alphons Koechlin, who died May 8 at the - 
age of 80 after .a long illness, was paid here by Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches. He BPRS at. Sasol hte 
services held May LO. 


He ‘recallea that Dr. Koechlin had served the World Alliance of YMCA's as 
vice- president during. the time when Dr. John R. Mott was president and that 
in the ge Conference on Life and Work held in Stockholm he was well- 
known as a gifted interpreter of ecumenical discussions. With the late 
Bishop G. K. A. Bell of Chichester, England, he played an important role in 
determining the policy of the ecumenical movement for the church conflict . 
in Germany. During the Second World War he helped greatly in maintaining 
the links between churches on opposing sides. After the war he served as 
first chairman of the WCC's Reconstruction Department and laid the basis 
for the work. of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and 

World Service. As president of the Basel Mission he also was active in |. 
the life of the International 1] Missionary Council. Sete 2 me 


The World Council was also represented at the fuaiaes services. by 
_ Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chairman of the Administrative Committee of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, .and World Service. EPS, Geneva 
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RABBI WARNS AGAINST 
MIXED MARRIAGES 


(Dusseldorf) - A strong warning against mixed marriages between Jews and 
persons of other religious faiths was issued here. by Rabbi rates Grunewald 


of Munich. 


Writing in the current issue of the major publication of the German 
Jewish community, Rabbi Grunewald declared that Jewish opposition to 
mixed marriages has its roets in the tradition of the Talmud, and is not 
based upon racial theories. 


For thousands: of years Jews have remained true to their ideals.of family 
and religion because they have objected "to mixing Judaism with strange 
traditions and thus_ weakening the power of Judaism to proclaim its unique 
message to the world", he wrote. He noted that in the 19th century every 
branch of Judaism in ieee: was united in maintaining that mixed marriages 
were "the most dangerous enemy" to continuance of the faith. This was why 
Jews who had married women of other faiths were rarely found in public 
‘positions in Judaism. EPS, Geneva 


NEW BUREAU. TO PROMOTE 

GERMAN LUTHERAN/RO TALKS 

(Hardehausen, West Germany) - The German Roman Catholic hierarchy has 
established a."contact bureau" to promote poasbas Srsope ase with the 
Evangelical C urch in Germany (EKID). 


Announcement of. the-new. agency. was:made to some 100°Protestant and Roman 
Catholic journalists and theologians attending a 10th annual. joint 
conference here. 


Lorenz Cardinal Jaeger, ied Weedon of Paderborn, said one of the first issues 
to be studied by the new bureau will.be the aati of the eamanaeabery of 
Protestant converts. : 


He noted that his Archdiocese and the Evangelical Church of Westphalia 

have already reached agreement on this issue with the understanding that the 
Westphalian Church will conduct baptisms in the name of the. Trinity and with 
the sprinkling of water. In return, the Roman Catholic Church in the area 
will cease re-baptism of converts. EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERAN MINORITY. CHURCHES 

READY FOR DIALOGUE 

(Silac, Czechoslovakia): -~ Readiness for dialogue and cooperation with all 
churches, including the Roman Catholic Church, was expressed in a statement 
issued by some 100 delegates from 20 countries ee the Fifth 
Conference of Lutheran Minority Churches here. 


The Conference requested the Lutheran World Federation in its efforts to 
establish dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church to keep in mind the 

voice of Lutheran minority churches "because it is they who Pee bey, oot the 
hardships of being confronted by a majority church". 


It also called upon the Federation and the World aetna. Churches to 
continue their efforts for peace and international understanding noting 

that "all churches must do their utmost to promote the cause of peace in 
‘the world as this is the only way in which they can truly follow their’ Lord". 


q EPS, Geneva 
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GIRMANS REMEMBER CHURCH 
AID GIVEN FOLLO.ING AR 


(Frankfurt-am-M.in) - Gratitude for the help given by the world's churches 
t> Germany following her defeat in “orld War. II wag expressed here by 

br. Theodore’Schober, president of Innere Mission und Hilfwerk, the - 

home and overseas aid agency of the ivangelical Church in Germany (KID). 


Sp2aking at ceremonies marking the 20th anniversary o£ Germany's 

defeat, Dr. Schober noted that even before the end cf the war the \orld 
Council of Churches, then in process of formation, had started making 
plans for aid to Germany and that at its first Assembly in Amsterdam the 
WCC has stressed the need for large scale help to German refugees. 


This latter concern, he said. "broke down the 'wall of silence! which had 
existed for years about the German refugees and testified to the love 
of Christ which transcends all frontiers and divisions". EPS, Geneva. 


ASIAN CHURCHJS SSEN PROVIDING 
NEXT BIG "THRUST" FOR CHRISTIANITY 


(New York) - The churches of Asia, not those of Burope or North America, 
will provide Christianity's next big thrust, Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, 
president emeritus of Union Theological Seminary, said here. 


"The churches of Asia are far more buoyant in their faith and far more. 
contagious than churches in the United States", he told the annual dinner 
meeting of the United Board of Christian Higher Education in Asia. 


Further Asian Christian colleges are "stronger, more powerful, and more 
outgoing than their Christian countcrparts in this country. 


"The Christian movement in Asia is in the hands of the Asians", he 
declared. "They're the ones who meet you at the airport. They're. the 
ones who run the (Christian) institutions. This is not to say they don't. 
want missionarics. They do. They welcome them as fellow-workers." 

EPS, Geneva. 


MORE PASTORS, PROFZSSORS 
REQUIRED IN CONGO. 


(Luluabourg, Congo) - The general secretary of the Congo Protestant 

Council has issued an urgent request for more teachers of religion for state 
schools, more pastors for large cities, and more chaplains for the 

nation's armed forces. 


These necds were singled out in the report of secretary general Pierre 
Shaumba to the General Assembly of the CPC, meeting at the Protestant ~ 
Centre here. His report also called attention to the progress of the’ 
church during the past year, despite events that troubled some regions of 
the country, | 


The conference, attended by 60 representatives of the Congc's majer 
Protestant churches, was climaxed by a memorial service for Protestant 
missionaries, nine Congolese pastors, and other Christians who lcst their 
lives as a result of last year's fighting. EPS, Geneva. ~ 
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SOME DIVISIONS BETWEEN PEOPLE, 
NOT CHURCHUS, “CC LaadER ST..TES 


(London } — Dre le As Visser 't Hooft, general.secretary of the ‘Jorld 
Council of Churches, said’here that some.of the main contemporary 
divisions in Christendom “are not between the churches, but. between those 
people in all.churches who take their, stand definitely on the Bible and 
those whose thought is dominated by other considerations". 


Addressing the annual meeting of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 

the (CC leader, declared that "practically all divisions started.with.a . 
disagreement concerning the true interpretation cof the Bible, but by far 
the strongest.common tie bringing and holding the churches together is. the 
Bible, The growth of-the ecumenical.movement took plade atva time: oft iv 
renewal of biblicalithéeclogy." — = s Ne Me ae i PE 


He added that the Bible essentially presents two basic truths for the whole 
ecuménical. movement: the first is that "unity must become tengible and , 
visible";. the second is: that "unity does not mean uniformity as the New " 
Testament shows us an extraordinary richtiess\in its various structures and 
forms of expression", i a Pala A ees eS 


The ‘society's general secretary, Drs NE Cockburn, reported a record’ 
circulation by the world's ‘Bible Societies of more than 70,000,000 copies ~~ 
of the Scriptures in 1964e i fo oe ‘BPS, Geneva. ©. tye 


ANGLISH:PRESBYTERIANS SEEK 
~TDER UNITY MOVES 


(Newcastle-upon-Tyne ) - Meeting here May 3 - 7, the Annual General. . sti ih 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of England gave full support 10.- Tne.) 
proposal of the Nottingham Faith and Order Conference of 1964 that the 
member. churches..of the British Council should covenant together to © 
inaugurate tnion by an agreed date. © (EPS No. 20) A ual at 


Welcoming the Mndote of urgency" sounded in the Nottingham resolution, 
the Assembly declared:.its acceptance of the principle cf such a covenant 


as "the way towards the one Church renewed for missicn", and instructed: 


its appropriate committees.to "take all possible steps with a view to the 
immediate initiation of.discussions" to establish the. terms on which such. 
a covenant might be.foundéd. The Assembly's decision is being 
communicated to the British Council's member churches. | ‘i 
In another decision the Assembly agreed "with unanimity and acclamation" 
to.send to presbyteries and sessions the Statement of Convictions drawn up - 
by a joint’ committee for conversations between the Presbyterian Church Ofee 
fingland and the Congregational Union cf England and, ales, This. ‘ 


statement sets out common convictions "on which a united Church, catholic 
and reformed, might be built”. If this statement finds acceptance in 
both denominations, it will form the basis of plans for their organic 
union. The present conversations between the twe churches began with 
the covenant; of 9510 yy. : EPS, Geneva. 
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CHR. STIAN BROADCASTERS PLAN 
EXPANDED PROGRAMME 


(Jerusalem, Jordan) - Establishment of a "circulating library" of religious 
television programmes and the coordination of training facilities for 
broadcasters from developins countries were among new projects announced here 
by the Executive Committee of the World Association for Christian 
Broadcasting. (WACB) 


Association officials said both projects were aimed to meet the urgon” 
needs in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 


They also announced the organization will be able to provide support for a 
number of Christian broadcasting projects in these areas thanks toa gift 
made by Station NCRV, the Netherlands, the oldest Christian broadcasting 
organization in existence. 


Detailed plans for the development and coordination of training facilities 
for African broadcasters will be discussed at a meeting June 22-26, in 
Enugu, Nigeria, to be held under joint sponsorship of WACB and the 
Information Department of the World Council of Churches. 


WACB membership now numbers 60 agencies and. almost 200 individuals working 
in the field in all parts-of the world. Formed in May, 1963, it seeks. 

"to provide a working fellowship of churches, agencies, organizations, and 
persons concerned with the use of radio and television to proclaim the 
Christian Gospel in its relevance to the whole of life, and the role of 
these media in society". EPS, Geneva 


FACE FACTS OF HISTORY, 
BISHOP LILJE ADVISES GERMANS 


(Bonn) - Attempts to “explain away" Germany's role in precipitating two 
world wars or "to glorify the past" were characterized here by Bishop 
Hanns Lilje of Hannover. as "weak, cowardly, and unsuccessful", 


Speaking at a ceremony rarking the twentieth anniversary of Germany's 
ecpitulation the Lutheran leader declared that the German people should never 
be allowed to forget that "total warfare was followed by- total defeat". 


But the question still remains unanswered, he said, "how such a national 
catastrophe as Hitler's 'Third Reich! was ever possible in Germany". The 
most probable answer, he suggested, was that "thoughtless opportunism" had 
undermined people's capacity to make decision and to say ‘No’. 


"If we want to avoid experienceing the same kind of tragedy again, the only 
way to do so is to be far more alert spiritually and ethically in making 
our historical decisions", he declared. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Protestant, Jewish, and Roman Catholic scholars will be among the 
contributors to an encyclopedia on modern atheism scheduled for publication 
next year under sponsorship of Father Vincenzo Miano, secretary general 

of the Vatican Secretariat for Non-Christians. The volume is expected to 
be published in six languages - Italian, French, English, German, Spanish, 
and Arabic. 


* * * 


— 
ay 
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The Pope has created a special section to deal’ with Moslem-Christian 
relations as part of the Vatican Secretariat for Non-Christians. 


% Hen) se 


The American Jewish Congress has been awarded a three-year grant by the 
Ford Foundation t» aid Negro businessmen. 


* * % 


The Second Evangelical Italian Congress is scheduled.in Rome May 26-30 — 45 
years after the first-held in 1920. Some 300 representatives of eight 
churches are expected to attend, as well as observers from European and 
North American. churches and the ‘Jorld Council of Churches. 


* * * 


Catholic-Jewish clergy and laity are holding dialogues on at least twenty 
USA Roman Catholic college campuses this year under joins sponsorship of 
the Anti-Defamation League and the colleges. Subjects under discussion 
cover a wide range including social justice, race relations, anti-Semitism, 
church-state relations, family and cultural life, and economic concerns. 

% * * 


The contributions of Sunday School children of the Presbyterian US Church 
(Southern) will finance the purchase of bicycles and motorbikes for | 
ministers in rural areas in the Congo, Brazil, meen and Korea. ~The 
youngsters raised B6, ee by doing odd- cee 


¥ x x 


The foundation stone for the new Protestant "Church of the Reconciliation" 
to be constructed at the site of the former Dachau concentration camp was 
laid at a ceremony May 8 marking the 20th anniversary of the end of 

World War Il, . GON eo . 


x 4 * 


The foundation stone of the meeting hall of the Ecumenical Christian 
Centre,. Bangalore, was laid by Mrs. Renuka Mukherji Somasekjar, chairman 
‘of the National Christian Council of India, at a recent cone sels attended 
by large numbers of people. ‘This will be ‘the organization's first 
pbuilding. Although called a centre, its programme until now'has been a 
decentralized operation in various parts of South India. 


* ay * 


A delegation of East German Reoteevens churchman has spent several days 
in Vienna to discuss possibilities of closer ties with Austrian 
Protestant churches. Suggestions included the exchange of theological 
school teachers and students, and arrangements for East German pastors to 
serve as deputy pastors for Austrian clergy during vacation periods. . 


we * * 


The Orthodox Institute of St. Sergius, Paris, has named as “its new rector 
Archpriest, Alexis Keniazeff, dean and professor of. Old Testament and 

_ pastoral theology. He beamlets (A Mgr. Cassien who died in January, 
Archbishop George of the Russian Orthodcx Church in \estern Europe under 
the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate was named honorary rector. 


% * * 
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The New York Baptist City Society has urged religious groups in the 
metropolitan area to encourage economic development in the city's 
predominantly Negro-area of Harlem by making deposits in Harlem banks. 
As a "gesture of support" the Society deposited $25,000 in four Harlem 
banks. 


% * * 


The National Division of the Methodist Board of Missions (USA) has 

invited other churches to join with it in a pilot programme designed to 
train ministers and laymen in "new skills, insights and techniques for- 
Christian mission in the city". The project's"classrooms" will be the 
"streets, apartment houses, business establishments, church buildings, and 
community centres". The Division has voted an initial $500,000 to finance 
the programme for two years. 


* * * 


‘The World YWCA held a consultation on "Membership practice in the YWCA" at 
Mont Pélérin, Switzerland, May 9-12. This meeting is being followed Pes a 
Sere of the World YWCA Executive Committee, May i12- Bice 


* x x 


Possibilities of further cooperation between the World Council of Churches 
‘and the International Labour Organization were explored in a recent 
informal meeting of staff representatives of the two organizations in 
Geneva. The meeting discussed plans for exchange of information in fields 
of mutual interest such as technical assistance, migrant workers, the 
sociological aspects of work, youth work, and the place of women in work 
and society. <A further meeting is scheduled in July. 


* * * 


"The Views of Man Implied in Some Educational Systems" was the topic of a 
small four-day meeting held resently at the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council of Chuiches, near Geneva. It was sponsored by the Joint 
Study Committee on Education of the WCC and the World Council of Christian 
Kducation. Speakers included Professor Michael Polanyi, of Oxford, 
Professor Roy Nibiett .of the Institute of Education of. the University of 
‘London, and Professor Cornelius Peursen of the University. of Hee oDak One 
Netherlands. 


* * * 


A Latin Mass Society has been formed in London to use "every means in its 
power to restore the Latin Mass, preserve the traditional music of the 
Roman Catholic Church, and establish a channel of communication between 
the laity and the hierarchy of England and Wales". Between 200 and 300 
people, including three or four priests, attended the Society's inaugural 
meeting. Officials say the Society has a membership of 1,000 persons. 


* * * 


The Evangelical Confederation of Brazil has set up two special committees 
to study restructuring of the organization. At its recent. bi-annual 
assembly the Confederation also named as its new president the Rev. Dr. José 


C. Ferraz. © vies EPS, Geneva 
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NiW ZEALAND CHURCHiS PROPOSE 
HACC AID IN ARRANGING VIuTNAM TALKS 


(“ellington, N.Z.) - Leaders of the major churches in New Zealand have 
proposed that the East Asia Christian Conference use its "good »xffices" in 
seeking to arrange a meeting of governnént leaders of :North andtSvuth 
Vietnam to negotiate a cease-fire. ; 


A delegation from member churches of the New Zealand Cuuncil of Churches, 
accumpanied by Roman Catholic archbishop McKeefry, informed Prime Minister 
Keith J. Holyoake of the proposal here. 


A heated debate is currently underway in New Zealand cuncerning proposals 
before Parliament to send combat troops to Vietnam, as Australia has 
already done. vite ' 


The delegation, which was led by Mr. Norman Perry, lay moderator of the 
New Zealand Presbyterian Church, tvld the Prime llinister it was hoped 
it would not be necessary to send in the nation's troops and offered to 
request BACC "to use its gvod offices in making an aporoach if possible 
through Christians in both North and South Vietnam to leeders vf the 
contending furces". ; 


The New Zealand Council of Churches is a member agency of the HACC. 
Although the Roman Catholic Church is not a member, a spokesman said that 
it 'fully associated" itself with the proposal. . 


Mr. Perry has gone to Jaffna, Ceylon tv consult on the proposal with 

Dr. D. Te Niles, GACC general secretary. Before leaving he commented 
that "while a personal journey is not necessary, nuthing else seems 
adequate for conveying the tremendous interest and concern felt throughout 
the country with regard to this matter", ie . . EPS, Geneva. 


NATIONAL PROTESTANT CHURCH DUE TO 
ORGANIZE IN ECUADOR THIS SUMMER 


(Quito, Zeuador) - After five years of negotiations, a national 
Protestant church is taking shape in Ecuador, 


This summer a number of independent congregations will be invited to join 
in a new, united, national church. The cunstituting assembly will be held 
here ‘in late -June,~ according to plans voted unanimously by the Church of 
the Brethren in Ecuador and the United Andean Indian Mission, 


Steps toward the organization of the national church began five years ago 
among Mcuador's scattered Protestant congregations and missions, but 
subsequent problems have delayed its actual formation. Ecuador has the 
smallest percentage of Protestants of any Latin American country. Its 
scattered congregations are the result of a generation of missionary work 
among: the Indians of the Andes and in some rural and city areas. 
Geographically and culturally many of these congregations have little in 
common, but they recognize the need to unite to form a stronger church. 


The United Andean Indian Mission is a cooperative effort of four U.S. 
churches - the United Church of Christ, the Evangelical United Brethren, 
the United Presbyterian Church U.S.A., ani the Presbyterian Church U.S. 
(Southern). Also working with the congregations which have resulted from 
U.,A.1-M. work are missionaries from the “aldensian Church of Uruguay and 
Argentina, the Mennonite Church of Paraguay, and the Latin American Board i 
of Missions, an agency of the General Conference of .the Methodist Churches 
of Latin America, | Ae - UPS, Geneva. 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND PANEL 
ON FREE MASONRY 


(Edinburgh) - A Church of Scotland panel, which for the past year has been | 
investigating free masonry, reported here that it could not reach complete 
agreement on Christian participation in such organizations, 


The panel did agree, however, upon the right of the church to remind those 
of its members who were free masons that their masonic vows should in. no 
way conflict with their more solemn vows of membership in the Body of 
Christ. 


The report said that some members of the panel held the view that total 
obedience to Christ precluded membership in such an organization. 


The secrecy of freemasonary activities also troubled several panel | 
members, "hile secrecy itself is neutral", the report said, "in general 
where it exists there is immunity from criticism and judgement of others 
and therefore the obligation of self-criticism is all the more stringent." 
BPS, Genevas 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTURBURY VOULD CHANGE 
LAWS DEALING \.ITH HOMOSEXUALS 
(London) -~ The Archbishop of Canterbury joined other members of the House 


of Lords here in urging that homosexual practices between consenting males 
no longer be considered as a criminal offence. 


Dr. A. M. Ramsey said that "just as fornication is always wrong, So 
homosexual acts are always wrong. But wrong acts in this case, as in 
others, can have various degrees of culpability attaching to then, 


"7. think the case of altering the law in respect to homosexual acts 
between consenting adults in private rests on reason and justice." 


The Archbishop took part in a debate on a report by the government- 


sponsored vice-investigating group called the Wolfenden Committee. The 
committee in 1957 recommended that such acts should no longer be considered 
a criminal offence. The proposal has been endorsed by the British 


Council of Churches, the Church Assembly, and the Moral ‘jetfare Council 
(now the Board for Social Responsibility) of the Church of England, a 
Roman Catholic advisory committee, the Methodist Church, and many leading 
individual Christians. — HPS, Genevae 


US, PRESBYT RIAN (SOUTH URN) 
ORDAIN FIRST OMAN MINIST oR 
(Richmond, Virginia) ~ Dr. Rachel Henderlite, 59, of the Presbyterian Board 


of Christian “ducation, has been ordained as the first woman minister of 
the Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern). 


The ordination service, which took place at All Souls! Presbyterian, Church, 

a predominantly Negro congregation here, was the culmination of 12 years 

of efforts to bring women into the full ministry of the church, 
BPS, Geneva, 
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DICARWS APPROVES PROJECTS FOR 
AFRICA/INDIA EMERGENCIES 


.(Geneva)..- Projects to help meet refugee needs in 12 African countries 
.-and.to provide emergency help in such urgently needed nation-building 
enterprises as hospital develcfments, nurses! training, farm schools, 
youth centres, teacher-training, and the provision of scholarships were 
approved by the Executive Committee of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee, and World Service when it met in Geneva, May 12 - 15. 


Altogether, approval was given to projects under the Ecumenical Programme 
for Emergency Action in Africa (EPEAA) totalling more than $3,380,000 

(of which $956,304 is for refugee needs) and authcrised expenditure on 
these, when funds are available, of $2,581,723. fir 


The World Council has appealed to its member churches to subscribe 
$10,000,000 over a five-year period towards EPFEAA which is to be 
administered by a special agency which the All Africa Conference of 
Churches is setting up. 


So. far, the WCC in Geneva has received $500,000 in cash towards the ten 
million dollar appeal. But this is the first token response. During 
the summer denominational bodies in many countries will be meeting to 
work out their appropriate. commitment to EPEA 


Already, the Lutherans in the USA have undertaken to raise from their 
congregations half a million dollars towards the work of EPEAA. The 
Methodist Church in the USA expects its contribution will be between 
$1,000,000 and $1,250,000. Again, the Executive Committee of DICARWS 
heara during its meeting that a contribution of. $100,000 has been received 
from the churches in Sweden to support EPEAA projects in South Africa. 
This Swedish contribution is included in the 2500,000 cash income that has 
now been received in Geneva. ee 


The Ecumenical Programme for Emergency Action in Africa is a coordinated 
plan to meet refugee: and nation-building needs that African Christians 
believe must be carried out as matters of urgency. They were submitted 
during three surveys made during the last six months and together call 

_ for $10,000,000 in support - the sum for which the WCC has appealed to its 
member churches. ha Mas 


The Executive Committee of DICARWS also authorised the director of the 
division, Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, to obtain resources, in cash and gifts, 
amounting to about $900,000 for the resettlement of refugees from East 
Pakistan who have entered India. 


It was reported that there are about 280,000 refugees from Rast Pakistan 
in India. They are living in more than 100 camps. Fifty of these camps 
and half the refugee population are in Assam and the rest are in 1l1.other 
Indian states. poe i i i te : | eh ? ‘ 


Programmes of relief and rehabilitation have been. drawn up and these call 
for medical units, clothing, blankets, vitamins and supplementary food, 
tractors, jeeps, improved cattle herds, looms, various kinds of raw 
materials, scholarships, and trained staff to help them begin various 
activities that will make them sélf-supporting. | | 


The member churches of the World Council are also helping some 55,000 
Tibetan refugees now in India whom the National Christian Council of India 
is caring for. There is a high incidence of tuberculosis anong these 
refugees so that more than 250 new cases have to be admitted to Christian 
hospitals every year. | iui Ret Sy RE Bc anne 
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Scholarships have been provided for 89 children and 300 infants are looked 
after in nursery schools and creches. There are 4,000 aged Tibetans in 
the camps who also need cares 


The National ‘Christian Council is planning to place 14,000 Tibetans on the 
land as soon as new land has been made available by clearing the bush and 
to establish 2,000 more in industrial settlements. EPS, Geneva 


'SECULAR! JEWISH LOBBYING 
ON VATICAN IL CRITICIZED © 


(New York) - The president of the Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 
has. criticized "Jewish secular agercies" for ‘attempting to lobby for 
theologicAl changes and doctrinal. amendments among the pare ane clergy at 
the. sessions of the Ecumenical Council". 


Moses I. Feuerstein, referring to the draft declaration on the Jews, which, 
if approved, would absolve the Jews of the charge of "deicide" in the 
Crucifixion of Christ, declared that "the Jewish secular pressure groups. 
render a great disservice to the welfare of Jewry by engaging in programmes 
intended to revise Ca tholic eee ees liturgy,and catechetical doctrines. 


"These operations", Mr. Feuerstein added, "tend to diminish the dignity of 
the: Jewish community and to create situa tions which are highly detrimental 
to better inter-religious understanding". Lene EPS, Geneva 


RCO MOVE 70 REHABILITATE 
MEMORY OF JOHN HUSS 


(Constance) - Roman Catholic leaders here have Launched an ‘appeal 

- designed to rehabilitate the memory of Bohemian Reformer John Huss in the 
Roman Catholic church because "it is-no longer tolerable" that he "should 
continue to bear the stigma of his condemnation. by the Council of 
Constance which nay have bean wrong". 


Signers of the appeal, orgs enized by Dr. Otto me want, Tnalaa, archivist of the 
Constance Library, requested the re-opening of legal enquiry by an 
ecclesiastical court of law to re-examine Huss! trial "with the aim of 
absolving him so that his strictly moral life and his courageous death may 
be. a blameless pattern in future for all Christians, including Roman 
Catholics". 


Huss was exoommunicated in February 1411 for teachings deemed incompatible 
with church doctrine. He was tried. and convicted of. heresy by the Council 
of Constance and suffered death at the stake with aie fortitude on 

July 6, 14156 Ban! Nl EPS, Geneva 


“~ 


SEPARATISTS CHURCHES IN SOUTH AFRICA 

OFFERED AID BY CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE 

(Umtata) - A major effort to end "the spiritual isolation" of the large 
number of members of African Separatist Churches, sometimes referred to 


as African Independent Churches, is being made by the Christian Institute 
of South Africa, its director reported here. 


The Rev. C. F. Beyers Naude, speaking to representatives of those churches, 
said the Institute was eager to assist them because it was concerned about 
the widening divisions between Christians of different shurches, cultures 
and races. 


| _ Leaders_ of the Separatist Churches later discussed with Mr. Naude some of 
_ their "urgent needs", in phe al tinamaels of eae and the sober ee of their 
% a r< tees isa PENG Te . enh Prise teh an | Me et pe 
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TOKYO SEMINARY TO BE 
RSLOCATED AT UNIVERSITY 


(Tokyo ) ~ Officials of the International Christian University in Japan and 
of Tokyo Union Theological Seminary have jointly announced the conclusion 
of an agreement by which the seminasy will move to the ICU Campus. 


Representatives of the two snhools have Signed a contract for the transfer 
of over four acres of ICU land to the seminary, culminating talks on 
cooperation that began on an informal basis five years ago, The agreement 
emphasized that each institution is to maintain its autonomy. while 
mutually benefiting by "functional cooperation", 


The move is regarded as a significant step toward collaboration between 
theological and university education - the first example of such an 
institutional relationship in Japan. LPS, Geneva. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OFFICIAL 
NAMED TO wcc POST 


(Geneva) ~ The Rev. H. A. Hamilton has been named assistant general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, His appointment to the post 
to complete the final year of a three-year term of Dr. Roland W, scott, 
was announced here by Dr, W. A. Visser !'t Hooft, WCC general secretary. 
It is effective immediately. 


Dr. Scott, who has served 72 the position since January 1964, has 
resigned to accept a position as teacher of missions and world Christianity 
at Garrett Theological Seminary, Evanston, Ill., (USA). 


Mr. Hamilton has been serving for the past two years as a co~secretary of 
the joint study commission on education of the iC and the World Council 

of Christian Education and Sunday School association, He will continue to 
be associated with the work of the commission. 


A Congregational minister, he is a former chairman of the Congregational 
Union of Great Britain and principal of Westhill Training College at 
Birmingham, Sngland, | HPS, Geneva, 


MASS MiDIA CENTRES PLANNED 
IN FAR EAST BY LWF UNIT 
(Jerusalem, Jordan) - stablishment of "mass media centres" in Japan and 


the Chinese-language area of the Far Bast was voted here by the Lutheran 
World Federation's Commission on World Mission. . 


The centres are to have "a threefold specialized outreach ministry to 

non-Christians, involving research, liaison between the Lutheran churches 
and the mass media industry, and the undertaking of Specific projects in 
radio, television, literature, and films", EPS, Geneva. 
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ARCHBISHOP WARNS OF DANGER OF 
SCHISM IN FRENCH RC CHURCH 


(Paris). - The Roman Catholic Coadjutor Archbishop of Rouen, Mgr. Pallier, 

said here that there.is a possibility of a achism in the Church of France 

at the end of 1965 when Vatican Council texts on religious liberty and the 
place of the Church in the world are promulgated. 


He predicted the schism would affect only a small number of Catholics, but 
they. would "harden in their state of malaise". 


‘Msgr. ‘Pallier, speaking to a regional congress of Independent Catholic 
Action Workers, said that the hierarchy receives a daily Flood: of maa. 
expressing "a refusal of obedience and. fidelity to the church in its new 
aspect and which by their tone could be the. preparation for a schism-- 


The comment has caused considerable discussion here. Although there has 
peen talk for some time of an approaching "schism", Msgr. Pallier is the 
first member of the French hierarchy .to mention the possibility publicly. 


The Catholics in question are those who are frequently called Nintegrists". 
They have resisted the Council's liturgical reforms and on numerous 
ovucasions have tried tc disrupt meetings or even religious services in which 
well-known "progressive" priests have participated. EPS, Geneva 


wec, NON-wCC CONSTITUENT 

MEwBERS MEET hoes 

(Geneva) - Fifty members of constituent churches of the the World Council 
of Churches and members of churches whose "evangelical" convictions keep 
them out of membership in the WCC, met in a conference at the Ecumenical 
Institute of the WOC at Bossey from May 10-14. The theme of their 
discussion was "The understanding of the (hurch in church groups inside 
and cutside the World Council of Churches". 


Introductory lectures were given by Dr. Dale Moody, professor of systematic 
theology at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, USA; 

Dr. H. Greeven, professor of New Testament of the University of Bochun; 

the Rev. Jean-Paul Benoit of the Evangelical Alliance in France, Pariss$ 

and Canon Waddams of the Church of England. Father Paul Verghese, an 
associate general secretary of the WCC, led daily Bible studies. 


In the very frank discussion between participants attention was focussed 
on the nature of the Church and its responsibility in the world. The 
meeting also examined such questions as the relationships of the WCC with 
the Roman Catholic Church; the political pronouncements of the WCC; inter- 
confessional relations, and on-going unions. . 


All participants expressed their appreciation of this opportunity to have 
an open exohange of views and their desire to see this type of gathering, 
initiated at Bossey in 1961, continued regularly. BPS, Geneva 


No. 17 - 20th May, 1965 8. 


NEW MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 
REPORTED IN SOUTH KOREA 


(St. Louis) ~ A US missionary in South Korea reported here "an amazing 
opportunity" for Christian missions in that country today where "eighty 
per cent of the population professes no religion at all, and is hungry for 
a: faroh Poor Lt) thew word i. 


Dr. Samuel H. Moffett, professor at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Seoul, said that Buddhists and Confucianists in the Asian nation have been 
losing ground recently and that ‘Christians are now the largest numerical 
group in the country. Of Christian bodies working in South Korea, he said, 
Presbyterians have the most members, Roman Catholics are second, and 
Methodists third. There are about 1,500,000 Protestants and 500,000 
Catholics in South Korea tcday. 


Dr. Moffett also reported that "relations between Catholics and Protestants 
have improved splendidly since Vatican Council II and we are now actively 
cooperating in relief and rehabilitation work and in other “areas". 

EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRIAN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 
EXPANDS MEMBERSHIP 


(Vienna) - Four additional churches have joined the Ecumenical Council of 
Austria which until now has had only two members - the Evangelical Church 
of the Augsburg and Helvetic Confession and the Old Catholic Church. 


The new members, all of which have their headquarters in Vienna, are: 
the Anglican Church in Austria and four Orthodox Churches - the Greek 
Orthodox Church, the Rumanian Orthodox Church, the Russian Orthodox 

Church (Patriarchate of Moscow), and the Serbian Orthodox Church. 


The Council also approved for observer status the Vienna Community Church 
which serves English-speaking Protestants of different denominations in 
the city. 


It was indicated the Armenian Church in Vienna also will soon seek 
memberships Then Council membership will include nearly all the non-Roman 
Catholic :churches of the nation. EPS, Geneva 


NASSER GIFT FOR 
COPTIC CATHEDRAL 


(Cairo) - UAR President Gamel Abdel Nasser has announced a government 
contribution of Hgyptian £100,000 ($250,000) for use in construction of a 
new cathedral for the Coptic Orthodox Church. 


President Nasser made the announcement at a meeting here with His Holiness 
Patriarch Anba Kyrillos VI ‘and: other officials of the Patriarchate. 


The gift was widely publicized in UAR newspapers, both secular and church- 
related. Watny, a Christian weekly, commented that in making the gift 
President Nasser "gives the world an example of love and tolerance and non- 
discrimination... There is no doubt that the decisions of our beloved 
president will be received by the Coptic people with pleasure, gratitude, 
and consideration." EPS, Geneva 
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FACC INVESTIGATING POSSIBILITIES 
OF AID IN NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM 


(Geneva) - Investigation of the possibilities of providing an extensive 
programme of emergency aia to refugees in both North and South Vietnam 
is being made under the auspices of the East Asia Christian Conference, 
the region-wide organization of ehurches and church-related agencies. 


FACC inter-church aid secretary, the Rev. Alan Brash, announced here that 
the organization has sent U Thaung Tin, prominent Burmese layman, to 
Vietnam to discuss with officials of the Vietnam Evangelical Church the 
kind of aid required and methods of distribution. It also has launched 
an appeal for funds and personnel among its member bodies. 


Support of such an undertaking, which would be conducted under EACC auspices, 
was also assured by the Divisional Committee cf the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the World Council of Churches 
meeting here last week. 


Before the programme could be launched approval of the governing body of 
the Evangelical Church of Vietnam would be required, but Mr. Brash said 
here that officials of this body had assured the EACC that such support 

would ‘be welcomed and formal approval action can be expected at its next 
meeting in June. BPS, Geneva 


CHURCH THAM TO SURVEY 
PAPUA - NEW GUINEA 


(Sydney) - A seven-member ecumenical team will leave here on Sunday, May 
30 on a four-week survey of church and mission board work in Papua-New 
Guinea. 


The team, which is the first of its kind, includes the chief executive 
officers of Anglican, Methodist, Congregational, Baptist, Lutheran, and 
Churches of Christ mission boards. 


The Secretary of the Australian Council of Churches! Division of Mission 
the Rev. F. G. Engel, who will accompany the team, said in Sydney. that 
the tour was béing-made at the invitation of churches and missions in the. 

territory. > 


"The basic purpose of the visit is to enable mission board secretaries 
acquainted with one church or mission in the territory to see together. 

the work of all the churches and missions related to the Australian Council 
of Churches", Mr. Engel said. EPS, Geneva 


NEW ATTEMPTS TO CHANGE VATICAN 
COUNCIL DRAFT TEXT ON JEWS 


(Fribourg, Switzerland) - KIPA, the Roman Catholic news agency, reports 
new attempts being made to change the Vatican Council's draft declaration 
which would absolve the Jews of the age-old charge of deicide in the 
Crucifixion of Christ. 


KIPA gsid the opponents, although small in numbers, were influential and 
were rallying for a final stand against the present draft. It mentioned 
especially "pressure from Arab States". 


But, the Service said, the "vast majority" of the Council Fathers disapprove 
of this attitude and stress the exclusively religious character of the text. 
Z . EPS, Geneva 
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USA EDUCATORS OPPOSE GOVSRNMENT 
POLICY ON VIsTNAM 


(New York) - More than 800 American educators, among them eine 
Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish theologians, are signers of a 
statement Rea denouncing U.S. government policy in Vietnam and. calling 
for immediate cessation of "the disastrous policy of continued bombardment 
of North Vietnam", and earnest efforts to negotiate peace. 


Titled "A reply to Secretary (of State) Rusk on Vietnam", the statement, 
printed in the May. 13 issue of The New York Times.: took apelin issue with 
an April 23 comment of the Secretary's that he sometimes wondered "at the - 
gullibility of educated men and the stubborn disregard of plain facts by 
men who are supposed to be helping our young men to hits - especially how 
to think . 


"This iene language", the educators declared, Neu gunee that the 
sAdministration wants to silence its critics,” They addeds 


"It is easy to see why the Secretary of State is angry. The reasons have ~ 
nothing to do with 'gullibility! in the academic community. He is angry 
because the facts and wider considerations brought up by these critics. have 
contradicted so many official pronouncements. It is not the scholars, but 
the leaders of the Administration who have shown a 'stubborn disregard of 
plain facts!'". 


The "plain facts of the situation", the statement said included the fact 
that: 1) the 1954 Geneva agreement on Vietnam "did not provide for a 
division of Vietnam into two nations", and, 2) that despite American 
government statements that it seeks independence and freedom for South 
Vietnam "the scale of American intervention is incompatible with the goal 
of self determination. 


"If American actions in Vietnam are, defensible Administration attempts to 
defend them should square with the 'plain facts! the statement declared, 
"Self deception about American intervention can be a greater peril than 
discriminating protest.+.. 


"The situation in Vietnam raises serious mcral questions not merely... 
diplomatic and tactical ones. As a nation we hold immense power. To 
permit it to be used in reckless and barbarous ways is to imperil the 
entire basis of American leadershipesa. 


Signers of the statement included faculty members »f 20 New Ungland 
institutions including Andover Newton Theological School, the College of 
the Holy Cross, “piscopal Theological School, Brandeis University, Harvard 
University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and Yale University. 

It was sponsored by an organization called The Greater Boston Faculty 
Committee on Vietnam, EPS, Geneva. 
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USA STUDENT LSADERS CONDEMN 
ACTION IN DOMINICAN RiPUBLIC 


(ew York) - Officers and staff of the National Student Christian 
Federation (USA) have issued a statement expressing “profound shock over 
our government's recent actions with regard to the Dominican Republic 
and the reasoning advanced in justification thereof". 


The statement urged immediate removal of American troops and negotiations 
for a ceasefire, 


Major portions of the statement follow: 


"We are dismayed to see the United States Government acting on the 
totalitarian principles that a desired end justifies any means, in this 
instance unilateral military intervention in violation of established treaty 
obligations under the OAS. 


"Te are not reassured by the fact that this action has been 
internationalised within the OAS with the help of votes of dictatorships 
hostile to true democratic governments. . 


"Tt seems to us that, if anything has pushed the revolutionary forces 
in Latin American countries into extremist positions, it is obstacles 
to desperately needed economic, social, and political reforms... 


"If the charged Communist participation in the Dominican revolt should 
prove to have been substantial we wonder whether the.U.5. action has not 
rallied more support to Communist aims throughout the hemisphere than would 
otherwise have been possible. 


"We in the National Student Christian Federation who have sought to develop 
genuine understanding between ourselves and our Christian brethren in the 
Student Christian Movement of Latin America on the basis of cooperation: and 
mutual respect, find ourselves unable to explain, or even understand, the 
action of our government which gives the appearance of being based on 
irrational fears. 


"To our Latin American friends we wish to express remorse over our 
government's action. To our government we protest the facile 
indentification of political and social revolt against military 
dictatorship with Communist takeover, 


"We ask the United States Government to recognise that social reform 
movements of a radical revolutionary nature must be handled by other than 
military procedures if we are to reach the long-range objective of 
democractic society. 


"ve strongly urge: the removal of all U.S. troops since past U.5. 

. military occupation of the Dominican Republic (1916-24) and elsewhere 

prior to 1928 has made Latin Americans distrustful of any U.S. military 
peace-keeping operation; that the U.S. respects the sovereignity of other 
states and live up to its treaty obligations; recognition that neither the 
U.S. er OAS has the right to negotiate the formation of the government of 
an independent state. 


"Ye urge negotiations for a ceasefire and permanent disengagement, suppcert 
of constitutionally elected leadership, and sharply protest our 
government's repeated recognition and support of military and civilian 
juntas." EPS, Geneva. 
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PUBRTO RICAN STULENTS DENOUNCE 
U.S. DOMINICAN RUPUBLIC INTERVENTION 


(San Juan) - The United Student Christian Movement of Puerto Rico has 
called upon Christian students in the USA to "urge responsible people 
to act as soon as possible" with regard to the situation in the 
Dominican Republic in order 'to avoid another decade of suffering, 
oppression, military i Nema hunger, and darkness for our Dominican 
brothers", 


Addressing the USA's National Student Christian Federation, the Senate of 
the Puerto Rican organization declared that "as Christian students we 
have a moral responsibility for the world in which we live", They 
termed U.S. military intervention in the Latin American country 

"morally unjustifiable" and "against the will of the people". 


The Senate letter quoted former Dominican Republic president Juan Bosch!s 
statement "I am a man who has lost my country forever, but you North 
Americans have lost the right to speak about democracy to the small 

Latin America nations", 


ith this powerful statement", the students said, the Jominican Ano 
"summarized the feelings of ett iens all over fae America." 
GPS, Geneva. 


DISMISSE HD. FRENCH RC. YOUTH LEADURS © 
PLAN NEY ORGANIZATION 


(Paris) - In mid-April the French Roman Catholic hierarchy ordered the 
dismissal of 27 of the 46 top leaders of the nation!s two Roman 
Catholic bodies ~ the Jeunesse étudiante chrétienne (JEC), and the 
Jeunesse 6étudiante chrétienne feminine (JucF) for involving their 
movements in political’ and social action work (.sPS No. 12). 


Last week in Paris the dismissed leaders announced they have set up a 
provisional committee to study the possibility of organizing a new 

student movement, not officially Catholic, which would allow them to 

engage in political activity without involving the authority of the church. 


Meanwhile last week delegates of the JHC and the JECF met to elect 
new leaders, and reaffirmed their desire to remain "apostolic, i.,é. a 
church movement called to witness and service". 


A spokesman said that in general the new officers support views similar 

to those held by the leaders who resigned, but that they refused to 

allow the movement "to adopt in principle a _ priori a politico-social 
attitude to which the whole of its action would be subordinated 

and which we would then seek to justify by our missionary responsibilities. 


"Solidarity with the life of mankind is not sufficient to announce 

Jesus Christ", he said, "On the other hand the Church should be poor 

and a servant, and we must not make it look like a temporal power. One 

cannot criticize the way in which the church compromises with one , 

political or economic regime, while at the same time failing to 

recognize nee we want it to compromise with a different kind of regime." 
EPS, Geneva, 


: 
: 
| 
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POLISH RC EDITOR SUGGESTS 
CHURCH COOPERATION WITH STATE | 
(Warsaw) - The chief editor of Tygodnik Powszechny, a Roman Catholic 
related journal here suggested that the church undertake an "experiment in 
Rood wa ke ay seeking to cooperate with the Polish governrent. 


The proposal was made last month in a speech to the political committee of 
the National United Front, but made public for the first time only this 
week when the text was published in. the periodical... 40%, "4 


The editor suggested that more than "peaceful so-existence” is required. 
In spite of all the difficulties which would ’be encountered, he saidy 
"cooperation between Christianity and socialism in Poland would be of 
tremendous constructive importance not only for our own county. and for 
other gocialist states, but also for the whole world". EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCHMEN MEET WITH 
PENTECOSTALIST LEADERS 


(Herrenalb) - Some 60 leaders of German regicnal (Landeskirken) and Free. 
Churches have met here with five leaders of the German Pentecostalist 
Movement at the third ecumenical study conference organized by the Working 
Committee of Churches in Germany. Tt was the first official contact of the 
Committee with Pentecostal representatives. — : . 


aah: 


Conference director Dr. Hanfried Kruger, of Frankfurt/Main, in a concluding 
statement said the conversations started here may prove very important for 


the history of ecumenism in Germany. "Hcumenical contacts with the Roman 

Catholic Church must not take place at the expense of contacts with the. 

conservative evangelicals", he commented. | EPS, Geneva — 
IN BRIEF 


The Board of Deputies of British Jews in London has decided to press the 
government to make representations to the Soviet Union about the "harsh" 
discrimination against Jewish people in Russia. The action was supported 
by nine Anglo-Jewish organisations. 3 


Ca * * 


A 4d-member delegation of the -Austrian Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession has made a week's visit in Hungary to return the visit made in 
Austria in 1964 by the delegation of the Hungarian Lutheran Church. 


* ¥* * 


Jerusalem, Jordan, will be the locale for the First International Seminar 
on Literacy and Literature for New Literates, May 17 - June WL. mena: 
Seminar is spomsored by the Committee on World Literacy and Christian 
Literature, National Council of Churches, USA, and locally arranged by the 
Commission on Literature of the Near Hast Council of Churches. An 
attendance of 25 experienced literacy administrators and specialists from 
all over the world is expected. J cient 


% * * 
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The appointment of a special committee to assess the role of predominantly 
Negro colleges has been announced by the American Institute, a corporation 
of the Episcopal Church (USA). The study will be particularly concerned 
with three Negro colleges supported by the Institute which was set up in 
1906 "to promote the cause of education of Negroes in the Southern states". 


* * 


Association Press, New York has announced a $2,000 book award for the 

"most significant, creative, and helpful manuscript in the field of 
Christianity and Youth". Manuscripts of 40,000 or more words in the English 
language are sought. Further information can be securedfrom: Association 
Pressy 291 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10007. 


* * * 


The programme jointly sponsored by the Minnesota Council of Churches and 
the Roman Catholic Inter-racial Council for children of minority and ethnic 
groups in the State will have a new aspect this year. As usual youngsters 
of Negro, Asian, and Indian backgrounds will stay for ten days as guests 

in the homes of church families in rural areas. In addition this year 

for the first time white children will spend a period of time with 
minority group families. 


* * * 


The Episcopal diocese of Little Rock, Arkansas, (USA) has adopted a 
resolution calling upon its parishes, missions, and congregations to make 
their programmes and services available to people of all races, 


* * * 


The Episcopal diocese. of New Mexico and S.W. Texas has voted to continue 
to bar women from serving as conventional delegates. A propcsal to change 
the diocese!s constitution to authorise women delegates was defeated at 
the diocesan recent convention. A two-thirds majority was required: in 
separate voting the clergy gave the required two-thirds but the laymen 
divided their votes about evenly. 


* x * 


A project inviting students. of all denominations in 825 colleges through- 
out the USA to enroll for at least a semester in a Mississippi college or 
university has been launched by the Mississippi Methodist Student Movement 
Council. A spokesman said the project hopes to challenge thousands of 
students from other states to "honest dialogue which can produce a new 
atmosphere of understanding, acceptance, and reconciliation". 


* * * 


The USSR Ambassador in Austria last week received a delegation of members 
of the Evangelical Youth Association prior to their departure: for a visit, 
in Russia. . The Ambassador told the Gelegation he hoped the visit would 
result in closer contacts between youth of the two nations. 


* * * 


A bill has been introduced in the West German Parliament which would make 
it illegal for conscientious objectors who have already spent 18 months 
in prison for refusal to bear arms or to do alternative service to be 
re~tried and sentenced for the same offence. The proposed modification of 
existing legislation will especially benefit members of Jehovah's 
Witnesses, many of who have been subjected to repeated re-trials and have 
spent time in prison exceeding the normal period of military service. 


* od * 


1 
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The Archbishops of Canterbury and York and the Bishop of London, Hlectors 
of St. Augustine's College, Canterbury, have appointed the Rev. Ban It Chiu, 
LL.B., of the Diocese of Singapore and Malaya, as a Fellow of the College 
with effect from October 1, 1965. Mr. Chiu at present heads the 
Secretariat for the Service of Laymen Abroad of the World Council of 
Churches. He studied law at King's College, London, and prepared for 
ordination at Westcott House, Cambridge. He has practised as a barrister 
in Malaya. He has also served as International Secretary of the Student 
Christian Movement of Great Britain and Ireland, and as a parish priest 

in the Diocese of Birmingham and the Diocese of Singapore and Malaya. 

He was for three years Home Secretary of the Australian Board of Missions 
in Sydney. 

* % % 

Metropolitan Leonty, head of the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of 
America for 15 years, died at his residence in Syosett, N.Y., at the age 
oreo. The Primate also served as Archbishop of New York, where the 
Russian Church has its international headquarters. As Metropolitan, he 
had spiritual jurisdiction over some 750,000 communicants in nearly 400 
local parishes in North America and Japan. Completely autonomous, the 
church does not recognize the Moscow Patriarchate and is distinct from the 
Russian Orthodox Church in America. 


* * * 


The Methodist Church's (USA) magazine for college students, motive, has 
received the only citation given this year in the "graphics" category by 
the Associated Church Press. ACP, an organization serving 170 
Protestant and Orthodox periodicals in the United States and Canada, 
complimented motive for its typography and layout. 


%  * x 


Ten Bvangelical United Brethren (EUB) churches are now "yoked" with 
Methodist churches in their communities. "Yoking" is a relationship in 
which each congregation retains its own denominational affiliation but the 
two churches in a community are served by the same pastor. In the case 

of the 10 Minnesota "yokings", EUB clergymen are serving as pastors in most 
instances. 


* % * 


The Raleigh N.C. (USA) Ministerial Association has issued an open letter to 
local citizens condemning the Ku Klux Klan as "basically un-American" and 
expressing concern over its revival in the area, "especially since it 
presumes to speak in the name of religion". 


% % * 


The presidenticf the Christian and Missionary Alliance said at a meeting in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota that his organization will continue to stay aloof 
from the ecumenical movement. Dr. Nathan Bailey, of New York, said the 
Alliance "is not, never has been and pray God never will be connected or 
associated with any prpebs Zevon that denies the very truths and faith of 
our Lord Jesus Christ". 


No. 17 - 20th May, 1965 byt eG 


Leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hamburg, Germany, have 
appealed to the church's congregations to offer free hospitality to . 
participants in the Roman Catholic conference scheduled in the city 
June 18-20. ~~ 


* % % 


Prominent Protestant and Jewish leaders, as well as Roman Catholic, are 
among the 32-member inter-racial Board of Advisers of the new John . Lafarge 
Institute established in New York to foster ecumenical and racial undere | 
standing. \The institute is named for the late Jesuit leader, for many ~ 
years editor of the Roman Catholic periodical America. 


* * * 


A Roman Catholic publishing house in Seville, Spain, has announced a sontest 
for the best study on "Catholic unity as a _politioo-social basis for 
Spain". The announcement of the contest stressed "the dangers of religious 
pluralism for the moral and political unity of our people", | 


* 4 * 
In Stockholn Methodists:and Baptists have joined forces to build a large 
community centre, 

“ x 
Svenska Journalen, a weekly Swedish secular magaZine has made a gift of 


80,000 Kroner to Bishop Odd Hagen of the Church of Sweden for use in 
overseas mission work. Eight Free Churches also received similar giftea. 


an x * 


The Presbyterian Seminary .of ‘the North in Recife, Brazil reports a current. 
regular enrollment of 48 ~ 4 65 per cent increase over the enrollment two 
years ago, and the largest student body in the school's history. 

mF . EPS, Geneva 
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FIRST MEETING OF JOINT 
WCC-RC WORKING GROUP 


(Geneva) - The Joint Working Group recently set up by the World Council 
of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church held its first meeting 
May 22 - 24, 1965, at the WCC's Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva. 


As previously announced, the Group was formed to examine the present 
relationships between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church and to explore 
the possibilities for greater mutual understanding and co-operation. 


The main task of this first meeting was to clarify this mandate and to 
determine the methods of work. The Group has no authority in itself, but 
will report to the bodies to which it is responsible. At-this stage, 
therefore, no full report to the public is to be expected. 


The meeting proceeded in a spirit of Christian understanding and it ,\became 
clear that there were many fields of common interest which neea“to we” 
studied in future. . It was felt particularly: that the work ofthe Group 
should concentrate on the clarification of principles and methods which 
should guide common ecumenical activities. me ee ) | 

In the nature of the case, this first meeting could only make a beginning 
in the discussion of these matters, but it provided an opportunity for 
mutual information which will prove of considerable use for the progress of 
ecumenical ‘relations and it laid the basis for the work to be done in 
future meetings. It took note of ecumenical conversations going on in 
various parts of the world and discussed their bearing. on future develop- 
ments’. EMA tic AR ARMA CD re OW Sop he marta ieee | 

The Group elected Dr. W. A. Visser ‘+ Hooft, WCC general secretary, 

and Bishop Jan G. M. Willebrands, secretary ofthe Vatican Secretariat 

for Christian, Unity, as.co-chairman. © They chaired’ the meetings alternately. 


he ta Oe ed a 


(NOTE TO. EDITORS: Photos of the first session are available from WCC, 
Information, Dept., 150 route de.Ferney,:1211 Geneva’ 20.) - EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN..CONVOCATIONS VOTE TO. 
HOLD UNION NEGOTIATIONS. WITH METHODISTS. 


(London) - The Convocations.of Canterbury and York meeting together here 
agreed on a three-point plan for, negotiations.with the Methodist Church 

Gea oS full union by 1970. The vote was nearly unanimous. 

ERS Now’ 73)% LN / hi TERED CN GUL On Pn eke ee 


Approval of the resolution to set up a joint negotiating committee means 
that the Methodist Church now will be asked to agree to its establishment 
when it meets in convention in July. aft Se tes : 

The three-point plan approved as the basis for. the talks calls. ‘for 
reconciliation of the two ‘churches in a service including integration of 
their ministries, acceptance. by the Methodists of episcopal ordination, 
and a first stage "during which the two churches remain distinct but are 
in full communion with each other". ‘This would be followed by "a second 
stage involving organic union of the churches". 


The recommendation for negotiations came before the Convocations from a 
committee set up to consider views of the dioceses on the proposed plan. 
While the dioceses! replies did not constitute a "mandate for unqualified 
acceptance of the proposals in the precise form embodied in the report of 
conversations" between the two churches, the report said, it was felt they 
disclosed sufficient support to enable the beginning of negotiations. — 
/ UY) Se EPS A eva gx 
Oy acta ty ural Sahel Re al 


ABN p ris balls, eS 
fad sae ne ae Fe te os Te a eh eee eye 
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SOUTH AFRICAN ANGLICAN BISHOP REPORTS 
LOSS OF SOME MEMBERS FOR CHURCH'S RACE STAND 


(London)- The Rt. Rev. Edward Knapp-Fischer, Anglican Bishop of Pretoria, 
reported that some white members of his church are withdrawing their 
support of the church because of its stand against racial discrimination. 


Writing in the May issue of "Capt to Zambesia", the monthly report on the 
work of the Church of the Province of South Africa, issued in London, 

he said this is one of the results of, increased English-speaking support 
for the Nationalist government - as shown in recent elections. 


The Bishop added: "Perhaps the most tragic consequence of the defection 
and hostility of many of our white members is the loneliness and isolation 
to which (the situation) subjects many of our priests. 


"To be hateé and often misrepresented and maligned by many of those who 
speak the same language and share so many of their traditions, is perhaps 
the greatest of the burdens they have to bear." 


Discussing the increarced Nationalist support in the provincial elections, 
Bishop Knapp-Fisher wrote: "A consequence for the Church of the Province 
of South Africa is the reluctance of a growing number of its white 
members to be associated with the work and witness of the church in the 
matter of race relations. 


"Some of our members, while remaining in sympathy with the principles fer 
which we are pledged to contend, fear for the security of their jobs sh 5 
that sympathy is openly shown. 


"But there are many others who are openly and actively opposed to the 
stand which the church has taken against discrimination on grounds of 
race or colour alone, and who are withdrawing their support." EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN BAPTIST LEADERS UPHOLD 
MEMBERSHIP IN NCC AND WCc 


(San Francisco) - Executives of the American Baptist Convention have sent sy 
a letter. to all the church's pastors in an effort to combat: moves by a 
newly formed group - American Baptist Laymen for Independence - to take 

the denomination out of the World and National Councils of Churches. 


The Rev. J. Lester Harnish, president, and Dr. Edwin H. Tuller, general 
secretary, declared that they are "in accord with the present and consistently 
held policy. of our Convention to be affiliated with the World Council of . 
Churches and the National Council of Churches". 


They pointed out that a motion to study. American Baptist withdrawal from 
the interdenominational organizations was rejected at the 1964 annual 
convention. They reported receiving many letters from pastors on the 
subject, saying that "in every instance" the writers disapproved reopening 
the question of ABC participation in the world and national bodies. 


A statement of purpose issued by the American Baptist Laymen for 

Independence affirmed "loyalty to the American Baptist Convention" but 
expressed "distress and concern about our affiliations with the National 
Council of Churches and the World Council of Churches; that the structure | 

of these Councils violated our original declaration of belief in the in- 
dependence of the local church; that the political activities of the © ° 
(Councils) represent only a small minority opinion of our laity; and that 

as a result of the foregoing we have lost hundreds of churches, thousands 

of members, and millions of dollars," BPS, Geneva 
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EPISCOPAL COUNCIL REJECTS PROTEST 
ON PARTICIPATION IN DEMONSTRATIONS 


(Greenwich, Conn.) - Objections of Alabama bishops to the official 


participation of Episcopal clergymen in civil rights demonstrations were 
overruled here by the church's ixecutive Council. 


Following a heated three-hour debate, the Council - administrative arm of 
the church between General Conventions ~ affirmed procedures for the 
designation of official participants in demonstrations, stressing that 
final authority for the action rests with the Presiding Bishop. 


The controversy was an aftermath of the Selma, Montgomery voting rights 
march and centred on a resolution passed by the ixecutive Council last 
February which set ground rules for the participation of clergymen in 
civil rights work outside their own dioceses, HPS, Geneva. 


BETTIR. CHRISTIAN/J@VISH RULATIONS 
RETORT 3D IN USA SUBURB STUDY 


(New York) - A growing Spirit.of friendship and cooperation between 
Christians and Jews in United States middle-class suburbs is indicated 
by results of a study conducted over a five-year period by the American 
Jewish Committee of a large Midwestern suburb. 


It showed that barriers between Christians and Jews are disappearing as 
the members of the groups relate to each other increasingly at work and in 
community effort. 


The study was made public by Dr. John Slawson, gocial scientist and 
executive vice-president of the committee, as it opened its 58th annual 
meeting here. EPS, Geneva. 


VISIT OF CHURCH OF SCOTLAND MOD RATOR 
CAUSES TROUBLE AT FRiIGn CHURCH .SSEMBLY 


(Edinburgh ) - ight members of the Free Church of Scotland, including 

two ministers, walked out of their Assembly in Sdinburgh as a protest 
against a 15-minute visit by Dr. Archibald ‘att, Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 


-Barlier the Assembly had voted 46 to 38 not to allow delegates from the 
Church of Scotland or from the Presbyterian Church of England to a Cn eae 
Like 


Dr. Watt did not directly address the Assembly but spoke "man to man" 
with the Free Church Moderator, the Rev. W. J. Fraser. ‘He said later 
that he said to Mr. Fraser exactly what he would have said had he spoken 
to the Assembly. His brief talk stressed that the things which united 
the two churches were much greater than those which divided them, 


Barlier Moderator.Fraser in his opening address to the Assembly told 
delegates that "painful though its. continued separation mightbe, the 

Free Church of Scotland refused to be stampeded into an ecumenicity that 
is so poverty-stricken in its credal statement and so all embracing that 
it stretches out one hand to conservative Protestants and the other to the 
Church of Rome", .. + EPS, Geneva. 


No. 16 - 27¢h May, 1965 a ss 


KENYATTA PRAISES ROLE OF 
CHURCHES IN KENYA'S DEVELOPMENT 


(Nairobi) - The role played by the Christian churches in the development 
of the Bast African nation of Kenya was lauded by Kenya President Mzee 
Jomo Kenyatta here. 


Addressing a luncheon held invceonnection with the annual meeting of the 
Christian Council of Kenya, President Kenyatta declared that "what the . 
churches have done all along has been a manifestation of the spirit.of 
Harambee and African Socialism. 


"The meeting ground between African socialism and any important religion is 
the recognition of human dignity, respect for each other, and the equality 
of human beings." 


Welcoming the president Council chairman, the Rev. J. T. Mpaayei, gave 

a firm pledge of church support to the government development programme, 
noting that church-sponsored schools, medical and agricultural work, and 
industrial projects initiated by the churches had been "a first step in 
the abolition of ignorance, poverty, disease, and poor standards of 
living". He mentioned especially the CCK's seven agricultural training 
projects as indicative of its firm support of President Kenyatta!'s "back 
to the land" policy. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH CONGREGATIONALISTS APPROVE | 
PLAN OF NEW DRAFT CONSTITUTION 


(London) - Delegates to the four day annual Assembly of -the Congregational 
Union of England and Wales approved by an overwhelming vote plans for a_ 
new draft constitution setting up a national body which would consist of 
member churches bound together under covenent. The name of the new 
national body will probably be the Congregational Church in England and 


Wales, although there is reportedly some opposition to this title. 


The effect of the new body will’ be to end the concept of a union of 
independent individual churches and to set up a single united church in its 


place. 


Its importance, according to leading Congregationalists, lies not so much 
in the authority it confers on the de facto unity of many years, but in the 
fact that it will greatly facilitate unity discussions with other churches, 
notably the proposed union with the Presbyterian Church. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND ASSEMBLY 
APPROVES WOMEN ELDERS 


(Edinburgh) - The General Assembly.of the Church of Scotland, by a large 
majority, has voted approval of the admission of women to eldership. in the 
church. The vote signalled what is probably the beginning of the end of a 
A00-year tradition of male exclusiveness in the office. Three times in the 
past moves to admit women to this office have been defeated. peers 


The recommendation must now go before all. local presbyteries, and if the 
majority of them consent to it, legislation may be passed by next year's 


General Assembly. A majority of Presbyteries have already indicated they 


favour the move. 


On the question of admitting women to the ministry, the Assembly decided 


to continue consideration cf the issue for another year. EPS, Geneva 


SENDING COUNTRI2S'N EDS STRESSED BY 
SUROPSAN MIGRANT VORKGR SPuCIALISTS 


(Brussels) - Greater cooperation and expanded programmes of jointly- 
sponsored technical assistance between sending and receiving countries of 
Buropean migrant workers were urged here by the Churches! Committee on 
Migrant Workers, 


No longer is it sufficient to be concerned only with conditions in the 
country of reception, said the 20 participants representing Protestant, 
Anglican, and Orthodox -hurch-sponsored migrant aid work on the continent, 


A realistic assessment of the situation in which thousands of migrants 
return each year to homes and families in their native country, requires 
concern for such basic causes of migration as under-development and 
over-population. * Examination is needed, too, cf the more personal 
reasons for immigration, such as the desire for self-advancement. 


Specifically, the Committee recommended occupational. training given in 
countries of reception must be directed to “he needs of the sending 
country so that the migrant will not find himself in the position when he 
returns of having developed an unmarketable skill. These and other 
issues were also taken up with representatives of the Huropean Hconcmic 
Community, and the Christian and free trade unions who were represented at 
the meeting. 


With a representative of the Roman Catholic Church, the Committee discussed 
the special responsibility of the churches in planning jointly for the 
migrant's welfare. Until now, it was noted, such contacts have been 
generally insufficient because of the tendency of churches in each 

country to work independently. 


"The mission of the churches is to set an example through their action, 
their own life, and their unity", a committee statement said, "of what 

a society would be like which really assumed Ae lcpaiat ie Pox movements 
of population, their causes and their consequences'! : 


The Churches! Committee on Migrant Workers in \/estern Europe is related 
to the work of. the Secretariat for Migration of the World Council of 
Churches and came into existence as 3 result of Secretariat initiatives, 
Mr. Baldwin Sjollema, secretary of the WCC work, also serves as secretary 
of the Suropean group: EPs, Geneva, 


WCC NAMES. NuswW 
STAPE MEMBSR 


(Geneva) - The iiav. Alexander D. John, 38, assistant curate of Holy 
Trinity Church (Anglican), Sheffield, iingland, has been named to the staff 
of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism cf the World Council 

of Churches in Geneva, The appointment is effective June l, In his 
new position Mr..John will have special responsibility for the 
developing relationshiys between missions and inter-church aid. 


A Tamil, Mr. John was born in South India and at one time served on the 
staff of the Indian Student Christian Movement. He studied at the 
Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest, Austin, Texas, from which 
he received his B.D. degree in ravee He is married and has two 

Children. < EPS, Geneva, 


—— 
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CHURCHES PLEDGE $36,540 TO 
AID BAST PAKISTAN CYCLONE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - Funds totalling 636,540 (£14; 250) were pledged by member churches 
of the ‘orld Council of Churches within less than a week following its 
appeal for $100,000 to aid survivors of the May 12 Bast Pakistan cyclone 
disaster, 


The appeal issued by its Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
service described the situation as "unprecedented". First official 
government reports indicate 13,000 persons died, and more than 7,000,000 
are homeless. Both figures are expected to be revised upwards as 
reports come in from outlying districts and off-shore islands. 


The WCC has sent its representative, Mr, Frank Field, from Calcutta to 
the disaster area to survey needs, 


WCC officials, announcing pledges today, underscored the urgency of 
meeting the full goal as early as possible. Contributions thus far have 
come from churches in Australia $2,240 (£1,000); Great Britain $14,000 
(25,000); Germany (Bread for the “ orld) $12,500 (24,465)3 New Zealand 
$2,800 (£1,000), and the USA (Church orld Service) $5,000 (21785) 

HPS, Geneva. 


NEW INTERCONFESSTONAL 
GROUP IN C&M ZROON 


(Yaoundé): - In order to prepare the ground for more effective evangelism 
in Cameroon, the Roman Catholic Church and the Protestant churches in 
that country have decided to form an interconfessional association titled 
"Pilm et Culture". 


To be conducted under auspices of Catholic Information in Cameroon, the 
Protestant Literature Centre for French-speaking Africa, and the Centre 
for Audio-Visual Aids of the Presbyterian Church, thé . new association 
will seek to develop ecumenical education through the cinema and use of 
visual aids, the organization of cinema-clubs, especially in the schools, 
the promotion of effective participation in government censorship, and 
by producing educational and religious films. BPS, Genevae 


BURMA BaPTISTS NOT PussIMIsTie 
ABOUT SCHOOL N/.TIONALIZ:.TION 


(New York) - Officials of the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
said here that the recent nationalization of church-sponsored schools 
in Burma has had a precedent in other countries and does not 
necessarily imply hostility by the government towards Christian work. 


They reported that Burmese Baptist officials are planning new types of 
educational work, and that funds formerly allocated to church schools 
will now be made available to Bible schools, theological seminaries, 
and church-sponsored hostels near government schools. PS, Genevas 
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GRMN SYNOD DEACONS CAN NO’! ASSUME FULL 
P..STOR..L DUTIES IN GERIL.N CHURCH 


(Oldenburg) - The spring conference of the Synod of the ijvangelical 
Lutheran Church of Oldenburg has given approval to deacons to carry out all 
pastoral duties including the administration of the sacraments. 


The Synod also set forth requirements for applicants for the office. It 
said that, although they are not expected to have full theological 
training, they should be experienced church workers, and must pass an 
examination designed to test their fitness for the JOD. -EPS, Geneva. 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX 
SUMIN RY CLOSED 


(Moscow) ~ The Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church has 
announced that the theological seminary at Lutsk, near Lwow in the 
Ukraine, has been closed, No explanation for the action was given. 


With the closing of the Lutsk seminary, the Russian church now has only 
three seminaries - in Moscow, Leningrad, and Odessa. GPS, Geneva. 


IN BilsEr 


Problems raised for the churches by rapid urbanization was the topic of 
the fifth meeting of churches along the Rhine River held recently at 
Goersdorf, France. Twenty-three delegates from Protestant churches of 
Germany, France, the Netherlands, and Switzerland participated... 


* * * 


The Belgian Branch of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation has 
protested armed intervention by the USA and other countries in the 
Dominican Republic, Vietnam, and the Congo and called for use of 
non-violent methods such as those of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 


ema! tie * 


Danish Protestant deaconesses and Roman Catholic nuns have held their 
first joint meeting. 4 
% % % 


some 25 delegates of French Reformed and independent churches met 
recently at the Protestant brotherhood .cammunity of Taizé fcr the 
second "Protestant Revival" meeting. One of the speakers was a 
Franciscan whose description of the methods of evangelism he uses 
was very similar to that reported by delegates. 


Ie ki * * 
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Some 2,000 USA colleges and universities, including numerous church-related 
institutions, have submitted non-discrimination pledges to the federal 
government in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 

the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights has reported. 


* * * 


The U.S. Senate has passed 65 to 0 a resolution voicing condemnation of 
Soviet persecution of Jewish and other minorities. Passage of the 
resolution, which has been pending since Feb. 2, came without debate, 


* * * 


Father Hans Martensen, S.J., 37, has been consecrated as Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Copenhagen, a diocese that includes all Denmark, Greenland, and 
the Faroe Islands, It was the first consecration of a Roman Catholic 
bishop to take place in predominantly Lutheran Denmark since the 
Reformation, 


x * * 


Roman Catholic authorities at Portsmouth diocesan headquarters in . 
Winchester, “sngland, have announced that Father Joseph Cocker, 26, former 
assistant parish priest at Ryde, suspended in February for his views on 
birth control, has been reinstated. He has taken up an appointment as 
assistant priest at St. Mary's Church, East Hendred, Berkshire, 


* * * 


A Roman Catholic priest gave the sermons at a recent Orthodox student 
conference at Tiruvalla, India. Preaching daily at the four-day annual 
meeting of Syrian Orthodox girls was Father Francis Matheu, A Belgian-born 
priest who is prior of India's only Cistercian monastery at Vagamon, near 
Tiruvalla. 


* * * 


President Antonin Novotny of Czechoslovakia, in a statement issued in 
Prague, said the government was fully prepared to resume talks with the 
Vatican on church-state relations in Czechoslcvakia. 


* * * 


Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, will leave London by 
plane on June 2 for a seven-day visit to Bucharest where he will confer with 
the hierarchy of the Rumanian Orthodox Church. Making the trip at the 
invitation of Patriarch Justinian, Dr. Ramsey will be returning a visit to 
England made in 1936 by Patriarch Miron Christea, then head of the 

Rumanian Church. Patriarch Miron Christea's visit followed a aha 
conference of Anglican and Rumanian Orthodcx theologians at Bucharest i 
1935, which led to Rumanian Church recognition of the validity of 
Anglican orders. ; 


* * * 


Patriarch Kyrillos VI of the Coptic Orthodox Church has announced he has 
accepted an invitation from Patriarch Alexis of the Russian Orthodox Church 
to pay an extended visit to the Soviet Union. The date set for the visit 
was not disclosed. 


* * * 
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The General Assembly of the Dutch Baptist Union, with 156 delegates meeting ~ 
in Arnhem, May 13-15, decided to support the Rev. José Parraga as a worker 
among Spaniards in the Netherlands. The plan calls for one-year sponsor- 
ship of Spanish work in Enschede, where many Spaniards have come to work 

in the textile industry. 


_* * a 


Archbishop Techalt of Boston ‘and New England: has Wee chosen as eating 
Primate: of the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America by a 
ten-member Council of Bishops meeting in New York. He will. serve as 
head of the -hurch until the election of a Primate by an All-American 
Sobor in November to succeed Metropolitan Leonty. who died May 14. 


% * * 


The Rev. David L. Edwards, 36, has been named acting general secretary 

Student Christian Movement of Great Britain and Ireland. He will remain 
Editor and Managing Director of the S.C.M, Press and a curate of 

St. Martin-the-Fieldse. He succeeds Bishop Ambrose Reeves, former Bishop 

of Johannesburg and now Assistant Bishop of London. The appointment is 

for one years 


* * es 


Baptists in Novi Sad, Yugoslavia, have drawn up plans for a new church 
and centre to serve the local parish and the Yugoslav Baptist Theological 
School. The centre is also anvisaged as the site for national 
conferences. '- Funds are being sought pers Baptists in poner, parts of > 

the: ateilslk, as / weld as abroad. | “i 


BV Sha a bane 


More than 1,000 persons, the majority of them university students and 
young adults, attended the National Christian Teashers! Rally held in 
Tokyo, May 3-4. Rally theme was "Bound Together in One Mission" and 
discussions emphasized necessary changes in the educational field required 
by rapid changes taking place in society generally. The meeting was 
sponsored by the Church Education Department of the National’ Christian 
Council. 


* * * 


' Ecumenical contacts with Austrian Roman Catholic students were welcomed in 

a solution adopted by the annual conference of the Protestant Student 

Christian Movement. Commenting that the university provides an atmosphere 

favourable for the development of such relations, the resolution called for 

Ser ets Gantt of sie e efforts with their Roman Catholic fellow’ students.’ 
EPS, Geneva 
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USA PRESBYTERIANS TAKE STEPS TO 
ADOPT NEW "CONFESSION OF FAITH" 


(Columbus, Ohio) - The General Assembly of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA took the first major step here towards adoption of a 
new confessional statement of faith. 


By a standing vote of 643 to 110, the Assembly received a report from the 
committee which formulated the proposed new "Confession of 1967", and then 
by a voice vote approved sending the document to presbyteries for a year 
cs. study. 


The actions followed three discussion sessions of the proposals in which 
there were.various attempts to block its reception, 


The 4,200-word document would broaden the church's traditional doctrinal 
basis by relating creeds to such modern issues as race, poverty, war 

and peace. If adopted it would represent the first major change in the 
church's creeds in the 300 years since the adoption of the Westminster 
Confession in 1647. 


Presenting the proposed revision, Dr. Sdward A. Dowey, Jr., chairman of the 
committee which drafted the test, emphasized that it is intended to be 
"biblical in its ertirety.. . It. presents Christ as the word Incarnate, 

and the Bible as God's instrument for the revelation of the Wo:d", he said. 
"The Bible,is‘a witness without equal, the norm and authority for all 

other witnesses." 


The draft confession says of the Bible: "The Church has received the 

Old dnd New Testaments as the normative witness to this revelation 

(of God in Jesus Christ) and has recognized them in the Holy Scriptures." 
But it‘adds:* "The words of the Scriptures are the words of men, © 
conditioned by the language, thought-forms, and literary fashions of the 
placés “and times in which they were written." 


Several speakers “objected particularly to this section declaring that the 
Bible is.divinely inspired and free from, any possible error. 


Also’in the Book'of Confession in addition to the new statement Pala be 
the Nicene and Apostl:s!' Creeds, the Heidelberg Catechism, the Scots 
Conféssion, the Seconc ielvetic Confession, the 17th century westminster 
Conféssion and Shorter Catechism, and the Theological Declaration of 
Barmen, by which Christians in Germany in ee sy ichealeig Hitler's control 
of the veal ‘ | iP) APS Geneva. 


FIRST PROTESTANT BOOK shavec 
OPENED‘ IN SPAIN 


(Barcelona) - Spain's firat authorized Protestant bookstore - "Liberia 
Evangelica'’ - has been opened here. 


The shop will display publications for sale in its windows and: has been 
permitted to post a sign bearing its name ou side the premises. 


It is managed by iir. Harold Kregal, an independent Baptist minister from 
the United States, who also is editor of the Protestant fortnightly 
"Portavoz" (The Spokesman) which has a circulation of about 6,000 

EPS, Geneva. 
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WCCESA NAMES NEw 

GENERAL SECRETARY 

(New York) - The Rev. Ralph Norman Mould, of Philadelphia, Pa., has been 
named general secretary of the World Council of, Christian Education and 
Sunday School Association. 


Scheduled to take office January 1, 1966, lir. Mould will succeed the Rev. 
Nelson Chappel of New York, who retires December 31, after 12 years as 
WCCE head. 

Mr. Mould is an ordained minister of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA. He comes to the WCCE from 19 years as a national executive of 
his denomination's Board of Christian Education, having served since 1963 
as its director of resource development. 


In his new position he will give overall leadership to the many-faceted 
international education enterprises of the wCCE which has 66 member units 
in six continents. These include sponsorship of meetings for study, 
exchange of ideas, and international fellowship, as well as aid and 
encouragement to the development of indigenous curriculum materials and 
leadership training for teachers, pastors, and other lay and professional 
Christian education personnel in more than 100 countries. EPS, Geneva, 


DISCIPLES’. UNITED CHURCH MISSION 
AGENCIES MOVE TOWARDS UNION 


(New York) - Directors of the United Church of Christ Board for World 
Ministries (USA) have approved plans to unite the functions of their agency 

with the work of the world mission division of the United Christian 

Missionary Society of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ). 


The action, which has as its ultimate aim the "union of all foreign missions 
of American Protestant churches", was approved unanimously by the-UCC board. 
It will come before the United Christian Missionary Society for a formal 
vote on June 15. EPS, Geneva. 


INTERFAITH COMMITTEE PROTEST AGAINST 
PROPOSED SOUTH VIETNAM LAW 


(Saigon) - Spokesmen for the Roman Catholic, Cao Dai, Hoa-Hao, and Bahai 
religic:.s in South Vietnam have issued a strong protest against a 

proposed law which would give the government restrictive powers over 
religious bodies. "This proposed law cannot satisfy the right of 

religious freedom or freedom to practise and spread the faith", a 

spokesman declared. Their statement was part of a letter, dated May le, 
addressed to the minister of state in Prime Minister Phan Huy Quat's cabinet. 


The draft law was submitted by the government to the interfaith liaison. 
committee. which comprises members of the principal religious bodies. 

The Buddhist representatives did not attend the committee's meetings for. 
discussion of the draft. The "Unified Buddhist Church" formed in early 
1964 is covered by a special statute. EPS, Geneva. . 
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AFRICAN JOURNAL ATTACKS STAT#wWwinTt 

ON RELIGIOUS HDUCATION 

(Nairobi) ~ The fortnightly journal Pan Africa published here attacked the 
Kenya Minister of Education, Mr. Mbiyu Koinange, for telling a recent 
conference of Christian educators that "the government supports religion. 
and values the work of religious organizations which propagate faith in 
God". 


The journal said the government's job was to push African socialism and that 
this had nothing to do with "yie-in-the-sky" religious beliefs. 


Commenting on the exchange Target, the Christian newspaper published here, 
agreed that "the churches have done too little to back the drive for 
national progress" and underscored the necessity of religious liberty for 
people of all beliefs, but it added: "The idea that you can have morals 
without religious faith of some kind has been the downfall of many a 
state". EPS, Geneva 


AUTHORITIES IN MOZAMBI UE 
SUSPEND CATHOLIC NEWSPAPER 


(Lourenco Margues) ~- The Governor-General of Mozambique has suspended the 
daily newspaper Diario de Mozambigue for 10 days. The paper, which is run 
by Dom Sebastiao Soares de Resende, Roman Catholic Bishop of Beira, is now 
the only one of importance in the Portugese-ruled province which has not 
been taken over by the government. The authorities accused the newspaper 
of publishing an article which has not been submitted to censorship. 


On May 10 the newspaper published the text of a sermon delivered by the 
bishop to commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the agreement on 
missionary activities signed by Portugal and the Vatican. 


In his sermon the bishop said that "Mozambique could and should be today 
not a territory with a majority of illiterates, but a geographical Zone 
on exactly the same level as any other normally literate state". He 
concluded by criticizing the underdeveloped state of Mozambiquee 

EPS, Genevae 


CATHOLIC-UNITARIAN DIALOGUE 
URGED BY CARDINAL CUSHING 


(Boston) — Richard Cardinal Cushing, addressing the Unitarian Universalist 
Association here, called for a continuing dialogue between Catholicism and 
Unitarianism. He described Unitarianism as the "link between Christianity 
and secular humanism". fe | 


. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston told delegates and guests at a 
dinner in connection with the UUA's annual General Assembly that "it may 
be you consider theological discussions closed between your church and 
mine, but I do not". 


Even though secular humanism is "almost the antithesis of Christianity in 
its final aims," the cardinal stressed, "both secular humanism and 
Christianity have a thirst for social justice and the discussion of this 
fact alone brings us closer to the theological postulate by which social 
justice can be demanded. It would be unfortunate, indeed, if in our 
contacts we should self-consciously meet only in the twilight or neutral 
areas of culture in which religion may safely be ignored." EPS, Geneva. 
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DRe MARSH NAMED TO HEAD CHURCHES! 

AID PROGRAMME IN AFRICA 

(Geneva) - The Rev. Clinton M. Marsh, D.D., of Chicago, has been s.amed 
director of a new five-year Ecumenical Programme for Emergency Action in 
Africa being administered by the All Africa Conference of Churches. 


For the past two years Dr. Marsh, 49, has been North Central Area 
director for the Division of Evangelism of the United Presbyterian Church, 


Hegieks 


Dr. Warsh will begin his work in Africa this summer. He will probably 
work from an office in Nairobi, Kenya. 


His new work, he says, will be a "ministry in and to the developing nations 
of Africa". This will include work with refugees, youth, agricultural 
development, and efforts to help expand opportunities for secondary 
education, the lack of which he feels is the "major bottleneck" in the 
development of African higher education and economics, - 


Two years ago he was one of those who assisted in the organization of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches. The continent-wide body includes more 
than 100 church groups in 42 African nations. 


Funds totalling $10,000,000 are being sought to finance the programme 
through the World Council of Churches from its 209 fullmember and four 
associate member churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and 
Old Catholic communions around the world. BPS, Geneva. 


SKOPJE PRODUCES FILM OW 
WCC RECONSTRUCTION wORK 
(Geneva) - In appreciation of the gift of 125 prefabricated houses by 


members of the World Council of Churches for those made homeless by the 
1963 earthquake at Skopje, Yugoslavia, the city authorities have presented 


-the WCC with copies of a 16 mm filia, with English commentary. 


The film depicts the disaster, shows the "Churches! Sector" at Trnodal 
under construction, the dedication ceremony when the buildings were 
completed, and families at home in the houses. 


.Infor: ation about the film which runs for about 15 minutes, can be. 


secured from: Department of Information, WCC, 150 route de Ferney, 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, or from Church World Service, 475 Riverside . 
Drive, New York, N. Y. 10027, EPS, Geneva. 


BAPTIST MISSIONARIES 
SENTENCED IN’ CUBA 


(Havana) - Two American Southern Baptist ministers have been sentenced by 
the Havana revolutionary tribunal to ten and six years in prison. ft 


The Rev. Herbert Caudill, 61, superintendent of the Cuba Mission of his 
church's Home Mission Board received the 10-year sentence. He had been 
charged with espionage, counter revolutionary activities, and illegal 
foreign currency traffic. His son-in-law, the Rev. James David Fite, oe 
was sentenced to six years for illegal currency negotitations.. 


The two Baptist leaders were tried with 32 Cubans, most of them also 


. Baptist ministers, also on charges of subversion. At least one Cuban pastor 


hr. 
; 


was sentenced to 30 years in jail, it was learned. All the defendents had 


denied the charges. © ; : EPS, Geneva. 
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BAST AFRICAN PAPER DENOUNCES 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WHITES 


(Nairobi) - Discrimination against whites and other minority groups in 
East Africa is denounced in an article titled "Second Class Citizens" 
appearing in the current issue of Target, the Christian monthly published 
here. 


Although the Hast African governments of Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda have 
consistently stated their aim is to build a completely inter-racial society 
in which all persons have equal rights, the.Target article Said, "the 

truth is that Hast Africa has a long way to go before a man of a colour 
other than black can become a citizen in the full certainty he and his 
children will receive equal treatment". It added: 


"Many people in responsible positions in Bast Africa cannot see that they 
are trying. to have it both ways. On the one hand, they bring great 
pressure to bear on minority races to identify themselves by becoming 
citizens, and promising them equal rights; on the other hand, they 
reserve the right to redress the imbalances and injustices of the past." 
HPS, Geneva. 


FRENCH BAPTISTS LAUNCH 
PIVE-YEAR ADVANCE PROGRAMME 


(Paris) - The annual congress of the French Baptist Federation unanimously 
adopted a programme of advance for the next five years. calling for the 
establishment of at least three new Baptist churches each year - one in 
the Paris area and two elsewhere in the country. 


"France is mission territory," declared the Rev. André Thobois, president 
of the Federation. "There are a thousand towns and villages without 
evangelical witness." 


He reported Baptists have churches in 25 of the 90 departments 
(administrative districts), and that in the last 20 years 30 new churches 
have been established, "Our goal now is to double that rate of growth and 
establish 15 new churches in five years." French Baptists will be assisted 
financially in their programme by Baptist groups in other countries. 

EPS, Geneva. 


IRISH BAPTISTS SEEK CONTACTS 
WITH OTHER CONSDRVATIVE GROUPS 


(Belfast) - The annual assembly of the Baptist Union of Ireland, meeting in 
Belfast voted to strengthen bonds with other conservative groups. 


"In keeping with our declared Opposition to the present ecumenical movement", 
a resolution stated, "this assembly recognizes the need to demonstrate and 
strengthen the bonds existing between Irish Baptists and those, like us, 

who accept the final authority of the scriptures. in all matters of doctrine 
and behaviour." 


In order to "investigate ways and means of promoting closer fellowship with 
believers of like faith and spirit", the assembly authorized the council of 
the Baptist Union "to appoint and send observers to any meeting, conference, 
Or gathering of such believers, it being understood that such action in no 
way or sense commits the union to affiliation". EPS, Geneva. 
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CONSERVATIVE LEADERS 
SEEK COOPERATION 


(Colorado Springs, Colo.) - Possible joint evangelical action in areas 
of common concern was advocated at a consultation here attended by 20 
conservative denominational leaders, theologians, editors, and executives, 
either as participants or observers. Da ; | 


Meeting as individuals, and not as official representatives of their 
churches, the conferees agreed thet there should be further similar talks . 
and that joint action by evangelicals was possible in such fields as 
evangelism, social action, theological dialogue, higher education problems, 
and student work on college campuses. EPS, Geneva. 


CWS ScEKS FABRIC PARCELS 
FOR WOMEN OF VIETNAM 


(New York) - Church World Service has issued an urgent appeal to USA 
Protestant and Orthodox church members to give parcels containing cotton 
yard goods, sewing needles and thread for the use of Vietnamese refugee 
women in making seriously needed clothing for themselves and their 
families. . * 

"Differences in custom and stature of the Vietnamese determined in this 
instance our appeal for fabrics rather than used olothing", said Wilson 
Radway, associate director of material resources for CWS, overseas aid 
agency of the National Council of Churches, a BPS, Geneva. 


JAMAICAN ANGLICANS, METHODISTS 
SHEK CLOSER TIES 


(liandeville, Jamaica) - The possibilities of developing closer relations 
between the Anglican Church of the Province of the West Indies and of the 
Provincial Synod of the Methodist Church were explored by leaders of the- 
two bodies at a four-day meeting here. 


The Joint Committee of the two churches decided as a result of this first 
exploration meeting to continue discussions: but noted that "much prayer, 
study, and understanding" are required to move ahead. 


The meeting voted to set up study groups in Barbados and Jamaica to report 
to the next meeting scheduled in Barbados in November. Following that 
meeting it is planned to distribute material about ways of closer ~ 
collaboration for study in local congregations. EPS, Geneva. 


USA METHODISTS HELP BUILD 
CHURCHES “ABROAD © 
(New York) - Methodist churches in two sections of the USA have launched 


appeals for funds to erect new buildings for their own congregations as - 
well as to build churches for Methodist congregations in India and Africa. 


St. Andrew's Church in Charlotte, N.C., is seeking funds for a congregation 
at Kahorianwala, about 150 miles from New Dehli, India. The First _ . 
Methodist Church of Ridgewood, N.J., will help build a church in Highfield, 
near Salisburg, Rhodesia, and one for the industrial-area north of Asarisol, 
THETA KER Rae: Pe a ee RY a 


_ The overséas.’'aid projects are part of an international Methodist  ~ 
4 church expansion programme. Ria peta te 2 eR PS }Geney Be? > 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND APPROVES 
TALKS wITH OTHER CHURCHES 


(Edinburgh) - The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has given 
approval to a report of its Inter-Church Relations Committee asking that 
dialogue with the Presbyterian Church of England, the Church of England, 
and the Episcopal Church in Scotland should proceed. 


The action defeated attempts either to stop or postpone a full-scale | 
"summit conference" of the four churches scheduled here next January. 


(EPS No, 14) 


In another action the Assembly criticized present tendencies in the 
British Broadcasting Corporation and called for programmes of a 
higher moral tone. EPS, Geneva. 


SOUTIZ AFRICA CHUNCH wINS 
FIGHT FOR RACIALLY MIXED BAZAAR 


(Pearl, South Africa) - Holy Trinity Church (Anglican) here has won a 
25-day battle with authorities and gained permission to have non-white 
persons attend the church's annual bazaar to be held in the Town Hall. 
However, the authorities stipulated that the non-whites must be members 
of the church. 


The parish priest, the Rev. B. S. Oliver, said that he had no intention 
of standing at the door of the bazaar asking persons whether they were 
members and had not appointed anyone else to do so, He said the church 
and its activities were not segregated and never had been. 


The church's membership of 600 persons is about evenly divided between 
white and non-white parishioners. - EPS, Geneva. 


MINISTERIAL STUDENT WITHDRAWAL 
WORRIES AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIANS 


(Sydney) - The New South Wales Presbyterian Assembly has decided to 
establish a committee to study the disquieting withdrawal of students from 
courses at Sydney University's Theological Hall. 


Several speakers at the annual meeting of the Assembly expressed concern 
at the drift of students from the ministry. The Rev. James Mullan 
said many brilliant students withdrew from courses because they saw 
themselves in a dead-end job in a Christian ghetto. , 


it was reported that for the first time in its 95-year history no 
candidate for the ministry is resident in St. Andrew's College, the 
Presbyterian seminary here. EPS, Geneva. 


AMERICAN BAPTISTS URGE ATTENDANCE 
AT SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL 


(San Francisco) - The American Baptist Convention here adopted by nearly 
unanimous vote a resolution urging the Executive Committee of the Baptist 
World Alliance to "reconsider its previous position in view of the 
timeliness of this issue, and express a willingness to accept an 
invitation to send official observers" to the Second Vatican Council, 


In 1962 the world body meeting in Oslo, Norway resolved that "it is not 
agreed that it would be desirable to encourage an invitation to send 
observerse.." . ; EPS, Genevas 
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SWISS COMMISSION wARNS MIAED 
MARRIAGE PROBLEMS wWILL CONTINUE 


(Geneva) - A special commission set up by the organization of the 
French-sp king Protestant churches in Switzerland to study the problems 
of mixed marriages has warned that despite the new "openness" of the 
Roman Catholic Church, no change can be expected in Catholic legislation 
regarding mixed marriages for several years. 


The letter, sent to pastors throughout the French-speaking area, cautioned 
them against "exaggerated hopes" prompted by the new climate created by 
the Vatican Council. It said that the occasional instances in which a 
Reformed pastor is invited to give a Bible to the couple, or in which the 
Protestant partner is not required to promise to educate his children 

in the Catholic faith, are only "exceptional measures inspired by 

respect for the non-Roman vartner... and employed in some cases to 
facilitate acceptance by that partner of the Roman Catholic rite... 


"Such innovations far from solvin the roblem create confusion in the 
& Pp 
public mind", ‘“ the Commission said. 


A concluding section urged pastors to discuss with the partners in a: 
mixed union such questions as education of their children, and to 
maintain contact with the Protestant partner after marriage. 


It also advised them not to participate in mixed marriage ceremonies or 
even to attend them. It said they should not comply with a request for 
a "second blessing" of a wedding performed in a Roman Catholic Church 
noting that this is in line with a recommendation of the national Swiss 
Protestant Federation, which has rejected “in principle the very notion. 
of a double blessing as well as of a second wedding ceremony without 

a benediction in the proper sense of the word", | EPS, Geneva. 


WORLD YwWCA CALLS FOR RENEWED 
EFFORTS TO SUPPORT UNITED NATIONS 


(Geneva) - Renewed efforts in support of the United Nations and its 
specialised agencies are called for by the Executive Committee of the 
World YWCA in a letter sent this week to its 70 national associations. 


Referring to a resolution adopted by the World YWCA Council in 1963 
urging UN support, the letter declared that now "the limitations of the 
United: Nations which we recognized at that time are even more evident 
and its powerlessness in the face of armed conflicts endangering peace 
has led to a lack of confidence in its usefulness, thus threatening its 
very existence. This is a time of crisis .and there is no room =or 
cynicism or apathy. i 


"Behind the financial crisis and the sea panes to support the peacekeeping 
operations", the letter added, "there are various struggles for power. 
There is also a difference in the concept of the role of the Security 
Council and the General Assembly...between the founder members ari a 
large number of new member nations.... This difference will only be eased 
if there is a conviction that the continuing existence and effectiveness 
of the UN is essential for all." 


The letter was signed on behalf of the Executive Committee by Dr. Una B. 
Porter, president, and Miss Elizabeth Palmer, general secretary. 


HPS, Genevare 
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FRENCH WOMEN STUDY 
PCORLS LS. OF AUP HORT Ey 


(Obernai) - Some 700 members of the "Jeunes Femmes" movement of France, 
an affiliate of the World YWCA, met here last week to study "the crisis 
of authority and the renewal of responsibility". 


Conference speakers stressed that there can be no authority without ° 
dialogue between those who exercise it and those who are subject to it. 


Sessions were attended by some 90 delegates of other bodies including 
the World YwCA, the World Council of Churches, several French Roman 
Catholic women's organizations, and the women's branch of the French 
Communist party. EPS, Genevas 


ROMAN CATHOLICS WILL USE ADAPTATION 
OF PROTESTANT NEW TESTAMENT 


(New ‘York) - A special Roman Catholic edition of the New Testament in the 
Revised Standard Versicn has been published in Englands; an American 
edition is scheduled for publication July 15. 


The Catholic adaptation of the Protestant-produced version, which has been 
in preparation since 1952, has been hailed as a significant ecumenical move. 
Permission to use the RSV as the basis for the new Roman Catholic text was 
given by the National Council of Churches! (USA) Division of Christian 
Education which holds the copyright. 


The Catholic decision to work from the Revised Standard Version, rather 
than to await until a Catholic translation from original languages was a 
question of a time lag. Two Catholic New Testaments are nearing 
completion in England, but this present edition is intended to fill the 
gap until they are ready. The Roman Catholic version makes 30 changes 
from the RSV; most of these are minor, but others involve the insertion 
of several verses in the text or alterations in footnotes. EPS, Geneva. 


TANZANTA BISHOP REJOICES 
OVER CHRISTIAN COOPERATION 


(Dar-es-Salaam) - Roman Catholic Bishop James Komba, of Peramiho, Tanzania, 
in a letter to the Catholic Secretariat here, expressed his joy about 
cooperation between the Christian Churches. "It is consoling", he wrote, 
"to notice that nowadays we join forces in matters educational, medical, 
and social." 


His letter referred especially to the coming use, approved by Tanzanian 
Hierarchy of the Protestant Kiswahili Bible in Catholic services. 


"It is an important step towards Christian unity that we are going to use 

a common Bible text for divine Service", he wrote, "This news has been 

welcomed in all parts of the world imbued with the spirit of ecumenism." 
EPS, Geneva. 
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ITALIAN PROTESTANTS | 
PLAN FEDERATION 


(Rome):+ Three hundred representatives of seven Italian Protestant churches 
meeting here for, the Segond Evangelical Congress approved plans looking 
towards formation of a federation of their churches. 


The action, regarded as a milestone in Italian Protestant history, came in 
a vote approving establishment of a special committee to draw up plans for 
the Federation and directing that committes to call a constituting assembly 
no later than the end of 1967. 


Involved are the Waldensian, Methodist, Baptist, Adventist, Apostolic, and 
Assembly of God Churches and the Salvation Army. The Italian Missionary 
Society (Spezia Mission) will also participate. SiR 


The Italian Lutheran Church, the only other Protestant church in Italy, 
declined to take part and held its annual Synod meeting at the same time as 
Congress sessions were underway in Rome. 


All of the participating bodies, as well as the Lutheran Church, had been 
represented, in the Federal Council of Evangelical Churches of Italy. This, 
however, was.a very loose organization which consisted almost wholly of 
church leaders and a major part of the significance of the proposed. new body 
would be that it would bring together not only these leaders, but for the 
first time the clergy and laity of the individual congregations. 


The vote approving establishment of the committee to prepare specific plans 
for the Federation was taken against the background of a mutually agreed 
statement which, on the basis of an ecclesiastical agreement, set out broad 
guide lines for the new body. This stipulated, among other things, that 
the Federation members would retain full autonomy and could: participate - 
either as full or associate members. spe rane LAY St) . ; 


A related statement stressed the necessity of cooperative action in sueh 
fields as social work, use of mass communications media, ecumenical dis- 
cussions, and international affairs. Specifically it suggested the new 
Federation should consider the establishment of a centre for biblical 
research with the special assignment of study of the points of agreemens 
and disagreement on scriptural matters among Federation members. 


This emphasis on demands for closer relations among the Protestant churches, 
which found its focus in the Congress theme "Ttalian Protestantism and its 
Message Today", was the underlying eurrent of all Congress discussions. 


Congress president, Professor Giorgio Spini of the University of Florence, 
in a concluding address noted that one of the most significant results of 
the meeting was the fact that each of the churches had:now begun to appre- 
ciate the gifts of the others. 


An observer commented that the Congress for the first time provided Italian 
Protestants a chance to get to know one another and that there was an 
"almost Pentecostal fervour" about some of the meetings. 


Corgress discussion was based on the solid ground work of more than six 
months of study of the issued confronting the churches by local congrega- 
tions and regional groups. Specific topics under discussion were: the 
Italian religious situation; the social situation; church-state relations, 
and the possibilities of the Federation. 
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Major congress actions, in addition to the decision to move towards federa- 
tion, included the following: 


- Adoption of a statement expressing readiness to continue exploration of 
the possibilities of dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church. (Contrary 
to published press reports no official Roman Catholic observers attended 
the meeting. There were, however, accredited Roman Catholic pressmen 
present and Roman Catholics attended public plenary sessions. ) 


—~ Adoption of a statement calling upon the Italian government to ensure 
full application of the constitutional guarantees of religious freedom and 
urging revision of present legislation to give full civil rights to former 
Roman Catholic priests. Under regulations of the present Concordat . 
between the Vatican and the Italian government a priest who has left the 
church is deprived of such rights. EPS, Geneva 


REGIONAL TEAMS TO PROMOTE 
DIALOGUE IN FRANCE 


(Paris) - Ecumenical dialogue and cooperation will be promoted throughout 
France in a new programme apo ereS by the Council of the French Ee Oe uate 
- Federation here, 


Plans call for the development of eat onat teams composed of representatives 
of churches, church-sponsored movements, institutions, and other organiza- 
tions, to take the lead in ee pri Ede particularly on the local 
level. 


The Council stressed the Re ianuies We the qiverait of the teams! member- 
ship as a recognition of the diversity of the ministry. It said the teams 
would have "no authority apart from the confidence inspired by its members 
and the services they render", EPS, Geneva 


NO ARMS FOR SOUTH AFRICA, 
FRENCH PROTESTANT LEADERS URGI 


(Paris) - The Council of the French Protestant. Recent on has urged the 
French government to prohibit all arms ! delivery to South Africa. 


The Gounzil said military weapons enable the South African government ye 
"maintain a-policy of racial domination and discrimination which is un- 
acceptable to the Christian conscience", 


It also said: the French government should refuse to fulfill requests for 
arms made by Rhodesia, BPS, Geneva 
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AMERICAN CHURCH AGENCIES aID 

SERBIAN FLOOD VICTIMS 

(New York) - Two United States church agencies have authorized the 
distribution of 280,000 kilograms of flour, milkpowder, and vegetable 

Oils to evacuees from fleoded places in four southern Serbia districts. 
This action has been approved by the United States government, from 

which the food was obtained as a gift for use in a school feeding programme 
sponsored by Church World Service, overseas aid azency of the National 
Council of Churches, and Lutheran world Relief. 


The towns in which these foods are now available are Kraljevo, Valjevo, 
Leskovac, and Titovo Uzice. The distribution will be controlled by 
the Yugoslav Red Cross. It is estimated that it will be possible to 
provide about half a kilo daily to each of 25,000 persons over a period 
of a month, as a supplement to foods obtained from local sources. 


The representative of Church World Service and Lutheran world Relief 

in Yugoslavia also has authorized the distribution to flood victims of 
228,000 kilograms of bedding, used clothing, and shoes donated by church 
members in the United States. 


First reports from the flooded area indicated at least 50,000 hectares 
of the most fertile land is under water and there is widespread property 
damage. Thousands of buildings including many homes were either 
destroyed or badly damaged, 100 kilometers of the most important roads 
were damaged, as well as several hundreds of meters of railway lines, 
several bridges, and other communication facilities. EPS, Geneva. . 


It! BRIG 


Two Roman Catholic films - "Huile et Grace" (Oil and Grace) and 
"Madagascar en Chrétiénte" -—- were recipients of the top awards given 

by the Fifth International Meeting of the Roman Catholic sponsored 
"Christian Fraternity for Missionary Films" held last week in Roubaix, 
Prance. Competition for the prizes was open only to films with French 
language commentary. Two Protestant-agency sponsored films shown out 
of competition, because they did not have French language commentary, 
were voted first and third in this category. These were, "Journey into. 
India” and "Journey into Nigeria", both made by British producer Ray 
Kinsey for the Churci Missionary Society, an Anglican body. Some 30 
films in all were entered in the two categories. Commentary for the 
two British films is now being prepared in Swedish and German. The 
Information Department of the World Council of Churches acts as the 
international distribution agent for these, 


* * * 


Greenland now has its first woman pastor. The Rev. Jonna Quist of 
iglorssuit has been named to replace the pastor of the church there while 
he is in Denmark for an extended period of study. Greenland forms part of 
the Diocese of Copenhagen of the Lutheran Church of Denmark which has had 
women pastors for some years. 


% * x 
Metropolitan Anastassy (Gribanovsky), Primate of the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside Russia from 1936 until his retirement last year, died of pneumonia 


in New York at the age of 92. A bishop for 59 years, he would have been 
93 on August 6. 


Rene % ae 
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Joint "friendship" tours to Western Germany and the Netherlands are 
planned this summer for young people from England belonging to’ the 
Anglican and Old Catholic Churches. The tours are being arranged 

by the St. Willibrord Association, which was founded in 1908 to promote 
good relations between the two churches. 


* * * 


In Pretoria representatives of seven churches were scheduled to give © 
talks during Christian Unity Week being held this week. The week 
Opened and will close with talks by Roman Catholic speakers on. the 
decrees of the Second Vatican Council; on other nights talks on the 
doctrines of the various churches and their attitude towards ecumenism 
were scheduled by ministers of the Lutheran, Anglican, Presbyterian, 
Hervormde, Congregational, and Methodist churches, ' 


* * * 


More than $100,000 has been contributed to the Mississippi Committee of - 
Concern, the interreligious, interracial group formed to rebuild burned 
and bombed Negro churches in the state. In. addition, an estimated 
$50,000 worth of labour, equipment, furniture, and other materials 

has been donated. 


* * % 


The National Baptist Convention of Mexico has approved a five-year plan 
of "evangelistic-missionary expansion" aimed at the establishment of 

250 new churches, 500 new mission stations, and 500 new preaching centres 
by the end of 1970. . 


* * % 


In Dilla, Sidamo, Ethiopa, congregations affiliated with the Danish 
Ethiopian Mission decided at a synod meeting to join the Melane Yesus 
Ethiopian Evangelical (Litheran) Church. ) 


* * * 


Anglican and Free Church leaders in Gabarones, the new capital of . 
Bechuanaland, have drawn up plans for a centre in which their churches 
will share, Two ministers have already been named to staff the centre | 
- one by the Anglican Church, the other by the London Missionary Society 
of the Congregational Union. 


* * % 


The Church of Denmark has launched an appeal for funds to send 100 ~ 
young Nigerians to a training college or upper secondary school for a 
year. The initiative for the drive came from the church!s youth 
groups which last year campaigned for funds for developing countries. 


* * * 


An Indonesian social worker, Miss Connie Tan Kwie Haw, has been granted 
the first Australian Church Women scholarship for study in Auttralia 

by an overseas woman. Miss Tan, who is director of the Dorcas Children's 
Home in Djakarta, will send about six months in Australia studying 

social work in Sydney and Melbourne. 


* * * 
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SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHES ASK 
CONTINUED OVERSEAS AID 


(Cape Town) - "Growing concern" by South African churches that overseas 
churches and ecumenical agencies are cutting down on grants for work in 

that country either because of disapproval of the South African government's 
policies or because of the belief that the country is no longer undeveloped, 
was expressed in a letter issued here by the Christian Council of South 
Africa. 


Addressed to the World Council of Churches, the national councils of churches 
in the USA, and Great Britain, and other ecumenical bodies, the letter, 
Signed by Mr. Basil H.M. Brown, South African Council secretary, draws’ 
attention to four factors which it urged these bodies to Pee in mind about 
the South African situation. 


First, it said, "it.is an uncontestable. fact that the church is the one 
remaining bastion against apartheid, providing a fellowship in worship, 
study, conference, and consultation across all racial barriers". Individ- 
ual churches, and the Council itself," the letter pointed out, “have been 
courageous. in their utterance, and unequivocal in their stand against 
apartheid... It is. therefore distressing to find churches and agencies out- 
Side the country talking in terms of withdrawing personnel and money at a 
time when our'‘work and witness need to be at their peak of efficiency..." 


secondly, the letter emphasized, "the church has a special responsibility 
towards those in this country who accept either tacitly or openly the policy 
of apartheid and all that it has come to signify. Our witness needs to be 
more certain and our ministry more far-reaching than ever before... Folk 

who have ‘never had it so good!', who support present policies because of 
personal or group advantages or material benefits, whether they were born in 
this country or have been attracted to it by the present economic boom, 
need the ministry and message of the Church." 


Further, the letter notes, of the four million members of the Council's 27 
member churches only 800,000 belong to the white group which means that to 
a large extent the ministry of the churches.is to those living at a bare 
subsistence level. . Thus "four-fifths of the work done by our churches in 
South Africa is among the 'have nots!", . 


Finally the letter pointed out the South African churches require at a con- 
servative estimate £3,000,000 ($8,400,000) to meet the new situation brought 
about by implementation of the Group Areas Act in which whole communities 
are being moved into separated areas for their own race group. Buildings 
for schooling, worship, church activities’ are pete abet needed ts the life 
of Coloured and African’ people, mW eh Pon hy 


"We feel that our brethren in. the churches of other countries need to know 
these facts", the letter concluded... "We would plead with you not to 
abandon.us because of the policies of our government, nor to be overly 
critical of us in the difficulties of our witness in this land, (to give us) 
prayers, sympathy and understanding" and "your continued help in manpower 
and in resources". Bora . EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE SUPPORTERS 3 
ORDERED EJECTED BY CHURCH 


(Johannesburg) - The ruling body of the Nederduits Geref. Kerk in the 
southern Transvaal has ordered that a denunciation of all church members 
who belong to the multi-racial Christian Institute be read from the 
churches! pulpits in the Southern Transvaal. 


The denunciation, contained in a letter from the Synodal Commission, in 
effect asks every parish council to expel ministers, elders or deacons 
who sympathize or support the Institute or its aims. 


The Rev. Beyers Naude, director of the Institute, has been ejected by the 
Commission as elder of the church!s Parkhurst congregation. This was 
done in a complicated verdict in which church officials were accused of 
"erring" in guidance given to the Parkhurst parish council when it 
confirmed Mr. Naude's election. 


A commission statement explaining its order said that supporters of the 
Institute cause "unrest and dissatisfaction" in the churches, but the 
commission has rejected appeals by two congregations for extraordinary 
meetings of the church's national and religious synods to discuss the 
"unrest" in the church allegedly caused by these followerss 

% * * 
Meanwhile it is reported that Mr. Naude and Professor Albert Geyser are 
suing another church, the Nederduits Hervormde Kerk for alleged libel 
for implying in articles in its official journal that they were guilty of © 
subversive and treacherous anti-South African activities, particularly 
by participating in an international multi-racial church conference held 
last year at Mindola, sambia. They are asking £8,000 in damages. 


The church has reportedly refused a demand for a public apology and 
decided to fight the action. The Christian Institute, whose offices 
were recently searched by security police, has issued a lengthy 
statement denying the allegations, EPS, Geneva. 


REPORT ON LIFE OF 
RUSSIAN CHURCHES 


(Paris) - Professor Georges Casalis, of the Paris Faculty of Protestant 
Theology, said. in a press conference on his return here from a visit to 
the USSR that he had found "an unusual intensity in the religious life of 
Russian Christians", and a "general hunger for religion". 


He reported that a congregation of more than 8,000 persons took part in 
Annunciation Day services (April 7) in the Opihonee cathedral at Leningrad, 
and that of these more than 2,000 received communion. 


With regard to Russian Baptists, he said 780 congregations had been formed 
in 1964, making a total of 5,280 throughout the Soviet Union, He said 
the Baptists also are hoping soon to obtain permission to open a 
theological seminary in iioscow. 


However, Professor Casalis said, some Russian churches are still being 
closed and Russian Christians are still being subjected to numerous kinds 
of vexations although the severity measures differ from one region to 
another. For instance, baptism in private ceremonies which until 
recently was subject to no official control is now being prohibited, and 
only public baptism is allowed. EPS, Geneva. 
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USA CUURCH LEADERS 

ACT ON ISSUZS f 

(New York) - Actions conerning world hunger, relations with Roman 
Catholics, civil rights, and U.S. policy on Vietnam and the Dominican 
Republic, were taken by the policy-making General Board of the National 
Council of Churches in session here. 


World Hunger ~- The Board unaninously adopted a resolution calling upon 
the U.S. government to initiate an international conference on hunger and 
to put new emphasis on the world problem in federal programmes and 
policies. It also authorized the NCC to negotiate with the Roman 
Catholic Church "for more effective and ecumenical Christian relief ;<' 
welfare, and service activities throughout the world - including. joint | 
operation where appropriate", It also urged "close coordination" with 
non=NCC member bodies including "Jewish ie other voluntary agencies", 


Roman Catholic Relations - Recording with Nappreciation" the U.S. Roman 
Catholic hierarchy's action in establishing an ecumenical commission, the 
Board authorized the NCC to appoint delegates to a "working BeOey with 
Catholics to explore areas of ‘common concern. . 


International Affairs - Regarding Vietnam the Board called on the U.S, 
government: to: make a reappraisal of its political and military 
relationships :there and re-~affirmed its concern for a cease-fire. 
Speaking of the Dominican Republic, it authorized the NCC!s president to 
appoint a committee to arrange consultations with:  Latin<American church 
leaders about "common concerns" and urged U.S. churches to "seek a: 
deeper understanding of Latin America and the demands among her people 
for the transformation of their social and economic condition", 


Race Relations ~ The Board issued a policy statement which warned that 
basic civil rights are endangered by efforts to temper the U.S. 
Supreme Court!s declaration that the Constitution guarantees the 
"personal right of representation for individual voters". It affirmed 
"the Christian conviction that one of the fundamental rights of citizenship 
is the right of every citizen to representation substantially equal to 
that of other citizens, regardless of where he lives or what may bo his . 
wealth or learning", The resolution was directed at attempts to amend 
the Constitution to permit the states to apportion membership of one 
house of a bicameral legislature on factors other than population. 

'. | BPS, Geneva. 


CONSERVATIVE RABBIS BACK 
JEWISH-CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE 


(Kiamesha Lake, N.Y.) - The Rabbinical Assembly, international 
organization of Conservative Jewish rabbis, meeting here endorsed a 
continuing and widening dialogue with Christianity, 


A statement approved by some 600 delegates, declared that such Christian~ 
Jewish conversations, when conducted with. "confidence in the. integrity": 
of participants Una yee mutual understanding and: a. “reverence for 
diversity". 


Therefore, the assembly Said, it "welcomed occasions wherein men of 
| pe aes Se goodwill may ie See: together ana learn about one another", 
EPS, Genevas 
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HUNGARIAN CHURCHMEN TO 
VISIT RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 


(Budapest) - An eight-man delegation of the lungarian Ecumenical Council 
of Churches will make "a brotherly visit" to the Russian Orthodox Church, 
the Hungarian Church Press has announced here. The visit is scheduled 
sometime this month. 


Aim of the visit, the service said, is to "strengthen and enlarge the 
brotherly relations and ecumenical cooperation which have developed in 
recent years" between churches of the two countries. The Hungarian 
delegation will be headed by Bishop Tibor Bartha of the Reformed Church, 
Hungarian Church Council president. | EPS, Geneva. 


FACULTIES OF 4 SEMINARTES 
FORM UMPRECEDENTED ASSOCIATION 


(Dubugue, Iowa) - Faculties from theological seminaries maintained by the 
Roman Catholic order of Dominicans, the American Lutheran Church, the 
United Presbyterian Church, and the non—denominational School cf Religion of 
the State University of Iowa have formed the Association of Theological 
Faculties. in Iowa to provide a "formal channel for becoming acquainted 

and exchanging theological and philosophical ideas for mutual benefit of 
the participating faculties". 


Schools involved are the Aquinas Institute of Theology (Catholic), Wartburg 
Seminary (ALC), the Theological Seminary of the University of Dubuque 
(United Presbyterian), and the State University of lowa school, All are 
located here except the State University which is at Iowa City. 


It is.believed to be the only such alliance of Catholic, Protestant, and 
state-supported secular theological faculties in the United States. 
| EPS, Geneva. 


USA PROTESTANTS MOST OPPOSED 
TO IMIGRATION CHANGE, SURVEY HOLDS 


(Washington, D.C.) ~ A copyrighted poll, published here by the Washington 
Post, would indicate. that the American public doesn't want Congress to. 
revise current immigration laws. President Johnson, however, has strongly — 
urged that the present quota system, which fayours Northern European 
countries, be abolished, and most.major Protestant, Roman Catholic, and 
Jewish agencies have supported the President's position. 


The survey said that only.24 per cent of the American people favour 
changing the laws, currently under study in the House. and Senate; .a total 
of 58 per cent oprvose the President's call for a change; 18 per cent were 
'tmot.sure",. + 


Protestants, more than any other religious group, oppose the change, 
according to the survey. Only 18 per cent of Protestants polled 
favoured changing the laws, while nearly two out of three - 65 per cent - 
opposed the President's programme. Seventeen per cent were undecided. 

. - ; EPS, Genevas 
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OFFER FELLO'YSHIP, SUPPORT TO OTHER 
CHURCHES, CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS URGED 
(Boston) - Christian Scientists were urged to seek "areas of agreement" 


with members of other denominations, instead of thinking of themselves 
as "entirely different or exclusive". 


A message presented to some 7,000 persons attending the annual meeting of 
The Mother Church, The First Church of Christ Scientist, here said that 
since the beginning of Christian Science, the denomination has been 
deeply involved in the "search for the real source of unity". 


Christian Science, the message said, "has much in common with other 


denominations on the basis of its spirituality. To every honest adherent 
of any God-centred faith sincerely working to uplift and unify the 
human race, we offer our fellowship and support". EPS, Geneva. 


SPANISH COURT JAILS PRIEST 
FOR ‘ILLEGAL PROPAGANDA! 


(Madrid) - A Basque priest who went on secret trial here before the 
Tribunal of Public Order for allegedly engaging in illegal propaganda 

has been sentenced to six months! imprisonment and fined the equivalent of 
£166. . 


Father Alberto Gabicagogeascoa, aged 28, parish priest of Ajurias, in the 
Basque province of Bizcaya, was convicted by the court on May 29 on charges 
of making an offensive reference to "high state authorities" and "attacking 
the unity of the nation". The second charge involved the priest's role 

as a sympathizer with the separatist movement in the Basque provinces. 


On the day of trial, 150 Basque priestsdemonstrated outside the court.- 
They distributed a leaflet in which they identified themselves with Father 
Gabicagogeascoa!ls views and said they were demonstrating "to demand 
publicly the freedom the Church requires for her mission". EPS, Geneva. 


COMMISSION FOR ORTHODOX REFUGEE 
IN GERMANY IS RECONSTITUTED 


(Munich) - The Ecumenical Commission for the Support of Orthodox Priests in 
the Federal Republic of Germany, which has functioned for ten years as a 
commission appointed by the Division of Inter-—Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service of the World Council of Churches, has’ been re-constituted 

as a legal corporation under German law. 


Members of the new corporation are the six Orthodox refugee churches in 
Germany - Russian, Ukrainian, Yugoslav, Rumanian, Polish, and Estonian. 
The Council (Rat) of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID), and the 
World Council of Churches also are members. President Wilhelm Gundert 
of the Church Chancellory in Hanover, is the chairman of the new 
Commission, . The WCC Service to Refugees staff in Munich continues to 
serve as the secretariat. 


The significance of the move lies in the fact that what was formerly done 
under WCC auspices has now been taken over jointly by the churches 
involved, in cooperation with the WCC, with leadership provided by the’ 
EKID. EPS, Genevas 


No. 20 = 10th June, 1965 , . is 


CHURCHES TO BUILD HOUSES FOR HOMELESS 
BAST PAKISTAN CYCLONE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - Churches in Bast Pakistan will build houses for families made 
homeless in the recent cyclone disaster. These will be paid for out of an 
emergency fund subscribed by World Council of Churches! members through the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


Work will begin immediately with a pilot project in which 44 low-cost houses 
will be built at Gopalganj. It is hoped that these will provide guidelines 
for the eventual construction of between 800 and 1,000 houses in a number of 
other centres. 


Upwards of 14,000 persons are officially believed to have lost their lives 
in the cyclone which made an estimated 7,000,000 people homeless. Church 
sources have subscribed or promised $54,618 towards the $100,000 asked for 
by the WCC. Contributions have come from Britain, the USA, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Australia, Germany, and Sweden. EPS, Geneva 


HOSPITAL, NURSING SCHOOL 
DEDICATED. IN LIBERIA 


(Monrovia, Liberia) - After 20 years of planning, a new $2,000,000 hospital 
and nursing school stands today at Suakoko in central Liberia. 


Phebe Hospital and School of Nursing, dedicated on May 16, is a joint insti- 
tution of the Lutheran, Protestant Episcopal, and Methodist Churches of 
Liberia, and the wcrld mission board of the. Lutheran Church in America, 

The Hon. William V.S. Tubman, president of the Republic of Liberia, gave the 
dedicatory address. 


The 68-bed hospital will handle obstetric, pediatric, and general medical 
and surgical cases, and will care for 500 out-patients daily. LE cil sbe 
staffed by 140 persons, 16 of them foreign missionaries. Operating costs 
will be shared by the government and the participating churches. 

: EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES PLAN TO TRAIN 
TEN THOUSAND LEADERS 


(Sydney) - First steps in a programme to train 10,000 Australians for leader~ 
ship roles in the Church and Life Movement during 1966 have been announced 
by the Australian Council of Churches. 


The ACC's newly appointed Secretary for Lay Training, the Rev. Gorden Beatty, 
said that training courses would start in Queensland in July and later be 
held in all states. 


The Church and Life Movement is an inter-church programme of training and 
group meetings designed to equip people for their daily life as Christians - 
for their work, leisure, community, and home life. Its climax will be a 
programme involving 100,000 Australians in consideration of their responsi- 
bilities in community and nation, scheduled June 19 - July 31, 1966. 

EPS, Geneva 


No. 20 -. 10th June, 1965 ' 8 


MPRO-aALSTENCE", NOT "CO-LalsTENcE" 
URG.D BY WORLD COUNCIL LEADER 


(New York) - Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, called for an attitude of "pro-existence - 
accepting the responsibility for the life of another" ~ instead of 
"co-existence" as the basis for peace among men and nations. 


Speaking at Mt. morris Presbyterian Church in the Harlem section of 

New York City, the wCC leader declared that "as I move across the world 
and see the tensions existing between nations and races, I see that 
co-existence is far too negative a concept to really save us. If we 
really want to evoid the great danger, if we really want tolerable 
peace, then we must shoot st a goal higher than co-existence... 


"Pro-existence" says "'"Iam my brother's keeper..it is the refusal to 
write off any other man, nation, or race. It is a pretty good word 
to summarize the kind of attitude the Bible wants us to take,” 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said this attitude must operate at all levels of 


man's concern: international relations in which the biggest problem anead 


is not the ideological conflict, but "the rights of poor nations"; in 
the Last-west political split in which "we must show real concern for 

those living in an ideological bloc different from our own"; and in 

race relations where "we must go beyond living side by side, and must 

live for each other...take responsibility for each other". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft was in the United States to deliver the 
baccalaureate address and accept an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 
from Brown University, Providence, R.I. EPS, Geneva. 


SOUTHERN BAP?ISTS IN USA OPPOSE 
VATICAN COUNCIL REPRESENTATION 


(Dallas) - Southern Baptists heave rejected proposals to designate an 
observer to attend the fourth session of the Second Vatican Council, 
Actually no invitation has been issued to the church by the Vatican, 
but delegates meeting here decided by a vote estimated at 60 to 1 to 
reject such an invitation should it come. 


The action was directly contrary to one taken last week by the American 
Baptist Convention which urged the Baptist World Alliance to reconsider 
its position and "express a willingness" to accept such an invitation. 


In another session the Southern Baptists gave overwhelming approval to a 


resolution calling for a more progressive stand by the church on the 
race issue. They also defeated two attacks on the church's Christian 
Life Commission, which frames guidelines on race and other social 
questions, in voting down a proposal to abolish the commission and 

in accepting its fa and refusing to cut its budget. EPS, Geneva, 
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SPANISH CATHOLIC ACTION CALLS FOR 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY FOR ALL CHRISTIANS 


(Madrid) - Legal provisions for religious eae in Spain and 

development of a "climate of mutual respect" between Christians of all 
confessions were called for by the National Conference of Spanish Catholic 
Action meeting here. 


In: an appeal for "truth, justice, fraternal love, and freedom", the 
delegates declared that real unity can never be achieved by force, but 
that it must be built on "the basis of mutual respect and recognition 
of all differences of opinion within the great moral concepts shared by 
aLins It urged Spanish Catholics to show a willingness to be ready to 
talk with non-Catholics. 


The- German daily, the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, reports the oeey eee 
which was printed on the first page of the Madrid daily, Ya, has had 
‘extremely strong repercussions" in Spanish political circles. EPS, Geneva. 


CHURCHES SPONSOR CENTRE. 
FOR JAPAN'S TRUCK DRIVERS 


(Kakogawa, Japan) ~ A church-sponsored haven for truck drivers on the ie 
highway between Tokyo and Shimonoseki has been opened here, some 20 miles 
from the industrial: city of Kobe, 


aoa 
oe ee 


It comprises two pre-fabricated buildings with restaurant facilities for 
50 persons, hot baths, beds for 25 drivers, and offices and counselling 
rooms. The project, called the Traffic Labour welfare Centre, will also 
encourage research on the cauge and prevention of highway accidents. 


Trucking companies and government: officials have joined the United Church 

of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) and the National Christian Council in 

sponsoring the centre. Churches in the Netherlands, and 

Australia have contributed financially through the World Council of 

Churches! Division of Inter-—Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 
EPS, Geneva. 


BISHOP VETO QUESTIONS WCC AUTHORITY 
TO HOLD TALKS WITH ROMAN, CATHOLICS 


(Budapest) - The authority of the’ World Council of Churches and world | 
confessional bodies to hold conversations with the’ Roman Catholic Church , 
was challenged by Bishop Lajos Veto of the Hungarian Church. 


In an‘article a pearing in the current issue of the church's official. 
journal, Bishop Veto declared that: these: world organizations were 
established to promote relations between their member churches, and were 
never intended to become a ieupre-chur oh! with authority to negotiate on 
behalf of their members. 


The article would appear to be directed particularly to ‘the recent 
establishment.of a joint Roman~Catholic/world Council of Churches — 
"working group". This group was organized’ in accordance with directives 
approved by the WCC's Central Committee at its Me eee at Enugu, Nigeria 
in January cane No.3) : ie Ae sea ches fot pend Genevas 
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CARDINAL BEA TALKS, OF FUTURE | 
OF VATICAN UNITY SECRETARTAT 


- (Rome) - Augustin Cardinal Bea,president of the Vatican Secretariat for 

Christian Unity, said here that the mode of existence and continunity of 

the Secretariat which he heads will be dependent upon the reform of the 

_ Roman Curia and. that no prediction about what form this can take can be 
made now, 


‘The Cardinal, in an interview printed in the Jesuit weekly Civilta Cattolica, 
said that ite persons primarily responsible for the church's ecumenical 
efforts are the bishops and that the "first problem arises thereforein the 

. coordination of (their) work, without undue concentration, taking due 

». ascount of the great differences in different situations", 


. Speaking of the application of the Vatican Decree on Ecumenism, dada 
Bea said that the Secretariat for Unity is preparing “first directives: ss‘. 
needed to ensure that the first steps in the application of the decree 


will be safeguarded against improvisation and imprudence", He said that 


later the Secretariat will begin work on the task of editing a "directorium 
in the real sense", 


In answer to a final question regarding the possibility of a joint study 


group with the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Cardinal replied that "for the 


., Moment we are only thinking about it", Should such a group come into 


exist nce, he said, its main responsibilities would be discussion of 
questions of a pastoral nature and the joint responsibilities shared by the 


_. churches in meeting the needs of contemporary man. . EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN CHURCHES 
MOVE TOWARDS UNION 


(Toronto) - A 4,000-word document titled "Principles of Union" aa Lor 
the Canadian Anglican and United Churches to take immediate hls towards 
-union.has been published here. 


Prepared by a, joint Committee of the two churches - the two Soweeet non= 
Roman Catholic bodies in Canada - the statement calls for the establishment 
of a general commission of 20 Anglicans and an equal number of United 


'. Church representatives to prepare concrete and detailed plans for union, | 


It says that "when unity in the essentials of the faith has been achieved 
_ between the two churches, there should be nothing to prevent them from 
- agreeing on a common order and therefore oe together in one 
organizational structure". 


- The document will now be studied he the Anglican General Synod when it 
“meets in Vancouver in August. The United Church General Council will con 
‘sider. it at its meeting in September, 1966. Its recommendations have been 
. generally welcomed by leaders of both churches and spokesmen said organic 
“union was possible by 1970 if the governing bodies of the ee churches . 

concur with the plans at these meetings. 


Negotiations between the two churches have been underway since 19435. 


. However, the specific plan now approved has been under preparation only 
' for the past two years. by two "Committees of Ten", which have been meeting » 
' together regularly. 


According to 1961 statistics the United Church, which is rtaele a union ‘ot 
- Methodists, Congregationalists, and some Presbyterians, has 3,600,000 — 
members; the Anglican Church has 2,400,000, The new church would be the . 
second largest in Canada, The Roman. Catholic ohurch has some 8 »000,000 - 
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ITALIAN COURT SAYS PUBLIC INSULT 
TO R.C. CHURCH AN OFFENCE 


(Rome) - The Italian Constitutional Court has given judgment upholding a 
law under which it is a punishable offence publicly to insult the Roman 
Catholic church. Penalties range up to one year's imprisonment, 


The opinion was given in answer to questions from a court in Cuneo, which 
raised the point whether the penal code in this instance did not conflict 
with the provisions for freedom of religion in the constitution. The 
Constitutional Court stated that the law was designed to protect the 
religious feelings of the majority of Italians, and did not limit 
religious freedom. BPS, Geneva. 


PORTLAND CHURCHES URGE 
U.S. SOUTH-EAST ASTA POLICY REVIEW 


(Portland) - "Ceaseless exploration and use of all avenues of 
negotiations", and the creation of an Asian International Armed Police 
Force "for protective purposes" in South-East Asia were recommended by the 
Board of Directors of the Greater Portland, Ore. (USA), Council of Churches. 
In a three-page letter to President Lyndon B. Johnson, the board 
expressed its "moral concern" for the Vietnam situation. 


"We believe that American aims should be stated positively in terms of 
backing 'the revolution of rising expectations! which characterizes the 
desires of Asian peoples along with African and Latin American peoples", 
the letter stated. "In this connection we urge our government to 
support the Mekong Delta project, now underway, in order to confirm 
United States! concern 'for a constructive alternative to present 
trends!." EPS, Geneva. 


DELTA MINISTRY ASKS AID FOR 
HOMELESS FARM LABOURERS 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches! Delta Ministry has appealed 
for financial aid for some 80 Mississippi farm labourers who have been 
barred from their plantation shacks because they ;demanded higher wages. 


The appeal reported that the trouble began May 31 when some 12 tractor 
drivers protested long hours and low pay on the A. L. Andrews plantation, 
a few miles from Leland, Miss. It said about 70 other field hands, 
many of them women, and children , socn became involved. All are now 
living in a tent community constructed by the Delta Ministry on land 
which it plans to erect a community centre. 


The Ministry, for which funds have been contributed from churches in 
other parts of the world through the World Council of Churches, is a 
long-range rehabilitation, and education programme for whites and Negroes 
in the poverty-stricken Delta section of the Mississippi. EPS, Geneva. 


weabey 


Pee ah ONIN Te tht 


‘ Sa in , “4 pri " 
Ms “5 GF EO ee pte: Nis } . 
NE tit chet at? sh oe 4, si) % m ts 3 i : : ate! bea 1 Sup i 
rc Pr EN eee Lope amen bia 6 Pt ALIAS Hiei ; , ~ ie 
the SAPD viedo Se , be reas t ie TaN SER aa 
* hiss if ‘ £ Hare 3S rt Reem ny ys he cee. ee ny 
Nee UCC a Oh le a RL Gaia at warn Tree aden beth Sat eres iS 


Nos 20 — LOthetunés TOG rst ol ie ING eae | etn 21B 


* NO CONDITIONS SET BY VATICAN 
FOR ECUMENICAL DIALOGUE 


(Geneva) - The Vatican Council Decree on Ecumenism "while clearly maintain- 
ing the demands of faith of the Catholic Church" does not make acceptance 
of these demands a: condition for dialogue with other churches, Father Pierre 
Michalon, director of the University Seminary at Lyons, France, and. a member 
of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, said here. 


Rather, Father Michalon told’ some 50 Geneva pastors and laymen Sencar here 
for an ecumenical conference under auspices of the "Rassémblement oecuménique", 
"the decree affirms that such dialogue will lead the church to a re-examination 
08 its loyalty to the will of Christ and therefore to decisive efforts for 
renewal and reform". 


In its unity efforts, he added, the Roman Catholic Church has no intention 
or desire "to create a new ecumenical movement", for it "recognizes that, the 
movement for unity was born outside the Catholic Church and that it reflects 
@ Spiritual authenticity which we cannot ignore; it is certainly ‘a call 
from God! and a ‘grace! Far from possessing confessional’ conceit, the 

. Vatican Council is aware it must guide Catholics to the right response to 
‘the action of the Holy Spirit. 


"It is solely on the. level of its confession of faith", he added, "that the 
Catholic Church affirms that the Lord has entrusted it 'as a right! with q 
"the fullness of grace and truth'", - BPS, Geneva 


WORLD YOUTH BODIES TO SEND: 
: OBSERVERS: TO YOUTH FESTIVAL 


(Geneva) ~ Several international Christian organizations yd send an 
observer for the first time to the 9th World Festival of Youth and Students 
for Solidarity, Peace, and Friendship scheduled in Algiers, July 28 - August 
7, under sponsorship of the World Federation of Democratic Youth and a 
committee appointed by the Algerian National Liberation Front. These 
organizations have declined invitations to be present at previous festivals 
because of their one-sided Communist orientation. 


Represented this year will be the World Student. Christian Pei bal ONG 
Youth Department of the World Council of Churches, the World Council of 
Christian Education, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World Young 
Women's Christian Association. 


The Rev. Albert van den Heuvel, director of the WCC's Youth Department, said 
the organizations decided to send observers this year'‘because for the first 
time a Festival is being held in a "neutralist country" and because Algerian 
_officials have given assurance that every effort will be taken to make the 

- meeting truly international in character and free or domination by any one 
political ideology. 


He said they further believed that "the iia hi aes voice sHowld: be os Leanlye, 

- heard in the search for the true meaning of solidarity" and that the organi-- 
zations have a pastoral responsibility to the large number of young Christians 
who will attend as members of national delegations. 


During the Festival the Christian organizations plan jointly to sponsor a 
meeting for young Christians and to set up a centre where they can meet and 
. worship together. Between 20,000 and 30,000 young ‘people sh rah over 

_ the world are eR ees to Bioware the. Wee he mime «EPS, Geneva y 
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NEED FOR PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
STRESSED FOR THOSE WHO AID MIGRANTS 


(Geneva) - The need for professional, specialized training for persons work-~ 
ing with migrant labourers was underlined by some 50 of the men and women 
who work with them daily in ten European countries. 


As in the medical field, they said, such training is imperative if the 
recipients of aid are to be protected against the "charlatans" and self- 
styled "social workers". 


They attended a week-long consultation held at the World Council of Churches' 
Ecumenical Institute under joint auspices of the Institute and the Churches! 
Committee on. Migrant Workers in Western Europe, Participants. included ; 
staff of church and secular migrant aid agencies, trade unionists, employers, 
clergy, and several migrant workers. It was the first consultation to 

bring together persons working professionally at the local level in this 
field. 


Consultation nee tnet ons also emphasized that it is not enough for agencies 
to be concerned only with the social case work among individual migrants; 
rather, it was stressed, they must study such basic issues as the problems 
which arise when groups of persons of different national, cultural, and. 
religious backgrounds come into a county, It said the urgency for such 
study was heightened by the fact that tensions between foreign and national 
workers have increased recently in several countries. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Archbishop of Canterbury has had official talks in Bucharest with 
Rumanian President Chivu Stoica, and Mr. Ion Maurer, the Prime Minister. 
The Archbishop is making a seven-day visit to Rumania as a guest of the 
Rumanian Orthodox Church to strengthen links between the two churches. 


* * Fas 


A new clinic has been opened in the west Brazil frontier town of Paragominas 
through the combined efforts of two nurses, a Protestant from Colombia, and 
a Roman Catholic from Brazil. Miss. Haydee Torres, Presbyterian US medical 
missionary and a native of neighbouring South American nation, Colombia, and 
Miss Violeta Dantas, a nurse from Brazil, combined their experience and en- 
thusiasm to organize the clinic. Miss Torres found the necessary funds - 
the state government appropriated nearly $1,500 - and secured labour with the 
help of the town's mayor, Together, the nurses trained a staff of eight 
to assist them. ? 

* oe * 


The South African Minister of Justice, Mr. Vorster, has given permission for 
the publication of a report by the British Council of Churches, "The Future... 
of South Africa". The publications control board had already passed the 

report as "not objectionable" but the publishers submitted it to Mr. Vorster 
after being advised that it could contravene the Suppression of Communism Act. | 


* * * 
Methodists in India have almost doubled their Ziving to the church during 


the last four years, the Rev. Paul Wagner, a Methodist missionary who directs 
a programme of stewardship education for Indian Methodism, reports. 


‘tM De .' 
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The West Pakistan Christian Council has announced the appointment of a new 
general secretary to succeed the Rev. Inayat Masih who has been appointed 
archdeacon at the Lahore Cathedral. He is Mr, G. Masih, a layman active 

in both Methodist and Anglican congregations. He comes from a position in « - 
the Bible Society where he was responsible for promotion and he had former 
experience as a flight lieutenant in the Air Force, He joins the-WPCC ain 

July. and assumes full responsibility in October. : 


* * * 


Representatives of the English Methodists in Wales will in future be invited 
to join the Welsh Methodist Assembly tc deliberate and act on matters of 
common concern. This was decided by the Welsh Methodist Assembly by a vote 
ROL TL Oe OS a 


* * * 


Nineteen agriculturists on leave from professional duties in Poland will be 
guests of the Church of the Brethren in the USA for the coming year. The 
visitors, each with a master's or doctor's degree and specialists in fields 
ranging from epizootiology (animal diseases) to storage and refrigeration, 

are engaged in practical-oriented programmes throughout the country. The 
exchange seeks to share agricultural techniques and "to advance the well- 
being °f all men by promoting good will and increasing the basic necessities : 
Giheraene ty In ten years of operation of the exchange, 168 Polish specialists 
have gone to the United States and 29 Brethren volunteers have been placed 

in Poland, largely in teaching assignments. 


* * * 


Revised Bibles in two Twi dialects are now'on sale in Ghana. Their publi-. 
cation was heralded by celebrations held at Kumasi and in Accra at which 
copies were presented to government officials and other civic leaders, The 
_ revision is the culmination of 30 years! work. 


* * * 


Thirty clergymen and lay persons picketed the Lovett School baccalaureate 
exercises in St. Philip's Cathedral in Atlanta, Ga.’ (USA) to protest against 
Segregation at the one-time Episcopal-related school which gave up its church 
ties last year rather than integrate. The picketing was organized by the 
Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity (ESCRU), an unofficial 
organization with a nationwide Episcopalian membership. 


gh a * 


Leaders of the Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic churches. in Bombay, 
India, have been meeting regularly in fellowship and discussion for several 
years. Recently some fruit of these meetings was. seen in the invitation to 
two Methodist ministers to lead and address an Ecumenical Prayer Meeting at 
Sophia College in connection with a Conference for Roman Catholic. University 
Women, The Rev. A.W. Saunders was asked to draw up and lead the order of 
service, and the Rev. B.A. Mitchell, superintendent of the Bombay District 
of the Methodist Church in Southern Asia, was the speaker, Members of 
other Protestant churches which participate in the ecumenical group attended 
the meeting. EPS, Geneva» 
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USA LUTHERANS, CATHOLICS 
PLAN FIRST TALKS 


(New York) - Lutheran and Roman Catholic theologians will initiate the first 
formal conversations ever undertaken by the two communions in the USA at a 
two-day meeting in Baltimore, Md., July 6-7. 


The session will be devoted to a first examination of the Nicene Creed, the 
confession of faith adopted in 425 A.D. at the Council of Nicaea and sub- 
scribed to by both Lutherans and Roman Catholics. 


The Bishops! Commission for Ecumenical Affairs and the National Lutheran 
Council 'each have named seven theologians to participate in what is expected 
to be a series of semi-annual "dialogue in depth" discussions on a wide 
range of theological questions of particular interest to Lutherans and 
Catholics, 


The NLC is undertaking the theological conversations in its capacity as the 
USA Committee for the Lutheran World Federation, which has given its approval 
to the talks and will be kept apprised of their progress. Contact also is 
being maintained by the NLC with the Lutheran Foundation for Inter-Confessio- 
nal Research in Strasbourg, France. vent HPS, Geneva 


ASIAN CHURCHES TO AID 

REFUGEES IN VIETNAM - 

(Geneva) - The Bast Asia Christian Conference Has appealed to its member 
churches and agencies for $20,000 to underwrite an initial programme of 
assistance for refugees in Northern and Southern areas of Vietnam. Major 
aim of the programme will be to reach refugees in areas not covered by the 
relief work of the Vietnamese and USA governments. 


HACC has sent Burmese layman U Thaung Tin to etc to investigate needs 
and channels Of distribution, 


The Rev. Alan A, Brash, EBACC inter-church aid secretary, ahhoune dre the 
appeal,’ said ‘the HACC does not at this time wish to launch a major relief 
campaign, but is seeking to provide "a presence in those areas of great 
suffering beyond the reach of official schemes and to identify with the 
Vietnamese people as a whole". He emphasized the aid in no way involves 
HACE in’ the political’ issues of the war. 


He said EACC members have, already indicated. their. readiness to provide 
funds. and, if necessary, trained personnel. 


He said-contacts have been established with Vietnamese Christian leaders 
through: the’ good offices of HACC church members. Pending the report of 
U Thaung Tin it’is believed likely that distribution will be organized 
through’ channels of’ the Evangelical Church of Vietnam, which has congrega-~ 
tions in both the Northern and Southern areas, and through the offices of 
the Mennonite‘ Central Committee , a, USA organization which has a relief 
Pees Mane +n BBS country. — . EPS, Geneva 
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BAPTISM CONTROVERSY 
IN CHURCH OF ENGLAND 


(Birmingham, England) - Three infants of Smethwick parents who had been told 
by their parish vicar he would not baptize their children unless they pro- 
mised to guarantee that, when old enough, the children would attend church 
regularly, were baptized here at the express request of the Bishop of 
Birmingham, Dr. J.L. Wilson. Bika 


Dr. Wilson said he requested the baptism because "there is right on both 
Sides; it is not easy to reach a solution or even 4 compromise. My own 
feeling is that an over-ruling law of love ought to be our guide,.." 


The action highlighted the controversy which has flared in recent weeks in 
the Church of England over infant baptisn. Several vicars have refused to 
administer baptism - some because they opposed infant baptism; others be- 
cause they felt the ceremony was meaningless when the parents did not attend 
church and indicated they had no intention of raising their children in the. 
Church, 


The Bishop of Southwark, the Rt. Rev. Mervyn Stockwood, writing in the June 
issue of the diocesan review The Bridge, said that whenever a child of un- 
believing parents was baptized the Church was presented with a potential 
source of weakness and failure, "There is no doubt in my mind", he wrote, 
"that. infant baptism is intended for the children of believing parents, and: 
not for all and sundry. But", he added, "to confine the sacrament to 3 
adults, as do the Baptists, would undermine the doctrines of our Prayer Book 
and reverse our traditional practice". : ; 


The Bishop of Chelmsford, the Rt. Rev. John Tiarks, writing in the current 
issue of his diocesan review, said that clergymen who feel bound in con- 
science to say that they will in no circumstances administer infant baptism 
should resign. He said that "by tradition at least as old as the third 
century and virtually universal to the Reformation, children born to Christian 
parents have been baptized in infancy and that the Church of England had 
always re*ained infant baptism "as most agreeable to the institution of 

Chunks thy: However, he said, clergymen are free to try to persuade Christian - 
parents’ to postpone the baptism of their infants until they are able to 


answer for themselves. . EPS, Geneva 


DR. SCHMIDT-CLAUSEN RESIGNS 
AS LWF GENERAL SECRETARY 


(Arusha, Tanzania) - Resignation of Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen as general 
Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation was announced at the annual meet- 
ing of the LWF Executive Committee here, 


The 44-year-old German churchman, who has been the chief staff officer of 
the federation for almost five years, is to return to his home church, the 
territorial Lutheran Church of Hannover, to succeed Dr. Christhard _ 
Mahrenholz, an expert in the field of theology and worship and member cf 
the church's supreme council, who will retire this autumn. EPS, Geneva 
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ZIONIST LEADER WARNS AGAINST 
"DISTORTED" CLAIMS OF USSR ANTI-SEMITISM 


(New York) - The president of the World Zionist Organization, Dr. Nahum 
Goldman, said here that accusations against Russia regarding its treatment 
of Jews were often distorted. 


Unjustified accusations could cnly delay the solutions of the problem, and 
even harm Soviet Jewry, he said. To compare, as many American Jewish 
leaders did, "the policy of the Soviet government with the Nazis' is not . 
only a hideous distortion but highly unfair to Soviet Russia, which saved 
hundreds of thousands of Jews when they escaped from the Nazis at the 
beginning of the Second World War". 


He added, however, that although the Jews were legally recognized in Russia 
as a distinct national and religious minority, they were denied facilities 

to maintain their Jewish identity and to develop their culture. - Denies ae 
the Soviet government must be criticized for not acting more We Mel at to. 

stop anti-Semitic incidents. 


Still, he said, "we must not expect to force the Soviet Union to change its. 
policy by extreme attacks and methods to which a great power is not likely 
to yield. We shouldn't lose the game by making the Soviets more resentful." 


The Israeli Cabinet has expressed astonishment at Dr. Goldman's statement and 
asked him for an explanation, Dr. Goldman is scheduled to visit Israel 

this week. The Israeli press, with the exception of the far leftist 
journals, also has criticized it as an expression of personal opinion which 
will be prejudicial to the rights of Soviet Jewry. EPS, Geneva 


RC PRIEST SAYS CATHOLICS | MGS 
NEED NEW "IMAGE" OF CALVIN 


(St. Paul, Minn.) ~. Roman Catholics need a new image of John Calvin, a 
Benedictine priest said here. 


Father Kilian McDonnell, 0-S.Be of St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minn., in 
a& paper prepared for: Revers to the Minnesota Presbyterian Synod, declared 
that "however unfortunate Calvin's conviction that he was the personal 
guardian of scriptural truth in Christendom, it would be well for Catholics 
to note the presence in him of that fidelity to truth which an infallible 
Catholicism has only reluctantly conceded to Protestantism. 


"The most elaborate of the myths Catholicism helped to faa, he added, 
"is that of Calvin as a dictator and Geneva as a theocracy". Other myths 
which Catholics hold about the Reformer, he said, are that Christ played a. . 
minor role in his theology and that Calvin's God was the Old Testament 

God. 


Such reassessment is especially necessary in the USA, he said, beeause 

"our national theological traditions are historically Calvinistic, not 
Lutheran, but the context of the contemporary Protestant-Catholic dialogue 

in the United States is essentially Lutheran-Catholic",. EPS, Geneva 
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USA JOURNAL PROTESTS GOVERNMENT 
POLICY IN VIETNAM 


(New York) - Virtually the entire editorial board ef Christianity and Crisis, 
the influential USA fortnightly, has signed a statement criticizing USA 
government policy in Vietnam because "what we are doing ... has the opposite 
effect of what is intended. 


"We may be destroying our chance to cocperate with the Soviet Union for peace 
in Asia, and we are likely to drive the North Vietnamese into the hands of © 
the Chinese", the statement said. It was signed by editorial board eo- 
ehairmen, Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, professor emeritus of Union Theological 
Seminary, and Dr. John CG. Bennett, Union Seminary president, and by 14 other 
members of the 18-member board. . 


"The mest basic presupposition seems to be that we are opposing aggression 
in Southeast Asia because of what happened when we failed to stand up to 
aggression at Munich", the statement said, but "significant differences 
between national socialism and communism" and between Europe and Asia made 
this hypothesis false, ne 


"Communism", the churchmen eontinued, "is capable of chango and of evolution 
in a favourable direction. We can live with it as it develops in different 
ways from eountry to country. National socialism, en the other hand, was 
primarily a military threat, which is only seeondarily the case with 
eommunien." ; 


A further distinction, the statement said, is that “communism can be resisted 
only when nations can find constructive political and social alternatives". 
In Western Europe such alternatives existed to render those nations "immune 
against subversion", the statement said, but they do not exist in the Far 
Hast. RBG Me a 


In Southeast Asia, it added, “our majer tagk is to support every country that 
has some national.substance and a will to be independent. They need cur 
help to develop institutions that will enable them to solve their basio prob- 
lems. China's military and pelitical influence is dominant and will remain 
so. Attempts to limit it will ultimately be useless unless we are able at 
the same time to develop alternatives to communism. This constructive 
effort seems now to be lost in the military manoeuvres," EPS, Geneva 


USA CHURCH COMMENDS 
VIETNAM POLICY 


(Buek Hill Falls, Pa.) ~ President Johnson's "realistic approach to the 
practical issues in the problem of Vietnam" were lauded in a letter sent to 
him by the General Synod of the Reformed Church in America. 


The Synod's letter enclosed copies of a resolution adopted during sessions 
here which urged the government to "continue its persistent efforts to Peet 
negotiate a cease-fire and a settlement of the war which will attempt to 
achieve the independence, freedom, and self-determination of the people of 
South Vietnam". - EPS, Geneva 
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REFORMED CHURCH APPROVES UNION 
RECOMMENDATIONS WITH SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa. ) - The 159th General Synod of the Reformed Church 
authorised the drawing up of a plan of union with the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S.(Southern). 


The action came after a three-hour debate, in the acceptance of the 
recommendations of the church's Committee of Twelve which has been meeting 
with a similar Southern Presbyterian group. The Southern Presbyterian 
General Assembly gave the plan its first approval in April. 


The Committee asked the General Synod to "instruct the joint committee" 
of the two churches to "begin drafting a plan of union" for presentation 
to the churches! governing bodies "not later than 1967". 


- 


In another action the Reformed Synod voted overwhelmingly in favour of 
retaining its membership in the National Council of Churches. It also 
upheld the rights of individuals to engage in civil disobedience in 
opposition to laws "that keep people from receiving justice and thus 
conflict with the purposes of God as they are revealed in the Gospel". 
BPS, Geneva. 


BRITISH SURVEY UPHOLDS 
SCHOOL RELIGIOUS TRAINING 


(London) ~ An overwhelming majority of adults in England, Wales, and 
Scotland believe that Britain is a Christian country and want religious 
instruction to continue in state primary and’ secondary schools, according 
to a survey published by New Society. The magazine financed the study 
following attacks on religious teaching in schools by such groups as the 
National Secular Society, and the British Humanist Society. 


The journal reported that a "systematic probability sample" of 2,160 
people over 21 showed that 79.7 per cent of those queried thought of 
Britain as a Christian nation, 19 per cent said they did not, and 1.3 per 
cent were not decided or declined to answer. ; 


Regarding religims education in the schools - required of all students 
unless parents request they be excused - 90 per cent said they favoured a 
continuation of this regulation, 8.3 wanted it discontinued, and 1.7 

per cent were not certain. EPS, Geneva. 


TANZANIA'S PRESIDENT PLACES 
LUTHERAN CENTRE CORNERSTONE 


(Moshi, Tanzania) - President Julius K. Nyerere of Tanzania laid the 
cornerstone here for the first unit of the new Kilimanjaro Christian Medical 
Centre’ being constructed by Lutherans. The Tanzanian government will 
cooperate in operating the institution. . 


About 2,000 persons attended the ceremonies, which were led by Bishop 
Stefano Moshi, president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanganyika. 
Members of the Lutheran World Federation Executive Committee, meeting in 
Arusha, also were present. 


Some $4 million have been donated for the centre - which will include a 
hospital, training centre for doctors and nurses, and research facilities - 
by German and Swedish Lutherans. An anonymous American has given 
$200,000. EPL, Genevae 
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NCC TO AID UNITED CHURCH 
PROJECT SEEKING RADIO-TV “PATRNESS'"' 


(New York) — Support and assistance to the United Church of Christ (USA) in 
its effort to obtain fair treatment fer Negroes and other minorities in the 
programming, particularly with regard to news coverage, of Southern radio 
and television programmes was pledged here by the National Council of 
Churches! Commission on Religion and Race. 


The commission voted unanimously to join the UCC in pressing for court 

review of the renewal of broadcasting licences of two television stations 

in Jackson, Miss. The NCC also offered to aid the United Church in monitor- 
ing Southern stations generally to check on discriminatory practices against 
Negroes over the airwaves. — He EPS, Geneva 


LAITY CONTROL OF SCHOOLS — 
VOTED BY CANADIAN RC ARCHDIOCESE 


(Vancouver, B.C.) - Lay control of Ronan Catholic parochial govleore has been 
voted for by more than 29,000 members of. the 68 parishes of the Vancouver 
archdiocese. 


The vote was 89-68 per cent in favour of a school commission report that 
proposed a central laymen's school board and parish boards, higher teachers! 
salaries, a fund for capital expansion, and a $l-a-month levy on arn Roman 
Catholic wage earners. 


"T am thrilled by the returns", said Archbishop Martin M. Johnston of 
Vancouver, who added it will take a year to organize the programme. He 
noted that until. now, schools have always been thought of as the private 
domain of clergy and bishops, . BPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT CRITICIZED 
BY CONSERVATIVE BAPTISTS 


(Denver) - The 22nd. annual meeting of the Conservative Baptist Association of 
America has adopted a resolution opposing the ecumenical movement. 


Expressing a “conviction that spiritual unity is based upon a genuine bibli- . 
cal faith", the resolution tooka stand against the ecumenical movement "as 
expressed in the National and World Councils of Churches! churches... 


"This stand has been taken", the resolution said, "because of the ambiguous 
expressions of faith in Jesus Christ which permit dubious interpretations of 
scripture and of the person and work of Jesus Christ". 


Inclusive membership in the Association, as reported in the 1965 Yearbook of 
American Churches, is 400,000 persons. | . EPS, Geneva 


COOPERATION WITH RCs RECOMMENDED 
BY BRAZIL BIBLE SOCIETY 


(Rio de Janeiro) - The governing body of the Bible Society of Brazil has 
recommended cooperation with the Roman Catholic Church in the preparation of 
a revised edition of the Bible in Portuguese. 


The Society leaders also said a careful study should be made of the possi- 
ads of TEN iegs the > ‘books oe the ee ; en EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN COUNCIL OBSERVERS 
ANNOUNCED AT LUF MESTING 


(Arusha, Tanzania) - Four experienced Vatican Council observers will again 
represent the Lutheran World Federation. at the coming session of the 
council, it was announced at the annual meeting here of the LWF Executive 
Committee. . 


‘They are Dr. Vilmos Vajta of Strasbourg, France; Bishop Sven Silén of 
Vasteras, Sweden; Dr. Warren As Quanbeck of St. Paul (Minnesota), USA; and 
Dr. Kristen- ~Ejner Skydsgaard of Copenhagen. 


In addition, Dr. Seppo A. Teinonen of Helsinki, general eareteay of the 
Finnish Ecumenical Council, will for the first time attend some of the 
council sessions as a delegate observer for the federation. 


All the LWF representatives except Dr. Teinonen are associated with the 

Lutheran Foundation for Inter=Confessional Research which is making a 
scholarly study of modern Roman Catholicism - Dr. Vajta is 

ene of. 4the research professors at its institute in Strasbourg, and the 
other three arc board members. ‘ EPS, Genevas 


CANADIAN PRRESBYTERIANS' LACK OF 
INTEREST IN UNION REPORTED 


(Toronto) - Lack of interest in church union on the part of the presbyteries 
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada was reported ‘to the church's 9lst 
General Assembly here, git 


The Rev. Gs D. Johnson, told the Assembly that only 12 of the 49 eowabie waeie 
had even bothered to reply to a questionnaire on church union. He said 
their: replies indicated the majority believe unity in Christ is something 
apart from church union, and that it can exist even where there is ereat 
diversity in theological positions. 


He said responses also indicated that those replying are basically content 
_ with the Westminster Confession of Faith, although many think it requires 
a companion volume to explain the "old fashioned language". EPS, Geneva. . 


_ WELSH GIVE NEW WINDOW 
FOR BOMBED USA CHURCH 


(Birminghan, Alabama) - A new stained glass window ~ the gift of "the people 
of Wales" - has been dedicated at the Sixteenth Pare: Baptist Church in | 
. Birmingham, Alabama. 


The new window replaces the one destroyed when the church was Dena ire 

demolished in the explosion of September 17, 1963 in which four Negro 
Sunday school children were killed and 20 members of the congregation 
were injured. 


The window depicts a Negro Christ. and carries the words "You do it to me", 
_It was designed by Welsh artist John Petts. The £900 required fom its 
construction and shipment to the USA was subscribed within four weeks in 

a fund campaign conducted by the Western Mail, a Cardiff newspapere 

+ EPS, Geneva. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN JOURNAL DEPLORES 
RAID ON CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE 


(Standerton, South Africa) - The Christian Recorder, a non-denominational 
journal published here, said that the recent police raids on the offices of 
the Christian Institute and the home of Institute director, the Rev, Beyers 
Naude, can serve no purpose other than "incitement and the smearing of a 
lawful and patriotic South African organization". 


Quoting an editorial in the Johannesburg Star which declared that "only a 
fool" would believe the Institute of Mr. Naude guilty of communist subversion, 
the Recorder declared that “everyone knows - or should know — that the In- 
stitute and its director are among the greatest and most effective foes of 
the ideology of communism", It added: 


"We have said on more than one occasion in fede oolimne that the oft- 
repeated assertion in some overseas countries that South Africa is a police 
state is untrue. We still hold by that. But it is not surprising that 
incidents such as these ... lead those who must depend on the newspapers for 
their picture of South Africa to believe that we are governed by the police. 
When ara those in authority going to stop allowing the name of ‘South Africa 
to be continually blackened in the eyes of the world by the repetition of 
such petty and unnecessary raids on the homes and offices of loyal citizens 
who happen to oppose, purely on religious grounds, the policy of the 
political party at present in power?" b EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN BAPTISTS ENDORSE PLANS 
FOR NORTH AMERICAN AGENCY 


(Dallas) - Southern Baptists have reversed a decision of a. year ago and 
voted to join with four other North American Baptist ereups in the Proponed 
North American Baptist Fellowship. 


Barring any changes of positions by the other four, the fellowship became an 
operational reality with this action. It is envisaged as an annual forum 
for North American members of the Baptist World Alliance for discussion of 
natters of mutual interest such as social issues, evangelism, missicns, 
history, and doctrine. 


Others involved are the American Baptist Convention, the Baptist Federation 
of Canada, the Baptist Convention of Mexico, and the Seventh Day Baptist 
Conference. Five other Baptist groups in North America have not yet taken 
final action on the plan. EPS, Geneva 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN LAYMEN | 
VOLUNTEER FOR AFRICA SERVICE 


(New York) ~ A 12-man interracial team of United Presbyterian laymen will 
leave here late in June for. a two-month tour of volunteer work in Africa. 


The project is co-sponsored by the National Council of United Presbyterian 
Men and the denomination's Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations in 
cooperation with Operation Crossroads Africa. 


Six of the volunteers will help build a dormitory for students in agriculture 
near the College of Libamba in the Cameroun; the other half of thé team will 
engage in a work project in Kenya and visit African churchmen. 

EPS, Geneva 
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CONTINUED SLAVE TRADE 
IN AFRICA REPORTED 


(Oslo) -,A4 new book just off the presses here written by a Norwegian 
missionary reports there are a quarter of a million slaves in Saudi Arabia 
alone and that the slave trade is on the increase especially in the oil-rich 
areas of the Persian Gulf. 


The Rev» Halvdan Endresen reports slave traders pose as "missionaries" and 
entice and coerce Negroes in Equatorial Africa to go with them on 
"pilgrimages! to Mecca and then send them on forced marches chained 
together across the Sahara Desert. 


The book titled Sald som slav (Sold as a Slave), says that while slavery 
has been officially abolished, the United Nations appears to be powerless 
to enforce the regulations. The book was published by the Norwegian 
Missionary Scciety Press. Translations into French and English are 
expected soon. EPS, Geneva. 


NEW INTER-CONFESSIONAL MONASTIC GROUP 
DEVOTED TO CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(New Cambria, Mo.) - An inter-confessional Brotherhood of Christian Unity, 
devoted to prayer and works for the reunion of Christendom, has been formed 
as a monastic community at a fcrmer Franciscan monastery in Wien, a 

hamlet near here. 


Supported by their bishops, a Catholic priest and an Episcopal clergyman 
have pioneered the Brotherhood!s formation for more than a years They are 
the Rev. Joseph W. Starmann of Jefferson City, Moe, and the Rev. Robert P,. 
Bollman of the Missouri Episcopal diocese. 


The Brotherhood, which hopes to support itself by operating a printing house 
and book bindery, is seeking candidates. Membership is open to clergy and 
laymen of all Christian confessions. . EPS, Geneva. 


DEATH OF METROPOLITAN BORIS 
OF RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH REPORTED 


(Moscow) = The death is reported of Metropolitan Boris, Russian Orthodox 
Archbishop of Odessa and Cherson, He was 59. 


Metropolitan Boris had played an active role in the ecumenical movement 
and took a prominent part in the negotiations which led to the Russian — 
Orthodox Church becoming a member of the World Council of Churches. The 
first meeting between representatives of the church and the WCC was held 
at his residence in Berlin in 1954. When the WCC's Executive Committee 
met in Odessa, USSR, in early 1964, he served as host at the official 
reception. 


Born in Saratow in the middle Volga in 1906, he was consecrated a bishop in 
(1944 and for a period of time served a Bishop of Saratow. During the 
1950's he was in charge of two of the church's most important sees 

abroad: the Exarchate for Central Burope which has its seat in Berlin, 

and later the Hxarchate of the USA and pamed as which has headquarters: in. 
New York. EPS, Geneva.. 
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CANADIAN YwCA RESOLUTIONS 

ON NATIONAL, FAMILY ISSUES 

(Saskatoon, Sask. ) - The Young Women's Christian Association of Canada 
has scored educational, religious, and social agencies for their 
failure to overcome ignorance in matters pertaining to family life 
education, and instructed its national body to prepare an instruction 
programme in this area for use by local associations. 


A resolution adopted by delegates to the national convention here said 
the educational material should be "sensitive to individual needs" and 
should cover the "total moral, social, psychological, and physical 
aspects" of the problem. It also asked that local YWCA leaders receive 
special training in the content and method of family life education, 


In another resolution the Association registered its protest against the 
federal government!s stringent birth control laws. BY unaninous vote 
delegates declared that birth control is a personal decision and that 
approval should be given to the dissemination of information and the sale 
of ccntraceptives. 


A third resolution dealt with Canada's problem of "bi-culturalism", It 
asked local associations to give special emphasis to projects which 
"foster greater communication and promote greater understanding" between 
the English and French-speaking communities of Canada. EPS, Genevae 


GERMAN LCUMENICAL PIONEER 
HONOURED ON 80TH BIRTHDAY 


(Soest) - The life-time of service to the ecumenical movement and the 

causes of international justice and peace of Dr. Friedrich Siegmund-Schultze 
were lauded in a ceremony marking his 80th birthday held in the Town 

Hall here. 


Speakers paid tribute to his work for peace through the German branch cf 
the International Fellowship of Reconciliation and as founder and first 
president of the Alliance of German Peace Associations. They alsc 
praised his pioneering contributions to the work for Christian unity 
through leadership of both the Life and Workand the Faith and Order 
movements, and to the World Alliance for Promoting International 
Friendship through the Churches. 


Now retired Dr. Siegmund-Schultze lives quietly in this West German community 
where he devotes his time to the Ecumenical Archives, one of the largest 
existing collections of documents of the early days of the movement, which 
he is organizing at the request of the Evangelical Church of westphalia. 

EPS, Geneva. 


KUROPEAN THEOLOGIANS HOLD 
INTER-CONFsSSIONAL liEETING 


(Monaco) ~ An intereconfessional group of 18 European theologians - nine 
Roman Catholics, one Anglican, four Protestants, and four Orthcdox = met 
here recently for four-day discussions of "Church unity and our common 
unton in vChrist"™, The meeting was: organized by the International Academy 
of Religious Sciences, Brussels. 


Topics included a review of the recent work of the Second Vatican Council 
and of the ecumenical movement generally. Participants stressed the need 
for thorough study and greater appreciation of the spiritual basis of the 
church. EPS, Geneva. 
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JAPANESE CHRISTIANS OPPOSE 
USA POLICY IN VIUTNAM 


(Tokyo) - American policy in Vietnam is opposed in a statement issued by 
the Emergency Meeting of Christians for Peace in Vietnam. 


The statement called "mistaken" the American understanding, as indicated 
in the recently issued government "White Paper. on Vietnam", that the 
Vietcong is "'a communist government intentionally enbauh ive upon the . 
conquest of a sovereign neighbouring state" and is perpetrating "savage 
terrorism and armed attacks insteuc ved and controlled by the communist 
government of Hanoi’. 


"The war basically is a movement that is deeply rooted in the (desire of) 
the Vietnam people for the liberation of their country", the Japanese 
leaders said. "seeeven if the path that Vietnam chooses to tread is not 
in the interests of American or in accordance with the American idea of 
freedom, it is solely a matter for the Vietnamese themselves to decide, 

No country has the right to interfere in the affairs of another country, 
send an army there and kill and injure its people..." The bombing of 
Nerth Vietnam cannot be justified by interrational lawee.it is okey 
unjustifiable," . 


The statement asked immediate cessation of bombing in North Vietnam, a truce 
achieved by negotiations which express the sélf-determination of the 
Vietnamese people, and the withdrawal of U.S. forces from South Vietnam. 


Signers of the statement included many prominent leaders of the United 
Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan). The group plans to send a delegation 
to the USA to make representations to President Johnson, United Nations. 
officials, and church leaders. EPS, Geneva, 


"PRESBYTERIUM" WILL BE ELECTED 
IN FRENCH RC DIOCESE 


(Agen, France) = The Roman Catholic Bishop of Agen has announced plans for 
the election of a "presbyterial council" in his diocese to aid him in 
guiding its spiritual life and general administration. 


The plan is viewed as a creative new effort Hp. creat a genuine BS Adee eats rk 
by use of the method of election. 


The new body will be composed of members of the hierarchy, whom the side 
himself will nominate, and priestselected by their fellow priests. 
EPS, Geneve 


BELGIAN CHURCH ACTION 

ON WOMEN PASTORS 

(Brussels) ~- The Synod of the Belgian Christian Missionary bhupen has 
decided that women may be appointed as pastors in perishes which have men 


pastorse It stipulated they should not be eat ha to Wiest Cate full 
responsibilities of a parish. 


The Belgian Protestant weekly Paix et piberté said the action. "without 
definitely rejecting women pastors..».puts a strong curb on the prerogatives 
she women Wehr Ns working in the service of the church", EPS, Geneva. 
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SPANISH PRIZSTS 
ARE FINED 


(Bilbao, Spain) -,Bilbao authorities have fined three Roman Catholic 
Basque priests each 25,000 pesetas ($417). Two were found guilty of 
having attended a church-sponsored meeting which had been prohibited by 
the government in the nearby village of Gatica. 


The third was convicted of having collected funds to assist Father Alberto 
Gabicagogeascoa, who was convicted on May 29 of making slighting 
references to "high state authorities" and of "attacking the unity of the 
nation He has been sentenced to six months! imprisonment and fined the 
equivalent of £473. EPS, Genevae 


REVOKE "MUTUAL HACOMMUNICATIONS" 
ORTHODOX LEADER ASKS 


(London) - The revocation of "mutual excommunications" as a step towards 
ending the centuries-old schism between the churches of Bast and West, was 
advocated by Metropolitan Athenagoras of Thyateira and Great Britain, head 
of the Greek Orthodox Church in Britain. ; 


Speaking at a "service of international Christian witness" in Westminster | 
Abbey, the Metropolitan recalled that in 1(¢54 the Papal legates and Patriarch 
Michael Cerularius issued mutual excommunications against one another. 

These "unhappy and ill-considered documents", ke said, had marked the formal 
beginning of the Orthodox schism between the Orthodox and Rome. Their 
"solemn cancellation now would be a symbolic gesture of the utmost 
significance", . BPS, Genevas 


AID TO BRAZIL'S UNEMPLOYED ASKED 
BY CATHOLIC ACTION GROUP 


(Sao Paulo) - Concerted effort by all churches, employers, politicians, and 
professional groups to end unemployment in Brazil is called for ina 
manifesto issued by Catholic workers Action here. 


Terming unemployment the single mest serious problem affecting Brazilian 
family life, the manifesto declared: "We are certain that the clergy, 
laity, and brothers of other confessions, faithful to the Tospel, will unite 
in order that our unemployed brethren may know in their suffering the warmth 
of a fraternal gesture. ' This is the moment to divide our daily bread. 

He who has more must give to him who has less or nothing." EPS, Geneva. - 


JAPAN LUTHERANS PLAN 
JOINT SEMINARY © 


(Tokyo) - Representatives of the Japan Mission of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod and of the Niho Lutheran Church have agreed to cooperate 
in theological training with the Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


The Rev. Richard Myer, chairman of the Japan Mission, called the agreement 
one of the most significant developments in the history of Lutheranism 
in Japan. 


Plans call for the erection of joint seminary facilities, possibly located 
on the campus of the International Christian University. EPS, Geneva. 
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JOINT RC-PROTESTANT BIBLE 
PLANNED IN FRANCE 


(Paris) — Work on a joint Protestant-Roman Catholic translation of the 
Bible into French is underway here, 


It has been undertaken by the French Bible Societies and the Roman 
Catholic publishing house "Hditions du Cerf", Orthodox theologians also 
are participating. The New Testament is expected to be published in 
about five years and the whole Bible in ten years. 


Officials of the cooperating bodies said the joint work was planned 
because they were "convinced that the Bible is a powerful instrument under 
the hand of God for bringing together separated brethren and that the 
present state of ecumenical dialogue makes possible real agreement..." 

EPS 3 Genevars 


HUCHARIST SEN SIGN 
OF UNITY 


(Pisa) - The eucharist as the sign and symbol of Christian unity and -one 
of the most effective means of overcoming the divisions of the Church, 

was emphasized by Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Christian Unity, in a speech delivered to the Eucharistic Congress heres 


The development of “intense eucharistic life" has been a major contribution 
of the ecumenical movement, hé said, "he more all Christians are united 
in Christ in the eating of His body and in the drinking of His blood, the 


easier it will be for them to overcome present divisions and to realize that 


perfect unity for which all are intended through Holy Baptism." 
EPS, Geneva. 


IN BRIEF 


The National Council of Churches of New sealand has sent £300 to Fiji in 
response to an urgent appeal from Anglican leaders there for funds to aid 
victims of recent floods, 


* * * 


The Reformed Church Synod of Neuchatel, Switzerland, has adopted a report 
of one of its special coimissions calling upon the Swiss government to make 
provision for alternate civilian service for conscientious objectors. 

The rights of CO's whose "motives are recognized as honourable, imperious, 
and free from self-interest" should be recognized, the Synod said, 

Several other Swiss churches have also urged such legislation. 


* x * 
The Ecumenical Council of Sweden has invited the World Council of Churches 


to hold its Fourth Assembly, scheduled in. 1968, in Stockholm, The Swedish 
Counciltgs constituency includes both wWCC-member and non-member churchese 


* * 
The Free Church of Geneva, Switzerland, has offered its chapel to the 


city's Old Catholic congregation for services while their church is 
undergoing reconstruction. 
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More effective use by African churches of the- broadcasting media will be the 
subject of a five-day consultation scheduled in Enugu, Nigeria, (June 22-26) 
under joint auspices of the World Association for Christian Broadcasting 
(WACB) “and the Information Department of the World Council of Churches. 
Participants will be some 25 broadcasting specialists and guests from 
Nigeria, Ghana, Cameroun, Congo/Léopoldville, and Ethiopia. Consultation 
theme will be "Christian Communication in Contemporary Africa". 


ek 


The Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity has invited the Greek Orthodox _ 
Church to send observers to the fourth session of the Second Vatican Council. 
Similar invitations to attend previous sessions have been refused by the 
Greek Church, 


¥ %* * 


Catholicos Vazken I, head of the Etchmiadzin Patriarchate of the Armenian 
Apostolic (Orthodox) Church, is in Bulgaria for a visit as a guest of the. _ 
Bulgarian Orthodox Church's Holy Synod. Accompanied by a delegation of 
Armenian clergy, he is touring Orthodox centres in Bulgaria and conferring 
with leading Bulgarian churchmen. 


% %& * ari 


The group of Protestant missionaries in India who are in process of trans- 
lating the Bible into Gujerati, the language of the Indian state of Gujerat, 
has asked a group of Roman Catholic scholar-priests to join them inthe <0: 
endeavoure 


* * * 


The first graduating class of seven new Congolese ministers received dip-:i. 
lomas from the United School of Theology, Luluabourg, Congo, on June 14. 
Strife in the Congo occasionally forced the school to hold classes in 
Goquilhatville, but the final year of the four-year course was held in 
Luluabourg. The seven graduates become pastors of churches throughout 
central Congo or serve in other church-related ministries. 


* * * 


The first Deaconess Motier-House belonging to the Protestant Batak Church  ~ 
has been formally opened in Balige, Sumatra. Built with the help of 


$57,000 given by the Bread for the World campaign of the German Protestant: 
churches, the institution can take 30 deaconesses. There are at present 
14 deaconesses in Sumatra who were trained at Kaiserswerth, near Diisseldorf. 


‘The United Free Church of Scotland's General Assembly in Edinburgh has 
agreed to accept a Church of Scotland invitation to take part in a series 
of talks with other Scottish churches. | 
ce xk * rs | 

Since the end of World War II the 01d Catholic Church in Germany has built 
20 new churches, four of them in new parishes. 

+ " * * .% | phe ules a 
The Academy at Warsaw, which has , faculty for theological studies for Old 
Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant students, is marking its 100th anni- 
versary. 


Reports presented to the annual meeting of the Czechoslovak Baptist Union 
showed 116 baptisms in Baptist churches of the country in 1964, an increase 
of 38 over the preceding year. Progress was reported on a project, which 
is being carried out in cooperation with other churches, for the publication 
of a new Slovak translation of the Bible. Delegates were told of a new 
hymnbook being prepared for the use of Baptist churches, 


* TS Shea 


Dr. Robert We. Huston, minister of the Newtonville, Mass., Methodist church, 
has been elected the first full-time executive of The Methodist Church's 
(Usa) Commission on-Beumenical Affairs. The Commission was created by the 
church!s 1964 General Conference. . 


%¥ * * 
Bunan tribal churches on Taiwan's mountainous east coast are trying an ex- 
periment in sharing and stewardship. Congregations in widely separated — 


villages have decided to exchange ministers, so that each will have an 
opportunity to profit from new insights and ideas. 


* * * 


A four-man team of Christian journalists has held a series of day-long con- . 


ferences at schools in west-central Congo, to interest students in careers 
in Christian journalism. They called the effort “an important first step" 
toward developing a cadre of Congolese Christians interested in a journalism 
ministry. 


* * * 


The Pennsylvania Senate, by a vote of 42 to 16 passed the controversial bill 
authorizing private and parochial school bus transportation, and sent the 
measure to Governor William W. Scranton who said he will sign it. The 
pending law states that public funds may be used for transportation of 
parochial and other non-profit private school students on established public 
school bus routes, 


* * * 


Mr. Robert Evan Roberts has been appointed to succeed the late Sir Norman 
Tucker as general secretary to the National Council of YMCAs in England, 
Ireland and Wales. The announcement was made by Sir Knox Cunningham, 
chairman of the National Council. For the past nine years Mr. Roberts has 
been secretary to the National Council of YMCAs for Wales. 


* capen hse 


The Roman Catholic hierarchy of Angola, in a pastoral letter, has expressed 
anxiety at."the wave of immorality which is engulfing one by one the various 
sectors of social life", The bishops protested against "various forms of 
corruption which flaunt themselves in the towns and are gradually reaching 
the rural population, which hitherto was almost unaware of certain aberra- 
tions of a materialistic pseudo-civilization". 


*¥ * * 
After a long debate, the Anglican Niagara Diocese, Ontario, Canada, voted 


88-63 in favour of asking Ontario's government to establish a course ori 
world religions in elementary schools. EPS, Genevae 


* * * 
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LATIN AMERICAN CHURCH LEADERS DENOUNCE 
U.S» DOMINICAN REPUBLIC POLICY 


(Montevideo) - Four prominent Latin American church leaders have charged 
that US government intervention in the Dominican Republic is "a unanimously 
recognized violation of the agreement of the non-intervention and self- 
determination sponsored by the ... Organization of American States" and has 
had "devastating" consequences for USA-Latin American relations. 


The statement, published in the June 24 issue of The Christian Century under | 
the title "How Latin America Sees It", declared: 


"More and more possibilities for understanding, communication and fruitful 
dialogue seem to be excluded. More and more rancour and resentment of the 
Latin American masses against their northern neighbours are being inflamed. 
More and more the probability of a peaceful and real solution to the grave 
problems affecting Latin American social development seem to be recedingee. 


"Confronted by this situation, Latin America cannot but trust in her own 
strength to strive for the attainment of her aspirations to modernity and 
progress. . However, within every nation of the continent there are other 
lines of struggle, and in each case the moral and material. backing of the 
United States is given to the forces opposing progress and stubbornly per- 
Sisting in keeping a status quo which is historically indefensible." 


The four signatories of the document who issued it in their personal capa~ 
cities were: Luis E. Odell, general secretary of the Latin American Com- 
mission on Church and Society; the Rev. Oscar Bolioli, executive secretary 
of the Latin American Union of Evangelical Youth Groups; Leonardo Franco, 
Latin American secretary of the World Student Christian Federation; and 
the Rev. Emilio Castro, coordinator of the Provisional Commission for 
Evangelical Unity in Latin America. 


(See full text of statement appended, ) . nes EPS, Geneva 


"INSTITUTIONITIS". PROBLEM 
FOR METHODIST MISSIONS WORK 


(Greencastle, Ind.) ~ "Institutionitis" - the maintenance in foreign lands 
of impressive schools, hospitals, and other institutions - was described by 
a world missionary executive as one of the chief problems of the Methodist 
Board of Missions. 7 


Mrs. Porter Brown, Oo neren ld fea of the Board, told a conference of 400 
new and furloughed missionaries and mission exeeutives here that "no topic 

strikes fire with both missionaries and nationals faster than the suggest-— 

ions that. the Board of Missions rid itself: of some of its institutions. 


"Now that governments everywhere are showing white-hot interest in education 
and welfare, should we in the Board be moving from our. position of great 
land-owners | and institution builders?" 


She said one missionary had held that-the Board pays a "price in loss of 
spiritual authority" in order to own property in another country. The 
Same missionary, she reported, had raised the question as to whether a 
missionary could "serve both as an official representative of his Board of 
Missions and as a tgift! to the receiving church", EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK ARCHBISHOP SAYS 
NO RELATIONS WITH ROME 


(Athens) - According to the Athens journal Ethnos, Archbishop Chrysostomos 
of Athens and All Greece has told the Synod of the Greek Church in session 
here that "as long as I live there shall be no rapprochement with the Roman . 
Catholic Church and to this end I am prepared to sacrifice my life". 


His remark was made during discussion of an invitation by the Vatican to the 
church to send observers to the fourth session of the Vatican Council which 
opens in September, 


Ethnos reported that Professor Hamilcar: Alivisatos said in reply that "these 
isolationist views are not correct. It is no sin for us to see what the 
Catholic Church is doing", Ethnos said several members of the.Synod agreed 
with Professor Alivisatos that observers should be sent to the Vatican 
session, but that the question was referred to the plenary assembly of the 
hierarchy when it meets in October. 


* Renae 


Meanwhile the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul has announced that its 
observer to the fourth session will be Archimandrite Maximos Georgousis, the 
priest of the Greek Orthodox church in Rome. He was the Patriarchate!'s 
observer to the last session. BPS, Geneva 


GERMAN COMMITTEE PLANS 
LUTHERAN CELEBRATIONS 


(Berlin) - A committee for the preparation of the celebrations of the 450th 
anniversary of the Reformation in Germany held its first meeting here 
recently. Chairman of the committee is Bishop Janicke of Magdeburg who . 
has the episcopal charge of the so-called "Luther towns" - those communities 
with which Luther's activities are especially a eee All of these 
"towns" are in East Germany. 


In view of the world-wide significance of the occasion the committee is in 

process of arranging a number of different events with a broadly ecumenical 
character for the period October 28 - November 3, 1967, It was on October 
31, 1517 that Luther published his famous "95 Theses" in Wittenberg. 


It is expected that the events will include meetings in which Christians 
from many churches will be able to gather. A period of theological study 
also is planned. EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH RAISE OVER £117,000 
FOR CHRISTIAN LITERATURE WORK 


(Amsterdam) - The special campaign for Christian literature work of eight 
churches in the Netherlands has resulted in the collection of £117,000 
($327,600) towards a goal of £150,000 ($420,000). 


The campaign was started in the Spring in support of the Christian Literature 
Fund of the World Council of Churches and for some smaller projects of the 
Dutch churches in Africa, Asia and Latin America. It ended officially with 
a collection in some 2,000 congregations on Sunday, May 2. BPS, Geneva 
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PRIEST SHES ITALY'S PROTESTANTS 
UNCERTAIN OF CATHOLIC SINCERITY ane ne 


(Rome) - A Roman Catholic priest who attended/sessions of the recent Italia 
Evangelical Congress as an ynofficial observer told newsmen here that it is 
"sad" that many. Italian Protestants are "not completely certain of our 
sincerity and the value of Catholic eoumenism'’. (EPS No. 19) 


Father Jean de la Croix Bonadio declared: ~"I believe that the Congress 
revealed that among Italian Evangelicals the times have matured for a serene ~ 
dialogue with the Catholic Church. It is sad, however, to-notice that- many ~ 
are not. completely certain of our sincerity and of the value of Catholic 
ecumenism, We must convince them that their suspicions are unfounded.- 

Ours is a sincere march toward unity, and it should be clear that it is not 

a Static unity, a return toward the church as it was before John XXIII, but 

a new unity." 


Some speakers before the Italian Hvangelical Congress were cautious in 
estimating how the "change" generated by Vatican II would benefit the 
country's.Protestants. 


os 


Father Bonadio also oriticized the Congress's opposition to the article in 
the concordat between Italy and the Vatican which states that an "apostate 
Catholic priest" may not held public office. . ; 


"This is a very delicate thing", Father Bonadin said. "Tt is as if some- 
body were interfering in other people's business. It does not", he added, 
"help the cause of good Catholic~Protestant relations". - BPS, Geneva 


DORMITORY OPENED ON 
KOREAN SEMINARY CAMPUS 


(Seoul, Korea) - A dormitory - a rarity in Korea - has been “built on the 
campus of Yonsei University's United Graduate School of Theology with funds 
contributed by the Theological Education Fund of the World Council of Churches. 


The dormitory is unusual in a country where most college students commute to | 
classes, and are unable to participate actively in campus community life, 


The building, which will provide low-cost housing for 30 students, will also 
Serve pastors and chaplains attending seminars in the capital city. The 
school was formed by the union of four theological schools: Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Anglican, and Yonsei's own interdenominational seminary. 

ri th: EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH CATHOLIC SEMINARIES 
TO ACCEPT WOMEN STUDENTS 


(Haarlem, Netherlands) - Roman Catholic junior seminaries in Holland will °~ 
accept women.students starting in September. 


However, the young women will be accepted only in "humanities" courses, not 
as students of philosophy and theology. 


Although prelates found merit in the admission of women to. humanities studies, 

observers said, they were also concerned that state. aid grants might be. 

reduced in a time when the number of seminarians was generally below quota. 
EPS, Geneva 
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NORTH VIETNAM CHURCH CONGRESS 
CONDEMNS U.S. "AGGRESSION" IN VIETNAM 


(Tokyo) ~ According to Hsinhua, the official news agency of the People's 
Republic of China, the llth Congress of the North Vietnamese Evangelical 
Protestant Church passed a resolution condemning US "aggression" in Vietnam. 


According to the news agency story, picked up in Tokyo, the resolution 
"brought before world public opinion the imperialists! repressive acts - 
against religious bodies in South Vietnam, their bombings and strafing of 
shurches, pagodas, and temples in both North and South Vietnam, and the use 
of toxic gases against the South Vietnamese people", 


Hsinhua said the Congress was attended by 350 "Protestant dignitaries and 
believers in North Vietnam" who adopted a letter to Protestants in South 
Vietnam "expressing the hope that they will unite still more closely in the 
common struggle against US imperialist aggression". EPS, Geneva 


BAST GERMAN LEADER 


CRITICAL OF ATHEIST STIGMA 


(Vienna) - A leading East German atheist and natural scientist said that he 
rejected the "antiquated belief that believers must be primitive or super- 
stitious people". : 


Dre Olaf Klohr, esto esy of scientific atheism in East Germany, hadnt out 
in a lecture here that he had many friendly contacts with Roman Catholics on 
different problems, "in which the same platform was possible, as in the 
question of world peace", 


Citing statistics on the situation of churches in hast Germany, he said that 
the relation of believers to non-believers was 50- 50 in the cities, and 70- 
30 in rural communities. Only 1.3 per cent of people living in communities 


of 100. people or less turned atheist in the last 10 years, while the per— =~ 


centage was 5.8 in communities from. 4,000 to 10, hie and 14.2 per. cent in 
cities over 10,000... EPS, Geneva’ neh 


MORE CONGO REFUGEES ARRIVING © 
AT: TANZANTA SETTLEMENT 


(Tabora, Tanzania) - A United Nations charter plane is once again bringing 
refugees from the Congo for relocation in the Mwesi settlement administered 
by the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service (TCRS) southwest of heres + 


Resumption of the UN airlift is expected to raise the population of the new 

settlement - carved last year out of virgin highlands east of Lake Tangan-— 

yika -~ to about 3,000 by the end of June, Before the airlift was suspended 
five months ago, 1,300 refugees from the Congo had been. oa taks to, Mwesi to 

establish new Homa. 


The. TORS. is operated by the Lutheran World Vid dan ecae s Department of World” 
Service on behalf of the World Council of Churches and ‘at the request of the 
Christian Council of Tanganyika. It administers the Mwesi settlement in ~ 
accordance with formal agreements signed with the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees and the Tanzanian government. EPS, Geneva 
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PEACE CONFERENCE YOUTH 
MEET IN GERMANY 


(Hochst, Germany) ~ An international group of 36 young Christians met 
here recently for sessions sponsored by the Youth Commission of the Christian 
Peace Conference (Prague). The six-day meeting was the Commission's first 
Since it was re-organized by the second All Christian Peace Conference meet- 
ing in Prague in July, 1964. iin | 


A communiqué issued at its conclusion said &@ major study topic was the revo- 
lutionary changes in the world and discussions were conducted in "an atmo- 
sphere of openness and dialogue" as participants sought "to discover a mean- 
ingful participation in these revolutionary changed as young Christians". 


They discovered "no simple answers", it said, but "certain mutual insights" 
emerged, especially the fact that "this profound revolution (in seeking a 
just society) must occur in every part of the world ~ East and West, North 
and South - springing from the Christian imperative to work for the consumma~ 
tion of a reality which lies beyond every present social order". Especially 
they concluded a theological understanding of revolution is needed. 


The conference also discussed possibilities of expanded contacts between 
Christian youth through ecumenical work camps and exchanges. . 


Participants came from Australia, Canada, Czechoslovakia, East and West 

Germany, England, France, Indonesia, Kenya, Lebanon, Netherlands, Nigeria, 

Sierra Leone, Sweden, Switcerland, Uganda, USA, and the USSR. 
EPS, Geneva 


STAY IN CHURCH, EXPRESS VIEWS, 
MISSISSIPPI PETITIONERS URGED 


(Jackson, Miss.) - Mississippi Methodist leaders have advised persons object- 
ing to denominational policies on race and Methodist participation in the 
National Council of Churches to stay in the church and express their beliefs 
rather than withdraw from membership or curtain financial support. 


Signed by Bishop Edward J. Pendergrass of Jackson and six superintendents 
each from the Mississippi and the North Mississippi Conferences, the state~ | 
ment replied to petitions presented in March by the unofficial Mississippi 
Association of Methodist Ministers and Laymen. 


The petitions protested against Methodist participation in the. National 
Council of Churches because it was “agitating the race problem"; 
efforts to integrate local churches, and moves to abolish the all-Negro 
Central Jurisdiction, OL: 


In their joint reply the Mississippi'Methodist leaders said: ‘''No solution 
to these problems will ever be ootained by any withdrawal from the denomi- 
nation, by any withdrawal of part: ccpation in The Methodist Church programme, 
or by withdrawal of financial support. ' The Methodist Church is a parece 
the body of Christ. its witness to the love and saving grace of our Lord 
and Savious Jesus Christ will. continue despite the disagreement among its 
members over these issues... Only by, full participation in its programme 

can (Mississippi Methodists) have an effective voice in determining the 
policies of our denomination." EPS, Geneva 
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TRISH PRESBYTERIANS SET 
STUDY OF DISCRIMINATION 


(Dublin) - The Presbyterian Church in Ireland will conduct a two-year 
investigation into religious discrimination in both the Republic hs Ireland 
and Northern Ireland. 


Presbyterians are in the See in the South of Ireland; Roman Catholics 
are in the minority in the North. 


The convenor of the Committee on National and International Problems, the 
Rev. Ge B. Gs McConnell of Dublin, which will conduct the investigation, 

told the General Assembly here that it was time it faced the question of 

‘religious discrimination. 


"If the charges are false then we should refute them", he said, MITt any orf 
them are true we should admit them and see what we as Christians can do-to | 
right what is wrong." ; 


At an earlier session the General Assembly unanimously acopted a resolution 
calling on Presbyterians to acknowledge and ask forgiveness for any attitudes 
and actions towards their Catholic fellow-countryman which had been 

unworthy of followers. of Christ. EPS, Genevas. 


WCC NAMES TWO NEW 
INTER-CHURCE ALD STAFF 


(Geneva) - Two new associate area secretaries within the WOO! s Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, have now taken up their 
appointments in Ceeewat 


They are: Archpriest Georgious Tsetsis, age 31, associated to Mr, 
Christopher King, area secretary for Orthodox Churches and Countries, the 
Old Catholics, and the Middle East; and Mr. Gaio Grassi, BES 28, associate 
to Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, secretary for Europe. ee 


Father Tsetsis, of Greek nationality, was for four years Archdeacon of the 
Princess Islands, Istanbul, dnd is a member of the Church of the iphognceche hae 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


Mre Grassi, a layman, is a Methodist and Italian by nationality. He is 
married to a Swiss. He holds the diploma of the School of Imterpreters at 
Rome and is a specialist in English and French besides having Italian as his 
mother tongue. For the last three years he has been working as a 
translator and proof=reader on the staff of a pene shits Pare His father 
is a Methodist pastor. ' EPS, Geneva. 


VATICAN REPRESENTATIVES 
IN RUSSIA FOR TALKS . 


(Vatican City) - Two members of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity 
have visited Moscow for talks with representatives of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. 


They were Bishop Jan Willebrands, secretary, and Father Pierre Duprey, 
subsecretary, who is in charge of its special section ae with Oriental - 
churches. . 


Vatican sources said the Catholic-Orthodox conversations would include 
representation of the Moscow Patriarchate at the Vatican Council's fourth 
session opening September 14, The Russian Church’ sent two delegate ° 
observers to the Cae third session last year. EPS, Genevas 
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PRESS REPORTS CONCERNING 
VATICAN STATEMENTS ON JEWS, RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Geneva) ~ Several newspapers especially in the United Kingdom, West Germany, 
and the United States have published articles forecasting some drastic 
changes in the treatment by the Vatican Council of two important texts, the 
declaration on the Jews in the Schema on Non-Christian Religions, and the 
declaration on religious liberty. 


The June 20 issue of The Observer of London said: "The declaration freeing 
the Jews from responsibility for the death:of Christ has been dropped .from 
the agenda of the final session of the Vatican Council... This unforeseen 
decision became known when the coordinating commission of seven cardinals... 
adjourned-its session in Rome" in the middle of June. 


The Observer added that the coordinating commission "which is responsible 

for drawing up the agenda (of the Council) was confronted with an instruction 
that this declaration should not be considered" in order that "the tradition- 
al beliefs of the Church might be upheld and good relations with the Arab 
states maintained", 


With regard to the declaration on religious liberty, The Observer wrote that 
the declaration would be submitted to the Council "accompanied by a state- 
ment setting it within strict-limits, so that it will be clearly understood 
that nothing in its terms trespasses on the claim of the Roman Catholic 
Church to be the one and only true religion... On the contrary the whole 
object of the declaration must be seen merely to give to non-Catholics a 
fuller opportunity. to examine and so to come to appreciate the Catholic 
faith. 


The Observer gaded that "the coordinating commission ... had no option but 
to accept these instructions", 


According to The New York Times of June 21, "the ultimate fate-of the ... 
draft document stating that the Jewish people bear no guilt in the Cruci- 
fixion of Jesus is ‘under study! according to high church sources. These 
sources declined to confirm or deny reports circulating in Rome and abroad 
that the declaration had been withdrawn by order of Pope Paul from consider- 
ation" at the next session of the Council. 


On the same date, the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung printed a similar 
report, adding that "the text (on the Jews) approved by the Council at the 
end of the third session has already been modified in important places 
during the last few weeks. Especially, the paper said, it was believed 
that a crucial sentence relating to the accusation of deicide levelled 
against the Jews had been "erased". However "apparently even these can- 
cellations did not give satisfaction. So the Pope gave the instruction to 
cancel the whole statement.'' 


All these reports were denied on June 21 by the Vatican's press office. 
Msgr. Fausto Vallainc, head of this office, said that the reports were 
"without foundation", that the coordinating commission had not met in June, 
and that at its last meeting had not discussed these matters. 


Roman Catholic reaction was published by KIPA, an official Roman Catholic 
press agency with headquarters in Fribourg, Switzerland. KIPA's Rome 
Bureau quoting what it called "authorized voices in Rome" declared: 
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"To realize the stupidity of such statements one must remember that the co- 
ordinating commission has no power to substitute itself for the Council 
Assembly, which in its last session gave approval by a large majority to 
the text on the Jews. During the next session the schema will have to be 
voted in its final form which has been prepared by the competent commission 
‘taking into account the amendments proposed in the vote of last year... 
With regard to the declaration on religious liberty, it is- know that by 

the decision of the Pope this text, entirely re-written, will be the first 
presented to the discussion of coneiliar fathers at the beginning of the 
next session." 


This denial from Rome provoked new press reactions. The Rome correspondent 
of The Guardian, England, reported the Vatican's denial, but added: "The 
suggestion is being made (in Rome) that the declaration on the Jews os. may 
indeed be presented to the Council in a slightly different form. Rather 
then being a Council declaration and binding on all Catholic teaching, it 
might take the form of a pastoral or open letter to the world, refuting all 
anti-semitism based on religious belief." The argument for this change of 
form is that it "might appease those theologians who argue that the present 
declaration would seem to deny the New Testament". 


Despite the denial made by Msgr. Vallainc, the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 
on June 22, published an article maintaining the substance of its earlier 
report. It wrote: 


"The argument that the coordinating commission had no authority to make such 
a change would be valid only if the initiative had come from this commission 
ses The circle of those who knew about the decision of the Pope to strike 
the declaration from the agenda of the Council could not be very bige 

From within this circle it has been confirmed once more that a written 
instruction to the coordinating commission to drop the statement (on the 
Jews) from the agenda had indeed been issued. It seems evident that this 
was a 'directorlal! instruction meant to be kept secret. it had: not been 
expected that it would become known so rapidly." 


With regard to the report that the declaration on religious liberty would 
be accompanied by an explanatory note, it is generally pointed out that the 
denial of the Vatican did not refer to this point. BPS, Geneva 


WORLD ALLIANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES NAMES 
OBSERVERS FOR VATICAN COUNCIL 4TH SESSION 


(Geneva) - The World Alliance of Reformed Churches has named its three 
official observers for the 4th session of the Second Vatican Council which 
opens in Rome mid-September. They are; The Rev. Dr. R-H.N. Davidson, of 
the United Church of Canada, former chairman of the North American Area of 
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches; The Rev. Professor J.K.S. Reid, 
of the Church of Scotland, who holds the chair of Christian dogmatics at 
the University of Aberdeen and is a joint-editor of the Scottish Journal 
of Theology; and the Rev. Professor Vittorio Subilia, dean of the 
Waldensian Theological Faculty in Rome. EPS, Geneva 
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"BARRIERS" SEPARATING MISSOURI SYNOD FROM 
OTHER CHURCHES "CRUMBLING" PRESIDENT SAYS 


(Detroit) - The "walls and barriers" which have separated -the Lutheran - 
Church-Missouri Synod from other churches are "crumbling' and the church is 
now "breaking out into a world that is somewhat strange, always changing, and 
quite terrifying", Synod Pree ata es Drs Oliver R. via he told the church's 

46th convention heres 


"New questions clamour for answers and old answers are being put to the 
test in our lives and in the marketplace where people live, but this is 
where our Lord lived too", he said. 


The Missouri Synod, he added, is ready to discuss doctrine not. only with 
other. Protestants, but with Roman Catholics, and-"if God gives us the grace 
to reach unity of doctrine, faith, and confession, then we can be sure that 
Christ's prayer and our prayer for the oneness: of the church have been : 
answered. 


"Though our Peas TRE ect lsh may not have Hue ennaa it to be, our Synod came 
to live and grow in relative isolation for a long period of time. :Now the. 
walls and barriers have crumbled." 


Barlicr at a press conference Dre ane: had noted that although the Synod 
is not a member of any interdenominational group - either the National . 
Lutheran Council or the Lutheran World Federation, although it does 
cooperate in the relief work of the National Lutheran Council, "welve been 
observers at the National and World Councils of Churches, and the Seconda 
Vatican Council...and these moves show our interest". EPS, Genevae 


BANISH ILLITERACY IN FIVE TEARS 
SEMINAR ASKS CHURCHES 


(Jerusalem, Jordan) - The banishment of illiteracy from every Christian 
congregation in the world within the next five years was set as a goal 
before the world's churches in the closing message of the International 
Literacy Seminary held at St. Georgélts College here. 


Forty-four delegates from 27 countries attended the four-week session 
jointly organized by the Committee on World Literacy and Christian 
Literature and the Comnission on Literature of the Near. Vast Christian 
Council. 


Terming "the illiterate and the reader of limited ability" as poh ae eae 
the forgotten people of the world", the seminar message called for 
expanded literacy programmes, new projects for providing ‘books of simple 
reading content for new readers, and an increased number of literacy 
workerSe . 


"Tn Piste cintald Sader allot thie books published today are for 
the tiny minority of highly educated readers", the message said. "The 
multitudes are without the books that could Ha then nant en of the — 
20th centurye 


"This is the time of urgent opportunity. "The tools for a great work 

are in your hands. New literacy skills are opening minds and hearts 

that were closed, Printed materials in increasing quantity and quality 
carry new readers forward to new knowledge and inspiration. Men and 
women, are emerging from their illiterate backsrounids, coming together 
to study in Bible groups, forming new congregations and beginning to 

take their ACE in the new and richer life of their aN : 
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"We earnestly pray that all churches take to heart the concern and hope 
which we experience...» Let us banish illiteracy from every congregation 
within five years, extend well tested literacy and Christian literature 
programmes and use them in every aspect of Christian life and outreach..." 
EPS, Genevae 


LWF LEADER EXPLAINS CONFESSIONAL GROUPS! 
ROLE IN DIALOGUE WITH ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Arusha, Tanzania) ~ The general secretary of the Lutheran world Federation 
gaid here that world confessional groups have a "legitimate" role in the 
unfolding dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church on Christian unity. 


"Were there no world confessional bodies in the present ecumenicrt aituation, 
then...they would need to be created", declared Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen in 
his official report to the annual meeting of the Federation's Executive 
Committee, held in Africa for the first time. 


Referring to arrangements for Lutherans to have global-level conversations 
with the Reformed and Anglican Churches, he added that "just as (the world 
bodies) are to carry on the conversation among each other...so each of them 
is called...to establish contacts and conversations with the Roman Catholic 
Church", 


He underscored that he was not advocating any limitation on the rights of 
the World Council of Churches--with which most LWF member churches are also 
affiliated--to engage in discussions with the Roman church's Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity. 


"The kind of contacts and conversations which can be arranged by the world 
Council of Churches", the German churchman said, "need not necessarily be 
incompatible with those that a world confessional body, with the concurrence 
of its member churches, can arranges On the contrary, both approaches 
should be able to undergird and complement each other." 


Highlights of other Executive Committee sessions included: 


Announcement that the Federation will publish a book that it hopes will shed 
light on a controversial question which threatens to stalemate many present— 
day church union discussions, particularly in Asia and POOL Ce « ToG Led 
"Church President and Bishop", the volume will offer a serics of contributions 
by different writers relating to whether the episcopal form of churecn 
government--as some argue-- is the only acceptable form when, Christians 

unite and constitute a new e@iurch. 


Approval of two South African churches for Federation membership. The 
churches--both of which are the result of German church work in that 
country--are the Transvaal and Hermannsburg regional units of the group 
bearing the common name of Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africas 


Election of Bishop Helge Fosseus, head of the Southeastern Region of the 
Evengelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, as chairman of the 
Federation's Commission on World Mission. EPS, Genevae 
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NQOLIMATE OF CONFIDENCE' BETWEEN 
EAST/WEST CHURCHES LAUDED 


(Vienna) - The new "climate of confidence" emong churches. of the East and 
West was stressed in speeches by Orthodox and Roman Catholic leaders here. 


Both Metropolitan Meliton of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, who was president 
of the three pan-Orthodox conferences held in Rhodes, and Bishop Jan 
Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, 
underlined the fact that expanding contacts give hope for greater 
rapprochnent at all levels. 


They spoke on successive evenings-to large audiences in the aula of the 
University of Vienna. The sessions were arranged in connection with a 
two-day meeting of 20 Roman Catholic and Orthodox theologians organized by 
‘the Pro Oriente Foundation, a private Roman Catholic organization set up 
to foster better relations between the churches of Hast and West. 


Metropolitan Meliton emphasized the close links between Orthodoxy and the 
World Council of Churches, noti ug that not only had Orthodox participation 
in the WCC aided in improving relations between the churches of Hast and 
West, but that it had been valuable in relations between the World Council 
and the Roman Catholic Church. This in turn had had beneficial 
repercussions for relations between Rome and Orthodoxy. 


He added that he hoped the Roman Catholic Church would become a full 
member of the World Council of Churches, thus making the WCC "a genuine 
all=<Christian couneil of -churches'. 


Bishop Willebrands speaking the following evening said the question of the 
Roman Catholic Church!s becoming a member of the WCO had indeed been 
discussed by theclogians in a personal ‘capacity, but not in any official 
Way e 


He also paid tribute to his church's new relations with Orthodoxy but 
cautioned that dialogue must proceed slowly in order to do full justice to 
the responsibilities of both churches. EPS, Geneva. 


BRITISH LEADERS APPEAL 
FOR MIGRANTS 


(London) —~ Three British church leaders have issued a public appeal "to all” 
people of good will" and especially to Christians to meet the problems of 
immigrants "“worthily". 


Published as a letter appearing in The Times, the appeal was signed by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey; the Moderator of the Church 
of Scotland, Dr. Archibald Watt; and the. Moderator of the Free Church 
Federal Council, the Rev. Peter McCall. 


The letter said that "there is a growing awareness in this country that the 
problems of immigration have come to stay. . We write in the conviction that 
the solution of these problems must be found not in allowing them to be a 
matter of party controversy, but in practical and imaginative action, in 
local government, in education, in industry, and in individual attitudes. 


"The practical problems include the learning of English by immigrants who 
cannot speak it, the location of immigrants in places where work and housing 
are less difficult to obtain, and the cultivation of neighbourly relations 
between races. Christian immigrants must be warmly welcomed into | 
Christian congregations." . : EPS, Genevae 
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INDONESIAN CHURCHES MARK 15TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONAL COUNCIL 


(Djakarta) —- More than 15,000 Christians representing nearly all the 
Protestant churches in this city marched in a "witnessing procession" 

from the National Council of Churches headquarters to Immanuel Church 

here - a distance of three kilometers ~ for a service climaxing a twe weeks 
observance of the fifteenth anniversary of the Indonesian Council of 
Churches. 


Led by NCC leaders, four ministers of state, and pastors of the churches, 
they carried banners and posters with the ccumenical emblem and cross bearing 
such inscriptions as: "Christus Victor", "Jesus Christ the Good Shepherd", 
and "One Body and One Spirit, One Hope, One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, 

One God and Father". En route they sang hymns. Hundred of persons lined 
the procession route. 


To eseommodate the large congregation an open-air service was held in the 
grounds of Immanuel Church. The service was led by the Rev. Sidabutar of 
the Karo Batak Church, the most northwestern church of Indonesia. The 
sermon was preached by the Rev. Rumainum of the Evangelical Church of 

West Irian which is located in the most castern part of the country» 


The observance was marked by pulpit exchanges, the use in all of the churches 
of the same liturgy - the liturgy of the Church of Bali, and a reception 
attended by high government officials. Special collections totalling 

$8,130 (£2,900) were taken for the NCC's work. ORES, Geneva. 


FRENCH RC PRIEST SAYS CHARGE OF 
"DEICIDE" AGAINST JEWS "STUPID AND RIDICULOUS" 


(Paris) - A French Dominican told a meeting here that it is "stupid.and 
ridiculous" to attribute the responsibility for the Crucifixion to the 
entire Jewish people living at that time. 


"The idea of collective responsibility is primitive and crude and must be 
rejected once and for all",said Father Avril. | He addressed an audience of 
400 persons attending a fund-raising dinner for Jewish schools. 


Chief Rabbi. Meir Jais of Paris noted that some sections of the New 
Testament, chiefly in the Gospels of John and Matthew, and in the Acts of 
the Apostles, provided material for anti-semitisn. He said he welcomed 
the fact that the Second Vatican Council appears to be ready to take 
action on the statement which would exonerate the Jews of the charge’ of 
"deicide"™. . * EPS, Genevae 
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The Voluntary Service Programme of the Episcopal Church .(USA) is sending 
an international group of 21 young volunteers to Tanzania, East Africa, 
this summer for two months to goin with Tanzanian. youth in three 
construction projects. Volunteers will build a pipe line and tuberculosis 
ward at St. Ann's Hospital in Liuli, a rectory <n Morogoro, and a youth 
centre in Msalata. 

% % % 


A papal encyclical dedicated to the poet Dante Alighieri is now being 

translated into Latin for publication this month. It will serve as the 

final act of "rehabilitation" of the thirteenth-century Florentine, one 

of. whose works was on the index of forbidden books and whose "Divine Comedy"! 

has been banned by church authorities in some Catholic countries. This 

year marks the 7"Oth anniversary of Dante's birth and every Italian public 

figure, including the Pope, has paid homage to the great -antipapal poete 

The Zambian government has started to’ send the detained followers of Alice 

Lenshina, the self-styled prophetess, back to their homes. A statement - 

issued in Lusaka said that so far UTS OP) Ge L7 1:9 sary one camp had agreed 

to return to Lundazi - one of the areas where hundreds of people died in 

Clashes between followers of Lenshina's Lumpa sect and “ambian security 

forces last year, More than 700 lives. were lost in clashes in the 

Eastern and Northern provinces of Zambia. Miss Lénshina is being held at 

@ prison at Mumwa, 70 miles from Lusaka, 8 
any aaa 

The complex problems involved in the sharing of Anglican church buildings 

with other denominations are to be studied by a special group appointed 

by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. The question of sharirg churches 

_ is a major one in Britain today. This: 1's particularly so. in the south, 

where the population is increasing through migration from the North, 

new towns are being built, old villages with perhaps only one church are 

‘expanding. ) 


x | %, 
The Wichern Medal, highest decoration of the Diaconal Council of the 


Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) has been presented to. Dr. Martin 
Nie: oeller, former’ president of the ivangelical Church of Hesse and Nassau 


and one of the six presidents of the World Council of Churches. ‘The medal 
is named for Johann-Heinrich Wichern, outstanding German churchman and 
social reformer of the 19th century. It was presented to Dr. Niemoeller 


in recognition of his work about Tunere Mission und Hilfswerk, EKID!s 
welfare agency, 


x * * 


A mobile canteen sent by Lutheran World Relief is en route to Calcutta for 
the distribution of milk to youngsters in a number of slum areas. 


é 
{ 
* 
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* * % 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, an associate genéral sccretary and director of the 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, . 
has been awarded an honorary degree by the Theological Faculty of the 
University of Basle on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the 
Basle Mission, Honorary degroes for their contribution to the missionary ad : 
ecumenical movements also were awarded to Pastor Jacques Rosse, director ae 
of the Basle Mission, and Pastor Hermann, Witschi, missions inspector of thé | 
Basle Mission, ip Ae de ek % 7 ve ae a, Mere Roe eos mie 
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The Rev. E.E. Mahabane has been installed as the first African president of 
the Christian Council of Witwatersrand, South Africa. Mr. Mahabane has 
served in the Methodist ministry for 40 years, most recently as superintend- 
ent of the Johannesburg African Circuit, a post in which he also was the 
first African. The circuit has a membership of approximately 20,000, ten 
ordained ministers, and is numerically the largest in Southern Bepioes 


* * * 


A statewide inter-religious conference on civil rights is planned in Raleigh, 
NeC. (USA) this fall by the Roman Catholic diocese of Raleigh, the North 
Carolina Association of Rabbis, the Department of Inter-racial Cooperation 
of the Baptist State Convention, and the state Council of Churches. 


oy * * 


Emergency funds from CROP contributors totalling $5,000 have been sent 
through Church World Service to the Congo Protestant Relief Agency in Len- 
poldville. CPRA is making arrangements to help 6,000 homeless refugee 
families in Kivu province. 


* * * 


The mission ship built by the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland, West 
Germany, having successfully completed its test run, will leave shortly for 
Nias, Indonesia, aboard an ocean freighter. Built at Oberhausen, the 70- 
foot craft will be presented to the Evangelical Church of Nias in Indonesia 
on its 100th anniversary in Séptember, 1965. 


AS) * a 


Christians in the state of Orissa, India, have been putting up church build- 
ings so fast that the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) of America, 
which agreed to provide roofs,”°have had to increase their appropriations for 
that purpose. The church has appropriated an additional $2,300 for new 
church roofs in West Utkal and the Kond Hills. It has been providing 
$2,170 a year for church roofs in the state. 


* * ¥* 


Three students graduated this month from the Evangelical Seminary of Theology 
in the Lisbon suburb of Carcavelos. The seminary, founded 17 years ago by 
the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Portugal, is one of the two non- 
Catholic seminaries in the country. The school trains ministers and 
directors of Christian education for churches in Portugal and hex African 
territories. 


% * * 


For every man planning to attend a convention banquet in Columbus, Ohio (USA), 
August 21, there will be an extra table setting - not for the man's wife, 

but for a stranger to be brought in from the "highways and byways" of Ohic's 
capital citys The unusual banquet, called "the Feast of the Lord", will be 
a featured event at the triennial convention of the American Lutheran Church 
Brotherhood scheduled August 19+22. The idea for the unusual event was 

taken from the biblical parable of Matthew 22 concerning the wedding feast. 


* * * 
The next meeting of the presidium of the European Conference of Churches will 


be held September 22-24 in gee at the invitation of the Rumanian 
Orthodox Church, EPS, Geneva 


No. 22 - 24th June, 1965 | Be is 


Appendix 


"The Dominican Crisis and its Impact on Hemispheric Relations" ; 


The signers of this statement represent organizations and movements 
connected with the Protestant community of Latin America. Actively . 
participating in these movements are churches of the most diverse traditions 
but with the common calling to establish a real presence and to spread the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in the lands of Latin America at different stages of 
its history. They are churches which originated in Burope or the United 

' States but which today have become wholly identified with the reality of 

our life, constituting ccontres which have identified themselves with the 
nature, feelings, problems, and aspirations of the Latin American man. 

As part of the Protestant Church which recognizes its continuity in time 

and space with the Church Universal, and as institutions solidly identified 
with the destiny of Latin America, we believe that we have an immediate duty 
to publish the following statement about the grave events taking place in 
the Dominican Republic which are disturbing all sectors of opinion in 

Latin America. . re 


a 


it is impossible for Christians to remain indifferent and to conspire by 
silence in the happenings that are daily causing destruction, death, and 
terror in a sister country. But it would be an act of serious irresponsi- 
bility on our part to declare our solidarity -with this basic human problem 
without analyzing the political, economic, and military elements that lie at 
the root of the situation. This is what has led us to analyze events and 
reflect upon them. 


eel 


The information that has been disseminated by- publications representing 

all shades of opinion leaves little doubt about the factors that have 
precipitated the present crisis in. the Dominican Republic. The point of 
departure was the overthrow of President Juan Bosch, whose constitutional 
government was the first enjoyed by the Republic after, the prolonged and 
depressing rule of the dictator Trugitlo. From that day in September 1963 
until the present series of developments, the country was once more under a 
Military régime imposed by a governing Junta that explained its uprising 
against Bosch and the basis of its programme as an organized struggle against 
communism. The Junta was accorded recognition by the United States 
government shortly after President. Johnson became. Chief of State. On April 
24 this year, a new military movement which apparently enjoyed massive 
popular support managed to overthrow the Junta and was on the point of 
recovering power in the name of the constitutional government, whose mandate 
was supposed to last until 1967, when the United States Marines intervened. ~ 
In the first instance it was alleged that the U.S. citizens and other 
foreigners in Santo Domingo had to be protecteds later, in. the.face of 
irrefutable evidence, it was acknowledged that the purpose of the intervene 
tion was to control the revolution because of. the supposed participation 

of communist elements. This intervention changed decisively the trend of 
events. The dispatches of all the intcrnaticonal news agencics reported that 
the American soldiers had replaced the weakened forces of the official 
Dominican army, setting themselves up as the final barrier against the 
victory of the rebel faction. The Dominican Congress gave the revolution 
its support, naming Col. Francisco Caamano the country's constitutional 
President until the expiration of the legal term. With the American e 
intervention, a momentary truce was imposed, with the rebel nucleus confined 
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to the central part of Santo Domingo. The opposing force made use of the 
let-up in the struggle to establish a Civilian-Military. Junta which claimed 
légak power. «. The Organization of American States (OAS), after lending its 
support to the American intervention, decided to mediate between the 
adversaries and to form a multilateral army, the decisive vote being cast 
by the Dominican representative acting on behalf of the Civilian-Military 
Juntae In view of the failure of these OAS efforts the United Nations! 
Security Council resolved to intervene directly. There were repeated 
violations of the truce on the part of Civilian-Military Junta, with evident 
support from the American occupation forces. The rebel government announced 
a decision to fight to the end and to set fire +0 the city of Santo Domingo 
if’ the intervening American au*hority persisted in its policy. A new truce 
of 24 hours was agreed upon; the reports showed more than 1,500 dead no 
electricity or water in the city, food scarce, the wounded lying on the 
ground or in twos in hospital beds, surgical operations without steriliz- 
ation of instruments, and a procession of 200 women in mourning offered 
to march between the lines to bring the shooting to an end. 

eh 
This factual description of the events in the Dominican Republic compels us 
to reflect more deeply on the meaning of American inbervenuLon Ln the 
internal political problems of Latin America, The present situation 
confirms, with slight variations, a historical constant in hemispheric 
relations. There has been a succession of United States military inter- 
yentions in Latin America, and especially in the countries of the Caribbean 
andCentral America, since 1824, the year of American intervention in Cuba 
and Puerto Rico, up to this Latest show of force 140 years later. Somotimes 
this has been in the name of the Monroe Doctrine (the defence of the 
continent against Buropean powers), at other times invoking the protection 
of the interests, properties or personal integrity of. American citizens 
(the so-called Dollar Diplomacy), at other times in the name of anti- 
communism, parrazericanism or the alleged defence of democractic valuese 
Mexico, Honduras, Nicaragua, Puerto Rico, Guba, Colombia, Chile, Panama, 
and the Dominican Republic on repeated occasions were the object of similar 
interventions in 1853, 1854, 1856, 1860;° 1870, Le71y isely..L901, 1905, 
O04 LOLS, 1915, 71926, O54, 1954, 1961, 1962, and now in 1965. These 
interventions are minutely recorded in histories written in both North and 


South America. These acts derived from doctrinal convictions expressed 
by the theorists of American military interventionism, such as Monroe, 
Theodore Roosevelt, Dulles, and now President Johnson. In all instances 


they reflect the claim of the USA to the right to alter, in accordance with 
its own interest, the course of events and the internal political life of 
the Latin American countries. Already in the year 1829, on the occasion 
of the Panedmerican Conference in Panama called by Simon Bolivar, this 
attitude on the part of the United States caused the hero of Hispano- 
American Independence to say bitterly: 'The United States seems to have 
been chosen by Providence to devastate Latin America with misery in the 


name of liberty',. The people of Latin America remember this sentence, and 
the ‘events across the years do not allow them to forget it. 
IV 


What were the causes of the American policy of intervention and how has 
that policy affected Latin America? On different occasions the 

government and politicians of the United States have expressed openly their 
determination to protect the goods and interests, the American way of life 
and the economic, enterprises of U.S. citizens in every situation that. might 
--threaten their integrity. The U.S. has exercised this determination often 
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unilaterally, and also often - it is right to Sieulccer We -~ with the consent 

of the Latin American governments involved. Sometimes it has been 

legalized through treaties, and other times by the force of a fait accompli. 
The recent invasion of the Dominican Republic constituted a unanimously 
recognized violation of the agreement of non-intervention and: self- 
determination sponsored by the same Organization of American States which 
imposed sanctions on the Dominican Republic itself in 1960 under Trujillo's 
dictatorship and which expelled Cuba in 1961. The American government 
itself explicitly recognized the illegality of what was done, Even though 
the majority of the Latin American governments have endorsed the action of 
the United States, its consequences for relations between the peoples of 
Latin America and the United States have been devastating. More and more, 
the possibilities for understanding, communication, and fruitful dialogue 
seem to be excluded. More and more, the rancour and resentment of the Latin 
American masses against their northern neighbour are being inflamed. More 
and more, the probability of a peaceful and real solution to the grave 
problems affecting Latin American social development scems to be receding. 
The upsurge of hostility, animosity, and disillusionment in the Latin American 
population is destroying the hope of arriving ata true and necessary 
understanding between the two peoples in the immediate future, 
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Confronted by this situation, Latin America cannot but trust in her own 
strength to strive for the attainment of her aspirations to modernity and 
progress. However, within every nation of the continent there are other 
lines of struggle, and in each case the moral and material backing of the . 
United States is given to the forces opposing progress and stubbornly 
persisting in keeping a status quo which is historically indefensible. On 
the other hand vast sectors of the population, who feel an urgent need for 
thorough structural reforms in their economic and social system, ‘see 
alternatives which point toward solutions of a socialist and nationalist 
character, in conflict with the way of life of the North American peuple, 
Recent events in the Dominican Republic and other Latin American countries. 
corroborate the inevitability of such a choice. What is to be expected, 
then, of the future? How can we hope to intervene for a re-establishment - 
or should we say a real establishment - of ‘brotherly relations between the 
peoples of the South and the North - in short, among all peoples? 


VI 


it is the conviction of the gignatories of this document that the specific 
contribution which Christians should make at this decisive moment is the 
costly exercise of the Ministry of reconciliation. From the human and 
political point of view, nothing appears less likely at this moment than an 
emphasis on reconciliation. But it is precisely.in the most tense occasions 
in history that God requires this particular mission of Christians. 

Who else can speak of reconciliation-at this hour, if not He who Pade noUben 
the world to Himself by the sacrifice of the Cross? From what other source 
can we find the bases for a real and permanent understanding among men, if 
not in the 'good news! that declares God's will to make Himself man in Jesus ; 
Christ in order to express better His love and concern for man? Bat all true 
reconciliation can be effected only on the basis of ‘repentance humility, 
responsibility, and forgiveness. And the concrete task whicn is required of 
Christians in either part of the Americas at this time is to speak the hard 
word of truth, pointing out our. own guilt and the guilt of our governments 
in the events in the Dominican Republic; and it is also to assume fully our 
social, political, yos, historical responsibility to contribute in a * 
decisive way to overcome the conditions that prevent oe humani gation ot” many . 
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in N rth American society as well as in Latin America. That is the 
concrete significance that the ministry of reconciliation assumes in the 
present hour. The task is hard and heavy ~- this we knows Only on such 

a rough road did God offer in Jesus Christ His difficult, dearly bought, and 


also glorious reconciliation. 
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GERMANY © 
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Hungarian. cunendada” eaauina names Ottlyk pec secretary ES | 
Hungarian churchmen to visit Russian Orthodox church ..« . 20 “e 
Bishop Veto questions wCcCc erence to hold talks with 
- Roman. Catholics $a Na eTig poet Rey Un MC tine fe yO eke es eee lacie oe hh A ita itm A aera tae 
INDIA ~ Nr eae rene: 
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‘Northeast India’ evangelist reports 1,000 baptism in 1964 .. 
Christian: institute for education seen required in India .. 
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Roman Catholic school students send gift for WCC work for 
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Priest sees Italy's Protestants uncertain of Catholic 
Sahel on ah ae eR Nee Ove ci, eye PD SMO St) on aa Se RM AO a 


JAMAICA ; 
opti. OB Ee eat © Methodists seek-closer ties . . + +s «ee. 


JAPAN 
Christians in Japan oppose observance of national date .. - 
New organization to aid Japanese-fathered war GHabareni.: «ice. 
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NETHERLANDS 


Dutch Roman catholics, Protestants open dialogue . +. «se. s. 
Moslem service in Dutch Roman CATHOUT GORI TCH sv elverieiwet) wliaire 
Dutch churches appeal for Christian literature Pashia s See AR AMe ames 
Dutch. church report seeks new laws on sale of contraceptives. 
Dutch Paige Ovex £117,000 for Christian literature WORE Sal: 4 
Dutch Catholic seminaries to accept women SMCs Ce Weeihe we. 


NEW GUINEA 
Church ke to SUEY ES) vise dee ~ em Cras VilteaP arteries es wre e he 


NEW ZEALAND 
More liberal directives for New Zealand Roman Catholics .. . 
New Zealand Anglicans, Presbyterians critical of USA weapons 
in Vietnam nee caries CUT eee Real ee ake Seite Veg ae eel FOr a. wee ke 
New Zealand churches propose EACC aid in arranging Vietnam 


Son rer ESE A LOE ROE ie Ma Sane Ce a MR ane aS Tg. il a a 
NIGERIA . 
Christian unity Dr. Ramsey's theme in Nigeria address .« e« « « 
“Methodist: conference in Nigeria votes to enter new union . . 
NORWAY 
Norwegian-parliament receives religious instruction petition. 
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PACIFIC OCEAN ARBA 


Pacific churches favour regional Oye ao, He Gee aS at ey ee Oo a ase 


PAKISTAN 


Churches pledge $36,540 to aid East Pakistan cyclone victims. 
Churches to build houses for homeless East Pakistan cyclone 


victims ce e ® ® ° ° e e ® « e e * e ® e e s e e ® » e ° ® Ld 


PAPUA 


Church team to: survey Papua ~ New Guinea : . . es Po gs eek er 


PHILIPPINES 


WCC appeals for aid to rebuild churches destroyed in 
Pha li ppines ura cane sid sah tech Wat meek ees oe are ak epavelien 
Philippine: churches open new, radia stations t2iecus. . ee ° 


POLAND . 


Polish. RC editor suggests church cooperation with state .. ° 


PUERTO RIvVO 


" Puerto Rican’ students denounce U.S. Dominican Republic 
intervention if e e ° s s e 2 e s ® e e e e e . e s e e s 9s e 


SOUTH. AFRICA . 


Colour. bar.in South Africa. church school ...... eee el aie 
Full report published of British churches! South African study 
South African SOM divided into Se para be Orsand 2a Ong eae meee 
South African reaction against British churches PEDOLG. wae eine 
South African newspaper critical of church position on 

OVEDE CAS SGC vires lie: ithe ser aian7 ane am rs gmnra st aaron Mn eh pethis. Usa re doie eee ite aie 
Separatists churches in South Africa offered aid by Christian 

POS GEGIGS: ieigs Bete ie hed ite settee yin helene a aaa REN eral a Bie todos aay 
South African Anglican bishop reports loss of some members for 

ONUTGH Ss PAGS ATEN acs! als iu Guam aetna un un th edt epee amily ° 
South Africa’ church wins fight for racially mixed bazaar . Sia 
No arms for South Africa French Protestant leaders: ure. 2a oar, 
South African churches ask continued OV EUS CAS Vad. cs\ Stein Une erie 
South African Institute supporters ordered egected by church . 
South African commentator deplores raid on Christian institute 


Athélic laymen and newspaper oppose Spanish ban on . 
PSSOGT AT LOS rei te gel veins heii. weer eN ene tas gi tr eetanvae eae Se VS aan tte 
Franco pledges to broaden neligious liber ty fin 1opeity ase dies 
Joint celebration held of Week of Prayer vin: Madras) Suen Dlg 
Spanish police close Adventist church OY MGALY NEG OO van lat wens 
Spanish Protestants concerned about confiscation of books .. 
Spanish government.grants legal status to Madrid Jewish 
COMA Wie.,| Sa ice gatas Pel potty Pay eirgs ina te ayer Sat ia Ee bal A ae 
Spanish Catholics are polled on religious freedom, birth 
COT Ore a va. wi ccm | ehtie we wal CaN: ey UG Yat Cure ee nee sees a NeL te ea 
Spain Ticenges 17. Protestant chapets . svl8 use heed lots 
Situation reported improving ‘for Protestants in Sa eat gw 
First Protestant bookstore ODGING Cail Se SSAC alt hell tay Cah wetting ae ae 
Spanish court jails priest for ‘illegal mroma@andada: Mone mets g 
Spanish Catholic action calls for religious liberty for all 
Qi tt are ya Zia he diet "alias Yoal vee sieht cet win aiea es Namnehane ate Wee eae 
Spanish preesteiape iPimed: <ivitas eee ei mee iN at iiss) Vad e wreeiny 


SWEDEN 


Pastoral shortages arouse concern in oweden, Denmark . . « « e 
Swedish churches appeal for tilehts of USSR. Sewetssectem wa merece ke 
Liberals in Sweden, Finland urge church-state separation . «. 
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SWITZERLAND 


Genevan Heumenical a cunt) Ah GPCR a ikecal h ahwiekae Cat Net tert hewt oo Me eb 


Public dialogue. between Cardinal Bea and Pastor Mare Boegner. 
Swiss rebuked for attitudes toward foreign workers . . se e 
Swiss. association, asks extension of, time limit for Nazi 
Ere SOs DOCG OI Oia (tal tims cw, Gale ace uml emt wh fea duit todo ecm iag yyw 
Swiss. churches move to promote ecumenical movement at parish 
OVS Pe ay inthee | 7 ie Wee a eee ea ee em al eT ml her | leet mips i hen fer! et OS 
Area MAE Sac Marked steer vi Ces sot ble! eee laude os wo tel ’ 
Geneva church commission recommends full pastoral rights for 
MOT iva vette te el patra alone MON Wiel I) Pasecimla aia HAs yl keAodel ioc eke co TL ceete leh. ye om 
Geneva churches express concern for Ecumenical Patriarchate . 
DrecAiphons Koechlin dieduwini Baslevab ase of “BO rs le ey ele 
Swiss. commission warns mixed marriage problem will continue . 
No conditions set by Vatican for ecumenical dialogue .... 


TANZANTA’ 


fTanzahia Bishop rejoices over Christian cooperation « . +. . .. 
Tanzania's president places Lutheran centre cornerstone . . e 


More Congo refugees: arriving at. Tangania settlément . ss se 


TURKEY. 
Threats, against Eoumenical Patriarchate concern churche ets 


Ue halts 
Coptic Orthodox: condemn. Vatican statement on! Jews so sO as 
Ras ee ett ke Ot ODS PON CA GIG Cia 1) wiht walahh picie Muar dimanenlitgn cae gic wg 


UNITED KINGDOM 
Incteasing restiveness about infant baptism in Church of 
England ° Prceer Wald are car anes SPO ha OKO £ WL a SORT eR RR ALG Meow 
Call to: abolish Moshery! OT UON ees whee Meee Gre RE BONS Og 8g 
Bishop declares: CHUPOR UNITY BS BPeent Mat CE een gece” blu 
Church of England’ studiés financial needs . 6 «'s « ¢ « © « « 
HCOtluLen “Overseers (Couronne s CONSULEAUTLON selec cel dle ele ee 
Poll shows Anglican concern over infant baptism practice . . 
Coventry churchés act to improve hcusing conditions . ..« e« e 
Full report published of British churches! South Africa study 
Orthodox representatives visit Anglican, Old Catholic leaders 
Standing coiindil on race asked by British: eroup “sss. eee 
Mild reacticn’to British group plan to aid birth control 


projects Pe Ree al eH MON Me mL! ah eee tem alg CUE MAY IRS! Aaa I CVS SN A SUE Tie MM 


Four groups break with Oxfam on family planning measure . - ». 


Priest loses rights Tor views ou birth control ss 6 sf », 6 
Experimental Anglican services allowed by British parliament. 
Orthodox) tnebicaid to rdsunme’ theologidal, talka:) 6+ sss js 
OMe Uemiog) © DOS ELON “On |SOnUPACED AGN Wisc lets, ie es elec eels) e 
Pope!s status as "presiding bishop! theme of archbishop's 

EPEAT TN ec ial ae Meio mere. ats acelin mate, cwtete kas Wiha! gia, voy fe 
Nictlesiestical summit" conference proposed eo: 4s ke aoe ae 
English Methodists and Anglican leaders issue J01ne call Lor 

PP COPEL TE Cit CM tae ket wl es Goren al Mie | ea ett dt Vm Sa Se! oem ay 
British Council will invite Roman Catholic observers sa Jue a 
Negotiations asked in Vietnam war . . e « « ty etn Kari aly (ove 
British Baptists to make Christian Unity study Se Pea ew Ore PR PR aS 
Eeurrenical commissions in ‘British RC diocess “sis. « 2 0 es 
Church of England committee recommends further study of 

Methodist union plan =... « A atic ee es ee ee ee 
‘Some divisions between people, not churches,, WCC leader 


ys ke eal eas a ee ee * 4 oo. a ei Pa a ie fe ia BY AAP CONS PA NIE OT Ge ays 
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UNITED KINGDOM (cont. ) 

inglish Presbyterians week wider. unity moves: aia. ws) spat cl seis db 
Church ,.of. Scotland) pane loon 4 pee. glasonxry 2is.4ne ed) bo Span enue ee LY 
Archbishop of Canterbury would change laws dealing with 

IDOMO 8 RUS. ls Sy ay eT les ica Te ee abe tee thee eats aie ere et gee A er ne LY eae 
Anglican convocations vote to hold union negotiations with 

MEF DOO Le Te ie tree's yey ar iol cuatelng “Gils a ak ie a nae te Rare areal mie talaga 
Visit of Church of Scotland moderator causes trouble at Free 

Church AS sem Ty eta hie tele: date Ruthenian vir” pe OMOMNCa Tan ves Metidl cl yaar eunal fs Remanis 
British congregationalists approve plan of new draft 

COTE CLUES LOM lel laut atleta san ek teuim ade pune e Ck moe RW te Reet: lta dealt IRenn Mme 
Church of Scotland assembly approves, women elders . ...-s « 18 
Irish’Baptists seek contacts with other conservative groups . 19 
Church of Scotland approves talks with other churches .... 19 
Roman Catholics will use adaptation of Protestant New 

PGS VAMC, VAC ibinesg a at Cpe eh tarleee chased gh enue Cea Vg eta teu AO ee ag a Pe « 19 
Baptism con lroversy in Church of BOTA Git a ean aii eta nals Sy Ura ge a 
British survey upholds school ROLL OLOUS Cia wae Ee Ae aL 
Wel&8h give new window for bombed USA church . ..-« « Seay bare te 
Revoke "mutual excommunications" Orthodox leader asks... Baa 
Irish Presbyterians set study of GLOCPIMi Nass Ofiia Het aiee ie ee came 
British leaders appeal for Wt Brand eye sas Si ey saree) gene At awnee eee 


U.S.A. 
Pentecostalist observer reports on Vatican Council .. Bete Ee 
Legal ruling given in Serbian. Orthodox church GAS DRGSY sb Bn Meee 
Missions challenged to refuse support from segregated 

CTE CAG S. yife' agi as Bice pata ig nguote iy sual Cyanine aime olan ag seat ee . 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese plans U.S. mission GENCE ny shims aig 
Christian’ faith’ termed "catalyst of authentic revolution" .. 
Gain in’church membership in U.S. exceeds population rate 

TES CO catnaiin Wales th ae ela cas ide enn tate Une ne 5 A latte gM wat lal Oia 
Church gréups challénge seating of EM Pow WM ec io nats. Ao Uc ah acre yeas 
President asks for end of national quotas in U.S. immigration 

POLE CU a os wk a te ee ee Bis i taal ta elt ah rnig cd atte cana ae/r Meet on eae 
successes, failures Qn ..evangelicals cited by Dr. Henry- vo s7< 
Ordination of Catholic women held inevitable church question. 
Church union delayed is church union denied .. +... se 
Ecumenidal challenge to conservative OVS Od 8 ey ath wth see 
President names. church leaders to commission on poverty... 
U.S. Methodists urgé government ‘initiative in Congo non- 

inten lerence Pact wea ws 7 etre meee cee Ae Crete ae. pee 
Southern Présbyterians switch meeting from segregated church, 
Bishop Moore outlines principles of Delta fs Oe n= iol ia SU MER R II O ARPR YG 
Bishop! dé) stand on evil’ dveowedtence a) ee ae : 
U.S. Lutherans approve "official" conversation with Roman 

CREDO L TOSI S i eine h/ylnar oon g iat ty ay pete ays SACS Mich uat Baca ay ata yale he 
Committees ask approval ‘to draft Presbyterian U.S-Reformed 

WIE OD asm OR Fadi aie grag hace agin Rat ae sah aaa et co ea oe ee 
Churches seek solution in Vietnam OES EAPC EX TG ty les Las ea tt 
Episcopal ‘council rescinds stand which restricted rights 

ACUCLV IE DES Silene ba aaarunbiie, en Umer oR en ait. edi pees Man Raver th ad ee 
Birth control ban unconstitutional, Catholic agency tells 

DA SR COURES ey ein cpm cee tween pm emli Bs sm ine ts msc alee Ne pect elt be ohn gti hart cee 
Presbyterians to study GGetnanal oben at p neta aeiie Mommie le 
Birth control data held public health ‘concern! MOT Oe tere ae ee 
USA Episcopalians support non-public school aid.....«... 
USA churches urge all-out efforts for Vietnam cease-fire... 


Southern Baptist editors take stand on’ race qias tion Qs ch hs 


bp 


bY 


Beer Se ON ONS” ATT Sn a RS F WON PO PO po 


t a. ~ 
4 7 ou, ’ , - i‘ 

4 - ‘ cy . >, te < af oer awe | « 
f ‘ ae i SYN ‘ ‘ 

ie he, ; tai A " foe ( ‘ can 


i at 1965 


Uecets ene ) 


Cardinal Cushing underlines individuel rights in birth 
UPAR LY UL Sila ae Ace a Rn AG ey al a ig) \ hae Ng Sige, il gate, Can ni ahs ver ow Oe owl 


Member church withdraws from WCC membership in USA . » « « e 


Russian Embassy picketed to protest anti-semitism .« « «++ « «» 
AME Bishops Council names group on church union « « « e.« « « 
Student programme will promote rebuilding of burned churches. 


Rome reported .ta aus "excesses" in joint services .. 


500 USA churchmen in Selma rights march «2 2 « 2 se 2 2 2 6 « 
U.S. suprene court ruling on- conscientious objectors «¢ .s« « « 


U.S. Catholic hierarchy sets up inter-church relations 


FOL GES Marthe, anwe eee ravine ae he Rl Penni ws Gay Capek) mine Se ioe se! el) es ie Tile 
U.S. churches back. voting rights campaign e« «20:0 e's © « « 
UsaSe Lutheran-Roman Catholic theological talks to start in 

PLE ar ene 4 aN RP acne ant ac CM MEL w TSOR ER clea, Wa autem Maciel ce. ew igi Ce 
Leading U.S. Protestant journal questions Vietnam policy ... 
U.S. Brethren Church executive urges three-step programme to 

POSOLVEAV LS Vie CL ESS, Pe ire ler een 6 feel ee a le le owe lie 


USA churchmen .call an congress for stronger voting bill .. .» 
Catholic movement in USA deplores changes in liturgy . « « -« 
Overseas churches appeal to Selma Christians. »« « « +. « « « » 
«Expanded USA overseas economic aid urged by church official .«. 
Alabama bishop's pastoral tether urges communications between 


NESEOSS  WALTES ! aia el Mel ial er ete en wml By Se cee a Pal wl ie! elie as oe 
Churches rush relief supplies to Greek earthquake survivors . 
Disciples, -Pentecostal. cooperation is cited . 6 « » « « @ « 


Catholic "traditionalist movement" criticized as “grandiose, 
inept" ® 2 e e ° e co ¢ ° ° e ° ® e. e f e ° e e e e e e e » e 


oix USA ,churches agree to.draw up union .proposals se « « »« « e 


Delta Ministry fights employment discrimination .« « « »« » « » 
USA churches move to strengthen nation's Negro colleges « « « 
Presbyterians, Neformed Churches in USA seek mission » 


PICO EA VEL AIOE Ore aa phe a eG oe Nim gl. x higy WS eAY te UBC Ge ay AAR aR’ ip aeaat uma 
Cardinal orders priest to cut tie with "traditionalist": 


movement SEN aT, SER Oh SoM MEL ae ere mad eR chen cant ee Mi tR ecm em dm Gent hwaete me alee 
High gourt reverses .canviction of clerical freedom raiders. . 


Validity of Protestant baptism defended by Roman Catholic 
priest Ce ne Pe ue nar ee ee Sic SE haan eae ae ie Oa a ae he Pare UN TG Re Ra 

Theologian'says nuclear age creates new type of conscientious 
LOD OMT het cal au wre aie ya me ale ihe Ome N Sle cee seh Gwar Mat ea Mme Grant Tore 4 


Presbyterians urged to press congress for more lineral 


immigration laws . ° e 2 ° « * e ° ° e ¢@ e ° ° ere e e ° ° 


General Secretary nominated for new Lutheran association ... 


U.S. Lutherans pledge $400,000 toward WCC Africa aid projects 


Special Report: . Thr-ats’ against Ecumenical .Patriarchate . 
<cQoncernn churches e o ee 's e ° e ¢ Py . > °¢ e « e ry . * 6 


Admit China to United Nations WCC meeting speakers urge . « » 


USA churchwomen call for strengthened voting rights bill... 
Southern -Presbytérians defend sit-ins, civil disobedience . .; 
U.S.«-World Council conference concerned about Ecumenical 


Patriarchate &' @ . ° ° > . i 0 e ° ° e e ° etenne ° . e e 
Negotiations asked in Vietnam war . 2s 0 « »s © « oe «© 6 6 @ 


Angola mission staff drops as visas, re-entry permits denied. . 


USA Methodist agency oritical of government's reaction to 
Vietnam DUCE Dik Renee hires, Shie om' iC ie Come ag Leimert al) Hay joo 
Methodist magazine critical of world confessionalism a PU 


‘State ‘council gets government funds to aid migrant workerse « 
ued co ieeh synod votes support of National Council pred? mua ss 
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Uses alv conus) | te 
U.S. Presbyterians (Southern) ordain first woman minister « » 17 
'Secular' Jewish lobbying on Vatican II criticised ... .« e.«.. 17 
USA educators oppose government policy on Vietnam «. . «.« « e lf 
USA student. leaders condemn action in Dominican Republic... ..17 
American Baptist leaders uphold membership in NCC and woc... 18 
Episcopal council rejects protest on participation in” 

» demonstrations « .« « racer PERCU wie ebee «kN Lk pang hi ey TP a cr ty ae Same 
Better Christian/Jewish Wolee tone reported in USA suburb study 18 
USA Presbyterians take steps to adopt new "confession of 

PERL reel eal es ig ere wh Os oh adt Des chur wuntiwbuse! tral, teas ia cas digs shee hs Miligr henettity Und trgeimr o 

. Disciples, United Church mission agencies move towards union . 19 

: Catholic-—Unitarian dialogue urged by. Cardinal Cushing « .. 19 
Consérvative leaders seek (COOPer ATOM isi iy ayie yew el) a! fa) (ey a ve, nes kD 
CWS seeks fabric parcels for women of Vietnam . « e «© e «0 «6 19 
USA Methodists help budiid -churches abroad ose eke el ee ed 19 
American Baptists urge attendance at Second Vatican Council. . 19 
Roman Catholics will use adaptation of Protestant New 

2) VS SURG ie CE a) Tamim th meat Re veh te Siena th wi ka tt wr Risen ai emule Sitesi ei att eater sate aeai ae ed 
American church agencies aid Serbian flood victims « « « . « « 19 
USAschumeh leaders eet On Ussue ses al line) athe 9) ve lay et ore te ea pee 
Conservative rabbis back Jewish-Christian dialogue... »« . » « « 20 
Faculties of 4 seminaries form unprecedented association .. . 20 
USA Protestants most opposed to immigration change, survey 
TUL ES Wein a Seb eicie skated weve ahi gos. Mom eee ERI atm ete aki ha ine Seah ere daa ie toate) 

Offer fellowship, support to other churches, Christian . 

SPOLEMtMSES) UPS 4 tery eee oo oe alttpek valde titi idtn wh Reknlwuaiwt thes agteae 
"Pro-existence", not "co-existence" urged ae World Council 
AEG se Fete Medal ete ive sm) ie Chile ata haan ai Wp aly Ce Paene nee Lice ieee mn iene arama th Waits tgs 
southern Baptists in USA oppose Vatican Council representation 20 
P ctland churches urge U.S. South-East Asia POLLCY VEViEw see 420 
Delta Ministry ‘asks'vaid (for homeless (farm Tabourers)*. %. ee s+ 20 
USA bautherans., iCathobiceplan! Pave ts pa bis aa. i cisvitea) sake teenies steed 

+, RC priest says ‘Catholics need new "image! of Calvin *\, 6%. 224021 
USA journal, protests, government: policy in Vietnam’ «sores wo 2l 
USA church commends Vietnam poLpoyeie sacs alae, energie whe ae Pe 
Reformed ‘church approves union recommendations with Southern 
df ER Ss Aaa DT SP agi aets ale Va wl cerca wee sues gd Th ga cant cra aL as him: aes grew eg te a 
NCC. to aid United Church project seeking radio-TV "fairness". 21 

' Ecumenical movement criticised by conservative Baptists . . e 21 
Welsh give new window for;bombed USA church > <1. /¢ «ee fs 6 'e 21 
southern Baptists endorse plans for North American agency .. 21 
United Presbyterian laymen volunteer for Africa service. « » » 21 

. New inter-confessional monastic group devoted to Christian 

aware Gor hae Barri RCO Or PER Ge Bir Var aij UE at ner ook Ame RMR ic PM Une Seen hae fear ey UR | 
Japanese .Christians. oppose USA policy in-Vietnamiwsin io. 2-5 6) OL ae 
Latin American church leaders denounce U.S. Dominican 
, REPUDLTG wPOLEOY Me See Werte (alte REN ads male wt oe ee Mahila Cae tln Mitey Miaiiony Magee ae 
“NInstitutionitis" problem for Methodist missions: work . »« .« » 22 
Stay in church, express views, Mississippi petitioners urged . 22 
"Barriers" Rebanre tine Missouri synod from other churches 
* erumb Ling «Breed dart ae Viegas Metis cilia Ack a ppiNen Dol ci Reels aie Se ier au kanes 


USSR 
Moscow Patriarchate supports Bee ee with Roman Catholics . . 
Russian Patriarch condemns USA action in Vietnam . . ..'°< ee 
Swedish churches :appeal -for rights of USSR ews’ is a a tee te 
“Production: of maétzoh’ approved; in: Moscow g.velp Sieh. a Bab eee | 
Russian embassy picketed to protest anti- -senitism PE oe ik ein ee 
‘Soviet BUS hc eS. Se eks common SSP DLO Tati of church-state laws 


 OONAHA 
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USSR (cont.) 


Russian patriarch urges extension of war crimes statute « « « 
Younger men prominent in new Moscow patriarchate’ appointments 
Russian Orthodox seminary POS RON Wie lee mere a aye) oe) ee a 
Report on life of Russian churches « » + MTR ai el he Meld ania tea ey 
“Hungarian churchmen to visit’ Russian Orthodox church . « « « 
Zionist leader warns against "distorted" claims of USSR 

Ph cae eeemin a ORIN Lal EST eee RNR eh alee hel Be ee ee 
Death of Metropolitan Boris of Russian Orthodox church 
PEPSDORUEU. by ane ay wep eh Be Ba Tn NG ar ae eae GLa sala 
Vatican representatives in Russia for talks «+ «+ «+ + e+ «s 


VIETNAM - 


Churches seek solution in Vietnam crisis. »6 « +» «.*+ + © + # « 
Russian Patriarch condemns.USA action in Vietnam .« « 6 « « « 
Peace Gonference asks support of U Thant's Vietnam proposals. 
USA churches urge all-out efforts for Vietnam cease-fire .« » 
“Asian churchmen critical of USA Vietnam policies «+ + ++ > 
Leading U.S..Protestant journal questions Vietnam policy .« e 
U.S.. Brethren Church executive urges three-step programme to 
resolve Vietnam crisis, eae) eee era ee ee ee ees 
Australian leader critical of church leaders! appeal « « « « 
‘New Zealand Anglicans, Presbyterians critical of USA weapons 
CEO ih ea ha ae EP Nea CG Pa Ana A bill och PRG SC lA NG a 
Australian prime minister, churches in dispute on Vietnam .« « 
"Negotiations asked in Vietnam war 6) ses 9.2 8 a ee ee 
_Austtalian’ churchmen's reactions to plans to send troops to 
POG ba UU ae ate La aka eee Bele wore ere am mela Sepa, wile raw te 
USA Methodist agency critical of government's reaction to 


Viethan éritics e e ° A e 2 ° ® s e e ® ° ° 6 s e e Bi) ° e 3! 


New Zealand churches propose EACC aid in arranging Vietnan 
PALA eM tae Net Ria wo ee ene athe Gm Tal 
EACC investigating possibilities of aid in North and South 
ee say WR Ot TON BS Ae (Oc oe MP Ma BR SS SV al NR a 
USA educators oppose government policy on Vietnam. .« + « «+ ¢ 
Interfaith committee protest against’ proposed South Vietnam 
WANG rie eg eee al ates ey tie atwie Liste ates ine.) htt eamieyN © nh Ree Pebramae NOE pee Tet ty 85ST Ee 
CWS seeks fabric. parcels for women of Vietnam .« + « «© «+ # + 
“Asian churches to aid refugees in Vietnam »« «+ «+ «© « «© «© @ » 
‘USA journal protests government policy in Vietnam e« .« « « » 
USA church commends Vietnam policy « «© « «© « e,\# «© © «© # # 
Japanese. Christians oppose. USA. policy ca ROW Ee Wo ha: hee ae kee 
North Vietnam church congress condemns U.S. Nageression" in 
SE ay gh a ya ey anya te eee NE me Re Ma Gian eke Men Me See ON TR 


YUGOSLAVIA 


“Skopje produces film on WCC reconstruction work » s «+ + + + 


American church agencies aid Serbian flood victims .« «6 + + «) 
ZAMBIA | at 


Overseas churches appeal to Selma Christians «+... : “ee ues 
Lumpa “prophetess". seeks. to join United Chiron. letew es dele. ee 


ECUMENICAL AND INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN BODIES 


Revolution in Africa the harvest of Christian missions «+ + 
Christian leaders urge’ contact’ with orgahization' for African 
unity : * inf * ° e , ; « e ° ° * * . . mt > e 3 ° e e ° . * . e es 


“Trte’ reconciliation theme of Universal Day of Prayer for 


students Peta See eee wen ke bie ORs Sm ey wh Swe ele ee al ww eye pelea 
“BACC’ Committee’ mects at Manila’ + ee 6 ee et ee 
European’ Churches, plan future work Opt ipiiyeih ta Sy Oat ence te Uy ss et 1 
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ECUMENICAL AND INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN BODIES (cont. ) 
Fellowship of least coin allocates $50,000 to projects around: 

Gey WOE is ica Ollie wy see a TON Ue Vaio ioe Cea) alin Gee at agian: Caruana fe eet ais 14 
WSCF plans new publicationifor Alninsn students “awed ake ney as on 
Greek Evangelical Church affiliates with European Ecumenical 

Coriter choeu Jara up Nae W tatiana lean bre We inalas dake tial Ci Uneies ain Oy rea ai 
Exchange students stress obligation to share their experiences 14 
Christian broadcasters plan expanded programme ¢ «6.5.1 » + e,« 16 
New Zealand churches propose BACC aid in arranging Vietnam _ 

DeLay. oa tay te els hwy ei glatidil rect smog T naky nee Meath ORR OK CaO ala tral Upabeni rue a han abipeaet aah sf 
EBACC investi, ating possibilities of aid in North and oath 

Velie tn itt Sgr Sea Uber Pea Hy OSM SR RAN Ven ae eet a Rei 
Sending countries' needs stressed by European migrant worker - 

SPOOL ALT wets ej hy Se Re hs MI rer eee ae te tn gg pt RS a at a ee 
WCCESSA names) new Zeneral' secretary: + goed Uke eke BReeS 19 
Dr. Marsh named to head churches aid programme in Africa... 19 
World- YWOA calls for renewed efforts to: support United Nations 19 
World: youth: bodies to send observers to Youth festival .... 20 
Asian churches, tovaid rerureés* ins Vietnam sl) ates ee) le eee 
Canadian ‘YWCA resolutions’ on’ national) family dssues" fe > pee e1 
Peace conference, youth meet in Germany <4. Vey in seem. Gees Oo 


WORLD CONFESSIONAL BODIES 
Lutheran research centre inaugurated at Strasbourg she Rani are elute. Le 
Advances reported in European Lutheran/Reformed tale pe raat aed 
World Service cooperation with Catholics may increase <s « -e%a 15 
LWF Africa radio plans to add training) Meparimanss ish s plated wo 
Lutheran minority churches ready for Oda Lome aig gual ite ef iene 16 
Mass media centres planned in Far East by LWP unit 1... se iuhs ob Pek f, 
Dr. Schmidt-Clausen resigns as LWP general secretary .« « «.« « 21 
Tanzania's president places Lutheran centre cornerstone ... 21 
Vatican Council observers announced at LWF meeting ah Bed Sew eed: ok 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches names observers for 
yetican Couns dy. Ath eG 68a Orie ecu le el cdi i tien ol Wi wey iC amma nuClCS 
LWP leader explains confessional groups! role in dialcgue with 
Roman CaCho Ltn aca Wa eae ed ealit ena in ace ein Oar eat een oe 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES . mk 
WCQ" Central? Committee meeting in Wigeriat.” .7t. A Ge ee see oe 
Revolution in Africa the harvest of Christian missions ... . 
World. Council needs African churches, says Christian leader. . 
Christian leaders urge pon vEOle with organization for African 
ep OUR Cine mer ae ul ae oe me Ree GS ea ae Sera hE GA Nhat dette aks 
ECLOF, the churches! "world band", -may ‘extend “in Africa’. ‘e's 
Mi liione seeking wind tar. SOS ek vee hn any ol de ea a ie eh Ae mea ee apanil 
Renewal and solidarity emphasized by Visser 't Hooft in report 
to Central COMMDET SE ee" ely tad ieiiieiha! eal) se?) we hg ° . . 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft asked to remain in WCC post enha en 1966 . 
WCC leaders’ urge wider contacts with conservative churches .. 
Ghanian church leader calls for imaginative aid to churches . 
WCC. leader urges darticipation of China and France in dis- . 
BDMEMON Bi Gad kept, ee a ee ete eke ce egne ner 7e,? ene nn einiaae Haan 
All church structures temporary evangelism report. concludes . 
WCC member churches asked for $10,000,000 for African 
energencies.. ee PMR eT, ea, SOR oe ey tae oe ee a en Ie Rn Ree ee PRR tue 
Nigeria governor and churchman issues plea for human rights . 2 
WCC leader sees church union movement as "critical peraece Sm NOe eat OF 
Two WCC observers at the Vatican Council give frank appraisal 
for Roman Catholic MAS Zine sd wise: lab psn pelts ol euatean leaned a eahee ( 
WCC observer reports on Second: Vatican Council wo ueei ede peace 
Nigerian churchman seeks new understanding of "faith and, RE: 
LS Who ee ee Me aE Rae meen LORE TMT ROR, Ure R im N NNT TER abe TUE de Smt Tah WS Lo ON ss 
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_ WCC: WNon-WCC constituent members meet .« « «+ se ee 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (cont.) 


WCC approves joint committee with Roman Catholics .« « « »« « « 
Orthodox theologian calls for solidarity with Catholics... 
Renewal to be theme for next WCC assembly » 6 »« © « se © ws «© « 
World Council expert stresses need for freedom of religious 
CEASE L OC Mey Sore etRM Mee: Sire ae elie dere ehce Ca eee Ae we) 
Service in sports stadium for local Christians and WCC 
FEPVSIONUBCAVSS Masha ekien aise Rw RY suelo 6 wa ee kee 
Committee named to nominate Visser 't Hooft successor +» « « « 
Large urban areas provide "most compelling demand" LOM ORIN GT! 
ASCLOR: PAUMILSALON Ve wiah el vel alte iatie wie wa Kecetiie ceive he, @, ele om Ke 
wcC Central Committee approves membership for five new 
OEE VO Shi ane, Walia TMU meth Wig AL eH alee Veta Hp I a)\ Kei Use te Siw). aie New ee 
Central Committee commends regional Councils of Churches .« -» 
Vatican observers pleased with WCC action on joint study 
Pada rlol oy etele ts Waa baz iarie tel uae kG i he aN Gay aan aol hie ee a A Re CR A eS 
Do the churches "divide the generations"? « « « «© « » « » » « 
Ibiam calls on young. Africans to enter missionary service « « 
WCC Central Committee will next meet February 1966 2... « 
WOGMOOTEeUnS (VEG Ale LO IUS ULCOY | lel Verbs wide ee ie Vay ee he ele 
Highlights of Central Committee statement on current and 
international issues of peace, justice and freedom . «6 » « 
Cardinal Bea, Dr. Boegner visit WCC in Geneva « « « « 6 «© « «8 
WCC appeals for aid to rebuild churches destroyed in . 
Philippines hurricanes Bre Wath RRMA AT CH ue Hine tet MMi aie ete se.) ab! 
Newusaor- officer) begins Work ie is ake Mae ete (ewe ele 88 
Churches SeekieolUtlon in “Vie tHal CRESS elie oe nelle: shel ele ce 
Full access to church information urged by communications © 
specialist. Ee THR eS eho a lshe tie Me ieee gang gtite uate Ne tate Ta. te 
COlA -propogalet ror Vietnam negotiation ois Yee ieee i ban 
Mollie Rule dies in Athens ... SHUR oe eG AR ge Poe nie tae 
Canadian accepts WCC post in New tome Office Ret pili gr ae ye se 
WCC, Roman Catholics plan two informal meetings »« « « « « « « 
medaitincntar courses for senior African pastors make good — 
Peeve hc alp Vea Die a ee ee ar erie Tne ei ie a oie a 
"Active ‘pro-existence" urged by WCC general secretary . . » . 
WeG ‘aeked $2;700C, 000 %for Chile quake aid Wile eee ee ee 
JOLNG Study  COmmigs10n Names New EXSCUbTVE Wilde ecw) se eal be 
WCC présidents ‘issue’ 1965 Pentecost message es a le wie a a 8 
Churches’ rush relief supplies to Greek earthquake survivors . 
WCC provides staff member for FAO rubber campaign »« »« » « « » 
Churches responds to Chive ouake appa dh al alone Sle fe) a ate 
Joint wec/Re- meeting discusses mission work of the churches . 
Christian Youth groups help each other . « 6 «6 es ee we 
Advances reported in European Lutheran/Reformed talks ... - 
Special report: Threats against Ecumenical Patriarchate 
PROT, OU MGT OS Hatta’ Seely) La er Loui ah) ae eM te fe eka whe fe 
Members named to joint WCC-RC working committee .... 
Admit China to United Nations WCC meeting speakers urge »« « - 
Dr. Nottingham named to WCC Youth Department post « e« « « « « 
U.S. World Council Conference concerned about Eounenical 
er OL GN alice (eho i alae le acts eo Ne RRL hO a why leline (uals le ca, estes 
CCIA official reportson Dominican Republic . 2. « «e+ «ees 
Roman Catholic school students send gift for WCC work for 
er eae ein Late ie eit ha all hath ew haiwis Ve eye ihaee eee ce km ee 
Some divisions between people, not churches, WCC leader 
states Sie Senne et val te New) lye .\) 6 a>) an niKe SOL Oh eee are: ws, Ute 
DICARWS approves projects for Le eveahinans emergencies 
Christian education official named to WCC post ... . 


« 2 * . 
> 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (cont. ) 

Pirgt meeting of. joint WCC-RC working group » «-« 6 « « « +). 18 
WCC snaties mew stabf member 2) ol) at ealiie teal Te oyna! Mahe aes iatleihtgl Mare UG 
Churches pledge $36,540 to aid East Pakistan cyclone victims. 18 
Dr. Marsh named to head churches aid programme in Africa .. 19 
Skopje produces, film,on WCC reconstruction work’. >. «se .%.%. 19 
Churches to build houses for homeless East Pakistan cyclone 

MVC CLIN Sill el gh Pay itted AIRE Me dle | eRe 4 Si Cele LA RITeL, eee Bromine pe llai @eaMinreettonmne ee C) 
"Pro- ~existence", not "co-existence" urged by World Council 

LOSER OR ciigiae) demise ce Ke POG el Marvin Leilgel wet Meliel pil Malte Vee ane eile te ae) 
Need for professional training stressed for those who aid 
LONMLEUAI DL So thee tre pene Ps . Bh pe vee: pentane Hom bay hatn wre Rat) 
WCC names two new Then Guu nae Ada staff € Miah ae ae a telaA wep eUt Tan et her ec 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE | . 
Baster message of ‘Heumenical Patriarchate 3. s ‘de «6% « 3 LA 
‘Special Report: Threats against Ecumenical Patriarchate 
(CONGEST CHURCHES) ei Cas le” he: iia Ma) ae, eigates ReMa Twit Mt metal an tal cee atas Sainrat gee NZ 
U.S* World Council conference concerned about Ecumenical 
PAUP av Cnahe 7s: ei Ve ce gitar aHina wartan sel wyiare ur Ohta mine: free eas oe, 
‘Geneva, churches express concern for Ecumenical Patriarchate . 16 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (See also Vatican Council rine 

Cardinai-Bea comments on the decree on ecumenism §. 4: . + «+ 2 
Vatican observers pleased with WCC action on joint study 

| with Roman Catholics sy gm he mee ch Als ehh eich vai marie wee nls: aa) 
Cardinal Bea, Dr. Boegner visit WCC in Cone Wesiwiiiat Secbeh ent selec 
Roman Catholic comment on WCC MOGULS le ilupini t,o) ls Mehae cele halle Wed 
Vatican paper defends police action closing The Députwieve sib 
Melkite Patriarch explains acceptances (of "cardinabehd pipe Pee 7 
WCC, Roman Catholics plan two informal meetings ...... + 10 
Pope's statement jon mixed marriages idetaydd Ahwiin cin 210 
Good Friday prayer for Jews amended by the Vatican. ..... ll 
Cardinal Bea discusses relations with Orthodox churches ... ll 
Pope says birth control decision required UR Sem BEV slate a 7 
USA | churchmen call on congress for stronger voting bill... ll 
Joint woc/RC meeting discusses mission work of the churches . 13 
Pope may alter marriage canons for non-Roman Catholics... . Abe 
Members named to (joan 2oWCC—ROnwomking “co ommitteeleiisvte cee Oey OLS 
World ~ service cooperation with Catholics may increase ..... 15 
Pirst meeting Of (god nt Wwee-BO works ne sero tite <a, le « aeee kee) ee 
Cardinal Bea talks of future of Vatican Unity secretariat . . 20 
Huchani st: seen gh err OL Aayiram, gulch wd val) salts lien aba tedteh user e ted telte Cer. 
Vatican -representatives-in Rusgia for tale ast Gs teciplisl mek | 22 
Press reports concerning Vatican statements on Jews, 

i Bele aos, Ube typ har tie Swain! ame pee inet aaa menreee yam, és) ia, Saal Ue tia Be 
"Climate of confidence" between East/West ahurches landed . . 22 


We Ft ria A » > 
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‘ CATEGORY J ae dy $s . Substance 


ANTI-SEMITISM | 
Vatican paper defends police action closing "The Deputy" . 6 
Russian embassy picketed to protest Fhe hire Wake V os Mr oh NE Aa Pea a | 
Coptic Orthodox condemn Vatican statement on Jews . «6 « ».-e 8 
No change in council's statement on non- -Christians, Bea 
Le AU es cn ALMA Pita calhetany al lite Cagler igh, eva ME Mal” gillMag mh Vie gly aia oye) iilern Vimiehates de J 
'Secular! Jewish lobbying on Vatican II eet chs elias wel te vat Lf 
New attempts to change Vatican Council draft text on Jews . . 17 
Zionist leader warns against "distorted" claims of USSR 
anti-semitism «+ «+6 + ORIN Apa MrUP Maa AIAN GLY tly natin elt. eh eee en ak 
Press reports concerning Toh ey statements on Jews, 
EL OU MOS OAT el itamtah’ ei Calum l wired y hap Se gcte imo wale cae) ape a Be 
French RC priest says charged of deicide "stupid and 
PL MONTE eet naar (Masia AM Swan tele ee wih alow, eukray cb! ey Sey cess an 


ATHEISM 
'- Marxist-Christian dialogue urged by Czech journal .. « » +. 9 
Fast German leader critical of BENS L SE NSMU RMI are e iw ye fala we! sme 


BROTHERHOODS AND COMMUNITIES 
New inter-confessional monastic group devoted to Christian 
unity 2 2 ° ha Lo tc o ua e “) . ° o oe = 6 e e ° a e e ° ° ® es * ZL 


CHURCH BUILDINGS AND ARCHITECTURE 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese plans U.S. mission centre .«... 1 
Tein biconrerence; on church PullTdimgis 0c soles Wok me ete ol ee 
USA Methodists help build churches abroad » » «+s © «© « «© e « LY 


CHURCH-STATH RELATIONS (See also Religious Liberty) 
Christians in Japan oppose observance of national date .«.. 5 
USA Episcopalians support non-public school aid...» «++ -.s. 7 
Removal of Baptist teacher causes discussion in Finland... 7 
Soviet justice seeks common applications of church-state laws 8 
Spanish government grants legal status to Madrid Jewish 
LOHAN Me WB) danse WO NcMr Sabet doi sa oa lh Vie las Gel Oe telptel Wile etn elie iwi alos) LO 
All Christian schools in Burma taken over by government... 14 
Liberals in Sweden, Finland urge church-state separation .«°. 14 
Special Report: Threats against Ecumenical Patriarchate 
GONE EN: COURGHE Sian aN e ails ss ie pbk ie Maha eh Ma Nantel el. vin meat a LA 
State council gets government funds to aid migrant workers .. 16 
Napser pitt or Combio Cathedral yi vise ite) sce er ey tel as he ate ee LT 
Polish RC Ba tie suggests church cooperation Witbh whatarte fel D7 
Burma Baptists not pessimistic about school nationalisation . 18 
Interfaith committee protest against South Vietnam law eee Se 
African journal attacks statement on religious education .. 19 
Authorities in Mozambique suspend Catholic newspaper . «.. » 19 
Baptist missionaries sentenced in Cuba » + © 2 +» «© ee we 2 o LY 
Spanish court jails priest for ‘illegal propaganda!’ .« . « « « 20 
Italian court, says public insult to ROC church an OLLENGE ite ie 20" 
Spanish priests eee Te RNC yt aly ead ae NE ah Mths Nu fae Unb Yah ot) pa nivad relic 


CHURCH UNION 
WCC: /sader sees church union movement as "critical point". . 
Methodist conference in Nigeria votes to enter new UNLON.: 6, 
Committees ask approval to draft Presbyterian US-Reformed 
union © By AIOE. ge Neen ane le MER Ss TE SR A a a ee ee a es 
Jeypore churches in India now have same president . . . + «- 


uF 
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CHURCH UNION (cont. ) 

Reunion proposals for Australian churches . 1 »« + «© «© «+e «+ f/f 
Three East African churches to publish basis of union. ... 7 
AME Bishops council names group on church union « « »« » « »«e 8 
Jamaican Presbyterians, Congregationalists will unite in 

ome. chiar aly bl  ROGG POMC Nem Rai cel Cen alle cana Peale hy ig lan tees tema kia) ie 
Six USA churches agree to draw up union proposals « « »« « « « 13 
Churches in new India union plan to meet for study .« « « - + 13 
English Methodists and Anglican leaders issue joint call for 

b PLAVSR) ONY UIE CY 9 gh aan ee led a ee ive: wo elm mill et ape canel ete wi ea) ay) Ve 14 
Gone pastors for French Reformed Church . +6 « «+ + « s « » « a9 

; Church of. England Committee recommends further study of 

Methodi at union. pla Silk, Wueei aa aoe Ried avert aden ten Makan kt 
National Protestant church due to organize in Ecuador this 

Stapim ere, Me bah ele Sh Oe ETE e Seliagehtg): keine Meer dai sta) lip cea iy Ais wiry Carel nn aia) kn 
Anglican convocations vote to hold union negotiations with 

Me CHOPS rae ee) va heh gn lene hm etait se ara aoe Serer tented (ihe hah Ria etal arene 
Disciples, United Church mission agencies move towards union, 19 
Church of Scotland approves talks with other churches . +. .» 19 
Canadian churches mové ‘towards UNLOn): «ea wie is ue ane «ee eU 
Reformed Church approves union recommendations with 

SouthernvPresbyterdarts ee Mey Hee cain arabe See Nadie tet conte 


CHRISTIAN UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES (See also Vatican Council Tis) 


Christian unity Dr. Ramsey's theme in Nigeria address .« «.. il 
MiVit ons ee ekine ) WrayGy ite! a Vel iey ales loa a Maas Ue wee cat) rah comer en 
Renewal’ and solidarity emphasized by Visser '!t Hooft in 

‘report to Central Committee « « 6 s 2 s « e #8 « 6 «© «© © @ s 
Genevan Eoumenical Seminernyie (aie Wal ee) feces | ecte) lelelelrem ys vepeee lee Teueto 
WCC approves joint committee with Roman Catholics « « » « « » 
Orthodox theologian calls for solidarity with Roman Catholics 
Vatican observers pleased with WCC action on joint study 

with ‘Roman. Cs tho laces s/f) ted eal Mae iianteeleeh Tet tg Veterans ted iol eae nm 
Bishop declares church unity as urgent matter « »« « « « » « « 
Church union delayed is.church union denied.«-«-.° ¢ 6 6 « « e 
Ecumenical challenge tq conservative evangelicals »« . . « « e 
Joint “celebration held, of Weeks of Prayer in Madrid (5 wis oe is 
Australian Lutheran Synods will vote on union plan «.« « « « - 
Lutheran research centre inaugurated at Strasbourg « « « « « 
Member church withdraws from WCC membership in USA « « « « -« 
Southern Baptists reject proposal that ‘scholar! observe 

Vatican Ag Paar TRiar TUNT So eee Vy Wee Ye A SM LN ier PIS Tg Se We Ss ue SUA 
Swiss churches move to promote ecumenical movement at parish 

Levis bias Fei eee eg LOS TE ta Va he as ae” Pee OMe aint als fe tote times LL 

- More liberal directives for New Zealand Roman Catholics ... 9 

Cardinal Bea discusses relations with Orthodox churches ... Ill 
German RC hierarchy reject joint worship services « .«. « « « « 13 
Easter message of Ecumenical Patriarchate . « « « « « « «© « » 14 
RC bishop welcomes Reformed Church ... .« Aa ee ee Chl id 
British Baptists to make Christian Unity Ne, ihe ah. Rane LAG 
Ecumenical commissions in British RC diocese . «6 » « « » « o J6. 
Roman Catholic school students send gift for WCC work for 

needy Oey ee Oe eke ee eee we fe tere) catia Ube aciadiel ery) eee) Tee Le LA wee ee el ee 16 
English Presbyterians seek wider unity moves « « « e« « « « » 16 
American Baptist leaders uphold membership in NCC and WCC .. 18 
Visit of Church of Scotland moderator causes trouble at 

Free’ Church asaeambl x %¢ veiled) orm lee pinta cae ena iia eee ean eek 


fs fs oe Oy WA a a 
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CHRISTIAN UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES (cont. ) 


CONFESSIONALISM 


Jamaican Anglicans, Methodists seek Gloser tled:e-% +, 4,6 © «© 
Offer fellowship, support to other churches, Christian 

Scientists urge «+ + #2 © es © 8 8 Bee Pe Mia abi pw ianh yA 
Bishop Veto questions WCC authority to hold talks wit 

Te ey aaa DNA RIE RO EN Git ihel Cronlnle Nam) AVAL naka Wy ef at) slop ie) Cah aly eh mem oi eh ce 
Cardinal Bea talks of future of Vatican Unity Secretariat . . 
Wo conditions set by Vatican. for ecumenical dialogue « « » « 
Ecumenical movement criticised by conservative Baptists « « 
Canadian Presbyterians lack of interest in union reported « . 
European theologians hold inter-confessional meeting + + « e 
Tichsrist seen Slew Ol UNLUP) 6 eee ele gs ees 8 ee es 
Greek archbishop says no relations with OMG TO ral ete Soe a tae te 
"Barriers" separating Missouri synod from other churches 

“orumbling" president says 5 «'+ + + «+ 2 © 6 so 8 se es 


CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE 
Legal ruling given in Serbian Orthodox church dispute « «+ « « 


Sard toeepalren wMothers (UNLON ee Ve kedie ele una serie pe hoe Le 
Successes, failures of evangelicals cited by Dr. Henry |) ee) 0.4 
Church of England studies financial WEG e et Gained \oky olay Sen a yom 
Melkite Patriarch explains acceptance of cardinalship «+ « « » 


New confirmation schedule proposed by Bast German Qa. heey? 


Cardinal orders priest to cut tie with "traditionalist" 

Pee Eg Nae eg OER AOA Ose COUN Win aN ae See Wa Me GU LY Oe i Ae 
Greek Evangelical Church affiliates with European ecumenical 

PE CEP OUCO Mie Sela on a celeriac > ges cf paige sata hamowie igo. She ence 
French Catholic action critical of hierarchy's position « « « 
More pastors, professors required in Congo .« + « «+ + « se * « 
Ghuven of socotlandunane! on ree Masoury ere Meee is ae ome mie 8 
British Congregationalists approve plan of new draft 

COS Le TAD GLO RU eh Cee wile, a heh emia hel qin eaten 88 hep ie hl Oem om 
eRe sian Onmnodor seminary OLOSEO, ye caciel eer ie og ieee ee 8 
Regional teams to promote dialogue in France « » «+ + « « s 
Report on life :of Russian PRArCHGR et al ee com ale ed ete ke 
"Presbyterium" to be elected in French RC diocese « « « « « » 
Stay in church, express views, Mississippi petitioners urged. 


Methodist magazine critical of world confessionalism wile ace 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
U.S. supreme court ruling on conscientious objectors « « « « 


Theologian says nuclear agé creates new type of 


SEVeCLENtLOUS OD ISCHION Yen's 4 ce fe ee) We, le je pe ce erie) Le Ee Ries, 


EDUCATION (general, Christian) 


USA Episcopalians support non-public SONOO ALO TS ee Ge a: « 
Controversial curriculum a best seller in Canada « » « « « « 
Removal of Baptist teacher causes discussion in Finland... 
Experimental courses for senior African pastors make good | 

nea a ke Rise eae Ha) ee em eee 8) Oe 7) 8 
Norwegian parliament receives religious instruction petition. 
Inter-denomination seminaries urged by Mar Thoma 

A ATER ROL tet fo8. eye gM AUArBR heme Yh” Jae ea i SNC SRINS AR SON SO A MR Sh 
All Christian schools in Burma taken over by government « «+ » 
Christian institute for education seen required in India « « 
Asian churches seen providing next "thrust" for Christianity. 
Tokyo seminary to be relocated at university +» » + ++ «ss 
Burma Baptists not pessimistic about school nationalisation . 
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EDUCATION (cont. ) es | | 
’ Minisbverial -student withdrawal worries Australian 


Presbyterians. HOO AME WME Wei Tle oaky Ian SG Uae UAT Mat ia on ue VaR oft ata vei SMU SEES i 


Faculties of 4 seminaries form unprecedented association 
British survey upholds school religious training .-... 
. Laiby -control of schools voted by Canadian RC archdiocese 


' Japan Lutherans - plan HFOLNU SemMLNATY Naeadce hel ele te | aul w meet 


‘Dormitory opened on Korean seminary campuS « »« « « »« s « 
» Dutch -Catholic seminaries to accept women students .« e « 
 Banksh illiteracy. in five years, seminar asks churches . 


ETHICS (personal, professional, social) 
_ German SCM wants extension Of) war crimes statute of 


limitations | ° uy PP SE meta Me eleanor SOU Mri Tammi Yosh SDN SSM A TA yen aie & ny | 
Birth | control ban unconstitutional, Catholic agency tells 


HLS COUR BEY rele vey ese Ca Mamparh Cee Ne CtetiaDs whe ear ane ements 
Dr. Dibelius against extension of war crimes statute .. 
Birth-control data held public-health ‘concern! « « ¢ e- 

- Four groups:break.with Oxfam on.family planning measure . 
' Priest loses. rights for views on birth control  « « e «:. 
Cardinal Gushing underlines individual rights in birth 

PCONECPOL Taw ee ei et ae Me ie! Celtel te! je M acy teh ae diet a netieMe ne aes 


German church says procreation primary aim of marriage .. 


Roman Catholic position on contraception continues to be 

» “challenged yin Bri Vaan oes ee iinet ees tea ei i abet e ena nae 
Dr.s-Ramsey calls for crusade to stress positive values of 
(Christian morale ty or erie tis Hai iellia e eliimree ieee aeuye Wm betel ect 
Pepe says birth control decision required urgently .. e 

' Spanish Catholies-are polled on religious. freedom, birth 
tS ROOM BOL Se 5 ei NOH b i) wr Tet men wh Lacigles when: Wimrtig: > oN! rae Cpe! ly ny 


a a 


Dutch church report seeks new laws on sale of contraceptives. 


EVANGELISM: ih Vie sr alte. st pana imeem eeren ett 


World evangélism Lee CLEC VOM VO HOTT ve |) wil kl hae ican ve cre 
All church structures temporary evangelism report concludes 
Ua ye eae evangelistic crusade . 


FESTIVALS: : 
WCC presidents issue 1965 Daviieneee MESSAage . .6 & «2 9 \* 
Kaster message of Houmenical Patriarchate .« « » « »« « « e 
‘German committee plans Lutheran celebrations . 6 « « « e 


GENERAL 
Ecumenical Ca Lender gis said wie aeMl ey 8 sa aes ier Le oat ene ee 


INFORMATION . po% 


Full access to anein Pte rnieton ‘areed by communications 


specialists Ca Rie ee eh Ve DT Ta ore, i VIP RNG Yee pee PNA Shr, Mec iee 
Philippine churches open new PAG Kat ON e aeti he oe 6 oe 


LWF Africa radio plans to add training department... . 


Christian broadcasters plan expanded programme « » « » s 
Mass media centres planned oe Far East by LWF TTL. Ge ph eee 
New’ interconfessional’ group ih Catherotn aa tia ele Abe ae ie 


20 
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INTER-CHURCH AID (see also Refugees) | 
‘Revolution in Africa the harvest of dia ister MLSSLONG | fe es 
- World Council needs African churches, says Christian leader . 


ECLOF, the churches! "world band", may extend in Africa i. » > 


-wCC leaders urge wider contacts with conservative churches .». 
- wOC member ‘churches: asked for $10,000,000 for African 


emergencies e ° e & * e ® * . e e . e e s ° * * e e e ° e a 


- WCC appeals for aid to rebuild churches destroyed in 


' Philippines hurricanes EAC Ae ai ea eT he i tapi etnemelhe hy ey Leyes ie hile. te 


- Australian churches aid overseas volunteers « +6 « « #« «© e'6 « 
- WCC asks $2,000,000 for Chile quake aid . » + » © + s+ «+ e « » 
: German churches aid not.affected by politics . .« « » « « « » 
- Churches rush relief supplies to Greek earthquake survivors. 
- Churches respond to Chile quake appeal + +» + « » a hen ce 
- U.S. Lutherans pledge $400,000 toward WCC Africa aid projects 


° 


British Council will «invite Roman Catholic observer « « « « « 
Germans remember church aid given following war « «+ +» © « » 
DICARWS approves projects for Afvica/India emergencies +. « e 


"Churches pledge $36, 540 to aid East Pakistan cyclone victims. 
Skopje produces film on WCC reconstruction work « © « + + «+ » 
USA Methodists help build churches abroad . « «.» « «© + © » « 


American church agencies aid Serbian flood victims .. +. +«« . 


_ Churches to build houses for homeless East Pakistan cyclone 


victims e e e A ® e . e 2 s s s * Boy @ e -6 e e e e e e. s 6 . 


Hospital, nursing school dedicated in Liberia . . « « + «+ + + 


“United Presbyterian laymen volunteer for Africa service. . » 


Tanzania's president places Lutheran centre cornerstone «.« « 


Japan Lutherans plan joint seminary Ciera hen el Tae le ule 16 ho Mle me Mer, iw 


INTER- CHURCH CONTACTS, EXCHANGES, AND RELATIONS 


French Protestant Sdee staan receives new churches from 
CUTBLGS Prance INTO Member SHLD see) ee le Were te aie ie ele 


. "National..Christian. strategy" goal of council session » + « « 


Cardinal Bea, Dr.Boegner visit WCC in Geneva . « « «6 © «© « 


. Buropean churches plan future work . « o « o © 8 © 8 6 6 © o's 
. Orthodox representatives visit Anglican, Old Catholic 


. leaders. C Oat ais we ® » e. » a ) iJ e 2 ° ° « °° e ‘os s ihe ° e ara * 


Sewn dialogue between Cardinal Beh and Pastor Mare Boegner. 
. Orthodox Anglicans to resume theological talks «. 2 « «+ « « « 
. Indonesian church group arrives in Australia .« + +6 « « « « « 


U.S. Catholic hierarchy sets up inter-church relations. 
a committee. ae: - e* ° . °° e e- oe Lt a La o* .* e° L je ty a °o e ° 2 s e e 


~WCC. Roman Catholics plan two informal meetings « « « « «6 « 
oo S. Lutheran-Roman Catholic theological talks to start in 


July. Be e ut e e e ° o e e e * ° e s s e je e. ° ° 2 e * * . * 


-Australian official. refuses welcome. to visiting Indonesian 


. church team e * e e «6 e e e s s « e ° e e s Ad Ge e ° e e e e ® 
Penot oiss: Pentecostal cooperation LAC LS i echen cn heat wn)c ey heise le 
Joint wec/RC mecting discusses mission work of the churches . 


Greek ‘evangelical church affiliates with Buropean ecumenical 


eye rea ed Mae RAL ase ik as Gk cece al eee ak Rewid whe mya oie: lye 


“"Reelesiastical summit" conference proposed . . «+ + «ees 


Advance reported in European Lutheran/Reformed talks ... . 
Members named to joint WCC-RC working Gommittee « « »« « « « » 
World service cooperation with Catholics may increase . « « e« 
Pacific churches favour regional body . 2 « 2/2 © se © eo 
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INTER-CHURCH CONTACTS, EXCHANGES, AND RELATIONS (cont. ) 


_ New bureau to promote German Lutheran/RC TALKS +6, eee Ae 
Lutheran minority churches ready for dialogue « + »« « + « « 
_ Separatists churches in South Africa offered aid by 
Christian (IHS ta Habe al eho ed (evneticelice wala pos aul e Cel ish mA eb eho 
WCC so Non- WCC cone tituent members meets a eiielectey ac acne le gue 
Austrian Ecumenical Council expands membership . « «» « Puts 
German churchmen meet with Pentecostalist leaders »« 2 »« « «+ 
First meeting of joint WCC-RC working group. «# 2 «6 « »« « » 
Irish Baptists seek contacts with other conservative groups 
. Conservative leaders seek cooperation «ia.2 » 0 © 6 #@ 8 « 
‘ Ttalian: Protestants plan federation « 2, sie se) a e8) bays 


 USAcehurch leaders :act OW SSUES DehielaXis (ere. £ ym, oe a eee ie, 
Hungarian churchmen to visit Russian Orthodox church .« « «e. 


. Faculties of 4 seminaries form unprecedented association . 
Southern Baptists endorse plans for North American ageney = e« 


INTBR-CONFESSIONAL RELATIONS 


Only one’ Christian pavilion at Montreal fair» .« #9 s 2. 
- Joint celebration held of Week of Prayer in Madrid ... «. 
‘Dutch Roman Catholics, Protestants open dialogue .« » « « « 
‘Moscow Patriarch supports dialogue with Roman Catholics. . 
-U.S. Lutherans approve "official" conversation with Roman 

CABO LTS give wate ire kee RC ae Crate ek uel Ce Hite Ar a ann apt emia le Peet ase 
‘Cardinal urges joint Christian action on social problems . 
“Roman Catholic comment on WCC meeting » +» « © «© 6 0.4 « « « 
Rome reported to warn about "excesses" in joint services . 
‘German Lutheran church ready for talks nie ReC. church on 


"conditional baptism! AE IT iy ae Belay eA oe Mee cm Tie OTL Oy Lata) LS es era cane 2 Ml gd ee oe 


Dialogue urged on Marian belief. 6 6-6 6 6:0 ee 88 beg 
New interconfessional liturgical society planned 4. « « « » 
Orthodox theologian outlines issues in dialogue with 
MOB CHOLIGS site ets . a hie s Dba raAta AN Poet eal ayia eiel ie 
‘Validity Ot) Bra teatade Baweon debended by Ronen Catholic 
DELO SR eerie Tek ce. SR Maca Maem Aree re Ue Mew eam alee taal 6 dara o ue 
Tanzania bishop rejoices over Christian cooperation . . « e 
USA-Lutherans, Catholics plan first talks ¢:/6:%. «.«.« 6-016 
Cooperation with R.Cs. recommended by Brazil Bible Society. 
Revoke "mutual excommunications" Orthodox leader asks « « . 
Joint RC-Protestant Bible planned: in France .« »« « 6 «6 « « » 
Priest sees Italy's Protestants uncertain of Catholic 


SINGSTAGY oe Pee ile ae ae et oes oes te the DC Giim Sue ibm mite we lariat Bae ean awe im ae 


Irish Presbyterians set study of discrimination « + »« « « « 
Vatican representatives in Russia for talks «2 « 6 » «+ « « 
LWF leader explains confessional groups! role.in dialogue 
with Roman Catholics! %s-s sa % * {se shawn oye pees he 
"Climate of confidence" between ade Meat Eeonae lauded . 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 


‘Good Friday prayer for Jews amended’ by “the Vevican ty s 


Better Christian/Jewish relations reported in USA suburb pla 


‘Conservative rabbis back Jewish-Christian dialogue « « « e 


ae 


Own BS ps 


bf 
MHO 


ae 


trv. 


Me aS NER 4 
ay es | ON 


EPS Index/January-June, 1965 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Christian leaders urge contact with organization = Jo 
African ‘unity PRS ir oh Rae SR AE ee whi Ui tae Ie Ya MA LM Ay aN RS LA Rg 


WCC. lea der urges participation of China and France in 


‘disarmament talks . * ° ° e e 8 s e « . o e ° ° e e ° 


Highlights of Central Committee statement on current and 


international issues of peace, justice and freedom ..« . 


U.S. Methodists urge government initiative in Congo non- 


EMUSEDELVENCR (PAG Urns |e Ne tie Vw ca aD Vals al 8/20) ie oe Siw a he 


‘The Atlantic and. Buropean crises: Statement of the 


Committee on the Christian responsibility for European 
cooperation i) a * es s es * ° ° ° e e * s e ° e a e 2 e — 


Churches seek solution in Vietnam orisis. sie » 2 98 8 


Australian Council delegation to confer on Malaysia- 
Indonesia conflict e . e ® ° 6 e ° e e 6 e s e ry * 6 * 
Russian Patriarch condemns USA action in Vietnam +. « « -« 


USA churches urge all-out efforts for Vietnam cease-fire 


CCIA proposals for Vietnam negotiation .°s 2 0 «ee 2 8 


Asian churchman critical of USA Vietnam policies «+. .« - 


Leading U.S. Protestant journal questions Vietnam ‘policy. 


U.S. Brethren church executive urges three step programme 
to resolve Vietnam. Crisis ele fe ee 4 eel elie eke ee 


Australian leader critical of church leaders' appeal « « 


New 4ealand Anglicans, Presbyterians critical of USA 
weapons PME CTH ARN Co tie tes welled ah RRR mee eit eye. de 
Australian Prime Minister, churches in dispute on Vietnam 


Admit China to United Nations wcc meeting speakers urge e. 


Negotiations asked in Vietnam war 'y ee. sissy ley le ase ce 
CCIA official reports on Dominican Republic « 1. « 2.06 « « 
Australian churchmen's reactions to plans to send troops 
PETG NE CE MARES eg wk. (ecu eh marhaierels  Glawilet enews, 
New Zealand churches propose HACC aid in arranging Vietnam 
TES The Be eee a Fe eee Oa, eke Pie mye ae REEL ANTS OMAN mete Ble ge Cee ang 
USA educators oppose’ government policy on Vietnam » « » « 
USA student leaders condemn a6 thon in Dominican Republic. 
Puerto Rican students denounce U.S. Dominican Republic 
intervention (. . « « « e . ® ° ae ee 
World YWCA: calls: for: Wavuued ertents = vasvene nine 
ee UCIT Gh Pans o, Ses ttal diay cep puna ter Ae hiak oe ere ow tie.s fae ROTM Be Nila Mwy teh eh inst te 
USA Cnuron PeaterS act vom Tassues Se ea el es felis, siete 
Portland: churches urge-U.S. South-East Asia policy review 
USA journal protests government policy in Vietnam ds alike" 


USA church commends. Vietnam policy oe Wee ee She 


Japanese: Christians oppose’ USA policy in Vietnam’ ... . 

Latin American: church leaders denounce U.S. Dominican 
BSE DOLLY ie il eile Ker te sae al Whe ellie ale alm eel! a 8 

North Vietnam church congress condemns U.S. "aggression" 
PE Wie breif fb WE fe Ke ER CU te rae te lk a roe 


LAITY 


Dismissed French RC youth leaders plan new organization ._ 


Archbishop warns of danger of schisn in Patan RG church. 


Churches plan to ‘train ten thousand. leaders HORA EUr yt Wha iar 
Laity control of “schools voted. by. Canadian RO BRORAL AD SAe 


Peace Conferene asks support of U Thant's Vietnam proposals 
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LITERATURE 


Success of Protestant literature programme under study in 

Congo, Ethiopia and Malawi + + « « «6 ee igor ue dinner a Chie Ya a 
Dutch churches appeal for Christian literature fund... . » 
WSCF plans new publication for African students .....+s. 
Some divisions between people, not churches WCC leader 

ra Ea k= t= aaa ae SPAM RRS BD DU ll VO AISI Rene aI SARs a msn 
First Protestant bookstore opened in Spain ..«6 « « « « = « » 
Roman Catholics will use adaptation of Protestant New eo" 

POS TABS ED Nea Nie Sata CAN ib erie Unk UNE ae a) Nm DUR iNe ti Sal a ait @ erm ikle te eae eta ae 
Cooperation with RCs recommended by Brazil Bible Society .. 
Joint RC-Protestant Bible planned in France’... « 2 » » « « « 
Dutch raise over ‘£117,000 for Christian literature work . . - 


LITURGY AND FORMS OF WORSHIP 


Experimental Anglican services allowed by British parliament. 
Catholic movement in USA deplores changes in Liturgy .e«.-. 
New interconfegsional liturgical society planned . 2 + » « -« 
Catholic "traditionalist movement" criticized as "grandiose, 


* inept". had es . ia e. a. e * 2 ® e e . » e e e e . e se e s e e * » 

USA Preshyterians take steps to adopt new "confession of 

; faith" ° e e e * e ° e ° e¢. e® e e e e e es e ° *- "@ . ° eet e 
MINISTRY 


Ordination of Catholic women held inevitable church question. 
Pastoral shortages arouse concern in Sweden, Denmark ..e. . 
Women’ pastors” form French Rerormed Church? Gliese wie «et oes 
Geneva church commission recommends full pastoral rights for 
WOMS TS ase . Be Ne gs Mth A la er OO Ait eat HT ee mh acca oe We eg eee 
U.S. Peesputervans (soutien) ordain first woman minister « . 
German synod deacons can now assume full pastoral duties in 

'Ceriian  Chittehied es gine tse: lie ata, ate ce Tene real iNt hat sealer aa in 
Belgian church action on women pastors soe Mee fle be al we ee fe 


MISSIONS (home and foreign) 


Missions challenged to refuse support from PE Mg ay 

CPU RONG.) siksepene Shin ita, carokes il asiieca) save ey GREE ae Agha RELY Mik NLA Eee ema Nace etn 
Large urban areas provide "most compelling demand" for joint 

action ni Md s SLO va isi «eh, WU Iet Ney nie th aleten teh eal ah we ant MEMES es 
Ibiam.calls.on young Africans to enter missionary service . . 
Scottish overseas churches consultation « « »« & » «© « e« « «© « 
Don!t condemn Chinese Christians mission expert says “s+. « e 
Missionary offers guidelines for Congo work in face of 

pobitical <Pnstawk Let y tele) Wal iettina! ce colkt/ at ihe tala ena ial ehh int Sup iets 
114 Christian miastons mow serve inate cve ye wets. tel relists fist 
Statement clarifies role of overseas missionaries in 

STn@one Sia) duet ls Meera Gini naa da anita Mahe tle alle PRU Denia ley eh eter Cian Meme tag 
Disciples, Pentecostal .coopersation!is. (Gated ae, vrsen iets o Be ele 
Joint WCC/RC meeting discusses mission work of the’ churches . 
Presbyterians, Reformed Churches in USA seek mission 

POOLALNATLON a le el le Ree wh ew aay aie hs MIO ee EON ey gene te 
Northeast India evangelists reports 1,000 baptisms in 1964 . 
Angola mission staff drops as visas, re- -entry permits denied. 
New mission opportunities reportediin South Korea wh lds tea ueec teen 
Church team ‘to isurvey Papua New Guiiien net ae ial alte bee care 
“Baptist miesidnaties sentenced ain! Cuba “e.lerm le lak gan pce) ane ae 
French Baptists launch five-year advance programme ..e « e « 
"Institutionitis" problem for Methodist missions work . . » e« 


24 


EPS Index/January-June, 1965 


MIXED MARRIAGES 


German churches plan negotiations on intermarriage .« « « « « 
Pope may alter marriage canons for-non-Roman Catholics . . . 
Rabbi warns against mixed marriages .1< © ae ie e's eee we 
Swiss commission warns mixed: marriage problems will continue, 


NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 


Spanish government grants legal status to Madrid Jewish 
community Pp tilts aU as weet aubrey vty stg ee SUN i EN as Me AM a, Se 
Moslem.service-in Dutch Roman Catholic church 2 « « « «-« « » 


New attempts to change Vatican Council draft text on JewS « «| 
NUCLEAR ENERGY AND WEAPONS 


wcC leader urges participation of China and France in 
Gecormation Canes as) Mie cas ser ei pe we paula Se eg. es eS 

Highlights of Central Committee statement on current and 
international issues of peace, justice and freedom . + « « 

German church leaders urge no nuclear arms for Germany «.« « 


ORTHODOX CHURCHES - 


Orthodox theologians and church leaders confer in Addis Ababa 
Emperor and Patriarch stress: unity: and service in addresses 
SERRE ADE Helio halk en biulenat ie Cited eww tie Wer (rere iate ila Shei Fatt: tee Lk 
Decisions taken at meeting of Oriental Orthodox churches . . 
Findings-of Oriental-Orthodox Patriarchs .« « « « « «+ s+ «« s 
Orthodox-representatives visit Anglican, Old Catholic leaders 
Orthedex Anglicans to resume theological talks .« « « « «© « « 
"Climate of confidence" between East/West churches lauded. . 


PERSONALITIES 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft asked to remain in WCC post through 1966. 


Committee named to nominate Visser 't Hooft successor .-+ « » 
New SASP officer begins WOR eh aes ee alld Alay! ial ta Noe conan, $a ehh a Pei a 
Mater R eC ey rt) UEDEIVS> ee. co's ele jtauie lm mille’. iyoevo® Kimi yet ee 
Canadian accepts WCC post in New York Office ....+-+.s-e-s 


Bishop Newbigin to head South India CLOCHOS Wale agi wi nae 3 


“active pro-existence" urged by wCC general secretary + +» .+ « 


Joint study commission names new executive « +6 « « «+ «© © «. 


20th ‘anniversary marked of Bonhoefferts deaths ei <0 es ce ne 
WCC provides staff member for FAQ hunger -camtlpaign ».\\. \. » «. 
Younger men prominent in new Moscow patriarchate appointments 
Hungarian Ecumenical Council names Ottlyk general secretary . 
General secretary nominated for new Lutheran association . +» 
Dr. Nottingham named “to WCC Youth Department ‘post aka uae ue 
Dr: Alphons Koechlin died in Basle at age of 80 » «+ + «© « « « 
Christian education official named to WCC post «.« » « we «+ « » 
WCC names new staff member « » « « « SUG vist Malte Rebiieala tte aiit ats Lice 
WCCESSA names new general SBE Ooi yt Vin wt spi di sie ome stelle: ecayre aa paaric et 
Dr: Marsh named to head churches! aid programme in Africa. e« .« 
Dr. Schmidt-Clausen. resigns as LWF general secretary .-.« « « 
Death of Metropolitan Boris of Russian Orthodox Church 


reported | . 2 e . @ e s ° e s s J ® e e ° * s e ° ° e e ® ® e.- 


‘German ecumenical pioneer honoured on 80th birthday »« « « « - 
wOC names new Inter-Church Aid staff 1. «s+ es wee ee 
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PUBLICATIONS 
Success .of Protestant literature programme under study in 
Congo, Ethiopia vandiMalawiiercy ceils he ete Pree Media € Tinie tet ne 
French hierarchy censure publication for Christian-Marxist 
dialogue eee TH At dar WY Ce ec Way Tee Ne Ve Say hie RT OOM Sa tat Pace eM Wal iad Wig My OR veer ie Ae ah a RCN Sey Ca 12 


RACE RELATIONS 

Missions challenged to refuse support from segregated 

CBU OSS Te Oe ia aes he ie lig ioe Tiber na Ika REI Ee GEN milena ra nh had 7 me a nn a 
Church groups challenge seating of legislators . 2 2 « « «+6 «| 
Nigeria governor and churchman issue plea for human rights . . 
WOC (condemns racial GnjusubGe stew isa e: «tue Si wh) old ewe teen wens 
Southern Presbyterians switch meeting from segregated church . 
Colour bar in South African church school Gi fw Mighice = mn alt oie oie 
Bishop! Se stand on \oVil di soved Dene 5 ie Waren einer me wee deter tial mee, 
Full report published of British churches! South African study 
South African SCM divided into separate organizations . « « « 
South African reaction against British churches report ... . 
Standing council jon, race asked by British, group.) stie «) © Alle 
Episcopal council rescinds stand which restricted rights - 

Reg hae a eM Ee ee RS ae SE er oe ee hen pT earache 8 ar 
Southern Baptist editors take stand on race, question . « « «+ « 
Student programme will promote rebuilding of burned churches . 
500 USA churchmen in Selma ri ehte mara yc Mediie Ww wl eo edie gees 
U.S. churches) back voting rightes campaign Wray ws wi oles ts ce eee 


\O @-~I OV NNN SPRPWDY RH 


USA, churchmen,.call on congress for: stronger voting bill .« s « il 
Overseas, Churches: appeal: to. Selma yChrtetians ie ihe he te. euiew tec e le 
Alabama bishop's pastoral ietter urges communications between 
Negroes 5, WLU Bye he. te leh ail ame Me ree ratte a alh a bad ile ae fl i ara 
Delta ministry fights employment discrimination ....+.. 13 


Fellowship of least coin allocates $50, 000 to projects around 
pede < Wk” Le gh 6 Ry al yriban antag el gh SS aa ene tah TN ag A SUM an ie ek OE a ed UP 
South African’ newspaper’ Deel | 6f*church position on 
OVeEPSGaS KO LOGY Us Gal Po encase ida ME ee, Nip tim cheaeas Mag ene gat a hiea ek em it 
USA churches move'to strengthen nation's Negro colleges .. . 13 
High court reverses conviction of clerical freedom raiders .. 13 
Southern Presbyterians defend sit-ins, civil disobedience .. 15 
USA* church synod, votes) support of national council . << «-« « 16 
South African Anglican bishop reports loss of some members for 
church Tei race (stands). sie wis a) oreiew ibe Wei te st reo en bs tee Ge Una neg tee Trae 
Episcopal council rejects protest on participation ain 
LEMONS CLS CLON Gel eer lee rah Meh yae tay: am Lei 6 Sante aR amine eee ole em gi 
Hast African paper denounces discrimination against whites . < 19 
South’ African church wins fight for racially mixed bazaar .. 19 
No arms 'for'’South Africa, French Protestant leaders urge » » e 19 
south African’ churches ask: continued overseas aid .« .« « « = e 20 
South African institute supporters ordered ejected by church . 20 
USA church Leddersa’ eet (Onl ieetes hea wee) gece) ie eee neeta a ah ollie, a 
NCC’to aid United Church project seeking radio-TV "fairness" . aa 
Websh give ‘new window for bombed "USA ehturoh'” pW a eet ene 6 Od 
South African commentator déplores raid’on Christian institute 21 
Stay in church, express views, Mississippi petitioners urged . 22 
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REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS (See also Inter-Church Aid) 
Highlights of Central Committee statement on current 
-international issues of peace, justice and freedom ... 
DICARWS approves projects for Africa/India emergencies  « 
BACC investigating possibilities of aid in North and South 
VAS GWOT ete, val els Ri Ae Libs eh eee Oe ENC STB eh tO ROS igi we lye e ce cle othe 
CWS seeks fabric parcels for women of Vietnam... +... 


e 


Commission for Orthodox refugees in Germany is reconstituted. 


Asian churches to aid POLUZSSS 1 Vie CN AM wie ceuie hee oie Arai wih 6 
More Congo refugees arriving at Tanzania settlement... . 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
Franco pledges to. broaden religious liberty in Spain ... 
World Council expert stresses need for freedom of religious 
Pee SLI Wi pei eal ah 4 ooh aghlie? ed vec edad ok wears pee een ela ate. @ Od 
Highlights of Central Committee statement on current 
international issues of peace, justice and freedom ... 
swedish. churches appeal for rights of: USSR Jews ese te « 
Production. of Matzoh tapproved ini Mosoow (el Pee oe ek 
Spanish police close Adventist church primary school ... 
Spanish. Protestants: concerned: about: confiscation of books . 
Spanish. government grants legal status to Madrid Jewish 
CERIN AA el Rae Wa ee aM ght whl aioe ote ty shot lg Chala ee gig Ne A Geen Wek Meek 
Nove apecka Waewrenvoonvension (Of Mmrmiors (Fy Sines Wier) or 
Spanish. Catholics: are: polled on religious freedom, -birth 
CENTRE OUM ah at eaten anny a hee tg Veins Goi ath de ee 6. ieee VEN phe hte eae gl Bey 
pains Heche e teh, arrobeabantVcha pels: (ihe cew ewe ate ee. 
Armenian Massacre marked at-:services -» o+«' ee \ b sib ee vs 
Situation reported improving for Protestants in Spain... 
First. Protestant bookstore opened ‘in Spain ... os « « e 
Spanish Catholic action calls for religious liberty for all 
CRULE GL arin) aietites eMail ea ee) etre eee, le BON el elias eae a 
Press reports concerning Vatican puter nes on Dalat 
Bee Roa ULV Gee Webe a ee os biel! 5 tole Male ala at ata ate 


REPENTANCE ACTIONS AND RECONCILIATION 
Reconciliation action group will work in Germany, e.e0. 7%. 


SACRAMENTS . 
Increasing ee rine ee swesne baptism in Church of 
England . ®-e-+-arertere Se a Sek ge tg, * ict Shiek Sua Sane Te aty Via yt ee enn le e e 


Poll shows Anglican concern over infant baptism practice .~ 


German Lutheran.church ready for talks with R«Cs church on 
MoondLtional Baptism’ owe et. re eso . yikie hts ° 
Validity of .Protestant baptism dagen ea by Roman Catholic 
See Seem iais aN el d Ne alah SAT ooo ee el) ete as eye gre mg hal Peller cone 
Bapiaem contreversy jin Church of Bigland ss et ee te aes 
OS ee eee le ie dete OL UPON ok yt Sh ahha base’ Yee dbehe sg ie ste gg ht 


SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS, AND CHRISTIAN ACTION 
Revolution in Africa the harvest of Christian missions .. 
Catholic laymen and newspaper oppose Spanish ban on 

Pete ee PET EON pt elaine LG Ol wie eerie. el. ehueta iach wh oiv'ek wht 
Protestant churchmen hit Dr. Niemoeller's proposal .... 


* 


President asks for end of national quotas in U.S. ‘immigration 


policy. ° e » * e ° e ° e * oJ ° ° 2 se e * e ° . ° e e ° e 


Ghanian church leader calls for imaginative aid to churches. 
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SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS, AND CHRISTIAN ACTION (cont.) 
Precddent names church leaders to commission on poverty «.. 4 
Bishop Moore outlines principles of Delta Ministry ...«+. 4 
The Atlantic and Buropean crises: statement of the Committee 

on the Christian responsibility for European cooperation~.. 4 
Coventry churches act to improve housing conditions .« « « « « 5 
Indian leaders warn of "population explosion" dangers . + « «+ 6 
Mild: reaction to’ British group. plan to aid birth control 

PEOV SOUR OMe al De tel ae Ne noe ana bheM at ROU Rep nC a iat eater te EG 
New organization to aid Japanese-fathered war children .. .» 6 
Swiss rebuked for attitudes toward foreign workers .. ..»» f 
Swiss association asks extension of time limit for Nazi 

orlmesPrORSOUTLON ). ihe Wolo ia. vay) ay aa eh whee ek ogaren lade) lperyea ame canine 
Bishop Dibelius explains comments on war crimes statute’... 8 
Russian Patriarch urges extension of war crimes statute ... 8 
Unity of German church in divided nation stressed . . « + ek 
Expanded. USA. overseas economic aid urged by church official eee ab 
Cardinal urges united battle by all religions against war, 

BEST SB fell “euiiie (ia lel igi te pill tel alrsiet whl Gh tie | pUurletitie'y Celi aen kan iun ital tent fet) yi aly iced 
German church statement marks war end date «2. « « « « « « » « 12 
Roman Catholic, Protestant Latin.American students.meet . . .- 12 
Fellowship of least coin allocates $50,000 to projects around 

THE WOT LO eee ucetone . ‘ | oak na tye) Aa ae UAE Mig Dh a turer mk a ay 
Clergy more liberal hae ‘eee Hind ped Charteks Paes) elke tow kleine UL 
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Nigerian churchman seeks new understanding of "faith.and 
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VATICAN COUNCIL II (See also Roman Catholic Church) 
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WOMEN AND CHILDREN 


Ordination of Catholic women held inevitable church question. 
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Geneva church commission recommends full pastoral rights for 
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YOUTH 
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_CHURCHES' AID WORK IN ALGERIA 
COMPLETES SUCCESSFUL THREE YEARS 


(Geneva) - The Christian Committee for Service in Algeria (CCSA) has 
successfully completed its first three years and now moves into a 
"phase-out" period in which responsibility for its wide- -ranging programmes 
will be increasingly assumed by the Algerian people and governnent, its. ° 
director reported here 


The Reve Hans Aurbakken told the regular half-yearly meeting of CCSA's 
General Committee that all plans have now been made for the first part of 
the new phase. 


This involves the $2,500,000 re-forestation project in which 20, 600,000 
forest and fruit trees, raised in nurseries, have been planted on Beiecrsa 
sites. The programme has provided more than four million (man-days" of 
work for Algerians, most of whom received their "wages" in the form of food 
rations for themselves and their families. 


This project will now be directed by a new organization set up by : 4 nunney 
of government agencies called Chantiers Populaires de Reboisement (CPR). 
CCSA will cooperate with CPR and will continue to offer technical 
assistance and, for the time being,: will furnish key workers. 


Mr Aurbakken reported the new body has. taken over the targets COSA set 
itself and will make, possible collaboration with various government relief 
agencies outside Algeria which could not participate in CCSA's work. 


In a round-up survey Mr. Aurbakken reported the first three years of the 
multi-million-dollar programme included an extensive child-feeding 
programme, youth welfare work, vocational training, medical services, and 
community development projects including water works, poultry centres, 
bee-keeping, and experimental farming plots. 


COSA's operating budget was approximately $1,000,000 per yearin this pov oc, 
“ood, clothing, and equipment valued at’ Hee of $27, 000,000 were 
contributed in addition. met 


COSA was set up in 1962-to give ecumenical expression to the desire of 
Christian churches and agencies to help Algerians in the first phase of 
their life as:a'new nation. © EPS, Genevae 


SHURCHES GIVE $100,000 TO BUILD 
HOMES FOR-E. PAKISTAN. CYCLONE. ViIcTIMS 
(Geneva) - Funds totalling nearly $100,000 have been eee eats ccc Uh or pledged 


by members of the World Council of Churches to an emergency appeal to aid 
families made homeless by the recent cyclone disaster in East Pakistan. 


The funds. will be-used to construct 1,000 houses in the Gopalganj, Barisal, 
and other-arease - Work.is now underway-on 44-houses in the -Gopalganj 
community. Construction of the remainder will get underway within the 
next few weeks. All the work is being done by volunteers recruited by 
the Bast Pakistan Christian Council under the supervision of skilled 
worknens 


Plans for the WCC-aided project were developed in consultation with East 
Pakistan government authorities, who specifically asked that the East 
Pakistan Christian Council undertake the housing part of the relief 
programme. Other agencies are engaged in other types of assistance. 


An estimated 7,000,000 persons were made homeless by the cyclone which 
killed upwards of 15, 000 persona aeserd Ae to official government 
estimates EPS, Genevae 
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QUEEN, CHURCHMEN OBSERVE 
SALVATION. ARMY CENTENARY 


(London ) ~ Queen Blizabeth II and a distinguished gathering of church 
leaders, government and diplomatic representatives, and civic officials 
attended the inauguration here of 10 days. of celebrations marking the 100th 
anniversary of the Salvation Army. 


The ceremony was held in the Royal Albert Hall, immense 100-year-old oval 

in West, London.. There the Queen was welcomed by General Frederick Coutts, 
eighth leader of the international movement founded on an East London slum 
street corner on July 2, 1865, by William Booth. 


Church leaders attending included the Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Dr. Michael Ramsey, and John Cardinal Heenan, the Roman Catholic Primate. 
Prime Minister Harold Wilson was represented by the Home Secretary, 

Sir Frank Soskice, while the diplomatic world was represented by London’ 

envoys of the 70 countries in which the Salvation Army is today at work. 


Altogether, some 2,5000 Salvationists from all parts of the world have 
assembled here for the centenary. 


On behalf of the World Council of Churches, its general secretary, 

Dr. We A, Visser 't Hooft, cabled congratulations to General Coutts. 

The cable read: "Remembering gratefully the Salvation Army's world-wide 
work of evangelism and service and rejoicing in the Army's participation 
in the ecumenical movement, we.gsend you.warmest congratulations on this 
memorial anniversary. May the. Army beblessed in the future as in the 
paste" EPS, Genevas 


F.O.R. DELEGATION EN ROUTE 
TO VIETNAM FROM USA 


(Nyak, N.Y.) - An ll-member Clergymen'!s Emergency Committee for Vietnam, - 
a unit of the Fellowship of Reconciliation - is en route from New York 

to South Vietnam in an attempt to re-establish communications in the hope 
of reaching a cease-fire agreement. 


The delegation comprises six Protestant ministers, a Catholic priest, 
a rabbi, and three Protestant women. 


A statement issued before leaving said members of the group were not making 
the trip "under the illusion that our visit can work the miracle that would 
stop the war3; we go because we feel impelled to take any step that might 
conceivably contribute to the slowing down of the terrifying escalation of 
Gontlzab. Rea EPS, Geneva. 


NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS APPEAL 
TO POPE ON BIRTH CONTROL 


(New York) - ~ Two eroups of Nobel Prize winners “have appealed to the Pope 
asking that the Roman Catholic Church reconsiders its position on birth 
control. 


The first group, consisting of 42 British and other European scientists, 
was led by Dr. Peter Brian Medawar, a biological scientist who is 
director of the National Institute for Medical Research in London. 


The moving spirit behind the second group consisting of 36 Americans, joined 
by one Argentinian and two Australians, was Dr. HE. Le Tatum, a biologist 
with the Rockefeller Medical Foundation of New York. EPS, Geneva. 
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ATHEIST ACTIVITIES REPORTED 
FLOURISHING IN LENINGRAD 


(Leningrad) -~ Atheistic propaganda activity is flourishing in this U.S.S.R, 
city, according to an article in the current issue of The Agitator. 
official journal of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 


It reports there are now more than 20 centres for the promotion of atheism 
ain the city, that classes in atheism are taught at the Museum of History and 
Atheism, and that lectures in atheism are held regularly at high schools, 
olubs, public libraries, factories, and other places. 


The city tourist office now has an official tour to former churches in the 
area which it advertises as presenting "the truth about the church". 
Visitors to the former cathedrals are guided by trained atheists who 
describe them as "visible symbols of the political autocracy of ts 
Russian Orthodox Church". 


The article attributes the success of the work to the activities of 
graduates of the Faculty of Atheism inaugurated two years ago at the 
University for the Study of Marxism/Leninism. 


It also cites the work of the Znanie Society, established 'for the promotion 
of knowledge" as "one of the most important centres for the systematic 
spreading of atheism". The Society organizes lectures, publishes a 
periodical, and has established several youth clubs. Atheistic propaganda 
is also promoted through the city's television station which has a weekly 
programme titled "The Truth About Religion". EPS, Geneva. 


POPE, ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 
EXCHANGE GREETINGS 


(Rome) - Messages received by Pope Paul VI on the second anniversary of 
his election included one from the Ecumenical Patriarch which ex pressed 
the hope the Pope would "further the task of Christian unity". 


The Pope acknowledged the greeting in a telegram which assured the 
Patriarch that he would continue "with God's help to pray and to work’ 
for the great cause of Christian unity", EPS, Geneva. 


NEW ECUMENICAL GUIDELINES FOR 
ROMAN CATHOLICS IN USA 


(Washington, D.C.) - The hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church in the USA 
has issued guidelines for prayer services with other Christians and 
regulations governing sacramental worship services. 


Drawn up in accordance with the Second Vatican Council's Decree on 
Ecumenism, the 16-page guide offers a much wider latitude than given before, 
but "cautions" against "indiscriminate" Catholic participation. 


Specifically, it suggests, the appointment in each diocese of a diocesan: 
ecumenical commission composed of priests, religious, and laymen | 
representative of the local churches because "as the involvement of 
Catholics in dialogue, in joint action, and in prayer with other Christians 
increases, such commissions could’ be of inestimable value to the local 
bishops". te Geneva. 
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JACKSON "CONCENTRATION CAMP" 
CONDEMNED BY NCC INVESTIGATORS 


(Washington, D.C.) - An investigating team for the National Council of 
Churches (USA) at a news conference here, charged that prisoners arrested 
during racial demonstrations were being held in "concentration camp" con- 
ditions at Jackson, Miss. 


Abusive conditions, the churchmen said, including beatings and threats by 
police officers; refusal of medical treatment for wounded prisoners; 
"constant lewd and suggestive" remarks addressed to the women prisoners; 
and a meatless, fruitless, milkless diet of grits, beans, and corn. 


"Fear was induced by a policeman with a bullwhip which ‘he cracked again and 
again", the churchmen declared. 'tixhaustion was achieved by waking the | 

prisoners repeatedly throughout the night by banging nightsticks on garbage 
cans, amplifying music over bullhorns, and subjecting the prisoners to the 
cold air of hugh blowers." i ees « 


‘The churchmen said they were "absolutely convinced that the primary purpose 
of the Jackson concentration camp is not to serve as a place of incarcera- 
tion but-rather to serve as a place to break the spirit, the will, the 

health and even the body of each individual who dared to assemble peaceabl 
to seek redress of grievances". : 


The prisoners, most of them Negroes, were arrested when they attempted to 
demonstrate before the state capitol in Jackson while the state legislature 
was working on voting legislation. 


The churchmen called upon the federal government to take whatever steps are 
necessary, including new legislation if needed, to "purge (these conditions) 
forever from the national scene". EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF GOD ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE. 
TO PROMOTE "SPIRIT OF CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP" 


(Anderson, Ind.) - The General Ministerial Assembly of the Church of God has 
voted to set up a nine-member committee on Christian unity to promote "the 
spirit of Christien fellowship" with other Christian bodies throughout the 
world, . 


An announcement said the new. committee would not "look in the direction of 
the merger of ecclesiastical structures", but would seek "to approach the 
doctrine of Christian unity in a creative way and endeavour to interpret the 
church, its meaning and significance; also our relationship and obligation 
to the body of believers world-wide". 


An another action the Assembly called on members of, the church to "take 
direct action" to safeguard the rights of all persons regardless of racial 
“or religious differences. "The time for making ringing declarations against 
“racial discrimination has passed", the Assembly said. Now Christians must 
"take the steps and risks they deem wise and necessary’ to involve the church 
more and more deliberately in the struggle for eoual rience. 


The Churoh of God, which has headquarters in Anderson, Indiana, originated 
about 1880 and has an inclusive membership of 145,200 persons. It is one 
of the largest of the USA churches which have taken that name. 

. | lee tes EPS, Geneva 
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1965 ECUMENICAL WORK CAMPS 
STRESS SOCIAL SERVICE WORK 


(Geneva).- Some 1,000 youth from around the world will take .part in 40 inter- 
national ecumenical work camps this° year sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches. The camps will be located in North and South fons aay miele 
Asia, and Africa. Mf 


Many of the camps will continue an emphasis started last year in concentrat- 
ing on social service work in contrast with the earlier stress on pick a 
shovel manval labour, several will combine the two emphases. . 


All of the camps will be. inter-racial and the approximately 25 campers in 
each, whose ages range from'19 to 30, will represent a variety of church 
backgrounds. However; not all will be Christian. In the camp scheduled 
in‘July at Lake Manyas, Turkey, for instance, about half of the group will 
be Moslem. ‘Many in other camps will be self- identified Teeeaattgrins 
Natheists", or "secularists". 


All but one of the camps last about four weeks. The beeen is the long- 
torn camp scheduled September 1 of this year through June: 30, 1966, in the 

island of Chaiju, south of the Korea mainland. Here campers will aid in a 

Church World Service sponsored refugee resettlement project helping to build 
houses, schools, hospitals, nurseries, and other needed structures. 


The emphasis on social’ service, of the. kind which can be done by non-special- 
ized personnel, is seen in camps in several parts of the world. In Switzer- 
land the campers will aid in an institute for retarded children. .. In 
London's Hast wnd they will help plan, prepare, and run a holiday club ror 
children, In Greece they Widd work. ie the. children at a holiday camp and 
orphanage at Mytelini. 


All of the three USA camps stress the social service da weaes on pale ceuh 

N.C., campers will be involved in a programme designed to better race rela- 
tions in the city. In Walla Walla, Wash., they will take part in a chiid 

and adult education project for migrant workers. In Phoenix, Ariz.; they 

will aid in a community centre for Yaqui Indians. 


A brochure, issued by the World Council's Youth Department aha sadenuebare 
the programme, speaks of the significance of the camps in’ these words: 


"Whether the camp fulfils its purpose is not determined solely by the work 


done at the camp site. ‘ Important as this is, of equal importance are the 
new attitudes and broadened views: each ayaa takes back .to his home commu- 


SASS and churonh," i a AOIGE TP ia EPS, Geneva 


NEY INFANT BAPTISM POLICY 
IN, CHURCH OF ENGLAND DIOCESE 


(London) » New regularions governing infant baptism have been introduced in 
Church. of England parishes in Walthamstow and Chingford in the wake of con- 
troversy which has developed over the issue in several parts of England. 


Agreed to by clergy and laity of the area, the new rules require that: every 
baptism:-take: place in. the :presence of the regular congregation; that baptiem 
be preceded by: preparation in the. home and/or church; that baptism take. . 
place in the, parish in which the applicants live or regularly worship; and 
that the, parents and godparents be regular worshipping members of the Church 
of England, EPS, Geneva 
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HOLD FIRST MERTING IN USA © ; : ue 
(Washington, D.C.) - Representatives of the Protestant Episcopal Church and 
of the Roman Catholic Church in the United States held a first meeting here . 


to discuss problems which have hitherto stood in the way of closer rode eee 


The 15 participants in the initial forme, conference included three eae 


-from each church. 


The meeting was envisaged as the first of a series of exchanges to take lade’ 


~at least once a year. The next meeting will be held late next winter on | 


the theme: "The Eucharist: Sign and Cause of Unity - the Church as Bucha- * 
ristic Fellowship". ¥ 


A communiqué issued at the conclusion of the first meeting said "there 
appeared to be a consensus that the search for Christian unity cannot be foi 
left to theological discussions alone, but that it will have its main basis — 
in the mutual quest of holiness and adherence to God's will. The partici- — 
pants in general agreed that only through holiness - by becoming one with — 
Christ -—- could Christians. come into oneness with one another," 


It said that while the discussions remained general in nature, some specific 
sore spots in the relations between the two churches were touched upon. ~ 


These included "the Longstanding Anglican reproach against the Roman Church 
for its Peo ae of 'rebaptizing! conditionally Anglicans who become Roman 
Catholics, 


"Catholic participants in the meeting", it said, "acknowledged that there is. 
no doubt about the validity of the Anglican baptismal liturgy. They indi- 
cated that the practice of ‘conditional baptism! must be brought into con- 
formity with the traditional doctrine of the church. 


"In the same vein", the communiqué added, the Anglican participants agreed 


that "confirmed Roman Catholics received into the Episcopal Church should in 
no circumstances be conditionally confirmed by Anglican bishops". oe 
EPS, Geneva aut 


SWEDISH BAPTISTS - 
SEEK REUNION . 


(Stockholm) - The Baptist Union of Sweden in annual session here extended — 
an invitation to the 20,000-member Oreboro Missionsfoérening, a Baptist group 
which broke away from the Union 30 years ago, to join in conversations with 
@ view to possible reunion. 


One step which might facilitate a reunion between the two groups has already 
been taken. This fall, a joint Baptist hymnal will appear, and both bodies | 
are coordinating their activities to introduce the hymnal in the churches. © 
“hey will cooperate in the effort to organize local study groups to fom Tee 
ize members with their new hymn book. 


In another action the Union addressed a Petey eves to the Baptist World’ 
Alliance expressing concern about racial tensions in various parts of the 
world. Noting that some Baptists, especially in the USA, resist racial 
integration, it called for all Baptists to refrain from any form of racial 
discrimination. bs EPS, Geneva es 
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MISSOURI SYNOD APPROVES 
NEW LUTHERAN AGENCY 


(Detroit, Mich.) - The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod voted overwhelmingly 
here to join with three other Lutheran church bodies in a new cooperative 
agency which will unite most of the USA's 8,600,000 Lutherans in a joint 
programme of theological study and Christian service. 


In a resounding voice vote the majority of 800 delegates to the Synod‘s 
46th regular convention endorsed a proposed constitution for the Lutheran 
Council in the USA and approved partnership in it. - The vote came after 
more than two hours'discussion in which 18 speakers favoured the resolution 
and ten opposed it. | ely © . 


As the Synod has never participated in any formal ecumenical structure, 
the vote was regarded as a milestone in its 118-year history. 


--) Others involved in the forming of the new Council are the American Lutheran 


- (Church, the Lutheran Church in. America, and the Synod of Evangelical 
' Lutheran. Churches. ae 


_ In another action the Synod requested its Commission on Theology and Church 
Relations to "make a thorough and critical exploration of future relations" 
‘with the Lutheran World Federation. ; EPS, Geneva. 


_ EMBARRASSING SURVEY OF ATHEISTS 
IN LITHUANIAN COLLECTIVE FARM 


(London) - A survey of atheist activities at a model collective farm in 
Lithuania has led to some embarrassing results, according to The Tablet, 
a Roman Catholic journal published here. 


It said that of the 328 persons in the 94 families interviewed two-thirds 
said they were believing Christians, and only 32 families said they were 
wunbelieverse ite. : 


Nineteen families in which the parents were believers and the children were 
not "demonstrated a kind of peaceful. coexistence with cach generation 
showing respect and tolerance for other ideas", 


Tablet said the organizers of the surveys "comforted themselves" with the © 
belief that "the believers must be ignoramuses who never read a newspaper 
or listened to the wireless and were completely apathetic as far as 
progress was concerned",. .. ty EPS, Genevae 


CARDINAL WILL NOT OPPOSE 


BIRTH CONTROL REPEAL BILL 


- (Boston) - Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, reiterated his — 
stand here that he. would not oppose action to repeal Massachusetts’ old and 


controversial law on birth control. 


The Catholic prelate, interviewed on a radio programme, said the law was 
‘unenforceable. -- it isn't being enforced and it cannot be enforced because 
it enters too much into the privacy of individuals". 4 


In reply to a query, he added that Catholic legislators were’ free to vote 


_as they see fit on the issue. "T would say to them, 'if your constituents 
want this legislation, vote for it. You don't represent the Catholic: 


Church. You are a political figure and a law-maker.'" ~~ EPS, Geneva. 


PORTUGUESE PRESBYTERIANS READY 
FOR DIALOGUE WITH ROMAN CATHOL.CS 


(Lisbon) - The Executive Council of the Presbyterian Evangelical Church 

of Portugal expressed its desire for dialogue with the Roman Catholic 
“Church, but emphasized that "such dialogue-will only be truly constructive 
when the Roman Catholic Church recognizes the principle that other churches 
are also a part of the Church of the Lord". 


Such an attitude is required, a council statement said, so that "in. 
certain regions of the world (the Roman Catholic Church) may cease to 
exercise pressures of various kinds in regard to the restriction of the 
sacred right of religious liberty. We regard that right as a gift which 
God has given to man 'made in His image' and as a gift which no 
institution has the right to take away. The absence of religious freedom 
in various regions of the world has damaged and delayed the dialogue among 
Christians." 


The Synod said the church desired dialogue with Roman Catholics "in the 
first place for the frank aim of clarifying matters of doctrine, and in 
the second place, but no less important, for the aim of strengthening the 
bonds of fraternal love which ought to exist among all Christians. 


"We are ready to maintain with the members (both lay andclergy) of the 
Roman Catholic Church as complete a fraternal cooperation as the Roman 
Catholic ecclesiastical authorities will permit, and this without the 
spirit of proselytism, which we repudiate." 


In a related statement the Synod expressed its "satisfaction" that the 
church had been admitted as an "associate member" of the World Council of 
Churches. This is the category established for churches with less than 
10,000 members. EPS, Genevae 


PROPOSED METHODIST RESTRUCTURING TO GIVE 
GREATER VOICE TO OVERSEAS CHURCHES 


(Lake Junaluska, N.C.) - A proposal for an international Methodist Church 
which would give more freedom and authority to overseas participants was 
made here by Bishop Richard C. Raines of the Indiana Area. 


Addressing a conference on "Methodism in en Ecumenical Age", Bishop Raines 
proposed the establishment of an international general conference composed 
of 400 delegates, approximately one-half from overseas and one-half from 
the USA. This would be supplemented by eight or ten regional conferences, 
including one for the USA, in which each church would deal with matters 
rélating primarily to its own region. 


Bishop Raines seid such re-structuring was required because ninety per cent 
of the present General Conference is American and "the ten per cent non—-USA 
delegates can scarcely influence, except in unusual circumstances, the 
legislation which affects them. 


Reaction to the proposal came from Bishop James K. Matthews of Boston, who 

suggested that "the American constituency is almost totally unprepared for 

such a drastic move, to say nothing of other branches of Methodism. To 

reach this end would require tremendous energy which might better be devoted 

to other ends-- such as fuller participation in the ecumenical movement." 
EPS, Geneva. 
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METHODIST MISSIONARIES DENOUNCE 
USA DOMINICAN REPUBLIC POLICY 


(Greencastle, Ind.) ~ A statement criticizing the sending of troops by 

the United States to the Dominican Republic was approved by 55 missionaries 
of the Methodist Church to Latin America at an international missionary 
gathering here. The statement said the unilateral armed intervention has 
given the Communists material for propaganda. 


The document, in the form of an open letter from the missionaries to | 
Methodist congregations in the USA, stressed the dismay of Latin American 
people over the action and called for support of the social revolution 
underway in Latin countries seeking a better way of life. 


The statement acknowledged that the unilateral aspect of intervention has 
been superseded (including the withdrawal of some U.S. troops) by a 
multilateral force of the Organization of American States (OAS). However, 
it said, "this does not satisfy Latin America. Our apprehensive brethren 
there, and we ourselves, wonder if some pattern of foreign policy is 
developing in which lies or half-truths are used to justify armed 
intervention," ‘ EPS, Geneva. 


GERMAN CHURCHES RAISE FUNDS 
FOR BIBLE. DISTRIBUTION 


(Berlin) -A door-to-door collection is underway in West Berlin to raise 
funds for distribution of the Bible around the world. The campaign is 
being conduted in response to a special appeal of the Synod of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID).. It is part of the world-wide 
United Bible Society's campaign titled "God!s World for a New Age", which 
has as its goal the distribution of 50,000,000 Bibles and Scripture - 
portions in 1966. 


Similar campaigns are slated later in other West German cities, with an 
overall goal in West Germany of 3,000,000 DM ($750,000). EPS, Geneva. 


BIBLE NOW ACCESSIBLE 
TO 90% OF THE WORLD 


(London) - The United Bible Societies reports that the entire Bible now 
exists in 246 languages, and is thus directly accessible to over 90% of 
the world's population. Re . 


In addition the New Testament alone has been translated into another 289 
languages, sometimes accompanied by a translation of the Psalms or other 
books of the Old Testament. These languages cover about 5% of the 
population of the world. ; 


Uncovered are still about 3% of the world's population belonging to : 

small tribes and linguistic groups, but speaking over 700 languages and 
dialects which are unintelligible to any other group. These people can 
still only obtain isolated books of the Bible in their own language. 


The remainder of the world (about 2%) consists of restricted groups 

(in New Guinea, Amazonia, the Indians of Latin America, and Equatorial . 
Africa) whose language has: not yet been expressed in writing and who are 
completely, illiterate, EPS, Geneva. 


No. 23 - lst July, 1965 neh ps Be 


INDIAN LEADERS PAN NEW 
COURSES FOR CHURCH SCHOOLS 


(Coonoor, India) -~ Some thirty prominent Indian educators, Christian 
leaders, authors, and playwrights recently spent four weeks here doing 
exploratory groundwork for the preparation of moral and Christian education 
courses for use in India's primary and secondary church-related schools. 


The project envisages the production of basic editions in English and 16 
regional languages of books dealing with the teaching of ethical and 


spiritual values in a "secular state" and on Christian education, The 
total number of volumes wiil be 384. The first are expected to be ready 
in 1966. 


Various churches and church-related bodies are cooperating in the work which 
is being sponsored by the India Sunday School Union. The Roman Catholic 
Church expressed its interest by sending two representatives to the workshop. 


Among the consultants were a Quaker associated for many years with 
Rabindranath Tagore and Ganchi, who is now a member of the Peace Mission 
to Nagaland,:a specialist in the use of drama in education, a specialist 
in developmental psychology, and a young journalist. EPS, Geneva. 


ASIAN CHURCHES! RELIEF WORK 
UNDERWAY IN VIETNAM 


(Saigon) ~ Food and cooking utensils are being distributed to 3,000 
Montagnard refugee families in Vietnam by the Hast Asia Christian 
Conference (BACC). The Montagnards are a tribal people who have been 
forced from their homes in the fighting. 


The distribution is the first relief work undertaken by HACC which has 
appealed to its member churches for $20,000 to underwrite an initial 
programme of refugee aid to provide "a Christian presence" especially in 
areas not being reached by government schemes. (EPS. NOee 2d Me 


Funds contributed or pledged so far are $6,700 by the Australian Council 
of Churches, $1,400 by the New Zealand Council of Churches, and $500 by 
the Church of Christ in Thailand. In Malaysia and Indonesia the National 
Councils of Churches have issued special appeals to their members. 


Church World Service, overseas aid arm of the USA churches, also is 
distributing food and clothing to refugees and has sent four nurses who 
have volunteered for two months service to work in Christian hospitals in 
Saigon and Nha Trang. The Mennonite Central Relief Committee, which has 
had a programme in the country for many years, is seeking to expand its 
work in order to aid refugees, particularly in the medical field. 
EPS, Geneva. 


IN BRIEF 


Four Church of Scotland leaders have spend four days in Copenhagen 
discussing with leaders of Scandinavian churches questions of scripture, 
the confession of faith, and the ministry. The Scandinavian participants 
represented churches in Sweden, Norway, and Finland. 


% * * 
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Loyola University, a Roman Catholic institution in Chicago, I1ll., USA, 

has awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws degree to Dr. Edgar H. Se Chandler, 
executive director of the Church Federation of Greater Chicago, and former 
director of the Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 

The citation commended his "eminence not only as a teacher from the’ pulpit, 
but as a doer in bringing religion into the market-place". 


% % 
Cuban Roman Catholic theological students studying for the priesthood will 


be exempted from military service under anh agreement reached between the 
Cuban government and the Papal Nunciature.e 


% * * 
Pope Paul VI has received in an audience at thé Vatican 21 Lutheran 
theologians of the TI'aculty of Theology of the University of Osloe 

a ee i 
A study of abortion will be made by a special. committee of the Swedish 
Ecumenical Council. The Council asked for the study in view of an 


investigation underway by the government of the possibilities of extending 
present abortion laws. 


% * 
Prases Kurt Scharf, president of the Council of the Evangelical Church - 
in Germany (BKID), has been named an honorary life member of the American 


Bible Society for his work on behalf of Pible societies and in the 
ecumenical movement. EPS, Genevae 
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ECUMENICAL CENTRE 
DEDICATED IN GENEVA 


(Geneva) - The Ecumenical Centre, headquarters of the World Council of 
Churches and ten other international church bodies, was dedicated in a simple 
45-minute service in the Centre's sun-filled chapel on Sunday, July 11. 


The WCC's 14-member Executive Committee, which opened semi-annual sessions 
the same afternoon, joined the 200 staff members for the service. 


The dedication was seen "live" by tens of thousands of television viewers in 
France, Switzerland, Netherlands, Belgium, and Germany via Eurovision, It 
was shown later in the day in Scotland and the USA. 


The Centre, a visible symbol of the commitment of the WCC's more than 200 
member churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic 
traditions to work together for anaeys was built at a cost of $3,000,000 
(Sw. frs. 12,000,000) contributed by its member churches in more than 80 
countries. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, preaching the sermon 
described the chapel as Na place in which the ministry of prayer for unity 
is performed as a permanent ministry", 


He said-the formal opening of the Centre gives.a fresh mandate to the 
Christian task of unity. 


"Now that ecumenism has acquired a certain reputation and that so many 
churches are cooperating in the ecumenical organizations, now that we have 
these fine buildings, are we not in danger of saying that the essential has 
been done, and that the time has come to consolidate and maintain what we 
have succeeded in creating?", he asked. | 


"That would certainly be a betrayal of the ministry that we have received. 
Fulfilling the ministry does not mean marking time, it means continuing the 
pilgrimage, carrying out all the implications involved. Until we have 
shown the world: that we are united, like the Early Church, in'the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship! and in eine breaking of bread and ‘..s prayers!, our 
task is:far-from finished. u 


The chapel, which is executed in contemporary design, is intended primarily 
for staff “use, although it also will be used for services held in connection 
with ecumenical meetings at the Centre. It will not normally be used for 
Sunday services or for the functions of a parish church. It is envisaged, 
however, that services of Holy Communion will be held from time to time 
according to regulations of the various member churches of the World Council. 


The service was preceded by'a brief ceremony outside the Centre at its main 
entrance led-by the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, former Presiding Bishop 

of the Episcopal Church in the USA, and one of the WCC's presidents from 

1954 to°1961.° ‘Bishop Sherrill served as chairman of the BIS EGE Roa. fund~ 
raising committee’:for the Centre, 


During the service French, German, and English - the three official languages 
of the World Council - were used. A highlight was the presentation of gifts 
to the chapel including a copy of the Bible (Revised Standard Version); a 
book containing the names of the WCC!s member churches; an ikon from the 
Russian Orthodox Church; and vessels for Holy Communion presented by the 
London firm of Faithcraft,. 
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Messages of greeting on the dedication were received by the World Council 

from church leaders around the world. They included one from Augustin 
Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity; from the 
Ecumenical Patriarch; from the Congo Protestant Council; from the Protestant 
Brotherhood at Taizé, France, and from the Basle, Switzerland, Mission. 
Greetings were also received from the United Nations! High Commissioner for 
Refugees expressing appreciation for the WCC's work for refugees and hopes 

for continued warm collaboration. 


The Centre has been in use by staff since Haster, 1964, when the office 
sections of the building were completed. However, formal dedication was. 
delayed pending completion of the chapel, the main conference room, and other 
portions of the centre block, and to coincide with this meeting of the 
Executive Committee. | 


Organizations with offices in the Ecumenical Centre are: The American 

Baptist Foreign Mission Society - Representative in Europe; Brethren Service 
Commission —- European Programme; Ecumenical Patriarchate — Representative 

to the WCC; International Christian Youth Exchange ~ Geneva Office; Lutheran 
World Federation; Moscow Patriarchate’ of the Orthodox Church of Russia ~~ 
Representative to the WCC; United Bible Societies - Geneva Office; United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA - Buropean Office of the Commission on lcu- 
menical Mission and Relations; World Alliance of Reformed Churches; World 
Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association - Geneva Office; 
World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


(Photos of the dedication service may be obtained from the Department of 
Information, WCC, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, and 
WCC, Room 439, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y. 10027, USA.) 


\ 


R.C. CHURCH MAY PERMIT CONVERTS 
FROM ANGLICAN CLERGY TO BE DEACONS 


(London) -~ The Roman Catholic hierarchy of England and Wales has set up a. 
spesial committee to study ways and means of using converted Anglican clergy- 
men as clerics, instead of simply as laymen, on pastoral work, 


John Cardinal Heenan, Archbishop of Westminster, told the annual meeting of 
the Converts! Aid Society that they would have to be ready to "enter a new 
apostolate and help these men to fit themsélves for the Catholic Church, 
not as laymen but as clergy". 


The Catholic Herald, a leading Roman Catholic newspaper published here, - 
described the hierarchy's plans as "startling". It said the special com- 
mittee of bishops had not yet held its first meeting, but that any decision 
the hierarchy took would depend entirely on its findings. 


Later, a spokesman at Cardinal Heenan's chancery office told newsmen that 

"hundreds" of former Anglican clergymen had turned to Roman Catholicism 

after resigning their benefices. Some had been ordained as Catholic priests 

but others had worked in a lay capacity - and it was to consider ways of 

using these in a clerical capacity that the committee had been established. 
ht EPS, Geneva 
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; DANISH CHURCHES CAMPAIGN TO 
‘SAVE SURPLUS PORK FOR OVERSEAS. NEEDY 


(Copenhagen) ~ Danish Protestant and: Roman Catholic churches are cooperating 
in a massive appeal to raise funds to send surplus pork to needy oversease 


The. campaign is sponsored by Danish Inter-Church Aid, the overseas relief. 
agency of the majority Church of Denmark (Lutheran), with the eeeaianoonen: 
Support of Caritas, the Roman Catholic relief body. Both also have appealed 
for funds from associated agencies abroad thus making the appeal the first 
joint Protestant/Roman Catholic international aid campaign ever launched. 
Caritas funds will be transmitted through Danish inter-Church Aid. 


The appeal, which has ‘received widespread coverage in the Danish press, radio, 
and TV, was formally launched in Lutheran parishes on Sunday. The smaller 
Protestant churches in Denmark also are cooperating. 


The immediate objective is.to raise. funds to enable the. shipment overseas of 
17,000 tons of salted and tinned pork, but the campaign has much deeper. 
Significance, At issue is the whole question of disposal of surplus pork. 

At present there is a surplus production of from two to three million dollars! 
worth each week due in part to failure of Common Market negotiations. Stor- 
age space is exhausted in Denmark and in rented facilities in Germany and 
sweden. The farmers! cooperative export organization has threatened to 
destroy the surplus. pl | 


The Danish churches hope by their appeal not only to raise funds for pro- 
cessing and shipping the surplus overseas, but to bring sufficient. influence 
to bear so that the pork will either be donated,.or sold to them at a greatly 
reduced rate. They hope also this will establish procedures for the hanes 
of future surplus food. 


Church leaders have turned the appeal into a kind of unofficial public poll. 
Records are being kept both of the amounts contributed and of the number of 
Single donations as indication of popular opinion. 


Announcement of the surplus through the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service of the World Council of Churches, with which Danish Inter- 
Church Aid cooperates, has already brought requests from nine countries. 


The first shipment of nine tons is scheduled July 16 to Belgrade for distri- 
bution via church agencies there to victims of the Danube flood disaster, 
Belgrade church officials have asked for a total of from 50 to ‘100 rane 
Other requests have come from church agencies in the Philippines, 


Ghana, Spain, Jamaica, Greece, Korea, Italy, and Burundi. Shipments are 
being organized with the aid of Church World Service, USA, which has pledged 
$10,000..to underwrite the project. Churches in Switzerland and Germany also 


have pledged funds. Transport has been donated by a private Danish air 
company and Shell Oil Company has donated 17,000 litres of free fuel. 


The WCC'ts Inter-Church Aid Divisional Committee in quarterly session ba 
took: note of the unprecedented international cooperation of Roman Catholic 
agencies. . A cable sent to the Danish Inter-Church Aid Committee.welcomed 
the appeal and recorded the Committee's "deep satisfaction with the genero- ~ 
sity of Danish Roman Catholics in support of this appeal", EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE TAKES STEPS TOWARDS 
UNION WITH PRE-CHALCEDONIAN CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - The Ecumenical Patriarchate has taken steps to initiate formal 
dialogue and exchange between the Eastern Orthodox churches and the so- 
called pre-Chalcedonian churches. These are the five ancient Oriental 
Orthodox churches - Armenian, Coptic, Syrian, Ethiopian, and Indian-- which 
separated from the other Eastern Orthodox:churches following the: 

Council of Chalcedon in 451. Pe . 


Formal announcement of the overture made by the Patriarch, "first among 
equals" of Orthodoxy!s leaders, was made here by Metropolitan Emilianos of 
Calabria, representative of the Patriarchate to the World Council ef Churches. 


Metropolitan Emilianos described the initiative as "a landmark on the road to 
the long-desired rapprochement between these churches". He said its aim 
was to "transform ancient enmity into love and charity and conflict into 
fraternal dialogue seeking ultimately a final union". 


Leaders of both the Orthodox churches and the pre-Chalcedonian churches have 
expressed a desire for closer rapprochement, and the Patriarch's proposal 
represents an important first step towards closer relations. 


The Patriarchate'!s proposal was five-fold, Pirst, it said, each of the 
group of churches should establish special theological study commissions to 
x eXamine the issues separating then. These would include the historical ; 
causes of sonflict, as well as present Christological positiens, and doctri- 
nal, historical, canonical, and disciplinary issues. 


The. results of these studies would then be aybniteed to. Re aae toe: of the 
respective churches. They in turn would convene separate assemblies for 
consideration of the reports. These would be followed by the convening of 
parallel pan-Orthodox and pan-pre-Chalcgdonian synods which would formally 
consider the proposals. If approved by these bodies the final step would 
be the convocation of a joint meeting of bishops of the two groups of 
churches and. final union. , BPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
UPHOLDS SEGREGATION 


(Memphis ) - The American Baptist Association has maatiitmoed its stand in 
_ favour of segregation. 


A PRO Lik dr passed by messengers (delegates) at the annual meeting reitera- 
ted "our position as believing that the segregation of the races in social 
activities is of divine order". 


Messengers also directed the Sunday School Committee to start "an advertising 
campaign" to eliminate confusion between the Association and the’ American 
Baptist Convention, because "erroneous identification is very detrimental to 
_the cause of Christ". 


The American Baptist Association is a fellowship of dpalcentant missionary 
Baptist congregations, largely in the South, with a total membership of. 
655,000. The American Baptist Convention, which has more liberal aig 
logical and social views, has 1.6 million members. EPS, Geneva 
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DR. TOLBERT OF LIBERIA ELECTED 
BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE PRESIDENT | 


(Miami Beach, Fla. ) - Dr. William R. Tolbert, Ire; vice-president of the 
Republic of ey has been elected the inet Set president of the 
Baptist World Alliancé. 


_Dr. Tolbert, who is president of the Liberian Baptist Convention, was elected 
without aaa Eee to head the organization which represents 26 million. 
Baptists in 121 sountries. Named with him were nine vice-presidents, one 

of whom also is an African and another an American Negro. 


- The election of Dr. Tolbert was hailed as an epoch-making event. |. Outgoing 
Alliance president Joao Soren, of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, called it an 
"exceptional breakthrough" and an indication that the Alliance "would not be 
pressured into bigotry". 


The Rev. John. W. Williams, of Kansas City, ape new Negro vice- opreevaere wate 
that it was significant that "in the South where there are a majority of 
Baptists, a man of colour was elected without dissenting vote", 


In his. acceptance. Bodeck Dr. Tolbert told the delegates: 


"Whether this consideration of me has been provoked out of eine for ny 
race or it is recognition accorded to the continent of Africa, permit me now 
to state unequivocally that, although this is sufficiently important and . 
duly significant, it is immaterial to me and I am the least affected therenhy. 


“As far as I am concerned, geographical limitations occasioned by nature and 

fixed by man, and racial distinctions caused by skin pigmentation, a divine 

Giateeadagelaes vanish into nothingness in the great economy and plan of our God." 
eure Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN THEOLOGIAN 
ADMONISHES WSCF 


(Johannesburg) - A South African theologian has taken Me ee issue with the 
World Student Christian Federation for its letter to its member bodies 
suggesting that the South African situation is "a threat to world peace" and 
asking them to lend their weight to the campaign for economic sanotions sip 
against the Republic. (EPS No. 36, 1964) | 


Dr. Donald Cragg of the Federal Theolagical Seminary, -Alice, CaP., in an 
"Open Letter to the WSCF", said he did not criticize. the WSCF's condemnation 
of apartheid, but that he "questioned Whether any real good is attained by 
an hysterical, unbalanced outburst which aoes not reflect the 'serious — 
consideration! which is supposed to have preceded the letter". 


4 


The call for economic sanctions, he added, "may be effective as a rallying 
ery, but is hopeless as a political policy". . 


His letter outlined four positive suggestions "for those who are sincere in 
their desire to help South Africa". These were: "Try to understand us, by 
reading not only the books which present: a hostile picture; keep in touch with 
us, giving support and sympathy, as well as reproof where this is. needed; pray 
for.us with prayers informed by knowledge; and lastly come here and help us. 


The final plea was seen as directed particularily to those who turn down 
teaching posts in South African universities because of disapprovel of 
government policies, EPS, Geneva 


—~—— > 
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wec AIDS YUGOSLAV 
FLOOD VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has appealed to its members for 
$100,000 to provide prefabricated housing for at least 100 families whose 
hanes have been destroyed in Vojvodina, Yugoslavia, by flood waters ween the 
River Danube. 


An estimated $80,000,000 worth of damage has been done by the disaster in one 
area where in eight villages 800 houses have been entirely swept away and 
3,500 others so severely damaged that all the inhabitants have had to be 
evacuated, including 18, 000 children and 7,000 mothers and older persons. 


The World Council's appeal was made during a meeting of the Divisional Com- 
mittee on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. Immediately the 
British Council of Churches! Department of Christian Aid responded with 
$10, 000, and Church World Service, New York, with $5,000 for emergency 
housing relief. 


Dr. Leslie EH. Cooke, divisional A eeeon said that what was proposed was a 
project similar to that carried out by the World Council in Yugoslavia after 
the 1964 earthquake when 125 houses in what is known as the UChurches | 
Sector" were built at Skopje. 


He said that the project would be worked out, as the Skopje one had been, in 
collaboration with church authorities, the eta ape ena Red Cross, and civic 
authorities. 


Meanwhile, Church World RECS pat core World Relief have released flour, 
milk powder, cooking oil, and clothing to the value of $200,000 for the 


evacuees. In May, the Lutheran World Federation provided. funds to buy tents 
to shelter temporarily those in the disaster area whose houses had been | 


ai bahandi aia , to \BPS6, Geneve: 


ISRAELI CABINET APPROVES 
SABBATH LAW 


(Jerusalem) - The Israeli Cabinet has approved a draft "Sabbath and Holidays 
Rest Law'' which would make its implementation the responsibility of the 

, Labour Ministry. A government secretary has said the purpose of the Jaw is 
-» EO give legal force to the status quo. | 


' The law would fix the Sabbath as an official rest day as well as several 
religious holidays. However, it would exempt "regular public services", 
medical services, and work defined as "necessary" by the Labour Ministry, 
as well as non-Jews and enterprises owned and run by non-Jews, provided 
they observed their own customary rest days. It also would recognize the 
local | authority of ordinances governing Sabbath regulations. 


The National Religious Party has sought to call the measure: the "Taw for 


' the Sanctification of the Sabbath". However leaders of the Labour and of 


the Worker Parties (Mapai and Ahdut Ha'avoda) insisted it;be called the 
"Sabbath Rest Law", thereby defining it as an item of social legislation 
coming under the Labour Ministry's authority. Under the first definition 
it would have come under the authority of the Ministry for Religious Affairs. 
EPS, Geneva 
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AFRICAN BROADCASTING CONSULTATION 
URGES EXPANDED COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES 


(Enugu, Nigeria) ~ A programme information exchange service; the establish- 
ment of an African Christian news, features, and picture service, and the 
development of facilities in Africa to train personnel in mass communication 
techniques were among recommendations of the Consul tation of African Broad- 
casters and Journalists held here. 


The five-day consultation also called for audience research projects in 
Africa and urged that consultations be held in various parts of Africa to 
arouse churches and church agencies to the importance of the use of broad- 
casting. It suggested that Roman Catholics should be invited to attend such 
meetings as observers. 


Careful study was given to the strategy of training. The consultation re- 
commended this be conducted in three stages: 1) short introduction courses 
organized and financed locally; 2) longer courses, organized on an area 
basis, of two types ~ general and follow-up - which would enable students to 
specialize in one field of religious broadcasting; and 3) scholarship for 


overseas study which would be given for courses not available in Africa, 


and normally only after the student has finished stages one and two listed 
above or their equivalent. 


The consultation was held under the chairmanship of Sir Francis Ibiam, 
governor of Eastern Nigeria and one of the presidents of the World Council 
of Churches, and was attended by 25 broadcasters and journalists from many 
parts of Africa, It was sponsored jointly by the Information Department 
of the WCC and the World Association for Christian Broadcasting. 


In his opening address Sir Francis was critical of the fact that there were 
almost as many non-Africans at the consultation as Africans. He said the 
problem of Christian communication in Africa today must be the concern of 
indigenous Africans, He also warned against making Christian broaicasting 
the preserve of the clergy. EPS, Geneva 


SYDNEY TRANSIT HOSTEL 
FOR REFUGEE FAMILIES 


(Sydney) «+ Through the cooperation of the UN High ioamaeteaas for Refugees, 
the World Council of Churches, and the Australian Council of Churches a six- 
unit transit hostel has been established here for the reception of refugees. 


Finance for the hostel, known as Chester House, was provided by the UNHCR, 
under whose mandate a substantial number of refugees arrive in Australia 
each year. | 


To be administered and directed by the Refugee and World Service Department 
of the Australian Council of Churches, it will provide temporary accommo~ 
dation for refugees while permanent housing is sought. The ACC plans to 
appoint a full-time social worker to assist residents with the many problems 
they face on arrival in Australia. EPS, Geneva 
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LWF LEADERS AUTHORIZE 
FURTHER CONTACTS WITH ROME 


(Geneva) + Plans for intensifying and extending official contacts between the 
Lutheran World Federation and the Roman Catholic Church have been announced 
at LWF headquarters here. 


Until now they have had contacts only at the staff level except for the 
attendance - by invitation - of LWF official observers at the current Vatican 
Council and of Roman Catholic ones at the Federation's 1963 Assembly in 
Helsinki. 


The plans, which were drafted by the LWF general secretary, Dr. Kurt Schmidt- 
Clausen, on the basis of consultations with staff of the Vatican Secretariat 
for the Promotion of Christian Unity, were approved by the Federation's Exeo- 
utive Committee at its June meeting in Arusha, Tanzania. 


"Representatives of the Roman Gatholics", Dr. Schmidt-Clausen reported, 
“thought it well to have a joint consultation where the principles, shape and 
scope of future liaison contacts should be discussed - such a consultation 
involving others besides staff". 


The Executive Committee agreed not only that the staff-level contacts be 
"continued and intensified", but also that there be a consultation of a 
"joint working group" consisting of representatives of the Catholic Church 
and the LWF. 


The Federation's seven-man delegation is to be led by Bishop Hermann Dietzfel- 
binger of Munich, head of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria and board 
chairman of the Lutheran Foundation for Inter-Confessional Research. An 
observer from the World Goat x of Churches will attend the sessions. 

EPS, Geneva 


JAPAN RALLY PROTESTS AGAINST 
NUCLEAR TESTING BY CHINA 


(Tokyo) - A large rally protesting against nuclear weapons' production and 
testing by the People's Republic of China was held here under the auspices of 
"The People's Assembly Protesting China's Nuclear Testing". Chairman of the 
committee in charge was Dr. Masatoshi Marsushita, a prominent Christian 
leader who is president of Rikkyo University, an CCPC Church- related 
institution. 


/ 


Speakers at the rally took issue with the Chinese government's claim that it 
was developing nuclear weapons in self-defence, If that were true, they said, 
all countries, including Japan, should possess nuclear weapons. EPS, Geneva 


FAO DIRECTOR-GENERAL CONFERS WITH 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES! OFFICIALS 


(Geneva) _ Dr. B.R. Sen, director-general of the United Nations! Food and 
Agricultural Organization, Rome, met with Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general 
secretary, and other officials of the World Council of Churches at WCC heen 
quarters at the Ecumenical Centre here on Friday, July 9. 


The visit was in the nature of a courtesy call but leaders of the two world 
bodies discussed possibilities of continuing WCC participation in FAO's | 
second Freedom From Hunger campaign. The WCC.has cooperated closely in the 
first five-year campaign. EPS, Geneva 
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"RE—BAPTISM" OF PRESIDENT'S 
DAUGHTER STIRS CONTROVERSY 


(Vatican City) - The "re-baptism" of Miss Luci Baines Johnson, daughter of 
the U.S. President has had a "regrettable effect" on the ecumenical 
movement, a spokesman for the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity said here, 


“Father Thomas Stransky, an American member of the Secretariat, said the 
problem centred on the President's daughter's baptism and not on her 
conversion from the Episcopal to the Roman Catholic Church. 


"Baptism +s assumed unless there is a very good reason to believe an earlier 
paptism is not valid",. Father Stransky said. "Certainly baptism by the 
Episcopalian Church is a valid baptisn. Normally a convert to Catholicism 
from the Episcopalian Church would only take the profession of the faith." 


The Rev. James Montgomery, of Washington, D.C., who performed the "re- , 
baptism", while declining tc answer specific criticisms, said: the rite was 
pe¥formed at the express request of the President's daughter. 


The Second Vatican Council's Declaration on Ecumenism underlines the validity 
of non-Catholic baptism in several passages and speaks of the "one 

baptism" as being the real ground of mutual recognition between separated © 
Christians. ' . EPS, Genevas 


LUTHERANS-CATHOLICS IN USA BEGIN 
TALKS ON NICENE CREED 


(Baltimore) - Seventeen Lutheran and Roman Catholic churchmen met here for 
two days.(July 6-7) to examine their churches' interpretations of the "Status 
of the Nicene Creed as Dogma of the Church". It was the first official 
theological consultation ever undertaken by the two communions in Americas 
(EPS No. 21). 


The creed is used in both the Lutheran and Catholic sacraments of the 
Lord's Supper. fr 


The main points of the discussion were summarized in a joint statement 
issued at the close of the meeting by the eight Lutheran and nine Catholic 
participants. ae 


"We confess in common the Nicene Faith", it said in part, "and therefore | 
hold that the Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was made man, suffered, died, 
and rose again for our salvation, is true God; that He is from God the 
Father as Son, and that the Holy Spirit, together with the Father and the 
Son,‘is to be worshipped and plorified",” y 


Representatives of both groups hailed the meetings as "a major ecumenical 
encounter", but emphasized that they are "strictly at the level of scholars 
talking together", They noted that they cannot: obligate their respective 
churches to any understanding or agreement arrived at in the consultation, 


The conversations are being sponsored by the National Lutheran :Council, in 
its capacity as the USA Committee for the Lutheran World Federation, and the 
U.S. Catholic Bishops Commission for Houmenical Affairs. 


Exploration of the Nicene Creed, with emphasis on the article "one baptism 


for the remission of sins'', will be continued at the second meeting, ‘ 
scheduled for next February... . EPS, Genevar 
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EAST, WEST CHURCHMEN STUDY 
BASES FOR WORLD PEACE 


. (Geneva) - The possibilities of developing bases for work for world peace 


which are mutually acceptable to Christians in Eastern and Western Europe 
were explored by 100 theologians, church leaders, and laymen from 28 
Huropean and North American nations at a six-day conference here. 


The consultation on "God's Reconciling Work.Among the Nations Today" was 
held under the auspices of the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical 
Institute at nearby Bossey. 


Participants were almost equally divided between nations of Hast and West 
and included the largest number from Hastern European countries ever to 


‘attend a meeting at the Institute. 


They came from 14 churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, Old 
Catholic, and Roman Catholic traditions. 


They represented views of the churches! concern for peace ranging from 
those of the Prague Peace Conference to the pacifist positions of the 
“historic peace churches" and the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


A major portion of conference time was given to study of the theological 
presuppositions which should guide the churches! cooperative work for 
peace. The first three sets of lectures dealt with: the Biblical concept 
of reconciliation; the rich variety of contemporary church-state ~ 
relationships; and the meaning of the prophetic word of God and its 
relevance to the world situation. The final series dealt with the 
practical contributions the church can make, 

The conference was not intended to come up with any clear-cut answers, but 
was envisaged as an experiment in bringing together Christians from very 
different social, political, and theological backgrounds to discuss the 
issues. 


Conference discussions, however, revealed unanimity at several points. 


Participants agreed that the reconciling work of the churches is not of 


secondary importance, but belongs to the very essence of their Life. They 
agreed also that the peace that Christ gives through His churches is of a 


“ specific and unique character, that this cannot be identified with a 


specific political or humanitarian view of life, and that, therefore, it is 
impossible for any church to have a valid pre-conceived view of eene of 
the prevailing systems of government of either Bast or West. 


The communication of the ‘specific gift of Christian reconciliation to the 
equally secularized worlds of Hast and West was a major tcpic of discussion 
but no clear direction emerged. However, it was generally agreed that 
there can be no peace without justice and freedom, and that the relation 

of Hast and west in Europe cannot be viewed in isolation, but must be seen 
in the total world context of developed and developing nations, poverty, 
racial injustice, and other problems. 


The meeting was the third in a series held under Institute auspices to 
promote better understanding between churchmen of East and West. The last 
one took place at Bossey in 1962 on the understanding of spirituality in - 
Bastern Orthodox and Western traditions. EPS, Genevaa 
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NEW DEVELOPMENT LOAN FUND 
TO AID CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - A new procedure for providing funds on an ecumenical basis 
for church-sponsored projects was approved in principle by the World. 
Council of Churches! Divisional Committee on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service, .,in quarterly session here. 


The Committee approved the establishment of a Development Loan Fund for 
which $250,000 will be sought. Under the arrangement loans would be 
limited to 25 per cent of the total cost of a project and would not exceed 
$10,000 for any one project. Repayments would carry a 3 per cent per 
annum interest rate to cover administrative costs and to build up reserves 
in the country where the projects are located. 


Previously support through the Division had been given as a gift. The aim 
of the new arrangement is to foster a fceling of independence among the 
churches receiving aid. 


Administrative responsibility for the Fund will be handled by ECLOF (The 
Ecumenical Church Loan Fund), an independent agency which works closely » 
with the WCC, Divisional staff has been instructed to work out procedures 
and report to the Committee when it meets in November, 


At that meeting the Committee will draw up criteria for projects to receive 
aid through the new body, and will also study the problem of making. loans 
for projects. in countries which have no national ECLOF committee. 

EPS, Geneva. 


SWISS PASTORS WARN AGAINST 
‘ JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 


(Basle) ~ The Pastors Association of eae s has issued a warning to 
Protestants in the area about Jehovah's Witnesses who are scheduled 
to hold their European Conference in the city next month. 


“The perseverance with which Jehovah's Witnesses hold to their oonviotion, 
the enthusiasm with which they defend it, and the sacrifices which they 
make, put us to shame", the message said. "We cannot reproach them for 
these things; we rather regard them as a challenge to us to be more loyal, 
“more enthusiastic, and more ready to sacrifice ourselves for the sake of 
the Christian message. 


"Nevertheless it is a fact", it added, "that Jehovah's Witnesses misuse the 
message of the Bible by the arbitrary way in which they interpret it. 
They claim that mercy is extended only to Jehovah's Witnesses and all other 


men are damned. This reveals a lack of charity...a self-righteousness and 


arrogance which are completely incompatible with the spirit of Jesus 
Christ." . EPS, Genevase 


NEPAL PASTOR FREED 
AFTER FOUR YEARS 


(London) - The Bible and Medical Missionary Fellowship has announced that 

Pastor Prem Prandham who has been in prison in Nepal for the past four and 
a half years was released by Royal Pardon on the King's birthday, June ll. 
He had been sentenced to six years for baptising converts. 


About 150 people attended a "welcome meeting" for him held at a church on 
the day of his release, He spoke briefly at the meeting and asked for. 
continued prayer. 


There are about 250 Christians in Nepal and six or seven pastorss 
BPS, Genevas 
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CHURCH IN USA SYNOD URGES 
UNITY AT FUNCTIONAL LEVEL 


(Chicago) - Christian unity at a functional level, without waiting for 
formal merger of church structures, was advocated by the United Church 
of Christ's General Synod here. 


"Where the witness of the church can be strengthened by working together, 
we believe that the institutional self-interest of the United Church of 
Christ and its member congregations is expendable", declared a report on 
ecumenicity. | Bon 

"Where new forms of ministry are being shaped, we- believe that the United 
Church of Christ and its congregations ought first to explore the 
possibilities of ecumenical action", the report continued, 


"In places where denominational competitiveness obstructs the effective 
ministry of the church, we believe action is necessary to eliminate this 
barrier....We encourage the leaders of the United Church of Christ to 
assess our own policies and to confront other denominations as persistently 
as possible with the challenge to abolish denominational aggrandizement in 
local communities." | 


In another session the Synod adopted a much debated resolution urging the 
Ue®e governnent "to take a positive position in consulting with other 
nations on how the People's Republic of China may be brought into the 
United Nations". 


It asked the American people "to make known to their governnent their 
Willingness to. support positive economic and cultural programmes with 
the People's Republic of China". | EPS, Geneva. 


UeS. BRETHREN CRITICAL 
OF VIETNAM POLICY 


(Océan Grove, N.J.) — United States policy in Victnam has turned "a breadth 
and depth of world opinion" against the USA, declared a resolution on thé 
international situation. adopted here by tho 179th Annual Conference of 

the Church of the Brethren. ; 


While expressing its belief that peace with justice and freedom is the 
ultimate goal of U.S. foreign policy, the delegates warned that present 
policy in Victnw: --~ the cold war, and unilateral military action -- 
"tends to escalate us into world war", EPS, Genevas 


BURMA GIVES ASSURANCE NO TAKE-OVER 
OF SEMINARIES 


(Rangoon) -.A spokesman for the Burmese Revolutionary Government has assured 
Roman Catholic authorities here that the government has no intention of 
interfering with the organization of the church's seminarics, because 
establishments for the training of church personnel concern only the church. 


However, while the seminaries may continue to recruit students and teach - 
whatever subjects they like, they will not be allowed to confer any 
educational certificate or present their students for examination in state 
schools. . 


On April 1 the governnent took over 129’ middle and high schools belonging 
te Roman Catholic or Protestant groups and it had been feared that ~ 
. seminaries might also come under government control, EPS, Geneva.e 
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DRe ANDRE APPEL ELECTED 
LWF GENERAL SECRETARY 


(Geneva) - Dr. André Appel of Strasbourg, France, has accepted election 
as the general’ secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, it was announced 
at LWF headquarters here on July 14. 


The 43-year-old clergyman of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession of Alsace and Lorraine secceeds a German, Dr. Kurt Schmidt—Clausen, 
who after nearly five years as chief staff officer of the Federation, will 
return to his home Lutheran Church of Hannover this autumn to-become a 
headquarters executive. 


Dr. Appel has been pastor of the Temple Neuf church in Strasbourg since 
last September. Before that he was for eight years general Basten ek of 
the Protestant Fédersation of Frances 


His election as LWF general secretary, which is to take effect around the 
turn of the year, is for a term up to the Federation's next assembly, 
scheduled for 1969. BPS, Genevas 


USSR BANS IMPORT 
OF BIBLES 


€ iw 


(Hamburg) - A YMCA group from Hamburg reported on return here from a tour 
of the Soviet Union that they had to bring back all the Bibles they had 
taken with them to give away as presents. 


Members.of the group said it was explained to them that Bibles printed in 
Russian were "not desired" in the Soviet Union as gifts from the West, 
and that it was prohibited tc import Bibles as they are sans jeunes he as 
"propaganda". 


They said they had been officially informed that there were plenty of r 
Bibles on sale in Russia, but had been unable to discover a single Bible 
for sale anywhere in their visit. - » EPS, Genevae 


BRITISH METHODISTS BACK 
UNION PLANS WITH ANGLICANS 


(Plymouth) —~ British Methodists in annual conference here voted by a 
majority of 601 to 14 in favour of sesking closer relations with Anglicans. 


By a smaller majority (488-137) the Conference, after a six-hour debate, 
also gave general approval, with certain reservations, to the main 
proposals of the joint Anglican-Methodist Conversations Report published 
two years agoes 


The provisions were that before full communion is established between the 
two churches there must be opportunity for clarification of any points in 
the Report the Conference might require; and consideration of any 
amendments submitted by districts and synods, 


(The Anglican Convocations of Canterbury and York earlier had voted by large 
majorities to go ahead with negotiations. ) 


in another session the Methodist Conference went on record in opposition 
to UsS. military. policy in Vietnam and called on Great Britain to 5 
"disassociate" itself from the American stand. EPS, Genevas 
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REFORMED ALLIANCE AND 
ROMAN CATHOLIC RELATIONS 


(Baguio City, Philippines) - The 3l-member Executive Committee of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches in a six-day session here agreed to 
encourage member churches to engage in conversations with the Roman 
Catholic Church in their own area, side by side and in solidarity with 
other Protestant churches. 


However, it said no direct conversations between the Reformed and Roman 

. Catholic Churches at a world level are to be initiated at present. Full 
support is given to the World Council of Churches!s initiative in 
preliminary discussions with Roman Catholic representatives. 


The meeting, the first held by the Committee in Asia, welcomed three new 
member churches - two of them in Indonesia and the other in Malaysia. They 
were the Malaysia Synod of the Chinese Christian Church, the Protestant 
Church in Indonesia, the largest Protestant church in Asia with nearly dene) 
million members, and the Christian Church of East Java. This brings’ 
Alliance membership to 101 churches. EPS, Genevae 


IN BRIEF 


Iwo of Canada's three Lutheran groups have voted favourably on the 
formation of a new cooperative intra-Lutheran agency to be called ''The 
Lutheran Council in Canada". They are the American Lutheran Church, and 
the Lutheran Church in American-Canada Section, The third - the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod - must still take a series of actions before giving 
final approval. 


x ¥ * 


Two Swedish Lutherans have become novices at the Catholic Benedictine 
Monastery of Kloster Erlach, near Linz, Austria, while themselves remaining 
Lutherans. When they finish their novitiate they plan to return to Sweden 
and start a Lutheran religious community which will follow the Benedictine 
rule, i 


* * * 


The American Jewish Committee has sent President Johnson a statement 
expressing its solidarity with the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul and 
the Greek Orthodox minority in Turkey. 


ci % * 


The Government parliamentary group today decided that sunday should remain 
a holiday in Ceylon and that the weekly Buddhist Poya day, which is 
variable should also be a holiday. Karlier, a committee recommended 

that Sunday should be a working day and that the weekly Poya day and the 
half day preceding it should constitute the weekly holidaye There have 
been various proposals by different organizations and the Government 
group's decision, although welcomed in business circles for commercial 
reasons may yet be subject to opposition from pressure ELOUPS » 


* * ris 
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Churches in New Mexico (USA) are leading the war against poverty in the 
state. The state Council of Churches has received the largest. allocation 
of funds to date. for New Mexico - a grant of $1,360,313 - from the Office 
of Economic Opportunity, the U.S. governmental agency administering the | 
anti-poverty funds. - 


*  * * 


A team of five Japanese Christians will leave Tokyo by plane for New York 
on July 20 to discuss with church and government leaders in the United States 
ways.of securing a peaceful settlement of the war in Vietnam. The mission 
is being sent by the Japan Christian Council for Peace in Vietnam, a private, 
voluntary organization ‘which includés: among its membership many prominent 
Christian leaders in Japan, 

* “ x 
Delegates from 32 churches, including the Roman Catholic Church, attended... 
a récent’ two-day national conference in Durban, South Africa, On Vthe. a4 
problems of polygamy, organized by the Christian Council of ‘South Africa. 
It was one of ‘the most fully representative conferences of South African 
churches ever held, 


Sess AMR sa 


Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Meliton of Heliopolis and Theira, a member of i 
the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul, has been 

received in private audience by Pope Paul VI. The occasion marked the 
second time this year that the pontiff has received a high dignitary of 

the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Last February, he was visited by Metropolitan © 
Meliton ‘and Mctropolitan Chrysostom of Myra, in their respective capacities 
as president and secretary of the Third Pan-Orthodox Conference held at 
Rhodes, Greeces 


* tr * 


The Secretariat for the Office of Chasen and Race | of the Protestant Council 
of the City of New York, has endorsed a proposal to. the City's Council to 
establish a boa rd independent of the police depa rtment to review civilian 
complaints against the police. Dr. Benjamin F. Payton, director of the 
Office of Church and Race, said that "the creation at this time of sucha 
board would clear the climate of mistrust and hatred which infects the 
attitudes of the vast majority of members of the Be oie and teehee Rican 
communities regarding the.police", 


* * %. 
The Rev. Adam Hecker, superintendent of The Methodist Church in Hungary, 


has completed a three-week visit to the USA seeking to develop closer ties 
of fellowship and understanding between the Methodists of the two countries. 


Bh Ue 
The Burmese government has ordered the nationalization of the,four major 


Protestant missionary hospitals. -A few months ago all church-related 
schools were nationalized. . 


* # x 
Two missionaries of the United Church of Christ (USA), Mr. and Mrs. Lester 
Weiner, have been declared "prohibited immigrants" and given two weeks to 


leave Rhodesia, They have appealed to the Prime Minister. The government 
has given no reason for the deportation order. EPS, Genevae . 


* x * 
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REPORT ON EVANGELISM 
IN WEST AFRICA 


(Yaoundé, Cameroun) - Preliminary results of a four-month study of 21 
nations of West and Equatorial Africa undertaken as a guide to churches and 
missions in their evangelism programmes were reported to an ad-hoc 
consultation on the "Evangelization of West Africa Today" held here in 

late June. 


The survey by a three-man team covered: Cameroun, Central African . . 
Republic, Chad, Congo (Brazzaville), Dahomey, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Ivory Coast, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Portuguese Guinea, _ 
Senegal, Sierra Leone,- Spanish Equatorial Africa, Togo, and the Upper 
Volta. 


The study, while indicating numcrous unexpected trends in church growth and 
evangelism in the area, revealed some awesome problems ahead for the churches 


For instances 


~ The "population explosion" in the area is estimated at 30,000 a week - 
or 1.6 million a year, an increase each week of about 15,000 in the Muslim 
community, 10,000 in animistic society, and only 6,000 in Christian 
communities (4,000 Roman Catholic; 2,000 Protestant). 


~ There is a plethora of Christian bodies at work in the area ~ more than 
180 denominations and mission agencies (mostly the latter) - giving the 
impression, despite the fact that many of them are confessionally linked, 
of "a vast confused network of unrelated organizations", 


- Seven nations, in which the percentage of Muslims varics from 60 to 100 
per cent are definitely "resisant to evangelization". These are Gambia, 
tuinea, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Portuguese Guinea, and Senegal. 


- There are at least 50 distinct areas which are "under-evangelized, 
incompletely evangelized, or totally unevangelized". 


- There is an alm@st complete absence of evangelistic thrusts (by 
autonomous churches) across international frontiers» 


The report listed as the nations showing the most promising potential for 
evangelistic outreach: Cameroun, Ghana, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, ~ these 
by virtue of the fact that each has 60 national pastors per million 
population, in "marked contrast" to the other 17 nations which have less 
than ten pastors per million population. 


The study described as "one of the most remarkable phenomena. esethe 
spontaneous northward expansion of so-called separatist churches", These 
churches are establishing congregations in large Muslim cities of the north, 
as well as in numerous small towns. Since their membership is estimated 

at 700,000 in the 21 nations "this northward thrust, involving such a strong 
evangelizing community, constitutes a major missionary achievement", 


Consultation consideration of the study results was made in the framework 
of study of the 'Book of Acts! description of Apostolic preaching to the 
Gentiles which provided new insights about the way the Gospel must be 
preached in Africa, the report said. 


"Our understanding of the significance of Pentecost highlights the tragedy 
of churches which preach the Gospel. fully and faithfully - but only to 
themselves", it declared. 
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From consultation discussions came several specific recommendations 

including: ) 

~ The churches should seck means to cross denominational and international 
frontiers in order to spread the Word of God in neighbouring countries. 


—~ Churches and missions should invite the help of autonomous churches in 
West Africa and should consider setting up teams - preferably inter- 
national and interdenominational - under African leadership "to endeavour 
to plant self-support indigenous churches.,.within a definite period of 
tinc, perhaps ten years". 


- Mission boards and societies must "declare that they are anxious to see 
churches and missions, irrespective of denomination, enter unevangelized 
areas with the Gospel, working wherever possible under existing churches 
without introducing new denominations". 


~ Baptism must be seen "as a point of departure for the new ae and "on 
no account should it be made’ to appear as a kind of diploma attesting 
that the convert knows all about God and the practice of his faith. 
We cannot approve of churches demanding as requirement before baptism... 
the learning of the catechism for two or three years, the establishing of 
new social relationships, especially as regards. polygamy, the attainment 
of a high level of morality confirmed by a long trial period, or the 
rule that the convert must make plain his adherence to the church 
through payment of a required sbuscription". | 


- Preaching» "Legalistic and negative preaching especially in areas where 

' taboos play an important part in life...cannot but result in a distorted 
understanding of the Gospel. Jesus Christ alone, and not a moral code, 
can transform the life of a man who accepts the Gospel message." 


- Polygamy. "Purther unpre judiced study is required... We can find, no 
Scriptural justification for such practices as admitting polygamous 
converts to baptism but not to’ communion." While the church has 
always assumed monogamy to be "the form of marriage God wills ...the 
New Testament has little or nothing to say about polygamy." 


The bi-lingual (French and English) Consultation was held under the joint 
Chairmanship of Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, and of Pastor Jean Kotto, 
president of the Evangelical Church of the Cameroun. Twenty—seven - 
‘participants from 12 countries took parte Survey results have been sent 
to the All Africa Conference of Churches. 


(Copies of the full text of the report are available). EPS, Genevas 


MALAGASY CHRISTIANS TAKE UP 
BIBLE SOCIETY WORK 


(Tannanarive) ~ Malagasy. Christians me ned the 130th anniversary of the 
publication of the Malagasy Bible - the first Bible ever produced in 
Africa - at a ceremony here at which the responsibility for Bible work was 
officially turned over to the new Malagasy Bible Society. 


some 7,000 persons attended the open-air service which marked the Pod itiee, 
of the national society. Later there was a service of commemoration held 
at the place where during the times of persecution in the last century 
Christians had hidden their Bibles. Until now the direction of the Bible 
work in Madagascar has been largely in the hands of overseas agencies. 
EPS, Genevas 
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NEW LOOK IN STUDIES 
OF FAITH AND ORDER - 


(Bad Searow, DDR) - A new. look in studies being carried out under auspices 
.of the Faith: and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches was 
reported at the Commission's Working Committee heres 


In contrast with.former. pattern in which study was done by a small number of 
large international theological commissions, it is now being carried out by 
small regional groups in various parts of the world. 


More than a dozen such. studies are now underway dealing with such topics as 
the ministry, the eucharist, creation and new creation, and the relation 
between the Holy Spirit and the Church, several specialized studies also 
are being made by individual researchers or small groups of scholars. 


The meeting here was the 24-member Working Committee's first in the DDR. 

Arrangements were made by the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID). 

Members of the Committee preached in various churches in the area, and 

also were guests at an official reception given by DDR government officials. 
EPS, Geneva. 


CHYLON'S EDUCATORS AND CHURCH LEADERS 
PROTEST AGAINST EDUCATION LEGISLATION 


(Columbo, Ceylon) ~ Ceylonese Protestant, ee and Roman Catholic 
leaders have joined with a large group of the nation's educators in 
protesting against discriminatory legislation and administrative orders 
against private schools, their teachers, and pupils. 


A statement issued following a meeting held under auspices of the All 
Geylon Union of Teachers defended the right of existence of private schools, 
their right to levy fees, and the rights of their teachers to have security 
of tenure, full pension and other benefits - all of which, it said, are 
denied private schools under existing legislation. 


The statement called for the appointment of a national education commission 
with the assistance of the UN or UNESCO to review the present system — 
seeking "a democratic control of education and not bureaucratic control". 


It was signed by representatives of the Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, 
and Baptist Churches, as well'as aoe ee os five educators! associations. 
Nie EPS, Geneva. 


PRELATEH SEES LIMITATION OF RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY IN CATHOLIC SPAIN 


(Madrid) - The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Madrid said here that if and 
when a law on religious liberty is passed | in Spain, it must not aheeoy the 
nation's Catholic unity. 


Archbishop Casimiro Morcillo Gonzalez, pepe at Vich, Catalonia, said it 
was "difficult to draw from Holy Scripture a conclusion favourable to 
complete religious libertye 


"Ecumenism and socialization, international relations and the general welfare 
of the universal church, though not theological or philosophical reasons, 
may", he said, in an apparent allusion to the late Pope John XXIII's en- 
cyclical, Mater et Magistra, "render advisable, and perhaps do render ad- 
visable, the promulgation of a law regarding religious liberty in Spain, with 
reasonable limitations imposed by morality and public order’, 


However, if the statute is passed, he added, "it must not mean a break in 
Catholic unity, The state must continue to be confessionally Catholic." 
wee EPS, Geneva. 
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HACC OFFICERS OUTLINE FOUR-POINT 
PLAN TO END VIETNAM WAR 


(Bangkok) ~ Officers of the East Asia Christian Conference have sent a. 
letter to the national councils of churches in the USA and Britain suggest- 
ing a four-point plan for seeking settlement of the war in Vietnam. 


They asked council leaders to do Nall in your power to share with those — 
entrusted with the making of decisions" in their country the HACC proposals. 


They said they had been heartened by the increasing consensus of opinion 
about Vietnam among Asians and by the fact that present U.S. policy has been 
seriously questioned in the USA particularly by leaders. of the church and 
academic community. 


The four points of the letter were: . 


1. We do not believe that any viable solution to the problem in Vietnam 
can be worked out unless the point of departure is the simple fact 
that Vietnam is one country. Thé line of demarkation between North 

‘and South Vietnam is a cease-fire line only. 


2. it is not possible to arrest a Nationalist Movement at mid-point. 
When the French left Vietnam, some way should have been found to 
set the whole of Vietnam free. 


3. As we see it, three things have to be settled simultaneously around 
the negotiating table: 


- The Unification of Vietnam; 


- The guarantee of true freedom for all citizens in Vietnan, 
whatever their religion or political conviction; 


_.. = The independence of Vietnam in relation to its neighbours. 

4. It may be that there will be need for three parallel negotiations: : 
- between the contending parties in South Vietnam; 
- between South and North Vietnam; 


«between all in’térested powers who will guarantee the accords 
arrived:at in the previous negotiations. 


It was signed by: Dr. D; G. Moses, chairman, India; Dre I. Omura, - 
vice-chairman, Japan; Dr. D. T. Niles, general secretary, Ceylon; 
U. Kyaw Than, associate general secretary, Burma. EPS, Geneva. 


CHURCH PROJECT AIDS 
NEEDY IN HONDURAS 


(La Lima, Honduras) -~ More than 100 carefully trained Christian young people, 
doctors, and a few ministers are at work in 20 villages in rural Honduras 

in. an unprecedented ten-week project which has as its goal the inoculation 
of half a million persons. 


The teams are administering drugs ape net Holiomya le tual TB, typhoid, 
whooping cough, and tetanus, and oral drugs against intestinal germs.. 


The project is béing sponsored by the River Oaks Baptist Church of Huston, 
Texas. The volunteers — about half of them Baptist, and the rest Presbyt- 
erian, Episcopal, Methodist and Roman Catholic:-- are living. among : the: °° 
villagers they work to help. 


The medical aid is in line with the emphasis of ‘pie tienameen My e. 
which has sree Segue at the Cohre of its list of immediate needs.- © 


partial Geneva. ut 
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NEW WCC STAFF 
APPOINTMENTS 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has announced several new staff 
appointments. They are: ‘ahh 


fr. Nikos Nissiotis, a Greek Orthodox lay theologian, has been named 

Director of the’ WCC's Hcumenical Institute and Dean of the Graduate School 
of Ecumenical Studies at Bossey, near Geneva,» The appointment is effective 
August 1, 1966. He will succeed Dr. H. H. Wolf who has held the position 
since 1955. Dr. Nissiotis has served on the Institute staff since 1958 

and since 1962 as one of its two associate directors and Professor at the 
Graduate School. 


He studied at the Universities of Athens, “urich, and Basle, and holds 
degrees from the Universities of Athens, and Leuvesin, Bolgiun, and x’ doctorate 
of divinity from the Faculty of Theology of Athens University. He (1s" the 
author of several books in Greek, as well as of nearly 50 articles in 
English, Hrench, and German on systematic theology. 


The Rev. Matti Joensuu, of Helsinki, Finland, has been named director of the 
Department on the Co-operation of Men and Women in Church, Family and 
society. He. will succeed Dr. Madeleine Barot, who has headed the Department 
since 1952, Dr. Barot has accepted a position in the WCC!s Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, Mr. Joensuu has been 

executive secretary of the Committee for Family Affairs of the Church of 
Finland (lutheran). The appointment is effective September 1, of this 

year. 


The Rev. Graeme Jackson, a British Methodist missionary in Ceylon, has been 
named Asia Secretary. of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. He 
will succeed Dr. Harry Haines, who is now working with the Bceerd of 

World Missions of The Methodist Church (USA). Mr. Jackson, the son of 
missionary parents, has served for the past ten years as pastor of a 
Methodist congregation in Marara, Ceylon. The appointment is effective in 
January 1966. 


The Rev. Walter J. Hollenweger, a Swiss Reformed pastor who for the past 
year has been study director of.the Evangelical Academy at Mannedorf, aurich, 
has been named executive secretary of the Department on Studies in’ 
Evangelism. He succeeds Dr. Hans Margull who has resigned to accept a 
guest professorship at Union Theological Seminary and Dnshisha School of 
Theology, Kioto. The appointment is effective immediately. EPS, Geneva. 


WCC NOW HAS 214 FULL MEMBER AND 
BIGHT ASSOCIATE MEMBER CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches now has a total of 214 full member 
and eight associate member churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, 

and Old Catholic traditions in more than 80 countries. The "associate 

members" are so designated because they have fewer than 10,000 members. 


The present number was confirmed at meetings of the’ WCC!s, Executive 
Committee here, The new member churches were received at the WCCts Central 
Committee meeting held in Enugu, Nigeria, in January, but the WwCC 
constitution requires that names be circulated to all member churches and 
final approval be given only six months later if no objection is received 
from one-third or more of the constituency. HPS, Geneva. 
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WORLD JEWISH LEADERS SEEK 
TO SET UP BODY IN USSR 


(Strasbourg, France) - World Jewish leaders are pursuing a quiet series of 
talks with Soviet diplomats to bring about the creation of a central body to 
represent the Jews of the Soviet Union and to participate in international 


Jewish affairs, the New York Times reports. 

Participants in discussions here, it said, while stressing that no concrete 
results have yet been achieved, declared themselves encouraged by Russian 
willingness to talk and by indications that the issue is being discussed 
within the Soviet government. 


According to Dr. Nahum Goldmann, president of the World Jewish Congress, 
Russian officials are showing "more understanding than in previous years" 
for the Jewish point of view. Dr. Goldmann is reported to have discussed 
the demands for a central Soviet Jewish organization with Sovict ambassadors 
in many countries in recent months. 


The establishment of a central organization of Soviet Jews is sought 
primarily because it would imply recognition of the Jewish minority as having 
equal stature with other national minorities. The right of such a body to 
participate in intcrnational Jewish meetings, not necessarily as a branch of 
the World Jewish Congress, Dr. Goldmann said, would be equivalent to. the 
association of the Russian Orthodox Church with the World Council of 
Churches. EPS, Genevas 


MAORIS URGED TO GREE 
‘WHITE ONLY! SPORTS THAM 


(Auckland) —~ The moderator of the New Zealand Presbyterian Church has urged 
the nation's Maoris to open their homes in hospitality to members of, the 
all-white Springbok rugby team from South Africa now touring New Zealand. 


In a sermon before the Presbyterian Maori Synod, Mr. Norman Perry, a 
layman, said the visit of the racially restricted South African team 
offered an opportunity to share "the spirit and good things of our family 
life". 


The visitors "oome from a divided family", Mr. Perry said. "We have a duty 
not only to judge issues affecting us, but also to show caring concern at 
the division in the family which is causing so much heartbreak to millions." 


New Zealand churches have long been concerned about problems raised by 
segregated South African athletic teams in events in which New Zealanders 
are involved, Last year Christian leaders protested against a tour. of 

New Zealand by the South African cricket team which observed the "apartheid" 
policy of its homeland while on tour, New Zealand teams playing in South 
Africa have been obliged to use only white players, have been barred from 
playing non-white teams, and Have had to play on grounds where non-white 
spectators were segregated or totally excluded. BPS, Genevas 


- 


BRITISH METHODISTS ENDORSE 
UNION TALKS WITH U.S. CHURCH 


(Plymouth) - British Methodists in concluding their annual conference here, 
appointed a commission to confer on possible union with the Methodist Church 
in the United States. 


Last year the Conference received a request from the USA church suggesting 
exploration of the possibility of union. Dr. Eric Baker, British Confer- 
ence chairman, told delegates here that a committee which had studied the 
request had voted unanimously to accept the U.S. proposal that eight 
representatives to meet with the Americans had been nominated. EPS, Genevae 
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CHURCHMEN CRITICIZE AUSTRALIA 
FOR ‘ESCALATION! OF CONFLICT 


(Sydney) = A number of prominont. clergy here have written to Prime Minister 
Robert Menzies expressing fear that "Australia, through its Prime Minister, 
is being led into a tragic escalation of the Vietnam war". 


The text of the letter, which has been distributed for publication through- 
out Australia said in part: 


"The Australian Prime Minister has said: 'We are at war.! We asks Does 
there exist in international law a state of war? 


"If so, against what government or nation is it being waged? If we are at 
war, by whom has it been declared and when? Has the state of war been 
declared by (the) Cavinet on ie tt personal decision? We ask by what 
constitutional right a Prime Minister of Australia speaks in such terms? 


"The Prime Minister has stated that all peace rallies held in Australia — 
have been organized by Communists, As Christian ministers: who have been 
active in planning and conducting peace gatherings we ask: On what grounds 
does the Prime Minister make such charges? Is the Prime Minister attempting 
to gilence public debateand to regiment, by fear, the free people: of 
Australia? Does the Prime Minister wish, as the leader of a democracy, to 
discourage discussion of the issues of foreign policy?" ,. . 


Signers of the letter included; the former Anglican Bishop of Armidale, 

the Rt. Rev. J. S. Moyes; the vice-president of the Congregational Union of 
Australia, the Rev. J. Bryant; Dr. Alan Walker, superintendent of the Central 
Methodist Mission, and other Congregational, Baptist, and Presbyterian 
churchmen. — EPS, Geneva. 


INDIAN CONSULTATION 
STUDIES PACTIONALISM 


(Rajpur, Dehra Dun, India) - Factionalism ~ itscauses and aims, the way it 
expresses itself, its leadership, and the loyalty of its members ~ was 
discussed by a group of 18 sociologists, pastors, and other church workers 
at an exploration consultation held at the Christian Retreat and Study 
Centre here. 


A communique said discussions indicated a consensus that factions generally 
arose out of feeling of distrust and dissatisfaction and that these in turn 
were exploited on the basis of common background or‘interests such as caste, 
language, and family affiliations. oe get 


"Factions are certainly not beyond the redemptive activity of God", it 

said, "and could be used by Him for pointing our errors and holding the lust 
for power in check. Sometimes they could also bring in new ideas and 

new leadership by pushing out the 'old group! ", it underlined that what 
was needed was "ea greater understanding of the Church as the Body of 

Christ established here on earth", | ‘EPS, Geneva. 
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD URGED 
TOQUARANTEE RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Geneva) - The development of an international standard of religious 
“liberty which would not be subject to the restrictions of existing 
national constitutions and laws was urged in a resolution adopted | 

by the Executive Committee of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs (CCIA) in annual session here. The Commission is 

an agency of the World Council of Churches. 


"Every effort should be made to cause national constitutions and laws 
to conform to the international standard", the Committee declared. 


The resolution noted that "at various times (the Committee) had expressed 
concern about situations in which Roman Catholicism is the dominant 

Pell SI On It welcomed "current efforts to ensure religious liberty" 
saying that it had been encouraged by the new attitudes reflected in 

the Papal Encyclical Pacem in Terris of Pope John XXIII. . 


Also, it added, "we attach particular importance to the fact that the 
Schema of a Declaration on Religious Liberty containing a definite. 
affirmation of the principles of religious liberty has been prepared 
for consideration at the next session of the Second Vatican Council. 


"We express the hope that it will.be adopted and promulgated without 
weakening its content and without restrictive interpretation.” 


* * * 


In a resolution on Vietnam the Committee. declared: 


"In the present circumstances, where war conditions prevent stability 
from being established, the parties involved in the situation in Vietnam 
should issue declarations of their intent, in order to enable all parties 
concerned to consider what activity leading to a lasting settlement would 
seem trossible. Such a declaration by the United States should be pre- 
ceded by consultation with governments in the area which, while not 
directly involved in the conflict are nevertheless vitally involved in 
the total situation. If such a declaration could be made collectively 
by a group of nations at a conference, possibly convened by the United 
Nations at the request of the United States, the statement would have 

an even greater authority. We must emphasise at the same time that 

a declaration of intent is called for from North Vietnam which must 
accept its share of responsibility for the undermining of the 1954 treaty. 
But the test of the sincerity of the protagonists will be that they make 
their declarations irrespective of the attitudes of the other side." 


Other resolutions adopted by the CCIA body dealt with the Dominican 
Republic, Southern Africa, Trade for Development, and the United Nations. 
All were forwarded to the Executive Committee of the Commission's parent 
body - the World Council of Churches - which held half-yearly sessions 

in Geneva last week. The WCC Executive Committee received them and 
4ssued resolutions of its own on three - Vietnam, the Dominican Republic, .- 
and religious liberty. (See Special Report appended). 


(Full texts of the CCIA resolutions are available from: 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, World Council 
of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland). 


EPS, Genevae 
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INDIAN YOUNG WOMEN STUDY 
"YOUTH AND. AUTHORITY" 


(Bangalore) - "The vague dissatisfaction common among young people in India 
today is directed not so much against the authority of their parents as 
against outmoded patterns of society", a conference on "Youth and Authority" 
held at the Ecumenical Christian Centre here declared. Participants were 
Christian, Hindu, and Moslem working women and women students from various 
parts of Bangalore. 


"The younger generation wants freedom in social relationships, in their 
choice of a career, and in the selection of a marriage partner!, a 
conference report said, "and the majority of them look to their elders for 
guidance. 


"But if parents fail to understand the new situation (of a rapidly changing 
modern India) and exercise their authority too rigidly young people are 
forced to choose between resentful compliance and open revolte" EPS, Genevas 


FRENCH MILITARY "EXEMPTEES" 
TEACH IN MISSION SCHOOLS 


(Paris) - Thanks to a French Governuent legislation, adopted two years 
ago, there are now no teaching vacancies in the schools run by the Paris 
Mission Society in Africa, 


The legislation provides exemption from military service for young men 
teachers provided they agree to spend the time teaching abroad. During 
the school year 1964-65, forty-eight were assigned at their own request 

to Paris Mission schools. Of the 48, 27 have volunteered to stay in their 
posts a second year or go to another overseas post. 


Another 41 are now ready to leave France so that a total of 68 is available 
for the 1965-66 year. 


This has enabled the Mission not only to fill all the vacancies in its 

own school, but to provide teachers for schools run by other missions. 

The only exception is in the Congo—Leopoldville area where they have not been 
sent because of the political situation. — EPS, Genevas 


STUDY ASKED OF PLANS FOR 
MILLION DOLLAR PROTESTANT RADIO STATION 


(Zurich) - Purther two year study of plans for a proposed international 
evangelical radio station, to be built near Berne, Switzerland, was asked 
for by a two-day meeting here of representatives of Protestant churches 
which are sponsoring the project, 


The meeting said reports on plans for the $1,540,000 station did not give 
sufficient information about the desired listening audience and about its 
purpose in general. | 


The meeting directed that a committee representing churches in several 
countries be set up, as well as a smaller six-menber committee, with a 
paid secretary, to formulate exact data concerning purpose, programme. 
schedules, and. means of coordinating work with existing Christian broad 
casting media. 


The project is being backed by the society for an International Evangelical 
Radio Station, and the Federation of. Swiss Protestant Churches. EPS, Geneva. 
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CZECH SERVICES MARK 
HUS MARTYDOM 


(Prague) - Christians of all confessions crowded Bethlehem Chapel here for 
services marking the 550th anniversary of the death of Reformer John Hus. 
The chapel, which is regarded as "the cradle of the Reformation" in 
Czechoslovakia, is the place where Hus once preached with such powers 
Although severely damaged during the War it has been restored by the 
government and designated a national memorial. ; 


The observance was sponsored by the five member churches in Czechoslovakia 
of the World Council of Churches, and was attended by Orthodox leaders and 
several Roman Catholics. 


Professor J. ls Hromadka, dean of Jan Hus Theological Faculty, Prague, 
speaking latér of the significance of the service said that "the life and 
martyrdom of Hus have head so much influence in the history of the Czech people 
that it is impossible to understand contemporary Czechoslovakia without him 
and without taking into account the religious and socio-political revolution 
of the Hussites. 


"Today John Hus is still commemorated as a great national hero", he said, 
Nond as a symbol-of political freedom, social justice, cultural progress, 
and church renewal. His importance extends far beyond the limits of the 
various separated churches". ; 


Dr: We A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council, of 
Churches, speaking at the service on ecumenical significance of Hus! work 
called special attention to his faith as expressed in his statenent: ks 
hold it certain that the image of Christ will never be effaced". 

Wir EPS, Geneva. 


AFRICAN LEADER LAUDS ROLE OF 
CHURCHES IN CONTINENT'S DEVELOPMENT 


(Dar-es-Salaam) —~ The Christian's responsibility to play an active part 
in political parties, trade union novenents, co-operatives, and: other 
national institutes such as the civil service, was underlined by. a United 
Nations official here, 


Speaking to the annual meeting of the Christian Council of Tanzania, 

Mr. A. Le Adu, of Ghana, UN Regional Representative in Dar, defended the — 
part played by the church in the movement for national self-determination. 
Although thore had been blenishes the record of the church had been sound — 
and healthy. ONE . 


"By steadily working for complete autonomy and Africenisation, the church 
not only set the pattern for development on a national scale but declared 
sts faith in the ability of the African to stand on his own feet...The fact 
that the church has recently come under attack as being neo-colonialist and 
neo-imperialist is a tribute to her effectiveness in playing a role in the 
post-independence. cra." 


Christian unity, he added, is vital if Christians are to make a real 
contribution to the struggle for political, economié; and social unity in 
Africas. : EPS, Geneva. 
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The Teena hioal iets an Pouch i beat (tee) ge a invelve 360 
young persons in 1965-66. Of these, 250 will ‘be overseas OG RT 
going to .the USA and 110 will be American exchangees. going to other 
countries. f ; 


_ The Presbyterian Church of Korea has sent the Rev.Kihyuk Li to visit 
‘Presbyterian leaders and congregations in the USA to ask their prayers: 
for its five- irene Korea=wide campaign of evangelisn. 


* * * 


The Ecumenical Patriarch has named as a Commander of the Order of 
St.Andrew, Dr.W.A.Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches on the occasion of the dedication of the Ecumenical 
Centre, headquarters of the CC in Geneva... The award was presented 

to. Dr. Visser 't Hooft last week in Geneva, He his Eminence Mernepel tray 
Meliton. : 


x % se 


Dr.Frank C.Laubach, literacy teacher, is hzading an inter-confessional 
group of 32 Americans in Kenya seeking to demonstrate the value of 
literacy as a missionary tool. Accompanied by Kenyans, members of the 
team are’ working in areas of the coutry where 70 per cent of the adult -- 
population can neither read nor write nO ap th hay ‘each one teach one" 
ea pat . 


Sei. Gln Sees 


A new interdenominational chapel provided by the University authorities 
has been. dedicated at the University of Cape Town, South Africa..Ministers 
and members of many churches were present for..the dedication service, 
including Roman Catholics, Dutch Reformed, Anglicans, Methodists, Pres- 
byterians, Baptists, and Congregationalists. : . 


% * x 


Fifty. thousand Indonesian Bibles, the first despatch of 200,000 Bibles 
printed in Japan under the government's war reparations aaueme: have been 
phipped from Yokohama to Indonesia. 


a a 
Work will start early in 1966 on the firet ental rafal Oh £250, 000 building 


in Canberra for Australian Frontier, the ecumenical institute formed in 
1963 on the initiative of the Australian Council of Churches. 


% * * 


Now eo 22nd, July, oC LOD 12 


The death is reported in Geneva of the Rev. Charles Guillon. A pastor 
of the French Reformed Church, he had been a member of the Provisional 
Committee of the World Council of Churches (in process of formation) 
from 1930 to 1948 and chairman of its Finance Committee. He also 
served for many years on the staff of the World Alliance of YMCA's and 
had been mayor of Chambon-sur-Lignon in France. He was 82. 


* * * 


Continued progress towards autonomy of the Methodists of Cuba was reported 
from their annual conference session. However, no date for independence 
was set. Cuban Methodists, along with Methodists in four other countries, 
were granted permission by the 1964 Methodist General Confer nce to become 
autonomous during the 1964-68 quadrenniun. Methodist membership in Cuba 
is 9,009. There are 34 pastors and 117 local churches. 


* * * 


The Toledo, Ohio (USA) Archdiocese of the Antiochian Orthodox Church has 
pledged to co-operate "to the fullest extent possible” in efforts toward 
Christian unity. Archbishop Michael Shaheen said co-operation would 
first be with other Orthodox churches, and then with all other communions. 


* * * 


A meeting of leaders of member churches of the Christian Council of South 
Africa was. held recently in Bloemfontein to consider the question of inter- 
racialism in relation to the church, and related matters. A report of the 
meeting is expected to be publisned after proposals and recommendations 
have been considered officially by the relevant committees, boards, and 
councils. 


* * ¥* 


“A Lutheran theologian, a Roman Catholic priest, and a Jewish doctor shared 


the ‘platform in a recent public presentation of the moral and religious | 
problems of planned parenthood at a medical. congress. in Toluca, Mexico, 
sponsored by_the-State-of.Mexico University. | . 


* * * 


The Bible Society of Nigeria has asked all the churches in the nations! 
Western Region to observe August 1 as Bible Sunday. Observance will . 
commemorate the first publication of the Scripture in the Yoruba language 
100 years ago and the work of Samuel Adjai Crowther, the one-time slave 
boy who was its translator. More than 1,500,000 copies of the Yorbu 
Bible have been sold in Nigeria. ; 


ee * * 
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French and German Roman Catholic and Protestant churchmen met at tl 
brotherhood community of Taizé, France, last week to study problems of 
the Christian mission in industry. They discussed structures of 
industrial societies, methods of evangelism, as well as the question 
of the poverty of churchmen who wish to work among them. 


* * * 


"Law and Religious Liberty" will be the principal theme of the Fifth 
International Congress of Roman Catholic Jurists to be held at Salamanca, 
Spain, September 8-12, under auspices of Pax Romana, the international 
organisation of Catholic university graduates and students. Delegates 
from 23 countries will attend. Invitations also have been issued to 
several Protestant jurists. 


% * * 


An "Institute on the History of the Jews in Germany" will be established - 
soon in the city of Hamburg. .Mr.Heinz M.Graupe who will direct its work, 
said it is envisaged as becoming an important influence in promoting “rea 
co-operation between Jews and Christians, Tt will collect the material — 
at present scattered in Central Europe, provide instruction for specialists, 
and publish materials designed to promote Jewish-Christian collaboration... 


Roman Catholic mission authorities have received permission from the 
British and Foreign Bible Societies to use its Swahili Bible for their 

work in East Africa. The only changes in the edition to be printed by 

the Catholics will be new chapter headings and the adcition of foototes.  ” 


* ae * 


HPS, Geneva 
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WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
IN SESSION IN GENEVA 


Geneva) - Resolutions calling for steps to end the conflicts in Vietnam 
and the Dominican Republic and on religious liberty were adopted by the 
Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches in half-yearly session 
here (July 11-15). A fourth resolution endorsed steps to end human 
need and hunger. 


The 14-member Committee also received reports on Southern Africa, the 
United Nations, trade for development, and relations with the Roman 
Catholic Church and conservative evangelicals, discussed plans for the 
WCC's Fourth Assembly and other meetings, and was given up-to-date surveys 
of the current WCC. programme. 


‘The Committee is composed of leading churchmen from 11 nations of Asia, 
Africa, Europe, and North and South America. Its chairman is Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, New York, president of the Lutheran Church in America. Vice- 
chairman is Dr. Ernest A. Payne, general secretary of the Baptist Union of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 


These were highlights of Committee actions and deliberations:- 
International Affairs 7 


The Gommittee received resolutions on a number of current international 
issues which had been adopted by the Executive Committee of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs at a four-day meeting held 
immediately prior. The Commission is an agency of the WCC which is 
empowered to speak in its own name. 


Dominican Republic 


The Executive Committee unanimously resolved: 


"that in receiving the report of the Executive Committee of the 
Commission of the Churches con International Affairs dealing with 
the Dominican Republic, the Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches - 


(3:5 expresses appreciation of the fact that the churches in 
the United States have spoken clearly about the moral 
issues involved in the situation; 


(ii) asks the churches in Latin America and North America to 
take all possible initiatives to rebuild Christian 
understanding and to establish peace and justice; 
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(242°) 


(iv) 


(v) 


assures our fellow-Christians in the Dominican 
Republic of its prayer, of its help in relief needs, 
and of any help it can give so as to arrive at a 
satisfactory and just solution; ! 


calls upon the member churches of the WCC to join in 
these endeavours to meet the material and spiritual 
needs of our fellows in. the Dominican Republic; 


recognizes the imperative need to give support to 
movements in Latin America seeking creative alteration 
of social, political and economic structures.!! 


Victnan 


The Executive Committee unanimously resolved: 


"that in receiving a statement recently adopted by the 
Executive Committee of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs on the present situation-in Vietnan,. 
the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches - 


(i) 


(44) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(v) 


calls attention to a statement by the Chairman and 
Director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs: on March LOth, 1965, on the 
basis of which the statement of the CCIA Executive 
Committee is to be understood; 


urges the Commission of the Churches on International 


viet 


Affairs to, continue ats efforts ion. behalf of:-a, solution 


of the problem; 


earnestly appeals to all the parties concerned on both 
sides to explore every step and to welcome any 
initiative which might lead to the cessation of 
hostilities and the formulation of plans to deal with 
the political and economic problems in the areas 


appeals to all Christians to pray to God to lead us 
into the way of peace and to intercede for the peoples 
of Vietnam, and 


is grateful that it is proving possible for the Hast 
Asia Christian Conference, with the support of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World: - 


. Service, to send relief to those in need in both North 


and South Vietnam." 


Religious Liberty 


The Executive Committee unanimously resolved: 


"That in receiving a statement on Human Rights and Religious 


Liberty recently adopted by the Executive Committee of the 


Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, the 


Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, because 
of the importance of the matter and for the sake of better 
understanding between the churches, expresses the hope: that 
the declaration on Religious Liberty which will be before the 
next session of the Second Vatican Council will be adopted and: 
promulgated without weakening of its content and without 
restricted interpretation." 
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Human Need 


Also by: unanimous decision the Executive Committee adopted a seven-point 
resolution urging all-out efforts by the churches to end human need, The 
text of the resolution urged them to meet needs bys 


(34) making further representations to their governments in 
support of greater Freedom from Hunger Campaign activities, 
and efforts by other U.N. agencies, notably the Technical 
Assistance Board, UNICEF, the World Health Organization, 
and the U.N. Trade and Development. Board, in order to 
implement world action in a concerted approach to the 
economic and social ills of mankind; 


(ii) supporting the aims and objectives of the United Nations 
Developments Decade; 


(igi) intensifying their efforts in support of ecumenical 
and national action; 


(iv) participating in, and supporting to the full, the second 
World Freedom from Hunger Campaign Week, to be held 
October 16 - 24, 1965, and the Young World Mobilization 
Campaign, coinciding with the 20th anniversary of the 

‘ founding of the United Nations Food and Agricultural 
Organization; 


(v) supporting those measures that need to be taken to 
eliminate the widening gap between the population 
explosion and the production of the sustenance of Life; 


(eutt) committing themselves anew to a ministry to people in 
need and to a concerted mission to eradicate the causes 
of ‘needs 


(vii) giving generously through church agencies and the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service 
of the World Council of Churches." 


The WCC Executive Committee also received, but tock no action of its own 
with regard to them, statements adopted by the CCLA Executive Committee on 
Southern Africa, Trade for Development, and the United Nations. 


Relations with the Roman Catholic Church 


The Committee received a report of the first meeting of the Joint Working 
Group with Roman Catholics held May 22-24 at the wec!s Ecumenical Institute 


near Geneva. The group was set up in cooperation with. the Vatican 
Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity to explore possibilities 
for greater mutual understanding and cooperation. The report indicated 


substantial progress had been made at this first session towards identific- 
ation of areas of possible joint action and in planning special surveys 
and studies in areas of common concern. 


However, as the Working Group has no authority of its own, reports of these 
meetings must be referred back to the respective authorizing bodies - the 
WCC's Central Committee and the Vatican Secretariat for Unity - and will not 
be made public unless these bodies so decide. A second meeting of the 
Working Group is scheduled before the end of 1965. 
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Relations with Conservative Evangelicals 


Concern for maintaining contacts with those groups which are not members of 
the WCC was underlined in a report by Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general 
secretary. The most recent endeavour towards this end was a meeting held 
in early May of 50 members of WCC constituent churches with representatives 
of these churches to discuss their understanding of the nature of the 
ecumenical movement and of the WCC. 


Fourth Assembly: 


ne eee tn 

The Committee approved various plans related to the WCC's Fourth Assembly. 
The theme will be "renewal" with the pertinent text: "Behold, I make all 
things new" (Rev. 21:4). A Committee document described as "the key 
concept" of the theme's development "the renewing guality of life which is 
experienced here and now when the eschatological dimension of the Christian 
faith is taken with full seriousness". 


The Assenbly will last 16 days and its major work will be done in six 
"Sections". These will deal with "church unity in a shrinking world", 
"witness in and to a non-Christian world", "the churches! role in social 
change", "the churches! struggle for international peace and justice", 
"the worship of God in a secular age", and "youth in its search for a new 
style of living". 


The Assembly will have 253 delegates with the total number of participants 
expected to be about 2,000 persons. 


~~ 


The Central Committee, the WCC's interim Deventer ag body, had instructed 
that the Assembly be held in 1968 but because of schedule conflicts with 
other major church meetings to be held that year the exact date and place 
must still be determined. Invitations to hold the Assembly in their 
country have been received from churches in Sweden, Ethiopia, and Australia. 
The selection of the site will be influenced not only by the availability 
of accomiod .tion, and consideration of travel expenses involved, but by the 
possibilities of securing visas for all delegates, 


Other Meetings 


The Committee set the dates of February 8-17 for the next meeting of the 
1Q0-member Central Committee. It will be held in Geneva and will be 
immediately preceded by a meeting of the Executive Committee, February 5+8, 
also in Geneva. General theme of Central. Committee discussions will be the 
role of the World Council in the ecumenical movement, 


Fixed Haster Date 


The Committee authorized @ survey of member churches to learn their attitudes 
about the desirability of fixing a oommon date for Easter throughout 
Christendom and about the best way of doing this. 


Members of the Executive Committes who attended the session here, in 
addition to Drs. Fry and Payne were: Dr. CG. G, Baeta, Ghana, (Presbyterian); 
Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, Argentina, (Methodist); Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, USA, (Presbyterian) ; Dr. Kathleen Bliss, Great Britain, (Church of 
England); Dr. Alford Carleton, USA, (United Church of Christ); 

‘Algo; Dr. Ivy Chou, Malaysia, 
(Methodist); Professor J. Le Hromadka, Czechoslovakia, (Reformed); the 
Most Rev. Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren, Sweden, (Church of Sweden), Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Hanns Lilje, Germany, (Lutheran); Mr. J. Irwin Miller, USA, (Disciples 
of Christ); His Eminence Nikodim, USSR, (Russian Orthodox); the Most Rev. 
Frank Woods, Archbishop of Melbourne, Australia, (Church of England). 
Two members of the WCC's six-membcr presidium, who serve as ex-officio 
_ members of the Committee also were present, They were Dr. Martin Niemoller, 
Bact ents Seyret) and Mr. Charles anne USA, (Methodist). 


EPS, Geneva. 
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12th GERMAN KIRCHENTAG 
OPENS IN COLOGNE 


Cologne) - The twelfth German Evangelical Kirchentag opened here Wednesday 
stipe 28) with a record thousand "ecumenical guests" from churches in other» 
countries swelling the total number of participants to more than 10,000. 
There were however, no representatives from the (Bast) German Democratic 
Republic which refused to grant exit visas. 


Two chartered plane-loads of guests came from the USA for the great biennial 
laymen's congress, Other overseas guests came from Japan, India, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Nigeria, and Brazil. 


Theme of the five-day programme is "Stand Fast in Liberty" taken from 

St. Paul's letter to the Galatians (Gal. 5:1). Sessions are examining such 
contemporary issucs as Jewish-Christian relations, the significance of the 
Vatican Council, and the churchs responsibility for social problems. 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council: of Churches, 
preaching on the opening day in Trinity Church, on the subject of Christian 
forgiveness said that "the world is right in saying that the churches have 
talked about forgiveness far more than they have practised it". . However, 
when forgiveness has been given - as in the response of the world's churches 
to the post-war Stuttgart Declaration of Gcrnan churches and in the efforts of 
Negro and white churchmen in the strugglé for civil rights in the USA - "then 
forgiveness breaks through the chych walls and brings a new element to the 

life of the nations. | AD as 


"Then the question arises",:he said "whether the vicious circle in politics 
is really inevitable, or whether it is not we who are really destroying 
ourselves through.our reluctance to forgive and our-egocentric self- 
righteous attitude". . 


Dr. Hans Jochen Margull,facr headof the World Council's Department on Studies 
in Evangelism, speaking to a working group on church reform, reviewed results 
of the study being conducted by his department on structures for a missionary 
congregation. | sree . . i 


"The church. which limits its witness to the Sunday morning service is 

overdue for reform", he declareds: "The Sunday morning service has led us 

to a dead end. . The picture people have of -the-church...the terrible pictures 
which completely obstruct all Christian witness, is the picture of the 

Church on Sunday. morning, aloof from the problems of the working world, aloof 
from small and great. revolutions, aloof from change, and thus finally aloof 
from man himself. . . 


"This picture is a stumbling block to contemporary man... A church which 
concentrates its witness on the pulpit has focused on a spot far removed 
from public life’ and thus is bound to. become uncertain about the content of 
its witness. : 


"The church must. be convincingly present. to men in their 'place! in the 
world. But today this ‘place! has expanded and changed. ‘People are 
constantly on the move. They work in one place, live somewhere else, spend 
Sunday in the countryside (which they deserve after a week of hard work) and 
their spare time in sports stadiums or clubs... Only very rarely can a 
pastor share their life sufficiently to encourage and comfort them and speak 
to them in a way they can understand.” 


But, it is the job of the church to "be convincingly present in the world... 
The aim of church renewal (can be summed up) in one word - 'presence!... 


"The responsibility and opportunity for witness is that of the whole people 
of God...Hitherto attention has been focused upon the witness given by the 
pastor. In the future that witness must be given by the whole church... 

é EPS, Genevas . 
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BUROPEAN CHURCHES! CONFERENCE 
NOW HAS 76 MEMBERS IN 22 COUNTRIES 


(Geneva) - The Conference of Buropean Churches has a membership of 76 
churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic confessions 
‘in 22 countries across Europe, publication of the Conference's first 
directory here this week revealed. 


Dr.Glen Garfield Williams, general secretary, said the conference now 
represents nearly every major non-Roman Catholic church in Europe. The 
Conference was formed in October 1964 to further contacts between the 

churches and promote mutual study and co-operation. It is the only 
pan-European body on which the churches ’are represented by official delegates. 


Dr.Williams also reported that two more directories are in preparation. 
The first, to be published in October, will list official studies underway 


by member churches. The second will be a directory of international and 
inter-church committees and groups working on studies of a specifically 
sectional interest. EPS, Geneva 


TRADE BOYCOTT SEEN INEFFECTIVE 
IN CHANGING SOUTH AFRICAN POLICIES 


(Nairobi) - The Hast African nations trade boycott of South Africa has 
been unsuccessful, and may have strengthened the South African government's 
position, the Rt.Rev.Leslie Stradling, Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg, 
said here. 


The more South Africans feel the rest‘of the world is against them, the 
stronger becomes the support of some’members of the white population for 
the present South African government, he told a meeting. 


He suggested that one way of creating better understanding and removing 
prejudice would be to encourage greater "coming and going"between residents 
of South Africa and other nations. 


Target, the Bast African Christian weekly supported the appeal for greater 
exchange and commented that a re-thinking of the present boycott policy 

is required, but added: "Our own view is that if a trade boycott was 
universally applied and enforced by the United Nations, then it might well 
bring the fortress of apartheid crashing down - even without violence. 

The diplomatic efforts of African governments should continue to be 
directed to this end", EPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN 
MUSLIM COUNTRIES STUDIED 


(Jerusalem, Jordan) - Issues of religious liberty in countries in which 
Muslims are the predominantly religious group were explored at a small 
consultation at St.George's College here sponsored by the Secretariat on 
Religious Liberty of the World Council of Churches. Participants in the 
six-day meeting were theolcogians and laymen from several Near Bast countries, 


The consultation made a study of the current situation in such countries 
and explored the ways and methods of entering into a friendly and cons- 
tructive dialogue with the Muslim majority. It also decided that the 
group should be established on a more permanent basis and hold future 
meetings on the subject. BPS, Geneva 
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MENNONITES REPORT ON STUDY 
OF HASTERN EUROPEAN CHURCHES 


(Frankfurt) - Nine participants in a Mennonite Central Committee study. 
tour of Bast Germany and Czechoslovakia concluded here after the three- 
week trip that "indifference and materialism" are as much or more a cause 
of Christian unfaithfulness in these countries as is "compromise with 
communism". 


"In general", the group agreed at an evaluation session, "we found that 
both the weaknesses and strengths of the church in these countries are 
parallel to those of the church in the West. 


"For example, just as some Christians in America identify Christianity 
with the'American way of life'!, so some Christians in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic and PesuHOe toys are ready to identify SE ete ho 
with the eta ee way of life’. 


"Others simply react against the system. Still others seek to work 
creatively within it, without a final commitment to any system." 


In the two countries, the tour participants - from theU.S., Canada, 
Brazil, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and Germany - met with churchmen, 
students, average citizens,and some Marxist scholars and party workers. 


"On our trip", they said, "we met many people whose strong testimony 

convinced us that it is indeed possible to be a Christian in a Communist 

country. © We have been reminded that while governments may draw national 

boundaries, the Christian Church, if it is truly the body of Christ, can- 

not see its boundaries in terms of an ‘iron curtain' or national barriers." 
. BPS, Geneva 


UGANDA CHURCH ASKS U.N. 
ATD FOR RWANDA REFUGEES 


(Kampala) - The Church of Uganda (Anglican) has appealed to representatives 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for funds to be 
offered to the Uganda government so that schools, seeds for cash crops, 

and scholarships can. be provided for Rwanda refugees in the country. 


The appeal said that most of these refugees have been in the western 

Diocese of Ankole for three and a half years and that "they no longer 

expect to return to Rwanda and are hoping to be allowed to settle permanently 
in Ugandea''. . 


If the Uganda government could come to a firm agreement permitting their 
permanent settlement and United Nations help could be secured, tt said, 
the church would then have "a firm basis on which to appeal for further 


funds from the World Council of Churches to fulfil its part of the programme 


(for their resettlement) ...." 


WCC aid to the Rwanda refugees in Uganda thus far has included funds to put 
up two churches and seven schools, with combined enrolments of BOO Gs 
children, and to pay the salaries of the clergy and sixty teachers in the 
Orukinga and Nakivale areas of western Uganda where the refugees are con~ 


centrated. The WCC also has underwritten costs of scholarships in senior 
and eeiat secondary schools, and teshnical colleges for between 50 and 60 


JAD aes ch HES: Geneva 
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CWS SHIPS AID TO 
SEOUL FLOOD VICTIMS 


(New York) - An initial emergency shipment of blankets and clothing has 
been rushed by Church World Service, overseas relief agency of the 
National Council of Churches (USA), to flood victims in Seoul, Korea. 


The flooding Han River took over 100 lives and left some 140,000 Bee ots 
homeless in the worst such disaster.in 4O years. 


CWS officials here said they are prepared to supplement the first ship- 
ment of 500 blankets and 20,000 pounds of clothing with additional clothing 
and food as details of disaster needs are available. EPS, Geneva 


CUBAN PRESBYTERTANS 
SEEK CONVERSATIONS 


(Havana) - Stating that "our structure is not sacred, our positions are - 
not beyond appeal, and our name is not unchangeable", leaders of the 
Presbyterian Church in Cuba called upon other Cuban churches to undertake 
conversations seeking to overcome "the sin of our disunity". 


"We are most willing to begin a dialogue which will lead us all to share 

together in the dynamic life of the Spirit.for the sake of the evangelis- 
tic action of His church," declared the statement adopted by the church's 

Presbytery. 


"The action of the Holy Spirit through this church tells us that no 
confessional body should exist unless it be for the sake of unity; not 
merely that unity which the followers of Jesus Christ, in all our various 
confessions, have already attained, but the visible and effective unity 
of the mission of one Church of Jesus Christ to the people of Cuba ... 


"We are the fractured church. This state of division is sinful, as it 
obscures the concept of unity and catholicity; it is in effect a denial 
of our reconciliation one with another. The fact that until today we 
have been thus able to live with our sin does not mean that we should 
fortify our scandalous position of division. 


"We therefore believe that the hour of ecumenical calling of the Church 
of Jesus Christ in Cuba has come and that it should be expressed in 
tangible missionary unity’. EPS, Geneva 


"CONFESSING CHURCH" SEEN NEEDED 
TO COMBAT SOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEID 


(Johannesburg) - Formation of a "confessing church" in South Africa such 
as that which existed in Nazi Germany was advocated in an article by 
Dr.C.f.Beyers Naude, director of the Christian Institute of Southern Africa. 


Writing in Pro Veritate, the Institute's journal, Mr.Naude said that "it 
must be obvious to anyone who experienced or studied the development of 
the religious situation in the Third German Reich that more and.more 
parallels exist between the situation in Germany and South Africa. . 


"These parallels, are found not only in the methods adopted in South Africa, 
but also in the general reaction of fear among an increasing number of. 
Christians, both ministers and lay members of Afrikaan and English-speaking 
churches. This fear leads to untenable compromises and unbearable silences. 
It is therefore clear the time has come in South Africa for the formation 
of a confessing church ... " . res : ‘EPS, Geneva | 
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CHURCHES WIN CAMPAIGN TO SECURE 
SURPLUS DANISH PORK FOR NEEDY 


(Copenhagen) - The Danish farmers' cooperative export association has agreed 
to make surplus pork available to the nation's churches for shipment to 
overseas needy. for the cost of the initial processing. 


The Danish Inter-Church Aid agency had been conducting a campaign to secure 
the pork for a minimum price after the cooperative threatened to destroy it 
because of lack of storage space. Danish church leaders here expressed 
their satisfaction with the arrangement and paid tribute to the generosity 
of the cooperative's leaders. 


A total of 800,000 Kroner ($115,000) has been raised to date by the churches 
in‘a special appeal to finance the purchase and. overseas transportation costs. 
The amount will enable the overseas shipment of upwards of 1,000,000 kilos. 
Roman Catholic churches also cooperated in the appeal. 


Requests for the pork routed via the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service of the World Council of Churches have come from church. . 
agencies in Asia, Africa, Hurope, and Latin America, Special advisory and 
financial assistance has been given to the Division and the Danish agency 
by Church World service, overseas aid agency of the U.S.A. ‘churches. 

EPS, Geneva, 


AMERICAN CLERGYMAN SEES USA . 
POLICY IN VIETNAM "TRAGICALLY MISTAKEN" 


(Sydney) — An American Negro Methodist minister, said here that U.S. policy 
in Vietnam is "tragically mistaken" and'based on unreality". 


The Rev. James M. Lawson, Memphis, Tenn., interviewed by The Australian, 
the country's national daily, related the Asian crisis to the U.S. race 
struggle and expressed fear that "the same deep-rooted prejudices that have 
been built up against the Negroes in America” may be applied by U.S. policy 
leaders fe their interpretation of foreign situations, 


"The great tragedy of Vietnam is the misery and suffering that 25 years of 
continuous war have brought to the Vietnamese villages", he continued. 

While Christian leaders in Saigon spoke to him "in terms of containing 
communism and the 'Red threat', it was only the Buddhist leaders who spoke 
to me of the suffering this war has caused their people. . They saw clearly 
that the enemy is not coumunism, but the misery and destruction of the war." 
Mr. Lawson visited Vietnam as one of the members of the Clergymen's 


imergency Committee for Vietnam sponsored by the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 
HPS, Geneva. 


VATICAN SECRETARIAT OPENS 
TALKS WITH HUMANISTS 


(Utrecht) —~ The Vatican Secretariat for Non-Believers has held its first 
talks with representatives of e non-religious group. 


The conversations took place here between a two-man delegation from the 
Secretariat and three representatives from the International Humanistic and 
Hthical Union. 


Aim of the preliminary telks was to work out the best means of establishing 


and maintaining contacts on an international scale. Though no official 
report was made of the meeting, it was announced that another talk would be: 
held in October. EPS, Geneva. 
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ISLAM SUBJECT OF SUMMER 
COURSE IN JERUSALEM ‘i 


(Jerusalem, Jordan) - Some 50 Christians from Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon, Iraq ,y 
Turkey, Sudan, Iran and India are enrolled in the current Summer School 

of Islamic Studies being held at St.George's College here, under auspices 
of the Study Department of the Near Hast Council of Churches. 


The eighth in a series, the school's purpose is to help participants to 
"a fuller awareness of Islam with a view to a more articulate and construc- 
tive relation with Muslims in evangelism and every form of the ministry". 


The summer school is part of an on-going study programme sponsored by the 
Near East Council to aid Christians working in predominantly Muslim areas. 
EPS, Geneva 


KENYA LEADERS STUDY 
ISSUES OF NATIONALIZATION 


(Nairobi) - Some 100 Kenyan labour and management officials, government 
officers, church leaders, and others meeting for a conference on national- 
ization and private enterprise here agreed that wholesale nationalism is 
not the answer to Kenya's development problems at the present stage. 


Noting that at present Kenya's private industry is controlled by boards 

of directors, few of whom are Africans or even citizens and many of whom 

are not resident in Bast Africa, the conference said, however, that steps 
must be taken to ensure that private enterprise was not a concentration of 
economic power in the hands of a few men whose policies were not necessarily 
directed primarily. to the benefit of the whole community. 


The Conference instructed the establishment of a working party to continue 


study of the issues. The meeting was organised by the Church and Industry . 
Committee of the Christian Council of Kenya and held at the Limuru Conference 
Centre near here. EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN LUTHERANS OUTLINE 
PRINCIPLES FOR CHILD ADOPTION 


(Port Arthur, Ontario) - In placing her child for adoption every mother 
should have the right to state her religious ‘preference for it and must 
also have the right to indicate there is no religious preference, according 
to a statement issued here by the Lutheran Church in America - Canada : 
section. 


But, the statement declared: "Where adoption agencies have found that no 
suitable home having the religious persuasion of the child is available .. 
these authorities should be permitted to apply for a judicial order to 
have the religious preference of the parent waived". 


The statement listing general principles on religion and adoption was the 
first on the subject adopted by a North American church body. EPS, Geneva 


‘ . aft Nh. 
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NASSER ASKS COOPERATION OF 
MUSLIMS AND CHRISTIANS | 


(Cairo) ~ UAR President Nasser laying the foundation stone for a new Coptic 
Orthodox cathedral here appealed for Christian-Muslim cooperation. 


"Tslam hagsrecognised Christians as brothers, both in the sphere of religion 
and in the nation", he said. "With regard to the religions our revolution 
isibased on charity, fraternity, and equality. (Our aim) is a healthy 
society which rejects sectarianism and fanaticisn and recognises only 
nationalism.” 


The UAR government has made a contribution of Egyptian £100,000 ($250,000) 
towards construction of the cathedral (EPS No. 17). EPS, Geneva. 


HUNGARIAN BISHOP COMMENTS 
ON DIALOGUE WITH ROME 


(Budapest) —- Support for "multilateral and parallel dialogues" with the 
Roman Catholic Church was declared here in July by Hungarian Lutheran 
Bishop Goltan Kaldy. 


Writing in his church's weekly, Evangélikus Blet, he described plans whereby 
"while the dialogue of\the World Council of Churches with Rome goes on, the 
world confessional organizations, too, may join in the discussion and even 
beyond that - the churches living in various countries might participate". 


"We welcome this multilateral nature of the dialogue", he commented, "for it 
seems to us that this is the way to ensure the independence of the 
individual churches, their freedom of decision and criticism, and also to 
give due consideration to the special viewpoints implicit in their peculiar 
situations." EPS, Geneva. 


CORRECTION 


It was incorrectly reported in the July 22 issue of EPS that Pastor Matti 
Joensuu, of Helsinki, will replace Dr. Madeline Barot as executive 
secretary of the Department on Cooperation of Men and Women in Church, 
Family, and Society of the World Council of Churches, 


Pastor Joensuu will replace: on September 1, the Rev. William H. Clark, as 
associate secretary of the Department. Dr. Barot will remain Executive 
Secretary of the Department until January 1, 1967 when she will join the 


-staff of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Servic 


IN BRIEF 


The first visible token of partnership between the Evangelical Church in 
Westphalia and the young Lutheran Church of Tanzania, East Africa, which 
recently was "adopted! by the German Church, is a centre for Protestant. 
church music. Now being built at Buhija with the financial support of the 
West German Church, the centre, the first of its kind in East Africa, will 
train young African musicians in the creation of new, indigenous hymns better 
adapted to the rhythm of Africans than the imported and simply translated 
chorals from abroad. 


% x 
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Mr. Nicholas Maro, 30, has been named the first African general secretary 
of the Christian Council of Tanganyika. His appointment, effective 
immediately, follows months of searching for a national to take up the 

high administrative post. fin active member of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tanganyika, Mr. Maro, with the aid of a scholarship awarded by 
the International Exchange Programme of the National Lutheran Council (USA), 


gtudied at Valparaiso University, Indiana, U.S.A., where he completed his 


BeA. degree in political science. 
.* x x 
Congregations throughout Kenya have responded to the request from the 
Ministry of Agriculture that special prayers should be offered for rain. 
* % % 
Mexican and United States Methodists will cooperate in a nation-wide 
Methodist Evangelistic Crusade in Mexico during the summer and fall. 
* % % 
A delegation from the Bulgarian Orthodox Ghurch is visiting Moscow at the 


invitation of the Russian Orthodox Church to discuss general church affairs 
and the furthering of Christian Unity. 


Canada's Lutheran Churches have decided to establish, on a trial basis, a 


-Tutheran Centre in Montreal to give information to French-speaking Canadians 


about the doctrine and organisation of the Lutheran Church. The two-year 
project will open in September. | : 


* * * 


Twenty-five representatives of the vadio and television industry and the 
church met recently at Baptist Theological Seminary, Ruschlikon, Switzerland, 
for the second Radio and Television Conference under the auspices of Buropean 
Baptist Federation. The conference took the form of a workshop for the 
study of the techniques of programme building, writing, and recording, . 


% * * 


The first expatriate missionaries of the Nihon Lutheran Church will be two 
medical missionaries who will be sent to India in 1967. It is hoped that 
one of them can be supported by sister Lutheran churches in Asia while the 
other will be supported by the church in Japans 

% x *% 


The Spanish Ministry of Information and Tourism has authorized the entry of 
Protestant publications from the United States for use in Spanish Baptist 
Sunday schools. 


* fuse 


A first edition of 80,000 copies ofa revised Luther-Bible has been 
published in Berlin by the Bvangelical Bible Society, Germany's major Bible 
agency. Society officials predict a sale of at least half of the copies 
by Reformation Day, October 31, which will be celebrated in German churches 


‘this year as "Bible Sunday". On that date copies of the new edition will 


be presented officially to the eight bishops of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (BEID) in Hast Germany. 


* * * 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., will receive an honorary doctorate from the 


Christian Free University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands, on October 20. The 
date will mark the university's 85th anniversary. ; EPS, Genevae . 
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GUIDELINES FOR AFRICAN 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH 


(Bingerville, Ivory Coast) - Fear that African youth may have been so 
strongly influenced by Western culture that ‘they have lost their’ "genuine 
African personality" was expressed by some 50 leaders of French-speaking 
African youth and student organizations convened here. 


The meeting was sponsored jointly by the Youth Commission of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches and the World Student Christian Federation. 


Participants underlined the responsibilities of their organizations to help 
young Africans be truly African. Even if their programmes reached only a 
small percentage of contemporary youth, they said "that minority will 
inevitably be. called upon to play a leading role in the future'and it would 
be intolerable for African leaders to have lost their African soul". 


These were salient points of guidelines for African Christian youth advanced 
by the meeting: Man ATTA Sty 


~ "When confronted by ideological struggles which divide Africans and put 
one African country against anotherse-eyoung people must be helped ‘to see 
Africa-as an entity. The import of any ideology which is not truly African 
must be understood-as Sekar nit she second tert of eae a ieee of the 
black man." 


- Youth must "liberate itself from the hypocrisy of atime an uneat: They 
must become involved politically, not in order to support a particular leader 
or political ‘organization, but in order -to ‘become really conscious of Africa's 
problems and to participate effectively in nation building...«They must be 
clearly conscious of the neo-colonial phenomenon which takes fhe form of the 
perpetuation of a colonial economic age ba ig ek and of the irensaye activity 
of foreign monopolies". | 


~ Youth must fight against ithe ion eHeee dispropobeiee between salaries and 
the bureaucratic apathy nesulting from the bourgeois ‘mentality which has 
settled upon -the élite as a result -of cultural influences badly integrated 
into African reality". They must rid themselves of te myth which says that 
manual labour. is beneath them. 


-. Christian youth movements should be ready to oe a with: all. other 


interested movements, not only Roman Catholic "with whom collaboration is 

now a fact"; but with non-Christian movements. They must get out of their 
Nivory tower and go to those who have not yet received the. Gospel in order, 
on the one hand, ‘to have frank dialogue with them, and.on the other, to 
collaborate in social. and civic action. They also. should collaborate with 
national yotth services even though such collaboration might raise "delicate 
questions” in’ cases in which the. government seeks to impose one: party or one 
ideology tipon' the nation, especially upon its youth'and. even though Christian 
youth movéeménts "risk losing their identity if they become servants of 

such a power.+. 


"We live in a world ih ite the Christian’ should. not be afraid’ to dirty 
his hands...The. danger of contagion.is great.zeand those who are engaged in 
such work.must be.supported.with constant: intercessions." - 


~ Christian youth must work for an end to the disunity of the churches. They 
must seek especially "to put the brakes on the proliferation of missions 
which in the last analysis are only the spring-board for contests of 
influence and tensions of all kind". They must understand: "the division 
of the Church in competing sects is nothing more than a prolongation of 
colonialism.e..and the historical forces which produced a divided church... 
seeing the mercantile She Bree purpose of some of these enterprises".. 

EPS, Genevae 
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FIVE MISSION HOSPITALS 
NATIONALISED BY BURMA 


(Rangoon) - During the first two weeks of July the Revolutionary. Government 
of the Union of Burma nationalised five well-known private hospitals 
established and operated here by various foreign missions, and dispensed 
with the services of the foreign doctors and nurses on the staffs. 


The first four hospitals were taken over by the State on JULY 5s These’ 
were: the Seventh-day Adventist Hospital operated by the American SeDeA. 
Mission, and Ramakrishna Mission Sevashram Charitable Hospital operated by 

a mission from India, both in Rangoon; the Ellen Mitchell Memorial Christian 
Hospital of Moulmein, run by the American Baptist Mission, and the Namhkan 
Hospital of Namhkan in Upper Burma, established as a private hospital by 

the late Dr. Gordon Seagraves, one-time Baptist missionary and well-known 
author who died this year. 


One week later the government took over the Holy Family Hospital in the 
Rangoon suburb of South Okkalapa, operated as a Roman Catholic mission 
hospital by Dutch nuns, 


The Working People's Daily, a government newspaper, said of the action: 


"Thesssbig private hospitals nationalised recently enjoy a record of 
splendid service to the public. But the need for their independent 
existence as non-official institutions is fast disappearing in a socialist 
state which has to be completely responsible for the medical and social’ care 
of all its public." EPS, Genevas 


CLERGYMEN!'S COMMITTEE 
SPEEDS UP DRIVE FOR PEACE 


(Sydney) - A group of Protestant ministers has formed the Canberra Vigil 
Committee to disseminate church statements critical of UsaS. military 
policies in Vietnam, which have the support of the Australian government, 
and to urge a negotiated peace. — 


Named acting chairman was Dr. Alan Walker, head of the Central Methodist 
Union, and a leading critic of Australian policy in Vietnam, He said the 
committee was established because of the "spontaneous reaction throughout 
Australia for informed statements on Vietnam", EPS, Geneva. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC TRIBUTE 
TO WALDENSIANS 


(Prali, Torino) - A declaration underlining their firm support of the 
principles of religious liberty and paying tribute to their "Waldensian 

brothers" was made by the three Roman Catholic participants from Pinerolo 
' taking part in a recent discussion of "Religious Liberty on Trial" 
organized by the Agape Community here. 


«“We who are from Pinerolo, the diocese which includes those valleys which 
once were the theatre of bitter religious wars, feel ourselves to be a 
party called to appear at the trial, to answer the tremendous accusations 
which such wars constitutes..", they said. | 


“True history, that wise teacher and terrible avenger, recognizes in each 
one the right and the wrong which is attributable to hin. In humbly 
recognising the wrong of our forefathers, who have abused the name of 
Catholic we also . pay homage to and are grateful to our Waldensian 
brothers who have suffered persecutions in order to estabkish the 

_ principle of religious freedom..." EPS, Genevas 
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ACCELERATED LAY TRAINING PROGRAMMES 
SEEN REQUIRED FOR AFRICAN CHURCHES 


(Yaoundé, Cameroun) = Stepped up programmes by the African churches to 
train their laity for more effective Christian witness in family and society 
were urged by 45 prominent laymen and women and pastors from nine West 


African countries and Madagascar 


attending a consultation here, 


The consultation on "The Role of Christian Laymen in Africa Today" was 


sponsored by the All Africa Conference 


of Churches in co-operation with the 


Department on the Laity and the Department on the Co-operation of Men and 


Women in Church, Family, and Society of 


the World Council of Churches. 


Emphasizing that "the future of the Church in Africa and elsewhere depends 
very much on the life and witness of Christian.men and women..." participants 
approved a series of specific recommendations which had been developed in 


three consultation "working groups". 


These included a call for launching of 
existing institutions or movements, or 
a wide scale of groups which could act 
dilemma facing Christians in different 
formation of a Department on the Laity 
ation of the All Africa Conference of 


Another resolution pointed to the need 


lay training programmes whether through 
through new centres, the formation on 
as forums where "the difficulties and 
areas can be freely discussed" and 

as a permanent part of the organis-~ 
Churches. 


for emphasis in the local church on. 


the ministry of the laity and suggested theological students should receive 
special instruction for the effective training of the laity. 


The working group dealing with Christian family life urged national and 
local councils of churches to make budgetary provision for full-time 


Christian life workers and drew up a 


list of some 25 suggested subjects 


ranging from "Budgeting" to "the IEA of Marriage" about which it would. 


be helpful to prepare brochures. 


Participants came from the Congo (Leopoldville), Cameroun, Nigeria, Gabon, 
Dahomey, Togo, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Sierra Leone, and Madagascar, 


BRITISH GROUP ASK ALL FAITHS' 
INTERVENTION IN VIETNAM CRISIS 


(London) - Intervention by the world's 


EPS, Genevas 


Christian leaders in co-operation 


with representatives of other faiths to seek a solution to the Vietnam 


crisis 


was urged at a specially called conference of Christian Action, 


an 


independent association of British clergy and laity. 


A resolution called on the Vatican and 


the World Council of Churches jointly 


to invite representatives of other religious faiths, especially the Buddhists, 


to join them for a 


consideration "as a matter of extreme urgency, 


of ways and 


means of intervening in the Vietnam dispute with a view to bringing about, 
through negotiations between all parties concerned in the dispute, a cessation 


of hostilities and a 
It asked the Archbishop of Canterbury, 


peaceful and just solution agreeable to all". 
the moderators of the Church of 


Scotland and the Free Church Federal Council, and the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Westminster or their representatives to "get together as quickly as 


possible to set some such motion in action". 


EPS, Geneva. 
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"POWERS AND PRINCIPALITIES" 
THEME OF USA YOUTH CONFERENCE 


(Williams Bay, Wise.) —»An international gathering of 500 teenagers .and 
youth leaders meeting here for the 1965 Ecumenical Youth Conference were 
warned by a young Dutch theologian against becoming slaves to the "powers 
and principalities" of modern society. | 


The Rev. Albert H. van den Heuvel, executive secretary of the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches, told his audience that such 
powers and principalities include economy, propaganda, sex, public opinion, 
religion, racial prejudice, nationalism, and colonialism. 


"Within the Christian faith", he stated in the keynote speech, "there is no 
place for submission to these powers and no place to ignore them, A mature. 
person must meet a power, de-mask it, and bring it under control", 


His audience was composed almost equally of young Americans and overseas 
students from 21 countries who have been studying in the USA during the past 
year under auspices of the International Christian Youth Exchange (ICYE). 
The- conference was jointly sponsored by ICYE and the United Christian Youth 
Movement of the National Council of Churches, 


In conference sessions the youth studied and discussed the uses and abuses 
of powers and principalities ~ comparing racial justice problems in thé USA 
and South Africa, nationalism and colonialism, and organized religion and 
the Christian faith. 

* * * 


Newspaper headlines were used in the daily litany for the conference. ~ 


Led by conference co-moderator Dick Stout, 18, of Burlingame, Calif., the 
youth in hushed congregation and with bowed heads responded "Lord have 
mercy upon us" as each headline was read. 


"en thousand eivil rights demonstrators marched Monday...", Mr. Stout read, 
"Lord have mercy on us", the. youth said, } 


"The White House raised the possibility that there’ will be a new military 
build-up in Vietnam..." 


"Lord have mercy on us'', the youth said, EPS, Geneva. 


CITIZENSHIP OATH 
CONTROVERSY IN CANADA 


(Caledonia, Ont.) - Following lengthy litigation the court of appeals here 
ruled that an atheist Dutch couple cannot be denicd Canadian citizenship 
because they could not in good conscience take the oath ending with the words 
"so help me God", 


But the decision which had given hope that the issue, which has gained 
widespread publicity, might be put to rest, was followed the next day by a 
ruling by a Victoria, BeCe, court on an appéal by another Dutch couple, 
also professed atheists, denying them citizenship for refusal ‘to take the ~ 
same Oath, - 


However, Religious News Service reports it is likely that moves will be made 
to submit a bill to Parliament to have the words removed from the citizenship 
oath, the only oath in Canada which uses them. EPS, Geneva. 
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MELANESIA CHURCH PROTESTS AGAINST 
PROPOSED FRENCH NUCLEAR TEST 


(Siota, British Solomon Islands) - A unanimous resolution protesting against 
the proposed explosion by the French of a nuclear bomb in the Pacific near 
Tahiti was adopted by the Standing Committee of the Synod of the Anglican 
Diocese of Melanesia. 


The Synod resolution asked the World Council of Churches! Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs to protest against the proposed explosion 
Min the interests of the population of the Pacific". In Geneva CCIA 
officials said they had communicated the resolution to the Commission on 
International Affairs of the French Protestant Federation. _ 3 


‘Some 140 persons, including all the priests of the Diocese and representative 

laymen and women, attended the Melanesian meeting. Of these about 120 were 

either Melanesians or Polynesians from the Solomon Islands or the New 

Hebrides. The Diocese includes the British Solomon Islands Protectorate, 

the New Hebrides Condominium, and New Caledonia, which is a French erritory. 
. | EPS, Geneva. 


CCIA OFFICERS MEET 
DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATORS 


(Geneva) - Officers of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, an agency of the World Council of Churches, conferred here this week 
with leaders of U.S., U.K., and U.S.S.R. delegations to the resumed 
Disarmament Conference. | 


They communicated to them a "minute" approved by the recent CCIA executive 
committee expressing the need for expansion of the Limited Test Ban Treaty 
to include underground testing and for reaching firm agreements to prevent 
.nuclear weapons proliferation. 


CCIA officers Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director, and Dr. Hilfan Rees, 
representative in Burope, met in separate session with Lord Chalfont, chief 
British delegate; Ambassador William Foster, head of the U.S. delegation, 
and Mr. Semyon K. Tsarapkin, head of the Soviet delegation. EPS, Geneva. 


MEMBERS OF DISSIDENT USA CHURCH 
STILL EPISCOPALIANS, BISHOP RULES 


(Savannah, Ga.) « Members of St. John's Episcopal Church here have been 
informed by the bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Georgia that they are 
still Episcopalians despite of their congregational vote to leave the 
denomination. 


The congregation, in objection to a church law that Negroes be admitted to 
worship and membership, had voted overwhelmingly to disaffiliate from the 
national church. 


In 4 letter to the St. John's members, Bishop Albert Rhett Stuart of Georgia 
said that since individuals become Episcopalians by baptism and through 
profession of faith, the congregational vote could not remove them from © 
the church. EPS, Génevas 
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REPORT ON BAPTISMS 


‘IN RUSSIA 


(Leningrad) - More than one out of three babies born in the Soviet tater ie 


during 1963 were baptised, according to a survey conducted by the 
Sociological Research Institute here. In 1964, however, the number had 
dropped to one in five, 


The survey, reported in the August issue of Herder Correspondence, showed 


that the highest proportion - more than three-quarters: ~ were children ‘of 


parents who had had no secondary education, 


The article explains this by saying that "unskilled workers are less likely 


to conceal the fact of ena than en eee a people who have more to 
lose", ea EPS, Geneva. 


SPANISH CATHOLIC GROUP WILL 


VISIT ORTHODOX LEADERS 


(Madrid) - A l4-member delegation of the Oriente Christiano, a Roman 
Catholic group, will leave here in mid August for a 38-day tour to meet 
with Orthodox leaders in the USSR and Middle East. 


The group will spend 11 days in Russia at the invitation of Patriarch 
Alexis. It will then journey to Istanbul for talks with the Ecumenical 


Patriarch and to other Middle Bast cities for meetings with Orthodox UH EE Gn 


The delegation will include Spanish and Argentinian clergy. 


Oriente Christiano was' formed by a Spanish priest about 25. years ago to 
foster better relations with the Orthodox, HPS, Genevar 


PRESBYTERIAN, ROMAN CATHOLIC 
TALKS IN USA . 
(Washington, D.C. ) - High level exploratory talks between representatives 


of the Roman Catholic Church and the’ United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
concluded here with an agreement that future discussions will centre around 


the theme of reform and renewal ya a continuing. process in the.life-of the: 


Church and its members", 


Clergy and lay participants in the. Ua ee hs 8 one=day meeting here said that 


the next talks, projected for sometime in November, would concentrate on 


_two types of concerns which "we are suresesmust-not ie separated from one 


another", ar. 


These were "the theological issues that should involve us as sévarated: 
Christians" and "the common task we face Pte See as believers bearing 
witness to Christ before a all mankind". 


The meeting was. the third on a national level between USA Roman Catholics — 
and Protestants in recent months. ° Harlier conversations were held with 
Episcopal and Lutheran leaders. However, it was unusual in the fact that 
wonen leaders - two Presbyterian and one Roman Catholic - took part as 
official representatives. EPS, Geneva. 
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ANGLICAN LBADERS PROTEST “AGAINST (2 00 +) 8) oP ha 
‘PERSECUTION IN SOUTH SUDAN ‘ : i 


(manpsta) s A joint letter strongly BSR eh against religious persecution 
in the southern Sudan has been.sent to Sudanese government officials and 

the general secretary of the Organization for African Unity by the Anglican and 
Roman Catholic Archbishops in Uganda. ad 


‘ Catholic Archbishop Joseph Kiwanuka of Bibaeas and haetien Archbishop 
_ leslie W. Brown declared that “much blood has: been shed" and that "the 
. faithful taking refuge in mosques and churches have been struck down". 


They urged the Sudanese government to permit the Feels tremens et for ifrican Unity 
to investigate the situation. ; 


In Rome Vatican: Radio, reporting the letter, appealed to the "human and 
Christian conscience of mankind” to take action against the persecution. 


Tt noted that a round-table conference last March in Khartoum gave hopes | 
that religious persecution would end, but that "these hopes were. dashed when 

the government clamped down on the southern province and ae ea warfare and - 
merciless massacres became the order of the day". . 


It reported the Roman Catholic seminaries at Tor and Kit Hed been. EE 
‘and 1,000 persons put to death, and that both. Roman Catholic and Protestant 
missions and churches had beén burnt down, and Christian leaders have bem 
forced to flee. - EPS, Geneva. 


BRAZIL BECOMES 19th 
AUTONOMOUS ANGLICAN CHURCH | | 
(London) ~ The formation of the Episcopal Church of Brazil, which embodies 
the former missionary, dioceses of Southern, Central and South+Western 
Brazil, and will‘ become the nineteenth of the regional churches of the. | 
dnglice wn Communion, was formally announcéd-in a letter réceived this week 
“by the Archbishop of Canterbury from the BEahon. of Southern Brazil, the | 
Rt. Rev. Egmont Kriscnke. : sae 


Bishop Krischke, who has puoone the Primate of the new church, states that- 
it will be-a national, self-governing branch of the Anglican Gommandon 2 A 
-Its establishment was approved last year by the House of Bishops of the ~~ 


‘: Episcopal Church in the United States, of which the three dioceses in 


bra, aZil were formerly overseas missionary: dioceses. 


mere are about forty thousand Anglicans. in the three Brazilian ‘dioceses, 
which cover only a fifth of the country's total area The population of. 
peor is about seventy mitbion. EPS , Geneva. 


- COLOMBIA FORBIDS IMPORT 
. OF MOODY INSTITUTE BOOKS 


. (Chicago) ~ The director of the Moody Bible Institute's ee ee Mission 
reported here that government authorities in Colombia have refused tO. issue. 

an import. licence.for the entry of 25,000 religious books into the aaa 
“American country. . . e 


Peter F. Gunther, head of the Moody. Literature tiiesion; seid that because the 
permit has been denied the books have remained in Bogota customs since 
January. There were being shipped to Literature Crusades . a non-profit: 


Christian group in Bogota, for sale or other distribution. EPS, Geneva. 
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JAPANESE PEACE TEAM DISCUSSES 
VIETNAM WITH AMERICAN CHURCHMEN 


(New York) - A delegation of Japanese Christians on a three-week mission ~ 
here to talk with American church leaders about Vietnam said that they had 
found "a divergence of opinions and a sceking for more adequate solutions" 
to the crisis. 


The statement issued following two days of private meetings with American 
Protestant leaders declared: "We go with you in this search with sympathy 
and understandings We firmly believe that this form of going together 
heralds a new hope for the peace of the world and the future of humanity." 


The Japanese church leaders - four men and one woman - suggested a three- 
point programme for USA action: cease bombing North Vietnam and halt direct 
intervention by American troops as indication of U.S. willingness of 
negotiate; ask other nations concerned, especially participants in the 
Geneva Conference, to call a conference; recognize the Vietcong as Nan 
independent partyto the negotiations". 


The delegation is visiting the USA on behalf of the Japan Christian Council 
of Peace in Vietnam, an independent organization of concerned Christians. 
HPS, Genevas 


GERMAN-LANGUAGE BAPTIST CHURCHES 
IN BRAZIL REPORTED ACTIVE 


(Ruschlikon, Switzerland) - In the past five years German-language Baptist 
churches in Brazil have come out of their isolation and have joined with the 
Baptist Union of Brazil in a concerted missionary thrust, says general 
secretary Rudolf Thaut of the Evangelical Free Church Union of Germany. 


Dr. Thaut, who was a major speaker at the recent meeting of German-language 
Baptist churches in Brazil, reported that"during the past 15 years Brazilian 
Baptist churches have experiencal extraordinarily strong evangelistic activity 
and membership has more than doubled. 


His remarks were reported by the European Baptist Press Service published 
heres EPS, Genevae 


NEW FOUNDATION IN GERMANY 
FOR NEW TESTAMENT STUDY 


(Munster, west Germany ) - An interconfessional Foundation for New Testament 
Research designed to give new stimulus to this work has been founded here 
with a board of leading German government and church officials. 


Named chairman of the board was Lutheran Bishop Hermann Kunst of Bonn, Board 
members include Chancellor Ludwig Erhard; Dr.Georhard Schroder, Foreign Minister; 
Dr. Eugene Gerstenmaier, president of the Bundestag} Dr. Otto Dibelius, 

Bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg; and Prince Zu Lowenstein, president of the 
Central Committee of Roman Catholics. 


The new foundation will work in cooperation with the Institute of the same 
name at the University of Munster. EPS, Genevae 
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"BREAD FOR THE WORLD" NOW 

“AIDING 587 PROJECTS 

(Stuttgart) - Funds. totalling DM 5,766,300 ($1,452,468) were allocated for 
overseas aid projects by officials of "Bread for the World", the German 
churches! relicf and rehabilitation agency at a meeting here. 3 


\ 


The aid will go to 24 nations and bring the total number of agency-supported 
projects to. 587. 


The newly approved projects include construction of a girl's boarding 
school in Madagascar, extension of a technical school in Indonesia, and 


extension of water facilities at a schook in New Guinea. Other aid has 
gone for, agricultural and technical self-help projects, as well as for mass 


emergency feeding programmes and refugee relief. EPS, Geneva. 


SOVIET PLEDGES REDRESS OF 
THREE GRIEVANCES OF JEWS 


(Moscow) - Soviet authorities have told leaders of the city's Jewish 
community that three specific grievances, will be redressed. They have 
assured them they can now bake as much unleavened bread as they like; that 
10,000 copies of the Hebrew prayer book may be printed, and that the Jewish 
seminary may enroll 20 students from Moscow and ten from other parts of 

’ Russia, 


Commenting on the report Edward Crankshaw writing in the Observer, Londons 
said that it "offers the first ray of hope for a long time to the mass of 
wJews, in Russlaw..bube tt Ls only, the beginning of a promise, not fulfillment, 
and promises have been made before". ib 

fn fact, he commented, "there was no ban on unleavened bread: it was only 
made impossible for it to be obtained. Similsrly there was no ban on: the. 
Moscow seminary, all that happened was that residence: permits for would-be 
students were refused. 


"The agreement, as far as it goes, touches only the fringe of the problem. 


80 far it applies only to Moscow. There. is still. no sign that the many 
Synagogues closed down in pasé years all over the Soviet Union will be 
re-openeds..! EPS, Geneva. 


PAKISTANI LEADER UFHOLDS 
RIGHTS OF MISSIONARIES 


(Rawalpindi) ~ Pakistan's parliamentary secretary. said here. that his 
government has no intention £ banning the activities of Christian 
missionaries in this predominantly Moslem country, 


, Such a step would be a violation of fundamental religious rights guaranteed 
in Pakistan's constitution, declared Hamid Rheza Gilani in answer to pugnies 
raised in Parliament by non-Christian deputies. 


The deputies! questions sprang from recent agitation by some ond Gea sed ae 
leaders in the country who have been urging a ban Reena St Christian 
missionaries. | : EPS, Geneva. 
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REPORT ON LIFE OF 
CHURGHES IN INDONESIA 


(The Ha gue) -~ Improved missionary ties with Indonesia are reported by the 
Netherlands Reformed Church's Mission Board here, 


Tt seid that at the endof 1964 there was’ a-totah. of eight ministers, four 
doctors, one vangelist, and two welfare workers serving in the country under 
Board auspices, as contrasted with a total of five persons in 1963. 


It. was noted that despite the fact that diplomatic relations had been cut 
between the two countries and that they have gone through difficult periods, 
the ties between the churches had.never been broken. 


It reported there are today upwards of four-and-a-half millicn Christians 
in Indonesia, an increase of three times the pre-World War II figure, and 
that conversions are numerous, even in places like Java, Bali, and Southern 
' Celcbes where they previously had been alaost unknown, The Student 
Christian Movement has 30,000 members and the army has asked for 350 
chaplains, many more than the churches can supply. 


"Theopenness for the Gospel is very clear in many parts of Indonesian 
society", the report said, but added "one asks oneself whether this outward 
strengthening has not been paid for by an inner weakening of the witness of 
the ‘church, in view of comments by some Christians who seem to lack a 
critical sense regarding new national catch-words". EPS, Genevas 


NEW LAY ORDER FOR 
BRAZILIAN METHODISTS 


(Rio de Janeiro) = Creation of a full-time lay order of deacons and 
deaconesses was approved by the autonomous Methodist Church of Brazil in 
quinquennial session here. The change in the church's SONS ua eon was the 
first since it.was drawn up in 1930. 


Delegates to the General Conference also approved changes providing for only 
one ordination, that of elder in) the ministry and created the office of 
"evangelist" for lay . workers. 


The Conference voted to make its Ecumenical Commission, until now a part of 
the Board of Social Action, an autonomous and permanent commission of the 
General :Conference, and. elected six bishops, the largest number in the 
church!s history. 


The Brazil church has’ 54,300 members, a total constituency of about 150, 000: 
and 810 organized congregations (with an additional 1,048 ‘preaching pdintels 
It became an autonomous, self-governing church ain 1930 and is the largest 
Methodist body in Latin America. EPS, Geneva. 


POLISH WRITER CLAIMS ‘EMANCIPATION! FROM, 
NOT THOSTILITY! TO, CHURCHES 


(Warsaw) - A leading anti-religious Polish writer contended here that 
government restrictions on the Roman Catholic Church in this country did not 
mean "hostility against the Church", but the "emancipation of public life 
from religious influences". 


Wieslaw Myslek said that the government was engaged in a "secularization" of 
public life, which, he claimed, is being opposed only by the Catholic Church 
and not by other religious bodies. The government, Mr. Myslek said, "does 
not oppose the development of religious practices, church activities, or the 
private practice of religion by citizens". EPS, Geneva. 
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The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Madras—Mylapore, India, has established 
an office for the promotion of contacts with other Christians. One of its 
first activities will be sponsorship of a public dialogue between Roman 
Catholic and Protestant leaders on the subject of Mariology and the use of 
art and images in the church. 


* * x 


A group of English Roman Catholics, who for many years have been praying for 
Christian unity, joined by.an Anglican group will make a pilgrimage to 
Russia where they will keep an all night vigil of prayer for unity on 

August 28 in the Trinity-Sergius Monastery at 4agorsk. The pilgrimage is 
being organized by the All Night Vigil Association formed originally to 

pray for the conversion of Russia, but in recent years seeking the unity 

and renewal of all Christians. 


* % * 


The autonomous Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas has 

asked its sister church in the United States for six to eight experienced 
Methodist ministers to serve for two years as missionary pastors starting 
this fall. | 


% * * 


Bishop Odutola, Anglican Bishop of Ib dan, has been appointed first 
Moderator of the Church of Nigeria which is to be established in December 
this years. The church is the result of many years of cooperation and 
negotiations between the Anglican, Presbyterian, and Methodist Churches in 
Nigeria. 


*% * * 


Theologians from eight nations met for five days near Hamburg, Germany, last 
week to discuss the importance of the Church Fathers for contemporary 
Christian unity dialogue. Results of the meeting sponsored by the 
Department on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches will be 
submitted to the Faith and Order Commission at its meetings in 1967. 


*& * * 
The fifth World Congress of the International Organization for the Study 
of the Old Testament will be held in Geneva, August 22-28. some 300 


Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic specialists, as well 
as Jewish scholars, will attend. EPS, Genevae 


* * % 
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MME PANDIT CRITICAL OF 
U.N. COOPERATION YEAR 


(Tokyo, Japan) - India's leading woman diplomat, Madame Vijaya Lakshmi 
Pandit, strongly criticized the current United Nations "Cooperation Year" 
for failing to give an urgently needed dynamic lead in promoting the causes 
and objectives of the United Nations in a speech here. 


A former president of the UN General Assembly and a sister of the late 
Prime Minister Nehru, Mme Pandit declared that the "Year" could have peen 
used to make "world leaders pause and think about the direction in which 
they were heading. It could have been used to bring the United Nations 
and its objectives into millions of homes and thus restored the faith that 
has grown so dim. 


"But alas the effort has been a relatively small one and a great ADNAN) 
has bcen thissed," . Pig 


Madame Pandit spoke to 340 delegates representing 54 national YMCA movements 
attending the Fourth World Council meeting of YMCA's held in the Tokyo 
Festival Hall near heres, |. 


Turning to other world eu woven she told delegates that the fact that two 
thirds of the worldts population living in: Asia possess a quarter of the 
world's food supplies confronts the world with "an explosive Situatione 


"The appalling misery ‘and poverty in these areas is ‘a ‘continuous reminder 
that it is such conditions that breed revolution", she declared. wae 8 
Asia with a better, fuller life, with higher a tarcarae and with a hope for 
the future would provide guarantees of democracy and peace on which the 
world could rely." 


Outgoing Alliance president, Dr. Charles D. Sherman, Finance Minister of 
Liberia, in.the opening address, said that the YMCA secks to discover "the 
inner fundamental links that bind.all.men" and to "protect youth from a world 
of meaninglessness or existentialism. 

"We shall get the message of Christ across to young mén‘orily if we 
communicate through the power of the love of God", he said. 

Delegates meeting: in numerous commission sessions mapped out plans. for Sh N 
work during the next five -years -starting discussions with the basic question 
"What is the YMCA". Study subjects included YMCA principles of work and 
service, Christian emphasis -and.the.ecumenical opportunity, leadership 
development, race relations, intermovement cooperation and ‘extension 
strategy, and programmes for youth, especially students. Work in Africa 

was given special attention. | 


The delegates | ‘elected as the World Alliance's new ‘president, succeeding 

Dre Sherman, James C. Saas II, 55, president of the Marathon Oil Company, 
Ohio, USA. Mr. Donnell ha asus as Alliance vice president since 1955 and 
is a member ‘of the YMCA Ree ee Council in the USA. . EPS, Geneva. 


TALZE COMMUNITY WILL MARK | 
25TH ANNIVERSARY | 


(Taizé, Frande) —- August 29th will mark the 25th anniversary of the Taizé 
Protestant brotherhood community established to foster Christian unity. 


The date will be highlighted with the dedication of an Orthodox chapel and 
centre established at the express request of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
The service will be attended by numerous Protestant and Orthodox clergy as 
well as a Roman Catholic Cardinal, 


Congratulations on the work of the oy, were broadcast recently by 
Vatican, Radio. _ EPS, Genevae 
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BISHOP ASKS INQUIRY OF 
SOUTH AFRICAN PRISON CONDITIONS 


(Johannesburg) - The Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg, the Right Rev. 
Leslie Stradling has urged the South African government to establish a 
judicial inquiry into allegations of brutality and electric-shock torture 
in this country's prisons. | 


The Minister of Justice, Balthazar Vorster, has already refused a similar 
request for a public inquiry made by Opposition Members of Parliament. 
Pe EPS, Geneva. 


GERMAN PROTESTANT LEADERS 
DENOUNCE ANTI-SEMITISM 


(Cologne) ~ Rejection of every anti~Gemitic move and recognition of the 
heavy guilt which Christians bear in their relations with the Jews was 

urged in a statement receiveadlby a working party of the 12th German Evangelical 
Kirchentag here. More than 20,000 German laymen and clergy, joined by 
prominent churchmen from abroad, attended the gathering. 


Supporting the proposed Vatican statement on relations with the Jews, the 
Protestant assembly declared that we must "think, speak and act in (its) 
spirit. | 

"We want to reject every anti-Semitic move, we want to emphasize not evil 
charges against the Jews as deicides, but our own guilt in Chien GING Lh a On! 
of Christ. 


"We are committed to the realization that Jews and Christians belong together 
in the election of God. We lament that this realization has for a long time 
remained obscure in Christianity. This is the cause for a heavy guilt, 
through centuries, of Christendom vis-a-vis the Jews and whose effects 

lasted up to the atrocities of the Jewish persecutions in our century. The 
realization of the guilt compels us to repentance and to acts of brotherly 
love and justice towards the JewS+ee. 


Vin.,.our country where anti-Semitism, in which many Christians have partici- 
pated, has led to such murderous results, Evangelical and Catholic churches 
must with full determination make an end to the evil prejudices against the 
Jews and to the assertions of a collective guilt of the Jewish people in 
the crucifixion..." . 


Such’ actions, it pointed out, would be fully’ in accord with the proposed 
Vatican text on the Jews and the statement on anti-Semitism adopted by the 
Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 1961. EPS, Genevae 


CONGREGATIONAL, REFORMED 
WORLD LEADERS MEET 


(London) - The Joint Committee, formed by the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches and the International Congregational Council to consider future 
relations between the two world organizations has met at New College here. 
A section of the Joint Committee had met in July at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, Princeton, N.sJe,y UeSeA. 


The Joint Committee produced a unanimous report which is to be presented to 
the Executive Committees of the two bodies in July 1966. EPS, Genevas 
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AUSTRALIAN ANGLICAN MOVE TO 
ENTER UNITY DISCUSSIONS 


(Perth) ~- An eight-man committee of Australian Anglicans headed by Rev. 
Canon Laurence Eyers. of the Society of the Sacred Mission, has 
recommended that the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Australia . 
formally enter into discussions with the Congregational, Methodist, -and 
Presbyterian Churches. At the moment a "Basis of Union" proposal is being 
considered at the local congregation level by these three denominations. 


In a report to the Anglican Archbishop of Perth, the Most Rev. George 
Appleton, Canon EHyers said it would be unrealistic not to acknowledge the 
real differences between the churches, but that honest discussion and 
re-examination is required on a number of issues. He listed among these} 
the understanding of episcopacy, baptism, confirmation by ministers other 
than bishops, and the ordination of women. 


The report suggested that "differences of ethos and custom might prove more 
difficult to overcome than matters of theology". . EPS, Geneva. 


MOSLEM WOMEN MAY NOT MARRY 
COMMUNIST, SAYS ISLAMIC AUTHORITY 


(Cairo) ~ One of Islam's top spiritual authorities has ruled that no Moslem 
woman may validly contract marriege with a Communist. . 


The ruling was handed down by thé Grand Imam of Al-Azhar University, world 
centre of the Islamic faith, in reply to a query submitted by an Egyptian 
citizen who sought his opinion on a projected marriage between his Moslem 
daughter and a self-professed young Communist. It said such a union was 
impossible because communism was "a materialistic creed which does not 
believe in God and denies all religions, branding them as 'myths!". 

. : EPS, Geneva. 


RC PRIEST LEADS PRAYERS 
IN WESTMINSTER ABBRY 


(London) - For what is believed to be the first time since the Reformation a 
Roman Catholic priest. led the prayers from the pulpit of Westminster Abbey. 


Hr. Edmund Jones, a Benedictine monk, participated with Protestant, Anglican, 
and Orthodox leaders in a three-hour prayer service for Christian Unity on 
the Feast of the Transfiguration. Giving thanks for the work for unity 

in all Christian churches, he prayed: 


"Let us thank God for the ecumenical movement...for the blessings He has 
given, to all those who call on His name, through the World Council Of: 
Churches...for new impetus given to the Christian unity movement by Pope 
DOU se ig EPS, Geneva. 


PROTESTANT ‘SEMINARY ENROLLMENT 
INCREASES IN EAST GERMANY 


(Berlin) ~ Enrollnent in Hast German Protestant theological schools continued 
its upwards trend last year after a post-war low in 1961, according to’ the 
1965 Statistical Year Book, 


Students enrolled at Evangelical Faculties in 1964 was given as 624, up 32 in 
a years Since 1958, when there were 751 Evangelical seminarians, their 
number had steadily decreased until a low of 494 was reached in 1961. In 
West Germany, some 3,500 Protestant youths are studying for the ministry.« 
EPS, Geneva. 
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ROBBINS STRONG NAMED 
TO WCC INTERIM POST 


(Geneva) - The Rev. Robbins Strong, New York City, a United Church of 
Christ overseas mission executive, has been named acting director of the 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


The announcement was made heré and in New York jointly by Dr. W. A. Visser '+ 
Hooft, géneral secretary of the World Council of Churches, and Dr. Alford 
Carleton, Hieckalde Mie vice president of the Was pet Church Board for World 
Ministriese 


Mr. Strong will take up his post ‘at the Geneva headquarters of the World | 
Council on September 1, He is being loaned for six months by the United - 
Church Board where he serves as general secretary of interpretation and’ 
personnel. 


The Rte Revs. Jo We Lesslie Newbigin, who is at present director of the Division, 
will ‘terminate the appointment on August 31 in order to assume new duties as _ 
Bishop of Madras of the Church of South India. 


Lt -is expected that the World Council's Central Committee will make the 
substantive appointment of director at its meeting in February 1966. 


Mr. Strong joined the staff of the United Church Board for World Ministries - 
in 1962. In addition to heading the Division of Interpretation and 
Personnel, he is European area secretary for the Board, supervising its 
relations with European churches and church-sponsored projects. 


From 1954 to 1962 he was with the World Alliance of Young Men's Christian 
Associationsin Geneva as secretary for extension and intermovement aid. 

He began his. career in 1940 as a missionary in North China for the American » 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, now part of the United Church 
Board for World Ministries. . EPS, Genevas 


NEW UNITED CHURCH 
FORMED IN ECUADOR 


Qt BOs. Ecuador) -— The United Evangelical Church of Ecuador officially came 
into being at a meeting of 70 delegates of ten founder pOPeR pert aons at 
Calederon, ten miles north of here, 


The ten congregations, which have a total of 300 communicant members, 
represented churches formed by the Church of the Brethren Mission, the United: 
Andean Indian Mission, and by a self-supporting congregation with-no mission 
affiliation. 


Thus 5 a communiqué said, "the new church is not merely a union of mission 
efforts, but represents the formation of 2 new united church, clearly 
Ecuadorian in leadership and structure, but anxious to maintain close ties 
with. parent bodies in the USA". 


The constituting assembly elected as the church's first president the 
Rev. Gonzalo Carvajal, a recent graduate of the Presbyterian Theological 
seminary of Campinas, Brazil. Letters of greeting were received from 
United Churches’ in Japan, North India, the Philippines, and the Church of 
Christ .in China, EPS, Geneva. 
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TWO USA CHURCHES 
SEEK RE-UNION 


(Memphis, Tenn.) - Moves to end a dvision of nearly 100 years and re-unite 
the predominantly white Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the Second 
Cumberland Presbyterian Chursh, a Negro body, are underway. 


In line with recommendations of a joint committee established in 1963, 
leaders of the two churches have held a series of regional meetings, local 
congregations are holding combined fellowship and worship activities, and 
the two churches are jointly underwriting a scholarship programme. 


Presbyteries of the two churches, meanwhile, are studying reports of the 
joint committee which has asked them to submit comments to it by February; 
1966. On the basis of these the committee is expected to draw up concrete’ 
proposals for reunion to be presented to the assemblies of the two churchese 
If these are approved union could be realized in 1967. 


‘A statement of theological basis for re-unification of the two churches, 
which share the same Confession of Faith, declares: "The matter which is 
before us is the essential unity of the Church. We are not now concerned 
with questions of social justice, though there are many which exist in our 
land...«(but) with the question of the unity of our own fellowship. a 


"yeeWhen the church faces a problem of its own basic unity it must not asky,. 
what will custom allow? What will people accept? Rather it must ask, 
what is required of those who are members of the body of Christ, united by 
the Holy Spirit in a bond of self=giving love?" 


The two churches were split in 1869 when the Negro churches of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church were set apart by its General Assembly with 
their own ecclesiastical organization. Present membership of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church is 82,000. The Second Cumberland. Church 
has 30,000 members. -. EPS, Genevas 


WELSH UNITED CHURCH PROPOSAL 
INVOLVES FOUR DENOMINATIONS 


(London) ~- Proposals for a union of Welsh Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, 
and Congregationalists into one United Church of Wales have been published 
by an inter-church committee. 


The committee of the four denominations was established after a declaration 
by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Wales in 1954 of its 
readiness to enter into discussions with other churches. desiring unity, 


Since then it has published various reports on union for general study. 
Now, after "careful consideration of many criticisms and contributions from 
various sources", it has published a "Scheme of Union" for official 
consideration by ‘the churches, It asked that the churches submit their 
official judgements of the scheme before the end of 1967. If” the plan. is 
accepted, the churches are expected to appoint a joint committee to © 
prepare.a draft constitution for the United Churches EPS, Genevae 
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EVANGELICAL BISHOP REJECTS 
RC PROPOSAL FOR PATRIARCHATE 


(Vienna) ~ Evangelical Bishop Gerhard May of Vienna has greeted with 
noticeable lack of warmth a proposal by the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Salzburg that an "Evangelical (Lutheran) - Catholic Patriarchate" be 
established through which the Lutheran Church would be accepted as a 
separate branch of the Roman Catholic Church. . 


He said his church would not be interested in such an arrangement unless 
agreement were first reached on such basic issues as papal primacy and 
infallibility, the hierarchial structure of the Roman Catholic Church, and 
Catholic teaching on the Mass and on the Virgin Mary. 


Archbishop Andreas Rohracher had advanced the idea in an article in the 
Catholic journal Der Feuerreiter. Noting there were precedents for such © 
an agreement in the fact that individual patriarchates were founded to assist 
the reunion of several Oriental-rite churches with Rome, he said there’ was 

no reason why something similar cannot be worked out for the Lutherans. 


He added agreement would have to be reached on the "foundation of faith" 
before such a patriarchate could be set up, but once this was done it would 
be possible to envisage the administrative, ritual, and disciplinary 
tradition of Lutheranism accepted as a juridically established branch of 
Lutheranism. EPS, Genevae 


ECUMENICAL HELP 
FOR THE POOR 


(Niederalteich, Germany) — Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic Christians 
meeting at the Ecumenical Institute of the Benedictine abbey of Niederalteich 
agreed to help the world's poor by the creation of a "circle of tptend ss 7.07 9 
ecumenical fraternal service". eae 


Participants from the United States, Germany, France, Austria, Italy, the | 
Netherlands, Denmark, and Sweden, discussed the possibility of joint church > 
action to help the poor. pikes 

Father Ansgar Ahlibrecht, 0.«S.B., of Niederalteich proposed the "circle of 
friends" on the basis of his experience in bringing young Catholics and 


Protestants together for joint assistance to those in necds Currently 
a group of Roman Catholics is working with Mennonite volunteers in camps 


for the homeless in Bonn, the West German capital. EPS, Genevas 


WALDENSTANS CRITICAL OF CONCORDAT 
ARTICLE ON FORMER RC PRIustTs 


(Rome) - La Luce, official publication of the Waldensian Church of Italy, 
said in an editorial that the fact that the Roman Catholic Church has not. — 
asked for repeal of Article 5 of its Concordat with Italy which denies 
former Roman Catholic priests full.civil rights "is a stain on the reput- 
ation:of the Church of Rome of which many Catholics are sincerely ashamed'. 


Italian Protestants do not seek to interfere in the affairs of others, it 
said, but feel it their duty to protest against "the inferference of 
ecclesiastical law in civil legislation" and to stress their concern for 
constitutional guarantees of basic civil rights for all persons. 
rie Wat Oath as aye , iy EPS, Geneva. 
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DON'T WEAKEN STATEMENT ON JEWS, 
RC WRITER ASKS 


(Vienna)-Concern that the Froposed text of the Declaration on the Jews, 
scheduled for consideration by the next session of the Vatican Council, 

not be watered down is expressed in an article by Father CGlemns Thoma, SVD, 
in the current issue of Actio Catholica, the Roman Catholic graduate 
students! journal published here. 


While it is understandable that the Pope must keep in mind the interests of 
Arab States, he said, "diplomacy should not be allowed to fix the limits 
of the Church which understands Israel as part of God!s plan for salvation. 


"Concern for the Church therefore means opposing all tendencies which, for 
expedicncy's sake, wish to turn the statement on the Jews into a superficial 
document or to push it aside entirely," “EPS, Geneva. 


NEW VATICAN. WEDDING RULES 
DISAPPOINTMENT TO PROTESTANTS 


(Rome ) - Protestant leaders have expressed disappointment. that new 
regulations for weddings announced by the Vatican do not go further. 


The new rules will permit celebration of the nuptial mass at a marriage of 
& Roman Catholic to a non-Roman Catholic and also grant bishops permission 
to allow non-Catholic Christian clergymen to give a sermon, prayer, or 
blessing in the home of one of the partners following the ceremony. 


Protestant churchmen pointed out, however, that Protestant clergy are 
still prohibited from taking any part in the actual marriage service and 
that nothing was said about modification of the requirement that childre 
of such a union be raised in the Roman Catholic Church. 
EPS, Geneva. 


TRIBESMEN WHO SLEW MISSIONARIES 
CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY 


(Chicago) ~ The’ entire tribe of about 100 Auca Indians in Ecuador who 
killed five American Protestant missionaries in 1956 has been converted to 
Christianity, the founder—director of the Wycliffe Bible Translators, Ince, 
reported here. ean 


Dr. William Cameroun Townsend, whose organization. has worked for years among 
wild Amazon tribes, said that many of the Aucans also are now active in 
preaching to other Indianse 


fast month two children of one of the murdered missionaries were baptized 
by an Aucan preacher who was one of the eight persons responsible for the 
MAassacres ‘EPS, Geneva. 


POPE APPEALS FOR 
PEACE IN SUDAN 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI has appealed to the Sudan government to cnd attacks: 
- upon Roman Catholics and other Christians in southern Sudan. (EPS No. Tes: 


In cables to government officials he urged "a cessation of this violence and 
shedding of blood,.-+and creation of conditions for the. establishment of 
normalcy and trust". B | 


In Khartoum last week the Sudanese Minister of Information denounced allega- 
tions’ that the government was warring against Christian communities in the 
south. He said action against all the missionarics who had been deported 
was taken because they had interfered with internal politics. EPS, Genevar 
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PUBLIC FUNDS FOR BIRTH CONTROL RESEARCH, 
FAMILY PLANNING, BACKED BY CATHOLIC GROUP 


(Washington, D.C.) - A group of 35 prominent USA Roman Catholics - six 
priests, a nun, and 28 laymen - in a signed statement of principles, have 
urged the use of public funds to support research in birth control and in 
implementing programmes for family Planning. 


Signers of the statement, who acted in their individual capacities, set down 
five principal points as a suggested basis for resolving the political-moral 
problems regarding use of public funds for such programmes. 


1. . in a legitimate concern over public health, education, and poverty, the 
government may properly establish programmes which permit citizens to exercise 
a free choice in matters of responsible parenthood in accordance with their 
moral standards. 


2. In such programmes, the government may properly give information and 
assistance :concerning medically accepted forms of family planning, so long as 
human life and persorial rights are safeguarded and no coercion or pressure is 
exerted against individual moral choice. 


3. In such programmes, the government should not imply a preference for any 


particular method: of family planning. 


4. While norms of private morality may have social: dimensions so affecting 
the common good as to justify opposition to public programmes, private moral 
judgment regarding methods of family planning do not provide a basis for 
opposition to government programmes. 

5. Although the use of public funds for purposes of family planning is not 


objectionable in principle, the manner in which such a ol cin is Bote 
mented may pose issues requiring separate consideration. 


The signers said of the statement: "These opinions are submitted as being 
morally justified and in accordance with the traditional Catholic position 
on birth control. These opinions are expressed out of a concern for civil 


liberty and freedom, and are based upon respect for the sincere consciences 


of our fellow citizens -in this pluralistic society." . BPS, Genevas 


500,000 BIBLES ORDERED 
BY GHANA GOVERNMENT 


(London) - fhe Chana Governnent has just Brebented the British and Foreign 
Bible Society here with what its general secretary, Dr. Norman Cockburn, 
calls "a very healthy headache". 


Ghana's official book-supplying agency has planced an order marked "very 
urgent" for half a million Bibles for distribution in the schools, About 
half the order is for copies of the Authorised Version in English. The 
rest is made up of various English and vernacular versions. 


Some 120, 000 volumes - part of a first consignment of 216,000 — are 
expected to be on their way by mid- December. © The sbatety estimates the 
216;000 books will cost Ghana’ £48,915 ($136,962) and the Bible Socicty,.: 
Biol in’ accordance with its usual’ policy charges less than the actual 
cost, a total of £28,000 ($78, 400) EPS, Geneva. 
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SCHOOL BOARD RESIGNS IN 
PROTEST AGAINST? NAUDE 


(Johannesburg) - The governing body of Witwatersrand's leading Afrikaans 
girls! school has resigned in protest against its chairman, the Rev. Beyers 
Naude, who is director of South Africa's multi-racial Christian Institute. 


Mr. Naude was a leading official in the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk ~ 
the largest of the country's three Dutch Reformed churches - before he 
accepted directorship of the institute in 1963, He was then deprived of 
his status as a minister in the church. 


Afrikaans newspapers have reported that parents of some of the pupils’at the 
Helpmekaar High School for Girls did not feel Mr. Naude's chairmanship of 
the governing body was compatible with his post in the institute. A new 
governing body will have to be elected. EPS, Genevae 


VATICAN NAMES WOMEN OBSERVERS 
TO. WCC SPONSORED EDUCATION COMMITTER 


(Vatican City) — The Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian 
Unity has named two observers - both women- to the Joint Study Commission 
of the World Council of Churches and the World Council of Christian 
Education and Sunday School Association. 


They were Dr. John Brothers, professor of pedagogy at Liverpool Unisrendbty, 
and Mrs. Catherine Bagley, of Australia, who has been headmistress of 
schools in Ghana and Uganda and now works in the Edinburgh headquarters of 
the international Roman Catholic women!s movement, the Grail. 
EPS, Genevas 


NEW JOINT TRANSLATIONS OF BIBLE 
UNDERWAY IN SPANISH, ITALIAN 


(Geneva) - Joint Roman Catholic, Protestant committees are at work 
preparing new translations of the Bible in two languages — Ltalian and 
Spanish. 


The Spanish edition is being prepared in Barcelona by a joint commission 
composed of. four Roman Catholic and three Protestant theologians. Protestant 
participation is being sponsored by the Spanish Evangelical Churches 


The Italian edition, to be called the "Biblia Concordata", (Concord Bible) 
is being prepared in Rome with the aid of varied groups of scholars: | 
Orthodox, Waldensian, Methodist, and Baptist as well as Roman Catholic. 
Jewish scholars at the Biblical School of Jerusalem also are aiding in 
interpretation of original texts. It is scheduled for publication the 
end of the year. EPS, Geneva. 


GHANA BAPTISTS PLAN 
NATIONWIDE EVANGELISM 


(Accra) + The Ghana Baptist Convention has launched a nine-month nationwide 
emphasis on evangelism. After three months of preparation, individual 
churches will hold revivals in October. Then three months on witness, 
prayer and training will lead to citywide campaigns in February in 
strategic centres such as Accra, Kumasi, and Tamale. 


The campaign, called "New Life for You", is being planned under the 
direction of the convention's evangelism committee. Local committees have 
been formed to assist with citywide campaigns. Tracts, posters, leafiets, 
and newspaper publicity are being prepared for extensive distribution. 
Southern Baptists in the USA are helping finance the campaign. EPS, Genevas 
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EXTREMISTS ATTACK HOME OF 
CHRISTIAN JEW IN ISRAEL 


(Haifa) - pxtremist Orthodox Jewish students waged a persistent ten-day 
battle of persecution against a Jewish Baptist family here with little 
interference from police, the Huropean Baptist Press Service reports. 


Victimg of the outrage were Peter Gutkind, 53, originally from Poland, and 
his family. Mr. Gutkind is a representative in Israel of the American 
Board of Missions to the Jews, which has headquarters in New York. 


The harassments began on July 27 when the students surrounded the Gutkinds'! 
residence, yelling, making threatening gestures, and keeping the family 

awake all night. In the next ten days the Gutkinds sought peace in the 
homes of three different friends in Haifa, but each time the students learned 
of their whereabouts and followed then, At one point they broke into the 
house and bodily attacked Mr. Gutkind and his son. 


The police, learning the Gutkinds were Christian Jews, refused to give them 
protection and advised them to leave Haifa. 


Meanwhile, through the efforts of Baptist friends, Haifa representatives of the 
Department for Christian Affairs in the Ministry of Religion were contacted. 
They in turn got in touch with Haifa police and action was finally taken some 
ten days later when six of the students were arrested and scheduled to stand 
trial on charges of assault. 


Friends and supporters of Mr. Gutkind are busy helping him in preparation for 


trial of the arrested students, The case is corisidered to be a serious one 
because government officials and police, who were notified in advance, did 
not prevent the attacks. ) EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONARY COUNCIL PROPOSES 
DUTCH CHURCHES ASK ASIAN MISSION AID 


(The Hague) - The Dutch Missionary Council has proposed to its member churches | 
and agencies that they ask the East Asia Christian Conference to send two 
Asian missionaries to work in the Netherlands. 


The Council said that the one-way traffic of missionaries from West to Hast 
had been going on long enough and that churches in the West needed the experi-. 
ence of Asian Christians. Specifically the Council suggested the country 
required the assistance of Japanese ministers who have specialized in work 
in industrial parishes. EPS, Geneva 


REFORMED LEADER'S ANALYSIS 
OF VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Edinburgh) - "The glaciers are melting, but the alps still stand firm. One 
may speak of ‘aggiornamento! (updating), but not of renewal." This was the 
evaluation of the work to date of the Second Vatican Council by the Rev. Allan 
McArthur, observer of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches to the Council's 
Third Session in an address here. 


On the debit side Mr. McArthur said is the fact that there had been no modifi- 
cation of doctrine concerning the Virgin Mary or the Saints, or the primacy of 
the Pope. Similarly the schema on ecumenism, "while generous is ambiguous" 
in speaking of the Protestant churches. More positive progress has been made 
in the sphere of the lay apostolate and in the draft statement on religious 
liberty which, if adopted by the next session, would be a definite step 


towards "genuine dialogue and encounter". : EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN, RC LEADERS ISSUE 
JOINT APPHAL FOR SUDAN 


(London) — An appeal to "all friends of the Sudan, particularly African 
nations" to use their good offices toseek cessation of fighting in the 
southern Sudan and bring about lasting reconciliation between the North and 
the South is made in the lead letter published in the August 18 issue of 

The Times over the signatures of two Anglican and two Roman Catholic leaders. 


a 


The Anglican signers were the Rev. John V. Taylor, head of the Church 
Missionary Society, and Sir Kenneth Grubb, chairman of the House of the 
Laity. The Roman Catholics were Mgr. John Le Coonan, and Sir Philip de 
Zulueta, both of the Africa Centre, a predominantly Roman Catholic 
organization. i 


"The present chaos and blood-letting in the South Sudan can have no 
constructive issue", the letter said. "Many thousands of ordinary civilian 
Sudanese,Northerners as well asSoutherners,will suffer increasingly both as the 
victims of terrorism or punitive countermeasures and through famine. 


"The resources of the whole country must suffer because of the cost of such a 
protracted engagement of the country's armed forces. And the number of 
educated and trained Southerners, so vital to the peaceful development 

of the South, will be still further reduced by death or flight over the 
borders 


"We do not underestimate the difficulties", the letter added, and "we can 

sympathize with the Southerners sense of frustration and bitterness. But the - 

need to stop the present violence must be stressed to all concerned. This 

has become urged on humanitarian as well as political grounds for the well- 

being not only of the Sudan itself, but also of a much larger area of Africas" 
EPS, Geneva. 


CHURCHES RUSH AID TO 
CHILE FLOOD VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - Churches in the USA and Burope are rushing aid to victims of the 
disastrous storms and floods which devastated 80 per cent of Chile this 
week, 


Church World Service, overseas aid agency of the USA churches, has dispatched 
2,000 blankets, 44,600 pounds of winter clothing and large quantities of 
medicines 


German and British churches in response to a World Council of Churches! 
appeal are cooperating in air-lifting 28,000 blankets to the disaster scene, 
Christian Aid, the British churches! agency has made available £15,000 
and the German churches have given $10,000 to finance shipment and purchases. 


A special emergency appeal for funds will be read from the pulpits of 
Anglican and Protestant churches throughout Britain on Sunday, August 22. 


Church aid is being distributed through Ayuda Christiana Evangelica, the 
Chilean Protestant churches relief arm, which has headquarters in Santiago. 


First reports say that at least 43 persons lost; their lives and 350,000 
were affected. Property damage is estimated in the millions of dollars. 
EPS, Genevae 
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IN BRIEF 


Protestants and Roman Catholics in Adelaide, Australia, have formed a 
Christian Television Association to produce a weekly religious news 
programme on the city's newly opened television channel. 

see ane ae 


A retreat centre for non-Roman Catholic clergy will open at the Franciscan 
san Damiano monastery in Assisi, Italy, in September. Guests will be 
allowed to. take part in-the religious life of the community, according to 
the guidelines of the Second Vatican Council. 


%  * & 


The 80th birthday of Jakov Ivanovich 4hidkov, pastor of the Moscow Baptist 
Church and for many years president of the All-Union Council of Evangelical 
Christian Baptists in the USSR will be marked on September 15 with 
celebrations by Baptist groups in Moscow. 

The National Council of Churches (USA) has announced a two-year programme 

to examine the possibilities and dangers inherent in changes brought | about 
by automation. Three regional conferences followed by 50 local conferences 
are scheduled. 


* i *¥ 


Roman Cathclic civil servants have been told by the governor of Kerala 

to coopérate with the state's birth control programme or resign. Gov. As P. 
Jain said officials who have religious objections to the programme must 

seek jobs elsewhere. 


Sen * * 


Protestant and Roman Catholic youths participated in a joint service of 
"repentance" in St. John's Catholic church in Tee laori Germany, held in. 
_connection with the recent Catholic Youth Fedarasion's third national 
festival attended by some 40,000. persons. eae eles for forgiveness 

for the disunity of Christianity and for the "misery which the German 
people brought upon millions of men in recent history". 


% * % 
In the USA the Illinois ceanare of iam ees ata the Bishops! Committee for 
Migrant Workers (Roman Catholic) have issued a joint statement expressing 


concern for migrant farm workers and recommending that religious groups 
increase and broaden their programme of assistance to them. 


* % x 
Baptists and Presbyterians in England have joined with Congregationalists 


in forming the Christian Healing Fellowship which will continue the work of 
the former Congregational Healing and Psychology Fellowship. 


% 1% * 
A Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was observed in the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Buenos Aires: August 15-22. 

% % % 
Some 1,000 blankets from American Lutherans have been distributed to victims 
of widespread floods in Korea which battered the country's northern regions 


in mid-July. Official estimates place the number of victims in excess of 
220,000, including 181 dead, 140 injured, and 74 missing. 


PY ihe Oa ee 
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Valerian Cardinal Gracias of Bombay has lauded the Protestant~Orthodox 
Sponsored Ecumenical Centre in that city for its efforts to secure Christian 
unity. Speaking at the Centre he said relations between the Roman Catholic 
and other churches in India had improved considerably since the Pope's visit 
there last year. 


Men ae * 


Aided by a $100,000 grant from the Ford Foundation, the University of Notre 
Dame, USA, will sponsor a series of regional population conferences and in-~ 
depth studies of population problems. 


eet pies * 


Thirty young Russians - members of a Communist Youth Association - are 
scheduled to make a two-weeks! Study tour of West Germany this month. The 
tour has been arranged by the YMCA in Hamburg which last year sponsored the 
visit of a group of West German Christian youth to the Soviet Union, 


aN le zat * 


The Rev. Readus J. Watkins, 34, a Negro, has been named pastor of the First 
Methodist Church in New Milford, Conn., USA, a 300~member all-white congre- 
gation in a fashionable area. 


Zam w ageeay * 


The number of German Protestant missionary personnel overseas has increased 
from 180 to 1,339 since the end of World War II, according to the 1965 
Evangelical Mission Annual published in Hamburg, The figures include 
clergymen, doctors, nurses, and teachers. 


TARE aay * 


Forty-two Japanese youth have spent a month in the USA as guests of Mennonite 
and Church of the. Brethren families under auspices of the "Project Bridge- 
building" programme sponsored by the Mennonite Central Committee, Dr. Gan 
Sakakibara, president of Tokyo English Centre and the only Christian among 
the visitors, was leader of the group. 


*¥ * 
The port of Wismar in Mecklenburg, DDR, has been designated as the 1966-67 


"City of Church Reconstruction" by the Diaconal Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID). 


x * x 
A Chair of Eoumenical Studies has been created at the Catholic University 


of Heythrop in England. Ecumenical courses will be given by teachers 
belonging to different confessions. EPS, Geneva. 


* * * 
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CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 
FORMED IN BASUTOLAND 


(Maseru, Basutoland) - The Christian Council of Lesotho (Basutoland) was 
formally constituted at ceremonies here attended by several hundred persons 
including a sizeable delegation of government ieaders headed by Prime 
Minister Leabua Jonathan and His Highness the Paramount Chief. 


The new Council includes as full members the major Protestant and Anglican 
churches in the country, as well as the Student Christian Movement. Through 
a special constitutional provision the Roman Catholic Church is an "associate 
menber''. 


Ceremonies included a procession through the city's streets - to the ringing 
of church bells —- by clergy and laity of member churches. 


The sermon at the service of dedication held at the Evangelical eee of 
Lesotho was preached by the Roman Catholic Archbishop and the blessing given 
by the President of the Lesotho Evangelical Church. 


Discussions leading towards formation of -the Council .were started a little 
more than a year ago. First chairman of the new body is the Rev. P. Couprie 
of the Morija Théological School, an:institution of the Lesotho Evangelical 
Church, one of the main leaders in the move to form the Council. 


Basutoland, which has been administered by the British for the past 80 years, 
will achieve “independence next year at which time it will change its name 

to Lesotho. |. Thanks to a long history of missionary activity it has one of 
the highest literacy ‘rates invAtrica ofa fiy per cent of its 800,000 
population. It will be. the first independent African state to te 
Africa; being, in fact, an enclave surrounded by the Republis. EPS, Geneva. 


ORTHODOX, ROMAN CATHOLICS 
IN USA.TO HOLD TALKS both ; 


(New York) - Representatives of fie U.S. Ronee Catholic hierarchy and of 

the Greek Orthodox: Church in the-USA-will meet this fall, probably in 
Novenber, for ee iy. talks to Lay ‘the ground work for later discussions 
of common concerns 


Archbishop Iakevos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese ot North and 
South America, said the discussions will probably deal with "practical and 
pastoral rather than with theological issues" at the outset. 


He said he: was "highly optimistic" about the outcome of such talks because 
in the USA's pluralistic society "we can conduct the dialogue free of the 
nationalist pressures which would first have to be overcome in over- 
whelmingly Catholic countries like eae or Italy or in a predominantly 
Orthodox country like Greece", 


He noted the Orthodox Church in the USA has been holding conversation with 


various Protestant. churches. Talks have been underway with the Episcopal 
Church for three years and next month Orthodox representatives will meet 
with Lutheran and Methodist leaders. | EPS, Geneva. 
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CHRISTIAN, JEWISH CONSULTATION 
RECOMMENDS COMMON SOCIAL ACTION 


(Geneva) - Twenty Christian and Jewish leaders from ten countries have © 
concluded a landmark first consultation with a recommendation that 
Christians and Jews work together to tackle issues of common social concern. 


A communiqué issued by the consultation said emphasis must be given to 
helping modern man find meaning and purpose in his life. 


"Man suffers from alienation, rootlessness and loss of identity", it declared, 
"(He ) questions the very purpose of his existence. The quest for meaning 
is one of the major concerns of the twentieth century man." 


The communiqué said further consultations are anticipated but plans have 
not yet been made. - 


The consultation, one of the most broadly representative of Christian, and 
Jewish leadership ever held, was organized jointly by the World Council of 


Churches and the Synagogue Council of America. It was not called primarily 
to discuss theology, but to study common social concerns. General theme 
was "The Situation of Man in the World Today". Sessions were held at the 


WCC's Ecumenical Institute near here. 


Participants were ll Christian clergy and laymen from Protestant, Anglican, 
and Orthodox member churches of the WCC and nine Jewish leaders. seven 
WCC staff members also took part. Countries represented were Denmark, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, India, the Netherlands, Roumania, 
Switzerland, and the USA. 


The only Eastern Buropean leader present was Chief Rabbi Moses Rosen of 
Roumania.s— 


The communiqué said surveys presented to the consultation showed Christian 
and Jewish leaders in agreement that the heavy burdens placed upon man by the 
technological developments present special challenges to Christians and 

Jews alike. 


"...The respective and unique faith communities must help to alleviate the 
depersonalized situation in which man finds himself", it said. "Religious 
disciplines must meet the action and passion of our age by re-developing a 
sense of community within their own religious traditions, and a sense of 
community among all men. The members of the consultation agreed that they 
must act together on matters of common social concern..." 


in a press conference held at the close of the consultation Rabbi Seymour 

Js Cohen, Chicago, Ill, USA., president of the Synagogue Council of America, 
said that the problem of anti-semitism "is not one of the great issues 
facing Jews today", Although there are "residual elements" and there will 
always be such "deeply rooted elements in the psyche of man", it has been 
greatly reduced since the end of the War, He noted as indicative the fact 
that consultation discussions had not been concerned with anti-semitism. 


Rabbi Balfour Brickner, New York, director of the Commission on Religious 
Affairs of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, reported that reviews 
‘of Christian and Jewish relations in Europe and the USA presented to the 
consultation showed increasing interest in eliminating discrimination and 
efforts towards dialogue. 


Dre He He Wolf, director of the Hcumenical Institute, said that. consultation 
discussions revealed that Jews as well as Christians are involved in the 
"deep process of re-sonsidering and renewing the whole theological background 
from which they speak". 


No. 31 - 9th September, 1965 4 


Professor Roger Shinn, Dean of Instruction and Professor of Applied Theology 
at Union Theological Seminary, New York, emphasized that while there is "a 
peculiarly intimate relationship between Jews and Christians...there has never 
been any attempt to say we are all the same. We are aware Christianity 

is not Judaism. Our business is to appreciate each other's common heritage 
as well as our differences and to meet one another in an atmosphere of 

mutual respecte" 


The Synagogue Council’ of America is the national coordinating agency in the 
USA for the rabbinical and congregational associations of. the Conservative, 
Orthodox, and Reform Jewish communities comprising respectively the Rabbinical 
Assembly, United Synagogue of America, Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations, 
Central Conference of American Rabbis, and the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, 


The world Council of Churches is a fellowship of 214 churches of the Protestant 
Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic traditions in more than 80 countries. 
gathered together for study, witness , service, and the advancement of 

Christian unity, EPS, Genevae 


BCUMENICAL 'OBSERVERS! 
HELD INFLUENTIAL 


(Stockholm) - The general secretary of the World Council of Churches seid here 
that Roman Catholic observers at WCC conferences "arentt merely observers!" 
as their influence is evident in many WCC decisions". 


Dre We Ae Visser 't Hooft spoke at a meeting commemorating the 40th anniversary 
of one of the first major ecumenical ga atherings of this century - 'the Life 

and Work! conference held in Stockholm in 1925. Present with Dr. Visser 't 
Hooft for the commemorative session was Lutheran Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, 
a former WCC president. Both churchmen participated in the 1925 mecting. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft described the recent establishment of the Joint Working 
Group De the WCC and the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity as "an enormous step forward for the ecumenical movement". nab 


With regard to relations with the Roman Catholic Church, he said, "there is 
one wing within the WCC which is afraid of all contacts, and' another romantic 


one that seeks to rush into things", What is needed, he said, is a sober 
approach which is ready to help tuie Roman Church move from its "monocentric 
position" in a truly ecumenical direction. EPS, Geneva. 


CEYLON WILL WORK 
ON SUNDAY 


(Colombo) - Starting January 1, 1966, Sunday will be just another working 
day in Ceylon. 


At the time the government of this predominantly Buddhist country will implement 
its decision to schedule holidays for the four days of the month when the 

new phage of the moon appears, The preceding half days will also be. holidays. 
Under the new plan, Christians will be given a two-hour break on Sundays to 
attend their worship services, ; HPS, Genevae 
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31 -— 9th September, 1965 5 


EMERGING HUMAN NEEDS CHALLENGE CHURCH 
TO NEW FORMS OF SERVICH 


(Geneva) = New forms of human need which are challenging the churches to. new 
forms of social service include:- 


Longer life expectancy which calls for some entirely new approaches 
to the care of the aging; 


Increasing leisure time which raises now questions for the churches! 
ministry in this area; 


The mobility of modern society which makes many of the present 
church structures antiquated; and 


Electronic society with its ever decreasing dependence on face- 
to-facé relationships which requires the churches to develop 
new ways to minister to "depersonalized" human beings. 


These were some of the issues stressed by a fourwday Consultation on Diakonia 
(the Christian commitment for service to society) held by the World Council 
of Churches here. It was attended by 34 participants from Africa, Asia, 
Latin America, the Near East, Europe, and the USA, and by 12 members of the 
wec's staff, Dr. Georg reece of the German Caritas Society, was the 
Ronan Catholic observer. 


The Consultation agreed that to meet the new challenges, the churches must 
invest more money and effort on long-term projects of a preventive nature. 


"This requires", one of the consultation working parties reported, "the 
establishment of research centres where trends of society are carefully 

studied and evaluated as a new frame in which diakonia has to be carried on". 
The report also advocated a world-wide exchange of thoughts and experience 

and the establishment of a standing study commission for "continuous ecumenical 
exploration of the diaconal task". 


Another point stressed was that continued ecumenical work in the field of 
social service should not be restricted to the level of ecumenical and 
national councils, but should reach the local congregations and inspire them 
in their activities. 


Much of the work of the Consultation was done in four separate working parties 
each of which submitted a report to a plenary session, These reports dealt 
with (1) the theological basis of diakonia; (2) the characteristics of the 
emerging world-wide society and the challenge of the diakonia of the churches 
in major areas of the world; (3) the relationship between the diakonic 
service of the churches and the social service of governmental and other 
religious or secular agencies; and (4) the role of organization and structure 
in diakonia. EPS, Geneva. 


TWELVE BAPTIST BODIES PLAN 
WORLD MISSIONS COUNCIL 


(Philadelphia) - A draft constitution for a proposed Baptist Council on Co- 
operation in World Mission which would coordinate the missionary work of 12 
national Baptist bodies around the world has been completed here. 


The constitution comes before the Baptist denomination's national conventions 
for ratification at their next regular sessions. The Council will necone 
operative when seven of the groups adopt the constitution. 


Work on the plan was begun in 1957. Involoved are Baptist bodies in Burma, 
west ores Hong Kong, India, Japan, Philippines, Thailand, Okinawa, and the 
USAs EPS, Geneva. 
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LWF, ROMAN CATHOLICS HOLD 
FIRST THEOLOGICAL TALKS 


(Strasbourg, France) - Official representatives of the Lutheran World 
Federation and the Roman Catholic Church met here for three days and issued 
a joint statement which said the talks "took place in an atmosphere that was 


fraternal, objective, and ecumenical", 
/ 


Participating hh ae first consultation, August 25-27, were seven 
representative ach from the LWF and the Roman Catholic Church.. Also 
present were he apeUR a NN - one each from the Lutheran Church- Missourd 
synod, and from the World Council of Churches. 


Discussions followed the presentation of four lectures by representatives of 
the two delegations, on "Content, shape, and scope of possible contacts 
between the Roman Catholic Church and the Lutheran World Federation ~~ 
Retrospection and Hope" and on "Central theological issues for future 
dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Lutheran Church". 


"On the basis of these presentations and the discussions which followed", 
the ‘communiqué said, "the participants in the consultation considered the 
theological problems and differences which exist between the two Oe gah 
especially as these relate to a continuation of the dialogue", 


The three-day discussions ended with the decision to continue the fetes ‘in 
the spring of 1966. BPS, ‘Geneva. 


WCC MOURNS DHATH OF 
DR. ALBERT SCHWEITZER 


(Geneva) -— The World Council of Churches has joined with Christian organiz-— 
ations and leaders all over the world in expressing its sympathy on the death 
of Dr. Albert Seah‘ eitzer on September 4 at the age of 90. 


A cable sent to the director of his hospital at Lambaréné, Gabon, said: 


"One of the great men of this century has gone from us. The singleness of 
his purpose in obedience as in thought has had a quality which has caught 
the imagination of men everywhere. It has also been a witness to the 


Christian Church of what dedication can mean. The World Council of Churches 
expresses its gratitude for his scholarship and his example, and sends its 
sympathy to the ate at Lambaréné and to the family of ‘Dre Schweitzer." 

EPS, Genevae . 


RC PUBLICATION WARNS OF 
COMMUNISM IN URUGUAY 


(Montevideo, Uruguay) -— Communism has infiltrated its ideas into all levels 
of national life, according to Noticas, a monthly bulletin Rie co by the 
Montevideo Roman Catholic archdioccse. 


The bulletin listed as some "obvious manifestations" of communist ideology 

on the national scene the exploitation of social and cconomic’ unrest, 
promotion of a'hew morality" which attacks the traditional moral order, 
exclusion of moral values for the sake of more "realistic" ones, dissemination 
of the idea that communism is changing and open to dialogue even with Romam 
Catholics, and PR a sene about the inevitability and necessity of social 
change. 


The Communist party is not strong in Uruguay, the publication said, but it was 
succeeding in‘an attempt to undermine the "moral base of civic life", 
th: . oe Gonevae 
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NEW ZEALAND CHURCHES 
ADVANCE UNION NEGOTIATIONS 


(Auckland) - Representatives of five New Zealand churches reported here 
that they have found "adequate theological grounds' on which to work 
towards union. ~ 


A joint commission of the ead ae Methodist, Congregational, and Pres- 
byterian and of the Associated Churches of Christ said it found there was 
"little difference in our basic beliefs or in our sacraments and ministry". 
The commission commended its statement of agreement for study and eventual 
adoption by the respective churches. 


The Presbyterian, Methodist, and Congregational Churches and the Associated 
Churches of Christ have been negotiating on possible union for some years, 
and originally it had been hoped their congregations would vote on a draft 
basis for union “in 1965. ‘Last year the Anglican Church joined the con- 
versations and was given representation on the joint commission. EPS, Geneva 


CARL LUND-QUIST OF LWF DIES 
AFTER FIVE YEARS AS INVALID 


(Minneapolis) - Dr. Carl HE. Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran 
World Federation until his resignation in 1960. because of declining health, 
died here on August 26. He was) 56. 


several hundred persons attended the funeral service held in Mount Olivet 
Lutheran Church of Minneapolis. Burial was at Fremont, Nebraska. 


staff members of the LWF, led by Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen, Dr. Lund-Quist's 
successor, held a service in memory of their beloved former leader on 
August 31 in the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. 


The American churchman had been an invalid since suffering a paralytic 
stroke in October 1960, only a few weeks after laying down his duties in 
Geneva and returning to the USA. The 1960 stroke was the most severe of 
a series with which he was stricken between 1958 and the time of his death. 


Dr. Lund-Quist attained ecumenical prominence during the nearly nine years 
that followed his becoming acting executive secretary of the Federation in 
late 1951; atter the’ sudden-death of the first holder of that office, Dr.§.C. 
Michelfelder., At the close:-of the Hannover Assembly in 1952, he was elected 
executive secretary. 


His service as chief staff officer of the largest Protestant world confessional 
organization was highlighted by delicate negotiations with EKastern European 
governments - notably those of Hungary and Hast Germany - aimed at the improve- 
ment of church-state relations. 


His organisational ability was applied to the preparation of three LWF world 
assemblies. He completed the work begun by Dr. Michelfelder for the 1952 
Assembly, bore the responsibility for the Minneapolis. Assembly of L957, and 
initiated arrangements for the 1963 Assembly in Helsinki. 


In interconfessional circles, he served as an executive committee member and 
a vice-chairman of the World Student Christian Federation. He also had 
charge of publicity services at the 1947 World Christian Youth Conference 

at Oslo as well as at the Constituting Assembly of the LWF at Lund, Sweden, 
the same year. EPS, Geneva 
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HCUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE TAKES NEXT STEPS 
TOWARDS UNION WITH PRE-CHALCEDONIAN CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - The Ecumenical Patriarchate has announced it will translate into 
Greek the Armenian and Ethiopian language liturgy of the pre~Chalcedonian 
churches. It will be the first such translation ever made. 


This decision, taken at a mecting at the Patriarchate in Istanbul, was 
announced here by Metropolitan Emilianos of Calabria, representative of the 
Patriarchate to the World Council of Churches. 


The translation represents a further step towards the establishment of 

formal dialogue between the Eastern Orthodox churches and the pre-Chalcedonian 
churches. These are the five ancient Oriental Orthodox churches — Armenian, 
Coptic, Syrian, Ethiopian, and Indian - which separated from Eastern Orthodox 
churches following the Council of Chalcedon in A5ly The pre-Chalcedonian 
churches have a combined estimated membership of 25,000,0CO. The autoceph-~: 
alous Orthodox churches have a combined membership of upwards of 159,000,000. 


The Patriarchate had announced in July that it was secking to establish 
contacts looking towards eventual union with the pre-Chalcedonian group. 


Metropolitan Emilianos said understanding of cach other's liturgy was 
regarded as of major importance in advancing dialogue. He said it would be 
especially important because it would help the faithful in the churches to 
understand each other's mode of worship. 


He reported that theological commissions on both sides are at work and their 
findings will be presented to a Special consultation to be called next year, 


Metropolitan Emilianos also announced that he and Archimandrite Maximos of 
Rome will represent the Patriarchate as its official observers to the next 
session of the Vatican Council, It. will be the first time the Patriarchate 
will be represented by a9 high ranking prelate, EPS, Geneva. 


CATHOLIC, PENTECOSTAL COOPERATION 
IN CHILEAN LITERACY PROGRAMMES URGED 


(Santiago) - Protestant and Roman Catholic cooperation in Christian literacy 
programmes in Chile was advocated by a Pentecostal leader in a speech to the 
annual pastoral meeting of Maryknoll Fathers heree 


Mr. Samuel Nalegach, public relations representative of the Pentecostal Church 
of Chile, declared: "Neither the Catholics nor the Pentecostals are 
interested in literacy as an'end in itself, We are interested in bringing 
the message of Christ to the people, and we must follow through by giving 
new literates reading material which will convey that message." 


The Pentecostal laymen told the Maryknoll missionaries that the "anti-~ 
Catholic feeling " once held by the Pentecostal Church has been replaced by 
the spirit of ecumenism. ‘He said his ohurch'sg members, who address each 
other as "brother", now refer to Roman Catholics as "our cousins", 


The Pentecostal Church of Chile, which is a member of the World Council 
of Churches, accounts for nearly half of the country!s 1.2 million 
Protestants. EPS, Geneva. 
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EKID TO BUILD ECUMENICAL CENTRE 
IN HOLLAND AS "REPENTANCE ACTION" 


(Berlin) - Work will begin in October on a $400,000 ecumenical centre in 
Rotterdam, Holland, sponsored by the "Token of Repentance Action" of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID). 


The project is being financed through collections taken among German 
Protestants and contributions by West German authorities. 


One of the largest undertakings in the movement's history, the five- storey... 


building in the Dutch port which was levelled by German air raids in 1940. 
will be erected in the centre of the city on Maas Boulevard. It will 
include overnight facilities for 40 persons, recreation and lecture rooms, |. 
a gymnasium, cafeteria, and library. EPS, Geneva — 


VENEZUELA LUTHERANS APPROVE 
VOCATIONAL SCHOOL PROJECT 


(Caracas, Venezuela) - Lutherans here have endorsed a pioneering programme Nn 


of social action that includes plans to establish a vocational training 
school for children in one of the most populous slum areas of Caracas. 


The "Bscuela Primaria y de Pre-Aprendizaje" will seek to provide needy 
children between 7 and 16 years of age with "a basic preparation for Life! 
according to the Rev. Hansruedi Peplinski, who has spearheaded efforts | to 
bring the ambitious project. into being. 


f 


Pastor Peplinski is one of the ministers serving the multi- lingual Evangel-_ * 


ical Lutheran church of the Resurrection, whose church council recently 
approved his formation of an interconfessional Social Action Committee to 
supervise the project. 


The Lutheran World Federation!s Community Development Service has given 
preliminary approval to the project, which is ef uee to cost $269,000. 
; EPS, Geneva 


NUNS IN USA ASK 
VOICE IN VATICAL COUNCIL 


(Denver) - Representatives of the 180,000 Roman Catholic nuns in the United 
States have unanimously supported a et eon proposing that Sisters have 
a voice in Vatican Council deliberations which affect their lives. 


The proposal, by the five-day meeting of. the Conference of Major Superiors 
of Women here, will be submitted to the Bishops of the United States, the 
Sacred Congregation of Religious in Rome, and the Vatican Council. 


Sister Mary Luke, conference chairman and the first American woman to serve: 
as a Vatican Council auditor, speaking on behalf of more than 400 major 

superiors from 44 states, said there is "a serious concern" on the part of 
‘leaders of women Religious that "women should have some thing to do with . 
the regulations that bind them." ; EPS, Geneva. 
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METHODIST YOUTH QUESTION ADVISABILITY 
OF WORLD-WIDE CONFESSIONAL GATHERINGS 


(Atlanta) - The wisdom of a. world-wide Methodist conference scheduled next 
year. was questioned by U.S. Methodist ycuth en the grounds that such confessional 
gatherings promote Methodism at the expense of scumeniod tye ie .2 985.4 see ae 

- Some 140 delegates to the National Conference of Methodist Youth Fellowship 

_ meeting here discussed. at length the advisability of sending representatives 
both to the World Conference of Methodist Youth in Bath, England, in August ~ 


A 1966, and to the World Methodist Conference. immediately following in London. 


-° 7,500,000 population is Roman Catholic, 


A resolution called for-a close examination of’ ‘the world Methodist gatherings 
_ ‘in light of our concern: that there be a change of posture from world con- 


fessionalism to that of ecumenicity. One way of creative participation in 
the ecumenical movement vould. be resistance ‘to any effort toward the planning 
of any further world Methodist youth meetings,"it said. » EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANTS, ROMAN CATHOLICS 
IN AUSTRIA .CONSIDER TREKS 


(Vienna) - A proposal. by Bishop, Gerhard May of the Evangelical Church of 
Austria that the nation's Protestants and Roman Catholics open conversations . 
on a number of questions ‘of commen doncern has béen well received by Roman | 
Catholic authorities. ae 


Franziskus Cardinal Koenig, Archbishop. of Vienna, assured Bishop May that 
there was general agreement among Austria's Catholic hierarchy that such 
discussions would be useful. The Catholic Episcopal Conference is expected 
to consider the proposal officially at its meeting this autumn. — 


Bishop May; acting on behalf of the nation!s Protestant leaders had proposed 
that talks be held on such questions as problems of conversion, mutual 
recognition with regard to “conditional baptism", and mixed marriages. 


He also suggested some study of the way in which the history of the two 
confessions is taught to school children, protocol involved in joint public 
meetings, and guidelines for the conduct of interconfessional prayer services 
and other gatherings. . : | 


The churches must seck official decisions on such matters, Bishop May's 
proposal said, because "discussions of doctrine, faith and ethics cannot 

be left in the hands of well meaning dilettantes" and: there ‘is “real danger" 
for the ecumenical movement if the factors which divide the churches are 
"disregarded or tacitly overlooked. (The dialogue must be carricd on between 
equal partners on equal conditions," he added. RUS ae 


He said he saw real hope for the outcome of such discussions because Austrian 
Roman Catholics and Protestants in the past two decades had been able to come 
to agreement on a number of questions dealing with social, humanitarian and 
cultural concerns. _ at ie | 


Protestants are a small minority in Austria. Ninety -per cent of the nation's 
DT hha EPS, Geneva 
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TWO SWISS MISSIONARIES 
MURDERED IN CAMEROON 


(Yaounde) - Two Swiss Protestant missionaries were murdered on August 21 
at Banganté, Cameroon. , . 


The victims were Madame Gerard Markhoff, the mother of five children, and 
M. Roland Waldvogel, a young teacher who had been in the Cameroon only a 
few days. They were serving under the joint auspices of the Cameroon . 
Evangelical and Baptist churches. 


Cameroon police have instituted a widespread search for the murderers. 
They could advance no cause for the slayings. Meanwhile, other missionaries 
in the area have been moved to Douala for their own safety. EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST DISSENTERS IN UK 
WILL STATE THEIR CASE 


(London) - A statement of belief which is expected to form the basis of 
organised opposition within Methodism to the proposed reunion with the 
Church of England is being prepared by a group of Methodist scholars. 


It is hoped to present it to a meeting of national representatives of the 
dissenters to be held in Leeds on september 27. The manifesto, if accepted, 
will -become the rallying point for ministers and layment who are unable to 
accept the proposed unity perms. 


Last week the Methodist Recorder announced it has decided not to accept 
any more advertisements from any Methodist organisation which opposes the 
present terms of reunion between the Anglican and Methodist Churches. 


Mr.W. E. Pigott, editor of the paper, stated that though independent, "its 
first loyalty is to the Methodist Church as a whole. 


"The Church has spoken decisively on the matter of reunion in a 78.08 per 
cent vote in favour at the Plymouth conference. The ‘Recorder! holds the 
view that conference took the wise and right decision to discuss further 
and seek necessary clarification on a number of points in association with 
the Church of England. Its columns will remain open for discussion on an 
editorial basis: its advertisement columns will not remain open to paid 
pressure advocacy put out by those who, however conscientiously, seek to 
overturn the mind of the Church as revealed in conference." EPS, Geneva 


USA CHURCH COUNCIL PROTESTS AGAINST 
ARAB BOYCOTT OF ISRABLI GOODS 


nae - The Board of Directors of the Toledo Area Council of Churches 
Ohio, USA) voted recently to urge the Federal Government to take appro- 
priate measures to end restrictions imposed by the Arab boycott of Israeli 
products. It also called on the government "to end (Arab) restrictions 
against American businesses which refuse to bow to such pressures. . 


"While we have neither interest nor intention of debating the complexities 
of the Arab-Israeli problem," the statement declared, "and we will not take 
Sides as to the merits or demerits of the political situation over there, — 
we do wish to record our sincere opposition to the social effects felt 

over here, amounting in fact to a religious harassment of our own Jewish 
neighbours." EPS, Geneva 
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FeOeR. APPEALS ON 
VIETNAM, COMMUNISM 


(Stockholm) - A statement issued by the Council of the International 
Fellowship of Reconciliation meeting here said that while Communist 
practices sometimes violate principles of human relationships which we hold 
dear,...Western Christians need to balance such a judgement by a humble 
recollection of the ways in which the systems under which they live also 
violate these principles: 


"It is an over-simplification to dismiss Communism simply as a military 
conspiracy to conquer the world", it declared, "It must be seen as a part 
of man's evolving efforts to construct a viable social system". | 


The statement titled "On Vietnam, China, and Communism", added that "the 
difficulty involved in calling on the United Nations for effective inter- 
vention in the Vietnam war is the consequences of the political astignatism 
and moral equivocation that have denied the People's Republic of China its 
rightful place in that body". 


A related "Appeal on Vietnam" asked both sides in the conflict to halt the 
fighting and negotiate differences. It appealed to the South Vietnam and 
USA governments to halt the bombing and to acknowledge the "Legitimate 
right of the National Liberation Front of South Victnam to be a principal 
party to any negotiations and settlements of the war". EPS, Geneva, 


CANADIAN ANGLICANS APPROVE PROPOSAL 
FOR UNION WITH UNITED CHURCH 


(Vancouver, B.C.) - The General Synod of the Anglioan Church of Canada 
approved in principle. a proposal to unite with the United Church of Canadas 


The historic action, coming after 22 years of talks, was taken in. endorsement 
of a document "Principles of Union" prepared by a joint committee of ten 
representatives of each church and published earlier this year (EPS No.20). 


The General Council of the United Church will consider the proposal when it 
meets in September 1966, If approved the new church would be the second 
largest in Canada with a membership of upwards of 6,000,000 (2,400,000 from 
the Anglican Church and 3,600,000 from ‘the United Church which itself is a 
union of Methodists, Congregationalists, and some Presbyterians). Ronan 
Catholic membership is 8,000,000. 


Archbishop Howard H. Clark of Ruperts Land, Primate of All Canada, said it 
will take at least five years to hurdle "basic difficulties", both legal and 
otherwise, in organization of the new body. Following this will be a period 
of "growing together" or, as he stated in his address +o the Synod, "a 
rebirth of greater unity". . 


The plan for unity is interesting in that it skirts a hajor hurdle of talks 
aimed at church union - namely, the question of ordination and apostolic 
successsion. . 


On this point the statement acknowledges the differences of view noting only 
that "we are all agreed that in a’ united church there must be a ministry’ 
accepted and acknowledged by all". EPS, Genevae 
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USA CHURCHES SET UP SPECIAL Basin es 

PANEL TO STUDY VIETNAM WAR 

(New York) - The National Council of Churches in the USA has appointed a 
committee of prominent churchmen to study the crisis in Vietnam and recommend 
courses of action which will lead to peace. 


The Special Advisory Committee on Vietnam will include clergy, and lay nen 
and women. A panel of consultants, all specialists in international affairs, 
will aid it. Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, president of the University of Oregon 
and, first vice- president of the NCC, is GJommittece chairman. 


The Christian Century,the ecumenical weekly, commented that "the calibre of 
churchmen composing the panel and of the consultants who assist it guarantces 
that the panel will seek a Christian consensus on Vietnan_ and not merely a 
consensus of all American Christians,..(It) will not poll ‘Christions in a 
earch for the greatest common denominator on Vietnam, but will essume that 
hh voice of the people is not the voice of God and will seek to throw the 
vast and relevant wisdom. of Christian thought ‘on war in general and.:on this’ 
war in particular", . EPS, Genevas 


NEW MAP OF MOSCOW | 
LISTS MAIN CHURCHES 


(Moscow) - Moscow's main active churches, mosque and synagogue are among the 
places of interest marked on a new city map that went on sale at newstands 
last weeks ‘ 


For years-houses of worship have been omitted from telephone nOOre directories, 
guidebooks, and other refcrence materia als. 


The official argument was that church and state are separated in the Sovict 
Union, and that the government's publishing houses should not point the way 
to religious institutions. ; EPS, Geneva. 


USSR JOURNAL ARTICLE SAYS 
CHURCH CLOSURES INEFFECTIVE 


(Moscow) ~ A long article in Komsomolskaya Pravda examining the Sovict 
Communist Party's anti-religious campaign states that the closure of churches 
in the Soviet Union only strengthens the attraction of religion and brecds 
antagonism in the people. _ La hres 


The article, one Ten Kee by a woman ones propagandist in the Roman Ca aborts 
area of Lvov, says that it is "self delusion" to draw comfort from as chs te ae 
that many of the faithful have now left the church. This.is true, she says,.. 
only in the sense that there are large tracts. of soviet territory without 
churches or clergy. 

There ALES y however, believers there, and if they are not Orthodox. then they are 
sectarians largely recruited from among those who heave left the Orthodox 
congregations. 


The article, which concludes that the anti-religious campaign cannot succeed 
with its present "purely negative type of atheism" is believed to have been 


inspired by Signor Palmiro Togliatti's testament. ~: The: late Italian 
communist leader argued in favour of a freer "dialogue" between Communists. ° 
and Christians. EPS, Geneva. 


No. 31 - 9th September, 1965 SA i Plea eB a Pee, 
Il) BRITE 


The American Bible Society has appealed to the UeS. Congress to approve a 
pending resolution designating 1966 as "The Year of the Bible" to help over- 
come the "worst Bible gap on record". It said the gap results from the 
"lag between Bible distribution and the number of people who can read. but 
don't have copies of the Scriptures", 


5 *€ * . ; ; 


Protestant and Catholic church leaders in the states of Missouri and Illinois 
(USA) have’ voted to form a state-wide inter-religious non-profit. corporation 
to work with the Federal Office of Economic Opportunity in aiding migrant 
agricultural workers. 


* * a 


The first New Testaments printed in Pakistan in the Urdu language have been 


delivered to Bible House, Lahore. The Maktaba Jadeed Press, which printed 
and bound the books, is owned and operated by Muslims. One result of 


printing the Scriptures in Pakistan is that the number of Urdu Bibles 
available for distribution in the country will no longer be limited by the 
import quotas It.is hoped that the entire Bible can be printed in the near 
future. 


* * * 


The Spanish cabinet gave approval to'a new press law which, according to 

a spokesman, almost ecliminatcs press censorship. When formally enacted by 
‘the Spanish legislature, the new law will replace one that has governed 
Spain's information media since 1938. 


% * ¥* 


The Young Women's Christian Association of Buenos Aires asked Antonio Cardinal 


Caggiano of Buenos Aires to remove the Argentine episcopate's ban on Roman 
Catholic membership in the Associations 


* * # 


Roman Oatholic, Protestant, and Hastern Orthodox clergymen in Buenos Aires 
offered joint prayers for Christian unity: at prayer meetings held recently 
in churches of their respective faiths. The prayer meetings were conducted 
at the Basilica of the Holy Spirit (Roman Catholic), the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, and the Cathedral of St. George (Orthodox). 


oe % % 


The Christian Tribune, a weekly newspaper in Chinese, has: been established 
in Taipeh. Its interdenominational board hopes the paper will become a 
"major. Christian periodical in Asia. Intended as a medium for church news 
from other lands as well as Taiwan, it was founded during the centenary year 
of the Protestant movement in Taiwan. 


x x “ 
A total of 120 persons, mainly young people and children, took part in 
three camps sponsored by Yugoslav Baptists in the woods near Pomer on the 


northern Adriatic coast. In evangelistic services, 18 young people made 
initial professions of faith in Christ. 


* * * 
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Sixty-five young people took part in the fourth Portuguese Baptist Youth 
Congress held in Matosinhos last month. Thirty made public their decisions 
for rededication to fuller loyalty to Christ through His Caurch. Three 
young men announced decisions to enter the ministry. 


* * * 


An experimental scheme to provide pastoral care for unbelievers is to be 
launched by the British Humanist Association in November, The aim is to 
provide people who do not believe in God with counsellors who Wai Lona Bok 
many of the functions of the parish priest. ~The counsellors will advise 
on social questions and problems of disbelief. 


* * % 


A group of nuns have been evicted from their convent in Oppeln in southern 
Poland and their property seized by the government, according to the German 
Catholic news agency, KNA. The only reason given for the forced removal was 
that the Sisters did not need such a large convent and that the government 
would use it as a state school. The Sisters of Mercy built the convent 
themselves after World War II. When they failed to comply with an eviction 
notice, police were sent to remove then. The nuns are now housed in some 
nearby homes. 


* * * 


Nine young people between the ages of 17 and 25 from Lincolnshire, Yorkshire, 
and Lancashire, England, have arrived in Cologne, Germany, to take part in an 
ecumenical work project for six months. The young men will work on a 
building site for 18 flats to accommodate Jewish victims of persecution; 

the girls will help with child care in private homes, 


% * * 


The Norfolk Sample Drug Programme, Norfolk, Va., an interdenominational 
organization sponsored by Presbyterian U.S. churches has sent more than 25 
tons of drugs valued in excess of $100,000 (cost price) free of charge to 
mission doctors in Korea, Taiwan, the Congo, Brazil, Japan, Grecce, Mexico, 
the Philippines, Haiti, and other countries. The programme, started in 
1965, also is supported by Norfolk civic agencies. 


* * * 


His Beatitude Shnorhk (Kaloustian) Armenian Patriarch of Turkey visited 

the World Council of Churches headquarters at the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, 
on September 3. He was welcomed by Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general 
secretary, and Metropolitan Emilianos of Calabria, representative of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate to the World Council. During his visit he offered 
prayers in the Centre's chapel. His Beatitude, who is the spiritual leader 
of the Armenian community in Turkey, was en route to the USA. The Armenian 
Patriarchate in Turkey is under the jurisdiction of the Catholicate of 
Etchmiadzin, USSR. 


* * * 


Baptist missionaries in Spain, meeting in Barcelona for their annual meeting 
voted full support of national Baptists in a programme of advance. Object— 
ives are to strengthen churches now in existence, double the number of 
churches, and establish Baptist witness in every province of Spain by 1970. 
EPS, Geneva. 
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CHURCHES AID REFUGEES 

TIN NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM 
(Geneva) - Refugees in both North and South Vietnam are receiving help from 
the Fast Asia Christian Conference (EACC) financed by contributions from 
churches around the world given through the EACC and the World Council of 
Churches. 


Most of the aid is going to refugees in the South because of the difficulties 
in making contacts and determining needs in the North. 


However, $1,000 of medical supplies have been sent to conc via Djakarta, 
where it is being distributed by Red Cross representatives BACC has asked 
the Red Cross to notify it of further requirements. 


In the South aid includes supplementary food rations provided three times a 
week to 30,000 persons. Planned in the near future is distribution of first 
shipments of 1,000 midwifery kits, and 5,000 kits of school supplies. 


An BACC appeal for medical personnel has resulted in offers of three-person 
teams, ‘consisting of-a doctor, ‘trained nurse, and assistant, from churches in 
Japan, Australia; the Philippines, and New 4ealand. 


HACC is investigating the possibilities of establishing a centre near Saigon 
for soldier amputees who are reported to be receiving inadequate care. 


BACC also has set up a small industry employing 60 refugees to made bed mats 
and soap for distribution to other refugees. Fhe first consignment of 
1,000 has ralsesoe ats been distributed. tet ; 


EACC reliof in the. South is directed primarily to refugees beyond the reach 
of USA and South Vietnamese government aid. The majority of these are 
Montagnard tribe .l people, some 15,000 of whom have been made homeless and 
whose crops and village industries have been largely destroyed. 


The relief operation is headed by U. Thaung Tin, a Burmese Christian layman, 
who has established an office in Saigon and secured. a government contract 
which recognizes HACC as a legitimate relief AEENCY + 


The Rev. Alan Brash, HACC inter-church aid secretary, announcing the 
programme here, said that while distribution of re fae ante as is .seriously 
hampered by the hosti thos. lack of transport, and other facilities, aid 
now being given is considered only a beginning and it is noRee to greatly 
expand the programme. 


The food being distributed consists of rice of which 50 tons are being flown 
monthly into Saigon; 100,000 pounds of tinned pork fron Denmark, and tea 
donated by churches in Ceylon.- New 4éaland and Australian churches have 
financed purchase of the midwifery kits. Scat . 


The aid programme is being financed by funds being raised -in a $120, 000 
appeal in which BACC is asking $20,000 from its members and the World * 
Council of Churches. is ‘asking $100, 000 from churches in other areas. 


Funds Hirer nearly $78,000 have been donated or ‘pledged so far by churches 
in Australia, Ceylon, Canada, Denmark,. France, Germany, -Great Britain, India, 
New 4ealand, ‘Metharidvede, ance pe irbdak losin pe sane: ‘Thailand, and the 

Midd ate ate: . uN EPS, Genevae 
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AID TO INDIAN 
FLOOD SURVIVORS 


(Jorhat, India) - Koinonia, an emergency camp which will accommodate 1,000 
victims of recent floods has been built by volunteer workers from the 
Christian community of Jorhat, Assam, with the aid of 10,000 rupees ($2,100) 
contributed by Indian and overseas churches through the National Christian 
Councils The State government contributed matcrials, 


An estimated 38,000 persons in 65 villages have been affected by the floods 
and 9,000 acres of crops: are under water. At least three lives have been. 
lost. Property damage is estimated at more than rs. 24 lakhs ($504,000). 


Victims of floods in the Darbhanga area ‘of North Bihar are being aided by a 
local Christian committee which is providing food and other services for 
nearly 10,000 persons from seven villages with aid given through the NCC and 
Lutheran World Relief. EPS, Genevas 


EMPHASIS ON ACTION BY WESTERN CHRISTIANITY 
SEEN IMPEDING ECUMENICAL TALKS WITH ORTHODOX 


(New York) - A prominent Orthodox theologian said here that the "frenzied | 
desire” in Western Christendom "to reduce all doctrine.to action" may be 
detrimental to the cause of Christian unity as far as relations with the 
Orthodox are concerned. 


The Very Rev. Alexander Schmemann, of St. Vladmir's Russian Orthodox Seminary, 
at Tuckahoe, N.Y., cited particularly "the phenomenon of clergy and religious 
involved in public acts of civil disobedience, and open defiance of the law 

on behalf of so-called *social action! for civil rights as in Selma, Alabama". 


All this, he said, “is quite opposed to the view of the Orthodox Church 
where the emphasis is upon prayer as thé only action within the Church. 

pes oe difficult for us to understand and makes a mecting of minds more 
renote'', BPS, Genevas 


SOCIOLOGIST WARNS OF APARTHEID . . 
IN BRITISH CHURCHES & 


(London) ~ A British sociologist-—clergyman warned here that Britain may one 
day have separated churches organized along colour lines because "a form 
of religious apartheid is already developing". 


The Rev, Clifford Hill, a Congregationalist author of several books-on 
racial prejudice, writing in the current issue of Congregational Monthl 

said many immigrants, particularly West Indians, have experienced qietiouity & 
in intergrating into British churches. 


He said it is particularly difficult for members of Pentecostal sects, who 
although they represent no more than five per cent of the total Christian 
population of the West Indies, are especially active in their religious 
life in Britain. Their congregations are usually wholly coloured, he said, 
and because they have found it easier to worship with their own countrymen 
and a lack of warmth of welcome in British churches "ta form of religious 
‘apartheid is developing". paste EPS, Geneva 
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NEW AGENCY TO ATD 
“MISSISSIPPI DELTA AREA 


(Greenville, Miss.) - Formation of 4 non- profit ‘corporation +0 seek federal 


‘aid to upgrade economic conditions in the ten-country Mississippi area were 
on vere at a news conference held at the Delta Ministry office here. 


_ Designed to take ‘advantage of new laws which provide funds in the areas of 
employment, community development, lost-cost bousing, and small business 


Opportunities, the corporation has been launched by an initiating group of A25- 
residents, most of them Negroes. 


‘The Delta Ministry, which is sponsored by the National Council of Churches, nial 


many ways has served as a catalyst to. improvement in the area. Ministry 


officials statcd that their support of the project was ‘an extension of their 


mandate to assist the people in this "pocket of poverty" 


Churches around the world are supporting the Delta Ministry in response to an 
appeal by the World Council of Churches, the only WCC appeal ever made for aid 
in the USA. Funds ‘totalling nearly $46,000 have bcen contributed so far 

by churches and agencies in France, Germany, Switzerland, Australia, the 
Cameroon and South-Africa, Great Britain, the USA, and by churches in Asia 


through the East Asia Christian-Conference. An additional $62,000 also has 


been pledged by German, British, and Canadian church agencies. EPS, Geneva. 


~ oo) SEVENTH DAY BAPTISTS 
em COMMEND UNITY EFFORTS 


(Alfred, N.Y!) oo The ‘Seventh Day Baptiat! General Conference in its teiek 


annual scession-here commended the work of its Committee to Conduct Ecumenical . 
Conversations and asked it to. continue "further explorations and study of 


areas ..in which we may more fully express our essential oneness in Christ and 
more fully expedite the Kingdom's task in cooperation with other Christians 


without compromising the truths which God has entrusted to uss 


‘The Seventh Day Baptists have a membership of 6,000 persons in the USA. They 


are distinguished from other Baptist groups by their observance of Saturday 
as. the: Sabbath. EPS, . Genevar 


CONTRACT SIGNED IN BRAZIL 


FOR VAST, NEW LITERACY PROJECT 


(Recife, Brazil) ~ One million adults in northeast Brazil may learn. to eae 
and write, through a. contract signed here by the federal governments On oy 


Braz Zil ‘and the United States with Agnes Erskine Colleges 


aes of the Alliance for Progress programme, the idea was conceived by 
‘Brazilian and American Presbyterians who work in the area. Tt iwidd ag 


directed by Agnes Erskine College, a Presbyterian institution. 


The contract calls for a. $3,000,000 five-year praeramie aimed at teaching one 
million adults, of the estimated 13 million illiterates in northeast Brazil, 
to read to the level of newspaper understanding. _ Some 250,000 of the one 
million new readers will be given an opportunity to continue their education 
through elementary school level, and those finishing this phase will be 
encouraged to enroll) in secondary and vocational schools. . EPS, Genevae © 
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CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS DISCUSSED 
BY HUNGARIAN REFORMED LEADER 


(Budapest) - Sishop Tibor Bartha, president of the General Synod of the 
Reformed Church of Hungary, said in an interview recorded here for broad- 
cast in West Germany that the good relations between his church and the 
Hungarian government are due ‘in no small measure!! to the church's efforts 
to "draw a clear line of demarcation between socialism as social order and 
programme ... and the atheism of the official ideology which is behind it. 


"The Reformed Church in Hungary has been able to accept and support with 
good conscience the objectives of the social programme - those of social 


progress", he declared. "That has never meant that our church has ever 
taken a temporising stand or made a compromise with the atheistic ideology 
of Marxism. We cannot accept this ideology. But as a church, we must 


ask the question: is not this close connection between social progress and 
atheism a great critical problem for the church - or, to express the question 
in theological terms: is not this close connection simply a warning of God 
Torus! BPS, Geneva 


SOUTH KOREA CLOSES 
PROTESTANT UNIVERSITY 


(Seoul) - South Korean government officials have closed “indefinitely” 
Protestant-supported Yonsei University here until school administrators 
obey a government order to punish students and professors who allegedly 
took part in anti-government riots. 


The punishment required by the government was believed to be suspension or 
expulsion. All other Korean schools have: complied with the sovernmental 
order except Yonsei and another private institution, Korea University. 


Yonsei, which has some 4,500 students, was founded by Methodist and Pres- 
byterian mission interests. EPS, Geneva 


NEWSPAPER POLL SHOWS VATICAN 
COUNCIL IMPACT NOT REACHING PARISHES 


(London) - A poll of 400 persons representing a cross section of the British 
Roman Catholic population reveals that the impact of the Second Vatican 
Council at the parish level is "threatened by a critical communications 
breakdown. 


"Interest, ignorance and confusion sums up the attitude of the average 
British Catholic towards the Vatican Council" said the Catholic Herald, 
which conducted the survey. 


"People feel that information is reaching the national and diocesan levels, 
but is failing to get through to them in the parishes. They feel remote 
and cut off from the centre of the Church". 


While most welcomed the new "spirit of freedom" produced by the Council, 
nearly 75 per cent felt "confused" about what the Council has done, and 
eight out of ten considered the Council only in terms of its effect on 
themselves and their parish. The majority also felt the Gouncil had no 
real effect on major world issues. 


Most often mentioned priority agenda items for the next session were 
relations with the Jews, church unity,and laity involvement. UPS, Geneva. 
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RC SCHOOLS SEEN MAKING POSITIVE 
CONTRIBUTION TO ECUMENISM 


(Toronto, Canada) - Ontario's Roman Catholic bishops see Catholic education 
as a''positive factor for true ecumenism! according to a recent pastoral. 


Twenty-three Ontario prelates said that "if we abandoned Catholic schools ., 
the general Christian tone of our province and the appreciation of spiritual 
values would be weakened, and Protestant Christians, as well as believing 
Jews, would suffer from the ascendency of a purely secularistic outlook 

in society”. 


The bishops were obviously concerned about an effort in recent years to 
have the Ontario government abolish the two half-hours of Protestant 
instruction each week in the public elementary schools. Jews, Orthodox, 
Unitarians, Seventh-day Adventists,and the Hthical Uducation Association 
have complained bitterly against the practice, holding that religion should 
be taught at home and in the church. -, | BPS, Geneva 


FATHER KUNG ASSESSES COUNCIL 
ACHISVEMENTS; LISTS GOALS 


(New York) - Hans Kung, the noted German Roman Catholic theologian writing 
in the current issue of the Roman Catholic periodical Commonweal, published 


in the. USA, lists six "positive accomplishments" of the Vatican Council 


thus far and five goals for which it should strive in the forthcoming 
sessions. 


Positive accomplishments, he wrote, are: a new spirit in the Catholic Church, 
which, he says, is more important than the formulas and decrees; a more 
temperate attitude in theology; a new freedom in the Church for open dis. 
cussion of all remaining problems; a fundamental liturgical reform; a new 
era in the relationship to the other Christian churches; and a new self- 
understanding on the part of the Catholic Church. 


Goals he listed as: an unequivocal position on relizious freedom; a 
declaration on the non-Christian religions and especially the Jews; a 
positive attitude on birth control; a canonical regulation on mixed marriages 
to relieve the tensions between oman Catholics and others; and a serious 
reform in the Curia, which would internationalize and decentralize the 
legislation and administration of the church. EPS, Geneva 
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- ARGENTINTIA iN RC CLERGY DISCUSS 


UPDATING OF CHURCH 


(Buenos Aires) - Roman Catholic Bishop Jeronimo, Podesta of Avellaneda, 
Argentina, confirmed here that a group of Argentine Roman Catholic clergy ™ 
recently held a meeting to map guidelines. for the work of the Argentine Church 
in keeping with directives of the Second Vatican Council. 


The Bishop, who was here enroute to Rome for the next, session of the Vatican | 
Council, told reporters that a report of the meeting would be issued soon. . 
Unconfirmed reports say two bishops - including Bishop Odesta - and 80 priests 
took part and that the discussions were concerned with the necessity for 
making the work of the church more relevant, particularly with regard to 
evangelization and social questions. BPS, Geneva. | 


LWF QUARTERLY CALLS FOR LUTHERAN, 
ANGLICAN TALKS 


(Geneva) - The editors of the Lutheran World, theological quarterly of the 
Lutheran World Federation, in. the Pacts of to the current issue on 
relations with the Anglicans, declared that "the relatively underdeveloped 
state" of present Lutheran-Anglican relations "simply cannot be justified 
theologically". 


There are "positive grounds for striving for the earliest possible opportunity 
for conversation" between the. two -cominunions", they declared, 


The issue, titled "Toward Anglican- Tutheran Encounter", presents a series 
of articles comparing history and present.position of the two communions". 
EPS, Geneva. 


-PRAVDA CONDEMNS ANTI-SEMITISM 


IN WIDELY CIRCULATED EDITORIAL 


(Moscow) - Pravda, the official Communist Party newspaper, has denounced 
anti-semitism and warned that it provides fuel for anti-Soviet propaganda. | 


The condemnation, buried deep in a scemingly routine editorial entitled . 
"Leninist Friendship of People” quotes Lenin as having called for a "tireless. 
struggic!" against anti-Jewish bias. 


The editorial is being widely reprintod in RG ae, newspapers throughout 
the USSR, the New York Times reports. The Times said foreign observers 

in Moscow attribute publication: of the editorial at this time to "an 
increasing sensitivity of the Soviet Government to a flood of Western 
statements charging the religious and cultural: suppression of Soviet Jews". 


The American Jewish Conference on Soviet Jewry announced last week it plans 
a week-long vigil in Washington D.C. starting September 19 to protest against |” 
"religious. and cultural persecution" of Russian Jews. EPS, Geneva. 
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RC STUDENTS IN USA ASK 
RESTUDY OF BIRTH CONTROL ISSUE 


(Washington, D.0.) - The National Federation of Roman Catholic College 
‘Students (USA) adopted a resolution calling for re-examination of their 
church's attitude regarding birth control. 


They said that "there is a possibility": that in the light of findings of 
psychologists, demographers and "most seriously in the light of the thinking 
of some theologians .... it may be demonstrated that the traditional position 
of the church on birth control rests on Tee ae re understanding of the 
Seripture and the natural law". EPS, Geneva. 


REPORT ON CHURCH 
SERVICES IN ALBANIA 


(London) -~ Roman Catholic sources here report that the three major religions 
in Communist governed Albania ~ Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Moslem - are 
still holding services. 


An article in the Catholic Herald said that in Shkoder, a town of 45,000 
persons, and a-main centre of Roman Catholicism, a recent visitor found three 
Catholic churches open, including the cathedral, and that even though it 

was a weekday at least seven services were held in the mornings and three 

in the evenings. . ee Geneva. 


MISSIONARIES IN LATIN AMERICA CRITICIZED 
FOR UNRESERVED SUPPORT OF USA POLICY 


(Mexico City) - Members of the Joint Youth Committee of the World Council 
of Churches and the World Council of Christian Education criticized North 
American missionaries working in Latin Latin America who support USA policy 
in the Dominican Republic and the Continent generally. 


"The majority". of such missionaries do this, a resolution said, and it has 
"most unfortunate consequences in the churches of Latin America. Loyalty 
to one's country should be inseparable from the concern for truth". 


The resolution said all persons from abroad working in Latin America must 
be "increasingly sensitive and responsible to the humiliation and unrest 
in Latin America and must oppose cynical evaluation and sinister measures 
on the part of any government whose interests are involved", It added: 


"We share the sense of condemnation of the United States of Anerica/ 
Organization of American States intervention in the Dominican Republic 

which is widely and strongly felt throughout .Latin America, and suppers those 
who urge that all foreign troops be withdrawn." 


A related resolution called upon the World Council of Churches and Church 
World Service, overseas aid agency of USA churches, "to examine their own 
policies and practices" with regard to giving refugee relief in Latin 
_dmerica and "to offer their services fairly and equitably without regard to 
political favoritism". EPS, Genevae 
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ECUMENICAL ATTENDANCE AT 
COLOMBIA ORDINATION 


(Bogata, Colombia) - For the first time since the "persecutions of the 1950ts" 
Protestants, Anglicans, and Roman Catholics joined in an Anglican church 
service here. 


The occasion was the ordination to the priesthood of the Rev. Onell A. Soto - 
the first in the Missionary District of Colombia, Bishop David B. Reed 
presided. 


Marching in the procession was the Rev. I. J. Estevez, representing the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Bogota and the Rev. Gonzalo Castillo, secretary of 
the Committee on Presbyterian Co- ia aehatin at beatin Anerica, who read ther 
Epistles EPS, Genevar 


RUMANIAN DRAFT CONSTITUTION GUARANTEES 
FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE 


(Bucharest, Rumania) - Provisions of a dreft of the Rumanian Revised 
Constitution, broadcast by the official government radio. here, would guarantee 
"freedom of conscience to all citizens" including the right "to profess or 

not to profess a religious faith". 


It also .would guarantee freedom to practice religion and freedom to i alte LOR. 
cultes (churches) to organize and operate freely. 


However, "the mode of the operntion of the religious cultes (would be) 
regulated by law and schools (would be) separated from the church". Further, 
no religious faith, congregation: or community would be pernitted to open 

or maintain educational institutions other than special schools for the 
training of religious staff. EPS, Geneva. 


CHURCHES WASTE OF MONEY 
A "SCANDAL", REPORT SAYS 


(Geneva) - A report prepared at a World Council of Churches~sponsored 
consultation on the Christian attitude to money held here said that it was 
a "scandal" that in present church structures much money is wasted through 
maintenance of obsolete institutions, through the division of the churches, 
and in the proliferation of administrative machinery. 


Equally scandalous, said one of the consultation's four working Tay! 
is the fact that "in affluent societies the giving of church members bea 

‘no proper relationship to their mounting disposable incomes. The Co ecuiiee 
lack of available money leads the churches to the mista .ken view that their 
primary problem is the"getting of an adequate income". 


To remedy the first the working group urged "constant scrutinizing of church 
structures" by competent theologians, sociologists, administrators, and others 
not directly related to the structure being exanined. | 


They also suggested budgetary provisions of uncommitted funds for new 
developments because "the taking of risks is essential in the ‘sp pending and ° 
investing of resources in God's service", 


To remedy the second they suggested improved stewardship education, provision 
of channels of appropriate response such as the setting apart of pieces of 
land in agricultural communities whose harvest is sold to benefit the church, 
and the reporting back by the church of both successes and failures to 
donors. 
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Fifty theologians, church executives, economists, teachers and others from 
more than 20 countries attended the meeting which was sponsored by the WCC's 
Department of the Laity and its Ecumenical Institute. Sessions were held 
at the Ecumenical Institute, at nearby Bossey. EPS, Geneva. 


BISHOP PIKE CLEARED 
OF HERESY CHARGE 


(Glacier Park,.Mont.) - A charge of heresy brought against the Bishop of 
California, Dr. James A. Pike, by 14 Protestant Episcopal ministers in 
Arizona, has: been unanimously refected by the church's House of Bishops. 


The eight charges brought against Bishop Pike stemed from his statements 
questioning the doctrines of the Virgin birth, the Incarnation, and the 


The House in ites resolution atfirmed tts refusal to Aime tetie his cores 
disciplined liberty of theological inquiry and the necessary devout testing 
ore toe-vessels “of (Christian belie. 


However, the House refused to approve Bishop Pike's proposal that women be 
ordained to the church's ministry. EPS, Geneva 


SUDAN THREATENS TO EXPEL 
MISSIONARIES FROM THE NORTH 


(Khartoun)'- The Sudanese government has now threatened to expel Christian 
missionaries from the northern part of Sudan. 


The, Knartoum daily Al Ayam quoted Abel Rahman, Sudanese Minister of 
Information ,as saying that the government will deport those working in the 
North "if our enquiries show that they too have been involved in political 
activities", 


In 1964 Sudan expelled all missionaries working in the South on the grounds 
they had taken part in political activities hostile to the predominently 
Moslem government of Khartoun.. ieee, 


In London church authorities have received a létter from the Rt. Rev. 

Oliver Allison, Anglican Bishop in the Sudan, appealing for prayers for 

the strife-torn country. He referred to the flight of thousands of se 
the burning of Bishop Gwenne College, and the slaughter of hundreds of 

persons at- the Anglican cathedral of Juba in July. .. EPS, Genevas 


NIGERIAN METHODIST LEADER REJECTS 
REQUEST TO HALT UNION PLANS 


(Lagos) - The president of the Methodist Conference of Nigeria has turned 
down requests from a small group within the church that it withdraw from the 
new United Church scheduled to come into being in December. 


Dr. Joseph O. EH. Soremekum described as "disgruntled elements" those asking 
for a halt in plans for union with Anglican and Presbyterian churches. 
EPS, Genevae 
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COOPERATION URGED IN LAITY 
FORMATION. : 


(Cazzada, Lombardy, Itely) - Thirty-four Protestant, Anglican, Orthodix, 
and Roman Catholics meeting here least week for a three-day informal 
consultation on the Training of the Laity. agreed that they should work b 
together wherever possible, doing nothing separatcly which they can do 
cooperatively. 


This was one of the major conclusions of the mecting which was organised 
jointly by the Department of the Laity of the World Council of Churches and 
the Roman Catholic Permanent Committee for International Congresses of the 
Lay Apostolate. Sessions were held at the Roman Catholic Institute for 
Religious Studies of the Episcopate of the Lombardy region. Co-chairmen 
were Mr. Martin Work, Washington D.C., a member of the Permanent Committee 
for International Congresses of the Lay Apostclate and an auditor at the 
Vatican Council, and Dr. lan Fraser, Dunblane, Scotland, general secretary 
of the Scottish Churches. 


Talks given from the viewpoint of the various confessions were followed 
by working group sessions dealing with the framework, ains and principles 
of laity formation; the role of family, parish, training centre movenents 
and organizations, and clergy-laity cooperation; training for involvement 
tn social environment and structures; and the concrete role of parish-based 
groups of training centres and movements, and clergy-laity cooperation. 

EPS, Geneva. 


EXTENSION OF DIALOGUE URGED 
BY ITALTAN WALDENSIAN LEADER 


(Torre Pellice, Italy) - Widening of the ecumenical dialogue with Roman 
Catholics to include lay men and women at the parish level was advocated 
by the new moderator of the Italian Waldensian Church. 


Dr. Neri Gistypiccoli,; of Milan, said that dialogue was required as a means 
of clearing up misunderstandings and clarifying positions. He added that 
while he saw no possibility of a Nreturn" of the church to Roman Catholicisn, 
Nwe are not to forget that the Spirit of God can work all things". 


Discussions of dialogue was one of the major items on the agenda of: the 
five-day Waldensian Synod nere attended by 160 representatives of 45,000 
members. Reports said a strong majority of participants agreed with the 
new moderator in his advocacy of. extension of dialogue to the lay level. 


A Synod resolution, which sutomatically becomes binding on Waldensians, 


condemned “hybrid forms" of mixed marriage ceremonies in which both 
Protestants and Roman Catholic clergy participate or in which additional 


ceremonies are held after the church service. These do not contribute to 
"ecumenical clarity" but, on the contrary, promote "doctrinal confusion", 
it said. A related resolution set up a special committee to produce a 


document on the doctrine of the nature, character, and purpose. of marriage 
with particular reference to mixed marriages and the second marriage of 
divorced. persons. 4 BPS, Genevae 
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STUDIES PLANNED OF IMPACT 
OF SOCIAL CHANGES ON YOUTH 


(Salonika) -~ Some 75 young churchmen meeting here to discuss the impact of 
rapid social change on youth agreed that the subject was so important to 
the churches that more such meetings should be held. 


The participants, cf whom more than half were Orthodox, agreed that Hastern 
and Western traditions of Christianity had much to contribute to each other 
and that future disoussions should include, as these here did, balanced 
delegations from each. 


The meeting was sponsored by the Youth Department of the World Council of 
Churches and chaired jointly by Professor Savas Agourides of the Theological 
Faculty of Salonika and the Rev. Albert van den Heuvel, executive secretary 
of the Youth Department. 


Mr. van den Heuvel described the neeting as "just the beginning" of a 
dialogue which takes seriously the participation of Orthodox youth in the 
ecumenical movement. 


Because it was a first. exploratory session no formal report of the discussion 
was issued, EPS, Geneva 


NEW ECUMENICAL, AWARENESS SEEN. 
IN LATIN AMERICAN CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - A World Council of Churches executive said here he believes that 
the churches in Latin America are on the threshold of new discoveries about 
their essential Christian unity. 


The Rev. Patrick Rodger, executive secretary of the WCC's Department on 
Faith and Order, said on his return here from a three-weeks! visit in Chile, 
Uruguay, Argentina, and Brazil, that he had found a greater eagerness than 
ever; before on the part of Latin American churches to participate in the 
ecumenical movement. 


He also noted improved relations among main stream Protestant churches and 
between these with some Pentecostal groups on the one hand, and on the other, 
with the Roman Catholic church. 


While in Chile Mr. Rodger and a group of Pentecostal pastors were received 
by Raul Cardinal Silva, Archbishop of Santiago. it was the first time the 
Roman. Catholic prelate had ever officially received a group of Pentecostal 
leaders, 


Later Bishop Kenneth Howell with three other Anglicans including Mr. Rodger 
took part in a Pentecostal meeting - the first time Anglicans had been invited 
tO'do 0. EPS, Geneva. 


RC LAWYERS APPROVE RELIGIOUS 
LIBERTY TEXT; SPANISH GROUP PROTESTS 


(Salananque) - Final sessions of the Fifth International Congress of Roman 
Catholic Jurists here were marked with heated debate in which spokesmen for 
a group of 18 Spanish lawyers sought to defeat adoption of resolutions in 
support of religious liberty. 


Led by Carliste advocate José Maria Cordon, all eighteen voted against the 
resolutions, which were adopted by vote of delegates from 20 other nations. 


Harlier the same group was also defeated in attempts to have the Congress adopt 
a resolution denouncing comumunisn, The intervention of the Spanish "liberal" 
group succeeded in modifying the wording of the resolution, which was then 
adopted, to ask support for persecuted Christians all over the world. | 
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ECUMENICAL CONCERN MARKS 
RCO AFRICA EDUCATION MEETINGS 


(Leopoldville) - Concern for good relations with educational institutions 
of other churches marked the six-day Roman Catholic Pan-African Conference 
on Hducation here, 


One speaker, expressing what observers said represented a majority view, 
declared that relations between "Catholic schools and those of other 
religious bodies should not be only a matter of organization and intellectual 
discussion, not goverened only by human kindness, but mainly an encounter 

of minds inspired by the Holy Spirit". 


Observers of the All Africa Conference of Churches and the World Council 
attending the meeting were-refered to not as "separated brethren", but as 
“brethren in Christ" representing "other churches". 


Conference decisions included the suggestions that Protestant translations 
of the Bible and common prayers should be used when no Roman Catholic text 
was available. 


Reports to the meeting reviewing the Catholic educational set, up in 35 
African nations showed certain problems including lack of means and 
sufficient teaching staff, and over-crowded classrooms common to all. 


The meeting was a response to the 1961 UNESCO-sponsored conference on 
African education which outlined goals and priorities through 1980. 


Two years ago in January, 1963, Protestant and Anglican educators: met at 
Salisbury, under auspices of the All Africa Conference of. Churches. 
EPS, Geneva 


SOCIOLOGISTS, THEOLOGIANS 
STUDY PROTEST MOVEMENTS IN CHURCH 


(Geneva) - Twenty theologians and sociologists met here last week to map 
plans for a new World Council of Churches-sponsored study of protest 
movements within the church. 


such movements, which-include not only those which Vaan schism, but of 
reform, such as those which led to development of the ecumenical movement, 
are generally viewed very differently by sociologists and theologians. 


The sociologist considers protest to spring from social, economic, psycho- 
logical and other causes both within and outside the church while the 
theologian interprets the same phenomena as the fruit of "the direct action 
on, the Holy Spirit." 


The study, by the WCC's Faith and Order Department, will examine protest 
movements in the lights of the insights of both groups in an effort to 
better understand the factors which impede or aid Christian unity. EPS, Geneva 


U.S. MISSTONARTIS TO REMAIN 
IN PakKisTAN aND INDIA 


(New York) - Protestant mission officials here were in agreement’ that some 
300 American missionaries serving in the zone of Pakistan-India hostilities 
will elect to remain at their posts unless forced to evacuate. 


Secretaries of 20 Protestant foreign missions boards and the National Council 
of Churches held a series of emergency sessions here following the spread of 
the conflict. They reported that Christian hospitals in the area were 
eee Chance to care for as seo, casualties as possible. EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


Twenty Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic scholars have held an eight- 
day meeting to share insights about the nature of their devotional life at 
St. John's Abbey (Benedictine), Collegeville, Minn., USA. The Spypitual 
Life Institute was organized by Dr. Douglass Steere, a Quaker and author of 
a number of books on the contemplative life, and Father Godfrey Dickmann of 
St. John's, 


x% * * 


Protestants and Roman Catholics attended the dedication of a new Russian 
Orthodox cathedral in Hamburg, Germany. Metropolitan Filaret of New York, 
president of the Council of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside 
Russia, who blessed the new church, has earlier publicly thanked both the 
Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches for the financial 
aid they had given toward the construction. He told a news conference 
here that despite differences in doctrine, Christians can have unity in the 
love of Christ. eave 


* * * 


The foundation stone for the first Serbian Orthodox church in England has . 
been laid in the village of Bourneville, near Birminghan. There are some 
15,000 Serbian Orthodox in England, several thousand having come in 1947 and 
1948 mainly from refugee camps in Germany. A large number are concentrated 
in the Birmingham.area. They have beon holding services in borrowed and 
improvised churches. 


* * * 


The Norwegian Baptist Union has voted to make 1966 "the Year of the Congo 
Mission" seeking the recruitment of missionaries, money, and equipment for 
the rebuilding of mission stations destroyed in the rebellion. 


* * * 


Methodist Bishop Odd Hagen of Stockholm was elected president-designate of 
the World Methodist Council by the Council's Executive Committee, meeting 
in Stockholn. He will assume the presidency on Aug. 25, 1966, succeeding 
Bishop Fred P. Corson of Philadelphia. 


% % * 
All monks have been ousted from what was formerly one of China's largest 
Buddhist monasteries, Roman Catholic sources report in Hong Kong. They 
said between 300 and 500 Buddhist monks formerly inhabited the monastery 


atop Wataishan Mountain close to the northeast border of Shansi Province, 
The monastery has now been emptied and converted into a state school. 


* * * 


The Spanish Roman Catholic periodical Eoclesia reports an increase in the 
nuaber of mixed marriages in Spain. 

% * ~ 
Churches in French-speaking area of Switzerland marked the 400th anniversary 


on September 15 of the death of reforner Guillaume Farel in Neuchatel. 
A special Farel exhibition ig planned later this year in that city. 


* * * 
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The Protestant Faculty of Theology in Yaoundé, Cameroon, recently held two 
study sessions: one devoted to the study of the churches history and 
contemporary life, and the other to dialogue with Moslems. Fifteen pastors 
took part in the first which was addressed by both Protestant and Roman 
Catholic speakers. Twenty pastors and a Roman Catholic layman took part in 
the second. 


* % CAs 


The urgency of creating a climate of public opinion favourable to 
establishment of a "Comaunity of the European Peoples" was urged in sessions 
of the annual conference of European jay Training Centres held recently in 
Liebfrauenberg, Alsace. 


% * x 


The Salvation Army will open a night club operating seven nights a week in 
the heart of London's Soho district in 1966. The management of the new 
club will be shared by the Salvation Army and the Methodist Church youth 
department, with the support of the British Council of Churches. : 


* * * 


Dutch Roman Catholic bishops have rescinded a 1954 decree that denied the 
sacraments to Catholic members of socialist labour unions. A spokesman 

for the hierarchy said the bishops lifted the ban because they are convinced 
that the Labour party in the Netherlands has fundamentally altered its 
previous hostile attitude towards religion and-the church. 


* * * 


Official dates for the: observance of the 150th anniversary of the American 
Bible Society have been fixed as May 11-13, 1966. The observance will 

be highlighted by a commemorative service on May 11 at New York's historic 
City Hall where the Society was formally constituted in L816% in Lte 
anniversary year the Society hopes to distribute a record total of 75 
million Bibles, Testaments, and Scripture portions. 


¥* + * 


Polish Lutheran theologian and church historian Dr. Waldemar Gastpary is 

the new rector of the Theological Academy of Warsaw. The Academy is the 
main training institution for pastors of Polish Protestant, Old Catholic, 
and Orthodox churches. 


* % * 


The International Association of Roman Catholic Artists has announced it 
is changing its name to the International Association of Christian Artists 
and membership will now be open to Christians of all churchese 


* * * 


Thirty-five Christian youth from East Germany spent three weeks working on 
church reconstruction projects at Auschwitz and Majdanek, Poland, under 
auspices of the German churches "Token of Repentence" programme. 


* * * 


The negotiating committee for the union of churches in northern India and 
Pakistan has called for regular observance of the Week of Prayer for Unity 
in January with Roman Catholic participation, the exchange of pulpits, 
participation in each other's ordination services, and "other ways for 
fostering church union". 


* * % 
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VATICAN COUNCIL GIVES INITILL 
APPROVAL TO RELIGIOUS LIBERTY TEXT 


(Rome) - The Vatican Council has endorsed by an overwhclming vote of 
1,997 to 224 a draft declaration on. religious liberty. The draft state- 
ment holds that no man may be coerced to act against his conscience or 
prevented from following its dictates, except where his action would 
infringe upon the public morality, order, or the rights of others. 


The text will now be re-submitted to the Secretariat for Christian Unity, 
headed by Augustin Cardinal Bea. The Secretariat is expected to make 
revisions in the text in the light of Council discussions before it is 
returned for final action by the full Council. ; 


The action followed vigorous and often sharp debate by the more than 
2,000 Council Fathers. Opponents termed the draft, among other things, 
ambiguous and lacking in Scriptural justification. However, their chief 
fear seemed to be that it would compromise the Roman Catholic Church's 
claim to be the one true church. 


Several prominent Protestant leaders have hailed the action, but in Geneva 
Dr. Ws A. Visser't Hooft, general secretary, cautioned against too early 
optimism-noting that the vote was only indicative and the context of the 
final text is not yet known. 


"There has been substantial discussion and rather strong attacks have been 
made against the proposed text", he said. "The Secretariat for the Promotion 
of Christian Unity must re-work it in the light of the reactions of the 
Council Fathers. ; 


"All that can be said at the present is that we hope that the key affirma- 
tions contained in the present declaration will not be weakened". 
CSRS hk aa tty WAND NS BPS, Geneva 


INDIAN CHURCHES! STATEMENT 
ON WAR WITH: PAKISTAN 


(Calcutta) - Before announcement of the cease-fire in the Indian-Pakistan 
war, the National Christian Council of India adopted a resolution 
Naffirming the solidarity of the people we represent with the government 
in the action it has been forced to .take. 


"We express wholehearted agreement with the objectives the government has 
put before itself, namely the preservation of our democratic way of life, 
the secular character of our state, and the integrity of our territory. 
To these the whole nation is dedicated". It added: 


"we grive that the people of India have to be engaged in a donflict with 

people of Pakistan who are our kith and kin and whose welfare we desire. 

We deplore the loss of life and suffering this conflict imposes on people 
of both countries . 


We are confident that-the Christian people of India will continue to play 
their full part in the situation and share fully in the sacrifices involved. 
we appreciate the desire of many nations for a cessation of hostilities. 

We are grateful-for the deep:concern which Christian friends and sister 
churches in many countries of the world have expressed to us and with them 
we pray for the restoration of peace and good relations". EPS, Geneva. 
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ANTI-WEST PROPAGANDA IN 
FAKE SCRIP?PURES IN KOREA 


(London) ~ Counterfeit Scriptures and similar literature forged in North © 
Korea are being smuggled into South Korea, the Rev. James Roe, secretary 
for Asia of the British and Foreign Bible Society, reported on his return 
from a visit there. 


He said the propaganda was being smuggled into South Korea via Hong Kong 
and other places by inserting it into cargoes of respectable publications. 


He exhibited. 27 drawings, bound in a standard cover normally .used for St. 
Luke's Gospel, including one showing an American soldier standing behind 
an angel with "charity" and "friendship" written on its wings, while the 
soldier brandishs a battle axe end. leaves a trail of skulls in his wake. 
EPS, Geneva. 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST. 
SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE 


(Johannesburg) - The Johannesburg Star reports a "full scale row" has 
erupted in the Afrikaans church world because the Transvaler, a Nationalist 
newspaper, has alleged that some 20 leading Afrikaans churchmen are members 
of the controversial Christian Institute. 


The list of the alleged members was published by the Transvaler's political 
columnist who said in an introduction: "If any of these people are not. 
members and they tell me, or if anybody was a member and has resigned and 
he tells me, I will gladly publish his communication". 


An Institute spokesman said "the technique apparently being followed is to 
use the Nationalist political press as an inquisitor to detect suspects. 

They are named as members of the Christian Institute and it is apparently 
required of them to prove their innocence". 


The Star commented that publication of the list of alleged members "is the 
latest move in the campaign against the Institution (which) is being con- 
ducted on a broad political and church front and in the lay.as well as 

the religious press". KA | EPS, Geneva. 


WORLD-WIDE COMMUNICATION 
OBSERVANCE, OCTOBER 3 


(New York) ~ Chrletiane around the world will join in a major demonstration 
of unity and fellowship October 3 when Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and 
Old Catholic churches in nearly every nation: will participate in the 26th 
annual.obseryance of World-Wide Communion Sunday. 


Beginning at dawn near the 180th meridan in New 4ealand and the Fiji islands, 
communion services will be held in local churches - continuing westward 
following the sun to Australia, Asia, Africa,,. Europe, and North and. South 
America, ending in Alaska, Hawaii, and Midway Island. EPS, Geneva. 


* 
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BUROPSAN COMMITTEE FORME 

ON CHURCH AND JEWISH PEOPLE | 

(Rotterdam) ~ Church representatives from six European-countries have 
formed a European regional Committee on the Church and the Jewish People 
to coordinate present programmes in this area, and serve as a channel for 
sharing of knowledge, experience, and methods. 


The group meeting here was called together by the World Council of Churches! 
Committee on the Church and the Jewish People, but will operate independ- 


| ave Of Ts 


One of the new body's first assignments will be a systematic study in each 
country of the image of Jews and Judaism presented in the materials used 


by the churches in teaching and worship. It will also seek to promote 


theological study of Jewish-Christian relations: 


Participants came from Sweden, Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Germany, 
and Switzerland. It is hoped later to extend membership to other countries. 
‘They represented both WCC member and ncn-member churches. ° Similar groups 


’ already exist in Great Britain and the USA, : | EPS, Geneva. 


BRITISH RC DOCTORS RESPONSE 


TO POLL ON BIRTH CONTROL 


(London) - Between 63 and 74 per cent of the doctors on the Guild of St. 
Luke, Ss. Cosmos and Damian, the official associations of Roman Catholic 
‘dectors in Britain,feel their church should permit some form of birth 


* control under certain circumstances, 


Their report has been submitted to the Vatican's commission making a study 
OL birth controd.s 


. Pull details of the survey, which had been a closely guarded secret for 


four months, were published in the Catholic Herald this week after some of 


‘the results had leaked to the national press. 


The overall result of the survey shows that out of a total of 654 doctors 
~polled,: 536 thought ‘that Catholics practise contraception. The majority 
felt that the rhythm method was unsuccessful and psychologically unsatis- 
factory for men and women alike, + 


\ 


By far the most significant question in the eight-point survey was the 


following: "Do you in your own conscience think that contraception within 


“the bonds of marriage should be permitted in such circumstances as = 
(a) to prevent the break-up of a marriage: :.440 (yes), 197. (no); 17. Cancer- 
tain); (b) for medical reasons: 487 (yes), 150 (no), 17 (uncertain); » 
c) for economic reasons: 415 (yés), 219 (no), and 20 (uncertain). 
. : EPS, Geneva. 


'» CHURCHES CONTRIBUTE #119,000 FOR 
_NEW HOUSES FOR PAKISTAN. FLOOD SURVIVORS 


(Geneva) ~ Churches around the world have contributed $119,266 to aid 
survivors of the recent cyclone disaster in East Pakistan, through the 
World Council of Churches, 


The intention was to prove 1,000 low-cost houses, but a gift of corrugated 
- 1ron-roofing from the Pakistani government and local corporations has 
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enabled this to be increased to 1,500 houses. 


Funds came from churches in Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Netherlands, New dealand, Sweden, Tanzania, the UK,.and the USA. 
| | EPS, Geneva. 


ASIAN STUDENTS DISCUSS 
CONTINENT!S UNITY 


(Geneva) - Forty students from 13 Asian countries met here last week to 
discuss "In Search of Unity in Asia". Sponsored by the Foyer John Knox, 
Geneva's Presbyterian student centre, the ten-day meeting was the sixth in 
an annual series. The majority of participants are studying in Western 
Hurope or Great Britain. 


was: 
Conference aataaVinn: Eng Soon Tay of Singapore, an electrical engineer 
studying in London. Five talks and four workshops dealt with economic, 
social, and political problems in Asia and relations of Asian nations with 
each other and. the rest of the world. 


Newspaper headlines about the India-Pakistan crisis formed the background 
of daily prayers and Bible study led by Mr. Hiroshi Shinmi, associate 
secretary of the World Council of Churches! Youth Department, 


Mr. Shinmi told the youth that the "unity among Christians" sought in the 
ecumenical movement "is not an ideological strategy, but the only prere- 
quisite for the ultimate unity of mankind". EPS, Geneva. 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY ASKS 
NEW RC RULINGS ON MIXED MARRIAGES 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury said here that better relations 
between the Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church must be sought 
first “in terms of practical Christian brotherhood", and that a solution 
towards the question of mixed marriages "would immensely help our practical 
problems". 


Speaking in an interview made for Radio Televisione Italiane, the Archbishop 
said that "the members, of our two churches must get away from any habit of 


regarding one another with hostility as a sort of enemy. We must find 


ourselves to be fully brother Christians...That must be expressed in the 
way we ‘treat each other...It is important that we should take steps to 
remove things which cause bitterness", 


One of these steps, he said, would be an attempt to solve "the very vexing 

question" of mixed marriages and "we are hoping that there may be some 

modification of the policy of the Roman Catholic Church in that matter". 
EPS, Geneva. 
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JAPANESE GROUP !DISAPPOINTED' . 
AFTER U.S. PEACE MISSION 


(Tokyo) - A top-level team of five Japanese Christians who toured the 
United States for three weeks on a peace mission reported to fellow 
Christians here that they had been cordially received, but that attitudes 
sn the USA on Asian affairs differed vastly from theirs. (EPS Wo.) 


"The wall which lies between us is thick", the peace team said in its 
report. "In particular, we could not help being disappointed by their 
(Americans' ) too-simple anti-communism attitude and their anti-Red China 
stance. . 


nwe were also disappointed by their too-self justifying understanding of 
liberty and democracy, their ignorance of the actual situation in Victnamn, 
their lack of understanding of Asian problems, and finally, their over- 
swollen sense of responsibility toward international politics, and their 
implicit approval of power politics". : 


The peace team of four men and one womn was sent to the United States to 
explore ways of ending the war in Victnam. The trip was financed by money 
raised by the Japan Christian Council for Peace in Vietnam, an ad hoc 
organization composed of Christians from a number of denominations. 

EPS, Genevar 


KOREAN CHRISTIANS ASK 
JAPANESE TO REPENT 


(Tokyo) - A delegation of Korean churchmen, joined by representatives of 
Japan's 600,000-strong Korean minority, protested against the Japan-South 
Korea Normalization Treaty and told Japanese Christians that they have 
not demastrated "repentance" and "sincere remorse" for the. period of 
Japan's domination of the peninsular nation. 


Addressing a church-sponsored meeting here they gave strong support to a 
statement drafted at a conference of Korean Christian leaders in Seoul in 
July, which denounced the Treaty as opening the door for Japanese control 
of Korean "political, cultural, economic, and moral life". 


The Koreans! condemnation of the Treaty was endorsed by a group at the 
meeting identified as "Leftist Japanese Christians", but on different 
grounds. This group contended that the Treaty ignores the wishes of North 
Korea, would inexorabiy draw Japan into a North Asia alliance against, 
Communism, and could lead Japan, now constitutionally committed to peace, 
into war. The Koreans, however, rejected this Japanese support. What is 
required, they said, was “sincere apology for past misdeeds". | 

| _ EPS, Geneva. 
SCRIPTURE DISTRIBUTION \ 
SET IN SOUTH VIETNAM 


(Saigon) - A campaign to distribute one million Scriptures in South Vietnam 
has been launched by the Pocket Testament League. 


Glenn Wagner, foreign secretary of the organization, who has established 
headquarters here, said that "Christian workers report the need for great 
quantities of Scriptures to be given to American and South Vietnamese 
soldiers and refugees in hospitals, training centers, outposts, and camps’. 
He said that 200,000 Gospels in Vietnamese languageshave already been 
printed. BPS, Geneva. 
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METHODIST MISSION TEAM 
ASSIGNED TO CONGO 


(New York) -:A special Methodist missionary task force of 15 young single 
men, which has been two years in the process of selection and training, 
has arrived in the Congo, and its members assigned to their places of 
service for the next three years. 


Four of the group are working at a mission station where a Methodist _ 
missionary was killed by Congolese rebels in August, 1964, and five other 
missionaries were held prisoner for two months. 


The team, assembled by the Methodist Board of Missions (USA), is designed 
to be a flexible, mobile force ready to work in places of difficulty and 
danger, and prepared to change assignments and types of work as the situ- 
ation changes. Members spent a year in Brussels, studying French and 
other subjects in preparation for their work. . BPS, Geneva. 


SPANISH BISHOP PERMITS 
NON-CATHOLIC SERVICES 


(Gerona, Spain) - During the height of the tourist season, Roman Catholic 
Bishop Narciso Jubany Arnau of Gerona permitted non-Catholic church 
services to be held in the churches of his diocese. 


Bishop Jubany said he has received expressions of thanks from representa- 
tives of several Protestant churches for making the religious services. 
possible. EPS, Genevas 


CESSATION OF PERSECUTION 
IN ISRAELI TOWNS 


(Haifa) - Peace and quiet have returned to the Israeli coastal town: of 
Ashdod after attacks against Hebrew Christians by agitated Orthodox Jews, 
reports Southern Baptist missionary Dwight L. Baker here. 


Through efforts of the police, in cooperation with the director of 
Christian Affairs in the Ministry of Religion, Christians who fled Ashdod 
following the attacks were able to return: to their homes. 


Christian leaders in Jerusalem worked tirelessly behind the scenes to 
settle the matter locally in order to prevent an’ episode embarrassing to 
the government, such.as that which occurred in 1963 as a result of extre- 
mist attacks on Christian schools in Jerusalem, Jaffa, and Haifa, Dr. Baker 
said.. Also no further attacks have occurred in Acre since a Hebrew 
Baptist was stoned in front of his home August 40. 


However, in Haifa a Baptist family, attacked last month by Orthodox 
fanatics, has decided not to return to its old home in a predominantly 
Orthodox Jewish quarter. EPS, Genevae 
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RC'S UNHAPPY WITH 
NEW GUATELIALA CONSTITUTION 


(Guatonala City) - A spokesman for the Roman Catholic Church in Guatonala 

has. cxpresscd dissatisfaction with provisions of Guatomala'’s new constitu- 
tion which guarantee religious liberty and the rights of religious bodies 

to own property. ; i L 


Msg. José Giron Perrone, Vicar General, compained in a létter to government 
officiels thnt the ccnstitution fails to grant the special privileges to- 
the najority Roman Catholic’ Church which had been granted when the Republic 
was established in 1821. EPS, Geneva. 


PERSECUTION SEEN PURIFYING 
RC CHURCH IN VIBTNAM 


(London) ~- Persecution of Roman Catholics in South Vietnam following the 
assassination of President Ngo-Dinh-Diem in 19643, while "an extremely 
painful period" for the church, purified it and rid it of "hypocritical 
elements", : 


This view is advanced in an article by Nguyen Hong Giao in the September 
ll issue of the Tablet, a Roman Catholic weekly published here. 


He reports that after the November, 1963, downfall of the Diem regime, 
Na wave of anti-Catholic feeling swept throughout the country" during 
which "Catholics were abused, disparaged, chased from their homes, or 
beaten to death. . 


"The first effect of all this was to rid the church of the hypocritical 
elements who became Christians under the Diem regime" seeking material 
gains or currying favour with the Government. 


"But another effect was that many were given the chance of affirming their 
faith...It is now realized that to be a Catholic demands many sacrifices 
and extraordinary courage". 


He added that while the number of adult baptisms (formerly 30,000 per year) 
has declined, "the motives for conversion have become purer. 


"Only by respect for law and order and by practising their faith with 
single-minded conviction will the Christian community regain its normal 
place in Vietnam", he declared. "Their loyalty in the face of certain 
fanatical Buddhist elements had already regained them some respect and 
confidence. But the difficulties remain. However, experience has taught 
that .a church without problems is not always a healthy church and that, 
on the contrary, trials and difficulties are often a sign of vitality. 
Hence the fall of President Diem was in many ways an advantage for the 
Church in South Vietnam". EPS, Geneva. 


WCC CONSULTATION URGES 
FLEXIBILITY IN THE MINISTRY 


(Geneva) ~ The need for flexible patterns in the ministry was underlined 
by 15 pastors, theological professors, and church officials responsible 

for Christian education meeting here for a consultation on the Ministry 

and Theological Education sponsored by the World Council of Churches. 


"Flexibility may and perhaps will lead to the making of mistakes", said a 
report drawn up by the consultation. "But our present situation is such 
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that a refusal to be flexible will almost always be a mistake". 


However, it cautioned; "We must constantly ask of any specific pattern of 

the ministry, the new patterns just as much as the traditional patterns, 
whether they are actually equipping the Church to fulfil its total ministry 
to the world". 


The consultation was held as part of a long-range WCC-sponsored study © 
seeking a common basis for a discussion of theological education among 
European churches despite their different theologies and approaches to the 
training of ministers. 


Papers read to the meeting dealt with patterns of the ministry and their 
contemporary relevance in churches in France, Greece, Scotland, and the DDR. 


The consultation received a preliminary report on first replies to a 
questionnaire on their concept of the ministry and the role of ministers 
sent to 120 WCC member churches in Hurope. 


Replies of 65 received to date indicate an increase in the number and 
variety in the so-called "specialized ministries", e.g. special chaplaincies, 
group ministries, pastors in industry, etc., but show . that at least 89 

per cent of all the ministers in these 65 churches are engaged in the 
traditional parish ministry. © . EPS, Geneva. 


WSCF TO STUDY STUDENT INVOLVEMENT 
IN REVOLUTIONARY SOCIETIES 


(Boston) - A two-year study project on the nature, function, and shape 
of Christian student participation in the development of "revolutionary 
societies" was announced by the Executive Committee of the World Student 
Christien Federation. 


The study will concentrate on Latin America because the Committee recognized 
"the artificiality and superficiality of political study not directly re- 
lated either to political action or to concrete political contexts", said 
the Rev. Waldo Galland, WoCF general secretary. 


He said special emphasis will be given to providing assistance to the 
Student Christian Movement of Chile in "experimentation with forms of 
Christin wal participation in revolutionary politics". 


Plr wns for the study grew out of the recognition of the "lack of eat ee 
theological and official resources for dealing with politics in situations 
of rapid social and political change", lir. Galland said. 


In another session the Committee announced the appointment of Miss Nancy 
Bell, of New Zealand, as its first full-time secretary for work in secondary 
schools. ; EPS, Geneva. 


INTERNATIONAL YOUTH SERVICE CORPS 
RECOMMENDED BY ASTAN LEADERS 


(Tozanso, Japan) - Churches of the world were called upon here to take the 
initiative in developing a worldwide, ecumenical eace volunteer force" of 
Christian youth for service in areas of need. 


Fifteen Asian youth leaders from Korea, Taiwan, Okinawa, and Japan, meeting 
under auspices of the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches 


’ * { My 
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said such a force was required as a means of taking advantage of the 
resources and the unrealized potential of Christian youth for service. 
Youth, especially in the West, they noted, are ecager to offer their services 
for both long and short term assignments. 


They recommended that such an agency be organized UBS OnE the tines" of: the 
U.S. Governments! Peace Corps, but said it should / internationally sponsored. 


The meeting here to plan strategy of ecumenical youth work said the service 
of young people must be seen in the context of the whole mission of the 
Church and that "the central point of this mission is...reconciliation 
between man and God; between man and man". EPS, Geneva. 


WeC BUILDS NEW HOMES FOR 30 ° 
FAMILIES HOMELESS IN DANUBE FLOODS 


(Belgrade) - In a ceremony televised throughout Yugoslavia a check for 
$5,000 was turned over to officials of the Bac Commune by World Council of 
Churches representatives as the first part of a WCC gift to rebuild new 
homes for thirty families whose’ dwellings were destroyed in the disastrous 
spring and summer floods of the Danube River. The ceremony was also widely 
covered by the Yugoslav press, 


Total cost of construction of the completely new and self-sustaining 
community in the Vojvodina region north of Belgrade will be $63,000. 
The name of the new community will be Bodjani. 


Work on the dwellings, each of which will accommodate two families, was 
started carly this month. The houses are expected to be completed and 
ready for the families to move in by early December. Each house will have 
on it a plaque identifying it as a gift of the World Council of Churches. 


Occupants of the new community will be chosen from the neediest of the 
total of 172 families in the area who lost their homes. Selection will 
be made in consultation with local Protestant and Orthodox church leaders. 


The World Council has also contributed $10,000 for small grants to help 
families in the Baranja area of Croatia rebuild their flood-damaged homes, 


Contributions for this aid came from churches in Australia, France, 
Switzerland, Germany, the Netherlands, the UK, and the USA. HPS, Geneva. 


WCC ASKS $25,000 TO AID CIVILIAN 
VICTIMS OF INDIA, PAKISTAN WAR 


(Geneva, September 21) ~ The World Council of Churches today appealed to 
its members for $25,000 as a first request to underwrite aid being given 
by churches in India and Pakistan to civilian war victims. 


Cables received from National Christian Councils in New Delhi and Karachi 
indicate the church organizations in both countries are providing food, 
blankets, medicines, and temporary housing for persons displaced by the 
fighting. abs ythed tie: 
Upwards of $100,000 of church contributions channelled through the World 
Council of Churches haS gone to underwrite refugee aid in both Pakistan 
and India during the past year. The WCC is still seeking $150,000 to 
complete the 1965 programme, 
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In India this has included distribution of food, clothing, and other supplies 
to the settlements of upwards of 50,000 Hindu and Christian refugees from 
Hast Pakistan settled in Assam. Working with the National Christian Council 
of India, the WCC is sponsoring a programme to resettle 1,500 families of 
this group on a 5 ,000/ government-donated plot in the Gauvhati area by June 
1966. Aid is also being given to Hast Pakistan refugees in camps in Uttar 
Pradesh, 100 of whom, who are fishermen, will be resettled by the Indian 


NCC in a lake area, 


In Eest Pakistan in the Garo area WCC aid to an estimated 16,000 returnees 
from India includes distribution of clothing’ and other supplies. OROP, the 
USA agency, has supplied sceds fer planting, and bullocks and tractors are 
being sent in. A WCC representative, Mr. Frank Field, is on the scene 
making a family-to-family survey with a view to development of a long-range 
resettlement plan. EPS, Geneva. 


CEYLON CARDINAL CONCERNED ¥OR 
FUTURE WORK OF MISSIONARIES 


(Colombo) — The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Ceylon said here that despite 
Ceylonese government assurances that the church would be treated fairly he 
believes the position of missionaries still working in the country is 

Nin the balance". 


Thomas Cardinal Cooray, of Colombo, in one of two public statements made 
before leaving for Rome for the Second Vatican Council, described the take- 
over of schools by the government a few years ago as "a national catastrophe". 


The Catholic church has spent "its men, its money, and its resources" to aid 
the young people of Ceylon, he declared, "but we have reached the end of our 
tether". a 


No new missionaries are permitted in the country. Those who remain are 

assessed a "residence tax" of $80 per year. All but a small percentage of 
church-related schools, including Anglican and Protestant, as well as | 
Roman Catholic, have been taken over by the government. EPS, Geneva. 


RC'S WILL HAVE VOICE IN SWISS CANTON 
VOTE ON NATIONAL, FREE CHURCH UNION 


(Lausanne) ~ Because issues concerning the churches in the Canton of Vaud, 
Switzerland, are submitted for decision by the total electorate, Roman 
Catholics, as well as Protestants, will have a say on the proposed union of 
the Swiss Reformed Church and the Free Church in the Canton when it comes 
to a vote on October 2 and 3. 


The Roman Catholic hierarchy has advised the Canton's Roman Catholics to 
vote affirmatively. "We are whole-heartedly in favour of the success of 
the project, for everything which strengthens unity is in accordance: with 
the will of Christ", they said. "We, therefore, invite you, as a gesture 
of solidarity with our Protestant brethren to express your approval". . 
Seo eaae UREN. . | EPS, Geneva. 
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METHODIST, HUB COMMISSIONS 
COMPLETE PLAN OF UNION 


(Chicago) - Commissions of the 750,000 member Evangelical United Brethren 
and 10.3-million member Methodist Churches, mecting jointly here, completed 
work on a plan of union and a proposed constitution thet, if approved, will 
unite their two churches into a United Methodist Church. 


Both donominations are scheduled to act on the plan of union and constitution 
simultaneous General Conference meetings in November, 1966. If approved, 

the documents would then go to annual conferences of the two churches fr 
ratification. The earliest the union could be completed is 1968. 


The :. .. Evangelical United Brethren Church is itself the result of a 
union in 1946 of the Evangelical Church and of the United Brethren Church, 
' EPS, Geneva. 


NEW METHODIST CHURCH 


Rovneveinse Vaeceoee > AMERICAS 


ace for a new, independent body to be known as The Methodist Church of 
the Caribbean and the Americas were announced to the Executive Committee. of 
the World Mcthodist Council mecting hére. The new church will come into 
being in May, 1967. 


The Rev. Hugh Sherlock, O.B.H., of Jamaica is president-designate of the 
new body. About 800 widely-scattered churches serving 80,000 communicant 
members and a constituency of 400,000 on most of the major West Indies 
islané, on the South American continent, and in Central America, will 
combine their districts to form the new conference. Church headquarters 
will be in Antigua. EPS, Geneva. 


INDONESIAN LEADER DEFENDS 
"CONTROL" OF MISSTONARTES 


(Djakarta) - The Indonesian Minister of Religious Affairs, Mr. Hadji 
Shaiffudin Guhri, said here that it was "natural that the Indonesian 
Government should restrict the work of foreign missionaries in the country". 


He said these restrictions are not inspired by "racial feelings, but simply 
aim at showing that the Indonesians are capable of propagating their faith 
themselves". 


A number of public appeals have been made warning th 18 population to be on 
their guard against activities of American and British missionaries because 
some of them "are suspected of being subversive". ° ~~ EPS, Geneva. 


PROF. WeS. TINDAL DIES; 
BCUMENICAL LEADER WAS 66 


(Edinburgh) - The Rev. W.S.: Tindal, OLByE...). % . protessor of Chriptian 
Ethics and’ Practical Theology in New College, the University of Hdinburgh, 
died September 11, at the age of 66. 


A leading figure, not only in his own church, but in the ecumenical movement, 
he was the convener of the Inter-Church Relations Committce of the Church 
of Scotland and a menber of the Central Committee and Finance Committee 
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of the World Council of Churches. He also served as chairman of the 


Nominations Committee at the WCC's Third Assembly in 1961. EPS, Geneva. 


AFRICAN CHURCH CONFERENCE — 
HEADQUARTERS MOVED TO NATROSI 


(Nairobi) - Headquarters of the All Africa Conference of Churches will be 
transferred to Nairobi from Kitwe, Zambia, on October l. 


The offices at Pioneer House, Government Road, will house the following 
AACC officers and staff: the general secretary, the director of the 
special agency for the Ecumenical Programme for Emergency Action in Africa, 
and the secretary for Home anf Family Life. Other staff will be added 
later. 


The AACC also has offices at Cotonou, Dahomey; and Kitwe, Gambia. 

A fourth office in Ibadan, Nigeria, will be opened also on October l. 
This will mark the integration into the AACC of the African Sunday School 
Curriculum programme. ; EPS, Geneva- 


YUGOSLAV BISHOPS PROTEST 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM RESTRICTIONS 


(Belgrade) - Yugoslavia's Roman Catholic bishops have issued a joint 
pastoral letter protesting against government restrictions of religious 
education and defending the rights of parents to raise their children in 
the Catholic faith. 


The letter, read in all Yugoslav Roman Catholic churches for three con- 
secutive Sundays this month, said that it was sad but true that although 
the Yugoslav constitution guarantees freedom of religion, the government 
has continually found means to restrict this freedom. 


"No one should be forced into religion", the letter declared. "Likewise 
no one should be forced into atheism. Many parents who let their children 
be baptized are distressed. They are afraid to go to church and to Mass. 
Many parents don't send their children to religious classes".EPS, Genevas 


SWISS HIERARCHY EMPHASIZES 
MARY'S ROLE IN UNITY 


(Fribourg, Switzerland) - The Swiss Roman Catholic hierarchy has reminded 
the faithful that they must entrust the task of Christian unity to "the 
Virgin Mary, the Queen of the Apostles, and the Mother of the Church, 
We must not think that we are rendering a service to the cause of ecumenism 
if we refrain from speaking about this maternal task of the Sacred Virgin", 
said the pastoral letter. "We must avoid everything which would give our 
separated brethren a false idea about the true veneration of Mary» We will 
not hesitate to appeal to Mary to grant us the grace which comes from her 
divine Son to bring about reunion between Christians and between all men..." 
EPS, Geneva. 
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ARTICLE EXPLORES POSSIBILITIES OF 
"GENUINE" ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 


(Hamburg) - The possibilities of holding a "genuine" ecumenical council 
of all the Christian churches are explored in an article in the current 
issue of the German weekly Sonntagsblatt by Dr. Lukas Vischer, research 
secretary of the World Council of Churches! Faith and Order Department 
and one of the WCC's: observers to the Second Vatican Council. 


No longer should such a council be considered a "romantic dream", Dr. 
Vischer writes. The Roman Catholic Church, by refraining from drawing up 
precise definitions or condemnations (anathemata) at the Second Vatican 
Council has shown that it is aware that the Council is "exclusive" and 
"linited", | 


But could such a "real council" be prepared by the World Council of Churches 
in its present period of development? Dr. Vischer thinks not, because its 
member. churches do not yet have the "fellowship in the Word and Sacrament 
which is the absolutely essential basis for an assembly which bears the 
character of a council, "' nab 


However, the World Council, may be the "unavoidable preparatory stage" for 
such a council. The WCC is "an-opportunity, rather than a reality... Ina 
certain sense its members are already involved in a conciliar PLOCESSaee 
but the fellowship of the churches within the WCC is weak and bears all the 
signs of something provisional. But if we see the dynamic element in it, 
with its promise for the future, we perceive its genuine ecumenicity. 

The task is to bring its promises to fruition". EPS, Geneva. 


CHURCH UNION IN CEYLON SEEN 
POSSIBLE BY END OF 1968 


(London) - A United Church of Geylon will be inaugurated before the end 
of 1968, if current negotiations continue, to follow. the present smooth 
course, the Rt. Rev. C. H. We de Soysa, Anglican Bishop of Colombo, 
predicted here. Discussions have been underway for 25 years. 


Addressing members of the Church of Ceylon Association, he said that, 
following the "putting back" of the scheme for the proposed Churoh of Lanka 
(Ceylon) by the Convocations of Canterbury and York in 1961, a number of 
theological issues had been clarified and amendments made to the plan and 
that these had received overwhelming support from Anglicans in Ceylon. 


The revised scheme for the new body which would have a membership of 
100,000, is scheduled to rf eiven its first reading at a meeting of the 
General Council of The Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon 
(Anglican) in January, 1966. 


Technically, after this a three year period would have to elapsee If the 
Anglican Metropolitan of Calcutta, Dr. H. L. Js deMel, however, came to the 
conclusion it was the wish of the Anglican an« other churches involved to 
move ahead, he could ask that the second reading be given 21 months after. 
the January, 1966 first reading. 


This will probably happen, the Bishop said, and then all that will be 
necessary will be for the churches to agree on an inauguration date for 

the new church. Involved in the scheme, in addition to the Anglican church, 
are, the Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian churches and the Diocese of 
Jaffna of the Church of South India, a union of Anglicans, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, and Congregationalists formed in 1947. EPS, Geneva. 
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Funds collected during’ a Day of Fasting observed Saas September 19, an) 
the Protestant churches of the Swiss Cantons of Neuchatel, Vaud, and Geneva, 
will go towards construction of a secondary school at tanta Ruanda. 


*% * * 


The Hermansburg Lutheran Mission at Ramoutsa, the only German sponsored 
mission in Bechuanaland, celebrated its centenary.. on September 19. 


* * % 


A Russian Orthodox Church delegation, headed by Metropolitan Nikodim of 
Leningrad and Lagoda, chief of the church's Foreign Relations office, is 
making a two-weeks visit in Finland to talk with Orthodox and Lutheran 
leaders there. 


* * * 


A new British fortnightly publication called The New Christian’ will begin 
publication in London on October 7. Founder and proprietor of the new . 
publication is the Rev. Timothy Beaumont, head of the Liberal Party Organi- 
‘cadena and owner of Prism Publications. 


a ee 


Canada's Roman Catholic Women's League will seek to work with women of: 
other religious bodies in social study and action, it was announced at the 
League's annual convention in Jasper. 


yy ens ns 


Alice Lenshina, leader of the fanatical Lumpa religious sect whose clashes _ 
with government forces last year resulted in 700 deaths, has been freed in 
Lusaka, Zambia. But she and her family were immediately taken to live . 
indefinitely in a remote area of 4ambia under an order signed by President 
Kenneth Kaunda,. 


* * * 


A Baptist has been named "Protestant editor" of the new Roman Catholic 
magazine Preaching to be published in St. Louis, Mo., USA. Father 
Sylvester MacNutt, O.P., president of the sponsoring Catholic Homiletic 
Society, said Dr. W.D. Thompson, a homilectics professor, had been named 
the new publication's associate editor because "Protestants have always 
given the pulpit the place of honour". 


* * * 


Thirty Methodist ministers and two Methodist laymen from the United States 
will spend a month (Oct. 6 -.Nov. 4) in South America doing evangelistic 
work and visiting missions and other points of interest. They will conduct 
a two-week evangelistic mission in Chile, and also visit Panama, Brazil, 
Uruguay , Argentina, and Peru. 
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A total of 967 Bununs, an aboriginal mountain trible of some 20,000, from 


Beeb A villages in Taiwan, has enrolled in a new Bible course initiated by 


Presbyterian U.S..missionaries and Bynun Christians. The classes, conducted . 
in the mountain communities, are teaching Bununs to read in their own, 
seldom written language with the use of three booklets which Mata the 
basic concepts of the Bible. 


* * x 


Anglican churches in the area rang their bells in greeting when a new 
Roman Catholic church was blessed and opened at Northolt-on the London 
outskirts. As a further token of Christian friendship one of the Anglican 


oh churches, St. Paul's ,presented to the new church of St. Seen its 12th 


Station of the Cross. 
. a a 


' Plans have been announced for establishment of a Chair of Roman Catholic 
Studies on the graduate level at Vanderbilt University, a Protestant 
institution, located in Nashville, Tenn., U.S.A. 


* * oa 


The Cape Town congregation of the Duteh Reformed Church in South Africa 
“ (Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk) will observe its tricentenary anniversary 
in October. The occasion marks the arrival in 1665 of the church's first 
resident minister, Johan van Arckel, from the Netherlands. 


* * * 


CORRECTION: In the ‘story titled. "Cooperation Urged in Laity Formation” 
published in the September 16 issue of EPS, (page 11), Dr. Ian Frasez 
was incorrectly listed as general secretary of "the Scottish Churches". 
Dr. Fraser is general secretary of the Scottish Churches Council. 

EPS regrets. the error. | - BPS, Geneva. 
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OLD CATHOLICS SIGN FULL COMMU! TION 
AGREEMENT WITH THREE CHURCHES 


(Vienna) - The International Conference of Old Catholic bishops and the 
ranking bishops of three other churches - the Spanish Reformed Episcopal 
Church, the Lusitanian Church of Portugal, and the Philippine Independent 
Catholic Church, have signed a formal agreement of full communion. 


Announcenent of the agreement was made to 350 delegates at the opening session 
of the 19th International Old Catholic Congress convened here September 
on2T Conference theme was "On the Way to the Unity of the Church", 


The agreement was signed at a meeting of the bishops held immediately prior 

to the opening of the Congress. The terms of the agreement, which permits 
members of participating churches to take full part in the Sacraments of the 
others, are the same as those by which inter-communion was established with 

the Anglican communion in 1931, 


These include the statement that "inter-communion does not require from either 
communion -the acceptance of -all :doctrinal-opinion,; sacramental devotion, or 
liturgical practice ‘characteristic of the other, but implies that each 
believes the other to hold all the essentials of the Christian faith". 


The Old Catholic churches, which have a total membership of about 500, 000, 

are national churches, nearly all of them in Europe, which at various ines 
have broken from the Roman Catholic Church. The oldest is the Church of 
Utrecht, established in 1742. The German, Austrian, and Swiss Old Catholic 
arches came into being because of their refusal to accept certain dogmas, 
notably that dealing with the infalibility of the Pope, . promulgated by the 
First Vatican Council. of wo (Oa 


The three churches with which ‘the Old Catholics havenow established inter- 
communion ahs i ehoaked a heagonl amleaoen ae are not es of the Anglican Comm- ' 
unions i ' 


The largest of the three is the one in the Philippines with a communicant 
Membership of upwards of 1, 600 yO00. | Established in 1902 as a schism from 
the Roman Catholic Church, it now derives its succession from the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the USA. 


The other two are considerably smaller. The Portuguese church,. established 
at the end of the last century, has 1,200 members; the Spanish church, 
started a little later under the reatatee Mccecweae ah certain bishops of the 
Church of Ireland, has 2,500 members. - 


A message to the Congress from the Archbishop of Canterbury. said that the 
full communion of Old Catholics and Anglicans is "a constant source of joy 
and thankfulness". i 

Noting that the disimalts of England is now engaged in union talks with the 
Methodist Church, he said he saw "no incompatibility between our hopes of 
Anglican-Methodist unity and the hopes for unity with the Holy Orthodox Church 
which Anglicans and 014 Catholics share together". 


Two Roman Catholic "fraternal delegates" attended the sessions here for the 
first time. "Fraternal delegates" and observers also were present from 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthsdox Church, the Serbian Orthodox Church, the Armenian Orthodox 
Church, the Anglican Communion, and the World Council of Churchose 

EPS, Gonevae 
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NEW COMMUNIST VIEW OF 
RELIGION REPORTED 


(London) Marxists of all degrees are moving closer to Christian teaching” 
and are more willing to admit that religion works for the common good, 
according to a British expert on communism. 


Mr. Douglas Hyde, writing in the current issue of the Catholic Universe, 
said Marxist socialists are being forced by world realities "away from 
their own teachings ana into positions more acceptable to Christians". 


An editor of London's Daily Worker before he became a Roman Catholic in 
1949, Mr. Hyde said recent private conversations with Communists have led- 
him to believe that "from seeing religion as an enemy of the poor and the 
Church as the bastion of reaction, they are now prepared to admit that both . 
may possibly work for the betterment of mankind". 


While Communist ideology is basically un-Christian, Mr. Hyde acknowledged, 
if you "get beneath the armour plating of the Communist himself you will 
invariably) find:that his original motivation was an idealism that any 
Catholic should be able:to share, and the hatred of real evils and 
injustices to which any Christian should be opposed. 


"Tt may be that .top Communist leaders still have their tongues in their 
cheeks when, they call for anew approach ’to religion and the church, but ©, 
the evidence suggests that a high proportion of followers accept the new 
line... And among the leaders in non-Gommunist countries, there are some 
who are genuinely modifying their Marxism in the light of a better 

knowledge of man and the world". EPS, Geneva. ° 


SLOVAK SYNOD. . WILL JOIN 
COOPERATIVE USA LUTHERAN AGENCY 


(iti lwaukee, ae — The Synod of Meche te Sa Tutheran Churches (Slovak). 
voted here to join three larger Lutheran bodies in forming a new co- operative 
agency for theological study and service - the Lutheran Council in. the 

United States of America, | 


The action was: taken in:a voice vote following opposition ee some: delegates 
on grounds that membership would gloss over the theological differences 
anong the churches. 


: Involved in plans, for the new agency are the Lutheran enih. Wood Synod. 
and the American Lutheran Church which have already approved: it, and the. 
Lutheran Church pa _ America, which’ is expected to take positive. action next ; 
year. a 


In another’ action the convention approved. a committee of three pas tors and 
two laymen to study an Ove con to unite with the. ,Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod.” HPS , hah ia’* 


ITALIAN ‘BAPTISTS NAME 
COMMITTEE TO. STUDY UNION 


(Rome) - Italian Baptists have appointed a committee to study problems of 
church union and authorized their officers to confer with other Italian 
Protestant bodies concerning the establishment of an Italian Protestant 
Federation. 


‘The ‘action by 137 ‘messengers ee sknay. Sa Italy's 5, 000 


«Baptists was in keeping with decisions of the Second Evangelical Congress. 


which the Baptists were full Seri chane (EPS No.19) . 
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' DR. NILES DISCUSSES 


KASHMIR PROBLEM ; | on 

(Jaffna) - A prominent Asian church leader has suggested that the Indian- 
Pakistan dispute over Kashmir can be settled by the establishment of a 
geographical boundary. He. said this boundary should be decided by an 
arbitrator found "from within the British Commonwealth". 


Dr. D.T. Niles, general secretary of the Hast Asia Christian Conference, 
described the present conflict as "at base an ideological one! for which 
"there can be no solution by the military victory of one side over the 


“Si other. - A geographical line has to be agreed upon as the boundary between 


two ideologies", 


However, the decision about where the line should be drawn should not be 
left to the people of Kashmir because then it would "become not only a 
“decision about a geographical boundary, but also a decision between two 
ideologiessae Sask 


"The decision should be made by an arbitrator on a geographical boundary 
which cannot be construed as a victory for either ideology. This arbitrator 


“must be. found within the British Commonwealth", 


Whatever steps are. taken towards a solution, Dr. Niles said, "four things’ 
are important: ' the hands of India need to be strengthened to make effective 
its intention to be a secular state, so that the Muslims in India may 
enjoy equal citizenship and security there with others; nothing should be 
done. to weaken the intention of Pakistan, even though it is a Muslim state, 


. to be fair and just towards its Hindu minority; since in the long run 


India and Pakistan need one another, whatever settlement is arrived at 
must leave as few wounds as possible; the settlement arrived at must take 
into consideration the well-being of the people of Kashmir themselves". 


Dre Niles discussed the issue in: a letter to Dr. I. Omura, of Japan, 
_vice~chairman of BACC, and U.Kyaw Than, of Burma, associate secretary. 

He said he hoped that an exchange of views, which will be made public, . 
would be helpful in contributing to a solution. EPS, Genevas 


_ YUGOSLAV BAPTISTS STRUGGLE 
TO' BE SELF-SUPPORTING 


(Novi Sad, Yugoslavia) -~ Baptist churches in Yugoslavia are making a 

concerted effort to support themselves, in line with .a decision taken last 

_ year not to seek financial help from abroad, but it is requiring great 
Sacrifices on the part of the church's pastors and their families. 


’ The (Rev. Franjo Klem, general secretary of the Home Mission organization of 
-the Yugoslave Baptist Union, told 60 delegates to its second annual con- 


ference here that reduced income has meant serious salary cut-backs for 
pastorse 


se reported the average salary of the 15 full-time Baptist pastors in the 
_ country is $30 per month plus social security payments and children's 
. allowances. | «EPS, Geneva. 


% 
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SOVIET ORTHODOX LEADER DESCRIBES 
CHURCH LIFE IN USSR AS "STABLE" 


(Turku, Finland) - A top Russian Orthodox Church official said that while 
Soviet government anti-religious activity influences the thinking of some 
Christians in the USSR, most of them return to the church after a time and 
church life is fairly stable. 


Metropolitan Nikodim of Leningrad and Ladoga, head of the church's Foreign 
Relations Department, made the comment in a press conference during an 
official visit here at the invitation of the Church of Finland (Lutheran) 

and the Orthodox Church of Finland. i‘ 


He added that the Russian Church is eager to promote the ecumenical movement 
and that it is giving its theological students a firm grounding in ecumenism. 
HPS, Geneva. - 


MAORI YOUTH WAITING FOR ~ 
THE "PAKEHA" TO CATCH UP 


(Rotorua, New Zealand) - New Zealand's first ecumenical conference of 
Maori youth underlined that as far as the Maori people are concerned there 
is only one church and that when meeting on the marac (tribal meeting 
ground) there was no room for denominational separation. 


"I suppose you could say we are waiting for the Pakeha (the white man) to 
catch up with us", is the way one delegate phrased it. 


A highlight of the week-long conference, which represented Maori youth from 
the Anglican, Methodist, and Presbyterian churches, was a service with other 
young people in the city of Rotorua. The speaker, the Rey. R.ll. O'Grady, 
secretary of the New 4ealand National Council of Churches! Youth Committee, 
told them that when the Bible spoke of the ‘household of faith!, it was. 
speaking of the Maori type of household rather than that of the Pakeha,. 


"In the Maori Pa (meeting house)", he said,:"we are all‘one family. There 
is no segregation because of age, sex, belief, or race. So it must be in 
the church. In the 'household of faith! we must be one people’. 

a EPS, Geneva. 


KENYA PROTESTANTS, RCs. 

HOLD FIRST MEETING 

(Nairobi) - Kenya Protestants, Anglicans, and Roman Catholics have held their 
first joint meeting to discuss differences and common beliefs. 


’ Convened for two days at the Limuru Conference Centre near here they agreed 


it was "intolerable that those confessing the name of. Christ should proceed 
along different roads without meeting together, especially in making plans 
for helping in the developing life of the nation". 


A report said that in "vigorous discussion" participants "found many points 
of agreement especially as they studied the Bible together. Differences 
were also freely aired, and by the close, there was greater understanding 
of the position held by Roman Catholics and Protestants respectively". . 
They agreed similiar meetings should be held in the future, in other parts 
of Kenya, as well as the Nairobi area. BPS, Geneva. 
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REACTIONS GENERALLY FAVOURABLE 
TO VATICAN'S RELIGIOUS LIBERTY VOTE 


(Geneva) - Several Protestant and Orthodox leaders have acclaimed the 
preliminary Vatican Council vote on the statement on religious liberty, 


Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America said that although final action has not yet been taken "we find this 
decisive approval most gratifying, and an indication that the Roman Catholic 
Church is dealing forthrightly and courageously with an issue of the greatest 
import to every human being". 


Dr. John Moorman, Anglican Bishop of Ripon, England, an observer to the ° 
Vatican Council, said that two points of special importance in the draft 
were those which upheld the individual's right to follow his conscience, and 
at the same time protected his freedom to refuse to do anything against his 
conscience. ~- This principle, accepted with regard to the individual, also 
applies to religious groups and will be a great help to small groups of 

non=- Roman Catholics in predominantly Roman Catholic countries. 


Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, president of the American Lutheran Church and the 
Lutheran World Federation, said the "action may very well become a foundation 
from which impulses of good will flow out toward all churches. -And it 
certainly will-provide undergirding for all realms of liberty - secular as 
well as religious", 


Dr. Hugene Carson Blake, chief executive officer of the United Presbyterian 
Church (USA), said it represented "a great milestone in Christian history" 
and one which "definitely will improve the relationships of Reformed and 
Presbyterian churches throughout the world with the Roman Catholic Church", 


Dr. Oliver Re. Harms, president of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, said 
the Council vote "is not only a step toward assuring religious liberty...it 
is also a step toward breaking down barriers which have regretfully prevented 
Christians from speaking the truth in love". 


Professor Kristen HE. Skydsgacrd, of Denmark, head of the Lutheran World 
Federation's delegation of observers to the Council, said the vote indicated 
Rome has "now recognised principles which are already to a large extent the 
common heritage of markind. This should give the Catholic Church cause for 
Joy, but certainly no cause for pride." He said the document will be 
extremely important for the Lutheran minority churches but that it would be 
unrealistic to expect "immediate changes everywhere". 


The German Christian weekly Christ und Welt said the document bears "the 
stamp of a generous and...perhaps also ambitious desire for renewal", It 
was "not based on the claim for truth, which every church has to make in one 
form or another". It was based on"the dignity and freedom of the human person, 
who is allowed the right to decide on matters of faith in accordance with his 
own conscience, and this is a new principle for the Roman Catholic Church." 

. EPS, Geneva. 


CEYLON WILL NOT RETURN SEIZED 
CHURCH SCHOOLS, MINISTER SAYS 


(Colombo) - Ceylonts Education Minister I.MeR.A< Iryagolle said here that 
private church related schools nationalised in 1960 will not be returned. 
Church leaders had hoped there might be a relaxation in the nationaliz,tion 
policy because the new government, which assumed office last March, was 
coumited to reversing some of the policies of the previous government under 
which the schools were taken over, Mr. Iryagolle als- said in a speech in 
Parliament that’no decision has been taken on the future of ,the few remaining . 
private schools. | EPS, Genevae 
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USA CLERGY ASK GOVERNMENT PROBE 
OF LAW ENFORCEMENT CRISIS 


(Los Angeles) ~ Thirty leading American churchmen have given support to a 
resolution of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), headed 
by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., calling for appointment of a special 
presidential commission to make a full-scale investigation of "the crisis in 
law enforcement and the nation's patterns of violence", 


They said such an investigation should take the place of an investigation oF 
the Ku Klux Klan by the House Un-American Activities Committee. 


Civil rights groups have expressed the fear that the Congressional Committee 
probe of the Ku Klux Klan would provide the opening wedge for an attack on 
them. 


‘The support of the SCLC resolution was announced by the National Committee to 
Abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee. ity sare tt fully 
endorsed the SCLC resolution which also asked that "the Department of Justice 
prosecute those guilty of acts of violence, terror, and intimidation", 


Prominent clergy who are members of the committee include: Rev. Jerald C. 
Brauer, Dean of the Divinity School, University of Chicago; Rabbi Balfour 
Brickner, Director of the Commission of Interfaith Activities, Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations; the Rev. William S. Coffin, Jr, Chaplain, 
Yale University; Bishop John Wesley Lord of the Methodist Church, Washington, 
D»C. Areas Dre John Ae Mackay, President Emeritus of Princeton Theological 
Seminary; The Right Rev.’ James H. Pike, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese 

of California;~ and Dr..Howard Schomer, President of Chicago Theological 
Seminary. EPS, Geneva. 


INDIA AND PAKISTAN REQUISITION 
CHRISTIAN HOSPITALS TO ATID wOUNDED 


(Geneva) - Christian hospitals in both India and West Pakistan have been 
requisitioned by government authorities to care for the ‘wounded. 


In Ludhiana the State of Punjab has taken over the Ludhiana Christian 
Medical College and Hospital. 


Dr. Kenneth Scott, a medical missionary of the United Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and director of Ludhiana, reported in cables received here, that all 
seven hundred staff, including medical students, student nurses, and 
laboratory technicians, are treating the wounded, Three hundred beds have 
been added to the hospital's 500. 


Two Methodist hospitals in Uttar Pradesh in northern India, Clara Swain and 
Creighton-Freeman, also reported they are treating the wounded. 


In West Pakistan the Christian hospital at Lahore has been requisitioned 
by Pakistani authorities. | : EPS; Genevae 


USA METHODISTS ASK "EFFECTIVE 
OPPOSITION" TO SOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEID 


(New York) - More "effective opposition" by the USA government to apartheid 
in South African was called for by the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Missions of the Methodist Church. The Board said the UseS. government should 
give "serious consideration" to placing economic sanctions against South © 
Africa. 


It aoa iared its support to "worldwide movements for basic rights and 
fundamental freedom for peoples everywhere" and pledged to "provide relief 
and assistance to, ego persecuted by the Government of South Africa and 


ee eke. families". . EPS, Geneva. 
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BENGAL REFUGEE SERVICH 

CLOSES; WORK IS TRANSFERRED 

(Calcutta) ~ Bengal Refugee Service, the multi-million dollar ecumenical 
project in which Christian churches around the world pooled their resources 
to eradicate what was termed "the worst refugee problem in. the world", has 
ceased operation. 


Projects started by BRS with the aid of funds channeled through the World 
Council of Churches are being turned over to Indian church agencies. 


"By the. grace of God we have reached the point at which we can go", the 
Rev. Keith Dowding, BRS director, told its final board meeting here. 


The largest project undertaken by the Service was resettlement of the 8,000 
refugees who had been living in conditions of incredible squalor in the city's 
Soaldah railway station since the 1947 partition of India and Pakistan. 


BRS relocated them a% several sites in the Calcutta area and provided them 
the assistance they required to build their own homes. 


BRS also established small industries - the making of conch=shell bracelets 
used in Bengali marriage ceremonies, weaving, tailoring, and glass ampoule 
production - all of which are now self-supporting. 4 


“A TB treatment unit at present aiding 750 patients is being taken over by _ 
the Calcutta Diocese of the Church of India, Burma, Pakistan, and Ceylon. 


Mennonites: in Calcutta are assuming responsibility for the agricultural 
projects and an inter-faith committee is taking over the running of BRS's 
five primary schools. The work of social and community development will be 
assumed by the National Christian Council of India. 


Mr. Dowding's report noted that "for its financial resources, BRS has relied 
alnost exclusively on the gifts from Christians overseas. It is a matter 
for deep thanksgiving that not one project of value has had to be abandoned 
or left incomplete through lack of money. ‘Christian compassion has not 
failed us» 


"Tt is also a ground for gratitude that BRS has been so faithfully served 
by its staff. Indians and foreigners, Christians,. Hindus, and those of no 
religion, have worked together as a team dedicated to the fulfil iment) ores 
its good purpose - the rehabilitation of the refugees who were our 
responsibility." . EPS, Geneva. 


DR. BLAKE SEES BISHOPS NECESSARY 
IN A UNITED CHURCH 


(Minneapolis) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief executive of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, said here there gould be no largesscale 
reunion of Christian churches unless bishops are provided for in a united 
church. 


Addressing a meeting of Presbyterian ministers, Dr. Blake who was: the _ 
originator of the plan which has resulted in the six~member Consultation on 
Church Union talks now underway in the USA, said this was so because churches 
without bishops are a minority in the Christian world. | 


Dre Blake said the current talks could result in a united: church in the USA 
in the 1970's, if discussions "move" and "materialize", However, "apathy" 
is a major problem confronting the union movements EPS, Genevae 
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SOUTH AFRICAN ANGLICANS, PRESBYTERIANS 
PREPARE COVENANT 45 STEP TOWARDS UNION 


(Cape Town ) - Anglican and Presbyterian ‘Churches in South Africa have 
drafted a "Solemn Covenant" as "a proundly responsible affirmation that 
the communions to which we belong desire with all their hearts to end the 
state of schism which now exists between them". 


The terms of the Covenant state that as steps towards organic unity they woulc 
seek agreement on a common form of the episcopal ministry acceptable to the 
covenanting churches, and would accept at one another's altars the communicant 
members of each church. . 


' The document is the result of talks underway here for five years. Involved 
are the Church of the Province of South Africa (Anglican), and three 
Presbyterian churches - the Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa, the 
Bantu Presbyterian Church, and the Tsonga Presbyterian Churches 


The Covenant will be presented to governing bodies of these churches at 
meetings later this year for their consideration and communication to local 
churches for study during the next three years. At. the conclusion of this 
period it will again come before the churches! governing bodies for deoision 
about whether they wish to enter into ite 


The Right Rev. Robert Selby Taylor, danglican Archbishop of Cape Town, in a 
pastoral letter read from all Anglican church pulpits, said it is believed 
the "Covenant would createa new relationship between the churches (and) would 
provide an atmosphere of nine oe trust and charity as would promote the growth 
or organic unity. 


"Those of us who have been engaged in the conversations are convinced that 
there is no insuperable obstacle keeping us apart." °*He said it is hoped 
other churches also will desire to share in the Covenant. EPS, Genevar 


TANZANIAN. LEADERS SUGGEST 
NEPEDERATION" RATHER THAN UNION 
(Dar-es-Salaam) - Federation rather than union should now be the goal of Hast 
African churches, according to Lutheran and Moravian spokesmen interviewed 
here, 


The Rev. Theofilo Kisanji, superintendent of the Moravian Church of Tanzania, 
and the’ Rev. EH. HE. Mshana, former principal of the Lutheran Theological 
College at Makumira in northern Tanzania, agreed that too many differences 
separate the churches to make union feasible at the present time, but that 
all churches could join in a federation. 


Both the Moravian Church and the Lutheran Church declined to be associated 
with a draft plan of union published early this year by the Anglican, 
Methodist, and Presbyterian churches. Their refusal has resulted in 
vigorous debate among the churches. 


Mr. Kisanji said he thought Lutherans and Moravians should.join forces. to 
‘encourage formation of a federation of the churches not involved in the 
union talks. He said this would include the Baptists, Mennonites, and the 
Salvation Arny. EPS, Genevae 
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REACTION IN USA 
TO POPE'S VISIT 


(New York) - Several USA Protestant church leaders have issued statements 
welcoming the forthcoming visit of Pope Paul VI to the United Nations. 


Dr. Re H. Edwin Espy, general secretary of the National Council of Churches, 
said he believed the Pope's address to the UN General Assembly would "help 
reinforce the will of peoples and governments to live in peace and goodwill". 


Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South 
fmerica, called the visit "an exalted mission". 


The Protestant Gouncil of the City of New York said it "rejoices in this 
significant visit...(which) we devoutly believe...will give a great impetus 
to peace, brotherhood, and ecumenical goodwill, 


Dr. Fredrik <A. Schiotz, president of the American Lutheran Church, said the 
visit will "dramatize the concern of all churches for peace and goodwill 
among nations. I pray this may be the casee But if the Pope's visit as 
head of a sovereign state receives any emphasis, the visit will be open to 
much understanding." 


Only one Protestant leader so far has criticized the visit. SDE Ge Rrsen 
Ruff, editor of The Lutheran, bi-weekly publication of the Lutheran Church 
in America, described it as a public relations manoeuvre designed to 
"strengthen the Pope's image” and "to divert public attention from 'the 
collapse! of the Second Vatican Council". Writing in the current issue, 
he said he could not imagine what the Pope planned to say at the UN that 
would "be worth the price of an aeroplane ticket from Rome". 


While his words should be listened to "respectively", they will have "no 
relevance to the rough power struggles that are the reality of world politics. 


"Tf-the Pope has the desire.to say something which could set millions of 
people free to live with one another in peace and love...the place to say it 
is at the Vatican Council in Rome..." EPS, Genevae 


SWISS CHURCHES 
AID TO NEEDY 


(Zurich) --In the twenty years since the end of .World War II the Swiss 
Protestant churches have contributed 50 million Francs ($13.,504,600) and 
over cleven million kilos of ‘supplies valued at 25 million Frances 

to relicf and rehabilitation work around the world. 


A report issued by HEKS the churches aid agency, ‘said it also. arranged 
the adoption of 48,000 children for which an additional 2.8 million Francs 
($654,205) was raised, ‘; 


The largest amount went to Germany to aid post-war reconstructions Also 
in Europe — Austria, France, and Hungary, in that order, received the next 
greatest amounts.- Overseas help has gone mainly to Africa, followed by 

Asia, and Latin America. EPS, Geneva. 
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WCC OBSERVER CRITICAL OF 
CHURCH AND WORLD SCHEMA 


(Rome) - Concern that the Schema on the Church in the Modern World now 
being debated by the Second Vatican Council does not take sufficiently 
into account the Christian concept of sin was expressed by Dr. Lukas 
Vischer, an observer of the World Council of Churches to the Council, 


speaking to a meeting arranged by the Dutch Information Centre at the 
Vatican Council, Dr. Vischer said that the Schema's stress on solidarity 
with the world reveals a tendency apparent in most churches today - namely 
the tendency to give inadequate attention to Scriptural accounts of God's 
judgement of the world. . 


"The Gospel not only brings reconciliation of the world with God; it brings 
division between men. The Gospel teaches liberation from sin, but it does 
not make the struggle with sin less real on that account." 


The Schema does not mention "the Satanic aspect of the world; the. secrecy 
of sin is not taken seriously. The concern for new solidarity with the 
world is laudable, but it must not lead the Church to forget that it is 
wholesome to maintain a certain distance. 


"In expressing its. solidarity with the world the Church must recognize its 
own guilt. If the divided churches recognized their common need for 
repentance they would find one another; only repentance will give the 
freedom for renewal. But it is only for his own church that each _ 
Christian can confess the need for repentance." EPS, Geneva, 


VATICAN OBSERVERS 
FORM COMMITTER 


(Rome) - The non-Roman Catholic observers to the Second Vatican Council have 
appointed a five-member committee to coordinate the work of their separate 
delegations and represent their common interests in relations with the 
Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity. 


Professor Edmund Schlink, of Heidelberg, of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKID), is chairman. Dr. Lukas Vischer, of the World Council of Churches 
delegation, is vice-chairman. Other members are Archpriest Vitali, Borovoi, 
of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church; Bishop Karekin 
Sarkessian of the Armenian Apostolic Church (Catholicate of Cilicia); and 
Canon John Findlow, permanent Anglican liaison officer in Rome.. 


The Vatican reported last week 82 delegate-observers and their substitutes. 
and 15 "guests" are attending the current session. . EPS, Geneva. 


FORD GRANT FOR STUDY 
OF CHURCHES' AID WORK 


(The Hague) ~ The Institute of Social Studies here and the Centre for Socio- 
Religious Research in Brussels have been named the joint recipients of a 
$275,000 Ford Foundation grant to study the effect of church programmes in 
developing countries. 


The two agencies previously received a. $128,300 Ford grant to begin the 


_project. It will be supervised by officials of the Roman Catholic Church 


and the World Council of Churches. 


Much of the work will be centred on gathering widely scattered statistics 
to evaluate and measure the impact of the churches work in education, social 
assistance, medical aid, and social action. EPS, Genevae 
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BULGARIAN BYZANTINE RITE | ; 
RCs WILL USE ORTHODOX BIBLE 
(Sofia) - The new translation of the Bible being made by the Bulgarian 


es 
Orthodox Church will probably be accepted by Bulgarian Roman Catholics who 
follow the one Rite. : 


Mgr. Cyril Kurtev, Exarch of the church, said only a few additions would be 
required to make it acceptable for use. . 


The two bishops of the Latin Rite Roman Catholic Church have not commented, 
but their lack of interest would seem to be indicated by the fact. that they 
have set up their own translation committee: 


Mer. Kurtevy has expr ed the opinion that this committee was "not competent" 
to do the job. 


There are about 8,000 Byzantine Rite Catholics and 65, 000 Latim Rite 
Catholics in Bulgaria. BPS, Geneva. 


RC BISHOP WARNS AGAINST "FALSE 
HOPES" FOR MIXED MARRIAGE STATEMENT 


(Rome) —- Roman Catholic Bishop Walther Kampe of Limburg, Germany, issued a 
word of caution about the ‘false hopes'!' which could be raised by the wide- 
spread press reports that the Pope plaus to issue a moto proprio on mixed 
marriages in the near fuvure. 


He said it would be wrong'to jump to conclusions or to expect concessions 
which would be contrary to the Christian sonscience"™. 


The Tablet, Roman Catholic journal published in London, reported its sources 
indicated | Lie main changes would be that the non-Catholic partner's promises 
regarding respect of the Catholic faith and the Catholic rearing of the 
children would be made orally rather than in writing, EPS, Geneva. 


CHURCH JOURNAL DHMANDS 
OAU ACTION IN SUDAN 
(Nairobi) -— In a 
Bast African Chri 
) 


African’ Unity + 
urgency. 


nt page euitorial headlined "Stop Sudan Murder", the 
an monthly Target called upon the Organization for 
ce the Sudan igsue.on its agenda as "a matter of extreme 


"The people of the southern Sudan are going through hell", it said. "Surely 
the time has come to drop this myth that the troubles are internal matters 
for the Sudan Government alone. 


"Evidence is pouring in of a wave of savage repression by government forces 
directed against civilian in the country. Thousands have been shot and many 
more have been forced to tlee from their homes. 


"Reports of the horrible massacre at Juba (in July) give the lie to the Sudan 


Prime Minister's bland contention that only a few lives were lost and and these 


because 'outlaws opened fire and the Army fired back!..-Hyewitness reports... 


show clearly that government troops ran amok at Juba and slaughtered hundreds 
of people... 


"The Sudan Government would like. to blame the situation on the wicked plots of 
missionaries! and imperjalists!, but few people in Africa will believe this... 


The basic problem is thas three million people of African origin feel that 
they are dominated by those of mainly Arab blood who live in the North." 


Target said the Organization for African Unity should place the issue on its 
agenda immediately, should offer tto mediate between the - vernment and the 
ebels, and should conduct a referendum to enable the Sudanese to determine 
their own future. EPS, Genevas 
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IN BRIEF 


Archbishop Ireney of Boston has been elected Primate of the nearly 
1,000,000-member Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America and 
Archbishop of New York by the church's Council of Bishops. He succeeds 
the late Metropolitan Leonty (Turkovich) who died in May at the age of 89, 
after serving as head of the church PornihS yearns, 


* % * 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheren Church in America and 
chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, will 
Visit Usd. military personnel in the Far East, November 4-22. His 
itinerary will include Japan, Okinawa, Taiwan, and the Philippines. 

? %¥ #* * 


r 
To beat "galloping inflation" a Methodist .congregation in Santiago del Estro, 
Argentina, has organized a consumers! cooperative +o bring climbing food 
prices more within reach of church members! incomes. At the same time the 
scheme 1s augnenting the church's building fund for a parsonage and two 
chapels. The building fund was invested to buy quantities of staple focd 
items which are resold to the members and friends of the church at moderate 
prices. The profit then goes back to the building fund which in. turn is 
re-invested in merchandise for the cooperative. 


Se ee 


The first training centre and home for Papal Voluntcers in Mexico has been 
dedicated in Mexico City. The volunteers, who agree to serve for three 
years, are men and women between the ages of 21 and 45, who have specific 
skills which can aid in the church's efforts to meet the religious, social, 
and economic needs of the area. The new centre is expected to have an 
initial enrollment of 24 volunteers. 


*% * * 


Baptists seminaries in the USA have been encouraged to unite with seminaries 
of other Protestant churches. The American Baptist Convention's Board of 
Education and Publication said that the church!s seminaries should take 

part in surveys "with a view to developing a rapid consolidation of 
Protestant theological education, actual cooperative curriculum planning, 
and even the merging with other seminaries - Baptist and otherwise". 


* % %* i 


The Executive Council of the Episcopal Church in the USA has temporarily 
dropped plans for a $582,000 expansion of its national conference centre, 
in Greenwich, Conn., because demands on conscience required the funds 

be spent for urgent world needs rather than to provide "more comfort" for 
participants in church meetings, 


Te ea teat eho 


Churches in Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya,have agreed to form an Institute 
for Christian Education to coordinate preparation of their Christian 
education material, 


* * % 
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Fifty-four members of the General Council of the Student Christian Movement: 
of Great Britain have given or pledged almost £1,000 ($2,800) of their own 
money to help the SCM in its current financial difficulties. An SCM 
spokesman said the movement's "underlying problem is our lack of resources 
to meet the expansion in student numbers". . 


Ke * * 


Highteen German Roman Catholic and Protestant seminarians have begun a six-- 


week term of work in various factories in the Mainz area-as a way of getting 
practical experience in industrial society. 


a % % 
Protestant youth in the French-speaking part of Switzerland have launched 
an "Operation Congo" appeal for funds to furnish a hostel in Leopoldville,. 


x * 


f, 
oe 


His Holiness Vasken I, Supreme Patriarch of the Armenian Apostolic Church, 
whose seat is at Etchmiadzin’in the USSR, has invited the Armenian Catholic 
Patriarch of Cilicia (whose church is in communion with the Roman Catholic 
Church), to attend ceremonies marking the tenth anniversary of his 
enthronement.on October 29, EPS, Geneva. 
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SASP SAYS FAMILY PLANNING A 
PRIORITY FOR CHURCHES! MEDICAL WORK . ’ 


(New York) - Family planning should be a priority when churches, mission 
boards, and rclicf agencies are considering new medical projects, says 
SASP in an important new document. 


SASP is the World Council of Churches! Committee for Specialised Assistance 
to Social Projects. It met here September 26 - October 1 to review projects 
in many parts of the world for which its expert advice had bcen sought by 
divisions and departments of the World Council or by ecumenical bodies in 
various countrics. 


The document on medical priorities was drawn up by SASP's Medical Panel 
and then approved by the whole Committee in plenary session. 


Family planning and family welfare were described as aspects of health of 
"oreat importance to the church and deserving cf encouragement at the inter- 
national level.. : 


"Local programmes’ are best undertaken by nationals", the statement said. 

"No programme should be imposed from without, but local interest and concern 
should be stimulated and receive encouragement, for instance through Vea 
provision of litcrature and the financial support of pilot projects.’ 


Other ce pas ee! cee included the modernisation of Christian hospitals 
hampered by.old buildings. and inadequate equipment; field research into the 
local causes of illness, particularly the causes of psychiatric disorders; 
encouragement. of the training of Christian doctors, nurses, and health 
workers, and caring for the sick in their homes. 


"Domiciliary care", the’ statement’ said, “offers: the: local: congregation an 
excellent opportunity for participating in the healing ministry which is very 
much in line with modern public health techniques. Tuberculosis, leprosy, 
nutrition, maternity and child care, care of the aged, rehabilitation, and 
village hygiene are all relevant here and deserve support". 


The SASP Committee. also discussed the technical: and financial concerns for 
a proposed illustrated journal for French-speaking West. Africa. 


Church leaders in’ that area are’ expected to: take the final actions required 
to launch the’ project at a meeting in December. When that is done funds 
anges $250, 000 will be sought. It is hoped to publish the first issue 
La L967 ; 


ae also recommended, that funds be found so that an editor and a general 
manager for a proposed monthly journal of opinion in Nigeria could be given 
erariosa training. overseas. 


A report of SASP executive secretary, Mr. Robert Menzies, ehoued that during 
its first three years of operation 49 projects had been submitted for SASP's 
advice. Of these 27 came from Africa, eight from Latin America, eight 

from Asia, one from Europe, and five from various ecumenical agencies. 
Fourteen were for agricultural projects, 11 social, six technical, nine 
medical and nine concerning periodicals. EPS, Genevae 
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KOREA PERMITS RE-OPENING 
OF CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 


(Seoul) - Yonsei University, South Korea's leading Protestant institution of © 
higher education, was permitted to re-open two weeks after its abrupt 
closure by the Korean government for failure to discipline "political" 
professors and students who allegedly took part in anti-government riots. 
(EPS No. 32). ; 
The government permitted the re-opening after two professors resigned 

in the interest of protecting the university from further reprisals. 


Following student demonstrations in mid-August opposing the treaty between 
South Korea and Japan, the government blacklisted 21 university professors 


and students at various universities for "instigating" the riots. Since 
then a total of nine professors have quit voluntarily and two have been 
fired. A number of students have been expelled. _ EPS, Genevae 


JAPANESE LEADER ASKS 
FORGIVENESS FOR HIS COUNTRY'S ACTIONS 


(Seoul) - "Heartfelt remorse" for Japanese military actions and domination 
in Asia was expressed by the moderator of the United Church of Christ in 
Japan (Kyodan) to the 50th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Koreae s 


Speaking to a hushed congregation of several hundred Korean delegates, 
Dr. Isamu Omura declared that Japan had made "grave mistakes resulting in 
great sacrifices on your part. IT ask you to forgive us in our common 
Lords I am speaking on behalf of our whole nation. 


"Tn the past our nation pursued a wrong course of militaristic expansion; 
twenty years ago it collapsed in defeat. ' Since World War II, with the 
support of the USA and other friendly nations, Japan has sought. to develop 
into a peace-loving democratic nation. We are determined to contribute 
vy peaceful means to the well-being and glorious future of the nations of 


‘Asia, most of which were victims of our expansionist policies of the past." 


EPS, Geneva, 


SINGAPORE PRIME MINISTER WARNS 
AGAINST NEWSPAPER ATTACKS 


(Singapore) — Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew, of Singapore, has warned the 
nation's leading Malay-language newspaper that it will be indicted for 
sedition if it continues to publish articles which could arouse religious 
strife. 


Utusan Melayu (Malay Messenger) has printed several articles alleging that 
Christians, particularly Roman Catholics, sought to convert Muslims by 
offering bribes. 


Singapore Christian leaders have issued a statement declaring they "do not 
believe in or countenance unfair or unethical attempts to change a person's 
religious convictions". They said the churches had never gone out of their 
way to convert Muslims and that the Roman Catholic Church's policy, in 
particular, had been rather to refrain from converting Muslims. EPS, Genevas 
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BURMESE BAPTISTS TO MARK 
CENTENARY OF CONVENTION 


(Rangoon) - Burmese Baptists will mark the centenary of the formation of 
the Burma Baptist Convention at observances to be held here October 7-10 in 
connection with annual Convention sessions. Upwards of five thousand 
delegates and other participants from all over the country are expected to 
attend. 


The observance will be held in the memorial hall built in the compound of 
Baptist headquarters for the 150th anniversary in 1963 of the arrival in 
Burma of pioneer Baptist missionary Adoniram Judson. 


In connection with the centenary the church has arranged an ecumenical 
retreat and consultation "to wait upon God and to learn what the Holy Spirit 
is telling the church in Burma during these days in her life and mission 
when the doors of witness continue to keep on opening for Christians 

inspitc of the changing situation", 


Christians in this predominantly Buddhist nation number 970,800 persons 
including 787,100 Protestants, of whom the great majority are Baptists, 

and 183,700 Roman Catholics. The Protestant churches have approximately 
750 Burmese ministers and 49 ministers of other nationalities. There 

are 1,407 Burmese lay workers, 10 theological schools and colleges, 24 
Bible and training schools, and 3,245 places of worship. BPS, Geneva. 


DISSIDENT BRITISH METHODISTS 
ISSUE STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 


(Leeds) - Sixty British Methodists who oppose the proposed Methodist-Anglican ° 
union plan have issued a statement of principles which will be distributed 
throughout the Methodist “hurch as a means of determining the strength of 
their support. 


The statement declared, among other points, that any scheme of union must be 
based upon plain Scriptural warrent and not on ecclesiastical traditions, that 
the Methodist doctrine of the priesthood of all believers means that no 
priesthood exists which belongs exclusively to a particular order or class of 
men, and that any plan for unity which imposes an ecclesiastical barrier at 
the Lord's table is intolerable, 


If unity can be proposed on lines "which are the essence of evangelical 
Christianity, in general and of Methodism in particular.s...we shall rejoice 
to enter into. closer relations with the Church of England", it-said, ° “If 
union is urged on the present 'CGatholic lines! and if a Conference again 
sets aside convictions of a considerable proportion of the Methodist people, 
that Conference must bear the responsibility if division in the church 
ensues." ri EPS, Geneva. 


STOP RELYING ON OVERSEAS AID 
INDIAN OFFICIAL TELLS CHURCHES 


(New Dehli) + An Indian government official said here that Indian Christians 
should stop depending upon help from churches abroad. 


Speaking at a Methodist-sponsored prayer service for Indian frontier guards, 
S+ C. Jamir, parliamentary secretary to the Minister for External Affairs, 
said that every Indian Christian must prove himself a true citizen of the 
country by helping to maintain its freedom and by ceasing to "look towards" 
foreign missionaries for support. EPS, Genevar 
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R.C. LAYMEN IN USA ASK AID IN: . 
SOLVING LOS ANGELES DIOCESE PROBLEMS _ 


(New York) - Two hundred and sixty. went cen: Roman Catholic laymen and women 
from all parts of the USA have appealed to whee te hierarchy for aid in 
solving problems in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 


Their letter’ said“that "it is widely known that priests of the (Los pps 
Archdiocese are under implicit, if not explicit, directions not to preach or 
write directly on the racial tension and injustices underlying the recent 
tragic riots in Los Angeles...The result of ‘this official attitude,..is 

in direct contradiction .to the spirit of the teachers of the serehy outages 
“Ot the Churches.) 


Wea spokesman said no laymen eee Be in the Los Angeles area were asked to sign 
the statement because of "fear of reprisals and threats of intimidation". 
EPS, Geneva, 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND SEEN FAILING 
IN ITS EVANGELISTIC TASK 


(London) —- An overwhelming majority of persons polled in a survey conducted 
by the Church of England. Newspaper bélieve the Chureh of England is pena 
in its evangelistic task. 


Of a total of 676 persons taking part, 573 said the church is not fulfilling 
its responsibilities in this areas The poll, conducted to determine the 
amount of support for a Billy Graham Grusade planned in England next year, 
revealed 626 were "glad" the Crusade was scheduled; 587-approved Dr. Graham's 
methods of evangelism; 647. believed he "preaches the Gospel faithfully"; 

and 619 thought there was a place for mass evangelism in modern England. 


The newspaper, commenting on the results, said: "It is widely agreed that 
Mass evangélism is very much a second—-best...Once again it must be said 

that the Church of England will have to answer for putting other things 
before the conversion of England during the last 20 years".- EPS, Geneva. 


WELSH ANGLICANS TO JOIN 
UNION DISCUSSIONS WITH METHODISTS 


(Llandrindod Wells, Wales) —- Some 300 bishops, clergy, and laity of the 
Church in Wales (Anglican have voted to join in the union negotiations 
underway between the Church of England and the Methodist Church. 


With only one dissenting vote the church's governing body accepted an 
invitation from the Archbishop of Canterbury to appoint’ a representative 
to the joint group conducting the talks. 


It also asked that parallel discussions be held between Welsh Anglicans: 
and Methodists and authorized the clei nee of Bishops to appoint representatives 
to Spee a Broun ; EPS, Geneva. 
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GOOD CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 
REPORTED IN RUMANIA 


(Geneva) — Good working relations between the government and the churches in 
Rumania were reported by the general secretary of the Conference of 

European Churches on his réturn here from a two-weeks.visit to.the eastern 
Buropean country. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams said he was impressed by the fact that the churches 
"seem to be accepted as a normal part of Rumanian life" and that ‘Rumanian 
Christians apparently suffer no "disabilities" .in-their da ily life. 


He reported he found church services in laa parts of she “country attended 
by large congregations notable for their even distribution of men and women 
of all age groups. 


He.said the government is investing large sums of money in-.the restoration 
of old church buildings and other properties which, nevertheless, remain 
the exclusive property of the churches. This was true not only-.for the 
majority Orthodox Church, but for the smaller Lutheran and Reformed bodies. 
‘Several new churches Ree have been built recently. 


Dr. Williams, who is also Inter-Church Aid Secretary for aoe ‘Of the 

World Council.of Churches, visited Rumania for a meeting of the seven-member 
Presidivnof the European Conference held in Bucharest at the invitation of 
the Patriarch of the Rumanian Orthodox Church, 


Conference discussions dealt mainly with administrative. concerns of the 
regional body which has a membership of 76 churches in 235 countries of 
Hast and West Europe, 


The Presidium authorized a publication of paperback books in English and 
French of the Conference's history, programme, and aims. It also examined 
the question of establishing contacts with "community churches" in various 
parts of Western Europe, These churches, which are usually multi-national 
in membership, but predominantly English-speaking, have no direct link with 
any "home church". There are an estimated 25, the majority in Switzerland, 
France, Luxembourg, Austria, and Belgium, EPS, Genevae 


“BRAZILIAN R.C. HIERARCHY OUTLINE 
PIVE YEAR "RENEWAL" PLAN 


(Rio de Janeiro) - The Brazilian Roman Catholic hierarchy has under study, 
a five-year plan designed to rewew the church in line with decisions of the 
second Vatican Council. . 


The plan is outlined in a proposed joint pastoral letter being prepared at 
special meetings of the Brazilian prelates to the Vatican Council in Rome. 


The draft of the pastoral letter says the new plan would seek "to promote a 
fuller and more visible unity within the Roman Catholic Church itself, promote 
missionary action, promote catechetics, deepen the study of Catholic doctrine 
among the laity, give more effort to deepening knowledge of theology, promote | 
liturgical action, promote ecumenical.action, and promote the active 
participation of the faithful as a ferment in the construction of the world 
according to the designs of God". EPS, Genevae 
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WCC GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OPENS 14th SESSION 


(Geneva) - Forty-six post-graduate students from Australasia, Africa, Asia, 

atin America, Hurope, and the USA are enrolled in the 14th session of the 

Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies of the World Council of Churches which 

. opened here October 1. Students from the USSR, Rumania, and the DDR are - 
expected lator. .The.school is located. at the Chateau de Bossey, near Geneva. 


The students come from 21 countries and are members of Protestant, Satie 
United, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic churches. 


One of the main study themes for the 1965-66 session, which will conclude 
February 8, is the Church in the Technological World and students will 
supplement class work with visits to factories and industrial plants in the 
Geneva areas Other studies will deal with the Anglican Communion, movements 
of renewal in the churches, and the history and contemporary development of: 
the ecumenical movement. 


Guest lecturers will include German church leader, Dr. Martin Niemoller, ‘one 
of the WCC's six presidents; Mr, John Wren-Lewis, a research chemist in the 
Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd.; and Mgr. Joseph Gremillion, of New York, 
director of the Socio-Economic Department of Catholic Relief Services of the 
National Catholic Welfare Conference. 


In the opening lecture, Dr. H. H. Wolf, school director, said the new concepts 
of reality developed by modern science challenge Christian theologians to 
dialogue with scientists and to rethink their specific understanding of 
reality. } EPS, Geneva. 


R.C. BISHOPS IN USA’ NAME 
BODY FOR’ CONTACTS WITH JEWS 


(Rome) - The Roman Catholic hierarchy in the USA has appointed a ten-men 
oomnmission for contacts with the American Jewish community. 


. The new body will be headed by Bishop Francis P. Leipzig, of Baker, Ore., who 
told a press conference here that informal meetings have already taken place 
with Jews in America, but that this was the first move to establish relations 
on a formal basis. He said it was hoped a first meeting can be held in 
Washington, D.C. shortly after the close of the Second Vatican Council. 

| EPS, Geneva. 


LWF RADIO STATION FINISHES 
FOUR-YEAR CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME 


(Geneva) - Under construction for nearly four years, the one million dollar 
technical installation of Radio Voice of the Gospel, the Lutheran World 
Federation's powerful shortwave facility in Ethiopia, has finally been 
completeds 


Dr. Sigurd Aske, general director of the LWF broadcasting service, reported 
here the last stage in building of the 100,000-watt station was completed, . 
after final acceptance tests and adjustments, when a $600,000 curtain 
antenna system was put into operation. 


The new system will enable the Addis Ababa centre to direct its radio beam 
better toward its target areas throughout Africa, the Near East, and southern . 
Asia, and thus make its brodeasts more audible in those areas. EPS, Geneva. 
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BIBLE SOCIETIES SEEK AID 
IN MEETING DEFICIT 


(London) = The United Bible Societies predicts a combined deficit of 
£2,221,000 ($6,218,000) for Bible Society work throughout the world in 1966. 
The figure is the anticipated gap between expenditure and income in some 

one hundred and twenty countries in which proceeds of sales and local 
collections are insufficient: to meet the cost of the work. 


In these areas, as well as in others, cheap editions are sold’ at subsidised 
prices fixcd in relation to the purchasing capacity of the lowest income, 
Translation costs account for nearly €250,000 ($700,000) of this amount, 
covering work in some 600 languages. : 


Bible societics in "affluent countries" have been asked to raise funds to 
cover the deficit which is about Lesh 000 ($980,000) more than the amount 
required for the 1965 budget. 


The Bible Societies will continue their campaign "God's Word For a New Age" 
which has as its goal the increase in distribution of copies of the 
Scriptures and Scripture portions from 50, Sed 000 in 1963 to 150,000,000 

in 1966. are | BPS, eae. 


U.sS. GOVERNMENT STUDY OF AID 
TO VIETNAM REFUGEES ASKED 


(Washington, nerers - A Church World Service official hag suggested to 
a. Senate sub-committee that the U.S. Government should investigate ways of 
meeting needs of refugees in Vietnam. 


Mr. James MacCracken, executive director of CWS, testifying before a 
committee set up to investigate problems of refugees and escapees,’ baid 
while there was general satisfaction with the new more liberal U.S. 
immigration law (signed' by President Johnson on October 3), there are 
millions of other refugees: "beyond traditional definition". 


These include those.who are refugees because of newly established boundaries, 
as well as those who have not even crossed Sepitehie Behe: boundaries, he 
said. 


"Within this context", he said, "it is valuable that this sub-committee 
inquire into refugee needs in Vietnam". ' EPS, Geneva. 


VOTERS IN SWISS CANTON 
APPROVE CHURCH UNION 


(Lausanne) - Voters in the Swiss Canton of Vaud have given overwhelming 
approval to a proposal to unite the Swiss Reformed Church and the Free Church 
in the Canton. The tally was 47,125 to 4,634. (EPS No. 33). 


The action reunites two churches, which have been separated since 1874, into 
the Evangelical Reformed Church of the Canton of Vaud. 


The referendum was unusual in that Roman Catholics as well as Protestants 
took part as Cantonal law requires that all decisions concerning the Church, 
which is an institution of the State, be submitted: to the total electorate. 
The Vaudoise Roman Catholic hierarchy had advised the faithful to vote for 
the union as a means of strengthening Christian unity. EPS, Geneva. 
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NUMBER OF MINISTERIAL CANDIDATES REPORTED 
‘ON RISE IN CUBA, DESPITE DIFFICULTIES 


(Valley Forge, Pa.) ~ In Cuba "there are more volunteers for the Christian 
ministry that cver before, in spite of full employment opportunities in 
the secular fields, and low salaries for pastors and loss of civil rights", 
a Cuban Baptist pastor reported here. 


The Rev. Mario Casanella, executive secretary of the Baptist Convention 
of Hastern Cuba, told American Baptist Convention officials that despite 
government restrictions the life of the churches in Eastern Cuba goes on. 


Of special interest, he said, is the growth in self-support. Every year 
shows a’ steady and Pannen orate increase in the stewardship of church 
members. 


Although regular worship services are permitted both on Sunday and weekdays, 
the government requires that specific permission be given for all special 
meetings of the churches, whether in the local parish or at association or 
convention levels. 


He said that from time to time churches and members of churches have been 
charged with violations of certain government regulations. some fines have 
been levied and paid... Many convictions have been set aside on appeal to 
higher courts. Several pastors as well as lay people have been held for 
questioning and two of the hal dein ds pastors of Hastern Cuba are currently 
still in jail. EPS, Gencevae 


BRITISH EVANGELICALS URGED 
TO COOPERATE 


(London) - Some 1,000 delegates to the National Assembly of British 
Evangelicals were warned against the dangers of rivalry and overlapping 
efforts by Assembly president, the Rev. Peter Johnston, Vicar of Islington. 


Although we are a minority within the church, Mr. Johnston said, "minorities 
are sometimes right" and evangelicals have too much in common and "the 
situation is too desperate" to allow differences to-become magnified into 
matters of primary importance. He added that Evangelicals should take 
encouragement from the resurgence of Evangelical scholarship in the churches. 


A third of the delegates came from Anglican churches, others were from 
Baptist and other Free Churches. EPS, Geneva. 


ONLY. TEN R.C. PRIESTS 
LEFT IN SOUTHERN SUDAN 


(Rome ) - Only ten Sudanese Roman Catholic priests are left in the entire 
southern Sudan, FIDES, the international Roman Catholic missionary news 
service reports here. 


It said all the rest have been killed, arrested, or forced) to flee, At 
the beginning of the anti-church measures by the Khartoum government in © 
late 1963 there were 230 priests working in the southern sudan and another’ 
two hundred and fifty Brothers and Sisters. . ee Geneva. 
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NEW ATTACKS REPORTED AGAINST 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


(New York) - A new campaign is being waged against the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Istanbul, the Primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of. North and South America reported in a statement issued here. 


In his strongest appeal to date, Archbishop Iakovos called on governmental, 
religious, and other groups to use their influence to protect the position 
of the Patriarchate by r testing against "these persecutions involving the 
denial to the Patriarchate of fulfilling its legitimate functions and...the 
arbitrary expulsions from Turkey of innocent and law-abiding residents". 


The statement said the latest Turkish act "which must be considered of the 
utmost gravity" involved the take-over in September of two churches 
belonging to the Patriarchate by the "so-called !Turkish Orthodox ovement!”, 
a group which has a membership of about 50 persons. These are the churches 
of St. Nicholas and St. John, located in the Galata section of Istanbul. 


It said protests by the Patriarchate to the Turkish Ministry of the Inverior 
were answered to the effect that the dispute concerning ownership of the two 
churches was a matter to be solved by the government ministry dealing with 
religious properties, and that the Patriarch had no right to interfere. 


It said a two-man delegation sent by the Patriarchate to Ankara to present 
a memorandum to the Turkish Prime Minister was refused an audience and that 
the emmisaries were received by a minor official. 


The statement described the "Turkish Orthodox ovement" as developing from 
the activities of (Father) Papa on an unfrocked priest of the 
Patriarchate and a"self—-appointed ' rehbishop'", 


Archbishop Iakovos said protests of the Turkish actions have. been registered 
with the United Nations, President Johnson, and other civic and religious 
leaders. 


In Istanbul, Turkish Prime Minister Mr. Urguplu, charged the Patriarchate — 
with mixing in politics, an.activity banned by the Turkish Constitution. 
He said complaints about the actions to the United Nations by the Holy 
Synod of the Church of Greece could only have been-made with the consent 
of the Patriarchate. "If the political and legal order which ‘we are 
trying to safeguard with great care were disturbed", he said, "the 
responsibility would rest upon the leadership of ne church, which is 
specifically forbidden to take political action", 


He said both churches had been closed and placed under police protection 
and the rights of the matter would be decided in the Turkish courts. 
(According to newspaper reports, however, the "Turkish Orthodox Movement" 
used the two churches for services on Sunday, September 26.) EPS, Geneva. 


PRENCH PRIESTS ASKED TO SUPPORT 
VATICAN COUNCIL DECISIONS 


(Paris) - "French Roman Catholic priests are urged to unite in accepting and 
acting upon decisions of the Second Vatican Council in a letter from. 
Maurice Cardinal Feltin, Archbishop of Parise 


The Cardinal said "private thoughts and initiatives now current" must be 
ended and all must work togetner to promote for the benefit of all the 
Council's work. ; 


The Cardinal's letter was believed by some observers to have been promoted 
by the uneasiness on the part of some French clergy over certain Vatican 
Council decisions, notably the liturgical reforms. EPS, Geneva. 
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POPE'S U.N. VISIT SEEN 
STIMULUS TO PEACE 


(New York) - The visit on ree eee of Hig Helis Pope Paul VI to the 
General Assembly is scen by the World Council of Churches! international 
affairs chief as a- stimulus, in addition to that provided by many churches 
on a day to day basis, to the United Nations as it seeks to cope 
constructively with accelerating world problems. 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC!s Commission of the Churches 

on International Affairs, said, "The benefit of Pope Paul's address to the 
United Nations will be reaped only if men and nations in the days ahead 
will, with a larger measure of devotion, seek to build the solid foundations 
upon which true world community and true world peace must rest". 


He praised the United Nations for its readiness "to listen. to what the 
churches have to say about international affairs", and the churches for 
developing "new ways in which their views can‘be come tua expressed at 
the time and place of international decision. 


"Spiritual insight must invigorate the search for politica al and technical 
solutions of international issues, if the United senidatetay is to make its 
effective contribution to world peace," 


The World Council of Churches has actively supported the United Nations over 
the years. "with the unders tanding that the essential ingredients of peace 
are freedom - with particular reference to religious liberty -— truth, 
justice, and love", Dr. Nolde explained. 


"By concurring action of the World Council of Dianohee and the Roman 
Catholic Church, the way is now open. to develop methods of closer 
cooperation and we welcome the opportunities thus afforded", he said. 

ee EPS, Geneva. 


LWF COMMITTEE PLANS STUDY 
OF TERM "HEBREW CHRISTIAN" 


(Geneva) - Lutheran World Federation has announced it will make a special. 
study of the term "Hebrew Christian" which is often applied to Dent ee 
church members who belong to the Jewish Laces 


Dr, Arne Sovik, director of the Federation's Department of World Mission, 
said the decision to make the study was taken following receipt of a 
protest from the International Hebrew Christian Alliance (IHCA) that a 
statement issued by an LWF consultation last year had described terms 
such as’ "Hebrew Christian" as introducing "unbiblical divisions into the 


Church", ae * 3 
The IHCA said such terms should be used as indicative of the special place 


of such persons within the Church. . EPS, Geneva. 


SOVIET JOURNAL URGES 

R-C.-COMMUNIST DIALOGUE . 
(Moscow) - Discussion with Communists is essential if the Roman Catholic 
Church wishes to have genuine dialogue with the world, according to an 


article in the soviet review Questions of Philosophy. - 


Reviewing the work of the Second Vatican Counoil, it declared that "no 
fruitful contact. can.be established between the Roman Catholic Church and 
the masses if it ignores Communism whose influence affects the entire world." 
‘ It; said Bais eecete already exists in goed France, and Austria. 
Be Eas gs ok x | EPS, Genevas 


c f wert 
Bs Rhett ett arate: | era AS pe eS ee 


No. 35'- 7th October, 1965 12 


JOHANNESBURG TIMES DENOUNCES 
McCARTHY-LIKE HUNT AGAINST INSTITUTE 


(Johannesburg) - The Johannesburg Sunday Times in a strongly worded 
two-column cditorial titled "The New McCarthyism" has denounced attacks’ 
against the Christian Institute and its director, the Rev. Beyers Naude. 


The Times paid tribute to a statement supporting the Institute and Mr. 
Naude by the Rev. W. As Landman, Scriba of the Cape Synod of the Nederduits 
Gereformeerde Kerkse In protesting what. Mr. Landman had called the "heresy 
hunt" against the Institute, the Times said, he had performed "a sash lps 
service to the} country. 


Why should Mr. Naude and the Institute be the victims of such attacks, the 
Times asked,» The reason, it suggested, is that "the extreme Nationalists 
(and that includes their Johannesburg newspapers) genuinely fear Mr. Naude and 
the Christian Institute. They represent the kind of challenge for which 

the Nationalists have no answer, The Nationalists have always claimed a 
scriptural sanction for their policies; what Mr. Naude is doing is to raise 
serious doubts among thinking people about the validity of this claim of 
scriptural sanction. 


"Whatever the merits of ‘the dispute, it is theological’ and should be left to 
theologians for the answer. But the Nationalist Press is not:content. to- 
leave the matter there, and for good reasons. On purely theological and 
scriptural gounds, Mr. Naude could easily get the better of the argument. 
Thus it becomes necessary to make Mr. Naude and the Christian Institute the 
target of a sustained political attack, 


"Mr, Landman shrewdly put his finger on the point uhen he aesoribed these 
methods as pure 'McCarthyism'. The onslaught is conducted by means of 

smear and innuendo, so that decent Christian churchmen like Mr. Naude and his 
colleagues are presented to the world as evil schemers. This is being done 
because’ the Christian Institute's religious principles, which defer to 

Divine teaching, happen to conflict with the political attitudes and 

policies of extreme Nationalists. 


"Normally, the Nationalists are not afraid of people who differ from them, as 
can be seen from the way they treat not merely the United and Progressive 
Parties but also the United States. Why then do they fear the Christian 
Institute, which can claim only about 2,000 members? They fear it because, 
until now, baasskap apartheid has been given a moral and theological sanction. 
The Christian Institute rejects that so-called moral sanction because it 

finds that it has no substance. 


"If this idea should grow, namely, that there is no moral basis for baasskap 
apartheid, then clearly the Nationalist Party would.lose one of its strongest 
props. Hence the alarm over the Christian Institute and the urge to smear 
it as a ‘left-wing! organization. 


"It should be made clear, of course, that the Institute does not attack 
apartheid in all its aspects; nor does it stand for integration; but it 
does consider that policies with regard to some aspects of human relations 
in South Africa are in conflict with the teaching of the Bible. 


"Even Die Burger has been unable to remain silent in the face of this shabby 
campaign against the Christian Institute, But we fear that Die. Burger's 
protests will not halt the wild men of the North. They understand the tech- 
niques of McCarthyism only too well, and they will continue to smear the 
Christian Institute until-they can break it, But what they cannot break, 
not matter how hard they attack, is the philosophy which gave birth ‘to the 
Institute. That philosophy rests on the contention that there is no moral 
basis for baasskap apartheid. Will any person, who searches his COnAOTeNaS 
and his soul, be willing to deny the truth of that proposition?” » 
EPS, Genevae 
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Youth clubs in Britain have been asked to offer their prayers and 
contributions for youth work in East Africa in a special appeal by The 
Missionary and Ecumenical Council of the Church Assembly (Anglican). 


5 *, * 


An official delegation of the Lutheran World Federation will visit 
Rumania for the first time this month. The Federation's general secretary, 
Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen, and two other headquarters staff members - the 
Rev. Paul Hansen and the Rev. Paul Hoffman - will spend a week there 
beginning October 15. 

% *, x 


A total of $119,257 has been collected by the Mississippi Committee of 
Concern (USA) in the year since the inter-religious, inter-racial group | 

was formed to rebuild Negro churches. Twenty-nine churches bombed or burned 
in the state have been rebuilt and 22 of these have been dedicated. Five 
more new churches are under construction, and five others await re~ 
construction. Labour, furniture, supplies and materials valued at at 

least $125,000 have been donated to the programme in addition to the cash 
contributions. 


* * * 


The Baptist Youth Fellowship in the USA has been dissolved by its national 
council. The action was taken:to encourage young people to participate 
in the total life of the church, rather than in a separate organization. 
However, it is anticipated many local churches will wish to continue to 
organize their own youth groups. 


* % * 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, president of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKID), is head of a three-man delegation of his church visiting 
Japan at the invitation of the National Christian Council. 


* * * 


The Five Years Meeting of Friends (Quakers) in the USA, has re-activated 
its Co-ordinating Committee on Peace to consider the possibilities of a 
national effort to provide aid in Vietnan, 


* *% * 


Churches in the city of Urawa, north of Tokyo, Japan, oonbined efforts, 

in cooperation with evangelist Koji Honda, to hold qa recent four—day 

Gospel Crusade, A report said although they had been working side by side 
for many years "there had never been much fellowship among them" and "the 
united effort was a great joy". Participating were the United Church of 
Christ in Japan (Kyodan)., the Free Gospel Church, the Presbyterian and 
Reformed Church in Japan, the Reformed Church in Japan, the Nazarene Church, 
the Baptist.Convention, and several independent churches. 


x * % 


The United Theological School in Luluabourg, Congo, has added a year of 
preparatory studies to its 1965-66 secondary school curriculum to enable 
students with only two years of secondary education to complete entrance 
requirements. The school is run cooperatively by Presbyterian and Disciples 
churches. 


* % % 
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Some forty professors of theology from nine Protestant theological faculties 
in theRomance language countries of Western Europe met last week in Rome for 
three days of study and discussion of theology and dogmatics. Participants 
came from Spain, Portugal, Italy, France, and the French-speaking part of 
Switzerland. The only "Romance" country not represented was Belgiun. . 


¥ % % 


The Anglican and Eastern Churches Association is making a study of ways of 
developing stronger ties between the parish churches of the two communions 

by prayer, study, and fellowship, it was’ announced at the Association's 101st 
annual festival held in London last week, 


* * 9 


A plea that women be accepted for preparation for service as youth leaders, 
pastors, and other church workers in Norwegian Baptist churches was made to 
the annual Norwegian Baptist assembly by Women's Work Secretary, Mrs. Rachel 
Iverson. A report said her suggestion received "considerable support" from 
the Assembly. 


x cas * 


A massive city-wide evangelism campaign is planned this month in the coastal 
city of Callao; Peru. Methodists, Baptists, Pentecostalists, the Salvation 
Army, Assemblies of God, and the local Billy Graham Association are involved 
in their first cooperative effort in sponsoring the campaign. EPS, Geneva. 


* * * 
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DIRECT ACTION AGAINST RHODESIA 
MAY BE NECESSARY, JOURNAL SAYS 


(London) - "Direct action against the present rulers of Rhodesia may 

become a regrettable necessity" if the Rhodesian Government makes a unilateral 
declaration of independence, says an editorial in the first issue of the 

New Christian, the ecumenical fortnightly published, here. 


Titled "Rhodesia: a Moral Issue", it declared that "failure to protect 
four million Rhodesians against deliberate exploitation by a white minority 
would be a crime against humanity. 


"The application of economic sanctions and political pressure is the very 
least that can be expected", it said. "Unfortunately there is no clear 

evidence that economic sanctions would be effective, and it would, in any 
case; be a year or more before their effects were felt in Rhodesias 


"The British conscience already has enough to carry as a result of Britain's 
former colonial rule and Christian opinion will give wholchearted support 

to Mr. Harold Wilson in the Heres of a firm and unconpronising stand on what 
is .ibasically amoral issues? 


Both the Methodist Missionary Society and the International Department of 
the British Council of Churches, it noted, have suggested police action, in 
full consultation with the United Nations, would bé required if unilateral 
independence’ is declared: . 

Va Ber ie : 7 . . 


The text-of a resolution condemning a unilateral declaration of independence 
adopted by-the Executive Committee of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches, has been communicated 
to Prime -Minister Harold:Wilson in London and to delegations to the United 
Nations General Assembly in New York. 


The resolution, adopted-in July this year, urged the United Kingdom "to use to 
the utmost all its remaining . constitutional powers ta hring about a con- 
stitution accepta ble to the people cee Rhodesia) as a whole, and to resist 
with all its resources any attempt on the part of the white minority to 

seize independence", EPS, Genevas 


. 


CHINA MEMBERSHIP 
IN UNITED NATIONS URGED 


(New Yorks) ss The ‘admission of the People!s Republic of China to the United 
Nations and establishment of diplomatic ties between the USA and that country 
were urged in an article in the United Church Herald published here by the ~ 
Rev.’ Robbins Strong. The article was written while Mr. Strong was still 
working in New York as general secretary for interpretation and personnel of 
the ‘Board. for. World: Ministries of the United Church. He is at present on 
loan for. six months. as acting director of the Dit enon of World Mission and 
Ivangelism of the World Council of Churches, — 


Mr, Strong, a former missionary to China, wrote that "sooner or later the 
USA will have to come to grips with the existence of the People's Republic 
of China. If as Christians we take seriously the precept that God created 
the whole world, then we cannot behave as if one-fourth of God's children 
ane not part of it.'"' 


Acknowledging that many obstacles impeded such action, he declared: "What is 
important is that we as a nation clarify our objectives and then undertake 


to make those steps which will lead toward their realization. This needs to 
be done in the spirit of both firmness and flexibility, security and faith, 
justice and mercy, fidelity and forgiveness...” ' EPS, Genéva.. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHMEN SUE 
JOURNAL FOR "DEFAMATION" 


(Johannesburg) - The Rev. C. F. Beyers Naude, director of the Christian 
Institute of Southern Africa, and Professor Albert F. Geyser, chairman of 
the Institute's Board of Directors, have issued a summons for alleged 
defamation against the author of articles and the editor of the church 
publication in which they appeared, 


The action arises out of articles published in Die Hervormer, monthly 
journal of the Dutch Reformed Church (Nederduits Hervormde Kerk) between 
July, 1964 and June, 1965. 


The summons named Professor A. Ds Pont, member of the Ned. Hev. Kerk 
Theological Faculty at the University of Pretoria, as author of the article 
and the Rev. G. M. Dryer, as editor of the journal. EPS, Geneva. 


"COFFEE HOUSE" MOVEMENT 
GROWING IN USA 


(New York) - There are more than 100 church-sponsored "coffee houses" in 
forty-two states of the USA and the movement would appear to have only begun, 
according to a study made for the National Council of Churches. 


Pie Revs Je. De. Perrys, Jie’, Protestant Chaplain of the University of 
Vermont, who conducted the survey predicted that "as their image improves". 
these cafés, which serve only coffee and soft drinks and usually have 
informal entertainment, might within a decade become "as numerous as Sunday 
schools. or church suppers". 


He said most of those sponsored by the churches, which comprise more than 
half of the nation's total, feature discussion and entertainment with 
emphasis on "the strong theological content of contemporary...drama, poetry, 
and folk songs". Many are involved in the race problem, and the majority 
of these "half-way into the world" ventures understand as "ynart of their 
primary responsibility the promotion of relationg, and even dialogue between 
diverse and distinct groups of people". EPS, Geneva. 


SOUTHERN AFRICAN PRESBYTERTANS 
APPROVE DRAFT COVENANT | 


(Pretoria, South Africa) — The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 

of Southern Africa, by a large majority, "received" a proposed Covenant 

looking towards union with two other Presbyterian churches and the Church of 
the Province of South Africa (Anglican) and transmitted it to its. presbyteries, 
sessions, and congregations for study. The vote was 120 to eight. (EPS No.34), 


The church was the first of the four involved. to take action on the draft 
Covenant, but the others are expected to act affirmatively before the end 
of the year. The other Presbyterian churches involved are the Bantu 
Presbyterian Church and the Tsonga Presbyterian Church. EPS, Genevas 
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STUDY OF ORTHODOX 
IMMIGRANTS IN AUSTRALIA 


(Geneva) - An American churchman who is an expert on Orthodoxy is en route 
to Australia to make a three months! survey of problems and potentialities 
of that nation's Orthodox immigrant community. 


Dr. Paul B. Anderson, who is special consultant on Orthodox questions for 
the National Council of Churches in the USA, will make the study at the 
request of the Australian Council of Churches. The project is being 
sponsored jointly by the AGC in collaboration with Australia's Orthodox 
churches, and the World Council of Churches. 


Reccmmcndations of the study, which will be carried.out in close cooperation 
with Australian government, civic, and service agencies, will be presented: 
GO-28 meeting of the Australian Council of Churches in late January. 


Australia has received some 250,000 Orthodox immigrants in this century, more 
than seventy per cent since the end of World War II. some 150,000 are 

Greek Orthodox, but the figure also includes members of the Serbian, 
Ukrainian, Russian, Bulgarian, and other Orthodox churches. 


Their tendency has been to form small, but widely dispersed colonies ~ a 
» pattern which has worked against full integration into Australian life. 


One of the main assignments of the survey will be to develop guidelines for 
ways of establishing close social, economic, and ecclesiastical ties between 
these Orthodox communities and the mainstream of Australian life, 


Bn route to Australia Dr. and Mrs. Anderson, who is a specialist in’ church 
women's work and will assist in the study, are visiting the Patriarchs of 
the various Orthodox churches in: Burope and the Middle East. EPS, Geneva. 


NEW JOINT MISSION EFFORT 
TO REACH NEW YORK'S MILLIONS 


(New York) - New York churches are ratomecle ys in e.new effort. toy bring 
the Christian mission to the city's streets, apartment houses, business 
offices, and other areas. 


A key concept of the interdenominationally-sponsored programme entitled 
Metropolitan Urban Service Training (MUST) is decentralization. Local 
churches will serve both as training stations for eget and laity, and 
as centres for the operation. 


Initiated by the Methodist Board of Missions! National Division, MUST has a 
twenty-three-member interdenominational Board of Directors. Its director 
will be Dr. George W, Webber, a United Church of Christ minister, who was, 
one of the founders of the Bast Harlem:-Protestant Parish. 


Methodist Bishop W. Ralph Ward, of Syracuse, N.Y., chairman, said MUST's 
interdenominational sponsorship is evidence of recognition by the churches 
that "the crisis of urbanization confronts Christians with a chatlenge 
which no one denomination can cope with alone". EPS, Geneva. 
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EVANGELICALS TO STUDY 
CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(London) - The attitude of British Evangelicals to the ecumenical movement, 
to denominationalism, and to the possible establishment of a "United 
Evangelical Church" will be the subject of a special study authorised by 
the first National Assembly of Evangelicals. 


A resolution passed by an overwhelming majority asked that the study be made 
by a "strong representative group of Anglican and Free Churchmen from 
within the membership of the Evangelical Alliance". 


In another resolution more than 1,000 delegates, who ranged from Anglicans 
to Elim Church members, listed some of the things they could not accept 

in the pursuit of Christian unity. These included: denial of the 
sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures as final authority in all matters of 
doctrine and conduct; approval of the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Mass3 
deriial of the priesthood of all. believers; and acceptance of the necessity 
for the "so-called Apostolic Succession of ordination as implying the sole 
means of validating the ministry of the Church. : 


"Christian unity is essentially spiritual in character, a unity in love, 
rather than a uniformity in pattern", the Assembly said. "This Assembly 
welcomes the movement towards the unity of the different visible churches 
and affirms that such unity must be on the basis of the biblical revelation 
of truth, rather than on expedience, ambiguity, or compromise." 


An article in the Church of England Newspaper described the Assembly as 
marking "a new epoch in British evangelicalism", noting that "never before 
have Evangelicals from different churches come together on a delegate. basis, 
and in such numbers, to debate matters of doctrine and policy". EPS, Geneva. 


AMERICAN CHURCHES PREPARE TO 
SETTLE NEW CUBAN REFUGEES 


(Nashville) - Church World Service is making preparations to help resettle 
refugees from Cuba anticipated in the USA as the result of Cuban Premier 
Fidel Castro's "open door" announcement’ that all who wished to leave the 
island would be permitted to do-..so. . 


A report presented to the first Assembly of the Division of Overseas 
Ministries of the National Council of Churches here, said CWS had, notified 
the State Department that 14: church resettlement offices working with it 
are ready to handle "every case of separated families within 72 hours of . 


arrival", It is anticipated that in many cases resettlement will involve 
reuniting new, refugees with members of their families already settled in 


the USA. . © rN EPS, Geneva. 


"ELDERS" NAMED FOR: 
ANGLICAN CHURCH 


(Bristol) - Anglican Bishop Oliver S. Tomkins has commissioned six laymen to 
serve as "elders" in the congregation of St. Luke here. They will form a 
team with the vicar and curate for leadership in the church. 


Bishop Tomkins, who has played a leading role in union discussions with the 
Presbyterians, said he believed the appointment of elders, in line with the 
Presbyterian pattern, might well become.a formal part of the Anglican Church's 
ministry. EPS, Geneva. 
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U.S. CHURCHMEN DENOUNCE ACQUITTAL 
VERDICT IN ALABAMA SLAYING 


(New York) + Few developments in the U.S. racial scene have produced such 
heated denunciations as the acquittal by an Alabama jury of the accused 
slayer of an Episcopal seminarian. 


The Rt. Rev. John E. Hines, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, said 
that the freeing of Thomas Coleman of Haynesville, Ala., raised the question 
"whether or not the jury system, as it is now’administered in the state of 
Alabama (and elsewhere), if allowed to perpetuate itself without radical 
reform, will deal a blow as lethal as Coleman's shotgun blast to the common 
man's hope for justice. The horror of the Coleman case may bring swift 
eries for federal intervention, legislative and otherwise, by which capital 
crimes connected with civil rights be made federal offences. 


"Such may indeed be a viable strategy for more equitable justice, but more 
germane and safer in the long run would be the mounting of a jury selection 
process which reduces to an absolute minimum the cultural and emotional 
pressures in localised areas. The end result would be a jury genuinely 
representative of all the people over whom it holds such powers of 
judgement. As-basicas is) the right: toi vote; the right. toa jury wis. oy 
a man's peers-antedates it in the long struggle for responsible freedom. 


"The acquittal of Thomas Coleman, which is surely-a travesty of justice, 

is not the price. we must pay for the jury system. Rather it is the 

fearful price extracted from society for the administration of the system by 
people whose prejudices lead them to sacrifice justice upon the altar of 
‘their irrational fears." 


Dr. Robert Spike, executive director of the National Council of Churches! 
Commission on Religion and Race, described the verdict as "an obscene 
caricature of justice" and said the jury's finding "amounted to a wholesale 
insurance of hunting licenses tc humans against other humans", 


Tt made the 1965 voting rights law "meaningless" and has "struck the gravest 
blow at the heart of American society, the guarantee of equal protection 
under the law". He noted that 25 civil rights murders in the South over a 
five-year period had failed to produce a-single conviction. 


Coleman, 52, member of a prominent Haynesville family, was charged wita 
slaying Jonathan Daniels, an Episcopal seminary student of Keene, N.H., who 
had been active in civil rights work in the Alabama community. He still 
faces charges of assault in the shcoting and critical wounding of Father 
Richard Morrisroe, a Chicago Roman Catholic priest. — | 


The defendent claimed self defence, that Mr. Daniels held a knife and the 
priest brandished a gun outside a local store. The presiding judge refused 
to defer the trial until the wounded priest could testify and relieved. the 
state attorney general's office from prosecuting the case, turning it over... 
to a local prosecutor, EPS, Genevas 
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Nec IN USA ASKS HALT OF 
"SLANDEROUS" PHONE MESSAGES 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches in “the USA has lodged a formal 
complaint with the Federal Communications Commission protesting against” 
anonymous recorded telephone "hate" ghee peta heard in some 45 states under. 
the title "Let Freedom Ring". 


The NCC's legal counsel, Mr. Charles H. Tuttle, described the 

message as "broadcasting interstate and intrastate, anonymous, flagrantly 
defamatory attacks and libels on individuals and institutions, and sows 
fear, distrust, strife, and hate through the communities of our land." 


While the NCC, which the messages accuse of being "Communist" and fostering 
"insurrection", is itself a prime target, he said, other victims have been 
"some of the most distinguished private and public organizations and 
individuals in our country". 


He said that 'phone numbers at which the messages may be heard are unlisted 
but are made know in various ways. . "By the wide publicising of the unlisted 
numbers, and even more important, by the refusal of the telephone company 

to release the name or identity of the subscriber, secrecy as to the 
sponsorship is protected, while at the same time that very secrecy whets 
public interest and curiosity." a EPS, Geneva. 


SOUTH AFRICAN JOURNAL FEARS 
CHURCH MEMBERS "FORGETTING HISTORY" 


See - Fhe official publication of the Dutch Reformed Church 
Ned, Geref. Kerk) has expressed concern that some of its members: are 
not as critical of the Roman Catholic Church as the journal thinks they 
should be, 


Too many, said a lead Seton iW Die Voorligter, are asking "Why should we 
still fight the Roman Catholic Church? Our people are fast forgetting its 
history, particularly the dark pages of the reckless persecution of the 
Huguenots by the Roman Catholic Church. 


"When we deplore the arrival of so many Roman Catholic immigrants in-our 
country, or that member churches of the World Council of Churches are more 
and more conciliatory towards the Roman Catholics..»we sometimes hear some 

of our people ask: What is wrong with the Catholics? They are good peoples" 
While there may be some good Catholics, the journal ' admitted, the matter goes 
much deeper. "It concerns our Protestant heritage." EPS, Geneva. 


INDIAN NCC ASKS AID 


-FOR CIVILIAN WAR VICTIMS 


(New Dehli) - The National Christian Council of India‘has appealed for one 
hundred thousand rupees ($20,950) to underwrite sitet ake ba for civilians in 
need because of the India-Pakistan conflict. 


An appeal letter said "thousands" lost their homes in the war and many are 
without the simple necessities of life = cooking and Heer e vessels, 
clothes and blankets. 


The Indian NCC has been supplying food, medicines, ae and nee 
supplies to civilians in war-damaged areas, since the beginning of the 
hostilities. 


The World Council of Churches has issued ¢ first appeal for $25,000 to aid, 


civilians in both India and Pakistan. Funds totalling $32,000 have been 


contributed or pledged so far by churches in Australia, Germany, Holland, ° 


New Hh Leen et the USA. : ‘ EPS, Geneva. 
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AMERICAN CHURCHES LAUNCH FUND 
FOR VIETNAM: . WILL WORK THROUGH HACC 


(Nashville, Tenn. ) ~ The Church World Service Department of the National 
Council of Churches in the USA is seeking an emergency fund of $250,000 to 
underwrite a "humanitarian American presence" in Vietnam. 


The funds will go to strengthen and expand existing refugee aid programmes 
now in operation in both North and South Vietnam by the Bast Asia Christian... 
Conference with the support of funds channedlled through the World Council of 
Churches. It also will aid the work of the Mennonite Central Committee. 
(MCC), a USA body, which is primarily concerned with medical assistance. — 


CWS also plans to recruit some 30 trained Christian doctors, nurses, 
social workers, child care experts, agronomists, and other specialists who. - 
will be assigned to work under MCC auspices in Victnan, ; 


The: emergency programme was accepted by the first assembly of the WOO's euler 
constituted Division of Overseas Ministries here. 


CWS executive director, James MacCracken, said the churches "are deeply 
concerned about the refugee victims of this tragic conflict regardless of 
the accident of their geography". He said this meant CWS wanted to help 
thosc bhoth'in North and South Vietnam and that:it will ask the World Council 
of Churches."to.do everything in its power to help those refugees in the 
North who are beyond our reach". 


He said CWS decided to launch the programme after "prolonged and agonised 
study of the steadily worsening situation in Vietnam" and that magni ano Re aye) 
wish to duplicate present aid programmes or to "compe ve in this. pe hoge ong 
serious matter", 


He said reports indicated there are now more “that 600,000 Sarecceun an South 
Vietnam. What is needed, he said, is for "the individual American Christian 
to stand with the people and:do.what.he can and witness". EPS, Genevas 


THREE CHURCHES TO UNITE 
IN ENGLISH SUBURB | 


(Bristol) --Long- sien tenga Baptist, Rave eouenda. and Methodist churches 
in the Bristol suburb of-Cotham have announced they will unite in one” 
congregation and under one roof. 


On January Ist, 1966, they will join to inaugurate a new church - "Christ 
Church Cotham (Baptist- Congregational- Methodist)" - "to present a united 
witness and ministry". 


A report said the plan, worked out in more than a year's conversations, 

means that "for all practical purposes the members of the three congregations 
ve (form) ene church, although in certain limited respects it may not he’ 
legally possible for the three churches to lose their identities entirely". 


The Inception Service on January:-1st will include recognition that the 
existing members of the three participating: churches-are also now members of 
the new church and for the time being they will hold dual membership. There 
will be two ministers - one an ordained Baptist or Congregational clergyman, 


and the other an ordained Methodist clergyman. Church government will be 
along Free Church lines. 


The home of the new church will be in the former Methodist premises and it is 

hoped the building and sites of the Congregational and Baptist churches will 

eventually be ida ith a of to- ‘provide an endownent fund for the new church.’ 
EPS, Genevas 
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TURKISH COURT RULES AGAINST 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


(Istanbul) - A Turkish sourt has ruled that two churches in the Galata. 
section of Istanbul taken over by the so-called "Turkish Orthodox Movement" 
are the legal property of that movement. (EPS No. 35) 


In doing so the court dismissed an appeal by the Ecumenical Patriarchate . 
which claimed the two churches as its property and asked that they be 
returned. 


Reports Said the court acted after the Turkish Orthodox Movement submitted 
Land Registry records which allegedly proved its ownership. 


In handing down its decision the court said the Patriarchate was free to 
appeal the case, 


The Turkish Orthodox Movement, which has a membership of about 50 persons, 
developed from the activities of Papa Efthym, an unfrocked priest of the 
Patriarchate and a self-appointed 'archbishop!. The chief witness for the 
movement at the hearing was his son Dr. pete tad EHrenol. 


It also was reported last week that prior to Turkish elections on Sunday 
Turkish police yosted a guard at the entrance of the Patriarchate and that 
all persons entering and leaving were required to identify themselves. 
Several persons reportedly were prevented from entering. 


Turkish officials said the guards were placed as a protective measure for 
the Patriarch during the pre-election period. Patriarchate officials 
denied such protection was required and said the measures tended to ‘isolate! 


the Patriarch, 
x* * %* 


In New York Archbishop Takovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America reported he had a private 15-minute interview with 
the Pope during his visit there, in which he asked him to use his influence 
to bring an end to Turkish government pressure against the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. 


The Archbishop said that the Pope had "Showed ... deep concern" for the 
situation. "He greeted and bid me farewell with the brotherly Christian 
embrace", the Archbishop said. "I shall always cherish in my heart and 
thoughts the Lord's Prayer at the conclusion of the meeting, which we 
Yecited together ~ he in Latin and I in Greek - an entreaty offered at his 
suggestion for the deliverance of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and its _ 
faithful from their present pres y EPS, Geneva 


ARRESTS IN MURDERS OF SWISS 
MISSIONARIES IN CAMEROON 


(Yaoundé) - A member of the Cameroon Parliament and a teacher in a Protest- 
and school have been arrested for the August 21 murder of two Swiss Protest- 
and missionaries at Banganté, Cameroon. (EPS No. 31/32) 


Police said, the neko hired two 18-year-old youths. to murder Roland Waldvogel, 
because the /waread? the job in the local school held by the missionary. They 
said the killing of the second victim, Madame Gerard Markhoff, the mother of 
five children, apparently had not been planned in advance but that she was 
murdered because she was at the scene. The case i3 due to come to trial 


at the end of this month. EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN PROTHSTANTS, ROMAN CATHOLICS 
HOLD FIRST JOINT STUDENT CONFERENCE 


(Gottingen) ~ Upwards of 600 German Protestant and Roman Catholic students 
met last week for the first inter-faith University Students! Congress. 
Sponsored jointly by the Protestant and Roman Catholic confessional student 
associations, the congress was held with the express approval of church 
Officials. 


Discussions purposely were geared to non-controversial subjects. Partici-~ 
pants spent the majority of congress time in one of 26 study groups examining 
questions dealing with training and possibilities in various fields of 


study - science, the social sciences, and the arts, open to them. A con- 
cluding highlight was a joint service of worship led by students of both 


confessions. EPS, Geneva 


WOMEN FAST AND PRAY 
FOR WORLD PHACE 


(Rome) - An international group of 20 Christian women ~-.17 Roman Catholics, 
two Protestants, and one Christian Scientist - undertook a ten-day strict 
fast at a Roman Catholic convent here to pray for guidance for the Second 
Vatican Council in its discussions of world peace. 


The women, most of them housewives and mothers, took nothing but water 
during the October 10-20 retreat. They came from France, Austria, Belgium, 
ttaly, and the USA. 


A spokesman said the women wanted to share in the difficult task facing the 
Council in its discussions of war and peace, and felt they could make a 
contribution by fasting and praying for ten days beseeching the Lord to 
inspire the Council with the insights of the Gospel. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH CRITICIZES BOOK 
BURNING BY YOUTHS 


(Diisseldorf) - The action of a small group of German Christian youth in 
burning books which they felt were hindrances to their "personal faith 

in Jesus Christ" has been criticized by the Publications Committee of the 
Evangelical Church in the Rhineland, | 


The committee said the group, known as the 'Youth Association for Decisive 
Christianity!, was not qualified to judge the value of the destroyed books. 


The youth consigned to the flames, along with trashy pin-up posters and 
cheap paperback editions,works by Gtinter Grass, Kastner, Camus, Sagan, and 
Nabukov. EPS, Geneva 
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The Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (Southern), is sending its first 
Missionaries to Indonesia. The Rev. and Mrs. Wendell Ligon, of Richmond, Va., 
have been assigned to teach and do evangelistic work in the Moluccas, . 
a chain of Indonesian islands. They will not seek to establish a Presbytecrim 
mission, but will be on "loan" to the church in Indonesia at whose request 
they are being sent. 


* * ra 


A suit against the Central YMCA in Charlotte, N.C., alleging racial 
discrimination in use of its facilities has been dismissed in a U.S. 

District Court "without prejudice to either side’. TheiCourt said the "Ys 
Board of Directors! resolution calling for complete integration 6f all 
facilities end programmes had been fully implemented, 


* * * 


Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conn., has announced the appointment of its 
first Roman Catholic faculty member. He is Father Roland E, Murphy, 4 
distinguished Carmelite scholar and professor of Old Testament at the 
Catholic University of America, He will serve as visiting professor of 

Old Testament. 


* * * 


Honolulu's first Greek Orthodox priest has been named. He, Chaplain 
(Captain) William Basil Stroyen, will report for assignment at Hickham 
Air Force Basein mid-January where his principal assignment will be to 
administer to the spiritual needs of Orthodox members in military service. 
However, he also will have the task of laying the groundwork for a 
permanent parish on Oahu Island. 


* * * 


A group of Roman Catholics and Protestants have held a series of discussions 
on marriage and family life in Koenigstein, West Germany. They issued 
a statement upholding birth control as an object of responsible parenthood. 


ty * x 


In 1964 eighty conscientious objectors refused to do military service in 
Switzerland. Fifty-four of the number refused on grounds that it would 
be a violation of their religious convictions. Of these the majority were 
members of Jehovah's Witnesses» The total figure is slightly’higher than 
than reported for previous years, but still represents only one in every 
6,250 men of military age. 

% “ x 


The Ceylon Parliament is studying a’ bill which would abolish residence 

tax for missionaries and other foreigners resident in the country. Previous 
attempts toremove the tax, which amounts to about $75 a year, have 

failed. 


* * ¥ 
Protestant and Roman Catholic churches in Hamburg, Germany, have prepared 


a joint guide for visitors listing their churches, addresses, and times 
of services. - 


* * * 
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The Church of the Brethren Service Commission (USA) has received the 1964 . 
Lane Bryant Award, a recognition to encourage volunteer work of benefit 

to the American community, for its service "par excellence" to medical 
research. Since 1954 more than 1,000 young Church of the Brethren 
volunteers have been "research patients" at the National Institute of 
Health (NIH), Bethesda, Md. Their efforts, according to the NIH, "have 
substantially enhanced medical knoweldge through literally hundreds of 
research projects" by enabling scientists to act against disease by gaining 
insight into good health. 


* * * 


Nikkyo Niwana, head of Rissho Kosekai, a "new" Buddhist group in Japan whose 
membership grew from a handful about thirty years ago to the present two 
million, attended the first week of meetings of the Second Vatican Council 
when deliberations dealt with religious liberty. A special guest of the 
Vatican, he was the first Buddhist leader to receive an invitation to attend 
Council sessions. 


* * * 


Sixty Anglicans from London were among the 2,000 persons present ata | 
dedication céremony for the rebuilt St. Andreas Lutheran church in Hildeshein, 
West Germany, which - like England's Coventry Cathedral - is to stand as a 
symbol of the post-war reconciliation between the two countries. The 500 
year-old church, like its English counterpart, was destroyed during World 

War II and its reconstruction has been a costly project requiring ten years. 


% * * 


United Church Women's (UCGW) groups in the USA will inaugurate a year-long 
programme of study and work in the interest of international peace with 
their annual observance of World Community Day, Friday, November 5th, UCW, 
a unit of the National Council of Churches, has 2,400 local, state, and 
national groups. 


* * * 


Cuban churchmen have held the second National Institute of Church and 
Society under sponsorship of the Cuban Council of Evangelical Churches. 
One topic of the two-day meeting was "The Christian Concept of Man in the 
Light of Marxist Thinking". 


* * * 


Christian unity will be the key theme in observances of Reformation Sunday 
in Protestant churches of the USA on October 41st. Many communities 

plan a united service. The date will mark especially the 550th anniversary 
of the martyrdom of the Czeck reformer John Hus, 


* * * 


The Church of England and the British Methodist Church have jointly issued 
a prayer card asking members prayers for their union talks, 


* * * 


In their past five annual "Bread for the World" campaigns, the Protestant 
churches of West Germany raised more than 100 million marks ($25 million) 
to aid the fight against hunger, disease, and poverty in underdeveloped 
lands. Collections in East Germany in this period totalled DM 6 million: 
($1,500,000)* EPS, Genevae 
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Special Report 


NEW REPORTS DOCUMENT 
VIOLENCE IN SUDAN 


(London) —-- Evidence of the extreme suffering of Christian communities in the 
southern Sudan is documented in correspondence received by Church Missi onary 
Society (Anglican) officials here. 


They report that wanton acts of murder, torture, wholesale looting and 
destruction by Khartoum government troops have left the churches in the 
South virtually without leadership and forced whole villages to flee into 
the "bush" or across the borders to Uganda or the Congo, 


“Even when every allowance has been made for exaggeration and rumour has 
carefully been sifted from fact, it is quite plain that terrible atrocities 
are being committed against innocent people in the Southern Province", said 
a statement by Canon John V. Taylor, CMS general secretary. "A situation 
has developed which ean best be described as civil war". 


He said that while "the violence of army units may not be directed exclusively 
against Christians", all reports indicate they are among the chief sufferers, 
because they represent the leadership potential of the southern Sudanese. © 

He said a report received this week concerning 20 major church centres said 
about half have been destroyed or looted and their pastors have either gone 
into the bush or fled from the country. 


Detailed information of the situation is given in a letter dated September 7th 
from two Anglican bishops who have been forced to flee from the country. 


The Rt. Rev. Hlinana Jaba Ngalamu and the Rt. Rev. Yeremaya Kufuta Dotiro. 
report most of the churches and pastors! residences in the South have been 
burred to the ground or badly damaged and that. "killing in the church is 
common". Sail 


Further, most of the homes and stores of grain of the people have been burned 
and the people forced to flee.- 


"Tt is so sad to see the suffering of the people", the bishops wrote, "They 
suffer from hunger end cold, and lack of medicines. Especially the poor 
lepers find it ditficult." 


The letter recounts the bishops! own difficulties. Bishop Yeremaya and his 
family were forced to flee from their home in Maridi in July minutes before 
it was seized and looted. Bishop Elinana, meanwhile, had taken refuge 

in June in the buildings of the church-sponsored Bishop Gwynne Theological 

' College at Mundri. On the night of July 20, when all but three of the staff 
and students had gone into the surrounding bush for protection,as was 
customary at nights when the military was known to be operating in the area, 
troops entered, ransacked and burned the college buildings. Of the three.. 
men. on the premises, one was killed and the second fled. The Bishop eluded 
the troops by hiding first in nearby underbush while they searched for him 
for six hours, and later fleeing to the bush. 


Canon Taylor reported that the two bishops later joined forces and are now 
"in a place of safety", together with eight ordinands whose training for the 
ministry has been brought to a temporary standstill. 


Further evidence is given by the Rt. Rev. Oliver C. Allison, Anglican Bishop 
in the Sudan, in a letter dated September 28th. He reported that the 
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Kaji Kaji area had been bombed by. the Sudanese Air Force and eight of the. 
village parishes in the area burned and Looted. Village pastors and evan= 
gelists had fled across the border to Uganda with their congregations. 


Bishop Allison's letter also confirmed earlier reports that the hospital and 
compound at Lui have been burned to the ground, as well as many parish 
churches. The Bishop!s letter continued: . 


"Tt ig abundantly clear that it is unwise for anyone to be seen on any of the 
roads; and all the villages near fhe roads are entirely deserted and the 
towns very thickly populated,mostly with people from over the border. There 
are no normal communications or public services in any of the main areas, 
apart from the Provincial Headquarters, where the church work continues as 
far as possible with very depleted numbers. 


"Latest reports indicate the population of Juba is now in the neighbourhood 
of 3,500 which means that nine-tenths of the population has deserted the 
towne"! 


Despite the almost overwhelming eerioue lee! Bishop attyson reported the 
church is going ahead with a Pe to ea ordinands and teachers ford 
religion outside the Sudan. 


"We believe that even at this time of chaos within the Sudan", the Bishop 
wrote, "the door will be opened for vital training in Se a for the 

new day when it dawnse It is still difficult to see how this tragic 

situation is going eventually to be resolved, with the present attitudes of all 
concerned, but we must all believe that in God's good time some answer will 

be found, and His will be done in the Sudan." 


In London Canon Taylor said the-hope, prompted. by the October 21st, 1964, 
revolution in Khartoum, that negotiations would be possible now appeared 
"“vory slender" as the present government apparently has embarked upon a 
course in which it is seeking "to solve the problem by crushing all 
resistanse. 


"Yet negotiation remains the only chance of a lasting solution", he said, 
"and it is to be hoped that the Organization for African Unity will direct 
its good offices to bring about an immediate cease fire, the re-opening of 
negotiations between Khartoum and the only leaders. of the southern Sudanese 
who are able to command respect in the South, namely the leaders of the 
exiled groups". . . 


He added that the devotion to duty and ae abhorence . of Nes a of the pastcrs 
who have been forced to flee were well-known and that he was confident that 

"if it had been humanly possible they would have remained at their posts» 

The fact’ that they have had to flee indicates that a deliberate attempt is 
being made to destroy all elements of leadership in the South." He addeds 


"While the attention of the world is focused on the ‘struggle for political 
justice in Southern Africa, this equally grave struggle to the North seens 

to arouse very little public concern. Yet the influx of political refugees 
in the neighbouring states (of Sudan) cannot continue without imposing | 
intolerable strain on the governments concerned and endangering the peace 
along the frontiers." EPS, Genevae 
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BRITISH CHURCHES! OFFICIALS WARN 
AGAINST RHODESIAN UNILATERAL INDEPENDENCE 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury and Dr. Ernest A. Payne, acting in 
their capacities as officers of the British Council of Churches, have 
cabled Prime Minister Ian Smith in Salisbury asking for renewed efforts to 
reach agreement concerning Rhodesia's future. 


The cable, which was to be placed before the Rhodesian Cabinet on Tuesday 
morning, declared: "We have followed the long course of your negotiations. 
We recognise the difficulty of mutual understanding concerning the problems 
which both our countries now face. The results of a unilateral declaration 
of independence in any form would be to endanger the very values you seek 

to defend and the future of all races in Rhodesia and her neighbours. In 
the name of our common Christian faith we beg you, with your cabinet, to 
refrain from one-sided action and to continue trying to reach agreement," 


The Archbishop is presiden* of the British Council of Churches. Dr. Payne, 
who is general secretary of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, 
is the chairman of the Council's Executive Committee. EPS, Genevae 


CHURCH LEADERS OPPOSE 
UNILATERAL INDEPENDENCE IN RHODESIA 


(London) ‘- International cooperation in the support of policies to deter 
Rhodesia from making a unilateral declaration of independence is urged in a 
statement issued here by the officers of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council cf Churches. | 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, chairman, and Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director, declared 
that the prospect of Rhodesia's European community “attempting to assume full 
responsibility for the country's evolution offers no constructive future 
either for them or their African fellow citizens", 5 Gna 


It said recent events have shown that both "Buropeans and Africans must 
recognise that there are limits now to the attainment of their full 
aspirations. ‘We believe therefore that the time demands yet another attempt 
to reach a constitutional solution offering justice to the African population 
and the proper reassurance to the white population." © ig 


The statement recalled two CCIA Executive Committee statements opposing a 
unilateral declaration of independence and urging that a constitution be 
sought "which is acceptable to the people as a whole". 


Several church-related journals also have commented, on the crisis. The 
Baptist Times said: "Mr. smith should be assured that the British people want 
to see Rhodesia develop peacefully and quickly towards independence as a 
prosperous multi-racial society with a multi-racial government, and that 
Britain is ready to help him achieve these ends. But he must also be left 
in no doubt that a rebellious declaration of independence would be disastrous 


for himself, his party, and those who are trying to push him too far too 
quickly." . 


fhe British Weekly declared: "The essential thing for us is that the African 
majority in Rhodesia should have a real share in their country's government 

- their present share is only a meaningless token - with the prospect of 
majority rule in future...The British government needs to show, quite 
unnistakably, that it will be behind Rhodesia!s Commonwealth neighbours in 
the crisis that threatens," EPS, Geneva. 
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ALL-APRICA LUTHERAN 


-- BODY PROPOSED 


(Addis. Ababa) - “Formation Gi18 permanent organization of African Lutheran 
churches was advocated by a speaker to the Third All-Africa Lutheran 
Conference heree 


The Rev. Thomas Musa, of ‘Singida, | Tanzania, president of the Central Synod 


of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanganyika, said that the holding of 


the All-Africa Lutheran Conference every five years was no longer sufficient 
to meet African Lutheran churches! needs for contacts and exchanges. 


ina “paper which presented a carefully balanced assessment of the altern- 


atives, he. proposed development of an organization "as simple and un- 
complicated as possible, yet having sufficient authority so it would 


‘effectively be an expression of the unity of the Lutheran churches in Africa" 


The potential constituency of such an organization would be about 1.5 


Million church members in 16 African countries. Nearly all of these 
, churches were represented at the conference here. Bt 


In the keynote address tothe conference, Bishop Josiah Kibira | ‘of Bukoba, 


i iPanzania, said that as long as African chinehes were dependent + financially 


and otherwise ~ upon Western churches they could not obtain "real freedom 
of mind". African churches lack "ecclesiological freedom", he said. 


‘There is.'"need to change the church's ecclesiological foreign image, and 


make it more indigenous", 

The Conference was welcomed by Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia who paid 
tribute to Christian missionaries as having been "a guiding factor and 
instrument for the freedom and independence now enjoyed by’many -Africans 
throughout this continent". — q . EPS, Geneva. 


REACTIONS TO VATICAN 


COUNCIL VOTH ON JEWS | 


a (Geneva) - The Ecumenical Council's declaration absolving the Jews from 


collective responsibility for the death of Christ was welcomed by the 
general secretariat of the World Council of Churches. 


Drie, Be Visser !t Hooft, general secretary, described the statement as 
“a clear expression of a biblical truth which has been obscured in all 


churches namely that it is through the Jewish people that the divine 
revelation has first come to men and that the deep bond whioh thus exists 
between’ Jews and Christians must not only be a memory but a present reality". 
His statement continued: 


‘WAnti-Senitisn is therefore een. of. the Corie tian, faich i tdelf. The 


WCC sought to express this at its Assembly at New Dehli in 1961. We are 
glad that now we.can say that thus all churches seek to make a new start 

in their attitude to the Jewish people and so begin to make amends for the 
lany errors of the past. This must not be understood as a political move, 
but as the rediscovery of an insight deeply embedded in our commom biblical 
heritage." atts 


Other Protestant leaders also have commended the peolwnatcent which is 
contained in the document dealing with non-Christian religions. Several 
Jewish leaders, however, while generally wedcoming Re reat felt it did 
not go:far enough. ~ 
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Zachariah Shuster, director of the Huropean office of the American 

Jewish Committee, predicted it would be an important factor in “eradicating 
prejudice", but said he was disappointed it did not contain the word 
"deicide" previously used, and substituted the word "deplore" for "condemn" 
in speaking out against anti-Semitisn. 


(In an address to the Vatican Council, Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of 
the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, had explained that 

the word "condemn" was not used because this term is customarily reserved 

for "heresies and the like", and not for’ “errors and sins", ) 


Joachim Prinz, president of the American Jewish Congress, greeted the 
declaration as a manifestation: of good will, but he said he was disappointed 
it was not "as clear and forthright as might have been expected", 


Moris Abram, president of the American Jewish Committee, called it "an act 
of justice long overdue". 
x % ¥ 
A spokesman for the Roman Catholic patriarchate in Cairo said that raising 
the issue would "provide Jews with a moral weapon which they would exploit 
for their own ends against Arab countries. We believe beyond doubt that 
Jews have been morally branded with the crime of killing Christ", he said. 


Patriarch Theodosseus VI, head of the Orthodox Church of Antioch and the 
Near East, declared that he rejected the statement "for it undermines the 
basic principle of Christianity". EPS, Geneva. 


GERMAN CHURCH ASKS NEW APPROACH 
TO ODER-NEISSE QUESTION 


(Hanover) ~ In a courageous document published here the Evangelical Church 
in Germany (EKID) has called for a new approach towards its Hastern 
neighbours, particularly with regard to the Oder-—Neisse question. 


The 44-page document, prepared by the church's committee on public affairs an 
approved by its Council, urged that German concern be animated by "respect 
for the rights of the Polish people to live and have the room they need for 
their development". | \ 


Particularly in view of the actions taken by the German people in the 
1959-1945 period, it said, the German government today must "hesitate to 
raise a legal claim for the restitution of territories which have become a 
vital economic necessity to Poland". 


The statement titled "The Position of Expelees and the German People's 
Relations with Eastern Neighbours", discusses not only the theological and 
ethical problems involved, but also issues of international law still not 
clarified in the case of expeleeg. 


The statement has been denounced by various German refugee organizations 
notably the major German agency for work with the expelees (the Bund der 
Vertriebenen) which called it "an abuse of ecclesiastical authority. It 
fails to take into account the main goal of the constitution (of the Federal 
Republic of Germany) which is the reunification of Germany and re-inforces 
atheist domination of Central and Eastern Burope.! 


Two German church leaders have defended the right of the church to speak on 
such issues. Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover said "politicians need the 
obedient servants of Christ who have the courage to be unpopular", 


Dr. Ernst Wilm, president of the Church of Westphalia, said that while the 
statement raised questions about which there were honest differences of 
opinion among Christians, the churches must remember their Nouilt of silence! 
during the war period and be ready to discuss such difficult issues. 

EPS, Genevas 
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TRINIDAD CHURCHES FIGHT 
PENDING EDUCATION BILL 


(Port-of-Spain) - Anglican, Presbyterian, and Roman Catholic leaders in 
Trinidad have sent a joint letter to Prime Minister Eric Williams asking 
him to reconsider a pending education act which they believe violates an 
existing church-state agreement concerning church-related schools. 


The state of Trinidad and Tobago has been an independent nation since 1962. 
The agreement giving church-related schools freedom to control their 
curricula, teachers, and enrollment was drawn up before’ independence. 


The present dispute centres around twenty church-run schools at which the 
government pays the full salaries of teachers. These "assisted" schools 
have 70% of the nation's secondary school students. The government argues 
that a new law is necessary because the state has no control over a large 
number of teachers who draw state salaries, because teachers in "assisted" 
schools are not protected by constitutional tenure guarantees, and because 
it claims the "assisted" schools have a low standard of teacher training.” 
EPS, Geneva. 


SPANISH PROTESTANTS CONCERNED 
ABOUT RELIGIOUS LIBERTY OUTLOOK 


(Madrid) - The Second Congress of Protestant Pastors in Spain has expressed 
concern about the possibilities of development of a "more tolerant" attitude 
towards Protestants and other religious minority groups in Spain. 


The Congress said statements by Spanish prelates regarding the religious 
liberty declaration of the Second Vatican Counoil would indicate there is 
little hope of "corresponding application of religious liberty.in Spain, 
such as natural law and human dignity demand and the Vatican's declaration 
appears to recognise", 


Even though ‘they fully recognised the importance of ecumenical relations, the 
Spanish pastors said these’ are "impracticable where official religious 
discrimination exists". — 


Regarding their work in evangelism they re-affirmed their "intention to 
bring the Gospel to all who do not know or live it fully, independently of 
his or her religious affiliation". 


A document reviewing the legal situation said present concessions desired 
by Protestants included permission to increase the number of Bibles which 
can be imported; and a policy of non-discrimination in appointment to 
government and civil positions and to special posts in the armed services. 
| EPS, Geneva. 


- PRESIDENT REQUESTS CHURCH AGENCIES 
TO STUDY VIETNAM WELFARE PROBLEMS 


(Washington, D.C.) - A seven-member team of representatives of American 
voluntary agencies is. in. Vietnam at the request of President Johnson to survey 
the relief and refugee problems there and to make recommendations for both 
governmental and voluntary agency. handling of the problems. 


The team is headed by Mr. Hugh D. Farley, associate secretary of the Division 
of Overseas Ministries of the National Council of Churches, and chairman: ‘of 
the American Council on Voluntary Agencies (ACVA), which includes nearly all 
church-related service and relief units as well as secular agencies. 


The team will spend a week to ten days in Vietnam, studying refugee 
conditions, meeting representatives of agencies already at work there, and 
LS po with U. ,S. and South Vietnam government officials. EPS, Geneva. 
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CHURCH STATEMENTS ON RACE 
USED. IN INTERNATIONAL COURT 


(The Hague) - Church statements concerning the Christian attitude towards 
apartheid have been introduced in the hearing on South West Africa at the 
International Court of Justice here. 


Mr. Ernest Gross, the agent for Ethiopia and Liberia, the two governments 
which have instituted the proceedings against the Republic of South Africa, 
referred especially to a statement adopted by South African church leaders 
at a World Council of Churches-convened meeting held at Cottesloe in. 
December, 1960. 


This statement recognised that all persons who live permanently in the 
Republic of South Africa are "indigenous" with "equal rights to make their 
contributions" and "share in the ensuing responsibilities, rewards, and 
privileges", 


Mr. Gross, who was legal affairs adviser to UN Secretary General Dag 
Hammarskjold and is chairman of the International Affairs Commission of the 
National Council of Churches (USA), also quoted from a statement of the 
WCCts Second Assembly held in 1954. This urged "churches within its 
membership to renounce all forms of segregation or discrimination and to 
work for their abolition within thein own “Lite. and «within sociery's 


Mr. Gross introduced the statements in cross-examination of the Rev. 

Stephanus Gericke of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Cape Province of 

South Africa who defended the South African government's policy of separate 
development and testified that he saw nothing un-Christian in its application, 


At stake before the Intcornational Court of Justice is the question of the 
territory of South West Africa, a former German colony which was placed after 
World War I-under the administration of the Union of South Africa as a 
Mandate within the system established by the League of Nationse Proceedings 
‘have been instituted by the governments of Ethiopia and Liberia against the 
government of South Africa which maintains that its international obligations 
under the Mandate, in respect of the territory, terminated with the demise 

of the League. One of the points argued in the course of the proceedings 

at The Hague relates to the validity, from a moral point. of view, of the | 
policies of apartheid as applied to South Africa and in the territory of 
South West Africa. | EPS, Geneva. 


KOREAN GOVERNMENT ORDERS RESIGNATION -~ 
OF SEMINARY PROFESSOR 


(Seoul) - About two-thirds of the 120-member student body of Hankuk 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary here went on strike in protest against 

the resignation of Dr. Kyong Yon Chun under pressure from the Korean govern- 
ment for his opposition to the terms of the treaty normalising relations 
between Korea and Japan. (EPS No. 32). 


Dre Chun, a graduate of the Boston School of Theology, was the only seminary 
professor among the college and university teachers blacklisted by the 
government for alleged political activity. 


The Rev. Yoh Chin Lee, seminary president, said its directors had repeatedly 
tried to work out a solution with the government, but that when they were 
faced with a deadline for compliance with the dismissal order they had no’ 
choice but to accept Dr. Chun's resignation. . EPS, Geneva. 
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PROVISIONAL COMMISSION FOR UNITY 
FORMED IN LATIN AMERICA 


(Campinas, Brazil) - In a historic first step towards formation of a 
continentwide ecumenical council leaders, of Latin American Christian 
churches and agencies have constituted the Provisional Commission for 
Evangelical Unity in Latin America (Comision Provisoria pro Unidad 
Evangélica Latinoamericana - UNELAM). 


A statement announcing the action by the new Commission doscribed as a "basic 
priority...the strengthening of national councils and federations" and 

called upon these bodies, as well as denominational bodies and the autonomous 
national churches throughout the hemisphere to join them in this endeavour, 


Constituent members of the new body are evangelical councils in Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Uruguay, Methodist and Presbyterian 
Latin American church bodies, and the interdenominational Latin American 
agencies for church and society, for education, and for youth. Other 
national church councils in countries including Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and 
Costa Rica have also expressed interest in cooperating with the new body. 


The statement said the new agency's programme would include publication of 
an evangelical press service, study of evangelism in urban industrial areas, 
study of strategy for a Christian witness in the universities, coordination 
of an inter-church aid programme, literacy projects, and church renewal 
through a focus on theological training. 


It will also "adopt" the work of its three constituent bodies concerned 
with church and society, youth, and Christian education. 


In all its work, the statement said, the new body will seek to express "the 
unity which we already have in Jesus Christ" and. to gain "mutual. strength 
in the glorious mission entrusted to uUSe . 


"We fully recognise that we represent only a minority of the evangelical 
movement in Latin America and that we are as nothing without the solidarity . 
and the prayers of our brethren", it declared. "Our organization does not 
wish to duplicate existing efforts (but) to build on what has been achieved, 
attempting to coordinate and harmonise, seeking to provide a united witness 
of the Gospel in Latin America." 


Officers of the new body are: President, the Rev. luis P. Bucafusco, of 
Argentina; Vice-President, the Rev. Martin Durksen, of Argentina; 

Executive Secretary, Dr. Emilio Castro, of Uruguay; and Secretary, the Rev, 
Hungue Chavez, of Chile. EPS, Geneva. 


RELICS TO BE RESTORED 
TO ORTHODOX CHURCH 


(Jerusalem) - The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate in Jerusalem has sent a 
delegation to Venice to receive the relics of St. Saba, founder of the 
convent which bears his name near the Dead Sea. 


It was after the Holy Land meeting between the Pope and the Ecumenical 
Patriarch in January 1964 that Paul VI promised Patriarch Benedictos of 
Jerusalem the relics would be restored to his church, The relics have been 
preserved in Venice for centuries. 


Patriarch Benedictos has announced the religious ceremonies arranged for 
this occasion mark "a significant new stage in the development and con- 
solidation of the relations between the Eastern Orthodox Church and the 
Roman Catholic Church", EPS, Geneva, 


PAL: 
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INDONESIAN CHRISTIANS MOURN 
NATIONAL CRISIS © 


(Djakarta) - In an "atmosphere of national mourning" Christians filled to 
overflowing this city's Immanuel Church for a memorial service for the six 
army generals and others murdered in the recent attempted coup. The 
congregation included two ministers of state, members of Parliament, and 
‘other high-ranking government’ officials. 


The service was. led by the Rev. Simon Marantika, general secretary of the 

National Council of Churches, which organized it. Prayers were offered 

for the families of the victims, for the safety of the lives of President 
Sukarno and other government officials, and for guidance in leading the. 
nation out of this "dark and difficult situation", 


A statement by the NCC read at the conclusion of the service called the 
whole nation to "selfsexamination before God who has given us freedom, (for) 
our first responsibility is to Him", “dts EPS, Genevas 


AMERICAN QUAKERS PLAN AID 
PROGRAMME IN VIETNAM 


(Philadelphia) :~ The American Friends Service Committee (Quaker) has announced 
plans for a large-scale education, ison are chauar recreation programme for 
refugees in South Vietnam. 


The plan, developed on the basis of first-hand pee aues of a three-man team 
which visited Vietnam earlier this year, calls for a small team of American 
workers to recruit and train a Vietnamese staff who will then carry the 
major responsibility. It is hoped later to extend the services to refugees 
in North Vietnan. | ; 


The report of the survey team warned ‘against the dangers that the estimated. 
600,000 refugees in South Vietnam who are "concentrated for the most part 
in a coastal area, living unproductive lives, dependent on outside 
resources for food and shelter, unoccupied day after day, will (become) a 
large mass of despairing and demoralized people who will not only present 

a vast human tragedy, but who will pose a he) ac that will plague Vietnam 
for decades to come", EPS; Geneva. 


NEW U.S. IMMIGRATION Law 
HAILED IN JAPAN 


(Tokyo) _ The official publication of the National Christian Council of Japan 
has hailed the new U.S. immigration law which eliminates the 41-year-old 
policy of limiting immigration on the basis of nationality as "the inevitable 
eesresult of the working of Christ's spirit among American Christians and the 
harbinger of an era of liberalisation of the movement of peoples", 


The Japan Christian Activity News reported that the Japanese Foreign Office 


is urging those Japanese who wish to migrate to the U.S. to take necessary 


measures soon, as immigration Me be approved by the U.S. on a Bris Come y 
first served" basis. 


The quota for Japan has been 185 a year, and against this quota, more than 
five thousand applicants have registered. ‘Under the new immigration law, 
which comes completely into effect in three years, up to 120,000 people a 

year will be permitted to enter the U.S.A. from the Western Hom aonere and 
up to 170,000 from the Hastern Hemisphere including Japan. EPS, Genevae 
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VATICAN COUNCIL URGED TO MAKE 

MISSIONS TEXT MORE HOUMENICAL 

(Rome) - Father Omer Degrijse, superior general of the Immaculate Heart 
Missioners (Scheut Fathers) told the Second Vatican Council that the draft 
of the document on the church's missionary activity is deficient in the 
ecumenical aspects of mission activity and does not present a clear 
picture of the harm done in mission work by Christian disunity. 


Speaking in the name of more than 70 Council prelates, Father Degrijse 

said the text should stress that the division of the churches weakens and 
obscures the witness borne by apostolic activity and that it should be 
brought into closer harmony with the Council's Decree on Ecumenism and with 
the great hopes founded in the ecumenical movements. 


He suggested four steps towards development of better relations: an 
attitude of friendly understanding and association among the churches; 

common use of certain means of extension such as radio facilities, hospitals, 
and schools; cooperation in the fight against public evils such as racism 
and public immorality; and cooperation in the actual work of evangelism 

as a concrete symbol of unity, provided measures are taken to forestall any. 
confusions 


Father Degrijse was one of several Council fathers who spoke on behalf of 
greater ecumenical emphasis in the mission statement, | EPS, Geneva. 


WORLD CONFESSIONAL 
BODIES MEET 


(Geneva) - Representatives of world confessional bodies meeting at the 
Houmenical Centre here said: that "to think and act as if the historic 
confessional church families represent the only spiritual reality to be 
taken seriously is to live in tke 'pre-ecumenical age't", 


On the other hand declared the meeting, "we believe that to think and act 
as if the fully ecumenical age had been reached in which confessional 
disagreements have been overcome and in which it is possible to think only 
in terms of an integrated worldwide Christian community, is premature and 
therefore also unrealistic". Beis, 


It said that in the present period the church is living "between the times" 
when the confessions "remain the main expressions of its life, but in which 
these confessions all have to answer the ecumenical questions: 'What is 
the relevance of the faith that all the confessions hold in common for 
their: relationship to each other and for the unity and mission of the 
Church of Christ today?! And 'How can they express in common witness and 
new ecclesiastical structures the unity in Christ which exists already and 
for which they are responsible to our Lord: for the sake of the world?!" 


some 50 persons representing the secretariats and mission interests of the 
following world church bodies attended: Anglican, Baptist, Congregational, 
Lutheran, Methodist, Salvation Army, Presbyterian, Orthodox, Friends, and . 
Disciples. Theme of the two-day session was "Engagement in the Mission and 
Unity of the Church", 


Problems discussed arose from the development of the effort commonly called 
"Joint Action for Mission" which has been launched, in Asia and Africa 
particularly, with a view to achievement of unity in missionary work at the 
local level - this in turn has raised the problem of the potential barriers 
resulting from confessional allegiances and embodied in the fact of the 
multiplicity of mission groups working in the same area. 


While in 1964 a similar meeting recognised that world confessional bodies 
were not primarily responsible for this problem, the question was raised of 
the way in which they could help improve the situation in bringing it to the 
attention of the missionary bodies of their related churches. EPS, Geneva. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC NAMED OFFICER 
OF NEW MEXICO CHURCH COUNCIL 


(Albuquerque, N.il.) - Father Albert A. Schneider, a Roman Catholic priest, 
was elected vice president of the New Mexico Council of Churches at its 
eighth annual meeting here. 


The Council is one of the few in the world in which the Roman Catholic Church 
holds membership. However, this was the. first major council meeting since 
it joined and Father Schneider is the first Roman Catholic to be named an 
officer's . 


In other sessions the Council members agreed on a cooperative programme of 
legislative action which will include joint Protestant-Roman Catholic 

support for higher educational standards for juvenile probation officers, 

a state fair housing law, and opposition to legislation which would increase. 
organized gambling in the state. EPS, Genevas 


EKID CONCERNED ABOUT BREAKDOWN 
IN FRONTIER PASS NEGOTIATIONS 


(Berlin) - The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) has 
expressed its anxiety over the breakdown of negotiations between East and 
West German government officials concerning granting of passes for visits 
‘to the Eastern sector of the divided city. 


A Council message cabled to both East and West authorities urged that some 
agreement be reached which would permit visits in cases of urgent family | 
problems. The agreement permitting the visits at certain times of the 

year expired on September 24th. Efforts to reach a new agreement have been 
underway since mid-August. EPS, Geneva. 


NEW LWF CENTRE 
IN YUGOSLAVIA 


(Novi Sad) - A new church centre has been opened here by the Lutheran World 
Federation to train workers for Yugoslavia's four Lutheran churches - Slovak, 
Slovene, Croat, and Hungariane: 


Bishop Struharek of Novi Sad will be in charge of the new centre. Regular 
courses will be given to train lecturers, catechetists, choir-masters, and 
organists. There will also be courses to prepare gifted young people for 
the study of theology. EPS, Geneva. 


IN BRIEF 


At Yom Kippur a joint religious service for Jews-and Christians was held in 
the Methodist chapel of Uccle in Brussels. This service was organized 
jointly by the church and by the European Messianic Alliance to show the 
deep regard felt by Protestant Christians for the people of Israel. 
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Closing events of the two-year observance of the founding of the first Greek 
Orthodox Church in America took place October 14th-17th, in New Orleans, 
where the first Greek Orthodox house of worship, The Church of the Holy 
Trinity, was established in 1864. 

x £ 


A goal of $1,257,542 has been set for American churches for this Thanks- 
giving season's annual "Share our Substance" appeal of Church World Service. 


* *% * 


Rabbi Herman E. Schaalman, of Emanuel Congregation in Chicago, an active 
clergyman in inter-religious and community affairs, has been named gucst 
lecturer at the Divine Word Seminary (Roman Catholic) in Techny, Ill., USA. 


* x * 


Forty-nine per cent of the $10.6 billion given by Americans last year for 
philanthropic purposes was earmarked for religious groups according to the 
American Association of Fund-Raising Counsel Ince 


* * * 


East German authorities denied entry permits to Western members of the 
chapter of the Brandenburg Cathedral who asked to attend ceremonies marking 
the 800th anniversary of the cathedral which is located in the Eastern 
sector. 


* * * 


Some 53,000 Scriptures were distributed by Christian students on the "hot-spot! 
border of northern India a few weeks before hostilities broke out between 
India and Pakistan. 


K | * * 


Despite a directive from their bishop forbidding them to de so, more than 
fifty Roman Catholic priests and nuns took part last week in a civil rights 
boycott of the public schools in Milwaukee, Wisc.,(USA). They said they 
defied the bishop's ban with "sorrow and regret". 


* * * 


Preparations are underway in Tokyo for the formation of a permanent Japanese- 
Korean Christian Fellowship Society designed "to deepen the fellowship between 
Christians of the two nations and to work towards improving relations between 
Japan and Korea". . 


* * * 


The officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of 
the World Council of Churches have prepared again this year a memorandum on 
selected items of the provisional agenda of the UN General Assembly. The 
document deals with 57 substantive items before the twentieth session, 
including such questions as general and complete disarmament, suspension of 
thermo-nuclear tests, the question of the representation of China, various 
aspects of economic and social development, human rights, and refugee 
situations. The document also summarizes statements by the WCC and its 
agencies on ethnic and racial tensions which have bearing on such questions 
as South Africa and South-west Africa, It has been made available to 
delegates of the 117-member States of the UN, to selected members of the UN 
Secretariat, as well as to CCIA Commissioners and National Commissions 
throughout the world. | 


* * * 
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RHODESIAN CHURCHES! STATEMENT 
ON NATIONAL PROBLEMS 


(Salisbury, Rhodesia) — The Christian Council of Southern Rhodesia has approved a- 
report which calls for a new constitution, deplores the possibilties of a unilateral 
declaration of independence, and urges repeal of the nation's Land Apportionment 


Act. - the 


Meeting last week, while/Rhodesian Prime Minister was in London conferring with 
Prime Minister Harold Wilson, the Council. took the action on a report of the 
"Consultation on Human Relations" held under its auspices in late August. The 
text of the report had not previously been made public. 


The recommendation calling for a new constitution which would be "acceptable to 
all sections of the community" was embodied in the study made by a consultation 
commission dealing with civic responsibility - one of five consultation sub-groups. 
The others dealt with church, society, education, and economics, 


It declared that the present constitution is unsatisfactory because "it does not 
sufficiently limit the power of the Executive; it does not sufficiently protect 
individual rights and liberties; and it leaves power in the hands of the minority 
for an indefinite period without the consent of the majority". 


Further, the franchise provisions of the constitution are unacceptable to the 
majority, and both the constitutional council and the Bill of Rights are ineffective, 
the latter because "the circumstances in which human rights may be set aside, as 
set out in the Constitution, defeat the objective of the Bill of Rights", ‘ 


Concerning unilateral declaration of independence, the report declared that such 
an action "representing only a small section of the community would be immoral. 


"Action of such constitutional significance affecting the future of the whole people 
should not be taken without general consent, If such action were taken, many 
Rhodesians would be faced with an acute conflict of loyalties as to which govern- 
ment had first claim on their allegiance: the government which had taken unilateral 
action, the United Kingdom government, or a popular government proclaimed in 
response to unilateral action." 


The consultation group on society called for abolition of the Land Apportionrient 
Act which it termed “inimical to the best interests of the people of the cauntry. 
Many of its provisions", it declared, "are an offence to human dignity". 


A communiqué issued by the CSR said the consultation had been called because of 
"a persistent demand from a growing number of churchmen that the churches should 
make themselves fully informed on the underlying causes of the worsening human 
relations in our country and should determine the means by which the churches and 
Christian individuals could help to improve this situation’. 


Participants in the consultation came from the Anglican, Congregational, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, United, Independent African, Christian Marching, and Roman Catholic 
churches, as well as from the Society of Friends, the All Africa Conference of 
Churches, the Bible Society, the British Council of Churches, the YWCA, the London . 
Missionary Society, and various local Rhodesian councils of churches. The World 
Couneil of Churches was represented by German church leader Dr,Martin Niemoller, 
one of its six presidents, who preached at the consultation's opening and closing 
worship services. 
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Special Report cont, 


Following are excerpts from other sections of the commission reports: 


Commission on Society 


In a section dealing with social disabilities of political restrictees and their 
families the report declared: "It is wrong that families of restrictees have been 
rendered destitute by a political act of government. Restrictees have not been 
convicted in the courts of-a criminal offence. » The government accordingly has a 
responsibility to maintain all such families on a standard of living compared: to 
that which they enjoyed before the breadwinners were taken away ... Such). welfare - 
facilities should be implemented as soon as the breadwinner is restricted and 
continued until such time as he finds employment after release, e+e. attention 
must be drawn to the very severe disability suffered by many of those men in the 
loss of employment and in their inability to find employment after release. Public 
departments, as well as municipalities, should be urged to provide apenings for: 
such People, a vas in which Christian employers | can also. help." 


Commis sion on Bivis Rospo sibility 


In a 2 eg ds dealing with law and order, the report declared: ".... because of the 


hardening of political attitudes and the consequent introduction of harsh legis- 
lation, a drastic erosion of civil rights has occurred. The goal to be aimed at is 
the granting of equal rights and opportunities, political and civil,to every . 
citizen 4... .The sooner the privileged white minority accepts this as the only 
legitimate aim the better.” 


Denouncing widespread ignorance by white people of the factual situation and issues, 
the report added:"This ignorance has the effect of perpetuating the existence of 

two nations in one state, of driving political opinions to two extremes and thereby « 
“virtually eliminating nodemati on, and of causing sinful\separation among members 

of the same church. ... the law must support human rights (Today) the laws of 
Rhodesia. offend against human rights by .....- restricting persons without trial 

and without specific charges being laid against them and. with no right of access 

to the courts to rule on the allegations made .... for a maximum period of restric-. 
tions (of) 12 months ... In cases where the life and liberty of a person are at 
stake because of the offences committed, the discretion of the Courts is frequently 
removed by’ the provision of the eee death sentence and minimum prison sentences. 
... while emergency powers may be necessary to cover a critical situation, the 
extended use -of such ah iat suggests ve there is serious dissatisfaction with the 
existing situation..." 


A section on, the use of violencé said that while "a non-violent course of action 

is always preferable to a violent one ,.. there historically has been sincere dis— 
agreement among Christians as to whether or not there are human situations in which 
Christian people are left no alternative, but to resort to violence in-order to 
achieve justice .... the church has respected both positions and the right and duty 
of every Christian‘to follow his conscience." 


A section on academic freedom said: “We insist that its against the true interests 
of the education and development of the people of this country to ‘limit by law or 
governmental regulation the freedom of teachers and students in universities and 
other institutions of high education to study, discuss, write,and work in all fields 
of enquiry, including politics and government, and to acquire experience by engaging 
in activities which are not contrary to the civil law or to the moral law." 


~ 
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Commission on Education 


"A completely integrated system of education is the ultimate ideal ... Bqual 
opportunities in education are not available to all races at the present time ... 
African education (is where the main frustrations exist), but there is considerable 
concern with non-African education, which is grossly inadequate as preparation for 
life in a non—-racial society: students and teachers in non-African schools are 
almost entirely segregated from most African Rhodesians,." Christians have a 
responsibility to secure the universal right to education for all people, it added, 
The report noted that the 1965 government budget alloted £10 per student for African 
education and £104 per student for nonvAfrican education. 


Commission on Economics 


In a section on political factors the report declared: “Our abundance both of labour 
and of natural resources are highly favourable (to increased production). Only 
capital is lacking. It will not be made available until investors are convinced 

we have a reasonably stable and contented society. ... Economic growth (is also 
inhibited) by the reluctance of the African people to co-operate with the authorities 
Hot ACthis co-operation will not) be forthcoming until there is a full and active 
participation in the responsibilities of government by the people as a whole. 


Responsibility of the Churches 


(We) are convinced that while the churches have done something of value to influence 
the situation in Rhodesia, they have not done enough and that each and all should 
humbly acknowledge their guilt in not having spoken out more clearly and courageously 
both in their preaching to their own members and in the counsel they owe to the 
country's leaders and to the general public. A serious obstacle to unambiguous 
Christian witness has been not only lack of courage, but also lack of unity among 

the churches and of liaison between them. ..... (the churches are called) to repent- 
ance and renewal of spirit and to a serious effort to keep in Glose touch with one 
another and to co-operate in every way open to them ...." 
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WCC SEEKS $500,000 FOR 
INDIA-PAKISTAN CIVILIAN WAR VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - An appeal for $500,000 to help the churches in India and Pakistan 
provide relief for civilian war victims was issued here by the World 

Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
service. 


This sum includes the request to the member churches for $25,000 to meet 
immediate needs arising from the war sent out by the Division last month 

and $150,000 still outstanding from an earlier request to support this year's 
programme in India for refugees from East Pakistan. 


Dr. Leslie EH. Cooke, an associate general secretary of the WCC and director 
of the Division, said in a letter to WCC member churches and their agencies 
that the government of Pakistan has agrecd to admit food, blankets, and 
clothing sent for war refugees free of customs and sales tax and will pay 
their carriage and freight from the port of entry to destination if consigned 
to Church World Service, Lahore, Pakistan. 


Also required in addition to the basic half million dollar request. are 
materials including 24,000,000 pounds of food grains, 20,000 blankets, and 
for Pakistan $160,000 to buy 40,000 quilts to be purchased there, and 200,000 
sweaters or coats for men, women, and children. It.is pointed out that 
winter is’ fastapproaching when warm clothing will be urgently needed. 


Two reports. accompanied the appeal letter - one from West Pakistan and one 
from Indias. 


From Pakistan Mr. Gauhar Masih, executive secretary of the West Pakistan 
Christian Council, wrote: "The war has caused considerable damage to the 
civil population in the border areas and a very large number of people have 
been uprooted from their homes. The churches in Pakistan are solidly. 
behind the government authorities to do all that they can to help the 
refugees and suffering people." K 


The report from India, sent by Mr. Douglas W. Cook, associate director of 
the Committee on Relief. and Gift Supplies, the National. Christian Council of 
India, said: "Above Amritsar. about 100,000 people are being evacuated and 
are in a dozen or more camp centres. The government has done a first-rate 
job of taking care of these people from the standpoint of food, rest, and 
medical attention. . 


"There is considerable movement of people from the border areas to the 
interior areas. Local communities with the help of. district officers are 
doing a good job of meeting the immediate needs for food and rest in transit 
of the people. © The total number would be approximately 50,000 in Punjab, 
When the situation settles and it is decided whether these people shall 
return to their’ villages, many of which have been destroyed, then we will 
need to correlate with the government on the kind of assistance they require 
for rehabilitation. . 2 


"It is now felt that the Hoshiarpur area, where there are about 3,000 people, 
is a spot where we can render some specific assistance. 


"In hundreds of villages the mud huts and simple dwellings have been pretty 

well destroyed and looted. People have moved out but will probably be coming 

back when the dust settles to rebuild on the old sites. Looting and 

destruction have deprived these villagers of any possessions they may have 

had apart from the small bits they could carry with them. Hundreds of 

transit camps, both official and unofficial, have sprung up in the Punjab." 
EPS, Geneva. 
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JAPANESE CHURCHES URGED TO 
SEND MORE MISSIONARIES ABROAD 


(Tokyo) - The responsibility of Japanese churches to send more missionaries 
overseas was underlined here by an official of the foreign missions cdepart— 
ment of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan). 


The Rev. Y. Ichikawa, addressing 40 Japanese and overseas Christian leaders 
at a conference on world mission and evangelism sponsored by the National 
Christian Council of Japan, said an expanded programme was required as 
indication that Japanese Christians recognised their obligations for their 
share in the total mission of the Church. 


Japanese missionaries could be especially effective in Southcast Asia and 
Africa, he said, "where we can take some advantage of being non-white and not 
having been born Christians. Today it is very important to destroy the 
popular image of the 'powerful and shrewd Japanese businessman! and let the 
whole world know that there are other kinds of Japanese - namely those who 
are the humble servants of Christ Who is the Lord of all nations." 

EPS, Genevae 


SPANISH BAPTISTS HOLD 
EVANGELISM CAMPATGN 


(Madrid) - Spanish Baptists are holding their first nationwide evangelistic 
campaign this month, 


Although prosleytism is forbidden to non-Catholics in the country, Juan Luis 
Rodrigo, president of the Spanish Baptist Union, said leaders of the month-— 
long campaign "do not think of what we do as prosleytisn. 


-"We are not going to bother anybody's faith, but wherever we find Rosas who 
do not have Christ in their hearts we Se ae it is our responsibility and 
our privilege to share Christ with them. There are thousands and thousands 
of these people in Spain.” 


Emphasis in the campaign is on "person to person evangelism". Rallies are 
being held, but not in the form of mass meetings which are forbidden. The 
members of Baptist churches near each.other "simply come together in one 
place", Mr. Rodrigo. said. A large amount of literature also has been 
distributed among Baptist churches. ~ EPS, Geneva. 


USA METHODIST BOARD URGES 
U.N. SHAT FOR CHINA 


(Louisville, Ky.) - The Methodist Church's Board of Christian Social Concerns 
has approved by a ratio of two to one a resolution urging the U.S. government 
to withdraw its opposition to the seating of the Peoplé's Republic of China 
in the United Nations. mgt 


The action went beyond official church policy. Last year the denomination's 
general conference said that "policies of isolation toward: Mainland China and 
Cuba should be carefully re-examined" and that steps should be taken towards 
a,goal of U.N. membership for all nations. 


The Social Concerns Board also condemned U.S. military intervention in the 
Dominican Republic and upheld the rights of those who have engaged in 
"teach-ins" and other public demonstrations protesting against U.S. DOL wy 
in Vietnam, BPS, Geneva. 
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$61,000 ASKED FOR 
YOUTH PROJECTS IN 1966 


(Geneva) - Churches, and particularly their youth groups, around the world 
will be asked to: contribute $61,000 to underwrite 45 separate programmes of 
work among Christian young people during 1966. 


The appeal has been made by World Youth Projects (WYP), a joint programme 
of the Youth Departments of the World Council of Churches and the World 
Council of Christian Education. 


All WYP projects carry the approval of the National Christian Council or 
other agencies in the countries concerned and have been cleared by the 
WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, which also 
includes them on its own annual project list. 


The goal of the 1966 programme is the largest ever sought. Last year's 
target was $55,000 which has already been subscribed with participation by 
churches in 40 countries. 


The largest amounts in the coming year are for projects in Africa ($24,320), 
Latin America ($14,500), and Asia ($8,300). 


In all three areas the greater percentage will go to support youth workers. 
The financing of youth seminars and the training of youth workers also are 
major requests. 


Although large amounts of the funds contributed annually. come’ from the more 
affluent churches of the USA, Western Europe, Australia, ard New 4ealand, 
groups in Latin America, Asia, and Africa also have aided each other. . For 
instance in 1965 Indonesian youth aided a project in Africa, Uganda aided 
Malawi, and Indian youth helped Spanish young people. EPS, Genevae 


UeSe CHURCH DEPLORES "IMMORAL" 
OPPOSITION TO DRAFT 


(New York) - The Executive Council of the United CHurch of Christ has 
unequivocally opposed "on both moral and legal grounds the cla et effort 
to induce young men to beat the draft". 


It also deplored "the organized attempt being made to subvert the religious 
principle of conscientious objection for the purpose of draft—-dodging". 


The statement, issued by the top body of the two million-member church, was 
aimed at exhibitions protesting against U.S. policy in Vietnam such as the 
burning of draft cards, the witholding of grades by college professors for. 
students eligible for the draft, and efforts to persuade young men to 
register falsely as Rongcr et ane objectors. 


The Council said these were "highly immoral" acts and "undermine the moral 
fabric of our country. 


"Nevertheless", it added, "we uphold the right of U.S. citizens to speak 

out and we would oppose any generalised attempt to suppress orderly 

demonstrations for or against the U. S. ts policy and practices in Vietnam". 
EPS > Genevae 
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CALL FOR FRESH UNITY EFFORTS 
BY AFRICAN LUTHERANS 


(Addis Ababa) - The third All-Africa Lutheran Conference called on its 
members to make fresh efforts seeking Christian unity by undertaking 

careful examination of themselves and the historic Lutheran confessions "to 
find whether it is really the essentials of our faith that hinder union with 
other churches, or simply our outward customs and organizational problems". 


The 200 delegates from 13. African nations said their churches should "seek to 
enter into dialogue with other churches so that we may share faith with 


them". 
In other actions of the ten-day meeting delegates: 


~ Urged the Rhodesian government to avoid a decision for unilateral declar- 
ation of independence. 


- Rejected a proposal for setting up an international African organization 
for Lutheran churches in Africa, and instead voted to ask the Lutheran World 
Pederation to make available to their churches a full-time staff person who 
would be resident in Africa and would carry out the functions of a 
"soordinating secretary". 


- Voted to encourage Lutheran churches, synods, and congregations on the 
continent to undertake careful "re-examination of every institution which 
forms a part of their church life...to discover to what extent these 
‘institutions are actually serving the church in Her effort to proclaim the 
Gospel", ! EPS, Geneva. 


NEW CONCESSIONS 
OSLO on RoC. CHURCH 


(Bonn) - The Polish government has agreed to release to the Roman Catholic 
Church some blocked bank accounts and to allocate enough paper supplies so 
the nation's foremost Roman Catholic paper can increase its circulation by 
more than fifty per cent. 


The conciliatory gestures were revealed here by KNA, the German Catholic 

news agency. KNA said the concessions were made last August by Zenon Kliszko, 
a top member of the politburo of the Polish Communist party, in the course 

of a three-hour discussion with Archbishop Karol Wojtyla of Cracow. 


It said the Kliszko-Wojtyla meeting,while primarily concerned with problems 
within the Cracow archdiocese, resulted in the freeing of hitherto blocked 
church funds amounting to "several million Zlotys", and agreement for a 
greater newsprint allotment to Tygodnik Powszechny, which will enable the 
journal to increase its circulation from 30,000 to 50,000. EPS, Geneva. 


CHURCHES IN LONDON | 
FORM JOINT COUNCIL 


(London) - Anglican, Mcthodist, Church of scotland, and Roman Catholic 
ohurches in the City of Westminster, London, have joined forces to 
"practise and promote prayer for Christian unity, dialogue, and discussion, 
and common service to the community". . 


One of the first programmes of the new Christian Council of Westminster will 
be joint planning for the annual rally in Trafalgar Square for the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity next January. The Council will seek association 
with the British Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva, 
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PLANS FOR COUNCIL SEEN UNAFFECTED 
BY SPLIT OF MALAYSIA’ 


(Singapore) ~ The split of Malaysia into the two independent states of 
Malaya and Singapore should have no effect on relations between the churches 
of the two nations, according to the Rev. Robert M. Greer, president of the 
Malayan Christian Council. 


Writing in the current issue of the Couneil's official bulletin, Mr. Greer 
said plans are moving ahead to form a council of churches which would include 
churches of both Malaya and Singapore in "a geographical Malaysian Council 

of Churches". He said the Chinese Methodist Conference in Sarawak and the 
Anglican Diocese of Jesselton, Sabah, have applied for membership -in this 
couned Ls 


"So far as we can see", he wrote, "there is nothing to prevent the formation 
of the Malaysian Council of Churches and of course the lifevof the Church 
which crosses all barriers of race, colour, and country is carrying on as 
always"s 9 - EPS, Genevas 


RC SCHOLAR PRAISES 
NEW PROTESTANT BIBLE 


(Baltimore) ~‘A leading Roman Catholic biblical scholar has hailed the newly 
published Protestant edition of the Bible - the Oxford Annontated Bible with 
the Apocrypha (Revised Standard Version) - as "the best students' edition 
“of the Bible available-in English". 


Father Raymond E. Brown, S.S., professor of New Testament studies at St. 
Mary's Seminary here, said the basic text of the RSV is "by far the best 
revision of the King James translation yet produced and "there seems to be 
no reason why educated Catholics sincerely interested in studying the Bible 
cannot use and profit from this edition in all good conscience". 


Speaking of the new Catholic edition of the RSV, Father Brown said "the most 
important changes in the text by the Catholic editors are unhappy ones and 
will do little to convince Protestants of the ability or objectivity of 
Gatholic biblical scholars. One is especially disturbed", he said, "that 
the Catholic editors justify their changes as ‘absolutely necessary in the 
lieht of ‘Catholic teadi tion, Many scholars who know Catholic tradition 
will remain convinced that in most instances the RSV needed no change." 

- EPS, Geneva. 


REACTIONS TO SCHOOL NATIONALISATION 
IN CONGO/BRAZZAVILLE 


-(Congo/Brazzaville) - Protestant church leaders here generally view the 
recent nationalisation of church-related and other private schools as a 
necessary step in the country's development. Only schools for the training 
of church workers were exempt from the September 1 order. 


Some Roman Catholic leaders, however, have indicated they fear it may be an 
encroachment upon the rights of the churches. 


The new law prohibits the teaching of religion in the school, but not 
outside. The government, however, has asked missionaries to continue as 
teachers in the schools for another year. 


Reports indicate both Protestant and Roman Catholic churches are now putting 
increased emphasis on out-of-school youth work. vi EPS, Genevas 
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ARAB SUPPORT OF 
DECLARATION ON THE JEWS 


(Jerusalem, Israel) — The Jerusalem Post Weekly has published an article 
quoting statements by several Arab leaders supporting the Vatican Council 
declaration absolving the Jews for collective responsibility for the 
Crucifixion. 


The analysis, titled "Second Thoughts in Arabdom", by Pinhas E. Lapide, who 
has written extensively on the subject, quotes a Bey a: book by the editor 
of the Cairo weekly Al Moussawwar which states that "the Vatican Council's 
decision, far from being objectionable, should be welcomed by the Arabs since 
it serves their interests. 


~ 


"Racial anti-Semitism is foreign to the Arab because pene are themselves 
semites"; he said. 


The Post article also quotes Arab commentator Hassan Saab of Lebanon. 
Writing in the Beirut daily L'Orient last December after the Vatican Council 
had given initial support to the declaration, he said “the church "deserves 
to be imitated rather than criticised in this new attitude. It now 
approaches the Koran's concept of the unity of God's congregation, as well 
as of the unity of the people of the Holy Scriptures, which is made up of 
Jews, Christians, and Muslims, who worship God." 


A subsequent article in L!Orient written by Mohammed Naccache said the 
declaration should be considered "Nan Arab victory, both on the national and 
political plane". 


However, several Arab newspapers, as anticipated, have been outspokenly 
critical of the Vatican Council text. Al Ba'lth, a leading daily of 
Damascus, Syria, said the declaration gives Roman Catholic support to 
"Zionism" which is seeking "to strengthen its control over the world's 
economic, financial, and information establishments". EPS, Geneva, 


TELEPHONE COMPANIES IN USA 
REVEAL SUBSCRIBERS OF "HATE MESSAGES" 


(New York) ~ Communications received by the National Council of Churches (USA) 
indicate that seyeral telephone companies are revising their tariff regul- 
ations “in order to piece anonymity to users of the Automatic Announcement 
service", 


The actions are believed to be the result of complaints filed with the - 
Federal Communications Commission and the American Telephone and Telegraphic 
Company by the National Council of Churches and the Anti-Defamation League 
protesting against the recorded "hate" messages heard in many cities on 
unlisted phone numbers, (EPS No. 374% 


The phone companies had claimed they did not have the legal right to censor 
such messages unless they are obstene or used for unlawful purposes such:as 


gamplinge Several companies, however, now give out the names and addresses 
of subscribers to the service on request. EPS, Geneva. 
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SPANISH BISHOPS URGE 
RURAL REFORM 


(Madrid) - The Spanish Roman Catholic hicrarchy in a "pastoral declaration" 
on Christian principles in economic and social development has added its 
voice to the growing number of protests against steadily deteriorating 
conditions in Spain's rural areas, 


"Tt is necessary to recognise sincerely that the Spanish countryside 
continues to suffer from an endemic situation of underdevelopment in 
contrast with new advances in industrial growth", said a statement issued 
by an Episcopal commission composed of two cardinals and five bishops, 


"Our anxiety grows as we verify to what extent the pernicious consequences 
of the situation. are beginning to be felt in the religious and moral life of 
the farm population." 


The commission urged increased agricultural productivity and economic and 
social development in rural areas to bring them up to the level of more 
advanced areas of the countrys ' EPS, Genevaa 


LUTHERANS, ORTHODOX IN USA 
PLAN THEOLOGICAL TALKS 


(New York) = Lutheran and Eastern Orthodox leaders in the USA have announced 
plans to hold theological conversations early next year. Co-sponsors of 
the talks will be the National Luthcran Council and the Standing Conference 
of Orthodox Bishops of the Amcricas. 


The talks "will pick up an unfinished task of history". At the time of 
the Protestant Reformation in the 16th century Lutheran and Orthodox 
representatives held -conversations and exchanged correspondence in which 
one of the primary concerns was a consideration of "Scripture and Tradition". 
EPS, Genevas 


80,000 ATTEND SERVICE TO OPEN 
INDONESIAN SCM CONFERENCE 


(Manado, Indonesia) - More than 80,000 persons from all parts of this 
northern peninsular area of the Celebes attended an open-air service here 
marking the opening of the biennial national conference of the Student 
Christian Movement of Indonesia. 


Speakers were Dr. H. Wenas, chairman of the Minahasa churches organization, 
and Drs Simon Marantika, general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches of Indonesia, Their subject was the conference theme "Jesus 
Christ, the Shepherd to the New World", 


Conference sessions included six seminers which blueprinted plans for 

the movement's work in the next two years. The conference also officially 
received 31 new branches bringing tho total number of SCM affiliates to 
fifty-one. EPS, Genevae 
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CHURCH WOMEN PLAN COOPERATIVE WORK 
AT INTERCONFESSIONAL MEETING 


(Rome) ~ Thirty Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic church 
women meeting here outlined plans for future cooperative work on women's 
concerns in the church. 


The interconfessional meeting, the first of its kind ever held, was 
organized jointly by the World Council of Churches and the Vatican Council 
Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity with the assistance of the 
Roman Catholic Permanent Committee for International Congresses of the 

Lay Apostolate (COPECIAL). 


Participants were members of religious orders - Roman Catholic and Anglican 
nuns, and Lutheran, Reformed, and Anglican deaconnesses, as well as women 
engaged in church administration, heads of church women's Organizations, 
and Christian laywomen working in various secular’ organizations. 


Recommendations of the meeting will be submitted to the joint "Working 
Committee" established by the Vatican Council Secretariat and the World 
Comncil. 


The first two days of the six-day mecting were spent reviewing forms of 
women's service in and through the churches. Areas of common concern 
explored included family life, the role of women in the world and the 
church, and questions of marriage and celibacy. 


Addresses were presented by Sister Mary Luke, S.Le, chairman of the 
Conference of Major Superiors of Women Religious in the USA, and an auditor 
of the Vatican Council, who spoke on developments in women's religious orders, 
and by Dr. Marga Buhrig, co-director of Boldern Haus, a lay training centre 
in Zurich, who spoke on current biblical and theological teaching about 
womens 


A communiqué said participants "found a good deal of common ground in 
thinking, experience, and activities and gained fresh insights from mutual > 
exchanges", | 


The final four days of the conference they attended bricfing SE€SSLONS, 
theological panels, and press conferences held in connection with the 
second Vatican Council. 


Observers at the meeting were Father Paul Verghese, an associate general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, and Father Bernard Haring 
of the Roman Catholic Church. EPS, Genevas 


+ 


WORKING PRIEST MOVEMENT IN 
FRANCE APPROVED BY VATICAN 


(Rome) = The French Roman Catholic hierarchy, acting with Vatican approval,- 
has announced plans for limited resumption of the controversial movement in 
which priests work in factories and engage in other forms of manual labour. 


The announcement said the experiment would have a time limit of three years 
and involve about 50 carefully selected priests. It said they would not be 
"worker priests", but "working priests" as indication they are not both 
"workers" and "priests", but priests doing labour to carry out their priestly 
mission. 


The priests will work full time for pay in industry and commerce, They- 
will be allowed to join trade unions, but not to hold responsible positions 
in them. EPS, Geneva. 


. 
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BRITISH CHURCHES! 
STATEMENT ON RHODESTA 


(Aberdeen, Scotland,- Special to EPS) - By an overwhelming majority the 
British Council of Churches in plenary session here approved a statement 
calling upon the British government, in the event of a unilateral declaration 
of independence by Rhodesia, to undertake "in full consultation with the 
United Nations.e..such measures, including economic measures as may be 
required, and thereafter to negotiate the phased introduction of fully 
representative government". . 

The statement, approved by a vote of 60 to five by the Council's A7th half- 
yearly session declared: . 


"Even if this should necessitate the British government being prepared to 
resume full responsibility for government in Rhodesia, the nation should 
have the wisdom and moral courage to take an action which is required by 
justice and. compassion for all the people of Rhodesia." 


Council approval of the statement followed rejection, by a vote of 54 to 13, 
of ammendments which would have removed references to the resumption of 
responsibility by Britain and to measures which should be taken if 
negotiations fail, 


The statement gives full support to the British governiucnt's five essential. 
principles" which must be accepted by Rhodesia before independence should be 
granted. 


It declared that "Christian faith demands that the 4,020,000 Africans, as 
well as the 219,000 Europeans (in Rhodesia) should have the opportunity of 
sharing responsibly in decisions concerning the government of their country | 
and the ordering of their lives". 


The two main sections of the statement dealt with steps which should be 
taken if unilateral independence is declared, and those required if this 
declaration is not made immediately. The statement was submitted to the 
Council by the Joint International Department of the BOC and the Conference 
of British Missionary Societies. . 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, president of the Council, speaking in support 
of the statement, declared that "if Rhodesia goes over the brink" and "if 
the British government thinks it is practicable to use force, then I think 
as Christians we have to say it would be right to use force". 


He suggested a message be sent to Prime Minister Harold Wilson expressing 

the Council's "ardent support for his efforts towards reconciliation and a ; 
new constitutional settlement" and "the hope that Mr. Wilson's talks might 

be continued and developed in accordance with the five principles laid down 

_ by Her Majesty's Government and without undue delay in applying them. 


"If, notwithstanding all efforts, a break-down should occur, and if the 
government then judged it necessary to use force to sustain Britain's 
obligations to all the people in Rhodesia", the Archbishop said he was sure 
that "a great body of Christian opinion would support the government in 
such action as they deemed necessary". 


(See complete text of British Council resolution appended). VT BES Genevas 
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BISHOP FERDINAND SIGG 
DIES AT AGE OF 63 


(Zurich) ~ Methodist Bishop Ferdinand Sigg died suddenly early Tuesday 
morning (October 26) in Zurich at the age of BAe Death was caused by a 
cerebral haemorrhage, Funeral services will be held on Monday in Zurich. 


His diocese as Bishop of the Central and Southern Buropean Conference covered 
the ten-nation area of Algeria, Tunisia, Belgium, Austria, Switzerland, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Poland, and Yugoslavia. He was first 
elected to the episcopacy in 1954 and was unanimously re-elected in 1960. 


An active leader in the- ecumenical movement, he was chairman of the Christian 
Committee for Service in Algeria, a member of the Information Department 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, and one of the seven presidents 
of the European Conference of Churches, He was chairman of the recently 
formed Ecumenical Committee of the Swiss Protestant Federation, a member of 
the Executive Board of HEKS, the Swiss churches aid agency, and served for. 
many years as president of the Swiss Missionary Council. He represented 
Methodism at various ecumenical conferences and was an official delegate to 
the Second and Third Assemblies of the World Council of Churches. ; 


a 


For 18 years before election to the episcopacy he headed the publishing 
interests of Swiss Methodists and edited the weekly Schweizer Evangelist. 
He held numerous honorary degrees,» EPS, Geneva. 


DR. PAUL TILLIOH DIES; 
THEOLOGIAN WAS. 79 


(Chicago) —- Dre Paul Tillich, one of Christianity's most influential 
comtemporary theologians, died in Billings Hospital on October 22 at the 


age of 79. 
The German-born philosopher who fled from the Nazi regime in 1935, had been 


admitted to the hospital the week before, following a heart attack. His wife, 
the former Hannah Werner, whom he married in 1924, was with him when he died. 


Dr. Tillich's career in the USA was singularly distinguished. Most of his 
life there was spent at Union Theological Seminary, New York, where for 
almost 20 years he was Professor of Philosophical Theology. Students came 
from all over the continent to study under him and his influence on young 
American theologians was marked. In 1955 he moved to Harvard University 
to become University Professor. in thevearly part of this decade he 
became John Nuveen Professor of Theology at the Divinity School of the 
University of Chicago. 


The bulk of his prolific writing was in essay form. The third and final 
-vyolune of his magnum opus -"Systematic Theology"— was published in the USA 
in 1963 and in Britain last year. EPS, Geneva, 


WCC LEADER PRAISES 
GERMAN CHURCH STATEMENT 


(Arnoldshain, Germany) - Dr. We A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, told a press conference here that the statement by 
the Evangelical Church in Germany (EBKID) regarding relations, with its eastern 
neighbours and the Oder-Neisse question, was "a fine contribution to the 

whole discussion of contemporary international relations in Europe". (EPS No. 37) 


He said it was along the same lines as the best of the statements issued by 
Protestant churches in Germany since the war and hoped it would prompt 
serious discussion in the church and generally. Dr. Visser 't Hooft was 
here to address a meeting of German ohnuroh journalists. EPS, Genevae 
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The Roman Catholic Bishop of $%. Gall, Switzerland, has instructed that 
uncomplimentary references to the Jews be removed from a centuries-old 
prayer traditionally chanved at sunset by Alpine herdsmen in his diocese. 
Deleted from the prayer, which stems from medieval times, has been the. ‘plea 
for protection against "the false Jews...cheating our dear Lord God". 


* x ¥ 


France-Soir, the Paris daily, has launched a special feature, to run for 

one year, devoted to the stories of the Bible. An editorial said the series 
was offered because at a time when "man is striving to search out the — 
furthest limits of the universe...we thought it would be a good thing to 
return to one of the primary sources of windom and hope". 


¥% pike * 


In Zambia the Christian Council and the Roman Catholic Church are collabor : 
ating in religious broadcasting. The unusual cooperative effort has wen 
high praise from the Zambian Broadcasting Company which has allocated extra 
time, in addition to that normally available for religious programmes, to 
the joint endeavour. 


* * *% 


Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren of the Church of Sweden (lutheran) made a five-day 
visit last week in England during which he conferred with Mer Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 

% % % 
Spanish Baptists will hare their first hymnal containing both words and music 
in December. The volume is being prepared by Joseph W. Mefford, Southern. 
Baptist missionary from Fort Collins, Colo., who has been working on it for 
five years. ' 

% * a 


‘A committee in the State of Arkansas, USA:, has raised funds to send rice to 
feed 40,000 refugee children in Hong Kong. The drive was spearheaded by 
Episcopal Bishop .R. Re Brown in response to request of Anglican leaders in . 
Hong Kong. Rice is one of the commodities not available from the U.5S- 
government for shipment overseas by voluntary agencies: So far ‘the state's 
rice growers have pledged 100,000 lbs. - - . | 


* * * 


A four-man team of Brethren Service Commission volunteers from the USA is at 
work in the Yugoslavian village of Doklezowje helping victims of the summer 
floods. The team, which is living with a local family, is rebuilding a house 
for three elderly women who at present must live in a hay loft. Arrangements 
for the team to work in the village were made through the Yugoslav Ber Cross: 


* * * 


Increased used of English in the liturgy in Roman Catholic churches in the 

USA, so that virtually all parts of the Mass recited aloud or sung are in — 
ah vernacular, has been approved by U-S. bishops and confirmed by ee mate’! 
Ce. 


% *% + 
An Anglican church in the Roman Catholic Diocese of Waterford, Eire, which has 
fallen into disuse was handed over to loc&l citizens, who announced they would 


use it as a Roman Catholic chapel. The 200-year-old building has been 
closed for the last dozen years, 


# ae % 
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Document 
- RHODESIA 


(The following is the ‘complete text of the statement on Rhodesia 
approved by a vote of sixty to five by the British Council of 
Churches at its A7th half-yearly plenary session at Aberdeen, 
Scotland, Tuesday, October 26.) 


The: Council, which includes churches with long and continuous service among 
Europeans and Africans in Rhodesia, is deeply concerned for the peaceful 
development of that country and the welfare and-happiness of all her people. 
The context of this concern is the mission of the Church of Jesus Christ in 
the whole continent of Africa, now and in the future. 


The Council believes that the Christian faith demands that the 4,020,000 
Africans, as well as the 219,000 Buropeans, should have the opportunity of 
sharing responsibly in decisions concerning the government of their country 
and the ordering of their lives. 


As so often in history, a privileged minority find themselves unable or 
unwilling to abandon privilege, and are in danger of bringing upon themselves 
the very fate which they fear, including violence, Communist or otherwise, 
and the destruction of all they hove helped to create. 


For this tragic situation Britain, as the Imperial power since the granting 
of the Charter of 1889, shares responsibility. 


The Council vateonen the reaffirmation of "the aim of successive British 
governments to bring remaining British territories to independence on the 
basis of democratic government and the principle of universal adult suffrage". 
Her Majesty's Government is right to "require acceptance of five essential 
principles before it could in conscience commend to Parliament the granting 
of independence", and to stress the decisive importance of the fifth prin- 
ciphe, that "the British Government must be satisfied that any basis pro- 
posed for independence is acceptable to the people of Rhodesia as a whole". 


In the event of a Unilateral Ds Declaration of Independence 


Any Unilateral Declaration of Independence by the Rhodesian Government mist 
be resolutely opposed. It is the responsibility of Her Majesty's Government, 
in full consultation with the United Nations, to undertake’ such measures, >. 
including economic measures, aS may be required, and thereafter to negotiate 
the phased introduction of fully representative government. ven if this . 
should necessitate the British Government being prepared to resume responsi- 
bility for government in Rhodesia, the nation should have the wisdom and 
moral courage to take an action which is required by justice and compassion 
for all the people of Rhodesia, 


If there is no immediate Unilateral Dec Declaration of independence 
Ls 


In the event of there being no immediate Unilateral Declaration of Independ- 
ence, or a Unilateral Declaration of Independence in principle with its 
implementation deferred, there could follow a period of uncertainty, in which 
race relations further Raps uratias the five principles are not implemented}; 
repressive measures increase; white minority rule is further entrenched, and 
ways are sought to minimize the effect of the imposition of economic 
sanctions. 
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In these circumstances, Her Majesty's Government nevertheless should: 


1. Maintain its offer of British financial assistance-.for "a massive 
and dynamic programme of education and training, schools, colleges, 
as well as training facilities in administration ~ in Britain, in 
Rhodesia and other African countries = for the Rhodesian people". 


as Seek, as proposed by the Conference of Commonwealth Prime Ministers 
in June 1965, and again by the Prime Minister on 12th October, the 
convening of "a Constitutional Conference representative of the 
whole Rhodesian people, to hammer out, under the chairmanship of a 
British Minister, a new and fair and Sue Ga Ria basis for inde- 
pendence", 


by Make it clear that the basis for such a Conference would not be 
the immediate establishment of "one man, one vote", but the accept- 
ance of an interim period during which, as stated by the Prime 
Minister, "Africans would be taken into multi-racial government and 
trained as junior Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries", The 
Conference should define a short and stated period of time, at the 
conclusion of which elections would be held on the basis of universal 
adult franchise of all Rhodesian citizens, under the provisions of 
the new constitution as agreed at the Conference. 


4. Press for the early release of the African political leaders as 
essential to ensure the representative character of a future 
Constitutional Conference. This does not remove the need to 
prevent intimidation and violence, by whomsoever practised. 


Lit. 


If all attempts to persuade the Rhodesian Government to implement the five 
principles should fail, and there should be a complete refusal to partici- 
pate in any Constitutional Conference, Her Majesty's Government should be 
ready, if necessary, to resume responsibility for government in Rhodesia, in 
order to ensure the implementation of the measures set out under II above. 


Other measures 


In order to make easier the difficult decision of the white Rhodesians, Her 
Majesty's Government should examine the ‘Coaipreamticis = proposals, and any others 
which may help achieve the same end: 


Ls Britain, together with other Commonwealth states, should guarantee 
the human rights provisions of the new Rhodesian Constitution, as 
agreed at the Constitutional Conference, in order to assure the 
people of Rhodesia against any possibility of racialist legislation 
after majority rule has been achieved. 


Ze Britain should indicate her willingness to help the Government of 
Rhodesia to provide compensation for the property of those 
Rhodesians who, after the Constitutional Conference, nevertheless 
decide to emigrate to another Commonwealth country. 
EPS, Geneva 


150, ROUTE DE FERNEY 

1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 33 34 00 

CABLES “OIKOUMENE” 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U.S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 


Published Weekly 


No. 39/32nd Year Ath November, 1965 


Contents 


Buropean churches plan new studies of migrant workers! 


Rea ee ie Cee gene Vena coer er, ko ede ie AR AC we be ie ga ge 
New Communist attitude towards R.C.s reported in Spain, 

eee aire SU een Pee Mer Brana Tia) sate ctl ita 1g Og gut BW iy gy gt lity aging ahs AT oe 
U.S. Lutherans oppose compulsory chapel attendance at 

ee er a oy Oars) gil en ten leh re piel ale te 6. et tel ee go 
youth African church criticise migrant labour system «+. 2 ‘4 
Church may be last line against South African apartheid .. 4 
Australian churches pool efforts for new community . « .« + 4 
LUVer Te MROUDT Ek ae ION NE SOD Meeliee! eal aet, gine e eaig a nen vee al 
Anglican executive questions necessity of cathedral . .« «+. 5 
POlunwine li cans he Ul Ghapel an Moan des elds ieblas a (esas, wy len cee ed 
British Guiana Catholic weekly sees defects in proposed 

Cae GLU OLIN te tee Cats Ngee ee a hee em igh iat eT et, a renter lb 
Presbyterians, Congregationalists in Jamaica will unite 

EN ee ents ais ater cay arg gs mal a ODS Vi Gale a gl Nghe eg gy By AR 
PARC POUR ae UN OGM aL Hv alls pak te hes eee ele ee el cal fen el SG 


Revision of Swiss constitution asked to remove 

hiserininatory measures Seatnet hs Oe ye Poe a Tee Se ea eG 
WCC leader concerned for Ecumenical Patriarchate .« 2+ .a.s 7 
Australian churches plan £250,000 for world needs ». .«..» 7 
German, Japanese. churches seck closer. ties.» .« + si. «oe» 7 
"New chapter" reported in unity movement in Britain » ... 8 
Néw eroup, protests against Usoe. foreien policy. os “eee ean 98 
Emperor Haile Sellassie visits Ecumenical Centre .« +... s+ e § 
Controversy: over Archbishop's statement’... 3. « 6 « « elQwil 
Churches’ criticise ruling of West German court .. «+s «6 « 12 
Prague Conference committee's statement on Vietnam ..s. 12 
SIRs Le tate hae cp AT TEN hae SET Ie Rey hee oe erate eS 


he 
WN 
I 
fe 
ps 


ublished weekly under auspices : World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations « World Young 
Yomen’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education » United Bible Societies 


he aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
1ovements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


No. 39 — 4th November, 1965 2 


EUROPEAN CHURCHES PLAN NEW STUDIES 
OF MIGRANT wWORKERS' PROBLEMS 


(Geneva) ~ Three new studies of migrant labour problems were authorised by a 
meeting of the Churches! Committee on Migrant Workers in Western Burope here. 
The Committee works in liaison with the World Council of Churches. 


The 15-member Committee, which is composed of delegates of churches in 
eleven Furopean countries, approved the following: 


~ A study of integration of Pakistani Moslems in a British 
industrial area; 


~ A case study in Sicily, from which many migrant workers come 
and to which many eventually return, as a basis for develop- 
ment of new programmes to aid them on their return$ 


~ A study of problems in the multi-national heavily industrialised 
areas of northwest continental Hurope. 


In all three studies the emphasis will be on developing methods of closer 
cooperation between churches! aid programmes in the countries of immigration 
and of emigration. 7 


A communiqué issued at the conclusion of the six-day meeting (October 24-29) 
stressed consideration of migrant labour problems, cannot be made outside the 
framework of study of the great economic and political changes underway in 
modern society. Tnoreased mobility is one of the direct results of economic 
change, it said, and all efforts to aid migrants must be made with the under- 
standing that the developing society in large parts of Europe is "pluri- 
cultural, pluri-racial, and pluri-confessional". 


Committee sessions were held ‘in migrant workers! barracks in the industrial 
section of Aire, Geneva, and members of the Committee slept in the barracks 
and ate their meals’ with the migrants. ico, 


A major Committee. concern was problems of school education and occupational 
training for the children of migrant parents. Reports on situations in their 
nations were presented by. representatives. of various worker aid programmes 
including, Father Michel Jungo, of the. Swiss Roman Catholic Church; Mlle. 
Marcelle Trillat of SSAE, a French voluntary agency; Dr. -Sohns, of the 
Government of. Hessen (West Germany); Mr. Eric Irons of the Education 
Committee, of the City of Nottingham, England; and.Mr. Carlo Ramacciotti, 

of the European, Economic Community. 


In all countries school’ education is compulsory for all, children, but in only 
a few countries’ are children of migrant labourers taught their own language 
and the history of their country of origin. . . 


The Committee. noted. the.reason for this may be political, as a government 
which is interested, in complete assimilation of migrant worker. families 

is concerned that the children should be’ educated solely in the language and 
culture of their new country. .On the other hand, governments which regard 
foreign workers as tempprary residents do not feel an obligation to cut the 
migrants! ties of language, culture, and religion with the "old country". 
Germany and Switzerland, for instance, seek to have teachers from the 
countries of emigration teach in their schools. 


A related problem involves organization of accelerated courses for older 
children and adolescents beyond compulsory school attendance age who need 
additional study to enable them to qualify for vocational training schools. 
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The next Committee meeting is scheduled May 15-21, 1966, in Sicily. 
Members of the Committee represent church-related migrant aid programmes in 
Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox churches in the Netherlands, Great Britain, 
France, Portugal, Italy, Spain, Greece, Germany, Sweden, Belgium, and 
Switzerland. Representatives of the World Council of Churches and of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Istanbul also are members, The Serbian Orthodox 
Church of Yugoslavia and the Roman Catholic Church sent an observer. 

EPS, Geneva, 


NEW COMMUNIST ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
ReC.'s REPORTED IN SPAIN, ITALY 


(Prague). - A new Communist attitude towards Roman Catholics in two of the 
major Roman Catholic countries = Spain and Italy - is reported in articles 
in the World Marxist Review, the international Communist journal on ideo 
logical questions, published here. 


In both countries, the authors agreed, Communists are developing a new view 
of religion, and.in particular,.of the Roman Catholic Church, 


Writing of the Spanish situation, in which the Communist party continues to 
operate despite the fact it has been illegal for almost three decades, party 
theoretician Santiago Alvares asserted that opposition to Generalissimo 
HWranco is. stronger than ever before because of the "growing unity of action" 
between Catholics and Communists. 


He mentioned especially the support given to the Austurian miners! strike 
by the Workers! Brotherhood of Catholic Action, and the subsequent friction 
on that account between church and government. 


"The Catholics are our main allies today in the struggle against Franco', 
he wrote. "That is.s..the most characteristic and encouraging feature of 
the Spanish scene today." 


Both Mr. Alvares and the author of the article on the Italian scene, Libero 
Pierantozzi, praised the influence of the late Pope John XXIII in areas . 
better conditions between Communists and Catholics. 


Mr. Pierantozzi, recalling the late Pope's humble origins, praised his ‘neeee 
standing of contemporary social-economic developments and his appreciation of 
the "progressive" role required of the church if it was "to preserve and 
extend its contact" with the people. Pope John, he wrote, "warned the . 
hierarchy" ‘against standing aside from, or worse, openly opposing new social 
trends. “This was a new line showing an unusual understanding of the grave 
historical backwardness of the Catholic faith..." EPS, Geneva. 


U.S. LUTHERANS OPPOSE COMPULSORY CHAPEL 
ATTENDANCE AT MILITARY ACADEMIES 


(New York) - "Complete freedom of choice in matters of religious worship" for 
cadets snd midshipmen at the four U.S. armed forces! academies was recommended 
by the Executive Council of the Lutheran Church in America. 


The Council in session here voted to request the Departments of the Army y 
Navy, Air Force, and Treasury to abolish the mandatory chapel attendance 
requirement ‘at the academies because such attendance "is an infringement ae 
¢+«-constitutional rights and has produced resentment towards religion". 

EPS, Geneva, 
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SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH CRITICISES 
MIGRANT LABOUR So STEM 


(Capetown) - Two reports -- one expressing grave. concern inet thasseteava ae 
the migrant labour system on Africans, and one declaraing that there is no 
Scriptural injunction against inter-racial marriage ~ have been approved “by 
the Synod of the Cape Province of the Dutch Reformed Church. . 


The report on-migrant labour system, through which an essential Sspis of 
African labour is provided for the Republic's industries, mines, and other 
services, declared that it "brings in its wake neglect in the domestic life of 
thousands of men; women, and children, sexual deviations, and hardship to 

many families Left behind in homelands". 


It is a "cancer festering in the life of the African (which) must eeRe danny 
affect the social and cpiritual life of all groups in South Africa". The 
Synod urged.the government to make a thorough sa ref NEO the system to 
eliminate its disadvantages. he et 


The report on inter-racial marriages declared that such marriages, which are 
illegal in South Africa, "cannot of themselves be called sinful. The 
Scriptures contain no direct commandment about, or prohibition of, mixed 
marriages". | 


Nor is. there such a thing as complete racial purity and the biological and 
natural differences between peoples were not so great as to disallow mixed 
marriage on principle, although account must be taken of "all unfavourable 
implications and problems arising from mixing the races" and the great 
difficulties in making them work. EPS, Genevae 


CHURCH MAY BE LAST LINE AGAINST 
SOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEID . 


(Johannesburg) ~ inglican Bishop Leslie E, Strandling of Johannesburg said 
he believes the Church may one day be the last line of defence against 
apartheid in South Africa. 


The collapse of any effective resistance to racial Waoriminer ant oh ehin the 
Republic and the cqually inadequate pressures of international protest, he 
-told the multi-racial Johannesburg Synod, mean that present government . 
policies "will opera te for many.years in the future". 


Despite the fact that some South African Christians believe the Church should 
accommodate itself to the government line, he said, "the Church might yet 

one day be the last stronghold from which Christian ideals of racial under-. 
standing might be defended in South Africa". EPS, Genevae 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES POOL EFFORTS 
FOR NEW COMMUNITY 


(Churchill, Australis) - An Anglican clergyman, the Rev. Peter Arch, will 
represent four denominations in the new industrial town of Churchill, Victoria. 


Invoived in the cooperative ministry will be the Anglican, Presbyterian and 
Methodist Churches, and the Church of Christ which are pooling their funds 

to build a church and underwrite the programme. Ministers of the four . 
churches inthe nearby community of Morwell will assist Mr. Arch, particularly 
with administration of the sacraments. 


The Australian Council of Churches! journal calls the experiment one of the 
most important joint action for mission ventures" in the nation. "Tt could 
establish patterns for future cooperation in home missions", it said. | 

. . EPS Genevae 
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LIBERIA MOURNS - 
MISSIONARY BISHOP | 


(Monrovia) —~ In an extraordinary tribute to the late Rt. Rev. Bravid 
Washington Harris, retired Bishop of the Missionary Jurisdiction of the 
Episcopal Church (USA) in Liberia, President Tubman of Liberia ordered all 
schools, business houses and offices throughout the country closed on the... 
day of Bishop Harris's funeral which was held in Washington, D.Ce, on 
October 27. 


In further tribute all churches in Liberia tolled their bells hourly for 
twenty-four hours and the flag of the Republic was flown at half-mast 
throughout the country on that days Special memorial services held here 
were attended by President and Mrs. Tubman and other high-ranking government 
officials. 


Bishop Harris died at the age of 69 as the result of injuries sustained in an 
automobile accident at Fredericksburg, Va. 


He had served as Missionary Bishop of Liberia since 1945. The proclamation 
issued by the Liberian government following his death praised "his wise 
guidance and outstanding leadership". It said "his kindliness, considerate- 
ness, and the personal sacrifices characteristic of him for the benefit of 
the people of this land, won for him the esteem, admiration, affection, and 
love of people of different religions and religious denominations throughout 
the nation". . EPS, Genevas 


ANGLICAN EXECUTIVE QUESTIONS 
NECESSITY OF CATHEDRALS 


(Portsmouth, England) - An appeal by the Bishop of Amritsar, India, for 
£200,000 ($560,000) to rebuild his recently bombed cathedral has been | 
questioned by the Executive Officer of the Anglican Communion, 


The Rt. Rev. Ralph Dean, Bishop of Cariboo, in a letter to his Indian 
colleague asked whether the cathedral was really a priority need for further- 
ing church work in his diocese. 


The Bishop spoke of the lctter while in Portsnouth, a city in which Anglican 
authorities also have had difficulties concerning plans to enlarge and complete 
their cathedral. Despite the feeling expressed by the Portsmouth Diocesan 
Conference that money should be spent on providing more churches within the 
diocese, the Cathedral Council has decided to go ahead with a fund raising 
scheme for the cathedral. EPS, Geneva. 


\ 


JOINT ANGLICAN, R.C. 
CHAPEL IN UGANDA 


(Kampala) —- The first church building in Uganda to be built for the joint use 
of the Church of Uganda (Anglican) and the Roman Catholic Church in Uganda is 
planned for Mulago Hospital, *the 800-bed specialist hospital opened four - 
years ago here. The building will be a chapel for patients and staff of the 
hospital and will stand on a commanding site close to the massive six-storey 
hospital buildings. ra 


The chapel will seat 200 persons and is expected to cost £160,000 ($22,400). 
A joint appeal for the money has been launched by the Roman Catholic Arch— . 
bishop of Rugaga, Dr. J. Kiwanuka, and the Anglican Archbishop of Uganda, 

Dr. Leslie Brown. « EPS, Geneva. 
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BRITISH GUIANA CATHOLIC WEEKLY 
SRES DEFECTS IN PROPOSED CONSTITUTION 


(Georgetown) ~ British Guiana's leading Roman Catholic weekly has protested 
against two articles in the draft constitution for the nation which is 
seeking independent status within the British Commonwealth. 


The Catholic Standard, said it objected to the fact that "the name of God is 
not mentioned anywhere in the draft" and that "there is no guarantee ote 
religious instruction in any school in the, country since none of them 1. 
"wholly maintained! by a religious community", 


Concerning the latter, it said, that while it was confident the present 
government would not cut off he i henieoe instruction in the schools, if a 
hostile government. came into power the present reading would mean that no , 
religious instruction could be given in any school which the government helps 
in any ways EPS, Geneva. 


PRESBYTERIANS, CONGREGATIONALISTS 
IN JAMAICA WILL UNITE ON DECEMBER 1 


(Kingston) ~ At ceremonies here on December 1 the broabyeenien Church of 
Jamaica and the Congregational Union of Jamaica will become one church - the 
United Church of Jamaica and Grand Cayman, The Presbyterian Church has 
13,000 members hnd the Congregational 5,000. 


The Basis of Union provides that the new church incorporate "the best 
features" of each of the uniting churches. Tt calls for congregational 
meetings to be held at least four times a year, the election of elders and 
deacons, the establishment of councils which will have responsibility for 
oversight of work within specific geographic boundaries, and a synod which 
will meet annually and serve as the church's supreme Gere aes and 
administrative court. ; - “HPS, Gen3va, 


AUTONOMY FOR 
BURMA METHODISTS 


(Rangoon) - Methodists in Burma which ‘were ety of the Methodist Church (USA) 
have formed an independent, self-governing church. 


The historic step was taken on October 10, when the autonomous Methodist 
Church of Lower Burma came into being here. The new church has about 2,000 
members in 20 congregations, mostly in and near Rangoon. 


The Burma Methodists were the second group of Methodists in Asia to take such 
a step recently. In August, 1964 the autonomous Methodist Church of 
Indonesia was formed, - the first Methodist body to become independent from 
the parent Methodist Church in the USA since 1930. EPS, Geneva. 


REVISION OF SWISS CONSTITUTION ASKED 
TO REMOVE DISCRIMINATORY MEASURES AGAINST R.C.6° 


(Berne) - Revision of the Swiss constitution to remove articles which dis- 
criminate against Roman Catholics was urged by a Roman Catholic deputy in a 
speech to the Upper House of the Swiss Federal Government. The intervention 


by Augustin Lissé? was supported by three other deputies, including two 
Protestants. 


Mr. Lusser asked for removal of articles stemming from the religious struggles 

of the last century which prohibit the establishment of Jesuit orders, the 

opening of new religious orders, and the modification in boundaries of the 

dioceses. There have been several similar moves in the past, by both 

Roman Catholics and Protestants, but so far no action has been taken. ¢ 
~ EPS, Genevas 
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WCC LEADER CONCERNED 
FOR ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


(Arnoldshain) - Concern-for the future of the Ecumenical Patriarchate was 
expressed by the general secretary of the World Council of Churches. in a 
speech to German journalists at the Evangelical Academy here. 


Dr. We*Ae Visser 't Hooft said recent developments, particularly the 
activities ofthe small, but influential so-called "Turkish Orthodox 
Movement" represented a genuine threat to the Patriarchate. He said it 
would seen avparent that the Movement, which has about 50 members, could not 
exert the influence it does if it did not have Turkish government support. 


Recently a Turkish ‘court ruled that two churches in Istanbul which the 
Patriarchate claimed belonged to it were the legal property of the Mavement. 


Turning to the recent visit.of the Pope to the United Nations in New York, 
the WCC leader said that the visit shouldbe welcomed because it had helped 
wive courage to UN delegates in "their impossibly difficult task". 


However, it should be remembered that the. Pope did not speak on behalf of all 
the world's. Christian churches, as was evident by the reference to birth=- — 
control in his address. : 


There can be a common testimony of common conviction by 211 churches only: 
when there is full dialogue between the churches and the quest for true 
dialogue is the great task now facing the churches. aD EPS, Geneva. 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES PLAN 
£250,000 FOR WORLD NEEDS 


(Sydney) - Plans for a new 1 £250,000 tee: ae programme of Australian aid +o 
developing countries in 1966 were announced here by the Australian Council of 
Churchese The 1966 target is £50,000 more than the Council received for its 
overseas aid programmes in the current years 


The expandad programme will cover 70 projects in 30 countries including ‘the 
care and rehabilitation of refugses overseas,, the resettlement of refugees 
in Australia, finance for agricultural cquipment in Asia, for primary and 
tertiary education programmes in Asia and Africa, medical and social welfare 
projects, and emergency relief measures. 


It will also provide large amounts for sending Australian teachers, tradesmen, 
and medical personnel to Asia and the Pacific. .. BPS, Génevas. 


GERMAN JAPANESE’ CHURCHES 

SHEK CLOSER TIES 

(Tokyo) = Plans” to develop. closer relations between the churches of Japan and 
Germany :were announced here by a meeting of representatives of the National 
Christian Council of Japan (NCCJ), and German church leaders. 


The plans call for establishment of a joint liaison committee composed of 
NCCJ member church representatives and four’ German church representatives — 
three from the Evangelical Church of Germany (EKID) and one from the German 
Free Churches. There will also be one representative of the German erasers < 
mission interests. in: Japan. 


EKID leaders visiting here included President Kurt Sohart’ of the EKID 

Council; Dr. Adolf Wischmann, president of the church's Foreign Office; and 
pea Ferdinand ae ate of the yr aes of abe ges mT reo oarat nai son | 
| } EPS, Genevas . 
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UNEW CHAPTER" REPORTED 
IN UNITY MOVEMENT IN BRITAIN 


(Aberdeen, Scotland) - A "new chapter has begun" in the movement for 
Christian unity in Great Britain, according to a lengthy document submitted 
to the British Council of Churches in half-yearly session heres 


The document from the Council's Faith and Order Department declared that 
progress has come in spite of "all the tensions, misunderstandings, and 
suspicions that persist and the ae differences of conviction still to 
be resolved". 


It spelied dut the advances in these words: 


"Across these recent months the partnership at national levels has been 
enriched by new participation (in Council work) of Lutherans and Orthodox 
in Britain, by growing dialogue between ‘evangelicals! and 'ecumenicals!, 
and most of all by growing encounter and. understanding between Romans and 
non-Romans, especially since the promulgation at the’ Vatican Council of 
De Occumenisimo (decree on ecumenism)." 


It said an effective symbol of better relations with the Roman Catholic 
Church was that Roman Catholic observers were attending the Council's plenary 
sessions for the first time. 


The Council adsos 


- Announced plans for a major ecumenical conference on "Man and 
Contemporary Society" to be held in 1967 at the University of 
Keele, Staffordshire. 


- Called for further efforts to end the war in Vietnam. 


~ Heard reports that "broadly speaking religious persecution is 
no longer a major factor in the societies of Eastern Europe" 
and that there is an "ever increasing dialogue between Christians 
and Marxists" in that area. 


- Rebuked the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa for its 
silence on apartheid. 


—- Challenged the governnent''s restrictions on Commonwealth 
immigrants. . . EPS, Genevas 


NEW GROUP PROTESTS AGAINST? 
U.S. FOREIGN POLICY 


(New York) - Prominent American churchmen are among sponsors of a new student 
political action group organized to protest against U.S. policy in the Far 
East. 


The new organization was formally launched at a rally at Union Theological 
Seminary here which was linked by telephone to rallies at 450 other college 
campuses in the country. 


tts major aims are negotiations leading towards recognition of China by the 
USA and its admission to the UN, Ue&China negotiations on nuclear weapons 
control and the ending of restrictions on trade and communications, and new 
efforts for a cease-fire and negotiated settlement in Victnan. 


Church leaders among the sponsors include Union Seminary president, Dr. John C0. 
Bennett, and the Rev. William Sloane Coffin, Jr., Yale University chaplain. 


Last week in New York more than. 100 Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish 

leaders signed a statement upholding the right of protest against U.S. govern- 
ment actions in time of peacd and war declaring that "an authentic American’ 
conscience can arise only through free expression". EPS, Cenevas 5 
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EMPEROR HAILE SHLLASSIE 
VISITS: ECUMENICAL CENTRE 


(Geneva) - His Imperial Majesty Haile Sellassie, Emperor of Ethiopia, paid a 
formal visit to the Houmenical Centre, headquarters of the World Council of 
Churches, on Wednesday, November 3. 


The Emperor was welcomed by Dr. W. A» Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, 
at a reception in the Centre's main assembly hall. 


speaking in French, the WCC leader paid. tribute to the Emperor's support of 
the cause of Christian unity and to the role African churches, and particul- 
arly the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, are playing in the ecumenical movement. 


He recalled that it was thanks to the Emperor's support that the Ethiopian 

Church was one of the charter members of the World Council of Churches and 

that his assistance had been important ih the establishment of the Lutheran 
World Federation's "Voice of the Gospel" radio network at Addis Ababa. 


He also paid tribute to the Emperor's patronage of the Conference of Oriental 
Orthodox Churches, held in Addis Ababa, which he termed "an important 
spiritual force in the ecumenical movement. 


"AS the representative of a Christian tradition of thousands of years which 

is firmly rooted in the African soil, Your Majesty reminds us that Africa 

has avery great role to play in the Christian world, a role the importance 

of which our movements increasingly realise. When we recall especially the 
history of Christianity in your country, and when we think of the spiritual 
situation of Africa, we cannot but believe that the Christians of Ethiopia hev 
a great and magnificent missionary task to fulfill in that continent." 


The Emperor speaking in Amharic recalled that during his first visit to 

Burope in 1924 he had discussed Christian unity with Dr. Nathan Soderblon, 
Archbishop of Sweden, and that in the years since many of their hopes for 
Christian unity had been realised in the closer collaboration among Christians 
which has made possible the formation of the World Council of Churches. 


He noted that Ethiopian Christians have participated in the ecumenical move- 
ment from its earliest days and that Ethiopia plays host to the Lutheran 
World Federation-sponsored Radio Voice of the Gospel which is located in 
Addis Ababa. v 


This service "has been useful to us not only spiritually, but also in impart— 
ing knowledge to our people and in bringing the message of Christ to many ~” 
lands", he declared. He also recalled discussions of the Patriarchs of. the 
Oriental Orthodox Churches held in Addis Ababa in January of this year and 
said he was confident that their work would not only enrich the work of their 
own churches, but in so doing would contributte to the entire ccumenical 
movement. 


He then added that the task of the WCC was to. help each nan to be "responsible 
for his neighbour, and for his brother. 


The Emperor said the World Council had performed a very important function in 
bringing the churches together and that the collaboration of Christians in 
obedience to the cardinal principles of their faith would result in an 
enriched world in which peace would be strengthened and "God's hope for man 
will come oloser to fulfilment", 


Preceding the reception the Emperor and his five-member entourage took part 
in a brief prayer service in the Centre chapel, led by Father T. Paul 
Verghese, a WCC associate general secretary, who served on the Emperor's 
personal staff from 1956 to 1959. The Emperor was “in Geneva for a bricf 
vacation. i EPS, Geneva. 
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CONTROVERSY OVER 
ARCHBISHOP'S STATEMENT 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury's statement concerning the possible 
use of force in Rhodesia in the event’of a breakdown in negotiations has 
stirred a storm of protest from many quarters and plunged British churches 
into their worst political controversy in years. 


The Anglican Primate told the British Council of Churches meeting last week 
in Aberdeen, Scotland that "if Rhodesia goes over the brink, I agree that it 
is not for us as Christian churches to give the government.advice on what is 
practicable or possible. But if the British overnment thought it practic- 
able to use force for the protection of the rights of the majority of the 
Rhodesian people then I think that as Christians we would have to say it 
would be right to use force." (EPS No. 38). 


Much of the initial furore seems to have been caused by a misunderstanding 
of what the Archbishop actually said. Many critics also questioned the 
right of the Archbishop to speak on the issue at all. 


As an editorial in the Times titled "Duty to Speak" pointed out, the Arch- 
bishop did "not advocate the use of force in the event of unilateral declar- 
ation of independence, nor did he make a policy recommendation to the British 
Government. ~~ What he did was to-pass moral judgement on a hypothetical course 
of action...His statement implies moral approval of the object of British 
policy in Rhodesia and moral approval of one possible means of carrying it 
Outs 


"If (the Archbishop's) critics.are complaining because he spoke unambiguously 
on a large and immediate public issue they are taking a curiously narrow 

view of the Church's mission to the world." While there may be genuine 
reservations about what he said, and it could be -argued that "it was in- 
opportune" it would be "less confused if the participants were to distinguish 
between the Archbishop's right or duty to pronounce and the contents of his 
pronouncement", 


The Guardian noted editorially that the outcry had not come primarily from 
‘pacifi but "from those who, when the occasion suits them, think the Church 
should not meddle in politics and from those (the two categories overlap a 
good deal) who invoke the kinship of the white Bhodesian with themselves". 


‘The Guardian praised the British Council of Churches! statement on Rhodesia 
as an examination of the dilemma in "its full depth" and said the churches 
"surely deserve thanks for doing so. Whether Britain gives an absolute or 
a qualified "No! to the ignoble ambitions of the Rhodesian Front it is a 
moral question on which the churches have a duty to speak." 


Support also came from 32 Labour and three Liberal Members of Parliament who 
congratulated the Archbishop on his "excellent andcourageous" stands 
Conservative politicians, however, described the.speech as "extraordinary" 
and "a cardinal blunder". if aie 


Supporters of the Archbishop's position included Anglican Bishop Mervyn 
Stockwood, of Southwark; the Rev. Nicholas Stacey, Anglican rector of 
Woolwich; the Rev. Douglas Thompson, general secretary of the Methodist 
Missionary Society, and several other Anglican and Free. Church leaders. 


A spokesman for the Roman Catholic Primate John Cardinal Heenan, who is in 
Rome for the Vatican Council, said the Archbishop's statement "was carefully 


worded, one with which we would agree though we hope and expect that force 
will not be needed". 
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Opposition to the statement took several forms: 


A statement issued at Rhodesia House in London accused the Archbishop 

of advocating that "our former comrades-in-arms (be sent) to shoot down their 
own kith and kin". It said it could "only do harm to the negotiations and 
might well jeopardise the chances of finding a satisfactory solution". 


(In Rhodesia it was reported that about 230 persons burncd Bibles in protest 
and intended to send the ashes to Dr. Ramsey. Several Anglican clergy in 
Rhodesia also have issued statements deploring the Archbishop's position). 


In England vandals daubed paint on the main and high altars and wrote "yeace!"! 
in huge red letters on the altar frontal cloth at Canterbury Cathedral. 
Paint also was sprayed on the lectern and Archbishop's chair at York Minster. 
By the weekend all cathedrals in Britain were placed under police guard. 


Churchmen protesting included Canon John Collins of St. Paul's Cathedral of 
London, a noted pacifist and anti-nuclear campaign leader, and Dr. Neville 
Davidson, former moderator of the Church of Scotland. 


In a letter to the Times eleven delegates to the British Council of Churches! 
meeting in Aberdeen explained their reasons for supporting amendments, which 
were later defeated, which would have deleted references in the Council's 
statement to resumption of responsibility by Great Britain and to measures 
which should be taken if negotiations fail. | | 


The supporters of the rejected amendments said they believed "it was not 

for the churches to suggest a course of action which might involve the use of 
force, least of all at a moment when delicate negotiations were in progress and 
when Government and Opposition alike, had studiously refrained from doing so". 
The churches, they said, "should be the last to suggest that to (Rhodesia's) 
present sorrows might be added the agonising possibility of civil war. We 
believe that the churches have a ministry of reconciliation to perform and 

the carrying out of this essential responsibility must not be prejudiced," 


In a television interview in London last Sunday evening the Archbishop was 
asked if he had any second thoughts following the storm his remarks had 


aroused. Dr. Ramsey answered: "My second thoughts are the same as my firs; 
thoughts - that what I said was entirely right. I regret misrepresentation 
of it, because I haven't advocated the use of fovcs, Good heavens, no. 


"T was pleading LOww BL forces of reconciliation led by the Prime Minister 
to. do ‘their work. I-was talking about what might be necessary in certain 
eventualities and that I can repeat and explain more fully if need be." 


Asked what he meant by use of the word "force", the Archbishop said he had in 
mind the possibility that the British Government might have to take over the 
government of Rhodesia and then possibly have to use force to defend its 
authority. | Seah in 

"This is not a matter of invading foreign countries", he told the intervicwer. 
"It is a matter of the responsibility of our country and government for orier 
and progress in certain territories." EPS, Geneva. 
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CHURCHES CRITICISH RULING 
OF WEST GERMAN COURT 


(Wiesbaden, Germany) - A ruling by the Supreme Court of the West German 
state of Hesse limiting prayer in public schools in the state was criticised 
by areca churches as & complete break from the State!s cducational traditions 
and one which threatens "serious consequences". 


The Court ruled that prayers should not be said in state-supported schools 


except in periods set aside specifically for religious instruction. 


It’ said the ruling was in line with the state constitution which says that 
no one can be forced against his will to take part in a religious exercise 
and that to require children to join in morning prayers was a violation Of 
this right. It said the fact that morning prayers wore held represented a 
kind of compulsion because no alternative provision was made for those 
children who did not wish to participate. 


The argument that not to have morning prayers deprived other children of 
their right to practise their religion was fallacious, it said, as these 
children had plenty of opportunity to do so at other times. 


The Court acted.-on the appeal of a Frankfurt couple who had complained their 
gon should not be compelled to attend morning praycrs. 


The Evangelical Church in Hesse and Nassau said the decision could lead to 
replacement of the traditional Christian state schools with schools which 
were indifferent, or even hostile to the Christian messages 


The Council of the Evangelical Church of Kurhessen-Waldeck said it was 
contrary to all traditions which had had the support of parents for many 
generations. Roman Catholic authorities have also expressed concerns 
Msgr. Hermann Berg, head of the Catholic liaison office for governnental 
affairs in Hesse, said it was now plain to Catholic parents that they must 
work for the establishment of Catholic schools. EPS, Genevae 


PRAGUE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE'S 
STATEMENT ON VIETNAM 


(Budapest) -~ Not a military, but a political solution is the only possible 
answer to the Vietnam war, and peace should be sought on the basis of the 
1954 "Geneva Agreement", according to the Advisory Committee of "the Christian 
Peace Conference (Prague). | | 


The 200. delegates to the five-day session said the Geneva agreement could be 
the basis for removal of all foreign troops from South Vietnam. 


The Committee also asked for an end to atonic stockpiling and said inter- 
national disarmament control should be the aim of all Christian peace move- 
mentse It urged the calling of a conference of Buropean nations and of the 
USA to discuss the issue of European security on the basis of existing 
proposals such as the Rapacki and Gromulka plans and those of NATO and the 


Warsaw Pact countries. Theme of the meeting, held here at the invitation of 
the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary, was "Solidarity and Cooperation 
for Justice and Pease". EPS, Genevae 
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IN BRIEF 


Dr.. Kurt. Schmidt-Clausen has been awarded the Great Order of Merit with 
Svar by, the President of the German Federal Republic for his five-years! 
service as general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, The 
decoration was conferred upon him in Geneva on October 28, two days before’ 
his termination of his LWF service to take an executive position in his 
home Lutheran territorial Church of Hannover. 


* *% * 


The New Guinea Hotise of Assembly has passed a bill making the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of New Guinea an incorporated (registered) body. Upon 
Signature of the bill by the Governor General of Australia, it will be the 
first church body in the island trust Aes aatle | to obtain such legal 
recognitions. _ 

“ % * 
A Lutheran World Federation field staff official who was killed in a plane 
crash last February in Tanzania was posthumously awarded the Nansen Medal in 
Geneva on October 25 at a ceremony presided over by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. The medal, given annually for outstanding 
service to the cause of refugees, was received by the widow of Jdrgen 
Nérredan, who at the time of his death was a programme coordinator for the 


‘LWF-operated Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service. 


* x * 


Food, clothing, and blankets are being distributed by the Mennonite Central 
Committee (USA) to homeless victims of recent floods in southwestern Honduras. | 


* * % 


The Rt. Rev. H. Ws Be. Donegan, Episcopal Bishop of New York, reported that 
his support of the civil rights movement has alienated some churchmen and 
resulted in the withdrawal of gifts amounting to millions of dollars which ° 
had been pledged towards completion of the Cathedral Church of St. John 

the Divine, New York. | 


* * * 


Baptist and Greek Orthodox in the state of Massachusetts (USA) are co- 
sponsoring the resettlement of 87 Orthodox refugees from Greece. The 
refugees, of whom more than half are children, are expected to arrive in the 
USA on November 16.: This is the second time the Massachusetts Baptist 
Convention has aided such an inter-confessional venture. Earlier it 
cooperated with Roman Catholics to bring Cuban refugees to the state. 


* % * 


The Christian Medical Society, a US agency, has sent shipments of 63,000 
doses of polio vaccine to Rowen poy free immunisation of children in the 
Kwangju area. . The doses were donated to Kwangju's Christian Hospital by 
the Bli Lilly Company Vee Shipment was arranged by the Mennonite | 
Central Committec. x . 


* % * 
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The British and Foreign Bible Society, which has been barred since 1826 from 
circulating the Apocrypha, has decided: to seek permission from the Privy 
Council of the British government to distribute it "in response to a 

specific request and with the approval of the General Committee in each 
case". The Society said the books of the Apocrypha were of great historical 
importance containing passages of great religious value and that the Bible 
Society should be free to provide these books if and when asked fore 


* x * 


The current edition of the Japan Christian Yearbook reports there are 3,566 
Protestant churches and 1,906 places of worship in Japan served by 44405 
clergy of whom 5,348 are Japanese and 2,057 are from abroad. The total 
number of Protestants in Japan was given as. 443, 7096 


* * * 


French Communist leader Professor Roger Garaundy speaking at a conference 

on international affairs organized by the University of Toronto, said he was 
convinced "the dialogue between Communists and Christians is essential for 
the survival of humanity" and that Communists must reassess their view of 

the Church as an obstacle to progress. | . 


% SE ae 


The Roman Catholic Ecumenical Centre in Montreal has opened a study-retreat 
centre on the shores of Lake Memphremagog to provide a holiday spot at which 
city-dwellers of all churches can follow courses in ecumenical study. 


* * % 


The Conference of Churches (Protestant) of the French-speaking areas of 
Switzerland has established a special inter-cantonal commission to study 
problems of a shortage of pastors in its member churches at home and those 
related to them overseas. | 


* * * 


In Great Britain the Anglican, Free Church, and the Roman Catholic Church 
hospital chaplaincy services have asked the Ministry of Health to establish 
only one chapel in new hospitals for use by all churches. 


* * * 


Exploration of ways to enlarge and expand the study of missions in Methodist 
churches in the USA has been initiated by the denomination's Interboard 
Committee on Missionary Education.» A task force of specialists in both 
missions and education has been established to foster education on the 
missionary task of the church at all age levels. 


* * * 


The Muria Mennonite churches of Indonesia have established a new theological 
seminary in the city of Pati- Hleven students form its first student body. 


* * * 


Correction 


The story entitled "LWF Committee Plans Study of Term 'Hebrew Christian!" 
appearing in the October 7 (No.35) issue of EPS, stated incorrectly that the 
International Hebrew Christian Alliance had sought to have Hebrew Christians 
accorded "a special place" within the Church. The Alliance has informed 
EPS that its concern was not for a "special place", but that "the special 
function of such persons should be recognised". HPS regrets the error and © 
any difficulties it may have caused the Alliance, EPS, Geneva. 
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CHRISTIANS WILL JOIN IN GENERAL 
OBSERVANCE OF PRAYER FOR UNITY WEEK 


(Geneva) - As the quest for Christian unity widens across the breadth df 
the earth, Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, Old Catholic, and Roman Catholic 
Christians around the world will again join in prayer during the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18 - 25, 1966. Exceptions will be 
Christians in Germany and in the Southeran Hemisphere who will observe the 
Week at the time of Pentecost, 


In many communities they will unite in common intercession for "the visible 
unity of all Christians accomplished such as Christ wills and by the means 
Bey wilds hs 


The theme of the 1966 observance will be: "I will be their God and they 
shall be my people" (Ezekicl 37:27). 


The observance is sponsored jointly by the World Council of Churches! 
Commission on Faith and Order and by the Roman Catholic Association for. 
Christian Unity (Association Unité Chrétienne) , Lyon, France. 


As guides to study and prayer both have issued a leaflet which carries 
suggested orders of worship, meditations, and prayers for each. day. Daily 
intercessions include prayers for the unity of all Christians, for ecumeni- 
cal organizations, for specific eaten churche es, for missions, and for 
world peace with justice. 


An introduction to the booklet. nae oa that.as recently as 20 years ago 
only a small. number of people of the different..Christian . communions were 
convinced they ought, to pray especially for Christian UNLtYs 


"Today we have evidence", it says, "that probably millions, . in covery 
continent GL tee ser ta are joining inthis prayere 


"But numbers do not ‘matter very much. . What. ‘matters. is Pahee Gindetiane 
should pray in harmony with their Lord's known will for His Church - that 
they should care more and more as He did for the union of all His .people, 
in truth and in love towards one another, and. in witness to the world.” 


But prayer ‘for unity is not the Christian's only re sponsibility. "Its 
full value ‘can only be recognised when it is accompanied with information 
about the ecumenical movement, with personal reflection, with the cultiva- 
tion of new relationships dnd with ‘action wheré God seems to require it, 


a many places already, Christians are using the Week as a !peint of 

departure' for some or all of these purposes. May it be so more and more 

wherever this leaflet is used. God's time for His people is always now." 
¥ 7 ¥ ° ¥ ’ 

Copies of the leaflet are ava jilable at a Gost per 100 copies of:- 

15se, 9 Swefrsey $2450 (USA). 

English: * Briti'sh Council’ of Churches, 10, Baton Gate, London, S.W.1., and 


World Council of Churches, Room 4595 AT5» Riverside Drive, © 
*New York,’ N.Y. “10027 .’ 


Frenchs World Council of Churches, 150, route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20. 


German : Oekumenische Centrale, Postfach 4024, Bockenheimer Landstrasse 109, 


Frankfurt-—am-—Main,. 


Other languages: apply to your National Council of Churches. 


(An article titled "Unity is Godts Will" written especially for the 1966 
observance is available in "nglish from the WCC's New. York and Geneva 
offices, and in French and German from the Geneva office.) 
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CRITICISM OF ATTITUDES BY 
SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHMEN 


(Johannesburg) - Four Dutch Reformed clergymen and four laymen of the 
Theological Faculty of the University of South Africa (which links corres- 
ponding colleges from South Africa and beyond) have charged that too many 
Afrikaners in practice regard the Church as a "mighty Afrikans people's 
organization" and not as a Church of God. 


In an open letter to the church's clergy, they declared that. from this view 
follows the conclusion that the church must support the Afrikaner in his 
political view and should do nothing which offends the South African 
government. 


But many of the church's ministers are being "condemned as. liberal" because 
they question official government apartheid policy or discrimination in the 
church. é 


-The letter by the eight signers, none of whom reportedly isa members of the 
multi-racial Christian Institute of Southern Africa, was another instance 
of a trend by churchmen in some circles speaking in criticism of government 
policy. 


These were other devclopnentsin the South African scene: 


- Professor Albert Geyser, head of the Divinity Department of the University 
of Witwatersrand, in an article in the South African publication Inspan on 
recent attacks on ministers associated with the Christian Institute, said 
"spiritual murder" is being committed in the name of Christianity by those 
"mudslinger, professional propagandists who use every technique of mass 
hypnosis to violate a good name or character". 


- Die Transvaler, a leading pro-government Afrikans daily declared that "a 
great schism" threatens in the church because Capetown's Groote Kerk, the 
mother church of the Dutch Reformed churches in South Africa, had held a 
multi-racial service in preparation for a visit of British evangelist Eric 
Hutchings who plans an interdenominational crusade in the Republic. 

However, another Afrikaner paper Die Oosterlig, published in Port Blizabev‘th, 
defended the service saying the church was not disloyal to its traditions 
in holding it, but was maintaining "the closest contact with non-white 
daughter churches", 


- Dr. C. F..Beyers Naude, head of the Christian Institute addressed crowds 
of several hundred persons at a series of four mectings organized in 
connection with Bible Week by the Pietermaritzburg Council of Churchese 
An article in the Christian Recorder said his talks "drew aside 'the veil! 
from the minds and hearts of the listeners as they heard of the 'unreconciled! 
situation of so much of South African life thrown into sharp relief by the 
light of the Word". Dr. Naude, it said, "will henceforth be recognised 
by many in Pietermaritzburg as a very great leader in South Africa todays’ 

: EPS, Geneva. 
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UELCA APPROVES AUSTRALIAN 
LUTHERAN UNION DOCUMENT 


(Horsham, Victoria, Australia) - A plan calling for lutheran organic union 
in this country was unanimously adopted here in late October by the 60,000- 
member United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Australia. ; 


The smaller and more conservative of the two participating bodies, the 51,000 
member Evangelical Lutheran Church of Australia, voted approval of the 
Document of Union last March. 


Delegates at the UELCA's 15th triennial synodical convention also passed — 
resolutions directing that "steps for complete amalgamation (of the two 
churches) be taken" and authorising their Church Council to appoint a Joint 
Union Committee to take over from a provisional committee which has been 
acting until now to work out union details. Meanwhile the delegates 
authorised the presidents of the two churches to join in declaring their 
recognition of unity by the mutual extension of altar and pulpit fellowship. 
This formal act is set for November 28. EPS, Genevaa 


YMCA CONCERN FOR INDIGENOUS 
AFRICAN MOVEMENT 


(Addis Ababa) - Development of a genuinely African YMCA programme is the 
Movement!s chief aim in its work on that continent, the secretary general of 
the World Alliance of YMCAs Mr. Fredrik Franklin, declared here. 


Addressing a special consultation on work in Africa attended by delegates from 
some 15 African countries, Mr.. Franklin said that the 'Y! faces a special 
challenge as never before has thore been such a necd for capacity for adaptatio, 


However , he noted part of the Movement's particular genius Lay in its ability 
to adapt to new times, and geographical, and cultural environments. 


The six-day session was chaired by H. E. Endalkachew Makonnen, Minister of 
Commerce: and Industry in Ethiopia and a World Alliance vice-president. 
Observers and guests were present from the YWCA, the United Nations! Economie 
Commission for Africa, the All Africa Conference of Churches, the Orthodox 
and Roman Catholic Churches, and the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva. 


FINNISH FREE CHURCHES ASK FOR 
REVISION OF GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS 


(Helainki) - Greater freedom from government regulations for Free Churches in 
Finland was advocated by a member of the: Finnish Parliament in a speech to 
the third General Free Church Council of Swedish-language churches here. 


Mr. Alwar Sundell, a Baptist from Vasa, said they should not have to pay 
church tax on inheritances and corporations, and the law denying Free Church 
members who are teachers in public schools the right to conduct religious 
education classes should be abolished. 


Another speaker, the Rev. Thorvald Kallstad, a Swedish Methodist and a member 
of the Swedish Parliament, told delegates that Free Churches face "a crisis 
situation" and that some form of union among them is a necessity. EPS, Geneva. 
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REPORT OF LWF VISITORS 
TO RUMANIA 


(Geneva) -.The three members of a delegation of the Lutheran World Federation 
reported ontheirreturn from a visit to Rumania that they were deeply impressed 
with church life in that country, tanec Pea with life in local by saat Be. 
gations. 


The Federation visitors said that more than 4,000 persons had attended 
services, at which they had spoken, in churches in Bucharest, Brasov 
(Kronstadt), Sibiu, and Cluj. 


They said church officials told them between ten and 30 per cent of Lutheran 
church members attend services on a normal Sunday and that weekly Bible 


readings are also held in many large congregations. In the rural areas, it 
was learned that nearly 100 per cent of Lutheran children attend the two-year, 
weekly confirmation courses. In the towns the percentage is lower. 


Their visit was the first official one made by an LWF delegation. It closely 
followed upon the date on which two Lutheran churches of Rumania became 
effective members of the LWF - the 183,000-member German-speaking Evangelical 
Church of the Augsburg Confession and the 35,000-member Evangelical Synodal-. 
Presbyterial Church, which is mostly of Hungarian origin. EPS, .Genevas 


ECLOF MAXES 96 NEW LOANS 
IN 12 COUNTRIES 


(Geneva) - ECLOF, the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund, of the World Counoil of 
Churches, granted 96 new loans in 12 countries during 1964 according to its 
annual report, now published. 


Altogether 397 loans amounting to $436,790 were current in countries at the 
end of the year. During 1964 ECLOF received in gifts and allocations 
$58,917 towards its capital fund. 


Since its inception ECLOF has allocated through its National Committees, 
nearly 1,000 loans. During the past year recently founded National 
Committees of ECLOF in Chile, Kenya, and Portugal began operations. 


Most of ECLOF's loans in 1964 were to help in the construction of churches, 
chapels, and parish centres, but grants were also made towards the cost of 
installing central heating in an Austrian chapel and presbytery, for the 
extension of a YWCA holiday home near Vienna, for the purchase of a printing~ 
press for the Baptist Association of Burma, for the extension of a church | 
school in Spain, and for the building of a Salvation Army summer youth centre 
at Sipoo in Finland. © . EPS, Genevae 


MADRID ENGLISH-LANGUAGE CONGREGATION 
TO HAVE CHURCH BUILDING 


(Madrid) - The English-language Baptist church of Madrid. has acquired a 
former residence near the Avenue of America, a major boulevard leading to the 
Barcelona highway, which it plans to remodel and use as its house of worship. 
The congregation now occupies a rented apartment house... 


This will be the first Baptist church in the country to have a building, 
standing alone and detached from other buildings, clearly indicated as a 
church, , 


Harlier the congregation was the first Baptist church in Spain allowed to 
have a sign on the front of its meeting place identifying it as a church. 
cae ; | EPS, Geneva. 


Bi ai hoe Race, Ree has 
Babs tattitne a he  oe 
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CATHOLIC "NATURAL LAW" POSITION 
CRITICISED BY U.S. CHURCH LEADER 


(Detroit) - A top executive of the United Church of Christ said here he 
found it strange that the Roman Catholic Church's strong emphasis on "what 
its theology terms !natural law! does not seem to take account of the 
tnatural law! imposed by the exhaustability of nature". . 


Dr. Truman B. Douglass, executive vice president of the church!s Homeland 
Ministries Board, speaking to the Board's annual meeting, declared that while 
technology can extend the capacity of the natural world to maintain life 

"at some point there is a limit to the capacity of the environment to sustain 
human life in health and well-being. 


"Which application of ‘natural law! does God prefer, I wonder - that we use 
our understanding of nature's laws to restrict the rate of population 

increase by conscious intent, or that we submit the human race to the cruel 
natural law! of famine, war, and pestilence?" . 


Referring to Pope Paul's United Nations speech in which the Pontiff spoke o 
the need for more bread, but added "let us not irrationally Limit by 
artificial means the number of persons we shall welcome to the banquet of 
life", Dr. Douglas said the statement "begged at least three questions at 
once. 


"What is meant by 'persons!? What. constitutes a banquet? To what extent 
is the artificial to be equated with the irrational? . 


"Ts existence on just any level superior to non-existence? For how many 
persons is life far from being ‘a banquet! ? Ie it life) on’ any terme \shast 
is the supreme value; or is it personhood? 


"Tt may be ‘artificial! to prevent pregnancy or to interrupt it once it has 
begun. But is it any léss tartificial’ to deny man knowledge of the 
processes of nature and compel’ him to have offspring that are unwanted and — 
cannot be cared for. Is God any more present in the processes of re- 
production than He is in the knowledge that makes possible the control of 
reproduction? Is God more pleased with six starved babies than He is with 
the two well-nourished babiest If we think He is, then we are not 
worshipping God but Moloch." EPS, Geneva. 


SEVEN-~DENOMINATION UNION 
ENDORSED BY NORTH INDIA CHURCH 


(Bombay) ~ The General Assembly of the United Church of Northern India (UCNT) 
has approved a plan of union that would involve seven Protestant churches in 
north India. The plan will now be submitted to 26 regional church councils 
for approval before the end of the year. | 


Churches participating in the negotiations, in addition to the UCNI, are: 
The (Anglican) Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon; the Methodist 
Church of Southern Asia, the Methodist Church of North India; the Baptist 
Church, the Church of the Brethren; and the Disciples of Christ. The 
Methodist Church has also approved the plan. 


The United Church is itself a union of Presbyterians, the American Evangeli- 
cal Church; the Congregational Churches in Bengal, and the Moravian Brethrene 
EPS, Genevas 
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U.S. CHURCHMEN'S POSITIONS 
ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


(Sts Louis) -~ The Sixth World Order Study Conference held under auspices of 
the National Council of Churches! International Affairs Commission, adopted 
resolutions on a wide range of current problems. Statements approved by 
the 600 clergy and lay delegate experts on international affairs included 
these: 


China. The U.Se should cease opposition to China's membership in the 
United Nations "without prejudice to its own policy of diplomatic recog- 
nition and under conditions that take into account the welfare, security, 
and future political status of Taiwan". The U.S. also should give careful 
study to "regularising diplomatic communication" with China. 


Divided Nations such as Germany, Vietnam, and Korea should be represented 
in the United Nations without prejudice to possible unification of these 
countries. 


United Nations. The "principle reliance" for peace enforcement should be 
placed with the U.N. and the U.S. should "remove its reservation to the 
acceptance of the compulsory jurisdiction of the International Court", 


Vietnam. The U.S. should seek an "immediate beginning" of negotiations 

to end the conflict. Bombing of North Vietnam should be halted and while 
the present military action continues bombing in South Vietnam should be 
restricted to strictly military targets. The U.N. should convene a 
conference to explore settlement of "long-term" issues which will include 
participants from "all interested governments, with representation from 
the National Liberation Front". It added: "As wé think of Asia we should 
not continue to confuse the magnitude of our military power with its 
relevance, Failure to make this distinction couid prove to be disastrous. 
The use of more and more force that destroys more and more villages can be 
self-defeating as well as cruel for it weakens the stamina of the nation 
which we seek to rescue from communism and which will have great difficulty 
in preserving its independence. Our anti-communist absolutism should not 
blind us to the possibility that a form of national communism or. other 
authoritarian society might under certain circumstances be better for such 
a nation than oon e: of anarchy and destruction and of failure to meet its 
social needs." 


Rhodesia. Rhodesia should gain independence only when "effective guarantees 
are provided for participation of the African majority in the government and 
all aspects of the country's life". 


Right to Dissent. "...The individual should not only be allowed to express 
his convictions, but must be protected in his right to do so, even though 
his views conflict with pcepular opinion or are critical of government 
policy or action," 


The ecumenical weekly Christian Century commenting on the meeting in a 

lead editorial titled "Mindless and Mute" noted that the conference could 
speak only for itself and not for the NCC international affairs commission 
under whose auspices it was held, and that the commission in turn was not 
empowered to speak for the NCC or the NCC to speak for its constituent ; 
bodies» 
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"In such limitations of authority there are merits which Protestants right- 
fully refuse to sacrifice to efficiency and unanimity", the Century said. 
"But the unwillingness of Protestants to appoint and accept representative 
spokesman within and for their churches is attended by a grave danger ~ that 
posed by the refusal of Christian people to speak concertedly for themselves 
as Christians. Fearing the conflicts and divisions that rise when an 
effort is made to obtain a Christian consensus on controversial issues, 

most of the Protestant churches stand mindless and mute before the great 
events which shake the ecclesiastical, cultural, and social foundations of 
our time." ; 


It may be, it added, that U.S. Christians have been so thoroughly absorbed 

into the fabric of society that it would be impossible to obtain a Christian 

: opinion on anything. And it may be that the churches "have no mind to 
speak" or that they have nothing to say about world affairs which "the world 
cannot say just as well", 


Nevertheless, other methods must be Felina "even though in to. 
process we run the risk of conflict and division. Better turmoil in the 
church than total irrelevance." - .- BPS, Geneva. 


PORTUGUESE GATHOLICS ASSAIL 
GOVERNMENT POLICIES 


(Lisbon) ~ Last week, three days before National Aarenbir Likeii ous from 
which all opposition candidates had withdrawn their names, a group of 100 
prominent Portuguese Roman Catholics issued a "testimonial" denouncing the 
government for "systematically offending and violating" Catholic values. 


The statement declared that "it is a scandal for which all we Portuguese 
Catholics will one day have to account that for 40 years the name of Christ 
has been used as a cloak for embittered nationalism and totalitarian attitudes 
which should disgust any Christian conscience". 


-It said the country has an electoral procedure without dignity and truth" 
and that-it followed a policy responsible for the country's low intellectual 
standards. 


The .New York Times reported many of the signatories are believed to be the 
nucleus of the new and still illegal Christian Democratic Party formed 
secretly in Listjon last May. 


(On the eve of the election a counter statement, apparently drafted in great 
haste, was issued by 327 pro-government Catholics who described signers of’ 
the "testimonial" as being "chained to Moscow". ) EPS, Genevae 


FOUR SENTENCED TO DEATH IN 
SWISS MISSIONARIES MURDER 


(Yaoundé) - A military tribunal has sentenced four men to death for the 
murder of two Swiss missionaries. One of the four was National Assembly 
deputy Thaddee Nya Nana. (EPS No. 360) 


The court also sentenced six others to hard labour for life as accomplices. 
One person was acquitted. 


The missionaries who were killed at Bangangté, about 190 miles west of 
Yaoundé, in August, were Mme. Gerard Markhoff, wife of a Protestant pastor, 
and Roland Wald*ogel, a teacher. 


The murders occur: Se one of the condemned men wanted tha jov in the 


. 


local school held by Monsi-r Val.dvogel. Mmo. Markhoff was killed because i 


she was at the scene. | ; i EPS, Geneva. — 
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USA SURVEY TEAM REPORTS 
ON REFUGEE NEEDS IN VIETNAM 


(New York) - Members of a six-man survey team representing Ue S. church- 
related and other voluntary relief agencies sent to Vietnam by President 
Johnson have reported an anticipated mounting number of refugees will 
require widespread expansion of their services, 


They said some 1,000,000 refugees are anticipated by the end of the year, _ 
more than triple the number which existed in May of this year. 


Mr. Hugh D. Fariey, associate secretary of the Division of orebueke Ministries 
of the National Council of Churches, who headed the team for the ten-day 
visit, reported that especially additional personnel is needed. 


He said present aid work in the war-torn nation "is being handled erty 
maximum efficiency by both governmental and non-governmental agencies". 


Mr. Bernard Confer, executive secretary of Lutheran World Relief, noted that 
the USA and South Vietnam governments are in the process of reorganizing 
their refugee services to meet the growing need, but that voluntary agencies 
have a definite role in meeting need "particularly to those pockets of 
people missed by eee aa programmes which, by i tela Sade have @ mass 
approach". . 


A third member of he team, Dr. Willard S. Krabill, Cee ene tne the .Mennonite 
Central Committee, reported that many of the refugees are "not necessarily. 
more needy than other segments of the population" and that "what is required 
is a programme aimed at the overall needs of the Vietnamese people, not jus t 
the refugees". “ } EPS, Geneva. 


USA PRESBYTERIANS PLAN STUDY : 
CENTRE FOR SPANISH-SPEAKING AMERICANS 


(New York) - The nation's two major Presbyterian Churches have announced ° 
plans to establish an Hispanic-American Institute in Austin, Texas, for 
research and training of church personnel working with Spanish-speaking 
Americans. : 


The two churches ~ United Presbyterian Grdison in the USA, and the Presbyterian 
Church, Vesey - hope py ooetadly the centre will be Te Md ee elt aE map tk 
supported. 


The ‘contre will work with other churches to seek a more unified ministry in 
this field , will provide training for laymen, and will establish a graduate 
degree programme at Austin Presbyterian (u.s.) Theological Seminary for 
pastors and seminary professors from Latin America, along with a limited 
mutual exchange programme of Latin American Protestant leaders in the. USA 


and Latin America. It also'will promote a missionary training programme 


to extend "beyond national boundaries". 


Plans for.the centre, which will be the first of its kind in the USA, origin-— 
ated with trustecs of the Austin Seminary. In addition to. Seminary 
facilities, the Centre will have access to the extensive Latin American studies 
library at the University of Texas and the natural advantages of geographical 
proximity to’ Mexico. It is scheduled to open next June. EPS, Genevae 
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WORLD. YMCA/YWCA WEEK OF PRAYER 
AND FELLOWSHIP, NOVEMBER 14-20 


(Geneva) - YMCA and YWCA movements throughout the world will observe 
November 14-20 as the Week of Prayer and World Fellowship. Theme for 
this 98th annual observance is "Yes Lord", 


A message from the presidents of the two world organizations draws attention 
to prayer as "communication at the deepest and most significant level of 
human life. ‘It is the essence of man's outreach towards God, and God's 
“eternal loving concern towards His creatures, His creation". The message 
continues: 


"The assent of the human heart to God's intention - "Yes Lordt - seems simple 
to say, yet it is hard to achieve. It is the-supreme challenge of life to 
every’ one of us, that we should be found willing to say 'Yes Lord! in complete 
obedience to Him who made us, who is throughout all time and space the 

Eternal Lord and our loving Heavenly Father. 


"In all ages, and amongst all people there is found this universal need for 
prayer, this impulse of the human heart, It is part of our nature, even 
though it may be- denied. In face of disaster, responsibility, anxiety. or 
grief, the instinctive need to pray becomes evident. | What prayer can do 

is seen in-the- lives of those whe pray — and who live in a close relation- 
ship with the God whom they worship. In these days of change and infinite 
possibility, may we all be found ready to respond to the call of God, saying 
gladly and meaningfully: 1tYes Lord!". 


JA booklet available in several languages prepared jointly by the two Movements 
provides suggested prayers, meditations, and Scripture readings for the Week 


as well as a "Bible Reading Plan" for the year. The meditations were 
prepared by YMCA/YWCA groups in South Africa, Germany, Mexico, Korea, Canada, 
and Australia. EPS, Geneva. 


CONSERVATIVES NAMED TO CAPE 
PROVINCE CHURCH LEADERSHIP 


(Capetown) - The election of two "conservatives" to top posts in the Dutch 
Reformed Church ofthe Cape Province of South Africa confirm what is now 
regarded as a growing trend towards conservatism in that church: 


Named as new moderator by an overwhelming majority was the Rev. Stephanus 
Gericke, The Reve As P. Treurnich, editor of the church*ts official 
Journal Die Kerkbode, was named assistant moderator. 


Pastor Gericke recently testified before the International Court at the 
Hague that he saw nothing un-Christian in the application of apartheid. 
(EPS Nos 374) ie . sBPS ¢ «Geneva. 


CHURCH OFFICIALS PROTEST AGAINST 
COURT RULING ON SCHOOL PRAYERS 


(Wiesbaden) - Officials of the Evangelical Church in Hesse and Nassau, West 
. Germany, are planning "immediate conversations" with Hessian state leaders 
to protest against the recent Supreme Court ruling banning prayers in state- 
supported schools except at times specifically set-aside for religious 
instruction. (EPS No. 39.) 


The Hessian government is reported to have received hundreds of letters fron 
parents of school-age children criticising the decision, HPS, Genevas 


~~ 
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QUAKER IMMOLATION 
WAS VIETNAM PROTEST 


(Washington, D.C.) - The .action,of a 31-year-old Quaker executive fron 
Baltimore who set himself on:fire was a protest against U.S. involvement 
in Vietnam, his wife later told reporters, 


The death of Norman R. Morrison occurred outside the Pentagon only 50 feet 
below the office of Defence Secretary, Robert S. McNamara, who was unaware 
ef the tragedy. But BROUR SRE of sa ea on their way home witnessed 
the immolation. . | 3 : Md 
Mrs. Morrison said her husband was nppoteebine against our government's 
deep military involvement in this war. He felt that all citizens must 
speak their convictions about our country's action. 


"He was convinced that the control and ultimate elimination of war is 
imperative in this country. He considered war itself - and the hatred and 
passions it inspired ~ as the real enemies of the people of Vietnam and the 
United States. He gave his life as a witness to this belief." 


* x * 


The tragedy served to highlight growing discussion zoe protests about USA 
involvement in the Vietnam war. On November 27 25, 000 denonstrators fron 
all parts of the nation are expected to participate in a "March on Washington 
for Peace in’ Vietnam" at which Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., will be one of 
the speakers. i 


There has also been an increased interest in conscientious: objections The 
Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors, Philadelphia, reported a 
land-office business for its "Handbooks for Conscientious Objectors". 


Various church groups have issued statements supporting the rightsof legal 
protest of government policies and of persons who decline military service 
for sincere, reasons of conscience... There also has been general condemnation 
of such illegal acts as burning of draft cards, but no clear consensus has 
emerged about how to handle objectors to this specific war. EPS, Genevae 


CRITICISM OF -C4ECH JOURNAL FOR 
PUBLICATION OF RELIGIOUS MATERIAL 


(Prague) - Literarny Noviny, the official journal of the Czech governnent— 
sponsored Authors Association has come to the defence of another Czech 

journal which has been under fire for publishing excerpts from religious books 
and art work on religious themes. Government officials have claimed that use 
of such material is detrimental to national aims. « 


Literarny Noviny said publication of such material by the journal Tvar (The 
Face) should be permitted since all periodicals in the country are state - 
financed and some leeway must be given to individual publications to raise 
controversial issues. - | oe any _ EPS, Geneva. 


FIRST NATION-WIDE BAPTIST 
CRUSADE IN SPAIN 


(Madrid) ~ More than 600 persons made a "profession of faith" during Spain's 
first nation-wide evangelistic crusade. Crusade theme was "Christ Says, 
'I an the Way'", (HPS No. 38!) ° : | , 


Forty Six Aye ee can and mission An a of the. Baptist Et on cooperated in 
the campaign and overflow congregations were reported throughout. the country. 
Advande rallies, held in Barcelona, Alicante, Valoncia,, Jativa, and Madrid, 
were marked by "unusual personal dedication"! by local church members who 
a pledged escent: i to pray and visit on behalf of the crusades EPS, Geneva, 


GEE SO ee 
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PROTESTANTS ADDRESS 
R.«C. MISSION BODY 


(Olten, Switzerland) - Two Protestant mission leaders were speakers at 

the general assembly of the Swiss Roman Catholic Missionary Council 
attended by some 80 delegates representing agencies with 2,000 missionaries 
in the field. 


Monsieur Jacques Rossel, president of the Basel Mission and Monsieur 

Bs Zurcher, of the Mission Department of the Protestant churches of French- 
speaking Switzerland, described the work of their organizations to the 
Roman Catholic mission specialists. EPS, Geneva. 


IN BRIEF 


The East Asia Christian Conference has shifted the sites of two meetings 
scheduled in December because of difficulties in the national scenes of the 
countries involved. The meeting on the "Confessional Movement and the 
Churches of Asia", originally scheduled in Calcutta, will now be held at 
Kandy, Ceylon, December 6-8, The BACG's annual Executive and Staff meeting, 
scheduled in Djakarta, also has been transferred to Ceylon, and will be held 
December 10-14. 


* * * 


Yugoslavia's four Lutheran churches have opened a new $94,500 training. 
centre for pastors and laymen at Novi Sad. Lutherans in the USA, Sweden, 
Germany, Finland, Denmark, and Norway contributed through the inter-church 
aid programme of the Lutheran World Federation. 


* * * 


Three Baptist Associations in North Carolina have adopted resolutions 
condemning the resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan. In sinilar statements the 
three — the Little River, the South Roanoke, and the Cullom Associations - 
declared the Klans racial policies were "un-Christian", deplored the burning 
of the Cross, and warned members to have nothing to do with it. sone 

areas of North Carolina have generally been considered Klan strongholds. 


a % * 


A delegation of Soviet youth has completed a two-week visit in West Germany 
as guests of the YMCA in Hamburg. Their visit included meetings with 
governnent leaders, attendance at 75th 1Y! anniversary celebrations, 
receptions, and sight-seeing. 


¥* * * 
The two Protestant churches in the Swiss Canton of Vaud - the National and 


the Free Church - which recently decided to unite have announced they will 
create a seminary of practical theology for students ‘who have finished 


their academic study and completed one year's work in a) parish. Subjects 
in the three-month course will include psychology, nissiology church order, 
ecumenism, mass media, and the fine arts. A fourth month will be spent . 


working in a hospital’. 

% % % 
Two Sovict Baptist leaders have paid a two-week visit to West Germany and 
West Berlin at the invitation of Free Church congregations there. The 
visitors were the Rev. Alexander Karev, general secretary Of vee Virion oe 


Evangelical Christian Baptists of the USSR, and the Rey. Konstantin 
Valiseychik, a church superintendent. 


*  * * : 
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An Australian government agency, the Snowy Mountains Authority, will build 

a church in the wild mountain area for use by Roman Catholics, Anglicans, 

and Presbyterians. th & Authority, which is responsible for the hydro- 
eleetric irrigation, project, one of the largest such undertakings in the 
world, will pay for the ehurch but the building will be designed by architects 
chosen cooperatively by the three churches. 


x * * 


In Brasilia Teimos, a suburb of Recife, Brazil, non-salaried volunteers are 
conducting 87 weekly adult education classes in private homes for students 
ranging from teenagers to grey-haired grandparents. The classes are part 
of a pilot project being conducted in sonnection with a five-year literacy 
crusade launched recently by Brazilian and USA governments under direction 
of Agnes Erskine College, in Recife, a Presbyterian Church-related institution. 


% * *% 


The Women's General Conference of the Presbyterian Church in the Congo has) 
held what is described as one of its most important meetings since independ- 
ence -in 1960. Délegates representing churches of the Congo's Kasai Province 
met for a week to’discuss the theme "Prayer Establishes Unity Through Love", 


*% x x 


FIDES, the Roman Catholic news’ service, reports the Redemptorist Fathers in 
Tokyo have launched a campaign to "unite all Christians" in the city in a 
"Christmas Cheer" programme, Plans call for a day's outing during the 
Christmas season for 2,000 persons, most of them non-Christian, from the 
city's orphanages, hospitals, and other welfare institutions, 


* * * 


Twenty-one Roman Catholic prelates from nine Latin American countries have. 
spent four days at. the famous Protestant monastic community of Taizé, France. 
Headed by Raul Cardinal Silva Henriquez, Archbishop of Santiago, Chile, the 

' prelates were greeted on their arrival by Pastor Roger Schutz, prior of 
Taizé, and a group of 4O young Latin American students who are studying at 
the University of.Paris. The bishops came to France during a recess of the 
Second Vatican Councils Countries represented were Chile, Argentina, 
Uruguay, Paraguay, Ecuador, Peru, Brazil, Honduras, and Mexico. 


*& *% *% 


A crucial shortage of personnel for the Methodist Church (TSA) was reported 

to its Committee on Christian Vocations. The report said the church requires 
approximately 9,000 additional persons each year for church—related 
occupations, including 2,100 ministers, 550 missionaries, 250 Christian 
education directors, 1,230 college teachers and leaders of students, and 

5,000 for medical and social service. 


* * * 
A "Tourist Bible" with the Gospel of St. Mark in German, English, and French 


has been published in Frankfurt Germany by an organization called "Action 
1965" and is being promoted by the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). 


gh elie aeis ikea 
The German-speaking part of Resurrection Lutheran Church in Caracas - the 


mother congregation of Lutheranism in Westnet ed - has celebrated its lOOth 
anniversarye 
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Dr» Martin Luther:King, Jr., has accepted an invitation from the National 
Union of South African Students, if he is granted a visa, to address a 


meeting’ in Durban. The Union has 19,500 students as members and, with the 
exception of some churches, is the largest multi-racial organization in,the 
Republic. a ‘ : 


%: x Ke 


A thousand Christian pastors from rural areas of South Korea met in Seoul 

for five days of discussions of subjects ranging from ways of increasing 

the churches! membership to methods of raising agricultural production. - The 
Korean Pastors Conference was held under joint auspices of the Korean "Nation- 
wide Evangelistic Campaign, 1965", and World Vision, Inc. An estimated 73 

per cent of Korea's Christians live in rural areas. 


* * * 


Methodist Bishop John Wesley Lord, of Washington, D.C., has urged that 
churches be established on a non-denominational basis in the ten villages in 
the projected City of Columbia to be built in the Howard County area of the 
adjacent state of Maryland. Bishop Lord said his own church would co- 
.operate fully and was prepared to make a large investment. 


* * * 


Anglican: Archbishop of York, Dr. Fe D. Coggan, completed a visit to the | 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) by crossing from West Berlin to Hast 
Berlin where he addressed 60 theological students. Later he talked with - 
six East German bishops and held discussions with the bishops and other- 
churchmen. Dr. Coggan made the visit in his capacity as president of: the 
United Bible Societies. 


* * * 


_ For the first time since its completion 1,500 years ago, the Talmud, the 
basic collection of Jewish Law, will be accessible to rank-and-file students 
of Judaisne The United Synagogue of America, the association of more than 
800 conservative congregations in the United States, has announced that it 
will publish an annotated English translation of the Talmud from the original 
Hebrew and Aramaic. It is expected to run to almost 50,000 pages and take 


twenty years to complete, . - 


* * * 


Dr. Efraim Andergon, a retired Swedish pastor, has been named to. a 
two-year appointment as professor of Theology at the University of Yaoundé, 
Cameroons He has been a missionary in. the Congo for twenty years. The 
Faculty of Protestant Theology in Yaoundé provides theological training for 
indigenous Protestant pastors in French-speaking Africa. 


* * ira 


The Baptist Union of Scotland's Assembly in annual session in Glasgow voted 
to affiliate with the newly-formed Scottish Council of Churches, but by a 
small majority declined an invitation from the Church of Scotland to share 
in an interdenominational consultation of Scottish churches. 


% ¥ * 
Roman Catholic news sources reported the last remaining Roman Catholic Bishop 
in the southern Sudan has been forced to flee and is now in Uganda. They 


said Bishop Ireneus Dud, a native of the Sudan, was believed to have been ° 
under house arrest for some time being fleeing.. EPS, Genevae 
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BCUMENICLL CALENDAR 


November — December 1965 


World YWCA Conference on Work with 
Youth in:North America and the 
Caribbean 


United Bible Societ ios Church Leaders 


Conference of the Netherland Bible Society 


World YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer and World 
Fellowship 


WCC, DICARWS Divisional Committee Meeting 


UBS, Union of Evangelical Bible Societies 
UBS, Worldwide Bible Reading 


Conference of Huropean Churches Meeting 


General Board National: Council of 
Churches (USA) 


WSCF EHuropean Strategy Working Group 


WCC, Exeoutive Committee, U.S. Conference 
for the World Council of Churches 


WCC, Annual Meeting, Friends of the World 


Council of Churches, Inc, 


Planning Committee of Asia WSCF Ecumenical 


Strategy Consultation and Planning 
Committee of second Asian Leadership 
Training Course 


BACC—WSCF Joint University Teachers 
Committee meeting 


WSCF -— Ceylon-Pakistan-India Leadership 
Training Course 


WSCF ~ Bible Study Leadership Training 
Seminar 


* * * 
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Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service 


Bast Asia Christian Conference 
United Bible Societies 

World Council of Churches 

World Student Christian Federation 
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(World Alliance of the) Young Men's Christian Associations 
(World) Young Women's Christian Association 
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WCC's CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
WILL MEET IN GENEVA 


(Geneva) - The annual meeting of the 100-member policy-making Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches will be held in Geneva, 
February 8 - 17, 1966. 


It will be the Committee's first meeting in the WCC's headquarters city, » 
although previous meetings have been held in other parts of Switzerland. 
Sessions will be held in the new Ecumenical Centre dedicated in July, 1965. 


The Committee represents the WCC's 214 full member and eight "associate 
member" churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Cathelic 
communions around the world. "Associate members!" are those churches with 
less than 10,000 members. Roman Catholic observers appointed by the 
Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of’ Christian Unity will attend. 


Theme of the meeting will be "The Ecumenical way and the Specific Role of 
the World Council of Churches", Speeches and papers will re-examine the 
wWCC's functions and responsibilities in light of the great changes which have 
taken place in the ecumenical situation since the WCC was formed in 1948. 


One of ‘the ‘major:actions will be election of a successor to the WCC's general 
secretary Drv W.:As Visser 't Hooft, who has held the top executive post 
since the formation of the World Council in 1948. Dr. Visser 't Hooft, 

who is -65, ‘has ‘been asked by the Central Committee to continue until his 
successor is appointed. 


The nominee or nominees will be presented to the Central Committee by a 
special 18- member Nominating Committee appointed ‘by the Central Committee at 
its last meeting held in Enugu, Nigeria, January, 1965. Chairman of this 
committee is Anglican Bishop John Sadiq, of Nagpur, India. The election 
will take place in closed session and no announcement of the slate will be 
made in advance. 


The Committee sessions ‘will open at 4:00 PM-on February 8 following a 
half-hour worship service in the Centre chapel. At the first session annual 
reports will be presented by Committee chairman Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New 
York, fattupey of the Lutheran Church in America; and by Dr- Visser '% 
Hooft. - a ty 


In sessions following the Nae cee will receive reports dealing withs 


- Relations with the Roman Catholic Church including special reports on 
sessions of the joint WCC-Roman Catholic working committee which will have 
held two meetings by that’ Bie ie and from the WCO's observers to the Second 
Vatican Council. > 


- Relations with "conservative evangelicals" outside WCC membership. 


- Plans for. the World. Conference on: Soe itoe and veh neh to’ be held in July, 
1966, in Geneva, 


~ International affairs from its Commission of the Churches on ‘International 
Affairs dealing with world trouble spots including Vietnam and Rhodesia, and 
also with nuclear weapons! testing and stockpiling. 


- Application for membership from several churches. 


The meeting of the Central Committee will be preceded by meetings of 
committees of several WCC divisions and departments starting at the end of 
January All of these advance meetings will be closed. 


ote to editors: Committee plenary sessions will be open to press. 
Application for press accreditation should be sent to: Department of 


Information, World Council of Churches, 150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 20, 
Switzerland. ) Eis, Geneva. 


‘ 
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UNION OF THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 
RESOURCES ASKED 


(Atlantic City, N.J.) - The union of Protestant and Roman Catholic theo- 
logical education resources in both the USA and overseas was advocated by 
Dr. Lynn Leavenworth, director of the American Baptist Convention's 
theological education departuent, in a speech heres 


"Tt makes no sense", he told-the annual meeting of the Council on 
Theological Education of the United Presbytérian Church in ‘the USA, "to have 
Baptist, Methodist, Episcopal, and Presbyterian seminaries”. . ‘Seminary st 
training should be changed so that by 1970 "seminary sraduates will no 
longer -be headed for this or that church's work", 


A Roman Catholic observer at the pai ate Father Boland B Murphy, of the 
Catholic University of America, said he agreed with the proposal, but was not 
“optimistic” about .implementing it, as far as Roman Catholic institutions 
were concerned. — EPS, Genevae 


NEW SURVEY OF 

"BELIEVERS" IN USSR 

(Io scow) - A survey published by the Communist Party journal Kommunist of 3 
workers in an industrial town showed that 10 per cent are "religious . 
believers". 


The magazine regretted that some members of the intelligentsia - doctors, 
teachers, and engineers-have stopped regarding religion as an ideological 
opponent and indicated that questioning children at school about their 
families! religious ‘practices has helped to direct the Communist Party! Ss 
atheist propaganda. 


The survey in which ‘participation was voluntary, was carried out among 
13,000 families or approximately half the inhabitants of the town of Shuya,. 
Of those questioned 10 per cent declared that they were believers, but the 
investigators found after further questioning that 8 per cent were waverers 
and only two per cent.were firmly convinced believers. EPS, Genevas 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL DIALOGUE 
WITH MUSLIMS IN INDIA 


(Bombay) - Nine Christians of various churches and nine Muslims have held’ 
‘four-day discussions here on faith and morals. 


The initiative for the discussions, held at the headquarters of the, National 
Christian Council, Nagpur, came from the Henry Martyn Institute of Islamic 
Studies, a Methodist foundation in whose work Christians of various churches 
participate. . The Indian Institute of Islamic Studies, a Muslim establish- 
ment, in New Dehli, welcomed the plan. The Roman Catholic representative 
at the discussions was Father Parmananda Divarka, SeJs, pagel ies of the 
Newman Institute in Bombay 


A report said fiat "in four short days remarkable advances were made in . 
mutual understanding and good will, and both sides agreed that the dialogue 
must. continue. The Christians, for their part, saw the great possibilities 
of the intellectual apostolate, which has often been depreciated in India 
by comparison with the more obvious results of work among the uneducated..." 
masses; they also’saw the advantages of ecumenical collaboration in such: a 
venture, both from the missionary point of view and for a better under-. -.: 
standing among Christians through a common confrontation of difficulties -*. 
raised by non—Christianse" EPS, Geneva. 
Fane "RE Sey OR iN ce? ae 
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TATWAN CHURCHES PLAN 
JOINT ACTION FOR MISSION 


(Tainan, Taiwan) - Representatives of four major Taiwan churches - Presbyt- 
erian, Anglican, Methodist, and Lutheran - have recommended that their 
churches and cooperating boards combine their programmes and resources for a 
united mission in that island. Fi 

Meeting here they urged that ete 9} much as in them lies they covenant to 

act jointly in Taiwan for Christ's mission to His world and that increasingly 
in this mission, the burdens should be jointly borne and the resources 
jointly used". | 


The consultation also recommended that advantage be taken of a new atmosphere of 
friendliness with Taiwan Roman Catholics and that Protestant and Roman 

Gatholic leaders should meet to discuss relationships, particularly with 
regard to educational work and programmes in rural mountain areas. — 


The recommendations were the climax of an intensive 12-month joint survey of 
the overall situation in Taiwan and the churches! witness in that nation in 
which Christians, despite phenomenal growth in the past decade, constitute 
only 4% of the total population. 


The year-long study dealt with economic and social development, problems of 
rural and urban areas, education and medical services, and the churches’ 
programmes of evangelism and mission outreach work. It was the most 
intensive survey ever undertaken by Taiwan churches. 


The theme of the entire research project and of the meeting here was "Into 
the Second Century Together", indicating the fact that Taiwan churches are 
now entering their second 100-year period. It was initiated under the 
Joint Action for Mission programme of the Bast Asia Christian Conference. 


The consultation also recommended establishment of a joint inter-church centre 
in Taipei and the establishment of centres for community research and 
experiment to meet the rapidly changing conditions in agricultural areas. 


One of the first concrete results of the meeting was the decision jointly to 
publish a weekly newspaper to be called the Christian Tribune. 


In another action the consultation recommended that the East Asia Christian 
Conference give special attention to the needs of the 15,000,000 Chinese 
scattered in countries of southeast Asia. It said 2 programme should 
include establishment of a secretariat with "mobile headquarters" in either 
Taiwan or Hong Kong to aid churches of the Chinese diaspora overcome their 
isolation by promoting integration with churches in the country of residence. 
EPS, . Genevae 


AFRICAN ANGLICAN GIVES UP HOPE OF 
SENDING CHILDREN TO CHURCH SCHOOL 


(Capetown) — An African, an: Anglican church warden and school teacher who 
has been trying for several years to get one of his three children into a 
white church school, announced here he has given up "in despair" of all hope 
of succeeding. 


% 


Mr. J. S. Thomas, who has made three attempts to get one of his daughters 
accepted by the all-white Anglican Herschel School for Girls, to .test the 
'gmcerity" of the Anglican position that racial discrimination in church 
schools is indefensible, said he had abandoned plans to have his daughter, 
Rona,'9, enrolled there. Another daughter, 13-year-old Nora, was denied 
acceptance in the same school earlier this year on grounds that she failed 
the entrance examination. Se -EPS, Genevas 


P * 
7 . ¥ 
r i ae 


No. 41 - 18th November, 1965 5 


WARNING AGAINST DISINTEGRATION 


OF EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 


(Geneva). ~ The Committee on Christian Responsibility for European 
Cooperation has warned that Europe faces a "crisis" in its trend towards 
disintegration and “general relapse into old style nationalism". 


In a strongly worded letter addressed to all churches and Christian councils 
in Europe the Committee declared that this danger faces the continent "at 
the very time when the power of Europe is being augmented for good or Btu abe 


"Therefore all forces must be mobilised to overcome the Huropean impasse. 
Our deeds and omission of today could sow the seeds of developments which 
would be irreparable tomorrow and which in ten or fifteen years could 
produce a bitter crop for the whole of mankind", it declared. 


The letter was prepared by the Committee at a session two weeks ago in 
London, but made public here only this week. 


The Committee was formed in 1950 and eonsists of a group of churchmen from 
various churches and countries of Western Europe to express Christian 


concern for European cooperation. Its 20 members come from Belgium, France, 
Germany, Italy, Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. Committee chairman 
is Dr. Egbert de Vries. EPS, Geneva. 


NINE PRIESTS FROM ANGOLA 
ARE DETAINED IN PORTUGAL 


(Lisbon) — Nine leading Roman Catholic priests from Angola, all yee or 
mulattoes, have lived in forced residence in Portugal for more than four 
years prevented by the political police from returning home or even going 
to Rome to pursue their ecclesiastic studies, the New York Times reports. 


Angola is one of the three Portuguese provinces in Africa in which the armed 
forces are fighting nationalist movements. The priests are presumably 
suspected of having nationalist sympathies. However, no formal charges. 
have been placed against them and they have not stood trial, 


Intercession by the Papal Nuncio in Lisbon has resulted in the release eau 


prison of the priests who were detained. But neither the Nuncio nor 


Archbishop Moises Alves de Pinho of the Luanda Archdiocese in Angola has 
been able to obtain, despite many quiet efforts, permission for the priests 
to leave Portugal or otherwise have their forced residence edict lifted. 


The concordat between Portugal and the Holy See makes direct intervention by 
the church impossible. But it is known that Pope Paul VI has taken a 
personal interest in the case of the nine priests, EPS, Geneva. 


U. S. BAPTIST PROFESSORS URGE 
CHURCH PARTICIPATION IN UNION TASKS 


(Valley Forge, Pa.) - Forty-five theological professors of the American 
Baptist Convention (Northern) have appealed to the church's General Council 


to appoint representatives to the Consultation of Church Union, the six-way 


U.S. church study of "a possible plan of union". (EPS No. 13.) 


The professors acted in support of a recommendation by Council President 
Robert Ge Torbet who urged the church to study and take action upon an 
invitation to participate in the Consultation. No Baptist body is at 


present involved in the discussions. ; EPS, Geneva. 


- 
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SOUTH AFRICAN SHURCH JOURNAL 
DENOUNCES APARTHEID 


(Standerton, South Africa) - The non—-denominational Christian Recorder 
published here said South Africans who resent’ what they term outside 
"interference" in the nation's life must be made to realise this will stop 
only when the nation turns away "from the unjust policy of separate develop- 
ment. — 


"The present so-called ‘interference! in our affairs by others will not be 
halted by self-righteous protests that domestic matters are our own concern. 
alone", the Recorder said. 


"Nor will any amount of propaganda, by way of statements from satisfied white 
immigrants, advertisements in overseas newspapers or the beaming of the . 
'Voice of South Africa! to other countries by our broadcasting corporation, 
stop the world's criticism and condemnation. 


"Only one thing can do that. We must turn away from the unjust policy of 
separate development. Until we do that the interference will continue... 
we shall be unable to survive. The remedy lies with us and nobody else." 


EPS, Geneva. 


CCSA PLANTED 20,600,000 
TREES IN ALGERIA 


(Geneva) - The Christian Committee for Service in Algeria (CCSA),. an indepen- 
dent ecumenical body which is supported by members of the World Council of . 
Churches, is now phasing out its work, and when its “sn-ral Committee met 
here last week it reviewed past achievements and current commitments. 


Pastor Hans Aurbakken, OCSA's director, reported that since the committee 
was formed in 1962, it had made available to the people of Algeria cash and 
commodities to the value of $32,425,585 of which a substantial part was the 
food given by the United States government through ATID and distributed by 
CCSA. 


Reports showed that CCSA's reforestation programme, begun in September, 1962 
and handed over to an Algerian organization last July, had planted 20,600,000 
timber and fruit trees in its own nurseries. More than 5,500,000 fare clioah 
had been worked, and the’ total cost in cash ($1,482,000) and the value of © 
food supplied as wages had been $10,395,821, or roughly 50 cents (U. 6.) a 
tree. 


CCOSA's payroll has now been cut from a January 1, 1965, total of 430 to 131 
and work is concentrated on agricultural and rural development, home, family, 
and child welfare, medical services, and administration. EPS, Geneva. 


"DEEP: SOUTH" CHURCH 

HOLDS INTER-RACIAL SERVICE 

(Jackson, Miss.) - Galloway Memorial Church, the largest Methodist church in 
Mississippi, admitted Negroes for the first time after Bishop Gerald Kennedy, 
of Los Angeles, refused to speak to a segregated congregation. 


Bishop Kennedy called the action of the 3,000-member church "an encouraging 
Sign of a new kind of thinking in the church in the Deep South". 


On Easter Sunday, 1964,ushers at the church turned away a Negro bishop and a 
white bishop. The incident involved Bishop Charles Golden of Nashville, and 
Bishop Jamés K. Mathews of Boston. EPS, Geneva. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN METHODISTS SET UP 
COMMITTER TO STUDY UNION 


(Pretoria) - The Methodist Church of South Africa in annual conference here 
voted to set up a Faith and Order Commission to initiate talks with other 
churches looking towards closer relationships and possible eventual union. 


It instructed the Committee to follow up the formal and informal conver- 
sations which have already taken place with the Church of the Province of 
South Africa (Anglican). and start conversations wherever possible with 
Presbyterian, Congregational, and Lutheran churches, and other Methodist 
communiong in southern Africa. 


It said all conversations should be conducted with the understanding that the 
church "affirms the present reality of the order of its ministry and of the 
sacraments and cannot therefore consider any proposals which may call that 
reality into question or may be interpreted as involving re-ordination". 


In an address to the conference new church’ president, the Rev. W. W.- Hartley, 


“deplored apartheid as contrary to God's will. He said South Africa's real 
problem was basically moral and spiritual rather than political, and that 


Christians have a responsibility "not only to resist any kind of ideology 
which is less than Christian in its implementation, (but) to be transformed". 


The Methodist Church as a multi-racial church, he added, "has proved to a 

limited extent that multi-racialism works and that the more we are | 

transformed by the renewing of our minds, the more effectively it will work". 
EPS, Geneva. 


CHURCHES! AID SECURES DUTCH 
SUPPORT FOR ZAMBIAN SCHOOLS 


(The Hague) - The Dutch government will provide substantial help for the 
government of Zambia in its programme to expand educational opportunities for 
primary and secondary school-age children, thanks to the help of the Dutch 


‘churches, 


The Dutch government has approved a request for a grant of $139,250 (£49,733) 
representing one quarter of the Zambian government!s five-year crash 
programme aimed at guaranteeing all children of the nation a primary 
education and at tripling the capacity of secondary schools by the year 1970. 
The cost of the remaining 75 per cent will be underwritten by Zambia. 


It is the first such joint financing project suggested by the Dutch 
Protestant churches to the Dutch government. 


The request was relayed by the Dutch churches! Committee of Inter—church Aid, 
and Service to Refugees, from the National Christian Council of Zambia, the 
cooperative agency of the nation's Anglican and Protestant churches, 


At present only 45 per cent of Zambia's school-age children attend primary 
school, but the situation is much more serious on the secondary-school 
levee In 1965 there were only 760 graduates. at this level, Total 
population of Zambia in 1964 was 3,408,540. BPS, Geneva. 
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JOINT ENDEAVOURS PLEDGED 
BY YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


(Geneva) ~ Representatives of eight international Christian youth organi Z-— 
ations ~- both Protestant and Roman Catholic —~ pledged themselves to future 
work together at a two-day meeting here. 


The first result of their commitment will be a cooperatively—sponsored ' 
three-day meeting to be held in May, 1966, to work out plans for implement- 
ing their comman occumenical task and their responsibilites for furthering 
economic justice among nations. Regional and national leaders of member 
movements are being encouraged to hold similar meetings. 


Involved in the meeting here were the Young Christian Workers, Young 
Catholic Students, the International Movement of Catholic Agricultural and 
Rural Youth, the World Federation of Catholic Young Women and Girls, the 
World Alliance of YMCAs, the World YWCA, the world Student Christian 
Federation, and the joint Committee of the Youth Department of the World 
Couneil of Churches and the World Council of Christian Education. 


It is anticipated a large measure of their consultation and collaboration 
will be done within the framework of the specialised agencies of the United 
Nations, especially FAO and UNESCO, EPS, Genevas 


SWEDISH HIGH CHURCHMAN 
PROPOSES NEW POSITION 


- (Stockholm) ~ Lively discussion has developed in Swedish church circles by a 
unique proposal for relaxing tensions that have existed in the national 
Lutheran Church in recent years in connection with the admission of women to 
the ministry. 


Professor Harald Riesenfeld of the University of Uppsala, who is prominent 
in this country's high church movement, is the author of the proposal which 
advises members of his movement to cease their active resistance to women's 
ordination and accept the fact that the advocates of this measure from 1958 
onward, have won out in the exchange of views within Swedish Lutheranism, 
(In 1958 the Church's Assembly gave its assent to civil legislation which 
authorised the ordination of Nom onen 


Dr. Riesenfeld -said this means they must refrain from all those practices 
that Swedish Lutheranism inherited from pre—Refornmation Christianity and 
that reflect rather a priestly conception of the Church and ministry. Among 
such practices which, in his opinion, "in recent years have been proven to be 
irreconcilable with the intentions of the Reformation", he listed rites of 
ordination, mass liturgies, and vestments, and a hie retiad episcopacy. 

EPS, Genevas 


GERMAN, U.S. CHURCHES COOPERATE 
IN PROVIDING EYE CARE IN SIERRA LEONE 


(Stuttgart) - Thanks to the contributions of USA and German churches the 
citizens of Sierra Leone now have the opportunity for proper eye care. 


The Church of the Brethren (USA) is running a clinic in Freetown and has 
now opened a factory for making spectacles in connection with it. The 
instruments for the clinic were purchased with a gift from the "Bread for 
the World" campaign of the German churches. EPS, Geneva.e 
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DR. HENDRIK KRAEMER DIES; 
DUTCH THEOLOGIAN WAS 77 


(Driebergen, Netherlands) - Dr. Hendrit:. Kraemer, one cf the great strategists 
and statesmen of the missionary movement and a pioneer leader of the . 
ecumenical movement died here on November 11, at the age of 77>» 


Dr. Kraemer had been the first director of the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council of Churches at Bossey, near Geneva, a post from which he 
retired in 1955. Since then he had been writing and living in retirement. 


A scholar of Oriental languages and religions, he spent the early part of his 
ministry working in Java where he translated the Bible and other Christian 
writings into indigenous languages: On the basis of this experience he 
wrote "The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World", a volume which has 
been called "the most widely praised missionary book of our time". 


Returning to the Netherlands he became professor of the History of Religion 
at Leyden University in 1937. He was a leader in the Dutch resistance 
movement during the war and spent a year in concentration camp, He was a 
member of the Provisional Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


The significance of his work has been described by Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, in these words: 


"The real originality of his missionary attitude lies precisely in the dialec~ 
tical combination of an uncompromising Christocentric theology with patisnt, 
loving attention for the spiritual life of the people to whom the Gospel is to 
be brought. It is not too difficult to find men who, refuse to deviate an 
inch from the affirmation that the revelation in Christ is unique and 
absolute. It is not too difficult to find others who show a profound 
understanding for the spiritual content and structure of the religions of 
Asia and Africa. But there have not been many of whom these two things can 
be said at the same time and among these few Kraemer is the most lucid 
expositor of the dia _ tension of the genuine missionary approach." 

. EPS, Genevae 


CARDINAL BEA UNHAPPY 
ABOUT HUSS CONTROVERSY 


(Constance) ~ Augustin Cardinal Bea has expressed regret over the lack of 
Catholic participation in recent commemoration in this city of the 550th - 
anniversary of the execution of John Huss. . 


The president of the Vatican a abre tert a4 for Promoting Christian Unity wrote 
to Mayor: Helmle of Constance saying that absence of Catholic-Protestant 
cooperation in the commemoration was unfortunate for the city's ecumenical 
movement . 


Authorities of the Catholic archdiocese of Freiburg, which includes Constance, 


.. had forbidden priests to take part in the ceremonies. EPS, - Geneva. 


aes 


POLISH BAPTIST LEADERS 
TAKE LOYALTY OATH 


(Warsaw) —- All seven members of the newly-elected Council of the Polish 
Baptist Church promised loyalty to the-Polish laws and constitution at-a_. 
ceremony in the State Office for*Church Affairs. They were headed by the 
Rev. Alexander Kircun and the Rev. “Zdzislaw Pawlik, who -are chairman and 
secretary respectively, of the Council. Ne 


The ceremony was reported by the Warsaw Radio which said relations between the 


Baptist Church and the state were "good''. Polish Baptists are cstimated to 
number about 6,000. All high-ranking church officials are requested to make 


such a aye nakans goons office. | EPS, Genevas 
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RHODESIA REPORTED TO FORBID 
PUBLICATION OF CHURCH REPORT 


(London) - The British Council of Churches reported here that it had 
received information that Rhodesian authorities have prohibited publication 
in Rhodesia of the report of a "Consultation of Human Relations" held under 
auspices of the Rhodesian Christian Council. (EPS No. 37.) 


The report, which was officially approved by the Council, called for, among 
other things, a new constitution, deplored a unilateral declaration of ~~ 
independence, and urged repeal of the nation! s land Apportionment Act. 


The consultation was attended by 88 representatives of churches from eb) 
parts of Rhodesia : | EPS, BN as 


SHOCK OF CONDITIONS IN 
MISSISSIPPI REPORTED TO WCC GROUP 


(Geneva) - A British Council cf Churches! executive said here that nothing 

in her previous experience of visiting areas of intense human need around the 

world equalled the shock of "man's terrible inhumanity to man" which ahe 
witnessed during a recent visit in Mississippi, USA. 


Miss Janet Lacey, director of the Council's Christian Aid programme, speaking 
to a World Council of Churches! meeting described her ten-day visit to the 
Southern state as "the most shattering experience of my life". 


In such areas as Calcutta, India, and Recife, northern Brazil, she said, | 
the misery is appalling, but "it is a condition which is consequential", 

whereas in Mississippi "it is a question of the cruelty and stupidity of 

ordinary people who persecute others not only because they have different 
coloured skin, but because they have different ideas". 


Miss Lacey visited Mississippi to see the work of the seat sei net Delta 
Project, a programme sceking social justice, sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches (USA) and supported by contributions of churches around 
the world channdlled through the Division of Inter-—Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service of the World Council of Churches. She made her report to a 
Divisional Committee meeting. 


Miss Lacey paid tribute to Project: staff members, both white and Negro, whon 
she described as being "on the front line"' of the civil rights movement. 
This gives evidence, she said, that "the heart of the movement is in ‘the 
Church". . 


Funds contributed by overseas siihonue to the Project so far this year ‘total 
$53 4354. The goal is $63,000.. Contributions have come not only from large 
agencies, but from nett ecenee such’ as the Evangelical Church of the Cameroon, 
the French Reformed Church, and churches in Asia through the Hast Asis 


Christian Conference. BPS, Genevae 
IN BRIEF 

Gente, an Italian Roman Catholic publication has charged that "Marxist 

propaganda has entered the Church". The journal was indignant because 


the figures of Pope John XXIII. and Pope Pius XII appear side by side with 


those of Fidel Castro and Mao Tse Tung in the frescoes of the church at 
Avellino,. 
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Leaders of theological institutions in Taiwan, Korea, and Japan have held a 
two-day meeting on theological education at. Olso, near Tokyo, Japan, under 
auspices of the East Asia Christian Conference. The meeting was one of a 
series being held in preparation for a major:.consultation on the subject. 
Although Christians are in the minority in Asis, the number of theological 
institutions is surprisingly high. There are more than 60 theological 
schools in Japan alone, but most of them are not well equipped to maintain 
high educational’ standards. 

| | : . x SOT a 
Leading Protestant and Roman Catholic Bible scholars in Japan have held a 
two-day exchange of views on Japanese translations of the Bible. The 
session was the second joint convention of the Old and New Testament research 
societies. The first such dual meeting was held three years ago. 


* * * 


An editorial in Renewal, a non-denominational Protestant monthly published 
vy the Chicago City Missionary Society proposed a one-year moratorium on 

church building throughout America. It suggested the money should be pooled 
in a fund for peace, to be administered by an interdenoninaticnal board. 


x % % 
The United Bible Societies hes published a Directory containing brief 


historical notes: about its members around the world, information about 
present work, and various statistical charts. 


% *% x 


In eres reners nearly 2y 600 persons Oa to adver tisenents in the vx 
Local newspaper offering Bible study correspondence .courses.’ 


x Hoe x 
A ACLU ree demand is reported for the new translation of the Bible in the 
Tiv language of northern Nigeria, Within three weeks 10,000 copies were 
sold and 15,000 more were ordered. Although there are baie 12,000 church 


members, 105,000 people attend the church services. One See tence ah at 
Zaki Biam was attended by 4,000 people. 


* * * 


Dr. John lL. Tester, a medical doctor serving with the Edinburgh (Scotland) 
Medical Mission Society in Nazareth, has been elected chairman of the 
United Christian Council of Israel. The Council represents 17 Protestant 
and Anglican churches and societies with total membership of about 2,500, 
Dre Tester succeeds Canon Roger G. Allison, senior Anglican minister in 
Israel. 


* * * 


Ground has been broken for a new $375,000 library-classroom building on the 
22—acre campus of Shikoku Christian College in 4entsuki, Japan. Funds for 
the building were contributed by American Presbyterians through the Presbyt- 
erian U.S. Development Fund. 


x * * 


The Cape Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church has condemned the recent award 
by the Free University of Amsterdam of an honorary doctorate in social 
science to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The synod said its opposition was 
based on Dr. King's "Communist sympathies and his furtherance of the 
Communist cause", 
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Polish government authorities have confirmed that permission has been 
granted to build a Roman Catholic church in the industrial city of Nowa Huta. 
Church and state officials have disputed over plans for the church for more 


than a decade. The steel~producing "model" city near Cracow has a 
population of 100,000, but no Roman Catholic church. 


* * * 


More than 150 Protestant and Roman Catholic missionary medical workers in 
Korea have held a two-day meeting at the Maryknoll Sisters! hospital in 


Pusan to compare notes and seek solutions to common problems. The meeting 
started with a Mass in the Sisters! chapel attended by the Protestants as 
well ag the Roman Catholic participants. On the second day a Protestant 


minister, again using the Sisters! chapel with the Blessed Sacrament removed, 
led a service which the Roman Catholics attended. 


* * ‘3 


The 13th annual observance of World Day for Leprosy Sufferers will be marked 
in the USA on January 30, 1966, under sponsorship of a national committee, 
which is composed of four major voluntary agencies concerned with leprosy. 


K * * 


The crypt of the Greek Orthodox Church of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Prague 
has been turned into a museum honouring the momory of a group of Czechoslov— | 
akian World War II patriots by agreement of church and state officials. 

Czech Radio said the group consisted of anti-Nazi underground fighters who 
had been trained in England and parachuted into their homeland in 1942 for 
the express purpose of killing Reinhardt Heydrich, Nazi Deputy Protector of 
Czechoslovakia, whose ruthless policies had earned for him the titles of 


"butcher" and "hangman", After the "execution", the men were sheltered in 
the crypt while Gestapo agents conducted a vigorous search for them. 
eS OR * EPS, Geneva. 


* * * 
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Special Report 3 aw 


CHRISTIAN RIGHT TO DISOBEY SMITH 
GOVERNMENT UPHELD BY RHODESIAN BISHOP 


(Salisbury, Rhodesia) - The senior Anglican bishop in Rhodesia, the Rt. Reve 
Cecil pea as in an appeal from the pulpit of Salisbury Cathedral two days 
after Rhodesia!s declaration of unilateral independence, condemned the 
government ol Premier Ian Smith and declared that Christians had a right, 
and perhaps a duty to disobey its laws. 


Addressing 200 worshippers at the morning service, Dr..Alderson, who is 
Bishop of Mashonaland declared: "Naturally we do not expect to escape the 
penalitics of disobedience, any more than the apostles escaped when they 
proclaimed the truth against the Jewish authorities! injunctions. 


"It cannot be required of a Christian, as a moral duty, to obey laws un- 
lawfully enacted, but clearly their authors will exact penaltéass for breach 
of law. 


"T cannot think it would be right for a Christian to ca oth laws clearly 
designed for the public good such as traffic and health laws. Much 
greater difficulties arise from laws Ronee to subvert the ar Hare 
Constitution. 


"Submission under protest : nay not be enough then.  fThere is a Christian 
right and maybe a Christian duty, to disobey." 


Speaking Specifically of the unilateral declaration of independence, tne 
Bishop added: "I believe none of the conditions of legitimate rebellion or 
other repudiation of an acknowledged authority to have been present; 
intolerable oppression by a tyrannical power, well nigh universal agreement 
among the oppressed, expectation of rapid stability, the rapid and marked’ 
benefits of the hitherto oppressed, the impossibility of any other course!. 


* * oat 


Church leaders around the world deplored the unilateral declaration of 
independence. Following are excerpts from the statements of some: 


_ Dr. We A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, said: 


"At the time when it is. important to do everything to facilitate cooperative — 


relations between races and when it is quite irresponsible to worsen race 
relations, this action of the Rhodesian government. is a very serious and 
mistaken policy which we can only deeply deplore, We are glad that church 
leaders, including church leaders in Rhodesia, have strongly warned against 
this dangerous policy." 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, who is president of the British Council of 
Churches, and Baptist leader, Dr. Ernest Payne, who is chairman of the 
Council's Executive Committee, said in a joint statement on behalf of the 
Councils 


"This illegal action is deeply regretted. We believe that the debate 
and resolution of the British Council of Churches at Aberdeen has helped 
to show that the issue is a moral one. We hope that the political 
decisions which must now be taken would be based on grounds of morality 
rather than mere expediency, and we trust that our country will -seek to 
fulfil her obligations to all Rhodesians and not least to the African 
majority." 


i bes fei Be fea a 
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Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbytcrian Church in 
the USA, and William P, Thompson, moderator of the 177th General Assembly 
stated: 


"As Christians we abhor the blow struck against universal human rights by 
the Rhodesian Prime Minister. The Rhodesian unilateral declaration of 
independence pits white against black in.its implicit assumption that a 
white minority of 220,000 has the right to rule a HaAtLon OD): FOUR wen 
black Africanss This opens the way to an explosive chain reaction of 
racial upheavel throughout Africa. 


"We stand with the world in horror at Rhodesia's regression into colonialism, 
which comes at a time when the world's peoples have never been more committed 
to basic human freedoms. But we also share the anguish of our Christian 
brethren in Rhodesia and throughout the world, particularly those in Britain 
who have tried so diligently to bring about reconciliation and ultimate 
independence with universal suffrage. We will support any steps taken by 
the British and the U.S. governments toward economic sanctions against the 
‘Rhodesian government.»v.!! . 


The director of the World Council of Churches! Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, cabled CCIA 
national commissions around the world encouraging them "to support firm 
action by their governments" in the face of the unilateral declaration. 

His communication stemmed from an action taken by the Commission's 
Executive Committee in Geneva last July, urging the United Kingdom "to use 
to the utmost all its remaining constitutional powers to bring about a 
constitution acceptable to the (Rhodesian) people as a whole, and to resist. 
with all its resources any attempt on the part of the white minority to 
seize independence", 


National Council of Churches (USA) leaders, Bishop \R. H. Muller, president, 
and Dr» Re He Espy, general secretary, cabled President Johnson recommending 
"reinforcing the U.K. government in its responsibilities and engaging the 
United Nations to secure justice and rights to all persons and groups in 
Rhodesia". 


In the U.K. the Methodist Church issued a statement deeply deploring the 
action and adding: "We commend the resolute and patient efforts of Her: 
Majesty's Government to secure a constitutional settlement that would have 
met the legitimate aspirations of all the peoples of Rhodesia." EPS, Geneva. 
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JOINT WCC-RCO GROUP 

HOLDS SECOND MEETING 

(Rome ) —~ The second meeting of the Joint Working Group of the World Council 
of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church was held at Ariccia, near Rome, 
from November 17 to November 20, 1965. All fourteen members of the Working 
Group were present. Bishop Willebrands and Dr. Visser 't¢ Hooft chaired the 
sessions. 


The Working Group concentrated its attention on the elaboration of a report 
of progress which will be presented in Rome to the Holy See and to the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at its session in Geneva, 
in February, 1966. 


Among the subjects discussed were the nature of ecumenism, the charactér of 
the ecumenical dialogue, and the forms of practical cooperation in various 
fields of Christian work. A number of subjects still remain to be discussed 
in further meetings, for a number of new possibilities of cooperation- have 
appeared arising out of the decisions of the Second Vatican Council, out of 
recent developmerits in the World Council of Churches, and out of consultations 
on specific subjects held in recent months. 

x *¥ / 


The proposal for the Working Group was first advanced by the WCC's policy- 
making Central Committcée at a meeting in Hrugu, Nigeria, in January, LOGS 
Announcement of acceptance of the proposal was made by Augustin Cardinal 
Bea, head of ‘the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, 
during a visit ‘to “CC headquarters, Geneva, in February, 1965. 


The first meeting of the. Joint Working Group was held earlier this year, 

May 22-24, at ‘the WCC's Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva. 

Bight persons represent the WCC on the committee ‘and ‘six represent the 

Roman Catholic Church. The difference in number was agreed upon in order to 
permit adequate representation of the WCC's constituency which is’ composed of 
214 full-member and’ eight "associate member" churches of the Protestant, 
Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic communions around the world. 


H. E. Mgr. Jan G..M. Willebrands, who shared in the chairmanship of this 
meeting, is: Titular. Bishop of.Mauriana and secretary of the Vatican Seoretariat 
for the Promotion. of Christian Unity. The other chairman, Dre Wa. As 
Visser 't Hooft, is general sesoretary of the. World Council of Churches. 

, a te er EPS, Genevas 


RHODESIA NOW REPORTED TO PERMIT 

PUBLICATION.OF CHURCH REPORT 

(London) “~ Rhodesian authorities have now agréed to permit publication of a 
report of a "Consultation on Human Relations” held under auspices of the 
Rhodesian Christian Council, thé British Council of Churches reported here. 
It said it had been notified of the authorisation by the Anglican Bishop of 


Matabeleland. Harlier reports indicated publication was forbidden. 
(EPS No. 41.) ; 


The report deplored unilateral declaration of independence, asked for a new 
constitution, and urged repeal of the Land Apportionment Act. EPS, Geneva. 
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DICARWS TO RECRUIT SOCIAL 
WORKERS FOR TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT 


(Geneva) -~ The churches are to be asked to send social workers to Tunisia to 
serve in government programmes that need their skills. 


This decision was taken by the WCC's Divisional Committee on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service when it met here last week (November 16- 19). 


The committee had before it a request from the Secretariat of Youth, Sports, 
and Social Affairs in Tunisia that the Division should send specialists to 
that country to take part in programmes set up to train social workers and 
to develop work for young people, children, and women. Initially, the 
Division has been asked to find seven social workers from the churches. 


The project calls for an agreement to be signed between the Division and the 
Tunisian government whereby the WCC will seek qualified persons to engage 
them on behalf of the churches. They will be seconded to work in the 
government-run programmes concerned. 


Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, director of DICARWS, said the proposal was an important 
one. The social workers would be recognised as coming from the churches to 
take part in government. service. 


Refugee Service Developments 


The Divisional Committee gave broad consideration to future developments in 
the work of the Service to Refugees. It was thought that the work might have 
to be reorientated in the light of new kinds of refugee situations arising in 
many parts of the world and the possibility was foreseen that additional 
services to meet these situations might be called for from the churches. 


It was therefore decided to set up a special Refugee Sub- committee to review 
present: trends, This sub-committee will meet in January and will report to 
the Divisional Committee in the following month. 


During the discussion Miss Janet Lacey, Britain, said: "When the history of 


the WCC comes to be written, the work it has done for refugees will loom as 
one of the most important things ever done ecumenically. That work has not 


been limited to Europe nor administered solely from Geneva. 


"It would be wrong, however, to go on doing the same sort of work that was 
done in the past for now we have to take into account our new relationships 
with the Roman Catholics and with governmental and inter-governmental bodies." 


Pastor Eugene Ries, lutheran World Federation, reported on the work of. the 
Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service which the LWF operates on behalf of the 
World Council. He said that 350 houses had been built for Watutsi refugees 
at Mwesi on four village sites. | 


Some 8,000 refugees from Mozambique had congregated at Ruramba, southern 
Tanzania, where three refugee villages had been established. And at Katuma 
about 2,000 Kikuyu settlers from Kenya had almost achieved self-sufficiency. 


Financial Concerns 


In a further action, the Divisional Committee set up a special Finance 
Sub-committee to consider at what level the Division's basic budget, known as 
the Service Programme, should be maintained. The estimated expenditure on 
_the Service Programme is running currently at around: $1.5 million. This 
budget is subscribed by the churches and their agencies year by year and 
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covers the Division's total administrative expenses, the basic Refugee 
Service budget, the servicing of projects, and various forms of ecumenical 
support. 


A feature of the Service Programme is that it enables all funds contributed 
. for emergencies and projects to be transmitted to the designated purpose 
without any deduction whatsoever. 


The special Finance Sub-committee will meet twice - in December and January - 
‘and will report to the Divisional Committee in February. EPS, Geneva. 


AMERICAN BAPTISTS DEFER DECISION 
ON CHURCH UNION CONSULTATION 


(Valley Forge, Pa.) - The General Council of the American Baptist Convention has 
deferred voting until its next meeting - February 2-5 in New York Citye .n 
whether it should become a full party to the Consultation on Church Union or 
simply continue its observer status. 


An eight-member committee, named by the Council to make a recommendation, was 
split at the meeting here, five to three. The majority advised the Council 
to continue its present observer-—consultant status in the Consultation, The 
minority report favoured entering the Consultation. 


The Consultation on Church Union stems from the sG-salled Blake-Pike Plan and 
currently involves the Methodist, Episcopal, United Presbyterian, and 
Evangelical United Brethren Churches, the Disciples of Christ, and the United 
Church of Christ. In all 13 churches, including the Baptist Convention, 
have observers at the consultation. . 


Baptist Convention president Dre Robert G. Torbet, who has urged the church 
to give serious consideration to possibilities of joining the talks, said 
last week he thought it was much more likely it would join with the six 
other churches in the Consultation in forming a united church than in 
uniting with Southern Baptists or other Baptist groups in the USAe . 
EPS, Geneva. 


INTER-CONFESSIONAL LAYMEN 
DIALOGUE LAUNCHED IN USA 


(New York) - In response to what is reported to be "greatly heightened 
interest" in Christian unity on the part of lay people in the USA, Protestants, 
Orthodox, and Roman Catholics have joined forces to launch nationally the 
"Living Room Dialogues" movement —- a programme of informal discussions 
designed to involve "the man in the pew" in the ecumenical movement. 


Sponsored jointly by the National Council of Churches and the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, a Roman Catholic educational agency, the venture is based 

on the experience of pilot programmes involving 170 inter-confessional groups 

which met in the Worcester, Masse, area earlier this year. 


In connection with the programme the National Council and the Roman Catholic ; 
Paulist Press have jointly published a 256-page paperback book titled 

“Living: Room Dialogues". Sponsors emphasise that the programme is directed 
specifically to laymen and that it was believed the presence of clergymen 
would tend to hamper discussions. -* EPS, Genevae 
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MUNICH YOUTH POLL 
REVEALS ANTI-SEMITISM 


(Munich) - Results of a survey of teenage youth in this city show that most 
viewed diaspora Jews as "obnoxious, mean, and worthless". © However, they 
tended to view Israelis as "heroic and worthy of respect". 


The survey of 254 youths, between the ages of 14 and 17, made by an American 
sociologist, Professor W. J. Cahnann, in cooperation with the Munich 
University Institute of sociology and the city's Institute for Cultural and 
Social Research, found boys much more anti-Jewish than girls. 


Asked to list various nations and peoples in order of preference they placed 
Jews near the bottom of the list and many felt. that Nazi persecution of the 
Jews had had some justification because Jews had been "anti-democratic" and 
Nageressive', Many of the young people tended to counter questions about 
their anti-semitism with reference to racial problems in the USA 

EPS, Genevas 


AUSTRALIAN ANGLICANS CHIDED 
FOR UNION ATTITUDES 


(Sydney) - Australian Anglicans talk about unity, but often their actions 
belie their intentions, said the Most Rev. Hugh Gough, Primate of the church 
and Archbishop of Sydney, in an article addressed to the entire’ church 
appearing in the current issue of his diocese's official publication, 


He said the church was spending "labourious efforts" on Prayer Book revision 
which would be obsolete if. Anglicans join a united church and long hours 
of debating purely Anglican concerns, such as methods of electing the 
church!s next Primate, the formation of new diocescs, and regulations 
concerning divorce. 


The Anglican delegation to the Australian Council of Churches meeting in 
March of this year proposed that Australian churches seek union by 197 5 « 
EPS, Geneva. 


KENYAN WHITES PRAISE — 
AFRICAN MAJORITY RULE 


(Nairobi) - Fourteen prominent Kenyans of European ancestry have issued a 
statement here pointing to Kenya as an example of successful independence 
under an African majority rule. 


Issued in wake of Rhodesia!'s declaration of unilateral independence, they 
called on Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian Smith "to think again", declaring 
. that many’ of-their fears about Kenya's independence had proved to be "totally 


unfounded. .. We can honestly say that President Kenyatta's government has 
kept its pledge to respect the rights of all races and that bitterness of © 
the past has. been largely forgotten," EPS, Geneva. 
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REPORT ON CHURCH-STATE 
RELATIONS IN HAST GERMANY 


(Gricfswald) - Relations between church and state in East Germany have 
improved, but Christians are still under heavy ° ideological pressure, 
Bishop Friedrich Krummacher, of the Evangelical Church of Pomerania, 
reported to sessions of the church!s Synod here. 


Improvement is seen, the Bishop said, in the fact that there is more 
possibility for frank explanation to state officials of the church's 
position on issues and the needs of Christians and the population generally. 


He also praised "the good services" rendered to the chumches by the DDR's 
Secretary of State for Church Affairs. 


However, the fact cannot be concealed, he said, that while there is a 
general tendency to gloss over the insuperable difference between the 
Christian faith and Marxist ideology, the state "attempts to force Marxist 
ideology upon people". 


He said children of Christian families are laughed at, obstacles are placed 
in the way of Christian young people seeking jobs, youth are forced to leave 
the church, there are restrictions on publications of church periodicals, 
the "elementary necessities" are denied the churches, and, contrary to the 
Constitution, church: premises are being confiscated. 


Also contrary to the Constitution the government refuses to allow the use of 
school rooms for religious instruction, and difficulties are placed in the 
way of providing spiritual care in hospitals and prisons. 


‘He pointed out that all this was contrary to oft-repeated government 

assurances that religious liberty would in no way be curtailed. He urged 

Christians. to hold true to their beliefs and "witness bravely to their faith". 
EPS, Genevae 


DDR CHURCHES PROTEST AGAINST 
PLANS TO LIBERALISE ABORTION LAWS 


(Berlin) ~ Protestant church leaders in Fast Germany have sent a "most 
emphatic" warning to government leaders against new instructions which would 
liberalise present abortion laws, Roman Catholic bishops in Hast Germany 
also have expressed concern. 


Bishop Friedrich W. Krummacher, chairman of the Conference of Protestant 
Church Boards,and Bishop Gottfried Noth, have asked Health Minister Max Sefrin 
for official commentary on the instructions. 


This is expected shortly, but Bishop Noth told the Synod of the church of 
Saxony that "in spite of this the churches feel extremely anxious about the 
futures We will continue to urge our people, especially our youth, to have 
reverence for nascent life." 3 


The new instructions would provide legal abortions for expectant mothers 
under 16 or over 39 years of age if applications are made within the first 
twelve weeks of pregnancy. Also pregnant women who already have four 
children of their own or who have the care of five or more children in their 
home would be eligible for legal abortions. EPS, Genevae 
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AUSTRIAN CHURCH DENOUNCES 
ANTI-SEMITISM 


(Vienna) - Christians in Austria are warned against anti-Semitism and all 
other prejudice based on race, religion, or national background in a 
strongly worded message issued by the General Synod of the Evangelical 
Church of the Augsburg and Helvetic Confession of Austria. 


The nine-point letter confessed the church's own guilt, condemned anti- 
Semitism in every form, and called upon all Austrian Christians to re-examine 
their own attitudes to bring them into line with Christian teachings. 


In another action the Synod voted approval of the ordination of women with 
full rights to preach and administer the Sacraments, However, in deference 
to the views of a minority group of Synod members, women pastors will not be 
permitted to apply for appointment to vacant pastorates, but only to 
undertake positions especially created for them. EPS, Geneva. 


FOUR ARMENIAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS 
GRANTED PERMISSION TO WORK IN ARMENIA 


(Vienne) - The USSR government has given assurance that it will soon permit 
four priests of the Armenian Catholic Church, which is related to the 

Roman Catholic Church, to enter Armenia to minister to the faithful there. 
For many years there have been no priests in the church and leadership has 
been ‘entirely in the hands of the laity. 


The assurance was reported here by the Patriarch of the church, Ignatius 
Petrus XVI Batanian, following his return from negotiations in the Soviet 
Union with state and church authorities ef Armenia and with officials of the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, 


The visit by the Patriarch was the first ever made to the USSR by the leader 
of the church. He attended celebrations marking the tenth anniversary of the 
enthronement of His Holiness Vasken I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of 

the Armenian Apostolic Church, which is a member,of the World Council of 
Churches. ; EPS, Genevase 


"TIME RIPE" FOR UNION TALKS 
SCOTTISH CHURCH MEETING SAYS 


(Edinburgh) -~ Representatives of seven churches in Scotland agreed here 
that "the time is ripe" for multilateral talks looking towards union, 


A report said delegates to the meeting, held to discuss the report of the 
British Council of Churches-sponsored meeting at Nottingham, England, last 
year which recommended union by Easter, 1980, had had a'full, frank and 
friendly" exchange of views about the meaning and implications of the 
Nottingham proposal. 


They agreed to meet again in Edinburgh in late January to continue discussion. 
Meanwhile, they urged continuation of the various bilateral talks underway 
between churches in Scotland. | 


Represented at the mecting were the Church of Scotland, the United Free 
Church of Scotland, the Episcopal Church in Scotland, the Congregational 
Union of Scotland, the Churches of Christ, the Methodist Church, and the 
Salvation Army. YWwCoA and YMCA representatives also participated. 

| \ BPS, Genevae 


No, 42 - 25th November, 1965 | | ake 


- PEAR OF "GHETTOS" FOR MOSLEM 
WORKERS IN GERMANY 


(Frankfurt) ~ The official of a West German welfare association specialising 
“in work with migrant labourers of the Moslem religion, warned here that their 
tendency to! Live) in isolation from) the Life of the communities in which 

they work could create hard-core "ghettos" which would have serious re- 
percussions for inter-faith relations. | 


Mr. G. Haar, director of the Worker's Welfare Association, a private agency, 
said that although theré as yet had been no instances of overt discrimination 
against Moslems in West Germany, there was "a wide field for misunderstanding". 
He urged community action to "intersperse" Moslems as widely as possible 

in communities. 


Recently Moslem authorities announced they will send six Moslem religious 
teachers to West Germany to minister to their people there, and to consult 
with German authorities on their needs. EPS, Genevas 


RHODESIA REPORTED VIRTUALLY 
A "POLICE STATE" 


(Geneva) - A report from a church-source in Rhodesia received here states 
that Rhodesia is now virtually a "police state" and that there is an 
increasing infringement of basic human rights through the enactment of 
"emergency regulations" which supersede the law of the land. 


It said the government has assumed widespread censorship of all mass media, 
and the power to detain persons for unspecified periods of time solely on 
the grounds that they have said something which may cause Naoalarm or 
despondency",. ..- en? 


While many leaders of the churches have been outspoken in their opposition 
to unilateral independence the rank and file of Christian laymen are 
confused by the issues and have given no outspoken support to them. Thus 
there is "no promising opposition" to the Smith government among Rhodesia'ls 
white population. As for the African population its leadership has been 
systematically drained from the community. Upwards of 3,000 are in 
permanent detention camps and more are being sent there daily. 


It said the government is increasingly being modelled on the policies of the 
South African government and that an adviser in mass media and censorship 
from South Africa has been brought to Rhodesia to advise the Smith régime. 


The white population of Rhodesia, it said, has been intimidated by fears 
of what happened in the Congo and the government plays on these fears as 
well as on their fears of communism. Any person who opposes the government 
runs the risk of being labelled a "Communist dupe” or "fellow traveller". 

. EPS, Genevase 


REFORM JEWS IN USA 
TO SEEK CONVERTS 


(San Francisco) = Reform Jews meeting here approved a resolution to win 
converts to Judaism. Proselytising has not been’a practice of the Jews 
since the year 315 when Roman Emperor Constantine I prohibited it under the 
penalty of death. 


The action was'taken by the 48th biennial session of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, which are more liberal than the Orthodox and 
Conservative ~ the other two branches of Judaism in this country. 


For the first time in history official Roman Catholic and Protestant 


observers attended such a meeting. They were designated by the’ National 4 
Aathats a Ula few CA PAs i rl eT urea ce Ea ar errant Te eRe mn rt Te 
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NEW TENSIONS IN 
GREEK CHURCH-STATE CLASH 


(Athens) — The tension between state and church in Greece developed into 
open conflict, giving rise to fresh fears of a schism, when the Greek 
cabinet on Monday approved a draft bill enforcing drastic reforms in ohurch 
administrations 


The proposed legislation would depose the present "rebel" assembly of 
bishops of the Orthodox Church of Greece and appoint a new assembly of from 
nine to l2 loyal bishops. 


The direct cause of the dispute was the election by the church assembly, in 
session last week, of new metropolitans to fill vacancies in 15 dioceses 

in defiance of government law. This legislation requires that metropolitans 
be elected for life to certain dioceses and forbids their transfer. 


A minority of the bishops of the assembly had opposed the transfer of the 
prelates from low-income to wealthier dioceses. 


Under the proposed legislation the elections carried out last week would be 
annulled and a new assembly would make fresh elections. To remedy the 
inequality of revenue in the dioceses the bill would provide a common fund 
from all 68 dioceses, in which all dioceses would share equally. 


Meanwhile, the newly elected bishops are being consecrated in the various 
churches in Athens and are proceeding to their new dioceses to take over 
their functions. 


Press reports indicate an unusual degree of unanimity among the Greek people 
in opposing the "rebel" assembly and supporting the government's move. At 
several churches, at which consecrations were held, it was reported that 
police protection was required, 


The Greek press also has been in unusual consensus in the affair in pro- 
testing against the action of the hierarchy, and suggesting the church had 
no reason to hold the election in view of government assurances. there would 
be parliamentary debate on new legislation governing election of bishops in 
the near future. EPS, Geneva. 


NEW EPOCH SEEN BEGINNING IN 
AUSTRIAN INTER-CHURCH RELATIONS 


(Vienna) ~ The Austrian Roman Catholic hierarchy has responded with "great 
understanding and brotherly frankness" to an overture by the head of the 
nation's Evangelical Church, Bishop Gerhard May, seeking greater cooperation 
between the churches, 


Reporting to the Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg and Helvetic 
Confession in session kere, Bishop May described the reply as marking "the 
beginning of a new epoch in inter-church relations", 


He said it rejected such "abuses" as death-bed conversions, and the re- 
baptism of Protestant converts in cases in which the original baptism had 
been agonducted in full accordance with the Biblical commandment. 


He reported the Roman Catholic Church had expressed its willingnessto talk with 
Protestants on such questions as mixed marriages, cooperation in social and 
cultural areas and public festivals, and a study of possible revisions in 

the way church history is taught. 


In response the Synod approved appointment of a commission to prepare for 
joint discussions. EPS, Genevas 
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CAMPAIGN AGAINST SOUTHERN AFRICAN 
CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE DENOUNCED 


(Johannesburg) - Four leaders of the controversial multi~racial Christian 
Institute of southern Africa, here have published an "Open Letter to 
Ministers of the Dutch Reformed Church" challenging them to take a position 
in keeping with the true teachings of the Christian faith concerning the 
attacks against the Institute. 


In a letter published in full in the November issue of the Presbyterian 
journal South African Outlook, they declared that the campaign of innuendo 
and smears against the inset pute is indicative of a development which will 
inevitably force them to take a stand regardless of how they may feel about 
the Institute's activities. . . 


1 ,.You together with the Church", they declared, "cannot escape adopting an 
attitude concerning the disturbing phenomenon whereby an action of a Christian 
witness openly and freely undertaken is being fought by an intolerant 
political power with the greatest lie that has certainly been perpetrated in 
the history of our people and of the Church of our land; the lie that the 
Christian Institute is.a cover oh ei of subversive political organ- 
izations. 


"The question is—no longer eta or not you a a proponent and supporter of 
‘separate development', but rather whether the Lord is God, whether you are 
His servant and a servant of the Word and the Truth which belongs to Hin." 


Signers of the open letter were the Rev. C. F. Beyers Naude, Institute 
director, and B. Engélbrecht, J.D. Smith, and F. Js van Wyk. 


% * * 


In other developments last weeks 


~ Thesynodof the Anglican Church in Capetown adopted a resolution urging its 
clergy and laity to take the initiative in providing opportunities for 
people of different races and cultures to get together for prayer and Bible 
tudy. The resolution was aimed at circumventing what one delegate termed 
"more and more obstacles" being placed in the way of freedom of association, 


It was reported to the Synod that a request by the Christian Council of South 
Africa to the government asked that its ecumenical centre be exempted from 
apartheid laws, had been turned down. The government wrote the council that 
it "should be able to fulfil its functions, as other Protestant bodies do, 
while observing existing laws and customs of the land". Synod members call 
the letter "shameful" and "scandalous". | 


- The Rev. W. W. Hartley, newly elected president of the Methodist Conference, 
opposed apartheid in a radio debate with Mr. Alexander Steward, former 
director of Information at South Africa House, London. The Christian ~ 
Recorder reported that Mr. Hartley "put the case for Christianity fairly and 
well. Obviously without guile, he stated with admirable simplicity and 

with great sincerity what most Christians believe concerning the incompatib- 
ility between the Christian ethic and the apartheid doctrine." The 

Recorder suggested more such debates should be held, including one in which 
_two Christians, on opposition of the question, would take part. 


(See Appendix for full text of Open Letter of South African Institute 
leaders). | EPS, Geneva. 


~ 
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COOPERATION URGED BETWEEN 
CHRISTIAN JOURNALISTS 


(Rome) ~ Cooperation between press services of various churches and their 
agencies was urged in a speech here by Monsieur Philippe Maury, director 
of the Department of Information of the World Council of Churches. 


Addressing a group of journalists, from a variety of churches, covering the 
Second Vatican Council, the WCC executive said specifically he hoped that 

it would be possible to establish practical methods of cooperation between 
the World Council of Churches! information services and those which could be 
created in the Roman Catholic milieu following the conclusion of Council 
sessions. 


Mr. Maury said that as a first step in this direction a few Roman Catholic 
journalists have been invited to participate in a consultation on press 
questions to be held under WCC auspices in February. 


Mr. Maury defined ecumenical information as distinct from religious inform- 
ation as that which is concerned not only with facts concerning the life of 
the churches, but any information about events which manifest God's design in 
the work, as, for instance, actions for justice and peace. EPS, Genevae 


GENEVA CHURCH ASKS SOLUTION 
TO PROBLEM OF SWISS '"'C.0.!5" 


(Geneva) - The Consistory of the Protestant Church of Geneva has appealed to 
Swiss authorities to find rapidly "a humane and worthy" solution to the 


‘problem of Swiss conscientious objectors. 


While recognising the necessity of requiring military service, the 
Consistory said, arrangements must be made for "the special vocation of 
those men who feel they cannot be loyal to Christ and to His commandment 
to love their neighbour" if they undertake such service. 


The Consistory specifically asked the government to investigate the 
possibilities of alternate service in the public interest of equal or 
longer periods than that required for military service. 


The number of Swiss conscientious objectors has risen slowly, but steadily 


during recent years. In 1965 there were over 710+ Under present legis-— 


lation they are subject to penal law and imprisoned from periods ranging 
from one month to a maximum of six months, the length of time being increased 
each time they refuse to serve. EPS, Geneva. 


IN BRIEF 


A group of five Soviet teachers from technical schools are spending ‘ten 


days in West Berlin at the invitation of the Social Office of the 
Protestant Church of Germany (EKID). Every day the Soviet teachers, who 
are staying in East Berlin, cross the border in order to visit schools, 
hostels for young people, and small private enterprises. They return to 
spend the nights in East Berlin. 


a4 e *, Sai 6 <3 ’ 
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Responding to the needs of flood and war victims in India and Pakistan, 
Seventh-day Adventist Welfare Services Inc., (USA) have shipped 60,000 
pounds of clothing to hard-hit areas in southern Asia. Another 30,000 
pounds of clothing went to Taiwan, and 9,000 to Nicaraguas 


* * * 


The Rev. Vincent O'Shaughnessy of the staff of St. John the Baptist Roman 
Catholic Church in Chico, Cal., (USA) has been elected president of the 
Chico Area Council of Churches. Many Roman Catholics have been active in 
Council work during the past year. 


* * % 


Dutch Jesuit Father J. Cs Van Kilsdonk, S.J», restricted for criticising the 
Roman Curia, is again free to write and speak on the structure and adminis— 

tration of the Church. The ban, placed on him three years ago by the late 

general of the Society of Jesus, Father Jan Janssens, S.J., has been lifted 

by the Jesuits! new general, Father Pedro Aruppe, S.d. 


*¥ %*%& »* 


In Rosario, Argentina, representatives of the Protestant, Orthodox, and 

Roman Cathoilie-churches met for the first time in a religious ceremony called 
"Festival of Our Lord" which was held in a public square. Participants 
surrounded an altar, carrying placards reading "Lets All Be One", or "Our 
Lord", in Spanish, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, French, Polish, and Arabic. 


x x * 


The U.S. Committee for Refugees estimates that the number of refugees in the 
world has increased by nearly 2,000,000 during the past year. The committee 
said a total of 9,790,000 people have been made homeless by wars and political 
upheavels. 


* * * 


Archbishop Juhanon Mar Thoma, metropolitan of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church has 
proposed that Christian churches be renamed "Communions" in the interests of 
Christian: unity. "Let us in future call our churches as Mar Thoma 
Communion, Anglican Communion, Orthodox Communion, Roman Catholic Communion", 
he said while speaking at celebrations in Bombay, India, marking the 25th - 
anniversary of the Mar Thoma community here. 


* * * 


Protestant and Jewish groups in Detroit, Mich., (USA), have agreed to join 

the city's Roman Catholics in the maintenance of a joint office on race 

relations. The Detroit Council of Churches, representing 850, Protestant 
congregations, voted unanimously to accept a Catholic invitation to contribute 

about $9,000 annually to a total budget of $27,000 to establish the off Legs” 
The Jewish Community Council has agreed to furnish 20 per cent of the total. 


* * * 


In an experimental move to lower the drop-out rate, now close to 70 per cent 
in predominantly Negro colleges in the southern USA, the Episcopal Church has 
announced a grant _of $883,250 to the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools. The programme will seek to upgrede faculties in the small, 
predominantly Negro colleges which are Association members and also will 
assist in the education of the large number of students who have left school 
and have inadequate training for college. EPS, Genevas 


* * * 
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OPEN LETTER TO MINISTERS OF THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH 


Try the Spirits 
(I John As sah 


‘In the Name of. the Lord we feel called upon to draw your attention to a most 
disturbing phenomenon which is becoming more and more evident in our national 
life concerning the relationship between politics and religion. 


Dear Brother in Christ, 


So as not to leave you for a moment in the dark about what we mean we shell 
specify the matter immediately. 


“It is becoming éver clearer that a strong political current in our national 
life is directed at attributing to a political ideology an authority above the 
conscience of the individual, a supreme authority to which it is not entitled. 
It seems that this political trend is raising the ideology above. the Word of 
God as standard of Christian belief, . 


Reasons for our Concern 


There are three main reasons for the depth of our concern and in all modesty 
we wish to express our conviction that the Church and all Christians in our 
country have a duty, to take note of and to judge this trend. 


Firstly the political ideology to which we refer, ‘apartheid! or 'separate 
development! is, as the policy of. the governing party in our country, endorsed 
by many believers and, in our view, it is not, as a practical policy, either 
unscriptural or. objectionable. as long as it is applied justly. However it 
can be endorsed by Christians only as long as it be continually subjected to 
the criticism of the Word of God so that it remain flexible before the stand- 
ards of Scripture. But if the ‘ideology itself be raised as the standard even 
with regard to what Christ expects of his Church and followers and if it 
insists upon condemning the normal expressions of Christian life as harmful 
and objectionable then it is of the Devil. This then embodies the first 
reason for our concern. While many: believers in our country still think that 
they are dealing with a justifiable, practical political policy it has long 
since degenerated into a devilish ideology according to which the Christian 
conscience, functioning in fellowship with the Holy Ghost which leads us into 
all truth, is silenced, 


Secondly, the political trend to which we refer, shows itself.more and more 
clearly in political newspapers which are known and accepted as organs and 
mouth-pieces of the governing party in our country. They are put forward aS 
interpreting the policy of the governing party, serving its cause, and indica- 
ting the direction in which it is moving. Herein lies the second reason for 
our concern. For the spiritual climate created by such newspapers, the ace 
tions which it inspires, and the impression it gives are inevitably associated 
with the ruling party and thus with the government of our country. The 
honour of our national authority is therefore at stake in the actions of these 
newspapers. 


Thirdly, such political newspapers also voice the feelings of their readers 
and give expression to the convictions and ideals which are to be found among 
a large section of the white population - convictions and ideals which are, tn 
a large extent, inspired and nurtured by these newspapers. Herein lies the 
third reason for our concern. To what extent has the process of breaking 
away from the authority of the living God and His Word already been effected ~ 
in the life of our people? Every observant believer would, in the last few. 
years, have noticed the tendency in some political organization to replace the 
bond which the human conscience has with the authority of God and His Word, 
with another’ eae namely the pond with the authority of the political ideo- 
logy. . : 
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A New Development I 


The development which is taking place before our eyes is that a point of view 
or attitude which is held by someone in respect of its permissibility, integ- 
rity, acceptability and Christian character, is no longer tested against the 
Word of God, but against a political ideology, which no matter how well-inten- 
tioned it originally may have been or what meritorious elements it may contain, 
becomes in many of the ways in which it is applied, increasingly less able to 
stand the test of the Word of God, 


The Church, all believers in our land, and you as a servant of the Word and 

the Truth of God, are unavoidably forced to make an assessment of this develop- 
ment, and to come to a choice, a decision, a position, which must appear, for 
the sake of Christ and the welfare of our people, from your actions and speech. 
The choice no longer depends on whether or not you approve of the Christian 
Institute or whether you disapprove of a smear campaign against it. But you 
together with the Church cannot eseape adopting an attitude concerning the 
disturbing phenomenon whereby an action of a Christian witness openly and 
freely undertaken is being fought by an intolerant political power with the 
greatest lie that has certainly been perpetrated in the history of our people 
and of the Church in our land, The-lie that. the Christian Institute is a 
cover organization for subversive political organizations. The question-is 
no longer whether or not you are a proponent and supporter of 'geparate 
development! but rather whether the Lord is God, whether you are his servant 
and a servant of the Word and the Truth which belongs to Him. 


That our unrest and worry is not unfounded, that in point of fact a stifling 
of conscience is in process, that an unholy hand is being held out to the 
Church, and the Christian witness appears clearly in our opinion, from what 

we put forward below in the form of a few questions, We pose these questions 
because of publications in one newspaper, Die Transvaler, in which it has 
become most clearly noticeable that Christian witness is being fought by 
political pressure with political ideologies as a yardstick. 


several Questions 


How must we assess the fact that membership of, or even sympathy with, a 
Christian body such as the Christian Institute is continually being repres- 
ented to readers in more or less subtle ways as something which brings shame 
and dishonour? 


How must the phenomenon of a political newspaper making itself available for 
the fight against a body such as the Christian Institute be assessed? 


Hew should we assess the arrogance of a political columnist who calls upon 
Ministers whom he believes are connected with the Christian Institute to give 
account of this before his judgement seat? 


How far has the compulsion of conscience already proceeded if three Ministers 
from Pretoria, who are apparently still sensitive to an exhibition of brutality 
of this kind have felt thus obliged to react to the reprehensible way in which 
this paper acts as an Inquisitor of Ministers, by finding it necessary to 
apologetically introduce themselves to the newspaper and its readers as 
*"Nationalists!, 'Regular readers of Die Transvaler!, 'Opponents of the 
Christian Institute who want nothing to do with it!? 


Twisted Theology 


Is this not a matter which must shock the very esserice cf what the Church 
stands for when a political organ, with verve of a conqueror, publishes on 
its front page a statement by a Minister of the Church,. who in his soul is 
given to another conviction but who clearly, as°a result of the pressure 
brought to bear on him, has succumbed: ''The Minister believes that the birth 
of a man to a particular nation, language, tradition and culture is the 


ans 
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choice of God and that if he should wish to change it, to deny or scorn it, 
he would come into opposition to the Will of God!? This Minister surely 
knows what Abraham, the father of all believers, Paul the great Apostle and 
Jesus Christ himself did. surely he knoys that Jesus said; 'If anyone .comes 
to me and he does not hate his father and mother and wife-and children and 
brothers and sisters, yea even his own life, for my sake he cannot be my dis- 
ciple’. He knows too that such a declaration of faith as appeared in Die 
Transvaler does not only stand under the judgement of Scripture, but is also 
a false “judgement on all that has continuously happened throughout the world, 
(e.g. emigration) and which can only be reconciled with a twisted 'Volks! 
theology in which the things of the natural man and his natural birth have 
become a highest good. 


How must it also be explained that a political organ has succeeded in getting 
the Church council of a Minister who wholeheartedly supports the general prin- 
ciple propounded by the Christian Institute and who was also a member of the 
Institute, to react with so much indignation against the association of his 
name with other listed persons as though a scandal had fallen upon him? 


Hew must believers judge a political party organ which in its fight with the 
Christian Institute does not fight the Institute itself, but in fact fights 
the criticism which stems from Christian belief, of the religiously sanctioned 
ideology of apartheid? How must we regard this paper that now demands that 
Ministers whom it has had before its judgement seat in the confessional should 
follow its example and become its companions in damnation of the witness of 
the Christian Institute, and thereby in the damnation of the criticism arising 
from scripture itself against a policy which becomes more and more ungodly? 


Christians and the Church in South Africa stand here before a development 
which they must judge in the light of the Word of God, a development where the 
issue is not the Christian Institute and Pro Veritate, but which, as a result 
of the appearance of the Institute and the journal on the scene of our nation- 
al life, has been brought into the open. Is there not a hand of tne Devil 
stretched out towards our Christian freedom, towards the freedom of our con- 
science, our worship and our witness? Is it not hate of Christ and His 
Gcepel which is busy manifesting itself out of passionate religious worship 

of natural gods such as race, land, blood, culture? 


Deadly Serious Situation 


Christians and the Church in South Africa will not allow themselves to be 
blinded by all that is happening against Pro Veritate and the Christian Insti- 
ture. The time has come to realize the deadly seriousness of the situation. 
It is no longer a political game with a relatively harmless meaning. Absolute 
contradictions are taking shape. There are two gospels, two lords, two 
christs, which have come to oppose each other in our national life. They are 
mutually irreconcilable; for there is only one Gospel, one Lord, one Christ. 
On the Church rests the responsibility of coming to a clear and unambiguous 
choice. It means too —- and the Church owes it to her Lord - that Pro Veritate 
and the Christian-Institute must be judged by the Church. Particularly in the 
light of the latest developments, the Church must judge, by the yardstick of 
the only norms which the Church should value, namely the Word of God and the 
Creeds .of the Church, whether Pro Veritate and the Christian Institute, which 
in spite of all the insinuations and the smear campaign under which. it has. had 
to suffer is steadily increasing in influence, is a will-of-the-wisp which is 
busy moving away from Christ and away from the true Christian witness. The 
Church will have to judge whether it is right that membership and/or support 
of. the Christian Institute and cooperation with Pro Veritate should be con- ° 
Sidered as a sin and an evil which is shameful. 
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Call fora Clear Posi tion 


To this end the Church must come to a clear position concerning the following 
questions: ; rs 


1. Is the existence of an independent monthly Christian journal in which. a. 
forum is provided for believers of different denominations of the Church in 
South Africa, however wide~ranging their points of view may be, and whatever 
the national, liturgical and doctrinal differences might be, a sin against God 
and detrimental to the Church? 


2, Is the existence of a Church organization such as. the Christian Institute 
which is trying to bring believers of different. denominations of the Church of 
Christ in South Africa together on an unofficial church level round the Word 
of God, and which thereby wants to offer a humble service towards the declara~- 
tion of the oneness of all believers in Christ, without thereby in any way 
going ahead of the Church in her official position about ecumenical affairs or 
putting her in a position where she is under compulsion - is this a sin 
against God? | 


3, Are not the main reasons why the Christian Institute and the journal Pro 
Veritate are endeavouring and standing as witness the following: 


i. That the Church of Christ is by its very nature One. 

ii. That all believers are One in Christ regardless of national, social 

and cultural barriers. ° 
iii. That this Oneness in Christ will be confessed by believers not only 
in word but also in actions towards one another. . 

iv. That the Word of God, most especially in multi-racial South Africa, 
is the only norm for the arrangement and organization of the community 
on ecclesiastical, social, cultural, economic, and political levels, 

v. That no political policy, however realistic and just it may appear, 
may serve as a test as to what is valid as scriptural witness but the 
Bible alone. Is this a sin against God and an undermining of the 
Church? 


Is a positive decision concerning these things a cause of shame for those 
whose hearts and lives are aflame for them? Because, on the deeper level, 
the matter is about these and not about one specific organization and one 
specific Christian monthly journal. : | | 


The hate and intolerance against the Christian Institute and Pro Veritate has 
brought the Church in South Africa to face the unavoidable question as to what 
precisely it is that is being hated and persecuted. Is it not the Church her- 
self and the eternal truth entrusted to her? Is that which is being done to 
the Christian Institute and Pro Veritate not a clear pointer to the Church and 
a sign as to what in fact is happening to her? Is it not in truth the un- 
adulterated witness of the Church itself which is being attacked in the sub- 


stituted forms of a Christian body and a Christian journal with the aim of 
annihilating her? ‘ 


In the name of the Lord we would beg your deepest consideration of what we have 
brought before you. We do not ask your sympathy and support for the Christian 
Institute and Pro Veritate. We do not ask of yeu a change in political beliefs. 
We ask you something else, something less than your support of the Christian 
Institute and Pro Veritate, something greater than asking you to detach yourself 
from a political panty. We ask you to consider the position of the Church in 
South Africa, to see and to mark, to hear and to understand that the political 
ideology wants also to bind the Holy Ghost, to rule over the living God and His 
Word, to threaten the freedom cf the Church in her preaching the Word of her 


Lord. We beseech you to realise that you may wait no longer to take a con- 
sidered position and to make it known. 


‘\ 


Signed: B,. Engelbrecht; C.F.B. Naudé; J.D. Smith; F.J. van Wyk ter 
iat nies EPS, Geneva © 
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INAUGURATION ACT POSTPONED 
FOR NIGERIAN UNITED CHURCH 


(Lagos) ~ Inauguration of the United Church of Nigeria, scheduled to take 
place here on December 11-12, has been postponed by a committee representing 
the participating Anglican, Methodist, and Presbyterian churches. The 
action was taken at a meeting in Ibadan on November 24. 


An official statement released here said the inauguration committee’ decided 
to defer the act of union "following the report of a delegation of the 
Methodist churches in Lagos and taking into consideration the views of the 
Methodist members of the committee". 


The committee, it said, "will re-examine the position in February, 1966, 
with a view to fixing a new date for inauguration". Meanwhile it asked 
each of the three churches to "give renewed attention to the preparation «f 
its own members for union", 


It also called on all members of the uniting churches to “exercise Christian 
charity and restraint and to avoid all expression of ill-will and recrimin- 

ation regarding this delay, and to work and pray in the confidence -that the 

Holy Spirit will...lead us into a truly united Church in Nigeria". 


A joint statement issued in London by the Africa secretaries of the main 
supporting missionary societies of the uniting Nigerian churches, together 
with that of the: Conference of British Missionary Societies, called the 
decision a "courageous" one. 


It "only highlights the very responsible way in which the negotiations for 
church union have been, conducted, since 1947", the secretaries declared. 


They added that the decision to postpone the inauguration "was also dictated 
by the determination that the Church, whose Mission it is to carry out a 
ministry of reconciliation in all the world, and particularly at this time 
in Nigeria, must be seen to be a reconciled community". 


Committee members, therefore, the secretaries commented, have "wisely and 
with good grace given (a) small minority the time to resolve its difficulties”. 


They explained that the postponement was necessitated by the "difficulty" 
experienced by two Methodist congregations in lagos "in participating in the 
union" and said that "transfer of property to the new church" was involved. 


Signers of the London statement were: the Rev. B. de Saram of the Church 
Missionary Society, the Rev. P. A. Potter of the Methodist Missionary Society, 
the Rev. ‘MN. C. Bernard of the Church of Scotland Missionary Committee, and 
the Rev. T. Ae Beetham of the Conference of British Missionary Societies. 


In Geneva, Dr. W. Ae Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the. World Council 
of Churches, expressed "the deep concern with which all those who are anxious 
for the unity of the Church have heard about the present set-back in Nigeria". 


He emphasised the hope that "the difficulties which have led to this post- 
ponement of the inauguration of the United Church of Nigeria will soon be 
overcome, and that the churches in Nigeria may yet give to the other churches 
a true lead with regard to church unity. — Grit EPS, Geneva. 
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INDIAN CHRISTIANS ASK FOR FAIR 
JUDGEMENT IN PAKISTAN DISPUTE 


(Bangalore) ~ K commission of the National Christian Council of India has 
addressed a plea to Christian organizations and leaders abroad to "appreciate 
the moral choice confronting us" in the India-Pakistan conflict and to 
represent justly this country's side in the dispute. 


"We have been deeply pained to note", the NCC Commission on International 
Affairs said in a statement adopted here,’ "that there have been several 
instances in which church councils abroad and’ Christian leaders in the West 
have failed to be fair to the Indian viewpoint and Indian Christian opinion 
generally". 


The commission charged that "most of the statements by the National Christian 
Council of India, as well as those made by responsible church leaders in 
(this) country were blacked out in the press and the church councils abroad", 
and noted that this "has raised sharp questions in this country". 


"We feel concerned to point out", it said in its message addressed to 


Christian organizations abroad, "that we expect of those who are neutral in 


this situation to be fair to both sides in all matters, especially in 


- publishing the respective views and stands of the two sides". 


It enumerated a series of points on which it expressed belief that "there is 


general. consensus among Christians", including the following: 


1. "Governed purely by the requirements of effective defence against the 
threat to the freedom and integrity of the country, India took enn tr 
check Pakistan's military moves." ‘ 


os "India's counter moves were intended to defend not only its territory 
but also its political ideals and its! way of life, which.is that of a 
secular democracy." 


Fs "Kashmir has become the symbol of the country's ethos and outlook to 
whith Pakistan's attack constituted a. threat." 


The commission stated that Christians in India "do not hold these views as an 
inevitable choice of a small minority; they do so spontaneously and. 
conscientiously, exercising the freedom that belongs to all citizens in the 


country". 


It emphasised the Christians: conviction that "our own interests as a 


religious community are best safeguarded in a secular state", pointing out 
that "because our secular democracy is still in the making, it needs Buea Res 
support from all quarters". 


At its meeting here, the commission also decided to "bring to the attention of 
the Roman Catholic Church and the National Christian Council of India the 
urgency of setting up a joint committee on international affairs...for mutual 
consultation and joint action". As a preparatory step, it advocated holding 
a joint conference with its Catholic counterpart in May 1966. EPS, Genevas 
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RHODESIAN CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 
REJECTS SMITH GOVERNMENT 


(Salisbury) ~ The Christian Council of Rhodesia has reaffirmed its loyalty 
to Queen Elizabeth II "within the Constitutionse,».accepted by the lawful 
Parliament of Rhodesia (in) 1961" and pledged itself "to work for the rapid 
restoration of a constitutional government in our land", 


It declared that it considered "the proclamation of a new Constitution of 
Rhodesia by a group of ministers, without the assent of the Parliament or 
Crown, to be an unlawful act, and any further enactments of Parliament to 
be unlawful unless confirmed by the lawful Governor", 


The council expressed regret over "the great blow delievered by. this act (of 
proclamation) to the concept of constitutional law brought to Africa by a 
Western civilisation nurtured in Christianity". 


The Roman Catholic Church of Rhodesia also bitterly criticised the government 
of Mr. Ian Smith for seizing independence and warned that by its racial 
policies it was courting disaster. ~ 


A pastoral instruction handed to Catholic church-goers all over this country 
recalled that their church had already cautioned that "an immoral state of 
affairs exists when nationalism or race or economics..-+becomes the dominant 
norm of behaviour and is placed above man", 


The Christian Council, in its statement, also reaffirmed its loyalty to the 
Governor of Rhodesia, Sir Humphrey Gibbs. 


It asserted that all who consider the Smith government's unilateral declara- 
tion of independence = "as we do" - to be "not only unconstitutional but 
wrongs.» by every traditional standard of Christian judgement on the legitimate 
' right of revolution against constitutional authority" were duty-bound to 

"make their allegiance to the Governor clear by letter or other action". 


(In London, the Methodist Missionary Society reported that the chairman of the 
Ghurch!s Rhodesia district, the Revs Andrew M. Ndhelela, was among those who 
had called on the Governor and assured him of loyalty and support. ) 


The Christian Council urged "men in Rhodesia and beyond its borders to 

abstain from violence and bloodshed", and "our own people to pursue their 
daily duty peacefully and share fully whatever privations and difficulties may 
come to us'', EPS, Genevae 


METHODISTS ASK FOR QUICK BRITISH 
ACTION TO RESTORE LAW IN RHODESIA 


(London) ~ The general committee of the Methodist Missionary Society appealed 
here to the British government to act quickly in Rhodesia to restore the 
authority of its Governor and solve that country's constitutional crisis, 


It urged the government to relieve loyalist Africans and Europeans in that 
* country of the present "intolerable" strain upon them to acknowledge the 
illegal authority which controlled their lives, families, and livelihood. 


The society's approved resolution also called on Christians to rally support 
for the measures necessary to establish in Rhodesia an administration 
pledged to the speedy development of fully representative government. 


(In Bangalore, India, the Christian Commission on International Affairs called 
the situation created by the Smith government in Rhodesia "an affront to the 


human dignity and rights of the African people" that "should be changed by all : 
means including military action". . » \ 
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isserting: that "the United Kingdom has an inescapable responsibility in this 
matter", the commission asked the British Council of Churches to "bring 
pressure on their government towards taking immediate steps, including 
military action". ) 


Meanwhile, the Rev. Paul Oestreicher, associate secretary of the International 
Department of the British Council of Churches, in a sermon at Westminster 
Abbey, voiced the plea that "the present violence without which no tyranny 

can live, be ended swiftly by our government in concert with the United 
Nations", 


Mr. Oestreicher praised the "courageous and wise lead" that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, has given respecting the Rhodesian crisis. 

He said that far from crying for anyone's blood, the Archbishop was profound- 
ly concerned for peace in Rhodesia. 


Dr. Ramsey himself, in his monthly diocesan bulletin, said that, now that 
Rhodesia has unilaterally declared independence, Great Britain has the 
“obligation to uphold law and -justice in face of rebellion with equal resolve, 
whether biack or white people are involved". 


Any faltering in that obligation, he warned, would invite extreme courses 
from other nations in Africa or elsewhere. 


Christians, the Archbishop said, will continue to pray for "all the Rhodesian 
peoples, black and white; those who are torn in their loyalty...3; those who 
are stubbornly in the wrong...; and our own and other governments that they 
may not shrink from whatever resolution is needed nor damage the prospects of 
a gencrous settlement in Rhodesia". ' EPS, Genevas 


WEST GERMAN CHURCHMEN URGE 
SUPPORT OF PHACEH EFFORTS 


(Frankfurt-am-Main) - Delegates of the regional Evangelical churches of the 
German Federal Republic declared at a study conference here that they consider 
themselves under obligation to "support every effort being made to avert | 
conflicts and warfare". 


"War in the atomic age ~- not only war with nuclear weapons but also’ the 
so-called conventional warfare which we are experiencing all the time - has | 
such inhuman consequences today for peoples and for individuals", that the 
Christians have no other choice, theysaids 


The conference approved a memorandum stressing the position that "war can no 
longer be justified today, because every war develops into a total war which 
involves the civilian population and does not stop at national borders 
anywhere", _ . 


The memorandum also characterised both service in, the armed forces and 
alternative (unarmed ) civil service as ways of assuming responsibility for 
peace whose legitimacy must be recognised. The choice of either one, it 
said, should result from a close examination of consciences 


The grave responsibility of the military chaplaincy also was underlined by the 
document drawn up by the representatives of the western Landeskirchen of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany. EPS, Geneva. 
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GREEK CHURCH REFORM BILL 
STUDIED BY ORTHODOX GROUP 


(Athens) ~ A special committee of the Greek Orthodox Church has begun a study 
of a government-sponsored bill now before Parliament that would reform 
current national law on the election, assignment, and financial support of 
bishops. 


The bill was spurred by the series of episcopal appointments - involving both 
transfers and consecrations ~— authorised by the majority of the prelates of 
the church in an assembly which the government called illegal. 


Parliament will not act on the measure until it has received the views of * 
the ecclesiastical committec, which is headed by the Primate of the church, 
Archbishop Chrysostomos of Athens and All Greece, 


Other members include the Metropolitans of Mytilene, Patras, and Trikkis, and 
lay theologians Hamilcar Alivisatos, Panayotis Bratsiotis, Constantine 

Bonis and Kamiris. The group was named by the Primate following a two-hour 
“conference with Prime Minister Stefanos Stefanopoulos. 3 | 


Among provisions of thegovernment bill are proposed many drastic reforms: 


Le All transfers and elections made recently by an assembly of 36 members of 
the hierarchy would be invalidated. This wouldapply even to those new 
bishops for whom consecration services have been held. 


2s A new Holy Synod would be established to replace the existing Synod. 

It would be headed by the Archbishop of Athens and be made up of from nine to 
twelve bishops. Bishops would be nominated by the Greek government and 
appointed to one-year terms» The terms could be curtailed or extended by 
royal decree. 


D4 New clections to fill 15 vacant sees would be held within a month of 
organization of the new Holy Synod. These dioceses were filled by the 36 
bishops who met despite the opposition of the government and the Archbishops 
Crux of the resultant controversy was the Greek law barring "transferability" 
of bishops. The government bill provides that bishops.who were elected 
"illegally" may qualify for diocesan posts in the "legal" elections 


As Retirement would be compulsory at the age of 80 for the Archbishop, 
bishops and assistant bishops, or at an earlier age if medically unfit. 

The present Archbishop, who is 90, would be exempt from the age provision but 
not from the requirement to pass the tests of a medical board. 


je Reorganization of church financing is a major factor in the bill. It 
determines the salaries of all prelates and provides for the administration 
of a special fund by the Minister for Religion and Education. All the 
bishops! income from weddings, christenings, funerals and other church 
services would be deposited in that ses Distribution of this income 
will be made to all bishops. 


In the past, all bishops! salaries were the same, but because bishops 
received 3 per cent of the income from weddings, christenings, and funerals, 
their total incomes differed greatly. 


The fund maintained by the Minister of Religion will at Foxe) eke ate +0 
the 68 diocesan bishops. Portions will be allocated for the use of the 
Primate and for priests and seminary students in need of aid. 
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In a press interview, one of the lay theologians on the committee studying 
the measure, Professor Alivisatos, of the University of Athens, defended the 
present control exercised over the church by the state. / 


"The church @oes not seem to be ready yet to assume full responsibility for 
its own organization", he told a correspondent of the Paris daily Le Figaro, 
especially since "there are very close ties between the people and their | 
ehurch, with the result that the people are more prepared to submit to the 
authority of the church than to that of their rulers". 


He argued that for this reason the state must retain its power over the 
church "in order to maintain its authority over the people - and the church 
needs to feel that it is protected by the authorities". 


Farlier in the week, Greek Orthodox priests clashed with demonstrators out-— 
side the Church of the Holy Trinity in Piraeus following the enthronement. 
there of Bishop Chrysostomos as Metropolitan of that city. 


Bishop Chrysostomos, former Metropolitan of Argolis, was one of the leaders 
of the bishops! assembly which, among other nominations in mid-November, 
transferred him to the newly created diocese of Piraeus. 


All the 36 bishops of that group attended the ceremony, which was the last 
of the official’ installation services for the assembly's 15 appointees. | 
Local authorities boycotted the enthronement on instructions from the 
government. 


Meanwhile, the Justice Department has ordered legal action against Metro- 
politan Iakovos of Elesson on the charge that he destroyed a royal decree 
that was posted on the door of the Athens archbishopric. The decree warned 
that the assembly's action in naming 15 bishops was in flagrant violation 
of Greek law. EPS, Geneva. . 


AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL LAUNCHES 
MAJOR CHURCH-LIFE PROGRAMME 


(Sydney) ~ The Australian Council of Churches has embarked on what it 
describes as "the most ambitious and unusual ecumenical programme ever 
attempted in Australia". . Ten thousand congregations throughout the common- 
wealth have been invited to enrol in the effort, called the Church and Life | 
Movement. | 


In the months up to next June, the movement plans to prépare at Least 
100,000 Australians for a seven-week programme of wide and active contact 
between lay church members and "people of good will" in their communities. 


From mid-June to early August next year, they are to meet together weekly 
in homes throughout the land to consider ways by which life in Australia can 
be improved. 


The first 600 of a planned 10,000 lay people and clergy have attended leader 
training courses to prepare them to direct the neighbourhood groups in the 
churches! combined endeavour to "establish renewed contact with the whole of 
Australian society". 


"Life to Spend", the programme book of the movement, was under preparation 
for more than a year before its appearance in November. At ‘Least 100,000. °: 
copies are expected to be used during the June-August meetings.e EPS, Genevase 
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CONFESSIONAL DIFFERENCES HELD 
AS OBLIGATIONS FOR DIALOGUE | | ? 


(Chicago) - Confessional differences should be regarded as obligations for 
ecumenical dialogue and not as barriers to cooperation and Christian fe low- 
ship, the director of the National Lutheran Council of the U.S. asserted 
heres 


Each tradition, Dr. Paul C. Empic of New York, told a gathering of nearly 

one hundred mission executives and staff personnel, "has been or can be 
enriched by the other". Approaching confessional differences as obligations | 
for dialogue was one of several postures, he said, through which confessional ~ 
bodies might influence constructively the course of member churches in 
ecumenical relationships. 


"The genuine koinonia (fellowship) which should characterise all of those in 
whom Christ dwells must replace the lovelessness and contentiousness which 
has been displayed so tragically in the past", he said. 


Dr. Empie spoke. at the annual meeting of the Lutheran Foreign Missions 
Conference on North Americc, a forum for the discussion of mission policies 
and problems. He suggested that churches also "utilise every opportunity 
for cooperative forms of witness and service which do not demand compromise 
Ori Faithes’ | 


"Getting to know others in the course of serving common causes usually 
generates trust and affection and assists the Holy Spirit in effecting His 
tconditioning! while the insights of others are appreciated and the grounds 
for differences are re-cxamined", he added. 


As another guidcline, the NLC executive advocated that "whenever possible" 
serious efforts should be made to establish altar fellowship with other 
evangelical churches. 

"This", he said, "requires a clear distinction between those diverg:ncies in — 


understanding of the Christian faith which prevent it and those which do not". 


Dr. Empie suggested furthor that when daughter churches consider union with 
others, provisions should be made for such continuing ties and consultavive 
relationships with the world confessional bodies "as are deemed expedient and 
assure them that normally there will be no abrupt cutting of financial af 
support". 


He cautioned, however, that "a guarantce of the continuation of support with- 
out regard to what the faith and practice of the united churches might be 
would be unwise, to say the least". 


As a final guideline, he called for "much more active" participation in 
ecumenical agencies like the World Council of Churches and the World Student 
Christian Federation. EPS, Genevas 


GERMAN BAPTISTS REITERATE | 
OPPOSITION TO WORLD COUNCIL . . 
(Bethel ) ~ The board of the Association of Free Evangelical (Baptist) Churches 


in Germany has reiterated its stand against joining the World Council of 
Churches, 


Its decision was attributed to theological reasons, with special refcrence to 
the definition of the basis of Christian unity adopted at the World Council's 
New Delhi Assembly in 1961. 


It was indicated, however, that the association would continue to participate 
in ecumenical projects, particularly in various kinds of mission and ‘ 
diaconic work. | -EPS, Geneva. 
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NEED FOR CHURCH REFORM 
TO BE STUDIED IN NORWAY 


(Oslo) ~ An investigation into "the needs and possibilities for reform so .that 
the church can better fulfil its task among our people" has been advocated by 
the Voluntary Church Assembly, a representative but unofficial organ within 
the (Lutheran) Church of Norway. 


Delegates at the body's quadrennial meeting here voted to ask its new Church 
Council to "see that a commission is appointed" for such a purpose. The 
adopted resolution: said the commission should "examine the position of the 
Church in socisty today" as a background for such a study. 


In a press interview after the meeting, Bjarne Harcide, director of the 
Institute for Christian Education here, who was elected to succeed Bishop 
Per Juvkam as chairman of the Church Council, cited two points which he said 
were stressed during discussion of the proposals ; 


1. In order that the national church may be autonomous in internal, spiritual 
matters - "in questions conoerning religion" - it must have an official 
national supreme organ of its own: a demand that the Storting (parliament) 

has refused up to now. | 


2. "Much more than before, the church must assign responsibility to the 
state and to society for external matters and tasks which are their duty." 


Mr. Hareide's first point indicated that, under his leadership, the assembly's 
Church Council may be expected to continue pressing the government for a 
top-level church organ - at least a council - with official status. Such a 
move would grcatly lessen the necessity for the assembly itself, a Mista cas 
institution with no formal authority. | bot 


The Voluntary Church Assembly describes itself as "a forum oe pen dae dF 
religious opinions and for consideration of topical problems in the life of 
the church and the community, thus serving to unify and encourage all 
activities within our national: Lutheran Church". 


Its 1965 meeting was its 20th. It met every two years up till 1961, when the 
interval was changed to four years. The assembly is composed of 142 elected 
diocesan representatives, two-thirds of them lay persons. The nine bishops 
of the Church of Norway are ex-officio members. HN eae EPS, Genevas 


PATRICK RODGER TO RETURN 
TO SCOTLAND FOR SERVICE 


(Glasgow) - The Rev. Patrick Rodger, exccutive secretary of the World Council 
of Churches! Department of Faith and Order, will return to service in the 
Episcopal Church in Sootland in the sumer of 1966, the church's press 
officer announced here. 


He said Mr. Rodger will become eee canon of St. Mary's Cathedral 
in Edinburgh, succeeding the late Canon Samuel Getty. He is expected to take 
up his new duties in July. . . 


Ordained at Edinburgh in 1949, Mr. Rodger served as curate of a church in that 
city and then became chaplain to Anglican students at the university. THis 
1955 he was named study secretary of the Student Christian Movement in this 
country and three years later he became rector of a church in the Glasgow 
diocese. He has occupied the WCC post since 1961. EPS, Genevare 
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CATHOLIC, ORTHODOX DELEGATES 
RE-EXAMINE "EVENTS OF 1054" 


(Istanbul) ~ Special commissions appointed by the Vatican and the Houmenical 
Patriarch met here to study together "the events of 1054" - the historic 
dates of what is commonly called the Great Schism between Eastern and Western 
Christianity. 


The Roman Catholic delegation was headed by Bishop Jan Willebrands, secretary 
of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, and the Orthodox 
delegation by Metropolitan Meliton of Heliopolis and Theira. 


The assignment for their mecting in November at Phanar, the seat of the 
Patriarch, was to review "the events of 1054 involving the history of the 
two churches which affected their subsequent relations", 


Official Vatican sources emphasised that the meeting was an "exploratory" one 
by.a study commission which did not have to take any decision but merely 
examine "subjects to be discussed in the future". 


It was in 1054 that an exchange of excommunications took place here between 
Michael Cerularius, the Patriarch of Istanbul (then Constantinople), and 
Cardinal Humbert, the papal legate in this city at that time. 


A spokesman for the Ecumenical Patriarchate said the recently formed mixed 
commission agreed on the editing of a report to be submitted to the Pope and 
the Patriarch. He added that "the exchange of views was very cordial and ~ 
was carried out in an atmosphere of serenity and charity". EPS, Geneva. 


NORTH CAROLINA CHURCH MEETINGS 
CONDEMN KU KLUX KLAN 


(Charlotte, North Carolina) ~ Several Protestant church organizations, meeting 
within one week in different North Carolina localities, passed strong 
resolutions condemning the Ku Klux Klan movement. 


Delegates. to the annual secession here of the North Carolina State Baptist 
Convention unanimously approved a repudiation of the Klan as a group char- 
acterised by "bigotry, prejudice, intolerance, and ill-will". 


The triennial synod of the Southern Moravian Church, mecting at Winston-Salon, 
passed resolutions denouncing the "smear tactics" and'undemocratic methods" 
of extremist organizations and urging its members to avoid joining such groups. 


No specific organizations were named in the Moravian action, but the chairman 
of a sponsoring committee said the Ku Klux Klan was among those named in the 
committee’s discussion. 


Meanwhile, in Wilmington, the New Hanover County Ministerial Association . 
likewise issued a unanimous condemnation’ of the Klan and of public officials 
who show themselves "sympathetic" to its activities. 


The Deg aaa resolution referred to the Klants "perverted use of the Christian 
oross as a "desecration" which makes "the symbol of eternal love into a 
symbol of contemporary hate", . 


In the same week, at Little Rock, Arkansas, the Council of Churches of that 
rene commended its attorney general, a foe of the Ku Klux Klan, for his 
forthright stand and leadership against extremist violence and crime". 

: EPS, Geneva. 
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METHODIST BISHOPS DISOWN 
"DEATH OF GOD" THBOLOGY 


(Seattle) - The Council of Bishops of The Methodist Church has issued a 
statement reaffirming belief "in the living God" and. thus indirectly taking 
issue with radical theologians who are proclaiming "the death of God", 


"In a day of confused religious philosophies, some of them purpcrting to 
be Christian", such a reaffirmation "seems urgent", the council declared at 
its meeting hore. 


The bishops gave witness to “our abiding faith in the living God who is the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who moves purposefully in human history, and 
before whom each of His children has inescapable moral and spiritual respons-— 
ibility. 


"The ultimate meaning of human life is to be found in the crucifixion and 
resurrection of Christ because in Him is seen the God, alive and personal, 
who continues to give Himself for the redemption of His creation", they 
affirmed. 


"It is the existence of this God which gives life its eternal dimension .and 
which supplies power for the application of the Christian ethic." EPS, Geneva, 


ACCEPT DEATH OF GOD, . 
THEOLOGIAN COUNSELS CHRISTIANS 


(Atlanta) - Present-day theology must look upon God as "the ultimate source 
of a world of history which is now passing away", the controversial "death 
of God" theologian, Dr. Thomas J. J. Altizer of Emory University, told a 
conference here on "America and the Future of Theology". 


Such a conclusion-necessarily results if "the Christian God has become a God 
of the past and our past.is disintegrating under the impact of a revolution- 
ary future", he told 300 theologians who attended the conferences 


Christians, in his opinion, must accept God's death and get on with their 
faith in Christ, expressed in words and concepts today's world can under- 
stande 


At a gathering of religion teachers from Roman Catholic colleges and semin- 
aries at Buffalo, another Protestant theologian defended the "death of -God" 
preachers as men who may be mistaken in their theological views but who are 
"capable, sensitive, honest men responding to something deep in our culture". 


They are reacting to the widespread fecling that God has nothing to do with 
anything significant in modern life, explained Dr. Harmon Holcomb, a 
professor at thc Colgate Rochester Divinity School. He made it clear, 
however, that he was not a member of the "God is dead" school. EPS, Geneva. 


SYNOD URGES NO RACE BARS IN 
SOUTH AFRICAN ANGLICAN SCHOOLS 


(Cape Town). - A resolution calling on Anglican schools in South Africa not 
to exclude non-white pupils for racial reasons was unanimously approved here 
by the Synod of the Anglican Archdiocese of Cape Town. 


The resolution was introduced by Bishop Thomas J. Savage of Zululand and 
Swaziland, who said the Synod should sever connections with any church school 
that refused to admit non-white students because of race. 


‘The action is expected to be tested early in 1966 in a case involving Tye 


Thomas, a coloured Cape Town schoolmaster and Anglican churchwarden who for 
the past two years has unsuccessfully sought to have his son and daughters 


admitted to white Anglican schools. EPS, Geneva. 
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LATIN AMERICAN PRELATE URGES 
SOCIAL REFORM, INDEPENDENCE 


(Rome) ~ § Roman Catholic prelate from Brazil suggested here that the Latin 
American hierarchy should "stimulate and carry out a new Bolivarism whose _ 
aim would be not political independence but economic and social independence". 


The hicrarchy of Latin America "should openly do something to improve the 
condition of the masses", declared Mgr. Helder Camara, Archbishop of Recife, 
in a press conference at the Dutch Information Centre, where he spoke on 
"What the Council Could Not Say". 


Simon Bolivar, to whose work he alluded, was a great leader in South America's 
struggle for independence from Spanish rule in the early 19th century. 


Referring to the present role of the United States in the Western Hemisphere, 
the Brazilian churchman asserted that "political colonialism is over, but 
economic colonialism still remains serious and stiflinge 


"At a time when the Schema on Religious Liberty is being promulgated", he 
said, "two-thirds of ‘the human race are living in sub-human conditions which 
prevent them from understanding what liberty really means". 


Beaause of underdevelopment, many countries of Latin America and other parts 
of the world are "living in a way that is unworthy of human beings and is 4 
real insult to God's creation", according to the Archbishop. 


Charging that Brazil still has "medieval barons" who practise "the worst form 
of colonialism that I know", he advocated that the hicrarchy "give its support 
to a non-violent movement to arouse over-lords whose outlook is still medieval 
and colonial", | “A 


He also urged the Church itself to "try to get rid of the land that it owns, 
“especially if it is not being used for production". 


The Communist masses "will be convinced when they realise that they need not 
deny the existence of God and of eternal life in order to love men and to 
struggle for justice on earth", Mgr. Camara said. 


"They will then regard religion with attention and sympathy when they see that 
religion is determined not to act as a camouflage for injustice committed in’ 
the name of property rights and free enterprise." EPS, Genevas 


HAST GERMAN CATHOLICS OPEN 
CHURCH TO PROTESTANT PARISH 


(Leipzig) ~ A Roman Catholic church in the nearby town of Deutzen has warnly 
welcomed a local Protestant congregation under its roof after the latter was 
forced to vacate its own house of worship because of a neighbourhood razing 
operation. 


On Reformation Day the Protestant parishioners took leave of their old 
building with a communion service, then moved in a large column +o St. 
Conrad's Catholic church, where the priest greeted their arrival with a 
pealing of bells. The Protestant altar vestments and vessels were placed on 


a temporary altar set up for the guest congregation in front of the high altar 
of St. Conrad's. 


The old quarter of Deutzen, including the Protestant church and parish house, 


is being torn down because of the extension of coal-mining activities in the’ 
Borna district. EPS, Genevas 
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IN BRIEF 


To encourage and guide inter—confessional conversations on the local level, 
the United Presbyterian Church in the USA has begun distributing in its 
constituency a new booklet titled "Conversations with Roman Catholics on the 
Nature of the Church and cn Ecumenism". If United Presbyterians "are to 
come to know our Roman Catholic neighbours and their faith", the booklet says, 
Mwe must not only look at the obvious and familiar differences between our 
traditions but also note that, after four hundred years of separate develop- 
ment, many of the reasons for certain eye-catching differences have been 
forgotten". 


*% * T)7 


Biased by a near Ea tre decline, the Baptist Union of Scotland has decided 
to make 2 study of the position and strength of its churches during 1966. 
In the past year they suffered a net membership loss of 475 despite the 
arpa of more than 500 new members. Official figures for 1964 showed 

t Scotland had 18,732 speak church members. 


* % * 


The Swedish parliament has rejected a proposal to abolish religious services 
in the armed forces, but is has agreed to make attendance at the services 


voluntary. A bill under consideration would have done away with the 


compulsory services, conducted by ministers of the Church of Sweden, on the _ 
grounds that they violated religious freedon. 


* * * 


In Miami, Florida, representatives of nine Protestant denominational social 
centres have formed a Christian Community Service Agency to strengthen their’ 
efforts in resettling the new influx of Cuban refugees. Meanwhile, another 
committee, representing Miami Roman Catholics, Jewish rabbis, and nine 
Protestant denominations, has appealed to President Johnson to send a federal 
representative to direct a multi-agency programme to meet the emergency caused 
by the new influx. i 


* * * 


Led by the Jesuit priest who heads their institution, 150 English Roman 
Catholic students for the priesthood on November 27 made a "pilgrimage of 
reparation" to the Smithfield Memorial marking the place where 44 Protestant | 
martyrs were burned during the reign of Queen Mary I. The students were 
from Campion House at Osterley, Middlesex. 


Sere TY Se oo 


Final approval has now been given for the merger of three Protestant church 
weeklies of French-speaking Switzerland: La Vie Protestante of the Canton of 
Geneva, and the Canton of Vaud papers Semeur Vaudois and Le Lien. .The 
merged paper will be launched next Easter, with its main office in Geneva and 
a branch one in Lausanne. ; 


* * * 


A denonstration against restrictive Sabbath laws blocked Israel's main road’ 
to Jerusalem for nearly five hours in late November. As a convoy of 
demonstrators! cars entered the city, a crowd of local residents, Orthodox’ 
Jews, gathered to watch, forcing the police to impose traffic restrictions. 


* *% % 
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The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod (USA) has invited five other Lutheran 
bodies to participate in exploratory steps toward the objective of "common 
liturgical forms and a common hymnal". The invitation has been accepted 
by the American Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church in America, and the 
Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Churches; the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod is studying the matter, and no reply has yet been received from the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, 


* * * 


Franz Cardinal Koenig, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vienna, has been decorated 
at a ceremony in Vienna with the Cross of Mount Athos confsrred on him by the 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I. The Cross, which commemorates the 
millenium of the Orthodox monastic community in Greece, was presented to the 
Cardinal in token of Patriarch Athenagoras! gratitude for his efforts to 
foster better understanding bctweenthe Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches. 


* * * 


To provide homes at low rent for needy families in Paddington, London, 
irrespective of colour, race or creed, Christians in the area have formed 
the Paddington Churches Housing Association Limited. 


* * * 


United Church Women, USA organization, has condemned with "indignation" the 
"flagrant miscarriages of justice in the recent acquittal of the accused 
killers of civil rights workers the Rev. Jonathon Daniels and Mrs. Viola 
Liuzzo, in Alabama. The organization, a department of the National Council 
of Churches, said "these judicial travesties would not have occurred if the 
juries had accurately reflected the ethnic composition of the colmmunities" 
in which the trials were held. 


* * * 


Four Roman Catholic priests attended the installation of the Rt. Rev. 
Lesslie Newbigin, former director of the World Council of Churches! Division 
of World Mission and Evangelism, as Bishop in Madras of the Church of South 
Indias 


7 * * 


Tho Pakistani governmont has announced that the state radio will specifically 
include religious programmes "to inspire not only spiritual but also social 
and political life". The policy announcement did not say whether there 
would be any broadcasts sponsored by non-Islamic religions, who make up 

about 12 per cent of the national population. Less than one per cent are 
Christians. 


* * * 


Two congregations - one Presbyterian, one Methodist - have come together to 
form the first joint congregation of the Uniting Church of the City of 
Sydney in Australia. The city's Uniting Church scheme involves limited 
union of inner-city congregations. Pive or six other Presbyterian, 
Methodist, and Congregational churches are expected to unite in 1966 under: 
this scheme. EPS, Geneva. 
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COMMON DECLARATION BY VATICAN 
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


(Rome / Istanbul) - At two simultaneous ceremonies on December 7 a common 
declaration was made by the Vatican and the Ecumenical Patriarchate with- 
drawing the anathema pronounced between the sees of Rome and C:nstantinople 
a LO5a 


The declaration, which recalled "the painful decisions, acts-and incidents 
resulting in the sentence of anathema against the Patriarch Michael 
Cerularins in 1054 by the legates of the Roman see, and in the similar con- 
demnation of these same legates by the Patriarch and Synod of Constantinople", 
was read to the public session of the Vatican Council in the presence of 
Pope Paul VI and of a delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate led by 
the Metropolitan Meliten of Heliopolis and Theira,. 


In Istanbul, the same declaration was read at a solemn eucharist in St. 
George's Cathedral in the presence of the Patriarch Athenagoras I and the 
Holy Synod and of a delegation from Rome headed by Cardinal Shehan, Areh- 
bishop of Baltimore, 


"Now that a calmer and more equitable judgement ef these events has been 
reached", the declaration says, "we can see that their consequences far 
exceeded the aims and intentions of their authors who in condemning certain 
persons with their censures did not consider that they were breaking the 
ecclesiastical communion between the sees of Rome and Constantinople. 


"It is for this.reason that-Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras I with 
his Synod declare by common agreement: 


1) ‘that.théey regret the offensive words, the baseless reproaches 
‘endcondemnable actions which on one side and on the other 
marked and accompanied the sad events of that period; 


2) that they equally regret, withdraw, and expunge from the 
‘memory of the Church the sentences of anathema which 
-followed, the recs Jllection of which has remained ‘till our. 
own days as an. obstacle t<« drawing together in love; 


3) ‘arid, finally, that they deplore the regrettable events which 
‘followed and which, under the influence of various factors, 
‘including a mutual lack of understanding and mutual mistrust, 
finally led to the ede barhd rupture of ecclesiastical 
communion, Hy) 


While stressing that this aot -is not the ending of the schism between Rome 
and the .Orthodox Church, the declaration insists that it is "the expression 
of a Sincere and mutual dasipextomudedhaiian evo, and an invitation to 
continue, in a spirit of mutual trust, esteem and love, the dialogue which, 
with God's help, will lead them to Dike once more in that full communion 
of faith, of brotherly concord and of sacramental life which existed 
between them in the first thousand years of the Church's life", 

EPS, Geneva 
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POPE SHARES IN 
ECUMENICAL SERVICE 


(Rome) - At an ecumenical service held in the basilica of St. Paul's-outside- 
the-Walls, followed by a special audience, Pope Paul VI and the Conciliar 
Fathers took leave of the observers from the Orthodox, Anglican, and Protest-— 
and Churches on December 4. 


"We have come to know you a little better", said the Pope in his farewell 
address to the observers, "not only as individual representatives of your 
different confessions, but as Christian communities who live, pray and work 
in the name of Christ, as doctrinal systems and religious concepts and 
(this we say quite frankly) as Christian treasures of great value", The 
departure of the observers "leaves us with a sense of loneliness which we © 
did not experience before the Council", 


The service held at St. Paul's-outside-the-Walls (where on January 29, 1959, 
Pope John XXIII had announced his intention to convene a Council) is 
regarded in Rome not merely as unprecedented, but as an event of tremendous 
historical significance. The participation of the Pope himself in a ser- 
vice which included Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox prayers and 
hymns in Latin, French, English, and Greek, would have been quite inconceiv- 
able even a few years ago. 


"We have begun to love one another again", said the Pope in his address. 

He continued: "Together with Pope John XXIII, to whom we owe this trusting, 

fraternal conversation, the Catholic Church would like to celebrate permanent 
..and complete unity with you, with some of you. But she realises that this 

would be a case of human haste, and that before the goal of complete and 

genuine fellowship is attained we have still a long way to go and many 

prayers to make to the Father of Lights." 


The service opened with the Gregorian chanting of a Psalm and with a prayer 
by the Pope, asking God to fulfil Christ's wish "that all should be one", 

Dr, Albert C. Outler, of the Methodist Church of America, then read a passage 
from the First Book of Chronicles, Father Pierre Michelon of St. Sulpice read 
passages in French from the Epistle to the Romans, and Archimandrite Maximos, 
of the Greek Orthodox Church, read some passages of Scripture in Greek. 


The Pope's address was followed by litanies for the Church, for peace, and 
for the pastors of men's souls. Father Jan Maan, of the Old Catholic Church 
in the Netherlands, said a prayer in French, which was repeated in English 
by the Reman Catholic prelate, Mgr. Francis Davis. The service closed with 
the Lord's Prayer, said by everyone in his own language, a prayer by the 

Pope in Latin, and the Gregorian chanting of the "Magnificat". 


On the same day, a letter was read to the Council from the observers, express- 
ing their feeling of gratitude for the way they had been received and for 
the dialogue that had taken place. 


"What happens internally within one church is of interest for all others", 
the letter said, "We are firmly convinced that the communion which has 
been achieved up to this moment can still grow and that it surely will grow. 


"In the first audience granted to the observers, Pope Jchn XXIII spoke these 
words: ‘Let God be praised day by day',. These words can now be thus para- 
phrased: ‘Let God be praised for all that which, through the mediation of 
His Spirit, He has given to us today and for that which He intends to. give 
us in the future!," ) EPS, Geneva 


Roy be ea dils cae * 
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METHODIST OBSERVER HALLS 
REFORMATION +» ROMAN-STYLE ! cithe 


(Rome) - "Vatican II has been a council chiefly of charters, of new beginnings 
and mandates", according to Professor Albert C. Outler, observer in Rome for 
the World Methodist Council. "Far less has been accomplished than has been 
made possible; more frontiers have been opened up» than occupied. As vast 

as the agenda has been, it is slight in comparison with the budget of un- 
finished business. The real meaning of most of the conciliar documents has 
still to be worked out in practice - in the church in the modern world. 


"The most truly unique aspect of the council", according to Dr. Outler, "lies 
in its deliberate concern for reform within the limits of Christiam community 
and in vital continuity with the Christian past. One cannot miss the 
evident concern here for reform without schism in the soul of the Church - 
in the face of intransigence that has sometimes seemed to reach over and 
beyond the call of duty. 


"The distinctive style of reformation has not been without design. Pope 
John!s notion of aggiornamento was meant to imply reform and has done so — 
though not in the classical style of Hus, Gerson, or Savonarola, In 
accepting and modulating the Johannine programme, Pope Paul has become the 
highly reflective director of an incredibly complex enterprise that is 
solidly conservative in doctrine and discipline, on the one hand, and 
vigorously progressive in policy and programme, on the other. 


"Thus far", he said, speaking at a Roman Catholic reception in Rome, "you 
have avoided many of the standard ways of mismanaging reformations. Baie 
your laudable preference for community above polemics, for progress without 
schism, will you settle for anything less than your own highest responsibili- 
ties? In a world literally perishing for redemptive love, we all have need 
of mutual: exhortation and each the right to rejoice in all the charism of the 
Spirit - now sc abundant in your midst - and to hope for their full fruition," 
EPS, Genevas 


CULLMANN COMMENTS ON 
VIEW OF SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION 


(Rome ) —- "The hopes of Protestants from Vatican Council II have not only been 
fulfilled", according to Professor Oscar Cullmann, of Basel and Paris, but 
"the council's achievements have gone far beyond what was expectede 


"A clear majority of the council Fathers has expressed itself in favour of 

an inner renewal of the church. I am convinced that within the limits of 
continuity, the Catholic Church will adopt further chayges rendering possible 
closer contacts between us.! 


Turning particularly to the Decree on Ecumenism, he said, "an entirely new 
concept of ecumenism has come to the fore, inasmuch as the Roman church no 
longer appears as the only church, which absorbs all the others". 


Dre Cullmann went on to say that there are "limitations to the Catholic 
renewal", such as the concept of the primacy of the Bishop of Rome; welcome 
should, however, be given to the fact that this concept has been "mitigated" 
by the principle of episcopal collegiality. 


of the Decree on Divine Revelation, he said that there are "true gems in what 
it says about Holy Writ. In this field of New Testament theology we have now 
virtually reached fundamental agreement." 


In his opinion, however, the Catholic Church still does not recognise 
Scripture as the supreme norm, but insists as well on the dogmatic evaluation 
of the post-—apostolic tradition. Furthermore, Mariology which "has gained in 


emphasis in this council!, is."to the Protestant mind irreconcilable with ~— ; 
biblical concepts". ; EPS, Genevae j 
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OBSERVERS COMMENT 
ON VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome) — Further comments were made by other observers to the Vatican 
Council. Points from some of these are given below. 


Professor Kirsten -E. Skydsgaard, observer of the Lutheran World Federation, 
commented that the Doghatic Constitution concerning Divine Revelation was 

the most important event of the Council. ft is most important ecumenically. 
Although it does not remove the separation between the Reformation ohurches 
and the Roman Catholic Church, it offers “good and fruitful possibilitics as 
a basis for a new and deeper conversation in our churches", ‘ 


"When speaking of the precedence of Scripture", Professor Skydsgaard said, 
"the Constitution always does so on the explicit or tacit assumption that 
Scripture must be interpreted in the light of tragition. Scripture. exists 
for the church only in conjunction with tradition/that the Constitution is 
called !Verbum Dei!. The doctrinal authority of the Pope is not ‘superior! 
to the Word of God, but must always ‘listen piously to His Word!." Speaking 
of the Council as a whole, he said that it showed that "there are many 
tendencies within the Roman Church that are difficult to reconcile". After 
this Council the church would be on the one hand the same as before; .on the 
other hand it would be different. "This duality is part of the mystery of 
the Council," 


Drs Seppo OeTeinonen, general secretary of the Finnish Ecumenical Council, 
advocated more conversations between Lutherans and Roman Catholics. The 
documents of the Council deserved careful attention in the Lutheran churches. 


According to an Old Catholic observer, Professor Werner Kuppers, of Bonn, 
the Council has "iin a surprising and unexpected way" largely confirmed the 
standpoint of the Old Catholic Church and its teaching, 


Professor J. Pe Maan, of Utrecht, said that the Roman Catholic Church is 
reforming its liturgy in the same way as the Old Catholic Church; de- 
centralisation will give the bishops higher status - although this does not 
go far enough. in the Old Catholic view. It was not true to say that 

the granting of more authority to the bishops had reduced the power of the 
Vatican to take decisions, 


Professor Jean Bosc, of the Reformed Church of France, welcomes "the 
existence of clear signs of a desire for renewal and a readiness for 
dialogue in the Roman Catholic Church", 


Among such signs he listed: the Decree on Ecumenism which "marks decisively 
a turning-point in the traditional attitude of the Catholic Church to the: 
other churches"; the presence of the observers at the Council; the 

Decree on Religious Liberty, which indicates a profound change in the way 
the Roman Catholic Church approaches this problem; the Constitution on 
Divine Revelation which "opens the possibility of dialogue, and takes a 
position which will permit Catholic and Protestant theologians to undertake 
a common enquiry". 


"It is interesting to note", continues Professor Bosc, "the convergence of 
lines emerging from this text and from the study which took place at the’ 
Montreal Conference within the context of the World Council of Churches". 
Turning to the Reformed churches, Professor Bosc concluded: "to enter into 
this dialogue or to persevere in it means for «nem that they must exanine | 
themselves profoundly in the light of the Word of the God, and must be 
ready themselves to be questioned by the Roman Catholic Church". 


* and with doctrinal authority. It is of some importance EPG, Genevas 


? -_ 
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WCCO RELIGIOUS LIBERTY SECRETARIAT 
COMMENTS ON VATICAN DECLARATION 


(Geneva) ~ Commenting to EPS on the Declaration on Religious Liberty 
promulgated by the Pope on December 7, Dr. A. Carrillo de AlbornoZ, secretary 
of the WCC Secretariat on Religious Liberty said: "Some statements on 
principle included in the Declaration concerning, for example, the "uniqueness" 
of the Roman Catholic Church and the cnly truth being the Roman Catholic one, 


ot eee 


will cause uneasiness and bewilderment among. many Christians. 


"Tt is indeed most regrettable that highly anti-ecumenical statements have 
been introduced into a document that was expected to be a highly ecumenical 
declaration. In spite of this what really matters is that the Roman Catholic 
Church has clearly and solemnly renounced the use of the secular arm and any 
kind of coercion for oppression of other religious confessions and that it 
proclaims full liberty for all men, for all bodies, and for all religions 
throughout the world. °° This is so important that it almost makes us forget 
our grave reserve about other points of the document. 


"This new Christian unanimity, at least in the most fundamental points of 
religious freedom, opens world-wide ecumenical perspectives and will make 
ecumenical dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church much easier. Of course, 
declarations written on paper, however solemn, are not sufficient, As the 
Pope himself said a few days ago: The good results of the Vatican Council 
depend rather than on many laws and resolutions, on their faithful accom- 


plishment and practise, ! (L!Osservatore Romano, November 7, 1965). Only 
then will the good hopes aroused by this Declaration become reality, when 
documents become life." “ie 


Fuller treatment of the Declaration will be given in the next issue of the 
EHoumenical Review. EPS, Geneva» 


JEWISH LEADER RAISES QUESTION 
IN LIGHT OF VATICAN STATEMENT 


(New York) - Commenting on the final form of the statement on the Jews in 
the Vatican Declaration on the non-Christian Religions, the American Jewish 
leader, Rabbi Jay Kaufman, stresses that it said less than Jews hoped for. 
"In Jewish hearts", he wrote in the Bulletin of the Anti-Defamation League 
of B'nai B'ritn of which he is vice-president, "there has been no feeling 

of absolution for guilt, no feeling of exzoneration for a mythical crime: 

It is good that the charge of deicide, one of the seminal causes of virulent 
anti-Senitism, has been removed. But where in the declaration 1s there a 
word of regret over the blood and cruelty visited upon those now delcared 
innocent of the alleged crime? , 


"An era of stepped-up dialogues and exchange of views is about to begins 
Has the time arrived", he asked, "for candor, for airing basic problens, 
for saying to Catholics all that Jews have heretofore have said only among 
themselves? ; 


"Jews and Christians can work together but not at the price of a new 
religious syncretism or a melting down of Jewish heritage to a more accomod- 
ating configuration. To few churchmen is the hope of trying to make 
Christians out of Jews forgotten or the realisation that Jews will not 
accept Jesus, comprehended?" EPS, Genevas 
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SPANISH BISHOP COMMENTS ON 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY DECLARATION 


(Rome ) - According to the Bishop of Salamanca, the interconfessional 
atmosphere in Spain will in due course become more cordial under the 
influence of the abe Council, and especially of the Decree on Religious 
Liberty 


Speaking at a press interview in Rome, the Bishop said: "First of all we 
must examine the practical proposals of the Decree. If it recognises 
that religious minorities have full right to practise and to preach their 
faith both in private and in public, then we must apply this decision to 
the non-Catholic groups living among us.!! 


In reply to the question whether he thought the "Statute for Protestants!" 
would soon be passed, the Bishop said "definitely". In his view: the 
preparatory work for the Council, and its influence, will have a positive 
effect on the contents of the Statute, 


Admittedly, added the Bishop, the difficulties have not all been overcone 
in interconfessional relations in Spain. It is certain that’ during the 
first five or six years the Decree "will involve difficulties. We need 

a great deal of ecumenical enlightenment in Spain:and will try to give it." 
As a start in this direction the Bishop mentioned the ecumenical centre 

in Barcelona which organises interconfessional conferences, the "Centro 
Juan XXIII" in Salamanca which deals exclusively with the ecumenical train~ 
ing of seminarists, theologians, and priests, and the joint observance of 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in Madrid and other parts of Spain. 


In reply to the question, why the Spanish Catholics criticise the Protestants 
in their country, the Bishop said that many Protestants are accused of 
"unfair proselytism" because they “exploit the spiritual crises of many 
Catholic priests". Protestants are also criticised for creating confusion 
among the Spanish people because of the great number of different Protestant 
denominations, because of their disunity, and because of their widely 
differing methods. The Bishop said he realised that it is the sects, and 
not the Protestant churches, who are to blame for this confusion. In his 
view, however, it is urgently necessary "for the Spanish Protestants to ain 
first at unity among themselves, and at acting in accordance with the 
requirements of the ceumenical movement". 


The Spanish bishops are by no means agreed, however, on the interpretation 
of the-Declaration and on its implications for Spain. Mer. Guerra Campos, 
secretary-of the Episcopal Commission and Auxiliary Bishop of Madrid, 

is quoted as saying that the Declaration "leaves untouched the traditional 
doctrine of the juridical-confessional character of a nation and makes no 
change in the effect of the concordats". EPS, Geneva. 
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CHURCH LEADERS ADDRESS WASHINGTON 
MARCHERS FOR PEACE IN VIETNAM 


(Washington, D.C.) ~ The highest patriotism an American can have demands thet 
there be a change in the U.S. policy in Vietnam, Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, past 
president of the National Council of Churches and American Baptist Convention, 
told more than 25,000 persons in a rally concluding the March on Washington 
for Peace in Vietnam, on November 27. 


"Ts ita petrayal of these men in uniform", he said, "if we rise up to say, 
{Stop it! ! and by our protest as loyal American citizens try to protect 
thousands more of our countrymen from suffering the same fate"? 


In an appeal to the U.S. government to halt the bombing of North Vietnam the 
leaders of the March declared that "far from supporting the military victory 
of any side, we believe that anyonewho seeks to resolve the issues by a. 
final triumph of arms will prolong the agony of the Vietnamese people, further 
escalate the war, and thus ultimately threaten the very peace of the world. 


"All parties in Vietnam have the most urgent responsibility to come to an 
immediate political settlement of the war. We make our plea-..to all 
parties." — 


* 


Copies of the letter were sent to President Ho Chi Minh of North Vietnam and 
to the South Vietnamese National Liberation Front (Vietcong) as well as to 
the embassies of Great Britain and the USSR, co-chairmen of the Geneva 
Conference of 1954, Telegrams were also sent to Pope Paul VI and the 
United Nations Secretary General.U Thant. ‘EPS, Geneva. 


PRESIDENT HEARS BILLY GRAHAM 
CRITICISE VIETNAM PROTEST 


(Houston) ~ As President Johnson listened, evangelist Billy Graham concluded a 
ten-day crusade here with a sermon that included strong criticism of those 
who oppose U.S. policy in Vietnam. 


The servicam aday proclaimed by President Johnson as a time for "dedication 
and prayer" for all who are "risking their lives to bring about a just peace 
in South Vietnam", was used by the evangelist as an occasion to speak . 
ello about the peace marchers in the nation’s capital the day 

STOrG. : . . 


"It seems", he said, "the only way to gain attention today is to organise a 
march and protest against something. Even a little handful can make a great 
noise and get national attention if they are protesting and demonstrating." 
Dr. Graham later told newsmen that extremists in demonstration, against the 
Vietnam war may well be prolonging the.very thing they seek to halt. 


"Americans have a perfect right to peaceful demonstration, but this right also 
carries responsibilities", he said. The extremists among the demonstrators, 

he said, "include those who burn their draft cards or themselves and those who 

carry Vietcong flags". 


Dre Graham said that "many of the demonstrators are blaming the situation on 

the present Administration, but that is not logical, At this time when we 

have men dying in Vietnam, we must pledge our loyalty to America." 
EPS, Genevae 
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CLERGY PROPOSE WHITE HOUSE 
CONFERENCE ON VIETNAM 


(New York) - Nearly 500 Protestant, Roman Catholic clergy and laymen, at.a 
study conference here called by the newly-formed Clergy Concerned About 
Vietnam group, urged re-examination of U.S. policy in the embattled country 
‘at top governmental and religious levels. 


In a resolution that declared "most of us share the conviction that the 
conflict in Vietnam according to our religious traditions is not a just war", 
the conference called on President Johnson to convene a White House conference 
of scholars, religious leaders, and Asian experts to probe U.S. policy. 


The National Council of Churches and leading Catholic and Jewish groups were 
called on to form a special Commission on Religion and Peace. An immediate 
goal of such a commission, it was stated, should be to hold a conference on 
peace along the lines of the national Conference on Religion and Race held 
in Chicago by major religious organizations. 


The conference brought together not only speakers who questioned U.S. Vietnam 
policy, but also featured an address by a defender of the Administration 
position, Dr. Frank N. Trager, professor of political science at New York 
University. 


Another speaker was Father Philip Berrigan, S.S.J., of Baltimore, brother of 
Father Daniel Berrigan, S.J., of New York. Father Daniel Berrigan, co- 
chairman of the group has been sent to South America on an assignment for 
the magazine Jesuit Mission, 


The two other co-chairman publicly affirmed that the Jesuit priest had been 
ordered by his superiors to end his association with groups or individuals 
involved in discussion of the Vietnam conflict. 


A committee for Father Berrigan has since been formed by prominent Roman 
Catholics and an open letter sent to the New York archdiocese and to the ~ 
Jesuit community, | EPS, Geneva, 


N.Z. PRESBYTERIANS ENDORSE 
‘UNION! STATEMENT OF FAITH 


(Dunedin) - The New Zealand Presbyterian Church's annual assembly has approved 
the Statement of Faith.drawn up by the Joint Commission on Church Union 
representing the Associated Churches of Christ, the Congregational Union, and 
the Anglican, Presbyterian and Methodist Churches, as "a sufficient statement 
of the historic Christian faith of the negotiating churches to enable the 
Presbyterian Church of New Zealand to share further in the preparation of a 
basis of union believing that the faith here set forth is that of ‘the one, 
holy, catholic and apostolic Gaourch". 


Twenty-one ministers and 14 elders, out of an assembly of 365, recorded 
dissent from the Presbyterian endorsement. 


The act of unification of the ministry in the United Church,as envisaged by 
the joint commission, calls for these words to be said at the laying on of 

hands on all -the present ministers, including Anglican bishops: "Forasmuch 
as you were called and ordained within the... Church to the ministry of ‘the 
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Church of God, and are new called to the ministry of the Church of God within 
the United Church, may God, by the Holy Spirit, continue His gifts in you, 
and bestow on you, according to His will, grace, commission and authority for 
the ministry of a presbyter (or bishcp, as the case may be) of the Church of 
God within this church, | 


"Take authority to preach the Word of God, to fulfil the ministry of recon- 
ciliation, and to minister Christ's Sacraments in the United Church. see 
that you do all these things in brotherly partnership with God's servants. 
whom in this union of churches He has made your fellow workers." 


Similar endorsement is being sought from each of the negotiating denomina- 
tions’ and has already been given by the Methodist Conference. EPS, Geneva 


NIEMOELLER UNABLE TO OBTAIN 
SOUTH AFRICAN VISA 


(Johannesburg) - The South African Lutheran Church has been unable to obtain 
an entry permit for Pastor Martin Niemoeller of West Germany and has virtu- 
ally abandoned plans for the noted churchman's four-week preaching tour in 
this. country. 


Dr. Niemoeller formally applied for the entry visa early in November, 
Usually such permits are granted in about a week, but the South African 
Department of the Interior has offered no reason for. the long delay. 


The tour, which was to have begun in mid-November, was to include Johannes- 
burg, Pretoria, and other cities where the German-visitor was to address 
Afrikaans: and English-speaking churches, 


Dr. Niemoeller is a co-president .of the World Council of Churches. He is. 
also a former president of the Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau. 


Many South African newspapers have questioned edit:rially why Dr. Nizmoeller 
has not been given the visa, The Rand Daily Mail writes: "A great many 
people will assume refusal of the visa was caused by the. fact that Niemoeller 
is anti-Nazi. We hope they are wrong. Others may conclude it is because 
the pastor is frank about race relations or perhaps even because of his 
association with the World Council of Churches," + aie! 


If the South African government wanted to be considered "reactionary and 
bigoted" it was going about it the right way, the Daily Mail said, by ; 
refusing to admit Dr. Niemoeller, "What can South Africa lose by welcom- 
oe mem?! Tbhvasked ws: . EPS, Geneva 


SWISS CHURCH ADVISES ON 
WEEK OF PRAYER ACTIVITIES 


(Berne) - The Synodal Council of the Reformed Church of Berne, Switzerland, 
in a circular letter to pastors and parish councils regarding the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, rejects all "preconceived opinions" about other 
confessions and all‘illusions" about the position of interconfessional rela- 
tions. "The renewal of our own church has become increasingly urgent", the 
letter says. "Such an attitude will enable us to venture upon more fresh 
encounters with our Catholic brethren." The Council advises against. joint 
Services during the Week of Prayer but advocates meetings for Bible study, 


and joint meetings for exchange of information to which the Free Churches 
Should also be invited, EPS, Geneva 
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM 
THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE woc 


(Geneva) ~ Why was King Herod so worried when the magi told him of the birth 
of the King of the Jews? Was it just professional jealousy and the fear 

of serious competition, There was another reason. The child was. not. to’ be 
an ordinary king. . The priests and scribes told Herod that this was to be the 
Messiah, the special envoy of God. Herod was afraid that God would interfere 
in his life, That was the last thing he wanted. So the dangerous baby had 
to be eliminated. When the great massacre had taken place Herod would feel 
secure again. He had firmly closed the door for God. 


But God returned by the back-door. Joseph and Mary had taken the baby to 
Egypt and at the right moment they brought the. baby quietly to Nazareth where 
Jesus "increased in wisdom and stature and in favour with God and man". 


So the Christmas message is that God comes to our world in spite OF well 

- attempts to keep him out. When men shout: "God is dead", this can only 
mean that He is not in the place where they are looking for Him. But He 
always finds an entrance, generally a very unexpected, unobtrusive- entrance, 
For Christ comes without noise and the Kingdom of God "does not come with 
signs to be observed". Whether we will have a genuine Christmas this year 
_ will depend on our readiness to let God "interfere" in our lives and on our’ 
ability to distinguish Christ's quiet voice of authority among the many loud 
voices around us. EPS, Geneva. 


COUNCIL OF CHURCHES APPEALS 
TO INDONESIAN CHRISTIANS 


(Djakarta) - Referring to the recent "catastrophe" which "has affected the 
entire population of Indonesia and especially our armed forces", the — 
Indonesian Council of Churches has issued a "declaration and appeal" addressed 
to Christian sgongregations all over Indonesia urging them: 1. "to witness to 
the consolation of God!s Word as well as the demands e makes upon us as a 
people and as a state at this time"; and 2. "to intercede fo> our country and 
our people, especially for His Excellency the President and his colleagues, 
and to ask for consolation for the families and parents of our revolutionary 
heroes and other victims of the recent catastrophe", 


. The statement also said: "It is our duty, as a Church living in the light of 
God's word to renind ourselves 


(a) That man as a sinful creature needs conversion to God and constant renewal 
of life if he is not to fall into the diabolical temptation to do what is 
against the will of God and surpasses the limits of humanity; and 


(b) That only when society knows itself responsible to God and to humanity, 

can the basis of the state and the noble ideals of our revolution be safe- 
guarded and realised. For this reason, we urge all citizens and all groups 

in the Republic of Indonesia to examine themselves before God, who is the first 
leader of our national life. It is He who gave us freedom, and it is to Him 
that we are in the first place responsible, May the recent calamity open 

our eyes and make us realise our responsibility to God and to our neighbour 
for each word we speak and each deed we perform." EPS, Genevae 
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JAPANESE CHRISTIANS PLAN INSTITUTE 
FOR MEDICAL WORKERS OVERSEAS 


(Tokyo) ~ The Japan Christian Medical Association is seeking to expand and 

to make more permanent its service to co-operative medical endeavour in 
southeast Asian countries through the establishment of a medical institute in 
Japan which would include a "resting home" for medical workers who return fror 
work in other lands, and a "training home" for medical workers preparing for 
overseas service, as well as other medical facilities. 


Growing rapidly over the past 15 years, the Association founded in 1950 now 
has about 700 members including 350 doctors and over 130 nurses, and 20 local 
Chapters besides the headquarters in Tokyo. 


The purpose of the group is stated as "the strengthening of fellowship anong 
Christians doctors, nurses, and other medical workers in the name of our Lord; 
to unite those who work in the same medical fields in the spirit of Christ; 

to provide mutual opportunities for the study of medicine; and to make 
available medical service to those who are in need with a sincere Christian 
spirit", 


The establishment of a medical institute would be a valuable facility to aid 

in the preparation and orientation of medical workers from Japan and other’ 

nations who are preparing themselves for medical mission in southeast Asia: 
MPS, Geneva. 


WORKER-PRIESTS FOR ENGLAND 
URGED BY ANGLICAN BISHOP 


(London) - The Bishop of Southwark, Dr. Mervyn Stockwood, writing in the 
Catholic Herald, has commended the working priest experiment to be conducted 
by the Roman Catholics in France and urges the Church of England to follow 
their lead. : 


Bishop Stockwood complained that the Church of England was the church of the 
middle~classes in this country. "When shall we attract the Socialists and 
the trade unionists?"”, he asked. "It is time we took a leaf out of your 
book." é 


He declared that the concept of Anglican clergymen being Christian gentlemen 
of the professional classes was 40 years behind the times. "IT want men", he 
added, "to go in on the ground floor and work out what it means to be a priest 
in the harsh environment of industry and commerce, and within this context to 
establish the Church and to break bread", EPS, Geneva. 


GREEK BISHOPS 
PETITION KING 


(Athens) - The assembly of bishops of the Church of Greece has appealed to 
King Constantine to protect the Church from the encroachments of the state. 
In a letter to the King they have asked him to intervene as "protector and 
defender" of the Orthodox Church of Greece to restrain the government's 
"revolutionary" plan for church reform, Similar. appeals were sent to the 
leaders of political parties, 


Karlier negotiations between Mr. Allamanis, the Minister of Education and 
Religion, and a commission of four bishops: broke down, The Minister re- 
iterated the government's determination to proceed with the church reform 
Bill which was tabled in Parliament last week (EPS No. 43). : 


The 15 bishops elected to vacant sees in defiance of the governnent ban are, 
returning to their dioceses for their enthronement. The government has 
forbidden them to carry out any official functions. - EPS, Geneva, .— 
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THE CHURCHES OF CAMEROON 
ARE WORKING FOR UNION 


(Yaoundé) - "The union of the Protestant churches in Cameroon has not yet 
taken place; ~~ it remains to be done. We must pray that it will take place 
in accordance with the purpose of God in Jesus Christ", write Professor 

J. Ngally in the November issue of Flambeau, a French-language review of 
African theology. 


Professor Ngally describes the progress made towards union. In September, 
1964 the delegates of the Presbyterian Church of West Cameroon (PCWC), the 
Evangelical Church of Cameroon (ECC), and the Presbyterian Church of Cameroon 
(EPC), met at Kumba, and decided to appoint a unity committee which would 
commit the participants to collaborate with a view to organic union. 


In January, 1965, this statement was accepted by the General Assembly of the 
EPC, and by the General Synod of the ECC in February, 1965. The Synod of 
the POWC, which had initiated the union project, stated at that time it 
accepted iat in principle. 


Other churches invited to attend the union reacted favourably by sending 
observers to the next meeting. But they have not yet decided on their 
position towards the union. They are: the Baptist Convention of West 
Cameroon, the Union of Baptist Churches of Cameroon, and the Protestant 
Church of Africa. : So anual 


Between the second meeting held at Kunba~Fiango in March and the third meeting 
held at Douala in October, 1965, the work continued, several sub-comnittes 
being formed to study and define the basic principles on which this union 


will rest, and to work out a project. 


Arrangements are also being made for a merger between the three theological 
colleges (Nyasoso, Nduongué, and Bibta) belonging respectively to the PCW, 
the EEC, and the EPC. The site of the joint seminary will be at Douala. 

; EPS, Genevae: 


ANGLICAN BISHOPS CRITICAL 
OF ABORTION LAW 


(London) - A bill designed to reform the existing laws on abortion was 
strongly criticised when it was brought before the House of Lords on Tuesday 
under the sponsorship of Lord Silkin, a former Labour minister. 


In its present form it would make it legal for a registered medical practi- 
tioner to terminate pregnancy under certain conditions including risk to the 
mother's physical or mental health, and where pregnancy resulted from a 
sexual offence. ; 


One of the critics was the Bishopof Southwark who, held that it placed too 
heavy a responsibility on the doctor and suggested that the governnent might 
appoint an interdepartmental committee to consider the advice of the churches, 
the medical and legal professions, and psychiatric and social workers and so 
have the evidence on which to base informed opinions 


The Bishop of Exeter said that the bishops supported the Bill in principle 
because the law on abortion needed clarification and some extension. 


"The rights of the mother, who is a full member of the human race, take 
preference over those of her unborn baby", he said. | 


The Bill received a second reading by 67 votes’ to eight. EPS, Geneva. 
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' PRESBYTERIANS AND CATHOLICS nek 
PLAN JOINT BOOK OF WORSHIP 


(Philadelphia) - A common book of worship and Bible study for Roman Catholics 
and United Presbyterians in the USA may be a reality before the end of 1966, 
spokesmen for the two churches said at the conclusion of a two-day conference 


here. 


They reported that basic agreement on a tentative draft for the proposed book 
had been reached by the official joint committee of the two churches, comprised 
of some 40 theologians and lay leaders. 


The common book of worship and Bible study will have three sections. The 
first will have selected prayers oe devotions, suited for occasions for 
united worship. 


The second section melas contain oe of Scripture suitable for worship or 
study together. 


The third and longest section will contain selections from the Bible and 
commentaries to point out where Catholics and Presbyterians have sinilar or 
contrasting theological views or interpretations. The intent would be to 
encourage "intelligent dialogue" that could lead to mutual understanding of 
divergent viewpoints and also -to inspire "common social action". 


Even if the book is approved at the highest levels in the two churches, its 
usage would remain optional with each Catholic bishop and with individual 
Presbyterian congregations. It is likely, however, that Afi the book ie 
approved it would be fairly widely used as an ecumenical tool. EPS, Geneva. 


LEADERS FROM YOUNG CHURCHES 
REPORT TO PARIS MISSION 


(Paris) ~ For the first time. in the history of the Société des Missions 
Evangéliques de Paris the present problems of mission work were described » 
to the General Assembly meeting 6-8 November by the leader’ of nine young 
churches founded by the Mission and not by the director. 


These church leaders had already met at Douala, Cameroon, from October 24-27 
(EPS NOs 40); they now presented the conclusions of that meeting to the 
Assembly, which welcomed these findings and requested the Committee "to 
associate immediately the authorities of the churches of Africa, Madagascar, 
and the Pacific (affiliated to the Paris Mission) with its work; to start 
missionary work without delay in an area that has not yet been evangelised; 
form a temporary team which would be at the disposal of the European churches 
which desired to enlist its help; and to proceed to ‘study structural reforms 
in the mission which are today recognised to be necessary. EPS,. Genevas 


ROLE OF BISHOPS CONTROVERSIAL 
IN AUSTRALIAN UNION SCHEME ? . oe a 


(Sydney) - Creation of a system of bishops is reported here to be the most 
controversial issue in current moves to unite the Presbyterian, Methodist, and 
Congregational Churches in Australia. | 


Reactions to the proposed basis of union are being studied in Melbourne by the 
JOint Commission on Christian Unity. It is expected that there will be 
strong pressure to postpone the question of bishops until after the three 
churches have united. . 


The role of a bishop in the proposed Uniting Church would be that of ehief 
pastor rather than that of an administrator confined to certain territory. 


This proposal has aroused great Anglican interest (EPS No. 42). If. the 
scheme for bishops is deferred indefinitely or rejected, the possibility of’ 


Anglicans later entering the union is made more remote. EPS, Geneva. a 
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IN BRIEF 


The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church has welcomed the pro- 
posal from the Dutch Mission Council that missionaries from Asia should be 
asked to come to Holland, Owing to the growth of secularism, Holland is as 
much a mission-field as any of the younger churches overseas. The plan will 
be put into effect by the appointment of Japanese industrial chaplains to 
work in the Netherlands. 


x * * 


Peru's Protestant churches celebrated in November the 50th anniversary of the 
proclamation of the country's Law of Freedom of Divine Worship. It was in 
1915 that the national Congress, in the face of fierce opposition from the 
President and the Roman Catholic Church, amended the Constitution of Peru to 
guarantee the free exercise of religious belief. 


rag ehgices * 


The general secretary of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
USA, Dr. R.«H. Edwin Espy, has announced plans for a "first exchange of views" 
on a formal consultation basis between representatives of NCCC member con- 
munions and the Roman Catholic Church in-the USA. The meeting is scheduled 
for the last day of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Jan. 18-25, 1966. 


HE baa * 


Prof. J.-L. Leuba of Neuchatel is president of a new Swiss Theological Associ- 
ation founded recently. The association, which is open to theologians of © 
all confessions, seeks "to promote theological research through periodical 
meetings and through publications devoted to the study and discussion of 
essential questions in every sphere. of Christian theology", 


Tn eT ced) tana 


The Synod of the United Protestant Church of the Palatinate, Germany, has 
accepted a motion that infant baptism cannot be compulsory and that where 
postponement of baptism is requested for reasons of conscience, the church 
should not insist on infant baptism. Many young pastors in the Palatinate 
advocate adult baptism. 


EN ea ray 


Replying to a published letter from a reader, a newspaper of mainland China 
has described the ecumenical movement as "a plot hatched by the United States 
to make use of the two main parties of the Christian Church for sabotaging 
national revolutionary movements and spreading aggression against other 
countries", It added that “in the present day the Roman Church and the 
Protestant churches are exploited by the capitalistic countries of the West 

as instruments to subjugate the people and facilitate their acts of aggression 
against other countries", 


* * * 


The Rev. Christopher Wansey, a Church of England vicar and a Proctor in the 
Convocation of Canterbury, has tried to re-establish the ancient right of 
sitting in Parliament as a protest against the appointment of bishops by the 
Prime Minister. The first clergyman to claim his seat since the fourteenth 
century, he was politely turned back at the entrance to the House of Commons. 


Pet es * 
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The Salvation Army in Britain, whose missing persons bureau succeeds in 
tracing six out of ten of the absentee husbands and wives reported to it, 
is pressing for a government enquiry into the whole question of deserted 
families. It feels that it should be given more cooperation from official 
bodies, and that its own welfare services are more likely to reunite fami- 
lies than the efforts of the National Assistance Board, 


Ce MY RAS * 


Dr. C. Oscar Johnson, president of the Baptist World Alliance from 1947-50, 
has died at the age of 79. A former president of the American Baptist 
Convention, he became, following his retirement in 1957, a lecturer at 
Berkeley Baptist Divinity School in California. 

De Sina 
The Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Union, uniting German churches of 
united Lutheran-Reformed background, has called for the appointment of a 
Peace Committee by the Evangelical Church of Germany, in view of the fact 
that the work of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
evokes so little interest in Germany. The Synod also called for more 


contacts with Germany's eastern neighbours, and especially with the churches 
there. 


raat ovaries * 


A joint induction service of a Church of Scotland minister and an Episccpa- 
lian clergyman for work in the new town of Livingston, near Edinburgh, will 
take place on January 6 with the Bishop of Edinburgh and the Moderator of 
the Presbytery of Livingston and Bathgate taking part. The Church of Scot- 
land will share its extension church with the Scottish Episcopal Church and 
the two churches will cooperate in youth work, men's and women's organiza. 
tions and service to the community. It is hoped to build an ecumenical 
centre with the cooperation of other churches as well when the town centre 
of Livingston is developed .n five years! time, 


* * * 


Japan Bible Society recently published the annual report on promotion and 
distribution for the year (November 1964 -— October 1965), according to which 
the total number of Bible copies sold was 4,181,266 - 90.8% of the target. 
This indicates 1,063,610 increase in two years since 1963. It is remark- 
able in view of the fact that the country has less than 400,000 Protestant 
population. Especially. notable is the number of direct individual custom~ 
ers (25,815) who ordered the Bible not through churches, Christian schools 
or book-sellers. 


eee ch mite 


The second consultation of the Anglican and Methodist Committees in the West. 
Indies met at Codrington College, Barbados, November 22-26. The Co.sulta-. . 


tion prepared questions for discussion by church groups and decided to hold 
a conference for representatives of other churches in the West Indies to 
discuss the structure and the mission of the church so that eventual pro- 
posals for reunion would be based on needs which are felt by the-.church. 

As reported in EPS No. 39, the Presbyterians and the Congregationalists in 
‘Jamaica united on,December 1 to form the United Church of Jamaica and Grand 
Cayman. EPS, Geneva 
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END OF VATICAN II BRINGS 
MANY COMMENTS 


(Geneva) - The end of the Second Vatican Council on December 8, after 168 
meetings spread over four years, set going a flow of comments on its suc- 
cesses and failures. 


Dr, Franklin Clark Fry, head of the Lutheran Church in America and chairman 
of the WCC's Central and Executive Committees, said in New York that the 
Council had fulfilled his expectations. He thought that the Council's "two 
most influential and substantial achievements" would be found to be its 
Decree on Houmenism and its Constitution on the Church. In the Constitu- 
tion on the Church, Dr. Fry said, "the outstanding virtue was recognition 
that not only Christian individuals but Christian communities exist outside 
the Roman Catholic Church by reason of their baptism and the gift of the 
BOL Spar te As such, it represents a new true understanding of the whole 
Christian family." 


He thought that the Council's "major omission" was in not acting on a 
liberalization of the rules governing mixed marriage - the marriage of a 
Catholic to a Protestant or a Jew. . 


The Board of the United Evan; elical-Lutheran Church of Germany, meeting 
under the chairmanship of Bishop Hanns’ Lilje, Hanover, said in a statement 
that it regretted the question of mixed marriages was not cleared up by the 
Council but said that the question of mixed marriages must not be regarded 
as the test case for relations between the confessions. The statement 
added that the Board gave special attention to a report given by Bishop 
Hermann Dietzfelbinger, Munich, representing the United Church for Catholic 
questions, on the relation to the Roman Catholic Church at the end of the 
Council and continued: "The tasks which it presents for the Lutheran. 
churches cannot be formulated until the decisions of the Council have all 
been published and can be carefully examined." 


In The Guardian, Britain, John Lawrence-wrote: "What this Council has done 
is to point to things which are important and to open doors. The Decrees 


of the Council will never become bedside reading but they will enter into 
our thoughts in-a. hundred. ways. To the.man in the street the Church still 
seems professionally disapproving. When the Council's work is fully di- 
gested, and it will take a long time, the end of the Disapproving Church 
will have come," ; ite 


In the New Christian, London, Robert Nowel commented: "In the past, free- 
dom within the church has largely been restricted by means of the Roman 
Curia, and there may still be a fear that, once the Council is over, this 
body might attempt to undo what the Council has done and to return to the 
conditions of the first half of this century. This, however, is extremely 
unlikely... The bishops are now aware of their own strength: if they stand 
up to the Curia they can get it to back down." 


Moscow Radic, according to the Religious News Service, New York, broadcast 
that the "acute struggle" between "traditionalists and reformists" during 
Vatican II will continue in "different spheres" in the new Synod of Bishops. 
RNS reported that "most stations and press carried the comment in great 
detail, written by Anatoly Krasikov, who had covered the Council's sessions 
for Tass, Soviet news agency. 


"Mr. Krasikov'!s copy", RNS said, "stressed the fact that the Council fathers 
had rejected a plea from some 450 prelates to condemn communism and that 
'nearly all members of the Council were in favour of banning nuclear weapons 
and ending the arms race!," 


ee 
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Pastor Hébert Roux, the French Protestant Federation's observer at the 
Council, wrote in La Croix, Paris, about Schema XIII, which concerns the 
Church in the world today: "It is certain that this document will Lelp to 
encourage the ecumenical dialogue... One may regret that this Schema gives 
the impression that the reflection about this question (dialogue) is being 
pursued in too unilateral a way by the Catholic Church, without drawing 
the direct consequences of the Decree on Ecumenisn. 


"Among other things, this Decree invites Catholics to positive cooperation 
with other Christians in studying the problems of our time in order to 
manifest the Church's presence in the world," 


Pastor Roger Schutz, prior of the Protestant Community at Taizé, France, told 
Le Courrier, Geneva: "Schema XIII enables us to find a new approach to the 
world of our time. It will lead all baptised Christians to take an identical 
view of the man living in poverty in the southern hemisphere and the man 
living under excessive pressure in the northern hemisphere. 


"Por today only one thing matters: to assume responsibility for the future 
of man, to assume joint responsibility for this technological civilisation. 
The meeting between Catholicsand non-—Catholics will take place only through 
joint participation not only in promoting spiritual, life but also in promot—. 
ing the human life of everyone." 


Pastor Schutz added that he thought the Schema on Divine Revelation marked 
the end of the Counter—Reformation. 


Pastor H. R. Weber, assistant director of the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey; 
Switzerland, said in Semeur Vaudois, Lausannes "I am impressed by the whole 
thinking being pursued by Catholics on the subject of laity... The most 
striking thing of all is this Schema's emphasis on the apostolate of the 
dndividual, which is intimately related’ to the spirituality of each person. 

A few years ago the stress was on the organisational and legal aspects of the 
Church and on definitions. Today the emphasis has shifted: questions of 
organization, such as relations with the hierarchy, are placed last... 


"Both the Catholics and we non-Roman Catholics are talking a great deal about 
the Ladbys Now we must both set to work." 


Pastor Lukas Vischer, the WCC's observer at the Council, told the Ecumenical 
Press Service: "Among the four texts promulgated at the end of the fourth 
session, the only one of particular importance seems to be the Decree on the 
Missionary Work of the Church. This strongly stresses the fact that the 
Roman Catholic Church must be prepared to sollaborate with other churches, 
ecclesiastical communities, and organizations belonging to them. 


"This means that Unity and Mission are two realities which are indissolubly 
connected and that the scandal of division must be overcome in order to 

make a Christian witness. It means especially that all cooperation must be 
carried out in the name of Christ and His Gospel." EPS, Genevas 
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GREEK ORTHODOX TO CONSIDER 
WITHDRAWAL OF ANCIENT ANATHEMAS 


(Athens) — Msgr. Chrysostomos, Archbishop of Athens and Primate of the Y 
Orthodox Church of Greece, is to convene the Holy Synod to elicit its views 
about the withdrawal of the mutual anathemas. pronounced in 1054 by Rome and 
Constantinople (see EPS No. 44). © 


"Tt is for this high assembly", says the Archbishop, "to decide whether the 

Church of Greece should associate itself with this act", The Greek Church 

is autocephalous and does not regard itself as committed by the decisions of 
the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. 


Archbishop Makarios, head of the autocephalous Orthodox Church of Cyprus, will 
also convene the Holy Synod of his.church to study this question. 


Msgr. Benedictos, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, told the French 
Press Agency: "Together with the Holy Synod of my church I’ will study the 
official text of the proclamation made at Rome. and Istanbul. tl will then 
confor with the other Orthcdox Patriarchs.. Only then shall. I be able to 
comment on the decision taken by the Churches of Rome and Constantinople." 


In Jerusalem many Orthodox and Catholic Christians have decided to commenor- 
ate the withdrawal of the anathemas by celebrating Christmas on the same 

day - December 25 — in accordance with the western calendar., They will 
celebrate Haster on the. date of the Orthodox festival, 


After a largely-attended ceremony in the Patriarchal Cathedral of St. George, 
Istanbul, on December 7, Patriarch Athenagoras said: "I give thanks to God's 
providence for granting us this day, and I express my gratitude to Pope Paul | 
VL; whom we love and respect, Today we are not only writing a page in the 
history of the Church; we are also writing a page of love in the history of 

- our hearts." Cardinal Shehan, who led the Roman Catholics’ at the service, 
told journalists: "We have not yet arrived at union between the two churches, 
but we are experiencing a very significant event, for before we can go 
forward along the road to full communion we must remove the obstacles we have 
inherited. from the past. One of those serious obstacles is disappearing 
today.!! 


In Damascus, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch affirmed that "the’ 
withdrawal of the anathemas pronounced between the Roman Catholic Church and . 
the Orthodox Patriarchate of Constantinople augurs well for the future 
because it will make it possible to strengthen the agreement between the two 
churches". — ; EPS, Geneva. 


BISHOP APPOINTED NEW GENERAL SECRETARY 
OF BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


(London) - The Rt. Rev. Cyril Kenneth Sansbury, Bishop of Singapore and 
Malaya, has accepted an invitation to becone general secretary of the British 
Council of Churches in succession to the Rev. Kenneth Slack. Dr. Sansbury, 
aged 60, has been Bishop of Singapore since 1961. 


Dre Sansbury took part in the Evanston (1954) and New Delhi (1961) Assemblies 
of the World Council of Churches and was for some years a member of the 
governing board of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland. 


He hopes to take up his appointment with the British Council of Ghurches on 
June 1, 1966. Meanwhile, the Rev. John Weller continues as the Council's 
-.G¢sing general secretary. 


The Rev. Kenneth Slack left the British Council of Churches some months ago 
after being its general secretary since 1955 to become minister of ‘St. 
Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Cheam, Surrey, EPS, Geneva» 
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MORE CHURCH VOICES CONDEMN 
RHODESIA REGIME 


Goa ~ The Board of the acnene Missionary Society, which affirms it has 
a deep concern for the welfare of all the people in Rhodesia, passed without 
saeaeny at its meeting on December 8 a resolution deploring "the illegal 
declaration of independence" and supporting the British government in its 
efforts to maintain and strengthen legal and constitutional authority. 


"The responsibility of the British government and people is now even greater 
than it was before the illegal declaration", the resolution continues and 
addss "The legitimate demand.for advancement in political rights must be met, 
not only in justice to Africans, but also in the true interests of the future 
European minority. We believe, moreover, that unless the situation caused 
by the illegal declaration is quickly resolved, there will be increasing 
‘danger to the peace of Africa and of the world." 


The resolution says that the negotiation of a just settlement pe the future 
must include planned development to majority rule while safeguarding the 
rights of minorities, and should involve the British people in sharing a 
massive and costly expansion of education for Africans , especially at the 
higher levels. 


Britain's leading Roman Catholic periodicals, the Catholic Herald, the Tablet, 
and the Catholic Universe, have all condemned the "white supremacist" regime 
in Rhodesia and have applauded the decision of the territory's five Roman 
Catholic bishops to join other churches in opposing it. These papers publish 
long editorials which castigate Rhodesia Prime Minister Ian Smith for estab— 
lishing a "breakaway regime" designed to guarantee white leadership of the 
African majority. 


The former Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord Fisher of Lambeth, has said in a 
letter to the London Times that "in Rhodesia, so far as I know, the only 
responsible bodies able and willing to speak for all Rhodesians, white and 
black, with one voice are the: Christian churches, The Bishops of the 
Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches, along with the whole Council of 
Christian Churches there, having a proper Christian regard for all their 
members irrespective of race, have denounced Mr. Snith's regime as illegal 
and deplorable." EPS, Geneva. 


WCC STAFF WELCOMES CATHOLIC PLAN 
FOR ECUMENICAL WAR ON POVERTY 


(Washington, Bite) - An ecumenical approach to waging war on poverty in the 
U.S. and throughout the world, proposed by Roman Catholic spokesmen at the 
Catholic Association for International Peace (CAIP) conference here, was 
immediately endorsed by Dr. Elfan Rees, of the World Council of Churches, who 
attended as an adviser. ; 


The proposal made to the conference is to establish a national inter-religious 
committee dedicated to eliminating poverty around the globes It was advocat— 
ed by Msgr. Joseph B. Gremillion and Father Albert J. Nevins, M.M. It 
suggests that the U.S.- Roman Catholic Bishops Committee should set up an anti- 
poverty commission which would operate, without duplication, with parallel 
Protestant and Jewish groups. 


Dr. Hlfan Rees, the WCC's expert on refugee affairs, readily endorsed the idea 
of a "religious lobby" that would aim at encouraging public action by indivi-— 
dual governments and through the United Nations. 


"The churches can lead he way with experiments and pilot projects", he told 
_ the conference, "in much the same way as they blazed the trail in coping with 
_ the world's Hide waht problem", . tie EPS, Genevas 
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VISSER 'T HOOFT PLEADS FOR 
A MORE RADICAL ECUMENISM 


(New York) -~ The ecumenical movement has now reached the point when costly 
decisions should be made in which the mutual correction of and by fellow 
churches must become far more radical and truly effective than hitherto, 

Dr. We Ae Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
told guests at the annual luncheon here of the Friends of the WCC. 


“We nust not give the impression that the churches in the ecumenical movement 
are like race horses that run very fast but refuse to jump when they come 
to the barrier. That is very bad for those in the saddle," he added. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft recalled that the New Delhi Assembly in 1961 had said that 
the achievenent of wnity will involve:nothing less than a death and rebirth 

of many forms of church life as these had been knowne "Nobody", he commented, 
"can possibly say that today we have carried that out", 


The WCC leader said that the Second Vatican Council was important because of 
the way it had let itself be stimulated by all the ecumenical developments of 
the last 40 or 50 years and in the way it had itself become the stimulant for 
future ecumenical developments. He praised especially Vatican II's declar- 
ation on religious liberty because it showed what could come out of ecumenical 
discussions 


LE oe sek significant action", he said, "not only because it helps in the 
relations between us but because it reflects the re-adjustment of the Roma 
Catholic Church to the world". 


Dr. Visser !t+ Hooft asserted that the ecumenical view of Christianity means 
that "we must prepare our churches ~- not only at the level of synods and 
assemblies, but especially at the level of the local congregations - to 
understand that the ecumenical movement dces-not only bring the joy of 
fellowship and mutual enrichment, but‘also the pain of self-sacrifice. 


"No-one must be asked to give up his deepest convictions about eternal truth, 
but all are asked to give what needs to be given up for the sake of unity, 
and what can be given up with a good conscience." EPS, Geneva 


DELTA MINISTRY, CRITICISED, 
TO BE PROBED | 


(Madison, Wis.) ~ Brooks Hays, once a Congressman from Arkansas and former 
president of the Southern Baptist Convention, will head a committee of the 
National Council of Churches (USA) to evaluate the Council's Delta Ministry 
programme for improving economic, social, and health conditions in 
Mississippi, and to recommend guidelines for future programmes. | 


The announcement was made by Bishop Reuben Hse Mueller, NCC president, at the 
General Board meeting here. 


Mr. Hays, an adviser to Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, is now a visiting 
professor at Rutgers University, New Brunswick, Ned. Dre Herman Morse, New 
York City, head of: the United Presbyterian Churchts Institute of Strategic 
Studies, was named vice-chairman of theevaluation committee. 


Some Southern members of the General Board have protested that the Delta 
Ministry was alienating sympathetic Southern whites by its militant actions. 
They were especially critical of one section of a report on the Delta 
Ministry's first year of operations which said that "a major difficulty now 
facing the Delta Ministry is not the action of the usual’ trouble-makers but’ 
the attitudes and practices of the so-called moderates". EPS, Genevae 
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IN BRIEF 


A youth service is to be set up by the Swiss Mission Synod and will begin 
work in the spring. The task of the servicé will be to encourage young 
volunteers in Switzerland and overseas countries to form work-teams and to 
coordinate their activities. 


PI 0h Re * 


Metropolitan Nikodim of I Leningrad and Lagoda, head of the foreign department 
of the Moscow Patriarchate, has had a private audience with Pope Paul VI. 

On behalf of Patriarch Alexius, Metropolitan Nikodim presented the Pupe with 
an icon. 


nar He * 


The synod of the Evangelical Church sf Silesia has urged Mr. Walter Ulbricht, 
president of the DDR, to create an. alternative form of civilian service 
which would not be under military jurisdiction. 


* * * 


To improve their knowledge of one another's aims, the Dutch Christian 
National Trade Union Association (CNV) and the Yugoslav Trade Union Associ-~ 
ation have agreed to exchange important articles published in their periodi- 
cals. The officers of the Dutch body say that the gulf between Marxists 
and Christians will always be irreconcilable but that contacts between 
Communist society and Western society are essential to understand each other 
better. 


ae Ne as * 


Dr. Benjamin F. Payton, aged 32, a Negro Baptist clergyman, is to succeed 
Dr. Robert W. Spike as director of the United States National Council of 
Churches! Commission on Religion and Race. Dr. Payton has headed the race 
programme of New York city's Protestant Council since early this year. Dr. 
Spike, director of the NCC race unit since it was formed in 1963, becomes 
Professor of Ministry, a newly created post, at the University ef Chicago 
Divinity School on January l. :— 


* * * 


An Anglican church, Holy Trinity, in the Birmingham suburb of Bordesley, 
Sneland, has been offered free of charge to the city's growing Greek Orthodox 
‘community. Negotiations for its transfer are now under wey 


* * * 


A "sound sheet" which can be played on any 33 1/3 rpm record player, has 
been bound into the December issue of The Methodist Story, published by the 
Church!s Commission on Promotion and Cultivation. One side of the sheet 
tells audibly the work of the denomination's TV, Radio, and Film Commission 
(TRAFCO) and the other side records a programme from the radin series "Man 


with the Mike", 

x * * 
Baptists and two other Protestant denominations in the Canary Islands, a 
Spanish possession off the northern coast of Africa, »btained permission 


from Madrid to advertise an eight-day crusade in the local newspaper, says 
the European Baptist Press Service. 


* * * 
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Episcopal Bishop Lewis B. Whittemore, of Western Michigan, has died in , 
Vineyard Haven, Mass.,; aged 80. He was rector of Calvary Episcopal Church 
in Pittsburgh when he broadcast from that church the world's first radio 
religious service over station KDKA on January 2, 1921. 


* * * 


Baptists in London, England, have formed "Narcotics Anonymous" to help drug 
addicts theres They will man a day-and-night telephone service with workers 
ready to go out at any time to aid addicts who make distress calls, 


%* * x 


The first consignment of Bibles in Twi (Asanti and Akuapem) has been shipped 
to Ghana from the USA, part of the order made last summer to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society by Ghana government!s book suppliers for 500,000 Bibles 
in English and local languages. Britain is meeting most of the order but 
part will be supplied in the USA. The Bibles are to be used by children in 
Ghana's schools, . 


% % * 


After the Episcopal church of Ste Matthew and St. Timothy in mid=-town New 
York was destroyed by fire, the congregation were warmly welcomed by Temple 
Rodeph Sholom when they attended Sunday Communion services in the Reform 
Jewish synagogue's auditorium, 


* * * 


The American Lutheran Church has authorised the starting of 62 new congrega~ 
tions in the USA. Estimated cost of the 1966 programme, including capital 
fund loans to the new congregations, is $8,033,000. 


* * * 
Giving by members of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in the USA 


and Canada topped $100 million for the first time in 1964-5. Membership 
remained almost unchanged at 1,927,380 in 8,162 congregations. 


* x x 
Spain's 41st Baptist chapel, serving a congregation of about 250, has been 


opened at Albacete. The entire Baptist community in Spain numbers about 
6,000. ; EPS, Genevas 


* * * 


, 
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Appendix 
THE CHURCHES AND VIBSTNAM 


Because of their importance, EPS is reproducing in full the texts of three 
documents concerning the war in Vietnam, and as an addendum, a cable sent 
by Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Churches! Commission on Inter- 
national Affairs, to President Lyndon Johnson. 


1. Report of the abeeie celts on Vietnam convened by the officers of the 
Fast Asia Christian Conference and the National Council of Churches of 
Christ. in. the USA:= 


At the invitation of the Hast iota Christian Conference (HACC) a Consultation 
concerned primarily with the problem of Vietnam was convened at Bangkok 1-4 
December, 1965. The participants numbering 18 comprised delegations from the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA(MCCC-USA) and from the 
BACC and included in a consultative capacity to both delegations the . irector 
of Commission of the Churches on International Affairs Galena) Aled: rae ye 
Frederick Nolde. — 


As churchmen from different backgrounds but tied together by our common faith, 
we are grateful for the enrichment, clarification, and renewal of.fellowship 
which this meeting has made possible, Over many months and years, we had 
been in touch with one another - whether by letter, exchange of documents, 

or in person — and so we were not unacquainted. 


“We were aware, and have become increasingly so, that each of us is deeply 
involved in his own particular background and that as a result, we in some 
instances hold different presuppositions which are fundamental to cur inter- 
pretation of facts in the contemporary world and our understanding of its 
problems. For example, important differences became apparent in the 
discussion of power and its responsible use. some felt that, in the absence. 
of international machinery effectively to counter activities’ from outside which © 
threaten the peace, order and security of ea country, the UsSe has a duty to 
respond to a request for assistance from an existing government; in holding 
this view they did not ignore the factor of national self-interest on the 
part of the U.S. nor the extent to which its actions may violate the general 
sense of justice and conflict with present conceptions of self—determination, 
and non—intervention. Others claimed that the people of Asia should be free 
to work out their own relationship, and destinies; they therefore held the 
‘view that the pursuit of present United States policy in Vietnam is an’ un- 

warranted act of intervention - a view which they also hold in so far as the 
Peoples Republic of China and the U.S.S.R. are involved. They do not ignore 
the danger of domestic conflict for international peace and security nor the 
need for international cooperation to oer the social and economic fabric 
of the developing: countries. 


We desire neither to overlook nor to over-emphasize the differences which 
appearede We had a frank and healthy exchange of views which at times 
resulted in a change of opinion, 


We give thanks to Almighty God for the ecumenical fellowship in which we not 
only experience our solidarity in the Christian faith but also find it possible 
to address ourselves together to critical world problems, and in this case 
particularly the problems of Vietnam. 
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We cannot and do not profess to speak for the churches and councils in whose 
names we have comée Nevertheless we feel bound to report on the discussions 
we have had. 


The people of Vietnam have the right of self-determination and this right 
ought to be recognized and observed, We all agreed that the military 
demarcation line set up at Geneva Conference on Indo-China in 1954 was 
designed as provisional and should not in any way be interpreted as con-~ 
stituting a political or territorial boundary, A difference appeared among 
us - not always consistently maintained — as to whether the right of self- 
determination applies solely to Vietnam as a whole or separately to south 
and north Vietnam, This difference lost some of its sharpness in our 
common understanding that the state of war in Vietnam makes the immediate 
exercise of the right of self-determination impossible. y var ey 


In the period when conditions for free choice are being established - and we 
are insistent in our view that such an interim period must be as short as 
possible » the manner in which the right of self-determination shall be 
exercised in the best interests of all the people of Vietnam may well come 

to light. Of this we are sure: free choice will not be possible until 
outside military forces are withdrawn and safeguards provided against undue 
coercion of any kind. Moreover, freedom of choice will be facilitated if 
during that period the international community contributes imaginatively e 
and generously ‘to the rehabilitation and economic development of all Vietnam. 


Since tragic suffering in Vietnam results from long standing injustices 

as well as military action, effort to relieve suffering must be accompanied 
by the search for viable political solutions, recognising that the cessation - 
of military action may facilitate the achievement of a political settlement. 
We do not here attempt to deal with these problems in full compass or in 
their technical aspects. However we have found ourselves in general agree 
ment on certain measures and, notwithstanding any differences among us on. 
details set them forth for consideration by Christians and by churches and 
councils and for their submission to governments and inter-governmental 
agencies as may seem desirable: 


1. Encourage all parties to take all possible initiatives and to use every 
opportunity to move action from the battlefield to the negotiating table. 


2. Urge that the U.S. and South Vietnam forces discontinue the bombing of 
North Vietnam with a view to removing a barrier and creating better conditions 
for negotiation. 


3. Urge that all contending parties use restraint in military operations so 
as (a) to avoid escalation of the conflict, (b) to encourage by evidence of 
good faith the move to the conference table, and (c) to limit suffering and 
loss of human life, / } | 


4. Advocate that the authorities in Hanoi and Saigon develop greater flexi-+ 
bility in their attitudes toward relationship between negotiation and with- 
_ drawal of troops. 


5+ Advocate that when an opportunity for discussion or negotiation appears 
all contending parties test the seriousness of others in the process of 
discussion or negotiation and not by advance judgment. 


6s Support the Sccretary General of the United Netions as he continues to 


explore at all levels the possibility of creating the conditions and opport— 
unities for the negotiating process. 


? 
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7s Encourage a. restudy of the Geneva Conference of 1954 with a view to 
‘finding a means of bringing together the interested parties in the present 
situation, 


8, Recognise the importance of Asian countries not directly involved in the 
conflict making available their good offices in seeking and facilitating the 
way to solutions. 


9. Press upon governments, esis ae voluntary agencies the urgency of 
increased steps to alleviate human suffering caused by the conflict. 


We acknowledge the inadequacy of what we have been able to do together, 
There are severe limits to our competence and to our ability to escape from 
the partialities derived from our respective backgrounds. 


We give thanks again for the unbreakable bonds that tie us to Jesus Christ 
our Lord, and therefore one another, We rejoice in the mutual enrichment 
and correction of frank discussions. And we are united in our deep con- 
viction that as followers of Jesus Christ we must continue always in words 
and works of reconciliation and justice however Ativle prospect of success 
the world appears to offer. 


We will pray for and with one another. We call on Christians everywhere to 
join us us in praying unceasingly for the suffering and struggling people of 
Vietnam, for our fellow Christians there and all those who join with them in 
the ministries of. compassion for the coming of peace to that nation, and for’ 
wisdom for all those leaders of the nations involved in the present conflict. 


While almost tempted to despair in face of injustice, suffering and frustration 
we know that Jesus Christ is Lord of history, that God is working out His 
purpose now, and that His will shall prevail. 


* * * 


2. Policy Statement on Vietnam adopted by the General Board of the National 


Council of Churches of Christ in the USA on December 3, 1965. The voting 
_ was: For, 93; against, 10; abstained, \6s- 


We confront with sorrow the profound and widespread war-suffering of the 
Vietnamese people both North and South and others who are involved in the 
conflict, including personnel in military and other forms of service, and 
families of our own and other nations. 


The issues in the war and possible solutions are very complex and there are 
sincere differences among us. 


some believe that the military effort should be continued and that unless the 
spread of communism by violent infiltration is checked by further military 
means, liberties of not only South Vietnam but of South Bast Asia are 
imperilleds In this view the war must go on until the military results bring 
‘the Vietcong and North Vietnamese to the conference table. 


Others believe thats A continuance of the fighting will not facilitate 
negotiations and will not serve the cause of peace or justice or freedom; it 
will mean a rising toll of death and sorrow for the Vietnamese people and 
increasing disillusionment and division on all sides; there is the grave 
possibility that a prolonged war will escalate further and spread, thus jeo- 
pardising all of mankind; the struggle, and especially the bombing of North 
Vietnam may delay progress in improved relations with the Soviet Union and in 
agreements for arms control and disarmament; within the United States we 

also see, as associated with all wars, de-personalisation of life and inorease 
in immorality. 


{ 
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We hold that within the spectrum of their concern Christians can and do 
espouse one or the other of these views or still other views and should not 
have their integrity or conscience faulted because they do. 


We note with approval that: 


1. The President of the United States on April 7, 1965, and on other dates 
since then has publicly committed the Administration to theprinciple of 
unconditional discussions leading to the negotiation of the cessation of 
hostilities. and a peace settlement, has expressed readiness to utilise 
mediation efforts by United Teoooke members, and especially by United Nations 
secretary General U Thant; ae that he has proposed a ‘billion dollar develop- 
ment fund for Southeast Asia 


2+ The United States armed forces have sought Hee avoid bombing the popula~ 
tion centres of North Vietnam. 


32 The Secretary General of the United Nations has indicated his readiness 
to use his good offices to bring about the cessation of hastilities. 


We believe that a solution of the problem in Vietnam can be essentiall7 
advanced only when action is moved from the battlefield to the conference 
table... We pray that this may be speedily accomplished. We would also 
remind our people that the application of the basic Christian ethic of love 
and reconciliation should be in-our minds and wills as we try to find 
solutions to this problem. We therefore recommend that the United States, 
in the interest of bringing peace and growing justice and freedom to the 
territories of Vietnam, should now consider the following suggestions: 


1. Continue to reaffirm and manifest its readiness for unconditional dis-— 
cussion and negotiation in such manner as will remove any uncertainty about 
official policy relations to the termination of military action. Such re- 
affirmation might be strategically expressed by the cessation of all bombing 
of North Vietnam for a sufficient period to create more favourable circun- 
stances for negotiations to begin and with a simultaneous effort to induce 
the North Vietnam government to. stop sending military personnel and material 
into South Vietnam. 


2. Adhere strictly to the policy of avoiding the bombing of centres of 
population of North Vietnam. 


3+ Seek to alleviate the desperate plight of the non-combatants in south 
Vietnam by increased efforts to prevent their becoming the victims of the 
NWostilities. 


4. Request the United Nations to begin negotiations wherever and whenever 
possible for a cease-fire agreement (including cessation of terrorist 
activities) under United Nations supervision, among the governments of the 
United States, North and South Vietnam and other interested parties, includ- 
ing representatives from the National Liberation Front; such negotiations 
are imperative and may be possible on the basis of the mutual ANverest of 
sparing the population further and frightful suffering. 


Request the United Nations, further, as soon as may be possible, to convene 

@ peace conference regarding Vietnam, with participation of all interested 
governments and with representation for the National Liberation Front to 
explore the bases of settlement of the long-term issues and the means to give 
such a settlement effective international guarantecse. 


: 
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5. Make clear that a primary objective of a settlement of the Vietnam con- 
flict is the independence of South Vietnam from outside interference, with 
complete liberty to determine the character of its future government by the 
result of a peaceful, free and verified choice of its people. The choices 
might includewhetherit wishes to establish a coalition of Nationalists and 
National. Liberation Front, or whether it wishes to be united with North 
Vietnam (perhaps through a plebiscite), or to operate as an independent, 
neutral and non-aligned state, or whether it wishes to constitute with 
Cambodia and Laos a buffer—zone between the communist and non-communist 
spheres of influence, freely trading with both, or whether it wishes to join 
the Southern Asia Treaty actual oat agit of the free states of Southeast Asia 
or elsewhere. 


6. Declare itself (the USA) in favour of the phased withdrawal of all its 
troops and bases from the Vietnamese territory, if and when they can be - 
replaced by adequate international peace-keeping forces, composed of military 
contingents capable of maintaining order while the peace settlement is. being 
carried outs 


ys Make available, through Gan eranny: in ‘fulfillment of the President's 
proposal, immediate reconstruction and long-r “ange economic, development funds 
for South-east Asia, including the several associated states of Indonesia + 
this aid to be made available preferably through an effective international 
organization in which the beneficiary governnents fully participate. In 
particular, the National Council of Churches requests that the United States 
government take further appropriate actions through necessary Congressional 
and Executive measures to enable the United States to join:.the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank and to subscribe its full quota of capital. 


In a world of revolution, rapid change and sharp conflict of a Aamir ak 
Christians have an opportunity and duty to be a reconciling and healing force 
between nations and peoples and races where possible. 


The churches and voluntary agencies in the United States should prepare to 
expand greatly their services to refugees and to those injured or affected 

by the war, and to play their full role in the gigantic task of reconstruction 
and reconciliation. 


The ‘General Board herewith endorses the Metowins recommendations of the 
Division of Christian Life and Mission adopted October 8, 1965, for action by 
the National Council of Churches, . 


1. To continue and increase major, high-level dialogue between Asia ane Uade. 
Christians in cooperation with the Hast Asia Christian Conference on the 
social, economic, and political questions affecting their respective countries. 


2. To place in the crisis area of Asia a representative possessing political 
expertise as well as Christian understanding, to serve as a United States 
Christian presence in the area and to interpret Asian points of view to the 
churches in the United States of America, 


3. To work directly and through the World Council of Churches on means for 
bringing about more meaningful and continuing relations with other churches: 
across lines of political and cultural conflict. Looking to the future, the 
rebuilding of the Vietnam area calls for goals and programmes big enough to 
enlist the support of all the people of Vietnam. The task of reconciliation 
and the maintenance of peace calls for statesmanship of the highest order on 
the part of both churches and governments. 


The General Board approves. addressing the following message to the churches. 
¥ % * ee 
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3, Message to the Churches adopted by the General Board of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA on December 3, 1965. 


Dear Fellow Christians: 


‘We address this message to you at this time because of our deep concern that 
Christians in the United States are failing thus far to make their specific 
contribution to the maintenance of peace in the world, having been almost 
silent while our nation's involvement in Vietnam increases step by step. 


Many voices are being heards That of the Administration, justifying each 
step of escalation as a rational and logical necessity of our long-time 
policy of the containment of Communism; radical voices in the university 
community and elsewhere calling for withdrawal from Southeast Asia and even 
sometimes for a victory for the Vietcong and North Vietnam; radically 
conservative and militaristic voices pressing the government to unleash our 
bombers with their overwhelming power to blast Hanoi and even the Peoples 
Republic of China if necessary, their appeal becoming more palatable with the 
release of each casualty list of young Americans. 


More and more the mass media begin to reflect a psychology of inevitable war, 
so that every criticism of United States policy from any quarter is made to 
sound like treason on the grounds that it gives aid and comfort to the enemy. 


The reason Christians have a specific responsibility to speak and to criticise 
is that they have a loyalty to God which must transcend every other loyalty, 
and they belong to one family with all other Christians on all six continents, 
At the same time they seek to be loyal citizens of their nation. 


We of the General Board support the Government and Administration especially 
in the following aspects of its policy in Vietnam: 


1. So far it has been a restrained policy even though great pressure has had 
to be resisted against the escalation into an all out war. 


2, We believe in the integrity of the Administration as it has expressed 
publicly its willingness to negotiate unconditionally to find peace in 
Vietnam. 


3-6 We support its willingness to give major leadership in financing with 
other nations massive economic and social: development: for all. the peoples in 
the Mekong Valley, whether friendly or hostile to us today. 


We have just passed a new policy statement on Vietnam which we believe deals 
intelligently and in Christian understanding with the complex issues which 
face our nation there. We have commended this to you for study, but we must 
do more. 


As Christian members of a world-wide Christian family we must remind ourselves 
and our government of these convictions: 


1. We believe that war in this nuclear age settles hardly anything and may 
destroy everything, 


2. We believe that unilateral action by the United States in Southeast Asia’ 
will not lead to peace. We must seek with new determination to unite our’ 
efforts through the United Nations and its concerned members, 


Ze We believe that if the United States follows e unilateral policy in 
Vietnam, no conceivable victory there can compensate for the distrust end 
hatred of the eoaen States that is Pee generated each day throughout much 
of the world because we are -seen as a predominantly white nation using our 
overwhelming dgadueee strength to ya more and more Asians. 
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4. We believe that the loss of life and the indescribable sufferings of the 
Civilian population of Vietnam over a period of more than 20 years of conflict 
and the increasing number of casualties in the Armed Forces together with the 
suffering accompanying this increasing loss of life should be such a matter 

of Christian conscience and concern that church members should give strong 
support to efforts to care for the people involved and to end the war as 
quickly as possible. 


In view of these convictions we call upon Christians in the United States to 
do three things: ; 


le The first thing we must do, and perhaps the most difficult and most 
important, is to maintain our spiritual and ethical sensitivity and keep 
before us our awareness of the imperatives of the Christian gospel. In 
wartime this is often the first casualty. These imperatives we all know, 
for they are clearly written in the New Testament. "Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute youee.lf your enemy is hungry, feed hin...And 
he made from one every nation of men to live on all the face of the earth... 
Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your 
minde..-Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." 


2.. let peacemaking be the priority of our Christian witness so that we may be 
truly children of God in these difficult times. 


3 Support the efforts of the National Council of Churches in an approach 
to the World Council of Ghurches and Pope Paul VI in a common attempt to 
mobilise the world-wide Christian community in support of a just alternative 
tO ware 


The General Board of the National. Council of Churches adopts the above message 
and directs. that it be made widely available to the members of all of our 
constituent churches, 


It further directs the officers of the National Council of Churches to take 
the initiative in seeking through the World Council of Churches in cooperation 
with the Roman Catholic Church to mobilise the world-wide Christian community 
to develop and support a just alternative to war. 


x * * 
4. Cable sent by Dr. OQ. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, to President Lyndon Johnson on December 10, 


1965:- 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, chairman of our Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, an agency of the World Council of Churches, joins me in expressing 
appreciation of the resolve you re-affirmed yesterday to exhaust every 


prospect for peace in Vietnan. Having at our disposal only information 
publicly available about Christmas cease-fire offer we urge every effort to 
exploit its possibilities. Should the cease-fire succeed we pray it may lead 


directly on to a cessation of bombing of North Vietnam and of military in— 
filtration from north to south in order to remove barriers to, and create 
better climate for, negotiation. 


* * * 


EPS, Geneva. 


INDEX 


OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
JULY - DECEMBER, 1965 | 


In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the 
index provides a cross-reference in two categories. 


These ares I - geographical and organizational: and 
II - substance, 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and 
stories are listed in chronological order according to the number of the 
issue in which each appeared. In some instances stories are listed under 
more than one of the sub-divisions of each category. "In Brief" items 
are not listed. : 


CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents 

Countries 

Ecumenical and international Christian bodies 
World confessional bodies 

World Council of Churches 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 


Roman Catholic Church ~ 


CATEGORY II: Substance 
Anti-Semitism 
Atheism 
Brotherhoods and communities 
Christian unity and ecumenical attitudes (see ion etl oan Cornea | II) 
Church buildings and architecture 
Churchstate relations (see also Religious liberty) 
Church union | : 
Confessional and denominational life and structure 
Confessionalism 
Conscientious objectors 
Education (general, Christian) 
Ethics (personal, professional, social) 
Evangelism 


Family planning 
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Festivals 7 

Information (press, broadcasting, film, and photography) 
Inter-church aid (see also Refugees) 

Inter-church contacts, exchanges and relations 
Inter-confessional relations, contacts and exchanges 
Inter-faith relations 

International affairs 

Laity 

Literature 

Liturgy and forms of worship 

Ministry 

Missions (home and foreign)..° . 

Mixed marriages: 

National independence and building 

Non-Christian religions 

Nuclear energy and weapons 

Orthodox Churches 

Personal liberty 

Personalities (appointments, distinctions, obituaries, etc.) 
Proselytism 

Publications 

Race relations 

Refugees and migrants (see also Inter-church aid) 
Religious liberty (see also Church-state relations) 
Repentance actions and reconciliation 

Sacraments 

Social, economic, and political problems and Christian action 
Social service (e.g. CCSA) 

Statistics 

Syncretism 

Theology (in general and items not covered elsewhere) 
Vatican Council II (see also Roman Catholic Church) 
Women and children 


Youth and students 


q mo) 5 » 2 
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CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents. 


AFRICA 


African broadcasting consultation urges expanded 
COMME CUELONG LaCn ht ULGH ; 6's) .6° 6 8 se. #8 eee 
Report on evangelism in West Africa .« 4 « «© « « « « « 
WCC Executive Committee in session in Geneva « » « « « 
Guidelines for African Christian youth . « » »« « « « « 
Accelerated lay training programmes seen required for 
AER UORM OO PONGR ate ie Get eh ete eel ee ee ee 8S 
Ecumenical concern marks RC Africa education meetings 


African church conference headquarters moved to Nairobi 


‘All-Africa Lutheran body proposed . «+6 + « © « « « e 
YMCA conpeEn for. indigenous African movement « « « « « 


ASTA. 


Asian students discuss continent's unity et Aaa PO rs 
International: youth service corps recommended by Asian 
th ee sa ane ad eet Ce ee, So MOU rt Sette Rie gt 
' Dr.’ Niles discusses Kashmir problem . « « + « + «© « « 


EUROPE 


. East, “West Seine study bases for world peace ee ie 


Study. asked of plans for million dollar Protestant radio 


station. BrAM xq de fee cane Sct ye Cheat Wine Se Sa Me me SE TC ih A et Se a 
European Churches! Conference now has 76 members annK2e 
COE br. Grit set cat weiner Sta live praia Rt wb ete ee me) eee 


Mennonites report on study of Eastern European churches 


Eoumenical help: forthe’ poor . 6 2 s+ +» « » « =e « @ @ 
European committee formed on Church and Jewish people 
Old Catholics sign full communion agreement with three 

CORUTONGE watisie'e oatate tate GMiD es te cetile hese, a, halts hws (a Sis We) ie 


European churches plan new studies of migrant workers! | 


! problems e s . e. ° iJ ° Ld * e ° 5 oJ ° * e ° 7 @ e s e 
Warning against disintegration of FBuropean community . 


LATIN AMERICA 


Latin American Lutherans to form areaawide: council »« .. 
Missionaries in Latin America criticised for unreserved 
‘ support Bibi USA policy eee ee es See Tey es echo, fe Awe e les Se 


New ‘ecumenical awareness seen in Latin American churches 


New Methodist church in Caribbean, Americas « « » « « e 


Provisional commission for unity, formed in Latin America 


Latin American prelate urges social reform, independence 


MIDDLE EAST 


“Relics: to be restored to Orthodox church... . e+... 


Arab. support of declaration On ‘the Jews '.% <a ewan 6 


NEAR EAST 


Religious liherty in Muslim countries studied . . «se - 
Islam subject of summer course in Jerusalem « 6 «+ « - 


Moslem woman may not marry Communist, says Islamic 
authority OE he PO Tore SRA eae weet fae ete ome I ee eo oe PO, Se YO oe ae ae 
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Countries 


ALBANTA 
Report on ‘church services in’ Albania. eviees odes s eee a a nas 


ALGERTA 
Churches! aid work in Algeria complete successful three years . lg 


COSA planted 20,600,000 trees in Algeria . 2... se wa acc 41 


ARGENTINA Ea 
Argentinian RC, clergy discuss updating of churah ws) Soe stewie 52 


AUSTRALIA ils 
Sydney transit hostel for refugee families ..... * 0 « 024-25 
Churchmen criticise Australia for "escalation" Of; CONTAC tages Ob 
Clergymen's committee speeds up drive for PEACE Pith wie! eee OF 
Australian Anglican move to enter UNLtY Giscwestons 1 jee ° 29-30 
Study of Orthodox immigrants in Australia ....... vite 6 
Australian: churches pool efforts for new COMMUNWLY talent eens pea 
Australian churches plan E250 000 for world negd sec stue e 49 
UELCA approves Australian Lutheran union document ..... » AO 
Australian Anglicans chided for union AGLI Gude pw! S.-i vel eie 42 
Australian council launches Major church-life programme ..,. 43 
Role of bishops controversial in Australian wnion scheme .« . . 44 

AUSTRIA : 
Evangelical bishop rejects RC proposal for patriarchate . «29-30 
Don't weaken statement on Jews RO, Woiter asker la. tetre need 50 
Protestants, Roman Catholics.in Austria consider talks guy soy) 31 
Austrian church denounces anti-Semitism ......+.«- o « « 42 
New epoch seen beginning in Austrian inter-church relations . 42 


BASUTOLAND 
Gbristian. council formed In’ Basntolend yA ewe vial, Su ouueae ay 
BRAT Ocoee , 
Brazil becomes 19th autonomous AST Cary (COUGtO Wark s Piguet oa ety tee 
German-language Baptis% churches jin Brazil reported active < . 28 
New lay order for Brazilian Method vate soe Gn Me al lon eee »” 28 
Contract signed in Brazil for vast new litersey projects 2s. 32 
Brazilian R.C. hierarchy outline five-year "renewal" plan 5 55 


BULGARIA 
Bulgarian Byzantine Rite R.C!s will use Orthodox Bible « « « » 34° : 
BURMA | NS | 
Burma gives aasurance no take-over of SCMINGDL ES 6 ve ce Ne ary Ode ob 
Five mission hospitals nationalised DY Buy” yt ee RS Pkt. ae ee eae | 
Burmese Baptists to mark centenary of convention + 6 6 es » « 35 
Autonomy: fori Burne Methodakts: “fig a en ie an Wa ee ee er cee, 


CAMEROON: 
Two Swiss missionaries Nurdened “IMC sier Og tin dai vete aki) Melee eliotn et 
Arrests in murders of Swiss missionaries in Cameroon . «+... 36 
Four sentenced to death in Swiss missionaries! murder ..... 40 
The -churches of-Cameroon are WOtRENS Lom Anadis veel. yet ks oe A4 


CANADA 
Canadian Lutherans outline principles for child-adéption ... 27 
Citizenship oath sontrovera yw nUan ada!) Veet ayes ee ‘rn eee 
Canadian Anglicans approve proposal for union with United 
GP DREOR pos 8s con 9 le. 4 abl da Macarel tae ce nae 
ReC. schools seen making positive contribution to ecumenism aie P 
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CEYLON 
Ceylon's edycators and church leaders protest against 
SU Ueto ee eee Leah Lye ete wr Lehi e Ue he. Up aCe wel tale nate Jel 
Ceylon will work on sunday eae ay Sok a nea Uva Ole Sn Wee aa Be? Wane Yon aay ten 
Ceylon cardingl .concerned for future work of missionaries 
Church union in Ceylon seen possible by end of 1968 ... 


Ceylon will not return seized church schools, minister says 


CHILE ; 
Uinvokee Minar a oro wr leorlood ViLCbingd 65 ¢ %e'6 wel ok 
Catholic, Pentecostal cooperation in Chilean literacy 

PE Oe rene ee ARG denne ial esa a fel erate eta lal ess imi elle ble ne 


CHINA ew Mee kets, ; 
China membership in United Nations urged... .«+«+s 6 e 
USA Methodist board urges U.N. seat for China .. e+e e 


COLOMBIA Nod Retr ancs  al 
Ecumenical attendance at Colombia ordination ......-. 


' CONGO 


Methodist 1 mission team. ‘aesiened to. pared Seong Revenant es i omnes Ne 
Reactions to school nationalisation. in Congo/Brazzaville . 


CUBA - 


Cuban Presb¥terians seek GOnVersatlon. -s 6. eh 6. 6 «eb te . 


Number'of ministerial candidates’ reported on risé in Cuba, 

despite difficulties Ps e es 2 ® ° 2 s ° e e s e e s ° a * 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Czech SSrvevtes MaTiCciiis sar eye OM Sale te Wateh ule ue a vege 


Criticism of Czech journal for publication of religious 
material ON Pete Oe he Lee eae OES LAS we eae ee hue aire Leute NcmE ST el eos te te, 


DENMARK : 
Danish churches campaign to save surplus port for overseas 
needy ° o ° 2 e a 2 ° e e e e s * 2 e s e e s » s ® e » 


Churches win eal es HO BOOU Lee elt tis: DOP Niel, aa ilece tie ny 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 


pees 
ay vig 
oe oD 
» + 33 

« 34 
«29-30 
ABE ar fi! 


e «@ 46 
eee OG 


en abe 


vie! 39 
Pe ae 


een ap 


eo ey, 


Sy Yon ara 6 


Ya 40 


oa. ey 
. 6 ah 


Methodist missionaries een oie: USA Dominican Republic policy. 23 
WCC Executive Committee in session in Geneva (specic ae roport). 26 


ECUADOR ' 
NeW weed Toner oh. TF Ornee kag MOM ator syle alate. bel eo hoe wa 
Tribesmen who slew missionaries converted to Christianity 


ETHIOPIA 
Emperor Haile vaca veers _visits Ecumenical . nets PR Re gs WS? 


FINLAND 
Finnish free churches ask for revision of government 
regulations BOT eee NB See ee ee ees Ct mi nigin ig Poe's Neule wir) ah ee el" ew 


FRANCE 
French military "exemptees" teach in mission schools ... 
Taizé ‘community WiLL merk \ Poth anniversary va iwi ear e ele 
French priests asked to support Vatican Council decisions 
Working priest movement in France approved by Vatican .. 
Leaders from young churches report to Paris mission ... 


» 29-30" 
© 29-30 


Sea ee 


BPS Index /July ~ December, 1965 6 


GERMANY 

German churches raise funds for Bible distribution . 1... » 23 
l2th German Kirchentag opens in Cologne... . eae here esgialy ie Gey, 
New foundation in Germany for New Testament study .....«.s 28 
"Bread for ‘the ,Wonld" nowsaiding i 58? progdate i hs fo de oe oS 
German Protestant leaders denounce anti-Semitism ..... 0 29=30 
Protestant seminary enrollment increases in Fast Germany . «29-30 
German Protestants, Roman Catholics hold first joint 

CONTOETENC Ge ily le. let et nni le Ma igri rangle gene Mian Cnet a mene Reais gn tetera gam 36 
Church) oniticiads "book burniage by) volutes sty mene riete ae ne ee 46 
German church asks new approach to Oder-Neisse GUE SU ONT wig md vei y 
EKID conecrned about breakdown in frontier pass negotiations . 37 
WCC leader praises German church statement .......e eye ee 
German, Japanese churches seek closer ties ..,. ere ee a ee OS 
Churches criticise ruling of West German court . «se 6 e « 39 
Church officials protest against court ruling on school 

PLBHOT S Fell Sena Cue als alata Sal Wem Manne el eupienl ak viata sui cos CMBuai BEL 
German, U.S. churches cooperate in providing eye care in 

BLSOrr a LOWE sesh er oni’ es mat cae ee tat de Me mMeL cea Nia ele tea aa = ean want Pai in yey tb 
Cardinal Bea unhappy. abowt Bus! contrevensys «1s sacs ue « Al 
Munich youth pollireveals anti~Semitasmi is) © ue ah eee oe eat Ae 
Report on church~state relations in East Germany cayita sipiate a emcee 
DDR churches protest against plans to liberalise abortion 

cdi May MR UOT Boke WE SOK Tig ie Lor NE Tr igs ve OH NPM RM cea RGA! ph dh Os CLIN 
Fear of "ghettos" for Moslem workers in GOTTA II are 7 Oe lek coy ach aan 42 
West German churchmen urge support of peace efforts i: ... 43 
German Baptists reiterate opposition to World Council ....; 43 
Hast German Catholics open. church to Protestant parish s “<6 43 
Niemoeller unable to obtain South African visa... eal er dks sar? Spee wt eh a 


GHANA 
500,000 Bibles ordered by Ghana government » «6 6s * » 26 2 29=50 
Ghana Baptists plan nation-wide evangelism see we) wa. 229-30 


GREECE 
New tensions in Greek church-state clash . RU a nee Fe eo or ee Ge Me 
Greek church reform bill studied by Orthodox, group (aM so we iw sees 
Greek bishops petition FOU OS al mee woe cba ila Weg) Ue) aig era aires hy Tiere Se 44 
Greek Orthodox to consider withdrawal of ancient anathemas . . 45 


GUATEMALA . 

R.C's unhappy with new Guatemala constitution Sune SMe Hee Wr La wae a ie 
GUIANA (British) 

British Guiana Catholic weekly sees defects in proposed 

constitution ® 2 > a * » * * s « 2 e ° s ° ° e e e » a + ° i] 49 

HUNGARY 

Hungarian bishop comments on dialogue with Rome igo y faye OF 

Church-state relations discussed by Hungarian Reformed leader. by. 
HONDURAS 

Church project aids needy in Honduras eae Male eae % ae ow Ye iss 26 


‘ 
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INDIA 


Indian 


Indian leaders plan new courses for church schools » « « « « 
consultation studies factionalism « « »« » « « © » » » 
Indian young women study "youth and SUGHOLL DS sie) lakes, bee 
Aid to Indianwflood survivors “sje eo 06 es 0.'¢ (# © 6 0 #08 
U.S. missionaries to. remain in Pakistan and India . « « « « 
Indian churches!. statement on war with Pakistan .« « « »« « « 
WCC asks. $25,000 to aid civilian victims of India, Pakistan 
WAL Tiie gtiig! pa epee er tetra Ne im own Breer ee yO ie Seu ees ies WSO, 8 Mes, w 
India and Pakistan requisition Christian hospitals to aid 
WOU CEM wee LW vi we Aide kw ee Ve elias ei a River ml eates lene 
Bengal . Refugee Service closes; work is transferred » « « » 
Stop relying on overseas aid, Indian official tells churches 
Indian NCC asks aid for civilian war victims « »« » « » «© « « 
wec seeks $500,000 for India-Pakistan civilian war victims . 
Seven denomination union endorsed by north India church .. 
Interdenominational dialogue with Muslims in India »« - « « « 
Indian Christians ask for fair judgement in Pakistan dispute 


es ¢ ¢ 
NM 
ON 


INDONESIA 
Report, on life of churches in Indonesia .« « 6 « » + » © » 
Indonesian leader defends "control" of missionaries « « » 
Indonesian Christians mourn national crisis . 
“80,000° attend service to’ open Indonesian SCM conference . 
Council of churches appeals to Indonesian Christians + « « 


ISRAEL 
‘Israel cabinet approves Sabbath law . « « « « © e e «© « ® 
Extremists attack home of Christian Jew in Israel « « « « 
Cessation of persecution in Israeli townS . « » » se «© e 


ITALY 


Roman Catholic tribute to Waldensians + « « « « s+ «¢ « : 


Waldensians critical of concordat article on former ReCe 
priests PUTT eerie PB ea ab ye a SM RM Seaver nn NG A IB a as ee NO a 

New joint translations of Bible underway in Spanish, 

ST McLee Tite eng te aes Man U NERNEY Wa" ar ikg hw! eh lg ey iw: hen, wifeh mle heey ial! Wyo 

Extension of dialogue urged by Italian Waldensian leader . 

Italian Baptists name committee to study union « «+ « « « 


New Gommunist attitude towards R.C's reported in Spain, Italye 39 


JAMAICA 


Presbyterians, ,Congregationalists in Jamaica will unite on 


December 18 . e e ” ° e e ° e s e e e ® e e e . e e e s e 


JAPAN . 
Japan rally protests against nuclear testing by China .« . 


¥24-25 


Japanese peace team discusses Vietnam with American churchmen. 28 


Japanese group 'disappointed! after U.S. peace mission « .» 
Korean Christians ask Japanese to repent « « « « « « «© « « 
Japanese leader asks forgiveness for his country's actions 
New U.S. ‘inmigration law hailed in Japan -« » « « « «© «© « » 
Japanese ‘churches urged to send more missionaries abroad . 
Germany Japanese churches seek closer ties . + « «+ + « « 
Japanese Christians plan institute for medical workers 
OVERS OS eh te le Vere OU Sh Le a ER wy RO a we Re RG) eee 


- » 33 
PRL Uli 
rho38 
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KENYA | 
Kenya leaders study issues of nationalisation ..... Vie ye ey 
Konya Christpans hold Pires th wesmine el a”, vay kre men ce vod 
Kenyen whites: praise African (majority: 2ulo ass, <. alice be ol, 42 


» OWS ships ard er Seoul: 2 lood wa oni meses gee ne were te cane 27 
South Korea closes PROTORTEAN tT) RLV OR SE by Oey sg tse ei ued Ie Rae: 
Anti-West propaganda in fake scriptures in Korea koe wo. oe yu Ay 
Korean: Christians ask Japanese: to LOPS UP igh elites ately rte! Geiehte SF 
Korea permits re-opening of Christian Und versity ete eee “abia OS 
Japanese leader asks: forgiveness for his country's actions « s 35 
Korean government orders resignation of seminary professor .,. eye 


LIBERIA 

Liberia mourns missionary Da Shope ace (cite tra ise ene bei terest) a en 39 
MADAGASCAR 

Malagasy Christians take up Bible Society work ....e..« pe 26 
MALAYSIA | 


Singapore prime minister warns against newspaper attacks . .. 35 
Plans for council seen unaffected by ‘split of Mala ysis aso 48 
NEPAL 
Nepal pastor freed after four years ..., Hee ee ee eben o > 
NETHERLANDS - 
Missionary council proposes Dutch churches ask Asian mission 
ie aid Fie ek © he BGS yO Mlb ga Ware CML Oy Oe amin Aleem Ten wy AO edule aN i cite Pete at a eee Rae 229-30 
EKID to build ecumenical centre in Holland as "repentance 
BO EROWN sar dedi: eels igo aves lee ine eras ge Nae Oe areca at 
Churches aid secures Dutch support for Zambian schools . ... 41 


NEW ZEALAND 
Maoris urged to greet "white only" sports team ....s... PARAL.) 
New 4ealand churches advance UBLOM NEGO PPaw Ona (ih te deca wees OL 
Maori youth waiting for the ‘pabehat Gorda Len agp dn ein go ieee 34 
N.Z. Presbyterians endorse 'union! statement of faith «... 44 


NIGERIA » : 
Nigerian Methodist leader rejects request to halt union plans. 32 
fnauguration act postponed for Nigerian United Church ... . 43 


NORWAY 
Need for church reform to be ‘studied ini Norway ow Sy wreiies se! Sake 43 


PACIFIC OCEAN ARRA 
Melanesia church protests against proposed French nuclear 
test 2) EIEN! PSS ORIEL OSD) OT Gu ROME eta anew OU ge amir gh ea Sen e ace ae aan OE eee ne 28 


PAKISTAN | 7 yo 
Churches give $100,000 to build homes for East Pakistan 
OS Ons. w ig time: ) ees uae nines Pana et Oey Pale eure} oe ne 
Pakistani leader upholds rights of missionaries . 40a de, Share o 
UeS. missionaries to remain in Pakistan and: Ind deue/eiie’ ai sande rte 150 
Churches contribute $119,009 for new houses for Pakistan 
flood survivors PIAS Ue OO pen heim ee ed he EL Let ciate tere o/e th Gites aie Rate iene ek ies ates s « 5 
WCC asks $25,000 to aid civilian victims of India, Pakistan 
war . a @ > e 2 a e ® ° o e ° s ° 9 ° 2 ° * ° e . ° . se e ° 35 ‘ 
India and Pakistan requisition Christian hospitals to aid 
wounded Reeth oi Me RY OWE CY et Sits PE a > eg i 34 
WCC seeks $500,000 for India-Pakistan civilian war ViCtIne t.. 36u 
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PHILIPPINES 


Old Catholics sign full communion agreement with three 

‘ churche s bb © 52] 2 e ° 5 o @ ° ° s & « o 6 ° ° e J ° e e * ° 
POLAND | — ak 

Polish writer claims 'emancipation! from, not Thostility’ tO 

churches Coe Mates Sy A ER ela UWP os i at ee Cd Be ee ah er Si 

New concessions Or POL) Rete AUC one hacen ace me) wel eT 'e 

Polish Baptist leaders take loyalty oath . 1 > « « « se 
PORTUGAL - 


_ Portuguese dele are ee amrtsh fox dialogue with Roman 


Catholics 9 a a s a ° © ° e e ° G ©. a . © * ° e ) ) ° e ° 


Old Catholics sign full communion agreement with three 


churches: we et Sed Uae Caen rie ¢ o °¢ e ry OF ba ° ° e ot al ee 
‘Portuguese Catholics assail government policies . + + +s - 


Nine priests from Angola are detained in Portugal « 6 « « «| 


RHODESIA ~ 


Direct action against Rhodesia may be necessary, journal says. 36 


British churches! officials warn against Rhodesian unilateral 
independence Re ee eat Ae re Ck tie igh SBN tel ee lime ews ey we enw 

Church leaders oppose unilateral independence in Rhodesia . 

Special reports Rhodesian churches! statement on national 


problems on * » ie? _: OSC Rae let varia seiner ak era ek ee Toe wie wel 


* 7 * es e 


British churches! statement on Rhodesia «- « « « « 
Document: British churches! statement on Rhodesia » ... . 
Controversy over Archbishop's statement ...-. -» 
Rhodesia reported to forbid publication of church report aoa 
Special report: Christian right to disobey Smith. government 
WOE LADY MACUSER eT CDA ONOD i Nel re c wa we wow we) fe weve eau 
Rhodesia. now. reported to. permit publication of. church report 
Rhodesia. reported virtually a "police state"... « « « « « ee 
Rhodesian Christian Council rejects Smith government »« . « « 
Methodists. ask. for. quick. British. action to. restore. order in 


® ° 7 e « 


Rhode sia o e c 3 a 6 c+) > Q c e 2 4 s a ° c s e a s 6 e@ ° 
More. church voices. condemn Rhodesia. regime -« »« »© o« #« « « « » 
RUMANTA’ | | 


Rumanian draft Constitution guarantees freedom of conscience 
Good church-state relations reported in Rumania « »« « « « » 


Hheport Of UWF ViStiore vO THUMaAn Ta Gt ee le bw hee ee elie! 


SIERRA LEONE 
German, U.S. churches cooperate in providing eye care in 
Sierra Leone ° > = 2 e e ° e ° ° ° ° e ° e a J e e . e * . 


SINGAPORE. 
Singapore Prime Minister warns against newspaper Si as oan 
Plans for council seen unaffected by split of MeL ey ese Niey visor 


SOUTH" AFRICA 


South African theologian admonishes WSCF .... Wray 24-25 


Trade boycott seen ineffective in changing South African 
May ecg Cb Lee SE IG SIs ale dak ge uae ese tel a) elmer ae Te gl hk De 

"Confessing church" seen needed to combat South African © 
APA re ae er at a ee) me Hal) Woke he Nise es) yaya lel\ eh ee 


Bishops asks inquiry of South African prison conditions . .29-40 
School board resigns in protest against Naude - .« » «'« « e29=—30 


Campaign against South African institute « . «6 6 6 « « es 
USA Methodists ask Neffective opposition" to South African 
apartheid ne a CMe CL ger he Nea eg chen lagna “ghar A ies Mi lb i aPD o, aR Oh Wa km Om 
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SOUTH AFRICA (continued) 
south African Anglicans, Presbyterians prepare covenant as 
Sven Howards Une On’ “est eimelie Uno semis pt apt etitg rae Ne wr mapa ver ene iL rere 54 
Johannesburg Times denounces McCarthy-like hunt against 
institute FR RE OO UR eee Re ey OO ne. alt @. see Miele Bie Oe oe Kee nineteen et ecu bie, 
south African churchmen sue journal for "defamation, +e ela) alk 36 
Southern African Presbyterians approve draft covenant « « « »« » 36 
South African journal fears church members "forgetting 
history" Ga Be eer ely, ke ele ena hes Sel ew ee te mune, hele ke ae 
Church statements on race used in international court . .« 
south African church. criticises migrant. labour system ws (e's) «59 
Church may be last line against South African apartheid . » « « 39 
Criticism of ‘attitudes by South African churchmen’. « s « « « + 40 
Conservatives named to Cape Province church leadership « « « « 40 
African Anglican gives up hope of sending children to church 
SODOO Ta ia a va cote aM al ie’) wee Meta a's 4a ove al eeu eit ame iba Da ee at ea Tt 
south African church journal: denounces ‘apartheid . ... «+s e « 41 
South African Methodists set up committee to study union .« « .e ral 
Campaign against southern African Christian Institute 
denounced TS ee ee ee eA ee ee bat ee ay Baan MN Che etna) Mint wHe ene yor Wek Wn ee My tae 42 
Appendix: Open letter to ministers of the Dutch Reformed 
Church ee are, a iis a cen lerre al sim mili we pe ieee hy lstae ie On gulen leg EtG aman 
Synod urges no race bars in South African Anglican schools . +s 43 
Niemoeller unable to obtain Senth African vical ewe ee eels 44 


SPAIN - 
Prelate sees limitation of religious liberty in Catholic Spaine 26 
Spanish Catholic group will visit Orthodox leaders ....«. « 28 
New joint translations of Bible underway in Spanish, 

Bc Oe ss ce Ce as SPO EN INU HR nde aR PSI Re URUK oy weit Ain PEE ID «ah © 29~30 
Spanish bishop permits :ndn-—Catholic services. sis stile bw * a4 53 
Old: Catholics sign full communion agreement with three 

CHUPGHe Br; eka Make w gi riers wbertgite wt ann bako es one, Rey aU: ceva ce meee Alenia as 34 
Spanish- Protestants concerned about religious liberty outlook a OT 
Spanish. Baptists hold evangelism campaien ws +e) +a ele «ene 58 
Spanish; bishops “unsemuiraly Perorm me nal oe ee ean eee 48 
New Communist attitude towards R.C's reported in Spain, Italy s 39 
Madrid English-language congregation to have church building .. 40 
First na .tion-wide Baptist iomasad cic in pppatnds yl iane var weiss ounce” 
Spanish bishop comments on religious liberty declaration pan eee 


SUDAN 5 
Anglican leaders protests against persecution in “south Sudan e« 28 
Pope appeals for PCACGR IN! SUCaN ial weal ae oper eile tell ey hens eels Comoe 
Anglican, ReC. leaders issue joint appeal for Sudan 5 ste « #29—50 
Sudan threatens to expel missionaries from the north . :. ee De 
Church journal demands OAU action in PULL SY. Pal? > gti a Mes g Oar wg eh ogi rik 
Only ten R.C. priests left in southern SUC attache ay Mea ya R RMR a RI 
Special report: New reports document violence in Sudan... . 36 


SWEDEN 


swedish Baptists seek reunion o Ew Sete tla vas ents : My Se een Teo ee ye 23 
Swedish high churchman “proposes ihew position (ae Naru oe ace cn Al 
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SWITZERLAND 


Swiss pastors warn against Jehovah's Witnesses « e« « « « « e24-25 
R.C!s.will have voice. in Swiss canton vote on national, 

free church union -« « «+ + «+ + Chere Comite a) faa we mt ass ood 
Swiss hierarchy emphasises Mary's role in unity «+ + ++ + » pie 
Swede Ghironeas etd LO, NMECOY (lis asopatiedvh, 2: @ yam eee a 8 eS ee 54 
Voters in Swiss canton approve church union « + « «+ «© «# e « » 55 
Revision of Swiss constitution asked to remove discriminatory 

MOssUroe Sei Net hal S ietiah oy, Wine ome ae el hee a eg 8 39 
Protestants address R.Cs mission body «+ « « 8 «© «\s a 8 » « » 40 
Geneva church asks solution to problem of Swiss "C.O's" « « « 42 
Swiss. church advises on Week of Prayer AGEL LCLOR . <). sie, biel eige 


TAIWAN 


Taiwan churches plan joint action for mission .« + + + + «+ + » Al 


TANZANIA 


African leader lauds role of churches in continent's 
Swe Me Mie TE Mien eh nies Seri Ati, so Rw cle dm Lieh Tee Sihiee m os 8. Lee 26 
Tanzanian leader suggests "federation" rather than union « « + 34 


TRINIDAD 


Trinidad churches fight pending education bill . « . « - 0 + + 57 


TURKEY 


U. 


Turkish court rules against Ecumenical Patriarchate ..« +. + 36 


A. Re 
Nasser asks cooperation of Muslims and Christians .« + « « « « | 


UGANDA 


Uganda church asks U.N. aid for Rwanda refugees .. + 2 « « © « 27 
Anglican leaders protests against persecution in south Sudan .« 28 
Joint Anglican, Re Ue chapel in Uganda Me a sO Nate Cee Se le aw . 39 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Queen, churchmen observe Salvation Army centenary « + + « » « yo, 
R.C. Church may permit converts from Anglican clergy to be 

SEEE Tol se SPOR ay Geter Habis cr Ma SAR ere TR ase WEA fir LCL Gi Chir ONO Ye aE ea C7 
British Methodists back union plans with Anglicans »« « « « «24-25 
British Methodists endorse union talks with U.S. church «+. « 26 
Methodist group opposes union with Anglicans « « « + » © «© « « ah 
British group asksall faiths intervention in Vietnam crisis +. 28 
R.C. priest leads prayers in Westminater Abbey « « « « « »« «29-30 
Welsh United Church proposal involves four denominations « 29-30 
Reformed leader's analysis of Vatican Council « «+. e-« « 629~30 
Methodist dissenters in U.K. will state their case « « » « « e 31 
Sociologist warns of apartheid in British churches -« « « « 6 « 32 
Newspaper poll shows Vatican Council impact on reaching 

parishes eel et eet vette lies) 6 ua sehen eC e: itw eae: Be Oe ee a a Vet oF viene ae 
British R.C. doctors response to poll on birth control »« « « « 33 
Archbishop of Canterbury’asks new R.C. rulings on mixed 

WEP APS Seeger Fe eh aie e RC ey ete ee Tian atlCwe REN acetal eh er @ wien 9 
New Gommunist view on religion reported «. « « » + s+ « « « « © 34 
Dissident British Methodists issue statement of principles . - 35 
Church of England seen failing in its evangelistic: task ..- + 35 
Welsh Anglicans to-join union discussions with Methodists . .« 35 
British Evangelicals urged to cooperate «6 » « ©» « © «© #© «© « 35 
Direct action against Rhodesia may be necessary, journal says. 36. 
ivencelicale ta Study Christian unity, 6a ee eee eo Se BE 
NBlders" named for Anglican Church << . 2. © «¢ 0 6 oa 0 0 o56 
Three churches to unite in English suburb .. . « « « + # « « 36 
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UNITED KINGDOM (continued) 

British churches! officials warn against’Rhodesian 

unilateral independence » » « « » A Si VR eae eT UY Wt ak ee He feo aE 
Churches in London form joint council ais 6. ay cat vee helt Ou) eevee ote. oS 
British Churches! statement on Bioneers ea ie ee ee Vattas ee ween loG 
Document; British churches! statement on Rhodesia . .... +. 38 
Anglican executive questions necessity of cathedral ...... 39 
"New chapter" reported in unity movement Thy BES EaUIE a oie, Pel teach een 
Controversy over “Archbishop se) statemenbae aia el eo ee vere a 
"Dime ripe" for union talks, Scottish church meeting says .. . 42 
Methodists ask for quic British action to restore law in 

Rhodesia. .>. a ‘ > Ca Mae SN Lida NRO Me Re useh alti ty AP phy om: a 
Worker-priests eer Evel ne wed by Anglican bishop . + «6 « «\« 44 
Anglican bishops! critical of abortion Law vaasiee Gia to 4 40 $l climes eau 
Bishop appointed new general secretary of British Council 

CEMChurche sia lei a tere wpe, hana Ua Nea Ry Tike Oe eee Uelmig Re aie ban ta ee « 45= 


URUGUAY . ‘ 
RC publication - warns. of communism in Uruguay. PORES CT Ra ene Lye ny Dt a 


are As 

F.O.R. delegation en route to Vietnam from DSR te Piak jai 6 ae th low teteilion tee 
New ecumenical guidelines for Roman Catholics in USA. . . .« « « 23 
Jackson "concentration camp" condemned by NCC investigators .. 23 
Church of God Assembly Committee to promote "spirit of 

Christian Fellowship. .... W)iRat at Be lied ah aulinet gee tial hes Meese eat eu Aenea 
Episcopalian,, R.C. leaders hake Farstr mee tine Dees Now! tpise eeareie SD 
Missouri synod approves new Lutheran agency » s » .s « © « « « « 23 
Cardinal will not oppose) bith control repeal pad) says beens Uae > 
Proposed Methodist restructuring to give greater voice to . 
» OVErSeas. Churches: #7) <)heceas lie (ie lepyeict iRTs ule lls sae og mown Neen aie ieee tee 
Methodist missionaries denounce USA Dominican Republic policy . 23 
Baptist association’ upholds sesresa tion, wine Geliac mi teyie wilh eaters 24—25 
"Re-Baptism" of President's daughter stirs controversy. ». ..e-. 24-25 
Lutherans-Catholics in USA begin talks on Nicene Creed. ... e 24-25 
Church in USA, synod urges unity at Lunctionedl: Level: «. a. hile eae eo 
U.5.: brethren: eritd cadwiot) Vietnam Bodog sake igi pe Ake es ne 24-25 
British. Methodists endorse union talks’ with U.S. Church... » 26 
CWS ships. add, FO. eOu FL 6 dy ry 5G Air call ie: ciate pita hres oli haan Mandl te Dieu ie ana ; 
American clergyman sees policy in Vietnam "tragically mistaken" 27 | 
"Powers. and principalities". theme of USA youth conference . . . 28 : 
Members. of dissident USA church stiil ee Palace Haasnop i: | 

rules. 6 Noe ora € . (hey eis ° e iat Line Say es Wile Se es Gast eee Puke a 
Presbyterian, Ronee pathol adie LY TIS hh Lathes ay nut ate Gite) ietlte tiie Aimar 
Colombia forbids import of Moody Tie ti hate. Bolan x's to ee ene 
Japanese peace team discusses Vietnam with American churchmen . 28 
Two USA churches SOCK TESUNTON Maser eid pilin lees eu eu ah tags 9 Le ae ie i el 
Public funds for birth control research, family planning backed 

by Catholic BCOUD  wibaaereces he . . Ae Wt ete Tee ee ey ea tae Sane ee oe 
Orthodox, Roman Catholics in USA oS hold TELE eis ap a oem eer with ave een 
Nuns in USA ask voice in Vatican Cound vice: ek aug bee ae + ph 
Methodist youth question advisability of world-wide confessional 

BAUOOL LRG So ini'is Fi sig adele Maan oe ° ° ° wl ay ee a ee ee 
USA Church Council protests eh boyaost of Taraeli <goodsss:4 OL 
USA churches set up special panel to study Vietnam War. ...s .» 31 
New agency to aid ‘Mississippi Delta. ArGiae en) exits, ce ations eae oe 


. 
DO 
(eo) 
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U. §. A. (continued) 
Seventh Day Baptists commend UNC VSELOTGR e ey vireo el es Tan ee brs 
RC students in USA ask restudy Ge Diren -CONbLOL-ALSSUC” er, fe’ is ery a 
Bishop! Pike cleared Of heresy Charge. + +) 0 jw ele ve fey eee %e 
Japanese group 'disappointed’ after U.S. peace missione vena, 2D 
Methodist, EUB commissions pop Le te) pian Of UnLON ws es See us ae 
Slovak synod will join cooperative USA Lutheran agency. »«. +» »« 34 
USA clergy ask government probe of law enforcement crisis . . .- 34 
USA Methodists ask "effective opposition" to South African 
Leia Met SN Is ae ac aera ee” Sika Ry MM WORE uel ye tre fe aS Roo Ry BAS gpa! 
Dr. Blake sees bishops necessary in a UNL PEO NChUrCh ‘aus elmo eine (OF 
REACTCEOMY LUA VOUEODEV ENV LOLS | lea (8 ie Tei eer er, ee YB Te 34 
R.C. laymen in USA ask aid in solving Los Angeles diocese 
DEODLGMe UI ene tro aie we wy its. tm, Rin Sih» een AAR Hae ie Rh 35 
R.C. bishops in USA name body for contacts with Jews. « « « « « 39 
U. S. governnent study of aid to Vietnan refugees asked . « « © 59 
"Coffee house" movement growing in USA. »© «+ « © «© © «© « * # # 8 46 
New: joint mission effort to reach New York's. millions ». . «= « » 36 
American churches prepare to settle new Cuban. refugees. « « « « 36 
"U.S. churehmen denounce acquittal verdict in Alabama slaying. . 36 
NCC in USA asks halt of “slanderous” phone messages + « + «+ * * 36 
American churches launch fund for Vietnam: will work through 
MMM Ste eae Ssh) PND Meas ga haces ie ie ce eco 
President requests church agencies to study Vietnam welfare 
DEODUOME Re sae a cIeh CER RGN as ear wii Raha es als vane «8 a7 
American Quakers plan aid programme in Vietnam. » +» + + © «© © » af 
Newhsoe ammerration daw hailed) in: Japany jets ah seer sve snes 47 
Roman -Catholic named officer of New Mexico ehaurch council .«; ei.« 3f 
USA Methodist board urges U.N. seat for China «+ + + + * + «© » 38 
U.S. church deplores "immoral" opposition to dralpiceay “emer IS 
RC scholar praises new protestant Bible » «se « se e© s e # 8 48 
Telephone companies:in USA reveal subscribers of "hate messages"48 
Lutherans, Orthodox in USA plan theological talks es «2 «ie + 38 
U.S~ Lutherans oppose compulsory chapel attendance at military 
BAPE OHV th eR a ar Pee TE Pe Aes nO ACR AS WY ACO SE We Maes Rt Be Se 49 
New-group protests against U.S. FOP ELEN POLICVan serie ewe pete D9 
Catholic "Natural Law" Position criticised by U.S. church leader40 
U.S. churchmen's positions/on international ALCATEL ee Keene a ae 
USA-survey team reports on refugee needs in Vie tire ites Wie ee el RO 
USA Presbyterians plan study centre for Spanish-speaking 
Americans SE Seat ee ea UR as hon Bik tore SSP ay OST eg 1S 2. WHO ie 1 Se. Sy Ls MT SiS Lee aha lS pee 40 
Quaker immolation was Vietnam PLOLEST se erjeleecaieiere (sues AO 
Union of theological education resources asked. « + «6 + « «© « ® 41 
U.S. Baptist professors urge church participation-in union talks4l 
"Deep South" church holds inter-racial BSLULOS ofl a tae nemere pet AL 
German, U.S. churches cooperate in providing eye care in 
Et icerean ead Lycee Wie Gules Ae Se ee a RO Pate ren? wes rm 1 elimi zve la'g O15) 8) O54 Al 
- Shock of conditions in Mississippi reported to WCC groupe « « « 41 
American Baptists defer decision on church union consultation « 42 
Inter-coufessional laymens! dialogue launched in USA. »« « « « « 42 
Roform Jews in USA to seck ‘converts. gee (eee aie ees neler 42 
Confessional differences held as obligations for dialogue « « - 43 
North Carolina church meetings condemn Ku Klux Klan ». « « « «:« 43 
Methodist bishops disown ‘death of God" theology. « + + «+ + + 43 
Accept death of God, theologian counsels Crise tT etgd OTT Vath a te hogy ee wee 
Church Ieaders address Washington marchers. « + « + « #-e + « « 44 
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U. S. A. (continued) 


President hears Billy Graham criticise Vietnam PYOTSST 2a es 
Clergy propose White House conference on Vietnam ...... . 
Delta ministry ,\) criticised, to he propedms sc a eee ee ee 


Barta Ra wet us . ay 

Atheist activities reported flourishing in HONINST AE dos at eae 
Embarrassing survey of Atheists in Lithuanian collective farn. 
USSR tans mpors! of (Bibles aneeureikcn alate eee ieee 
World Jewish leaders seek to set up body in USDR i oi cediw ate al gets 
Reports on Baptists an Rigas re direyiein say, piace me Ween ees we ne ee 
soviet pledges .redress.of three grievances. of Jews: « .« « « « e 
New map of Moscow! liate mainvchumchels aie. vient hue cnecdene aie 
USSR journal article says church closures ineffective. .... 
Pravda condemns anti-Semitism in widely circulated editorial .. 


a e a e » e ° 


oe 
aa 
45 


ee 
23 
24-25 
26 
28 
28 
Zl 
pity 
op’: 


Soviet Orthodox leader describes church life in USSR as "stable'34 


soviet journal urges RC~Gommunispldialooueiwe. im: sancleue a ae 
New surveyof "believers" im USERe isis a ce Wereiny TEs oe ee 
Four Armenian Catholic priests granted permission to work in 

. Armenia. NE a MR MS Cer ae Mead SON Vat MeL et AoA evi By Woke RM warty gi ih LR a tI ° 


VENEZUELA 


Venezuela Lutherans approve vocational school PROV SCA se weet a 


VIETNAM 


P.O.R. delegation en route to Vietnam from USA - .. + es se 


Asian churches relief work underway in) Veena: se die et eee rae 


UsSe Brethren critical dP Vaetmam nol doyh.s eee ak ee 
EACC officers cutline four-point plan to end Vietnam war. rae 
International standard urged. to guarantee religious liberty . 
Special Report: WCC Executive Committee in session in Geneva . 
American clergyman sees USA policy in Vietnam "tragically 
UST ak eT lis We Ry MEE Rae UR WN eas nn) SC Gia eeu Ie 
Clergymen's committee speeds Up dre TOP pesos ie tec wie eis 
British group asksall faiths intervention in Vietnam Crisis.’ . 
P.O.R. appeals.on Vietnam, Gommunism-. (s+... «oe toe a datteuse 
USA churches.set up special panel to study Vietnam war... . 
Churches aid refugees in North and South Vietnam . ae yah I oN 


Scripture distribution set up in South Vietnam... ois t 


Persecution seen purifying RC church in Vietnam. ... Diane waite? 


U.S. government study -of aid to Vietnam refugess asked.) t%. .s 
Anerican churches launch fund for Vietnam: will work through 
BACC . wm oy & Feed e ® CT ee e rhe e e e oe e e e e ® s * e ° e s es » e 


President requests church agencies to study Vietnam welfare 


problems s ° e ° ° e e e e ® e  ) * ° * e ® e . * ° e e * LA 


American ,Quakers plan aid PLO sKamne Pr ELS tiie wis SS ee ees wate 
Prague Conference committee!s statement:on Vietnam. i>. « « 
USA survey team reports on refugee needs in. Vietnam... .. 
Church leaders address Washington marches for peace in Vietnam 
President hears Billy Graham criticise Vietnam PrOTEA Ewe eak 
Clergy propose White House confepéncé on Vietnam bo. aoa he de 


Appendix 5. The Churches and Vietnam e ° e ° ° e * e ° ° . oe & ° 


YUGOSLAVIA 


WCC aids Yugoslav: flood vidbimes- io eos! e ee a ee Pain wey 


WCC builds new homes for 30 families homeless in Danube floods 
Yugoslav bishops protest religious freedom restrictions. .. . 


| Yugoslav Baptists struggle to be self-supporting «  «) id woes 


New LWF centre in Yugoslavia... of tere pate cte 


e ° s s e e . e 


3D 
Al 


Ag 


31 
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ZAMBIA 


Churches aid secures Dutch support for Zambia, Lie ad iy Belg tila 


ECUMENICAL AND INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN BODIES 


Churches aid work in Algeria complete successful three years » 
Bib e now accessible to 90% of the world « s+ 6 ss ss eee 
Asian churches relief work underway in Vietnam «+ + +» +» » « » 


South African theologian admonishes WSCF .« « » « »« »« « « «» ~24- 


African broadcasting consultation urges expanded | 


“communications facilities 2. #0 0 es ees we et em ee ~24- 


EACC officers outline four-point plan to end Vietnam war .« « » 

European Churches! Conference now has 76 members in 22 
COUN UE UE Gia atales al ba ae ay Re eave Reh eo ey mee eS ea) Mw 8 le 

Ghidelinesertor Atrigan’ Christian | Youth + le) eee eee gees 


Mme Pandit critical of U.N. cooperation year « » « » + « » 2 29~ 


F.O.R. appeals on Vietnam, Communism « « + « + s+ ee es ee ow 
WSCF to study student involvement. in revolutionary societies e 
African church conference headquarters. moved to Nairobi... 


Bible societies seek aid in meeting deficit CR wale elie hla eal 


Provisional. commission for unity formed in Latin America . « . 
$61, 000 asked for youth projects in 1966 . » .. + « ce we oe 
European churches plan new studies of migrant workers 
PEOULOTSH ete cish in cet hee wR ee Roe Lat eh a Tua Aw hee OR a Nea ewe Ne 
Prague conference committee's statement on Vietnam SLE anlar a ll. eng 
YMCA concern for indigenous African movement ..«+«+«.++.ses 
World YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer and Fellowship, November 14-20. 
Warning against disintegration of. European community »« « « « « 
CCSA planted 20,600,000 trees in Algeria «+ + « 6 © © ew ee 
Joint Be ae ee pias by youth OFTEN VESCLONS > Ge ces eed 8) Cals 
Methodist observer hails reformation - Roman-style « « » « « « 


_Bishop appointed new general secretary of the British. Council 


seed Churches. e he ar re ° . . ° e ° ry ¢ e . . e ee s. ° ®  e 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


Pope,  Eeumenical Patriarch exchange greetings . 6 « « » « « « 


“Keumenical Patriarchate takes steps towards union with 


pies -Chalcedonian churches Se a aK Tee Vow Ne RM TaN, Oe Be wl woke Ae 


New: attacks: reported against Ecumenical’ Patriarchate ..... 


Turkish court: rules against Ecumenical Patriarchate .». « « « .» 
Common declaration by Vatican ‘and Ecumenical. Patriarchate . . 


WORLD COUNCIL OF. CHURCHES 


Churches give $100, 000 to build homes for ‘Bast Pakistan 


cyclone victims ° e e » a ° . . e . e ® e * ) e ° e . ° ° ° 


. 1965 ecumenical work camps stress social service work .«... 
_ Eoumenical Centre dedicated in Geneva . « -« « s +» «© «© « «© 24~- 
.. WCC aids Yugoslav PROC eae iat) weir asl « 0i'e E abn ko Mc Re hae ae a wer eee 
pea director- ~general confers with World Council of Churches! 

official bE ee haw Bi ty aE ARRAS Kinleg hase ee tera wipes ae! ener Sec el he sheweden 
East, West churchmen study bases for world peace . . « « « e24- 
New development. Loans fund. 50 said. churqhes = ec veia) & odlie idle cwed~ 


New look in studies of Faith Bele het Wigs Wa Rn ay PRR AT MENTS, PUP, pa ot CL 
New "wOC staff appointments A Oe A Op eRe) eh OF) SLL EOS ye iy CTRL May a ee ey id ee 


_ WCC now has 214 full member and eight agsaciate member 


‘churches @ ns ° ne . ° ° « * . « . ° . e Ce ee ee | . ° 7 « 
International standard urged to guarantee religious liberty . 
Special Report: WCC executive committee in session in Geneva, 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (continued) 
Accelerated lay training programmes seen required for 
APpie ah chitrchs a we fea can, aesei ees eta Veate eine Celtel AGnky ea emellr 
"Powers and Principalities" theme of USA youth conference 
Robbins Strong named to interim WCC post « 4 ss + 6 6 ee 
Vatican names women observers to WCC sponsored education 
SOM ELES Fb eo ee ace 8. ORR meROT tet) elle Sera wan Cetra tame 
Christian, Jewish consultation recommends common social 
BO GLOOM bette ee hed eC Le ilar wee mare Oy arta ain ees ween te tay cath] ie SCPE mt ne 
Hcumenical "observers" held influential’ . sie 2 6k ws 6 


16 


«29-30 


° 


ne 
pal 


Emerging human needs challenge Church to new forms of service. 31 


Churches’ waste of money a "scandal" report says « « « * 's 
Studies planned of impact of social changes on youth. .e . 
Cooperation urged) i% Laity: formatzon yogis ey.ey seis! el eee ks 
Sociologist, theologians study protest movements in church 
Vatican Council gives initial approval to religious liberty 
GEXT<s ¢ 0 3s e Oe eee, ee a ee Cleo eae @ ial © 
Churches sonte pate $119, 000 Poe new houses for Pakistan 
PLOOd UV VAVOTR (eins eee et ate ae! ca yet tet fiat sane atta heemenrs 
WCC consultation urges flexibility in the ministry . . e e 
wCC builds new homes for 30 families homeless in Danube 
ah a fos = ORR Se Ben ° Dian Wa Me tiie: Aloe Sen Wak Sater caneunl TM * 8 ee ee 
WCC asks $25,000 Hh oe civilian victims of Pinte ahd 
Pakistan Wat woes 2ecis le Tel et a eWiee los linus emia nite tie akin et eae ne 
Article explores possibilities of "genuine" ecumenical 
Ear al ob alist Serine hm ace sant tLe Maer NMR eR RS det a Ni cord hel gla A Diigo a bah oA 
WCC observer critical of Church and world schema 2. « « . 
Vatican observers form committee . « « ‘se »s «© « 6 © « # s 
Ford grant for, study of /churches! aid work . ss .*s <6 
SASP says family planning a priority for churches! medical 
5 WOK eyo eek 8s Bela Ob ris Olah: we Ea ew ate eet nee Tee neetennD On eke tock ne Grae 
WCC. graduate school opens 14th session « . . 6 « « « « » « 
Church leaders oppose unilateral independence in Rhodesia 
Church statements on race used in international court... «. 
WCC seeks $500,000 for India-Pakistan civilian war victims 
Church women plan. cooperative work at interconfessional 
TMOC TUNG ed wii yew aie Abele elle cy eye wm titReNiake. ag Wa Rh De hnitint” aia Mn dea we 
WCC leader concerned for Ecumenical Patriarchate « « « « « 
Emperor Haile Sellassie visits Ecumenical Centre e« « « « » 
Christians will join in general observance of prayer for 
Unity Week ee oe oe oe te ve le wccm ele Broa ere, Laer On epee eee eee iene ae 
ECLOF makes 96 new foans. Jin Po soOuUntries wets oe US Veen 
WCC's Central Committee will meet in Geneva §. . « « »« «'s 
Joint endeavours pledged by youth organizations . .« « « e« 
Joint WCC-R€ group holds second meeting «. « « « « « «eo « 
DICARWS to recruit social’ workers for Tunisian government 
Cooperation urged between Christian journalists . % « « e 
German Baptists reiterate opposition to World Council .. 
WCC religious liberty secretariat comments on Vatican 
dec lave biome n5 alte See aR: Gena Bot aioe Oat eata geen gtd 
A Christmas message from the general secretary of the WCC 
WOC -staff welcomes Catholic plan for ecumenical war on 
BOWOR GY yale a hig Deh ie) teal SPN ha I gi haaseny aah et ane aCe A ee 
Visser ‘t-Hooft pleads for a more radical ecumenism ... 


e 


32 
ae 
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WORLD CONFESSIONAL BODIES 

Dr. Tolbert of Liberia clected Baptist World Alliance 
president DCS Pace faa Nie rea Loe an Pe et ee ee Se a a ec SOM EG a 024-25 
LWF leaders authorise further contacts with Rome . + « » « e24=-25 
‘Dats André Appel elected LWF general HE OVS LAE hs tae eta es ee eae 
Reformed Alliance and Roman Petholicurelatvions ie. 6\\8 eae Nae? 25 
CCIA officers meet disarmament negotiators « « + + © « «+ + + 28 
Congregational, Reformed world leaders meet . +s « « + » 129 30 
Twelve Baptist. bodies plan World Mission Council « « + » « « « ol 
LWF, Roman Catholics hold first theological talks ...... 31 
LWF quarterly calls for Lutheran, Anglican talks ». . + 6 « « « De 
LWF radio station finishes four-year construction programme . 55 
~ LWF ‘committee plans study of term "Hebrew 2) rea Ree yr A ha i ae ha a 
All-Africa Intheran body: proposed 3 9. el ei ee oie te we ww OT 
Worl d RONG A ALOT i DOU Se OOS le eae ee pibtiMeile tlie: Sy valley aa lated en OT 
New LWF centre in Yugoslavia « » + 2 + © © + © # © © © ee 8 a1 
Call for fresh unity efforts by African Lutherans 4. « « « « + 38 
'- Report: of LWrevisitoreeto Rumania: <2. 6 see wf eal eae) eG 
WCE's Central Committee WMI IHeSh An MOnNeVal) W lWiis is js je’el ewes AL 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH |. 
Nobel Prize winners appeal toPopeson, birth: control i aee wie aed 
‘Pope, Ecumenical Patriarch exchange. greetings « «6 +» «4 #023 
R.C. Church may permit converts from Anglican clergy to be 
deacons UE TR VEIT SRLS SUP aL Eee Hie SE Nat Ook teat Se a ee 24 
Vatican Secretariat opens talks with humanists .« « »« « «© « « eat 
New Vatican wedding rules disappointment to Protestants . 529-30 
Vatican names women observers to WCC sponsored education 
committee NAY Way rea ae PUN Dap nest G nears tie te lie i aditow (qt: gucvare tomo WO 
Nuns in USA ask voice in Vatican Council « « « « e+ + s© + « eae 
ey cy lawyers. approve religious liberty text; Spanish group 
es protests: hee pha VR Ceuem RMR Mal Rian eee Ua w CMU e Gwe eh blk n(e-atre i ore Se) © 
“Ecuménical concern.marks R.C. Africa education meetings .» « + 32 
“Swiss hiérarchy emphasises. Mary's role in unity ...... + 33 
“Reactions generally favourable to Vatican's religious 
TA DODUy VOU Ee nk ey meen me hare ee eu eis Qa RNIN et ih hh 
‘Reaction in USA to PODG Vie LG ee le ag he eles ee on 54 
Ford grant Bors StUayoOL POnnTOnes ed work wie tee a oan ee wet ood 
Pope's * Uy N. visit Seqie SEIU Us toe PEO CO ie) «elie ae ca vals ot) OO 
Church ' women plan cooperative work at interconfessional 
meeting Se tea eh ete ere EAN Gey HR Talal gS wih a hw op’ alae Chie uF tay SS 
Working ieee movement in France approved by Vatican .« . Pe ea 
“Christians will join in general observance of prayer for 
UND Gye WE ROs ota leu poly elte ewe rca dan choise sig el te te eihe tek peut. O 
Joint endeavours pledged by youth organizations «+ «6 « «0 41 
Joint WCO-RC group holds second meeting .«...+-++-.++-e«-- 42 
Catholic; Orthodox delegates re-examine "events of 1054"... 43 
‘Bast Gérman Catholics open church to Protestant parish »« « « « 43 
Common declaration by Vatican and Ecumenical Patriarchate .. 44 
Pope .shares in-.ecumenical service . . 2 « es + e+ © © eo « 4d 
Presbyterians and Catholics plan joint book of worship . ... 44 
wcc staff welcomes Catholic plan -for -ecumenical war on’ 
poverty eee AN GE ALR a al Ce hee We ee ee eure ea 
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CATEGORY IIs Substance 


ANTI-SEMITISM . 
German Protestant leaders denounce anti- Sami tiaiiee: Givk lets 29250 
Don't. weaken statement on Jews R.C. writer asks 5» » « « « «29-30 
Pravda condemns. anti-Semitism in widely circulated editorial . 32 
Arab support of. declaration on the Jews «2 »« « » © « «© © «© © « 38 
Munich youth poll reveals anti-Semitism .° 9. .« « 4+ 6 « » «42 
Austrian church denounces anti-Semitism: . » 2 « » « « e » « 42 


ATHEISM 
Atheist activities reported flourishing in Leningrad . « .« « » 23 
Embarrassing survey of atheists in Lithuanian collective farm. 23 
Citizenship oath controversy TRO STAC Senta wilted thie ote ea beta me 


BROTHERHOODS AND COMMUNITIES q 
Taizé community will mark 25th anniversary THE abst sale ho dat Uae) fa cape O 


CHRISTIAN UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES (See also Vatican Council TI) 
New ecumenical guidelines for Roman Catholics in USA » « « « « 23 
Church of God Assembly Committee to promote "spirit of | 

M ona stan fed Lows Hdl (spi ee te eee. ww hat ac te-k ee ea een aT a pete ean eee Sane 
Missouri synod approves new Lutheran agency .« « « « + © « « « 23 
Portuguese Presbyterians ready for dialogue with Roman 

Cato Ll vase te Can we eR Rt othe opi ien wt imi gtk See ey tia hl tether a eile tis naib) 
Cuban Presbyterians seek. conversations... 0 « es sists & 6 « =» 2] 
Roman Catholic-tribute to) Waldensiansi |). (re'a ls! ee 3s re ete e eo 
Méthod@ist dissenters in Uv will state: tneir Gace Pics oes, aio 
Seventh Day Baptists commend unity efforts «© « ss 6 « 6 s'« « 32 
Extension of dialogue urged by Italian Waldensian leader .« «. . 32 
New ecumenical awareness seen in Latin American churches .. . 32 
Swiss hierarchy emphasises'’Mary's role in unity . «+s s « » « 33 
Maori youth waiting for the "pakeha" to catch up « « « « « « « 34 
Dr.. Blake sees bishops necessary in a united church .. « « s 34 
Tanzanian leaders suggest "federation" rather than union. .« « 34 
Dissident British Methodists issue statement of principles « « 35 
British Evangelicals urged to. cooperate « « « « » « # © ew « « 95 
Evangelicals to,-study, Caristian! unweyuc soe ae a) we etree bo Gite ap eeee 
Call for freshiuni ty *elrorts by Afra canvLuvnerens 94%. 250 ei are hoo 
"New chapter" reported’ in unity movement in Britain’ .°<° «7s « 39 
Union of theological education’ resources askéd ss « eos 'es ¢ Al 
U.S. Baptist professors urge church. participation in union 

Talker a eles Spe Sten Bee MRMcIE OGEAALD Clkig be Shamir ng iia a vane en ie atean etme 
Australian Anglicans chided for, union atiituges « Gov. «ls ae «uae 
"Time ripe" for: union. talks, Scottish. church meeting says +. - 42 
Confessional differences held as obligations for dialogue .. 43 
Swiss. church advises on, Week of Prayer activities «.« ..«.«+ « 44 
Greek bishops petition RLM E ive ley we os ea awh Shenae ae terme ee a tare 


CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS (See also Religious Liberty) 

Burma’ gives assurance no take-over of seminaries « .«. es © 24-25 
Ceylon's educators and churth’ leaders protest against 

education 1 dei s Lato, | ails ‘vevreia wed Gil etree ie teenaene takin nate, 
Prelate sees limitation of Wirt cs liberty in Catholic 

Spain © eee wt ape be tal el age ae . . ai let, (en @ CBee Len I ue ook) 26 
World Jewish GON Nie seek ip ahs ae Body in USSR Pe de eee Laer ar here a) 
French military "exemptees" teach in mission sshools ..... 26 
Five mission hospitals nationalised in Burma ... .««. ee» 28 
Polish writer claims temancipation! from, not ‘hostility! 

POTORUT ON Os oboe eg. ube eet ania 


* e e e e. e . > e es ° . ° 28 
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CHURCH STATE RELATIONS (continued) 
Waldensians critical of concordat article on Poet ReCe 

priests Me essere i Leen ler \mnnsie: le ie ceneM (he 8 eR 8 029-5) 
New map of Moscow Ivete Mainodhurcnes +). 4) sa lee les eee Od 
USSR journal article says church closures ineffective ... -» pps 
Church-state relations discussed by Hungarian reformed leader. Ne 
South Korea closes Protestant university CMO suet a oil tm Me ie tL we 
Report on a er VL CSG Ln) Wht DATILE ie sXe ise) tes we ph tae! metal es De 
R.O's unhappy with new Qe tonata wcONetictitLon. ler 8 center e } a9 oD 
Ceylon cardinal ‘concerned for future work of MVSSiONArTes |e? 'a Do 
Rats will have voice in Swiss canton vote on national, . : 

free church union ... ‘lh Oe elie etaoerg gi Nh 3 IMM Binds ea Ny WOR Ria taly mee i 
Ceylon will not return seized church schools, minister says ~. 34 
Korea permits re-opening of Christian urliversity « ¢ « « « 6 + Oe. 
Good church-state relations reported in Rumania . e« « + «+ « + 5 
Number of ‘ministerial candidates reported on rise in Cuba, ae 

despite. UG aks) 112 RPS ne a Sa ie alae ies hah 
New attacks ‘reported against Ecumenical Patriarchate ul LA eee ci Says 
Sovie? journal urges R.O-Communist dialogue. «+» « -« PA Siete TREN cB | 
Johamresburg Times denounces McCarthy-like hunt against lig 

institute. EA TGR GAR OT) Pca A I IL ae OE EN BT GY Mk A A NO ee SNe 
Turkish. court rules against Eoumenical Patriarchaté .. . + + 36 
Trinidad churches fight pending education bill « . + 2 e+ «> sit 
Korean government orders resignation of seminary professor. ..- 5/ 
New coneceailone vO roltan Res. church) eq ee Le) oye le elie ye ce 48 
Reaction to mengol mabtonalisation bse wiles + cee al See es yea 
British-Guiana Catholic.weekly sees.defects in proposed see 

ee EE a eee ON aan Gah hg oe ae 6 ae eieie er ep tibe Sache tel ey 
Revision of -Swiss- constitution asked to. remove discriminatory 

MEASUYSS BSRINE MeO Sa ieitie ye al elle eile Gael a. ee te fe 59 
WCC>leader concerned for Ecumenical Patriarchate PO ga yg ta i etn 
Finnish free churches ask for revision of government . 

PESULAGTONS ose eee Me a ie Peete 8 eee Via ellie ate 26 gee 
Portuguese Catholics assail government HPOLLOLOGN i wee eye ae vets CA 
Church efficials protest against court ruling.on school. 

PRAYERS Miele esate els bit Pathe Silty web gh ae ida dita Me NR a arabe tel Uae tg OA): 
Polish Baptist leaders Cape ee Uae ET Ea hie OMEN a aT COE eae ee 
Rhodesia reported. to forbid publication of church report «9 «41 
Rhodesia HOw reported. to permit publication of church report . 42. 
Report en-:church-state relations in Ha dt (GOrmawy soos. sue al sah Ae 
Four Armenian Catholic priests granted permission to work 

Teeter Seat eee Henne oe Noe eu ga N, Oi gtk wi WORE aL ne ete tena A gm team 
New- tensions in:Greek church-state clash . . 6 6 « «6 2 « e:2 © 42 
Greek: church reform bill. studied by Orthodox group « «+ + « « « 44 
Need for church. egret eelhecetudied an Norway a “siesta Sel ee 4S 


CHURCH’ UNION Hae | 
Swedish Baptists seek reunion « » + 6 «© © © © © 24 ee ee a3). 
British Methodists back union plans with ANSLIGENS ele e) 6: ee4me) 
British Methodists endorse union talks with Uess churon (so 4°26 
Methodist group opposes union’ with Anglicans . . 6 «+ + + + © 27 
Australian Anglican move to enter unity discussions. .« «..'.29-30 
New United Church formed in Ecuador + + +++ +s 4 se 6 29-50 
Two USA’ churches seek re-union . « « «© «+ «© © © © © e © oe 229-30 
Welsh ‘United Chur¢h - proposal involves four denominations .« «29-30: 

_LwF, Roman Catholics. hold fivet theoloetoal ‘talke sie ey SE 
Canadian Anglicans approve proposal for union with United 
Church » +. . IPSS eS hr OF) aOR Re a 
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CHURCH UNION (continued) 

Nigerian Methodist leader rejects request to halt union plans « 32 
Methodist, EUB commissions complete plan of union . 6 « « « «-« 33 
Church union in Ceylon seen possible by end of 1968 . «2... 33 
Italian Baptists name committee to study union . « « +» « «© « « 34 
South African Anglicans, Presbyterians prepare covenant as 

step. towards unDor ae sie nie) ey auce | siya te wore eh sikes 1h gan Ue See 
Welsh Anglicans to join union discussions with Methodists . . +» 45 
Voters in.Swise canton approver church undone se «te pow fe le 
Southern African Presbyterians approve draft covenant ....- + 36 
Three churches’ to unite in English’ suburb: <0. 32.54 se ee se) 90 
Presbyterians, Congregationalists in Jamaica will unite on 

Degember Wiper ese cue a ev, wie Maman ue opliecdee eth Se cck eve a tuMnen ne 
UELCA approves Australian Lutheran Union document .« « « s+ « « 40 
Seven denomination union endorsed by North India church « «2... 4O 
South African Methodists set up committees to (Study WwnLon. “es: 6-442 
American Baptists defer decision on church union consultation » 42 
Inauguration act postponed for Nigerian United Church ». « « »« « 43 
N.Z. Presbyterians endorse 'tunion! statement of faith . « « « « 44 
The churches of Cameroon are: working for UNION versie 68) see Ae. 
Role of bishops.controversial in’Australian union scheme .. « 44 


CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE 
Queen, churchmen observe Salvation Army centenary » » « « «© « » 23 
New infant baptism policy in Church of England diocese «+. + + 23 
Proposed Methodist-restructuring to give greater voice to 


overséas Ghurchéds ey 0s 7s Sein Ske ee el g eae a4 ue a ate emis 
R.C.-Church may permit converts from Anglican clergy to ak 
deacons e * ® 2 e * ® e * e ° s e ° e e e e e 7 ° e ° e 024-25 


Church.in USA synod urges unity at. Constionee. level « « e « «24-25 
Thdian consultation sitiidtes’ factionarisi) . ate eau pee cay elie ec 
Latin American Lutherans to form. area-wide council «.« « »« « » « 27 
Canadian -.Lutherans outline principles for child adoption .. +» « 27 
Members of dissident USA church still Episcopalians, bishop 

LE Bs on ley I ale qe agit tg RP Ra Uae Fan Nana Cece fe gv pe Re aca a er ae na 
Brazil. becomes. 19th autonomous.Anglican church. »« » « » » » « « 26 
German: language Baptist churches in Brazil reported active . « 28 
Report: on. life of “shurches imi: Pndonéesiave ces) 6l.«) a) sCeue win ee eU 
New Lay order for Brazilian Methodists’ tests Shan & “sees be eeo 
Churches!. waste: of money.a “scandal” report says « « «8 es «6 352 
Sociologists, theologians study protest movements in church . . 32 
New Methodist church-in Caribbean, Americas « «© « « « #8 se « 39 
Yugoslav Baptists struggle to be self-supporting ... « « « » 34 
Soviet.Orthodox leader describes church-life in USSR as 

Metab 6.0 eRe Rid ttote eae le Row tie \ulthie ie ere ein a te ign Ry an 
Burmese Baptists. to mark centenary of convention . 9. .» « s+.» 35 
Stop relying on overseas aid, Indian official tells churches . . 35 
"iders'! (‘named for Angel can onuranys alms: mela eouaiy erie Lis Serene’ 6 lw eae 
Anglican executive questions necessity of cathedral .« « ». « « « 39 
Autonomy for-Burma Methodists sai ei $e ee ipie tele ow 8) sigen OO 
Conservatives named to Cape Province church leadership . +... 40 
First, nation-wide’ Baptist. crusddevin Spatnees ) «iiss ec a = on k ene ane 
Swedish high churchman proposes new position .« . »« « « « « « « « 4l 
Australian council launches major church-life programme . ... 43 
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CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


Geneva. church asks solution to problem of Swiss "C.O's" ... 42 


EDUCATION 


Indian ‘leaders plan new courses for church schools » ». « « « « 23 
Ceylon's educators and church leaders protest against 

SOMCe POM Ge Sta CL ON eb s Seis shave eile ca (ete a) ene ewe 
Protestant seminary enrollment increases in East Germany . .29-30 
R.C. schools seen making positive contribution to ecumenism . 32 
Ecumenical’ concern marks R.C. Africa education meetings .. .- 32 
WCC graduate’ school opens 14th session . . « 6 + + e+ wo 6 © « 3D 
Union of theological education resources asked « + o » « « + + 41 
Churches aid sectres Dutch support for Zambian schools . ... 41 


ETHICS 


Anglican pistons eee at Die POM TLOMIMLAW ie ell ethene aur eve) eae 


EVANGELISM 


Report on evangelism in West Africa . . « « © ee © © © © @ « 26 
Ghana Baptists plan nationwide evangelism . + « «+ e« «© « « «29-30 
Chureh.of England seen failing in its evangelistic.task .. « 35 
Spanish Baptists hold evangelism campaign «6 « « + «© « « © « » 48 


FAMILY PLANNING © 


Nobel Prize winners appeal to Pope rian PREG te): ECL eat w es ee 
Cardinal will not oppose birth control repeal bill . « »« « » « 23 
Public funds for birth control research, family planning ; 

backed by Catholic Fie ig e5  OR ADDS RRR Seer EDIE IP SEN TE By RU AN UD tae RA saad 8 
R.C. students in USA ask restudy of birth control issue .. .« 32 
British R.C. doctors' response to poll on Givi GCOMETEGL cy ec tare 
SASP ‘says family planning a priority ‘for churches! medical 

Deri Wet egd 2 aw OER TEM a CONN gy) Mie a i Baie eh eginl ale we ce) eB sees ee (ite oa ede 
Catholic “Natural Law" position criticised by U.S. church 

leader . ee AERO re oN. GA a Mola Gall (et aR aptiwstras'cel funy saeipee nie Nat aa cetee 


FESTIVALS 


Queen, churchmen Shee Ee Salvation Army centenary . « «-« « « « 23 
Special Report: WCC executive committee in session in Geneva. 26 
A Christmas message from the general secretary of the WCC .. 44 


INFORMATION , 


African. broadcasting tonsultation urges expanded 

POLE Oe One Ed PLOSS tack ia et eure leva late Welw le Oly sale ee eee 
Study asked. of plans for million dollar Protestant radio 

Serer ee Gee ie wpe Up hNBes wera UN we aS ele velicelt oa wnat) ee 
Singapore, prime. minister warns against newspaper attacks « « « 55) 
LWF radio. station. finishes four-year construction programme . 35 
Cooperation.urged between Christian journalists’. « « « « « +» 42 


INTER-CHURCH ATD (see also Refugees) 


Churches! aid work in Algeria complete successful three years . 23 
Churches give’ $100,000 to build homes for East Pakistan Ni: 

oyélone Soy alg ow Cicks Stk ak see ypeeney ie ty SRE: SG bce ay ci ner a RP WP ee MO ta 
Danish churches campaign to.save surplus pork for overseas 

DSCC ee aie ste er et eter ata a wal ee ae la ge oe we le 024-25 
WCCO aide Yugoslav flood vietimsi. «ie ea a le wie «8. ee 24—25 
New development’loan fund to aid churches «. « 6 6 «© « © « 024-25 
CWS ships-aid to Seoul flood victims . s+ s+ 2 «© ee 6 6 ee 27 
Churches win campaign to secure surplus pork for needy « «6 « 27 
"Bread for thé World"-now aiding 587 projects . » « « « « « « 28 
Churches rush aid to Chile flood victims « . 6 so 6 # 0 « «29-30 
Emerging human needs challenge church to,new forms of service. 31 
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INTER-CHURCH AID (continued) 

Churches’ aid refugees’ in North and Sotth: Vietnam 4 se. «4 332 
Add to Indian PLOod survivors ola vate) fa btwyielhet leer Rlte  laitie: We the ve tet ia 2 
Churches contribute $119,000 for new houses for Pakistan 

ELOOd! SUPWILY ORIG) Wie dale ie Wg vale cieimtys int mth tw tat ued ae ON RG: wR EEGg a at an die A egos 
WCC builds new homes for 30 families homeless in Danube 

LLCO S fie lie oo 9) saps oa pte eR mwa Yorn awe eile aa My eae SO ee wg ell nay) 
wCC asks $25,000 to aid civilian victims of India, Pakistan 

WED te gis eho e Ne aim) mica he WWMM eed ety ald sn Nel gone Tye eras ean Mee 
DWiss Churches asd" CO: MOS Oy iid aie ean le Sw sw ge aoe t uy le ayes 
WCC seeks $500,000 for India-Pakistan civilian war victims . . 38 
$61,000 asked “foriyouth projects 11960 ..  iog eek sk a le eke 
Australian churches plan £250,000 for world needs. . . . e+. 59 
EGLOP) makes: 96 new jLoansian Le Countries (alse ede ate! ao stk eno 
German, U.S. churches cooperate in providing eye care in 

PLETDS: DOUG (erty is he Wan wi paldean, eicnamieli as! tea aimee eathlg Sy oe Chae gtet ets pl emai 
DICARWS to recruit social workers for Tunisian government .. 42 


INTER-CHURCH CONTACTS, EXCHANGES AND RELATIONS 

Episcopalian, R.C. leaders hold first méeting in USA. « « « « 23 
Owediah Baptists seek reumd On Giga dian tact aes Me wonamte Are oak Gabe smnnt 
Nissourd  synodapproves mew lupneran iS ynod. sts ila aie mie ene 24 
Koumenical Patriarchate takes steps towards union with 

pre=Cha Voedon Tar Ghu mel is! tei vetieit «stairs iene iat ie Nee baie eunn) etna c nes 
Swiss pastors warn against Jehovah's Witnesses .« . . « « « »24~25 
Christian ‘cotincil formed in) Pasutod end wis.alis ster ie ts) eee ae 
New Zealand churches ‘advance union negotiations .....«-.. 31 
Keumenical Patriarchate takes next steps towards union with Ge 

prée-=Chaléedondan Ghurches cy ee suse Whence te Toul ime ee. Aner 
Slovak synod will join cooperative. USA Lutheran agency ... ree 
Churche's;"in! London! form joint Count (ai raul. en ae epi ae 
Plans for council seen unaffected by split of Malaysia .... 38 
Australian churches pool efforts for new community .. Peres fol 
German, Japanese, churchés Seek closer FLE8 aie) ali ao we 39 
Taiwan churches plan PODME (aie BROTI VE Or? W'S 4 ON tite ee te tice eee ae AL: 


INTER-CONFESSIONAL RELATIONS, CONTACTS AND EXCHANGES 
Pope,’ Ecumenical Patriarch exchange EVBS TINGS Wt ter es otvbpie tl eLemnee 
Episcopalian, R.C. leaders hold first NESTA NSA TM US Awe. wane 
LWF leaders authorise further contacts with Rome ... 3 024-25 
Lutherans; Catholics in USA begin talks on Nicene Creed... 224-25 
Reformed Alliance and Roman Catholic: rela tlons- otis Keeyee* deep 
Special Report:. WCC Executive Committee in session. in . 

GCONCVE a v0 biel ei wih el hs aD TALE eee rie noe eas plea Roe aati Sie Meee 
Hungarian bishop comments on dialopue (wi thy Romer yee ety of allel vey 
Spanish Catholic group will visit Orthodox leaders .... ited 6 
Presbyterian, Roman Catholic talks in Rist et tae gor eae Wea uer ee ere Cee rel S| 
Congregational, Reformed world leaders meet ... 4 ueivetn where 50 
ReC. priest leads prayers in Westminster ADD er ee aie oy teat eas e950 
Evangelical bishop rejects R.C. proposal for patriarchate .29-30 
Orthodox, Roman Catholics” in USA To wMota bain aim eee me. ce an 
LWP, Roman Catholics hold first theological talks ...... Si. 
Catholic Pentecostal coopération in Chilean literacy 

PEO STAMOS UE EON Gy win he he ive 8 ie etwas eee Nala aie Omg Ni ger a a 
Protestants, Roman Catholics in Austria oonsidem talks Je je-e ve ok 
Emphasis on action by Western Christianity seen impeding 

ecumenical talks with Orthodox ..... .«. le ee tle ds meh iN ec a oe 
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INTER-CONFESSIONAL RELATIONS, CONTACTS AND EXCHANGES (continued) 
LWP quarterly calls for Lutheran, Anglican talks ... s «-« e By 
Kouménical attendance at Colombia ordination .«...-. whe Ha Ee 
COUPE Teer eee batty Poems bLON ss 6,.< fave he le nie ies beve. 0 32 
Archbishop of Canterbury asks new-R.C. rulings on mixed 
eee Mee eon cw le lM ieee lai ialsie\a IW Al wine Tah. ae why alle natelel ie OOS 
Spanish bishop permits non-Catholic. Ber MO cis prebick- cass whey gto 43 
Old Catholics sign full communion agreement with three pete 
of agb Gofedel =) = hae ehh SeMaGN wna ny <iMiat eel ling Jie Ned De, uds, T pelvet,, qi a inw ds ghee Oe 
Keriya Christians hold pirat Be AD Ct cai al ac aa Ligh wich eh grt asbaeS ie ita 54 
HesgcTyans snuloks to PONS! Ss Wet jc: le els ei anes ere ere Rite neyaker ee 
‘Bulgdrian BydZaritine Rite R.C!'s will use Gatanes BLD LG asi elieve 54 
south #frican journal fears church members "forgetting 


History" " , e « e e s ® ® ° e e e ° e « e . * e a e 2 e e e 36 
German Protegtants, Roman Catholics hold. first..joint 
conference e e e e e ° e ° ° e * e . ° e e e BT Bir ye e '¢@ 46 


Relics to be restored to Betrodore nyse Shee eeaandes iis ada eine ghreudia T 
Roman Catholic named officer of new Mexico church COUNGI dias 57 
Lutherans, Orthodox in USA plan EPCOLOSIC RI GEL ele eyemwet aire OS 
Church women plan cooperative work at interconfessional 

Meet THe) Vetere . ’ Re hs ia Bee) Mitt Memat mani! ein ate hagita ey ehlg’ Ns 
Joint Anglican,’ R. Cy Mahal. in Upende 0 ae can Oh sa Ga RUINS tnd Saigo cy PC) 
Christians will join in general observance of Prayer for 

PS Aes ame ee POV Th aN a gc sig ca dill igh GAM nae AA Aa ln tuuleghons «. 40 
PeoOtemceepr ore se hls LEESON DOM) ies acve wesw Motel whet oi le » AO 
Joint endeavours pledged by youth organizations .... ss. 4l 
Cardinal Bea unhappy about Huss controversy «. +. .e«.s.+..e... Al 
POiut PWCGeRUneroun olds’ second meeting’) swe) ee a> en cenielva vor 42 
New epoch seen beginning in Austrian inter-church relations . 42 
Hast German Catholics open church to Protestant parish a eeu aS 
Common declaration by Vatican and Ecumenical Patriarchate .. 44 
Presbyterians’ and Catholics plan joint book of worship... . 44 
Greek: Orthodox to consider withdrawal of ancient anathemas .. 45 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 

Religious liberty in Muslim countries studied ...e... erg ORY 
Christian, Jewish consultation recommends common social 

action CERRO S ira A ph paar UE! ghtig gy eh wht g Sa Ta Mi, OY Sa SU SE PE Vira Ad 
European committee formed | on Church and Jewish people .. ..« 33 
ReCe bishops in USA name body for contacts with Jews .« . «+. . 35 
LWF committee plans study of term "Hebrew Christian" ..... ble 
Reactions to Vatican Council vote-on Jews . . < « e Sr oe hate tg 
Interdenominatiqnal Cialogue with Muslims in India ..... . Al 


INTERNATIONAL AFFATRS Yee 
F.O-Re delegation en route to Vietnam EDOM NS As elves ws eu abe wile wee ee 
Methodist missionaries denounce USA Dominican Republic. . 

NOS Oop ARIES Sie So is a 2s aan Pe Ee aA Na Sob yee ip elt eet et eee A 
Kast, West churchmen study bases for world peace .... oe 24-25 
Uewemerebiren Critioas of Vietram DOLIGY «<6. «.%) so ei eal « 024-25 
HACC. officers outline four-point plan to end Vietnam war . .. 26 
Churchmen: criticise Australia for "escalation" of conflict e 26 
International standard urgent to guarantee religious geen » 26 
Special.Report: ° WCC’ executive committee in session in 

Ot ene REG CBO (ha ei atl as ty or gt eat pet tah ata gy ie os alg 
American clergyman sees USA policy in Victnam "tragically 

ee ee ERNE Feo ae Ere Witig we Herne ee gg Nee ein we wy) fa oi 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (continued) 

Clergymen's-committee speeds up drive for peace »« « « » « « « » 28 
British-group-ask-all faiths! intervention in Vietnam GrisLS.s../4 120 
COLA officers "mest disarmament Nesoti ators vig ve 6. bk hee were OO 
Japanese peace team discusses Vietnam with American churchmen . 28 
Mme; Pandit critical *of.U, Ny "cooperation year (2. 4 « fens, euacoeso 
USA:church couneil protests Arab boycott of Israeli goods... 31 
HPaOehe Appears oni Vietnam. (COMMUN T Si: riel va teal ee allie mw ewe iad me 
USA .churches set up special ‘panel to study Vietnam WETS wun twit a cor 
Missilonaries inthatin “America Crrerei sede cans tysipe ke yo) ellen ee eee 
indian. .churches statement ‘on, wart with Pakistan sii, « sys oie nec eo 
Japanese group 'disappointed! after U.S. peace mission ei.» « « 35 
Korean Christiane task, Japanese (torre pens t+. wh swe ceune nial es gua 
Dre Niles sdtsouseds ‘Kaghmir prot Lem, oi tals + atvet a apleciet suerte penne 
Japanese leader asks forgiveness for his country's actions Sane 
Roped sty Ny visit @seer) stim lus “Lowe no ei eee ne len aceen can pone coamtamioy 
Direct action against Rhodesia may be necessary, journal says . 36 
China *memberehap in Uh ted Natt Ons Ursed iia) ie elie ket ee alper e iaMee 
German church asks new approach to Oder-Neisse question »« « « « 37 
EKID concerned about breakdown in frontier pass negotiations . 37 
USA Methodist board Urges U.N. seat for China 1 ws kh eas age 
New greup-protests against’ U.9'.\ foreion policy. 4) sacs es sl wie nod 
Prague conference committee's statement on Vietnam .. » « « « 39 
U.S.. churchmen's- positions on international affairs a ei ie eae One 
Quaker, immoke tiomwas Vietnam protest tc). te no) wlce ine than 40 
Warning against disintegration of European community ....e Al 
Indian.Christians ask for fair judgement in Pakistan dispute. . 43 
Church. leaders address Washington marchers for peace in 

WAL rie By, 2 aie ie Poe at tee I ge ie Moti on i Ten et gr ae a a Sea Ad 
President hears Billy Graham criticise Vietnam PrOVES Ts te el =) ventan 
Clergy.propose White House conference on Vietnam .«.« . ss». 44 
Council of .churches appeals to Indonesian Christians in tag: eo eee 
Appendix!) The: Churches and’ Vietnam gh ve ot ee eta tree eiealy 45 


LALTY 
Accelerated lay training programmes seen required for African 
Church oe ce4h ai Gh Ror wererig Vik Eitan tan Mani RT Sie ee enya GOL, aes cee  Re rei Ue ea RT Ct 
Cooperation urged Jnleity ormatgon, veto yee tos nike alee eee 
Inter-confessional laymen's dialogue launched in USA .... « 42 


LITERATURE (‘see also Publications) 
USSR bans import of BLDLC Gand petite tad eel dite kaa eile ee iar tasths «24-25 
Malagasy Christians take up Bible society work . +. +... ss. 26 
500,000 Bibles ordered by Ghana BOVeSrnMSN Tw a eae jouer etal eae 
New joint translations of Bible underway in Spanish, 
Ae We ACh Yay oa CA ar ate  reEPL A TMG VO don chen AOR RM PRIME ria 
Catholic, Pentecostal cooperation in Chilean literacy — 
PrOSramMes ’ UC GeSd !,* 6 ky cot we as Mie he me auiieh ee eek pan ea ae 
Anti-West propaganda, invtake eormipeubes: ai, Kore aw mice eee a PRs Se 
Scripture distribution set in South Vietnam... ieee te Wee tee 
Bulgarian Byzantine Rite R-C's will use Orthodox Bible © we ell te 
Bible Societies seek aid in MNeCtTAn® COLO Ley ww at syle’ oe las abe 
R.G. scholar praises new PLOCESTRN Ee Bop hate vallramalies eth. eae 38 


2a 
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MINISTRY 
wcG consultation urges Flexibility in the ministry . . « »« »« « 33 


MISSIONS (home, foreign) 

French military "exemptees" teach in mission schools 1... 26 
Tribesmen who slew'missionaries converted to:Christianity .29-30 
Missionary council proposes Dutch churches ask Asian mission 

Ade a eee gl NE eh eke Neth a a fel pale Tete el Ce hei Ke » 29-30 
Twelve ‘Baptist'bodies plan world missions SOUTOD LA ey. oi eerste 
Two Swiss missionaries murdered in-Cameroon .« »« e «© « «© = + « 31 
Missionaries in Latin America criticised for unreserved 

SUD DOU ULE PUREE DODO V na ice aie: sete sw le ee Tet cel ial eyes eee Se Se 
Sudan threatens to expel-missionaries from the NOTE Sate ewe oe 
U.S. missionaries to-remain in Pakistan and India «+ « « » » 4a 
Methodist mission team’assigned to Congo » «+4 © + + *# ss = » 53 
Indonesian:leader defends "control" of missionaries .« « « « « aa 
New joint mission effort to reach New York's ALE One tenia eae 
Arrests in-murders of Swiss missionaries in Cameroon « « « « » 36 
Vatican Council urged to make missions text more ecumenical . 37 
World SOE Ee NTO OS Ge MOG a hel lee a er ee elie elle See OE 
Japanese‘churches urged to’send more missionaries abroad .»« . + 38 
Four -sentenced:to death in Swiss missionaries! murder «+. «+ e« 40 
Leaders, from: vue churches report to Paris mission «+ »« « « 44 


MIXED MARRIAGES 
New Vatican wedding rules disappointment to Protestants. . «29-30 
Archbishop of Canterbury asks new R.C. rulings on mixed 
Minne Sa Mes ee maine cele ieee! 8c, 88 ice ene afm ce egy ec e 44 
R.C.-bishop warns against "false hopes" for mixed marriage 
eee Re er tere eso k «0. eo detealy Maren Wah Mewes wy een eT aL 


NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND BUILDING 
Stop relying on overseas aid Indian official tells.churches . 35 
Kenyan whites praise African majority rule « » « « «© «© » «© «© » 42 


NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS  -~ | | 
Israeli cabinet approves:Sabbath Law «+ + + «+ + tala si pen eases) 
Workad Jewish: leaders: seek to set up body in USSR « « « « e+ +s 26 
Vatican Sceretariat opens talks with humanists . . 2. 6 6 «6 6 27 
Islam subject of summer course in Jerusalem . SR a ei ae No any 
Soviet-pledges:redress:of three grievances of Jews « e+ « 0 « 28 
Moslem woman ‘may not marry Communist, says oben oe 

DAE OTe GH cae eee Soa he we et wl whl ate eve tapes 2 «29+30 
Arab support of declaration on the FSW Sage cas eee ee he Men weet ee oe 
Reform-Jews in: USA-te seek-converts <«' es sie + 0 e's ete 0 « 42 
Jewish-leader raises question in light of Vatican Last owent ap! 


NUCLEAR “ENERGY AND WEAPONS | 
Japan rally protests against nuclear testing by China « « »24-25 
Melanesia church protests against proposed French nuclear 
test . « e e s e ° e on ° s . s e e . ai 2 Babee BS AS Co Ra 28. e e e 28 


ORTHODOX CHURCHES 
Ecumenical -Patriarchate takes steps towards union with pre- 
Ghia tna Gna coy Oh lies lant na hen tein tale a): eee pen ge we ee Ae 
Emphasis-on action-by western Christianity seen impeding | 
ecumenical:talks with Orthodox . . s+ s+ © © © © © © e ere 32 
Study of Orthodox immigrants in Australia « « «4+ + + « Sy Bok 
Catholic, Orthodox delegates re- examine “events of LO54" . . « 43 
Greek Orthodox to consider withdrawal of ancient anathemas . « 45 


# 
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PERSONAL LIBERTY 
Nine priests from Angola are detained in Portugal » « « « « « 


PERSONALITIES 
Dr. Tolbert of Liberia elected Baptist World Alliance 
PROESLA SN Gia Me eae ke comes le mip Beye re? ve, 0 Mat Cel oat ae neta eine aoe 
FAO director-general confers: :with World Council of Churches! 
GUPi GLA DB. ce is" ute tortg e am ae es on BAG her ac drota halal (eg hate tte Mine, Sie intel re he 
Dr. André Appel. elected LWF Sere BOGHO LAr yy ure we ti utieibe we 
New WCC staff appointments Bein Sa SANE ie RA Rep anh Wicee cal" MEE also ge ta eke 
Ugech services (mark. Hus semartyrd Onli s 4.70 el emia ae ee al tela, te Ib aan 
Nasser asks cooperation of Muslims and Christians . . +... -. 
Robbins Strong named to interim WCCO post . + « e « « © « » « 
Reformed leader's analysis of Vatican Council « « « « » \« « « 
WCC mourns death of Dr. Albert Schweitzer |. ‘seis («esis «. « 
Carl Lund-Quist of LWF dies after five years as invalid .. . 
Bishop’ Pike, cleared,of neresy charge).« «6 ie ieee) + tee tue 
Professor. W. S. Tindal dies; ecumenical leader was 66 . # + 
Bishop Ferdinand. Sige dies ab) apevel s+ O5 Svire se anGee) .ectelis ee tle 
Drs, Paul Tillienvdiess --theologianiwas [ Gvs! lee eile ais so. enlace 
Diberia. Mourns: Missionary. DESMO Mss xih ine dale e edie ie tee oie ee 
Emperor Haile Sellassie visits Heumenical Centre os) 62-6) 2 « 
Dre Hendrick Kraemer dies; Dutch theologian was 77 «+ a « -« 
Patrick Rodger to return to Scotland for servite’ i.) 6 sees 
Bishop appointed new general secretary of British Council of 
CHOP CHEB 7 a Mei slasher Ow Tk, Ka losis Mites a a a ORM we tes Menta Me cise te aats 


PROSELYTISM ny baie tae 
Reform Jews in US lostods os Wuieonverh sate oe yn ibadbemn er ntasGn ea ate 


PUBLICATIONS: (see also Literature) : 
German churches raise funds for Bible Ee oer ear ioe rpat har ut wae 
Bible now accessible to 90% of the world ..... wwe 8 


RACE RELATIONS: 
Jackson "concentration camp" condemned by NCC Sh pea . 


Baptist association upholds segregation » + a » 4 0 » es © «f 


South African theologian admonishes: WOOR A 6) feu de she Sie el wy sa me 
Maoris urged to greet "white only". sports team .' 2) « +) « « «¢ 
Trade boycott seen ineffective in changing South African 
policies a a) as Se Rete hare pda DanC Sie a ae dC walk oe Ua rae ae PE nt a eT 
"Confessing church" seen needed to combat South African 


apartheid ip OR ot e ° ° e ° * * e¢ i ° e a . 8 @ Cr } eo 8 
Members of dissident USA church stilL episcopalian, baaion 
rules a eo A e * © * » ° e e e ° e ° « * ° e ° e e » * e e 


School board resigns in protest: against Naude ci ee (6 ete -si os 
sociologist warns of apartheid in British churches . . +. e« e 
New agency to aid Missiesippi (Del tajeree: is wie mecien a neeaiees 
Campaign against South African institute ... . Mie Nea ae 
USA Methodists ask "effective opposition" i Sonith African 
BPAR UROL 66 i. F eh ie RR, ph wih et ene Me caer are ae Rn, nett ee ee ae, ee 
RC. laymen in USA ask aid in solving Los Angeles diocese 
PROD ES Gor Sh es tiki eitag Bes ts tke TARR ei et a ge leh ee ae ee 
Johannesburg Times denounces McCarthy-like hunt against 
INSPIRES le te af arya "p hiueibian ie cas Bue Tr nlig an Mice a i ena 
South African churchmen sue journal for "defamation" . » « « 
U.S. churchmen denounce acquittal verdict in Alabama slaying 
Church statements. on race used in international court»... « 
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RACE RELATIONS (contimed) Z 
South African church criticisesmigrant iho SVSCGM (iis eee 8 OD 
Church may be last line against South African apartheid . .. . 39 
Criticism -of SULLEUded.! UE OOMtnw kre ican Churcghmen. sai aciet.e: «ye 040 
African Anglican give sup hope of sending children to church 

ee ae a at elie Latin oe OUnY wir ail nai Aye Ln iwpe ella ome ymeyeh im, ve lei e Auk 
South African church journal denounces apartheid aL A Taaiuea Le wah, eubho ey wae 
"Deep South!!. church holds inter-racial service . +. ++» « «+ 4l 
. Shock .of cermditions: in Mississippi reported to WCC group ... 41 
Kenyanawhi@esipraise African majority rule. 2 acs 6 8 ete 0-2 © 42 
Campaign against southern African Christian Institute 
ACLS IU UT wielacs ot tes uel g aye gies a eh ipie aikog Pee ier sacatia ele Kp ales Sait a Mle aah ep at 
Appendix: Oven letter to ministers of the Dutch Reformed 
oh) CU te a ON ea O g MeO aly wTA ei a, pik Voie is watering Nilelhy ae Wigan beglel Cat Scop on ge) be 
North .Carolina church, meetings condemn Ku Mie Rl arian ote fon, a 44 
Synod urges no race bars in South African Anglican SCHOOU ss) 6) 16 “3 
Delta Ministry, criticised, bo be probed=) ss ei sik wwe ee wt AS 


RALLIES ; hee of | a Vg 
12th German econ oniae opens in ‘Cologne Ai te tow RRR aR aah ee RT ee mote 27 
German Protestant leaders denounce anti-Semitism . « « « » 39. 40 


REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS (see also Inter-Church Aid) pies 
Asian.churches relief work underway in Vietnam .. « 6 « + «..« » 23 
Sydney transzt, poste. .0r returce, Pamilies. one) cs) ses olde yee ee IR D0 
Uganda church asks U.N. aid) for Rwanda refugees » « «6 » «6 2+ « » 2] 
U.S. government study of aid to Vietnam refugees AS CS reed ier ae 
Study of Orthodox ‘immigrants PA ANSU TS Maree aig Mia ie kis l alt wee eat wt) OO 

- AttePican churches preparé to settle new Cuban refugees . . 2°. 36 

_ Awherican churches launch fund for Vietnam: will work through 

FeO) sae a a eg Or Nan yt aga BT Me ko ka els De Sel Ma Were! 50 
President requests church agencies cs study My a ea welfare 

ee ca) gh en me a etic Sarit aig leigh ile oo eh a as at Oe te wee ee WE 
Atherican Quakers plan aa nproeroamme MT VLETMaM ig ee vejece ne «OL 
Néew'U.S. immigration Peo CODA NTis re ne RPO aoe ee sen 
furopéan churches plan new studies of migrant workers! problems. Ay, 
USA*survey team’réports on refugee needs in Vietnam » » «+ + + 40 
Fear of "ghettos" OR eee workers PNG SMA YE Sal elt Roce ® verte ake 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ian! 

Nepal ,pastor freed after ee eis SPAR et olh' ) GuAtbe eli G OVI wont bs lum hae), aera eee A mee 
SSR Eee nome nO ORANG Weave lWwi hed al eh eiih ost, bi ce. by ee wee eg 
International standard urged to guarantee religious liberty... .. 26 
Speoial Report: WCC. Executive Committee in session in Geneva « 26 
Anglican leaders protest against persecution in south Sudan . . 28 
Colombia forbids import of-Moody Institute books «.« « »« « »« «+» 28 
Pakistani.leader upholds rights of missionaries .»« . + 6 « eie« «28 
“Pape appeals for peace-in: Sudan « . 4 5 « «© © © © © © © #@ & 0 29=50 
Extremists:attack. home of Christian Jew in Israel « « «© « »© «29-30 
Anglican, B.C. .leaders issue joint appeal for Sudan . .« . . «29-30 
Rumanian draft: Constitution guarantees freedom of conscience. . 32 
Sudan threatens to expel missionaries from the North ..... 32 

RC. lawyers approve religiqus liberty text; Spanish group 
ran cee ee ARs hia SARI CAN Wiser hie ge tahe a aera: eds TRE a oe 

Vatican Council gives initial approval to religious liberty 
Stet eee gama etek MebieG ca bt wus bie ay alia a adhle ot rns.) 6 PR wi) oe 
. Cessation. of persecution ai harem Li POWNE. Coa See cael ne Oh bee a G33 
SAS ee seen purifying:R.C. .ohurch in Vietnam .« « « « « « «33 
>» Yugoslav hishops -protest-religious.-freedom restrictions .» .« « #22 


_ 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY (continued) 

Reactions generally favourable to Vatican's religious liberty 

STO eg Be ee Taher ay een at a OR RN TT OLE SSR Oe ee eee a em nes Cae ee a 34 
Church journal demands OAU action in Sudan «+ + + ss © ea s 34 
Only ten R.C. priests left ‘in Son tern Sud anenet yatieitie sel meientat re ha 
Spanish Protestants concerned about religious liberty problems. 57 
U.S. Lutherans oppose compulsory chapel attendance at 

mil Phary aca dent eo sh lear ek wi alenah erik ena NSs sale is yaa Amn en eee 49 
Churches criticise ruling of West German court . « « « « « « e 49 
Madrid English-language congregation to have church building . 40 
Criticism of Czech journal for publication of religious 

MAEST AAR FS MOUS ete | lolg Pall Gant 452 gle tig. endian er aah ween RPE R Re ere 0) 
WCC religious liberty secretariat comments on Vatican 

a alta ta Ch Or Mae ee Raia ep URS ie VRZTORG Us dies ican Kle go lite de in BORER amen cee Ay 
Spanish bishop comments on religious liberty declaration .»... 44 


REPENTENCE ACTIONS. AND RECONCILIATION 
EKID to build ecumenical centre in Holland as "repentance 
action" e s o e s e a e 6 2 e 2 ° ° s s z e ° . e e ° ° e . i] oes 


SACRAMENTS ; 
New infant baptism policy in Church of England diocese . ..« « 23 
"Re-baptism" of President!s daughter stirs controversy + « «24-25 
Repost oh” Baptisiis ‘In’ Russie Wowie Main era eel vel tats) set Shes: Satine 28 
World-wide communion observance, October 3 » « « «© «© © «© « « » 33 


SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND CHRISTIAN ACTION 
Nobel Prize winners appeal to Pope on birth control « « « « « « 23 
Jackson “concentration camp" condemned by NCC investigators « e« 23 
Cardinal will not oppose birth control repeal bill « « « « « « 23 
Church project aids needy in Honduras . ... « « + « ¢'s 6 « « «6 26 
African leader lauds role of churches in continent's 
developmen ty isijw he les) 45, ali/art a ie c/aigali oaths Mt seh te Uaarae sismaly ear en dees aera 
Special Report: WCC Executive Committee in session in Geneva . 26 
Kenya leaders study issues of HaCwonus LL Sat VO gunerite Laat mevmnt el tmeeie 
Bishop asks inquiry of South African prison conditions ae Gere eh * ie 
Houmenical help. forthe, Poor.) s\iiahyw Wh ap stale Oa aig he ih aur ete gen 
Emerging human needs challenge Church to new forms of service . 31 
RG. publication warns of (communism in, Umievayiy wus 6).«) soaks De 
Venezuela Lutherans approve vocational school project « « » « « jl 
Contract signed in Brazil for vast; new literacy project « ss. 52 
Argentinian RiC. clergy discuss updating of “church sos. +696 Je 
WSCF to study student involvement in revolutionary societies . 33 
USA clergy ask government probe of law enforcement crisis «.«.. 34 
Yord Brant for study ‘of churches ts ehae work ys + eu wi etreh en okt wn ee. 
N"Goffee-house” movement growingein’ USA ei Wiis Sia wc eu eeget ee 5e 
NCC-in USA asks-halt of "slanderous" phone messages « « she eh WG 
Indian NC@ askavaid) for <éivalian. Ware vid bimG Oe) eee een wie D0 
British-churches! officials warn against Rhodesian unilateral 
Independence Git ee GR Ian ETE eran wea ete aa at ven teed 
Church leaders oppose unilateral independence in Rhodesia .« .« « 37 
Special Report: Rhodesian churches! statement on national 
PrOBLEMS Seg we STE LE aR nl et iia ail ae tae igi gt ng gh Lem Lp 
U.sSe church deplores "immoral" opposition to draft ». « « « « « 38 
Telephone companies in USA reveal subscribers of "hate 
“MESSACORN deg Cet ia tight Me Werle ee diab mie tees teehee ig AF gente et 2 asia 5 tran ty amen ean eer cs 
ppahnish- bishops urge -ruralvreformy. i. ee ewe ee eee ee ee 
British ‘churches! statement on Rhodésta-guw-s\s ele b wle besten acne 
Document: British churches! statement on Rhodesia «.e« «+s « « 38 
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SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND CHRISTIAN ACTION 
(continued) 
Controversy over Archbishop's statement « + «+ + «© + ¢ es es 
USA Presbyterians plan’ study centre for Spanish-speaking 

Americans « « «+ eta et el mee Oe Re Na Ben Or mn wy Ce Nm ME ew 
Special Report: Christian right to disobey Smith government 

liphelaapueenodgatan NLSHOD Nace (sim gS RON aie 8 eee ee 
DDR churches protest against plans to liberalise abortion laws. 
Rhodesia. reported virtually a "police state" » + «+ +4+s¢ see 
Rhodesian Christian Council rejects Smith government « « » « « 
Methodists. ask for quick. British action to restore law in 

ROG cee renee uninier, Bilta elie hte) wher tei ete snp eG 8 Gia, her eet 
West German churchmen urge support of peace efforts « + e+ + » 
Latin American prelate urges, social reform independence »« « « « 
More. church voices condemn Rhodesia regime (< 4 6's sie ele 8 8 
WCC staff welcomes Catholic plan for ecumenical war on poverty. 


SOCIAL SERVICE . 
Behgal’ Refugee Servite closes; work is transferred «© »« » « © e 
Japanese Christians plan institute for medical workers 
Rs ees NT Ee) 5 0 ee! ar et me ie ae ww ele wl S 
THEOLOGY , es fee an 
New look in studies of Faith and Order shove biel tenl.« ec  o ei ae 
New foundation in Germany for New Testament SEO Ws adh 4, valiheyiy & 
Methodist bishops disown "death of God" theology. “veers ence 
Accept death of God, theologian counsels Chr Pst lear wie tele ewes 


VATICAN COUNCIL II (see also Roman Catholic Church) 
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Reformed leader's analysis of Vatican Council « « +» + « «» » » 29-30 


Ecumenical "observers" held influential »« « + +» « «© « + « © + ¢ 
Newspaper poll shows Vatican Council impact not reaching 
at a Gch ner ems Mei Greiteulia ey Cue as, «Sane Ns ee 8 aL eee ee 
Father King assesses Council achievements; lists goals « »« « « 
Article explores possibilities of "genuine" ecumenical councile 
Vatican Council gives initial approval to religious liberty 
tha Re ee ee LN SNe Be grt ry Vigna oe pee), ee ew el ae yay enh eR RTT ae 
Reactions generally favourable to Vatican's religious liberty 
Waa Wee be os A ah chat RACs, TUS aA ea Sa aR A Te Wee RC BC 
WCC observer critical of church and world schema + + © + « « » 
Vatican observers form committee +6 « « © © #4 es ete 0 9 sie 8 
R.C. bishop warns against "false hopes" for mixed marriage 
heir Pate oe eh ola ee ee ee et Le Sie ld eter ese ch ae ey eke) e 
French priests asked to support Vatican Council decisions » a e 
Women tastiancdspray for world peace’ 's + + (sey sie oe Fs Be fee 
Reactions to Vatican Council vote on JewS « «© + «© © © © © © © « 
Vatican Council urged to make missions text more ecumenical « -¢ 
Desay eupporusor ceclaration on the Jews ia) # “hi ep) 6 69 ee ets 
Poperchares in the ecumenical (gervice <6 fe) soe eis veces) & ee 
Methodist observer hails reformation - Roman-style « « « «© « » 


Cullmann comments on view of Scripture and tradition .« + + « « 


Observers comment on Vatican Council e« « « » «© » »= «© © © « # « 
wCC religious liberty secretariat comments on Vatican 
declaration ne a Se Nett ate aah aie Med SU a Pe esv ING Ge MS RA Op Oe ye) Oe Oe) e « 


Jewish leader raises question in light of Vatican statement . .- 


Spanish bishop comments on religious liberty declaration « « « 
End of Vatican II brings many comments «.« « © + © e e+ s e « « 
Visser !t Hooft pleads for a more radical ecumenism « « « « « « 


} 


EPS Index/ July - December, 1965 ri We ere 


WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
Canadian Lutherans outline principles for child adoption oy et uan eb 
Nans in USA -askivoice in VatiocancC cunoi ls ii rien wuss el ehies woe tk 
Women fast and pray for world peace 2. « «© + + + + ee © we 2 46 
Church women plan cooperative work at interconfessional 
PMOCTAME lige tes achat e lie gis ak eas ele amt Ua sels Deo pee Oe, ORB ere 48 


YOUTH 

1965 ecumenical work camps stress social service work . « « « 23 
Indian ‘young women study "youth and authority" . . . + « » « » 26 
Guidelines for! Afr hean On ris Pier vow taser rea ee eine cel eek erent 
“Powers and principalities" theme of USA youth conference « «+ 28 
Methodist youth question advisability of world-wide 
“confess ioral gathoringa (ie? sills Var ato ele Pal be ent aiten ya) cae enero. 
Studies planned of -impact of social changes on youth « « »« « « 32 
Asian ‘students discuss continent? Ss Unttyue af eles el pe eit ee 
International youth service corps recommended by Asian 

leaders a Ke . e ° ee 8 8 @ ee eo ee ee) eve 8 er 8 a5 
Maori youth waiting ee ive ioaeahina nee CATORy Uh i Oates ee ae 
German Protestants, Roman Catholics hold first joint 

GONLETSNOGS ck ie cae Ae eee Ce RRC RHE Pl el ROP Nine ch Binoy Ricamr et ea Mitath eatieas te maraey es 
Church-eriticises- book burning by Youths. ss se %6 le cele ie a ene 
$61,000 asked for youth projects *in 1966 0. sreie eo i+ ie 6s 50 
80,000 attend service to open Indonesian SCM movement .« « «:'« 38 
Joint endeavours pledged by youth organizations .. .e« « « « « 4l 
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